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A CELEBRATION OF THE “FOLK HERO” WILLIAM TELL

ERIC LIENHARD

Eric presented this fascinating display of material related to the Tell story at the Society's Annual National Meeting
in April 2017. It included a wide range of philatelic and non-philatelic items. The Society is grateful to Swiss Post
for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.(Editor)

Fig. 1 left The Tell Monument in Altdorf
Fig. 2 centre Definitives Z103 and Z175 featuring William and his son Walter Tell
Fig. 3 right The first Pro Patria postcard of 1910 “in aid of victims of floods” featuring William Tell and Arnold von Winkelried.

Introduction
The story of an overlord forcing a marksman to shoot at a target placed on the head of one he loved is thought to
have first appeared in Scandanavian sagas. The Swiss version, in the form of an epic song, first entered their
folklore in 1477 after the founding of the Confederation. It included some aspects of the William Tell story as we
know it today. The Tell story came to prominence again during the French Revolution when rising up for freedom
against your oppressor seemed to be the vogue. The German playwrite Friedrich Schiller developed and promoted
the legend through his play 'Wilhelm Tell' which was first performed in 1804. A widening of the potential audience
was provided by Rossini's French language opera 'Guillaume Tell' first performed in Paris in 1829. Following the
unification of Switzerland in 1848 increasing pride in 'Swissness' gave the Tell story a further boost. The 'Tell
Chapel' near Sisikon was restored in 1881 and the 'Tell Monument' designed by Richard Kissling was erected in
Altdorf in 1895 (Fig. 1). Ferdinand Hodler drew directly on the statue for his uplifting portrait of Tell emerging
from the clouds which can be found in Solothurn's Kunstmuseum.
Tell-related Locations
Tradition has it that Tell escaped the Austrian governor Hermann Gessler in a storm by jumping from his captors'
boat onto a rock, the 'Tellsplatte', south of Sisikon. Nearby a chapel building is thought to have stood on the site of
the present 'Tell Chapel' since at least 1500. The current building (see PP1) was last restored in 1881 and is said to
mark the spot where Tell made his escape. It contains four mural paintings by Dr. Stückelberg. The subjects include
Tell's leap to freedom, Gessler's death and the scene after Tell had shot the apple from his son's head.
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The 'Hohle Gasse' (= 'Hollow Lane') near Küssnacht is where Tell is supposed to have shot Gessler with his
crossbow. PP14 shows this and also another 'Tell Chapel' in the background which was built in 1638 and restored
in 1895. It contains two murals by H. Bachmann devoted to the Tell legend - 'Gessler's Death' and 'Tell's Death'.
The 'Tell Monument' and the 'Tell Theatre' lie close together in Altdorf, where Tell is said to have shot the apple off
his son's head. Nearby, in Burglen, is yet another 'Tell Chapel' which is supposed to be built on the site of Tell's
house and, by a bridge, a stone cross which marks the spot where Tell is traditionally believed to have been
drowned while rescuing a child from the Schächenbach in his later years.
A tall, slender rock known as the 'Schillerstein' rises out of the lake below the Rütli which was inscribed in 1859
“To Friedrich Schiller, the Chronicler of Tell”.

Fig. 4 - Z231

PP1

PP14

Z244

William Tell on Stamps
Tell's son and his crossbow first appeared on the definitive stamp series designed by Welti in
1907 (Z101, etc. Fig. 2). Tell himself featured with another great Swiss folk hero Arnold von
Winkelried (of the Battle of Sempach fame) on the Pro Patria postal stationery card of 1910
(Fig. 3). Kissling's Tell (bust only) appeared on the long definitive stamp series first issued in
1914 (Z126, etc. - Fig. 2). Tell, with Kaiser Rudolf von Habsburg, turned up again on the 40c
value of the Pro Juventute charity set in 1921 (PJ20 – see left). At the Swiss National Exhibition
in 1939, as conflict in Europe flared up again, Tell's Crossbow was used to symbolise the
qualities of 'Swissness' and was featured on the four related commemorative stamps (Z228-231 – Fig. 4). Two of
the early Pro Patria stamps show sites connected with the Tell legend – Tell's Chapel near Sisikon in 1938 (PP1)
and the 'Hohle Gasse' at Küssnacht in 1941 (PP14). Hodler's depiction of Tell was one of the subjects chosen for
the 'Historical' definitive series in 1941 (Z244).
Since then, the William Tell legend seems to have figured less prominently in the Swiss psyche, but its place in
Swiss history has occasionally been recognised – in particular, at the time of the 700th Anniversary of the Swiss
Confederation in 1991 and other important events in Switzerland and Friedrich Schiller's life. Some of these
events were commemorated on the stamps of several countries worldwide, some of whom based their design on
the image of Tell - Phillipines, Grenada (set of three), Uruguay and Germany.

Fig. 5 - Foreign stamps on miniature-sheets showing representations of William Tell to commemorate the 200 th Anniversary of Friedrich
von Schiller, the 700th Anniversary of the Swiss Confederation, friendship between Switzerland and the Phillipines and the Anniversaries
of the first performances of Schiller's play Wilhelm Tell and Goethe's Faust in German Theatres. (n.b. not all to the same scale)
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Another example is a Russian postal stationery commemorative card for the 'Helvetia Geneve 90' exhibition in
1990 (Fig. 6) – the Tell Monument in Altdorf was illustrated on the card, but not on the imprinted stamp.

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

In 2000 Swiss Post issued an official postal stationery card depicting the Vierwaldstättersee, one of its series on
'Swiss Lakes'. The picture-side also features a sketch of the Tell Monument which is repeated in the design of the
imprinted stamp on the address-side (Fig. 7).

Fig. 8

Z1428

Z1429

The first play believed to be based on the Tell story entitled 'A fine little play about Uri in the Confederation,
named after the pious first Swiss citizen William Tell' was performed in 1512. Nearly 400 years later, on 18 th
October 1898, a peoples' assembly in Tell's home town, Altdorf, voted unanimously in favour of staging Schiller's
play 'Wilhelm Tell'. This tradition has continued ever since. In 2012 the commemorative stamp Z1428 marked the
500th Anniversary of the staging of the “Tell play” in Altdorf.
In 1912 a local teacher in Interlaken put on a performance of
Schiller's 'Wilhelm Tell' on an open-air stage, involving a vast
crowd of mainly local people and animals. The play has been
staged there almost every year since, more recently in a partiallycovered theatre, entertaining tourists and Swiss citizens alike. The
commemorative stamp Z1429 marked the 100 th Anniversary of
the Tell play in Interlaken.
The cover of the Swiss 2012 Annual Stamp Set book also
honoured the Swiss hero, as did the exclusive vignette enclosed
(right).
Cards and Ephemera
A collection of Tell-related stamps can be greatly enhanced by postcards and other “ephemera”. Eric's collection is
particularly eclectic – including postcards, chocolate cards, poster stamps, vignettes and telephone cards. A
selection are shown below.
Postcards - A number showing Tell-related sites including: the various Tell Chapels and the murals of the Tell story
inside, the Tellsplatte and the Schiller Stone. Others included sets of 6 and 9 black and white cards showing scenes
from productions of the William Tell play/story in Altdorf and Interlaken respectively; a set of 12 coloured Frey
Chocolate cards depicting 'The Story of William Tell' and a card illustrating various designs produced as entries to a
newspaper's design competition to replace the Tell Boy definitive series which was disliked by some sections of
the public.
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Fig. 9 - Left - One of the Frey Chocolate cards Right - Early 1 st August Commemorative Card published by Verlag A. Ruegg-Koch editor of
Zurich featuring a painting of “Tell's Leap” by O.Schindler.

Poster Stamps - Many poster stamps connected with Tell appeared in the early years of the C20th. Several
different designs were produced to promote the production of the William Tell play in Altdorf – examples are
shown on and off cover below together with an advertising poster stamp for Hartwig and Vogel A.G.

Telephone Cards - During the relatively brief life of 'phone cards William Tell was a popular choice of subject,
including as an alternative to the representatives of the three founding cantons when commemorating the 700 th
Anniversary of the establishment of the Swiss Confederation. A selection are shown below.

References: 'William Tell: Portrait of a Legend' – Walter Dettwiler 1991 ; 'Baedeker's Switzerland' – AA World Travel Guides ; 'The Rough
Guide to Switzerland' – Matthew Teller - Rough Guides 2000 ; 'Swiss Watching: Inside Europe's Landlocked Island' – Diccon Bewes Nicholas
Brealey Publishing 2010. 'Focus on Stamps' – Swiss Post.
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EDITOR

Apologies for the delay in finding a space for this report in the Newsletter until now. The contents of several of the
displays shown at the event have already been the subject of articles in the Newsletter last year - Neville Nelder's
'Les Rangiers Monument 1924' (September P. 91-93), Kit Jarman's 'The Good, the Bad and the Ugly' (October Page
98), Mike Sharp's 'Interlaken Oberhasli Region' (June P. 58, September P. 87), Marc Burgess's 'Pre-stamp Covers
and Social History' (December 2016 P. 115) and Eric Lienhard's 'William Tell' above. A synopsis of the other four
displays are set out below – Editor.
Rosalind Ragg - Postcards - A large collection of beautiful, early, coloured postcards for residents and tourists
visiting Switzerland to send to their friends and relations. It included Alpine scenes, dancing, traditional costumes,
horses, and Valentine's Day themes. Also a display of 130 postcards featuring illustrations of the early postage
stamps of Switzerland and the wider world, most of them produced in Germany. Also Soldier Stamps on 16 sheets
all related to the cavalry/equine theme. Examples in mini-sheets, strips, perforated and unperforated, etc.
Rosalind has a total of 300 such sheets in her collection. She displayed them as a thematic collection hoping that
members might suggest other ways of presenting her material – either as a “story” or to illustrate and explain
aspects of postal delivery systems, philatelic terms or postal history.
Norton Wragg
'Mail Ships of Lake Lucerne' - A display of the ships, including many sepia
prints and postcards, and the postal markings and cachets used. The service
started in 1850 but cancellations were not applied until 1861. Norton
showed an entire dated 1865 from Klus (now Erstfeld) to Lucerne with the
first ship cancellation. One ship the ‘Waldstatten’ (picture) had been built in
England in 1907 for River Thames services, then sold to Switzerland where
it was rebuilt and served until 1949. Freight services continued at least until
the 1960s as shown by an official advice of delivery postcard with a Gerisau
boat station cachet dated 20th June 1964.
David Colman - 'Perfins' – 17 sheets. A confirmed Standing Helvetia specialist, looking for a new subject, David
considered the UPU Commemoratives, but in the Summer of 2016 he eventually settled on Perfins. His
presentation showed the progress he had made in the previous nine months to amass a relatively small, but as he
said “hopefully interesting”, collection for display. Most of his purchases had been on Ebay and Del Campe's
websites with some help from Norton Wragg and David Hope. His research was largely based on Martin Baer's
Catalogue of Swiss Perfins that has a useful forward in English. From this he had been able to ascertain the period
of use of each particular perfin type, based on the most up to date information.
Among his finds was a stamp with the rare perfin 'VP', puchased from Delcampe for 22 euros – not discovered
until 2016, it appeared first in Martin Baer's recent supplement to his 2013 Perfin Catalogue. He also showed an
example of a stamp which had the perfin mark applied sideways twice – the stamp sheet having been folded over
at that point in order to reduce the time taken to apply the perfin mark to all the stamps on the sheet.
Peter Berck - 'Classic Swiss Stamps' - A 16 sheet display, including several Cantonals; amassed, as Peter was keen
to emphasise, with considerable help and advice from the late Heinz Katcher.
HOW ABOUT VISITING A PHILATELIC MUSEUM THIS SUMMER
RICHARD DONITHORN
If you are intending to visit Switzerland this year, a few hours spent in the much revamped Swiss Museum of
Communication south of the city centre in Bern should prove worthwhile. If you make it there, please share your
experiences with fellow members through the Newsletter. In 2016 I visited Liechtenstein's Philatelic Museum, still
located in the so-called 'English House' between the stunning ultra-modern buildings of the Parliament and the
Kunstmuseum in Vaduz. It seemed to have changed little since the teenage memories of my last visit. The early
stamps and postage dues of the Principality were still in their pull-out frames, supplemented by a good range of
postal history covers, postal stationery and many modern miniature sheets. Entry to the Museum was free, but 5
Sfr were needed to view the “sample prints and metal stamp used to produce the country's first postage stamp”
(designed by Koloman Moser), which are housed in the 'Liechtenstein Treasure Chamber' in the same building. If
you have more time you might go on to the Karl Bickel Museum in Walenstadt, 30kms. west of Balzers.
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THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY – ARE YOU MISSING OUT ON SOMETHING FREE?

BOB MEDLAND

Our society owns what must be one of the finest specialist philatelic libraries in the country – and yet it is so little
used. I wonder if our membership fully appreciates what a wonderful resource and wealth of information is
available. What’s more, borrowing is free for UK-based members – all you have to pay is my postage on return. For
non-UK members, I can provide a limited scanning service via email. I thought it about time that I provided a quick
résumé for the Newsletter of what we have and is available to borrow. The library is in two parts:
i) Books (perhaps unsurprising). But did you know that we have almost 300 titles, ranging from classic works of
reference (such as Reuterskiold’s book on Cantonal forgeries) right through to the very latest publications. As I
write this piece, we have on order the new book on private postal stationery just published by the SGSV (Swiss
Postal Stationery Collectors’ Society). Some of the more recent books that we have bought include those on
Razorblade cancellations, Perfins, Postbuses, Airmail handbook and Stanley Gibbons Part 8 (Switzerland/Italy).
Without exception, these are all top-quality publications – expensive to buy but FREE for members to borrow.
ii) Magazines We are very fortunate in having reciprocal arrangements with various societies for exchange of
newsletters, magazines and journals. This costs our society a very small amount in return for a wealth of up to
date news and information. These societies include the:
Swiss Postmark Society
Studiegroep Zwitserland (Holland)
Swiss Postal Stationery Society

American Helvetia Philatelic Society

Swiss Railways Society (GB)

Arbeitsgemeinschaft CH (postal history)

What a fabulous array of free literature – and magazines are so expensive to buy these days.
Whilst some of these are written in German, French or Dutch, they are all profusely illustrated and it’s not difficult
to work out the gist of the subject matter. Also, those members having internet access can use Google Translate
which is literally a revelation – and an easy one at that.
The library index can be found on our NEW website here: http://swiss-philately.co.uk/library/ - but don’t worry,
if you don’t have internet access feel free to give me a call on 01761 452959 and I will post you a printed copy at
no cost. I look forward to hearing from you.
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A VISIT TO THE SINDILFINGEN INTERNATIONAL BRIEFMARKEN-BORSE 26 th OCTOBER 2017

MIKE SHARP

As an enthusiast for the early postal history of Switzerland, I made a welcome return to Stuttgart this autumn,
three years after my first visit, in the hope of adding both to my knowledge of philatelic matters and the possibility
of adding to my heimat collection of the Interlaken-Oberhasli region. Convenient and economical advance
booking of flights in and out of Birmingham supported by the excellent inexpensive S-Bahn 12 minute journey to
Vaihingen, which in turn was linked with a courtesy bus service to and from the venue, made the journey very
simple.
The event is not dissimilar from the London Stampex arrangements, although here I find the disposition of the
Society tables and the exhibition entries on the balcony above the stalls on the ground floor more convenient for
research and discussion. On this occasion, excepting some early pre-philatelic Geneva postal history, philatelic
displays from Switzerland were not featured in the exhibition. However this did not detract from a magnificent
display of Thurn and Taxis postal history and a biographical exhibition about Phillip Von Ferrari, a distinguished
early philatelist.
Visiting Society tables manned by their enthusiastic members can be very rewarding. I received a warm welcome
from Hans Zinken and his colleagues who I last met at the HPS's meeting in Luzern. I accepted a current copy of
the 'Arbeitsgemeinschaft Schweiz e. V Mitteilungen' Nr. 83. It includes reference to the HPS, an illustration of the
front page of the September 2017 edition of our Newsletter and inclusion of a collaboration 'Gut zu wissen' article
by Werner Gattiker from the HPS January 2013 Newsletter.
On a personal note, discussion at other Society tables representing the Old States of Germany assisted my interest
in the manufacture and use of silk thread paper which was used for early postage stamp issues in Holstein, Bavaria
and Wurttemberg as well as a small number of postal stationary envelopes in Prussia. Use of such paper from
Bavaria was subsequently purchased by the Swiss Federal Postal authorities for the printing of the early Strubel
stamps.
As to acquisitions, I was able to return home with three new covers for my collection. Among these is a single
letter sheet cover (see illustration) written in Guttannen bearing the elusive Z.Nr 18 Rayon III showing a grille
obliteration with a smaller circular Meiringen cancellation on the cover.
Guttannen in the Haslital is the last village before the ascent over the
Grimsel Pass. In 1850 it had a population of 500 people, twice that of
today, with an economic dependency on farming and mining in a
challenging environment.
In conclusion, I can recommend a visit to this annual event. My day trip
allowed me to spend almost 6 hours at the venue which was quite
sufficient and the return journey was as straightforward using the same
route.
THE SOCIETY'S ANNUAL COMPETITIONS
There are two competitions. The Moore Bowl covers any aspect of Postal History e.g. routes, rates, postage due,
TPO, censored, aerophilatelic. The Helvetia Philatelic Silver Cup is for any subject except Postal History. Therefore
entries can cover stamps, postal stationery, revenues, thematic, postal stationery, cinderella and postcards.
Members not attending may send a coloured photocopy of their entry to Mr. David Hope, 17 Hawthorn Drive,
Stalybridge, Cheshire, SK15 1UE to reach him at the latest by Wednesday 18th April.
Each entry is to comprise 16 sheets. Double sheets count as two ordinary sheets. Judging of the entries will be by
those members attending the National Meeting. The basic judging criteria are philatelic knowledge and study of
the subject, condition and presentation. After due consideration of the entries members will vote for their top
three entries in each competition by entering their choices on the judging slip provided. Marks will then be
awarded as follows to determine the winner and runner-up in each competition: a first place will receive 3 marks,
a second place 2 marks and a third place 1 mark. (In the event of a tie the number of first places awarded shall
decide the winner. If there is still a tie then members will re-judge the tied entries to reach a decision.)
Where the owner of the winning entry is not able to be present the trophy will remain with the Society. If possible
it will be presented to the winner at a regional meeting.
DON'T FORGET - Switzerland's annual national philatelic exhibition NABA will be held in sunny Lugano in the
beautiful canton of Ticino this year from 17 th to 20th May 2018.
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BOYD MISSTEAR

This article is reproduced courtesy of the Swiss Railways Society (SRS) having first appeared in the September 2017
edition of their magazine 'Swiss Express'. It is partly based upon a short news item written by the late Hans
Waldburger that was originally published in the 'Schweizer Eisenbahn-Revue' in 1980, later translated by Bruno
Wasler. Connecticut-based SRS Member Boyd Misstear “discovered” the original article and undertook further
research that includes information from the PTT Museum of Communication and various Internet sources.(Editor)
Unbeknown to most visitors (and residents of Zürich in the second decade of
the 21st Century) Switzerland’s biggest city once had its own underground
railway that operated for over 40-years. This was not a vast public passenger
system like those in other European cities such as London but, like the one that
also operated in London, it was a dedicated operation run by the postal
authorities to link their major operating centres. This little-known railway was
opened in 1938 and made its last run on 11 th October 1980. The line was just
some 340m long and linked the city’s main postal operations centre at Shilpost,
opened in 1928, with the Post Office on Zürich Hauptbahnhof that distributed
mail by rail all over the country. Even in the 1930s delays caused by road traffic
were already becoming a problem in the centre of the city and this short line
was seen to be a key means to speed-up the movement of mail (it did not carry
people) between the two main postal operational centres.
The 600mm gauge line was fully automated from the outset with electrical
equipment supplied by Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon. The line was electrified
using 3-phase AC at 220V delivered through copper wires mounted on insulators set between the tracks. Each 2axle car had a 3.5hp motor to propel it through the tunnel at a speed of about 16kph, whilst as they approached
the two end stations a smaller 1hp motor took over reducing the speed to around 1kph. The transition from one
speed to the other occurred in a short, powerless section of track where as one motor disengaged automatically
the other one engaged. Apparently, this transition was not always successful and cars occasionally entered the
end sections too fast resulting in considerable damage. At the Hauptbahnhof end there was a lift supplied by SWS
Schlieren that allowed the cars to be hoisted from the basement to the main station floor. Operation of the
railway was very simple using push buttons as in a lift. With these buttons the car could be sent to the other end,
or called from there. To prevent the car from being called to the other end while being loaded, gates were
installed that had to be closed to permit movement.
In 1958, after 20-years of operation, a major upgrade was implemented that replaced the 3-phase supply with a
DC one that powered a drive system similar to those used on cable cars. Two 2.5hp motors connected in series
were installed into the cars, and these had to be mounted vertically due to the restricted space available. A new
electromagnetic braking system was introduced, whilst to monitor the proper functioning of the speed reduction
when approaching each end, recently developed photocells were introduced. During its lifetime the system
operated 23-hours/day, making five runs/hour in each direction, with a closure for maintenance between 04.00 &
05.00. An end-to-end trip took 96 seconds and a complete run, including elevating the car to the upper floor of
the Hauptbahnhof, would take 4 minutes and 25 seconds. The cars were painted in typical Swiss postal yellow
livery and postal employees maintained the entire system. The majority of the tunnel length included a walkway
for this maintenance access. At its closure an airport-style baggage handling system replaced the railway. One of
the cars has been preserved at the PTT Museum of Communication in Bern where, for some unknown reason, it
sports the cantonal badge of Luzern at one end and Zürich at the other! ( Photo: Courtesy Wikimedia Commons)
Editor's Note
Pneumatic Mail Delivery - In June 1976 the late Michael Rutherfoord drew the attention of readers of our
Newsletter to another form of underground mail delivery. He wrote:
“According to a very short note in a daily newspaper (I discovered that) the PTT has the largest fully automatic
network of pneumatic post tubes in the world(?). With a total length of 93 kms, banks and other large
customers (182) in 7 cities are served, i.e. inter-connected and connected to the main post office. No stamps or
postmarks are used. The system I saw in Zürich some years ago was delivered by Siemens.”
followed in July 1976, referring to an article in the PTT Review:
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“The first pneumatic tube postal systems were installed in 1912, but only in 1926 were non-PTT customers
served, mainly for telegrams. Geneva now has the most extensive network 28kms for 25 stations, which
include all UN Offices, and the Airport as well as the main post offices. This is a 65mm. diam. system, but after
successful trials in Montreux with 100mm diam. the 60 km. system in Basel, due to be fully operational in
1980, will also use this larger size.”
These brief but succinct “news items” were a feature of Michael's much-missed, monthly 'Did You Know?' column;
all of which can be found on the Society's Website. If anyone can update us on the story of this “undergound
world” of Swiss mail, I would be delighted to hear from you.
1945 PEACE STAMP CANCELLED THE DAY BEFORE ISSUE – A RESPONSE
WERNER GATTKER
Our regular contributor Werner Gattiker has responded to Bob Medland's front page article in the the January
2018 edition of the Newsletter as follows:
It has been the practice of Swiss Post (previously the PTT) for many years to make new issues of stamps available
to buy from the philatelic office a few days before the ‘day of issue’ (= ‘first day of validity’). This is so that
collectors and especially commercial FDC producers have enough time to prepare their first day covers carefully. It
is, therefore, not surprising that one occasionally finds covers with a stamp used before the official date of issue.
Covers with such premature use of stamps should have been marked as “Not (yet) valid” with a series of circles
and charged with postage due - but more often than not they just slipped through. When presented with such
covers it is often not possible to determine why they were cancelled before the first day. Some will have been
made deliberately to try and create a philatelic oddity, but it is just as likely that the sender was either ignorant of
the first day of validity or that the letter was posted accidentally, as I believe this one was.
The cover is, of course, something of a ‘philatelic’ item, as nobody other than a collector would cut one of two 10c
stamps out of a miniature sheet costing 3 francs - and then over-frank a cover by 80 cents. The “Einschreiben”
annotation suggests that the letter was put into a post-box accidentally a day early, as surely the sender would
have intended to hand the cover into the post office for registration the next day.
In any event this is not a case of a ‘fake cancel’, it is merely a case of incorrect usage of a stamp. This was tolerated
by the post office clerk handling and cancelling the item. Does the pre-first day usage make this item more
valuable? Probably not but this usage does make the item interesting and a talking point, hence its appearance in
our Newsletter!
FORTHCOMING MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY
Annual National Meeting and Annual General Meeting 2018
Just a reminder - Our annual two day meeting will be held this year on Saturday 21 st & Sunday 22nd April at the
Holiday Inn in Nottingham. The Society’s AGM will take place at the venue during the Sunday morning session.
Any member wishing to have a resolution considered at the AGM should: submit a formal resolution to the
Secretary, Neville Nelder, by 2nd March. There is a Committee meeting on the Friday before – the 20 th April – any
member wishing to put an item to them for consideration should submit it to Neville by 20 th March.
Southern Group: All day meetings on Saturdays (10.30am to 4pm, including tea/coffee breaks and lunch) at 'The
Three Crowns' pub at Whaddon near Salisbury, just off the A36, postcode SP5 3HB. The meetings in 2018 are
scheduled for 10th March, 2nd June and 13th October. Speakers and/or themes to be advised later. Further details
and map available from Werner Gattiker, Tel. 01273 845 501, email werner@swisstamps.co.uk
Northern Group: For the moment the meetings of this Group are suspended until further notice because of
illness. For further details contact: David Hope - Tel. 0161 3030091.
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NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC RESEARCH LIBRARY
New publication: SCADTA Handbook Vol. 1 Stamps by Baernd Wöhlbrandt in German and English on each page.
2017 published privately by the author 392 pages Colomb Air Transport Partnership More than 5,100 illustrations,
many enlargements, full colour. Numerous tables and statistics. The second airline in the world. The first to serve
the Americas between the World Wars.
New additions to the Library:
Journal of the U N Philatelists (Morrisville, New Jersey) by the U.N. Philatelists 1977 – date
Website of U.N. Philatelists Inc. including a digital archive of their journal, exhibits and useful links www.unpi.com
'Terins' United Nations Philatelist' (New York) by Alan Terins 1956 – 1960 ; 1969-1971
The United Nations Study Group's 'Bulletin: Official Journal of the UNSG' 1972 – 2003
'A Century of Swiss Alpine Postal Coaches' (Geneva: l'Art en Suisse printed by Roto-Sadag Ltd. 1932)
'Timbres de Remplacement du ler Arrondissement Postal' (Sion: Editions Pén, 1975)
'Zeppelin Hindenburg: An Illustrated History of LZ-129' by Dan Grossman, Cheryl Ganz and Patrick Russell
(Published by The History Press in the USA, 2017)
The Library is based at 100, Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823, USA. Contact: www.StampLibrary.org
CALLING ALL POSTCARD COLLECTORS
EDITOR
Several of our Members have very impressive specialist postcard collections. I am aware that the ABPS have a
Postcard class in their annual competitions, the results of which are displayed at STAMPEX (Further details
available from www.abps.org.uk). Another opportunity to display your collection to the wider world and,
perhaps, pick up an award is provided by the British Thematic Association which also runs an annual 16-sheet
competition open to all collectors – the Brian Sole Trophy for Picture Postcards; as well as the long-standing BTA
Cup (Thematic class) and the John Fosbery Trophy (Open class). The winning entries, this year, were displayed at
the South of England Stamp and Postcard Fair in Ardingly, West Sussex last October. Further details of the BTA's
competitions are on their website: www.britishthematic.org.uk
A MESSAGE TO ALL OUR READERS, OLD AND NEW
EDITOR
At a Dinner of the World Stamp Show New York in 2016 AHPS Member Bruce Marsden and our Fred Hoadley
dreamed up the idea that our societies expand our members' benefits by exchanging electronic copies of our
journals. Thanks to them and our respective Chairmen and officers that idea has now become a reality. We hope
the members of both societies have enjoyed their first copies of the journal from across the “Pond”.
Anyone in the HPS who cannot access the electronic 'Tell' directly can consult the hard copy in their Society's
library (via the Librarian, Bob Medland). My contact in the American society, Dick Hall, will shortly be sending me
their next monthly edition of 'Tell' which I intend to distribute asap. If any member of the HPS or the AHPS feel
that they are not receiving the copies of the 'Newsletter' or 'Tell' that their membership entitles them to please let
me know – my email address and telephone number are set out at the top of the front page of every 'Newsletter'.
Members of the AHPS are welcome to visit the HPS's Website at www.swiss-philately.co.uk If they wish to
become a member of our Society they should contact our Secretary, Neville Nelder at secretary@swissphilately.co.uk

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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