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THE EARLY TRAVELLING POST OFFICES ON FEDERAL RAILWAY LINES

PHILIP VAUGHAN

Fig. 1 A postcard issued by the Swiss PTT showing a Model of the first, purpose-built TPO of 1857.
This model is housed in the Museum of Communication in Bern.

Those of our Members who specialise in “Mail on Rail” material will always tell you that the collection and
research into such postal items are one of, if not, the most intriguing and rewarding aspects of our hobby. Much
has been written on the subject and several noteworthy displays have been presented at our Sociey meetings
over the years. For those Members wishing to learn more about the subject, I would point you towards the two
series of articles published in our Newsletter in March 1968 – November 1969 by R.L. Christian ('Swiss Railways
and their Cancellations') and in November 2010 – January 2011 by Fred Hoadley ('Mail by Rail'). The latter was a
follow up to Fred's very comprehensive display on this theme which he gave at the Society's Annual National
Meeting in 2010.
Several useful books have been written on the subject, particularly on the development of the Swiss railway
network, travelling post offices and the vast variety of cancellation types applied to covers, cards and parcels
transported by train. A useful checklist of key books you might seek out will be included in Part 2 of this article.
However, despite all the effort that has gone into the research, there is still much to learn and, more importantly,
for the collector, to find.
Our long-serving member Philip Vaughan worked in the rail industry for all of his professional life and has been
“hooked” on mail items conveyed by rail for much of that time. He is particularly interested in travelling post
offices and, in presenting his 300 - sheet display entitled 'Swiss Travelling Post Offices' at the meeting of our
Southern Group in Whaddon in March 2017, he gave his audience a rare insight into the complexity of identifying
the “journey” travelled by each individual cover in his collection. His conclusions speak volumes, I quote: “The
definitive book on the subject has still to be written. The queries arising from the evidence on some items can
only be answered by assuming that: (a) the particular canceller or cancel plug had been mislaid or (b) the clerks
had not always had sufficient time to complete their assigned task or (c) the clerks were not always aware of the
correct procedure or (d) individual clerks might be a little lax. One must also take into account the poor working
conditions in these vans, candle lighting and very rough riding.”!
Like others before him, his researches have taken him into collecting and studying timetables, rail service notices
and maps of the rail network as it developed.
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To make the display manageable, he confined it to mail which had travelled on the TPOs of the Swiss Federal
Railways and the constituent companies from which it was formed. A summary of Philip's display, in his words, is
set out below. Although there is some overlap with Fred Hoadley's series of articles, it includes a wider range of
covers which illustrate the results of his detailed research. (Editor)
Introduction
It is not surprising that in a country so rail minded as Switzerland, railways have played such an extensive role in
mail transportation. From the very early days the Swiss developed a large TPO system and there was much cooperation between the Post Office and the railways. Often this co-operation was manipulated by the government
who, when giving planning permission for the building of new railways, insisted that when the company's trains
commenced running they would carry the mail free! Until the early 2000s up to 600 TPOs were still in service in
Switzerland, but now all have disappeared, as new methods of sorting and transportation by air have been
introduced.
The first Swiss TPO was introduced on an experimental basis in 1857 on the Nordostbahn line between Zürich and
Brugg. This line was owned by the Compagnie Suisse des Chemin de Fer du Nord, which had been operating since
August 1847. It is not known what mark, if any, was applied to mail that was handled on this first TPO, or whether
it was used for the sorting of previously cancelled mail only. If the latter was in fact the case, this could account for
the absence of surviving marks. Fig. 1 above shows an early TPO.
At the time of the first TPOs most of the smaller railway companies which had built the early lines from 1847
onwards had fallen into financial difficulties and had been absorbed by four or five larger companies. Of these the
Jura-Simplon was the last to be formed in 1889, with the combination of the Suisse Occidentale and the JuraBern-Luzern companies. The diagrams below show the routes served by four of these companies in c1889.

Fig. 2 Route maps of the early railway companies

Early Period
TPO cancellations with named towns of origin and destination, 1858-1870
The first record of a TPO cancellation is that of the Zürich – Aarau route in 1858. As this line was only completed
to Aarau on the 18th May 1858, it is probably the earliest it could exist. This cancellation was inscribed 'Schweiz
Bahnpost' at the top and the route 'Zürich-Aarau' or vice-versa at the bottom. There is a theory, however, that a
similar type of cancellation with 'Nordostbahn' at the bottom could have been the first to be used (See Fred
Hoadley's article in the HPSN Nov. 2010 Page 89). This cancellation type however is only recorded in 1859 and
1860 with train numbers 4, 6 and 14. Figs. 3 and 4 are two examples of early cancels of the Nordostbahn on cover.
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Fig. 3 A letter with a manuscript 15 sent from Zofingen to Frauenfeld, backstamped 'Nordostbahn' Train No. 14 7 th December 1860. On
the right – early Zürich-Aarau and Nordostbahn cancels.

Fig. 4 A further example of a cover (front and back) carried on the Nordostbahn, in this case on train No. 14 dated 10 th October 1859.
This letter from Wynigen (BE) was carried by the Swiss Central Railway as far as Aarau and thence by the Nordostbahn to Schaffhausen.
It would then have continued its journey to Diessenhofen by road, presumably by diligence, as the line to there did not open until 1895.

As early as 1859 variations began to appear in the TPO cancel design. Many of these cancels were in use for no
more than two to three years. They are shown in Fig. 5. The first variation type in Fig. 5a had only BAHNPOST at
the top e.g. cancels for the trains from ZÜRICH–ST GALLEN in 1860 and ZÜRICH–CHUR in 1861. In the next
development, the route was moved to the top and the letters BP. and BA. (for Bahnpost and Bureau Ambulant)
appeared at the bottom (Fig. 5b). Fig 5c shows an unique cancel inscribed AMB. NEUCHÂTEL-PONTARLIER with
small cross which appears to have been used only in 1862.

Fig. 5
a
b
c
d
a - Single-ring cancel inscribed BAHNPOST. Name of route, in serif or sans-serif, at base. Train number (Z=ZUG). Date (year = 2or 4 digits).
b - Single-ring cancel inscribed BA (Bahn Post/Bureau Ambulant). Name of route, sans-serif, at top, Swiss cross at base; Train number
(Z = ZUG or T = Train); Date (year = 2 or 4 digits).
c – Single-ring cancel. Inscription: AMBT and route name. Swiss cross at base; Train number (T = Train); Date (year = 2 digits).
d – Single-ring cancel. Inscription: route name at top. Swiss cross at base; Train number (Z = ZUG or T = Train); Date (year = 2 digits).

Fig. 5(cont.)
e
f
g
h
e – Single-ring cancel. Inscription AMBULANT CIRCULAIRE. Route number and Swiss cross at base.
f – Double-ring cancel. Inscription: route name (with French A between terminals) Small Swiss cross at base; Train number; Date (year =
2 digits).
g – Double-ring cancel. Inscription: route name (and return); Train number (Z or T); Date (year = 2 digits) Swiss cross at base.
h – Double-ring cancel, closed bridge. Inscription: route name (Elzevir script); Date and Year; Vertical bars in segments; Large Swiss cross
in circle at base.
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Then in 1863, the letters BP and BA were omitted leaving only the small cross in the lower half (Fig. 5d). Between
1866 and 1870, four cancellers were used on the ZÜRICH-BERN route, with a roman numeral at the base in place
of the cross. In 1863 to 1869 cancels with the words AMBULANT CIRCULAIR appeared for TPOs operating circular
routes from the main cities. No routes were shown as they began and ended in the same town/city (Fig. 5e). Also
in 1863 the first of three types of double-ring cancellers began to appear. Used in French-speaking Western
Switzerland, hence BASEL A OLTEN, 'à' being French for to! (Fig. 5f). The third double-ring type showed bidirectional, origin-destination-origin points (Fig. 5g). In 1866 a new double-ring, bridge type canceller with killer
bars was introduced (Fig. 5h). This showed only the route in serif letters. There were 19 in this group and were in
use until 1875. (The examples shown in Figs. 5a-h and the cancel-type numbers are from the cancellation
catalogues of Alfred Muller and Andres and Emmenegger. More examples of these early cancels are shown in
Fred Hoadley's article in the HPS Newsletter of December 2010 P. 96 – Ed.)
Senior or Middle Period
Anonymous Cancellations with large cross in circle, 1870 onwards

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

In 1870 a completely new type of cancellation began to appear. New lines were opening rapidly and the
timetables were becoming more complicated. Because of this complexity, the route locations were removed from
the cancellers altogether.
The new cancellers were bridge-type with fine killer bars, inscribed with the term AMBULANT or, in a few cases,
BAHNPOST in the upper part and a large cross in a circle in the lower part (Fig. 6). Route numbers were introduced
to replace the actual routes and these numbers, together with the train number which appeared in the central
bridge, were the only clue to the lines over which these TPOs were used. However, timetables and train numbers
changed every six months making the task of identifying routes difficult. This new anonymous type of cancel
gradually replaced all the previous types, principally on main lines, although some of the former were still in use
into the 1880s.
Also at this time straight-line town handstamps began to appear (Fig. 7), used in conjunction with the TPO
cancellations, giving some further clue to help identify the route as these marks represented the stations at which
the item was put on the train. These marks can be found in many different formats and colours. It is my opinion
that the sorting staff in the TPO vehicle applied such marks, immediately after being taken aboard. If the
appropriate canceller was not immediately to hand, then items were inscribed by pencil or crayon, or in many
cases were not inscribed at all! (To be continued)
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ALISON ENTERTAINS/TRANSMITTING MAIL IN WORLD WAR II (PART 2)
ALISON KILPATRICK
The first part of this article appeared in the April edition of the Newsletter pp 32-36. Thanks again are due to the
help we received from Charles LaBlonde and the AHPS for information included in the article.
Mail Between Neutral Countries
As early as the First World War people believed, mistakenly, that by sending mail through a third party in a neutral
country they could avoid the censorship which might otherwise have been imposed. Technically mail sent from
one neutral country to another neutral country should not have been opened by a censor, but the last cover
illustrated in Part 1 (P.36 right) shows what could happen to mail between two countries. Switzerland and Ireland,
both nominally neutral during World War II. As the neutrals themselves usually intercepted and opened mail it
was unlikely that the combatants would leave any mail unmolested.
During 1943 the route for Airmail between Switzerland and Ireland was continually altered. This registered letter
was most likely collected at Zürich, flown by Swissair to Stuttgart and then sent by air or rail to Berlin where it was
censored. From there it was flown to Lisbon and transferred to a BOAC flying boat for a flight to Foynes in Ireland.
A shuttle service carried the mail to London where it was again censored and returned to Ireland for its final
examination.
Undercover Addresses
A good definition of an undercover address is: one which does not show the true destination of the
correspondence. They can be divided into two categories – those that permitted communication between the Axis
powers and the Allies and those that were designed to conceal the identity and/or the location of particular
establishments/projects, including units or operators. A very useful source book is Charles Entwistle's 'Undercover
Addresses of World War II' published by the Chavril Press 2006.
The first record of the use of undercover addresses was in 1660 by King Charles II when there were 40 people
working in his censor room. In World War I Thomas Cook acted as an undercover agent running an official
forwarding address service from Switzerland from September 1917 from PO Box 4116 in Geneva and in 1918 from
PO Box 10473 in Zürich.
During World War II residents had to use an authorised intermediary to communicate with people in an enemy or
occupied country. Over 700 individual residents in neutral countries were officially recognised for the forwarding
of mail between the Allies and enemy and enemy-occupied territories. As in World War I, there was a semi-official
undercover service through Thomas Cook's Lisbon and Austrian offices.
The Role of the International Red Cross (IRC) in the Transmission of Mail
By 1929 most nations had signed the Geneva Convention which protected internees and POWs in time of conflict.
During World War II the IRC administered the Convention via its Central POW Agency. Under Articles 77 and 79 of
the Convention it set up a central information bureau in a neutral country (i.e. Switzerland) to which the
belligerent powers were required to supply particulars on each POW including regimental number, rank and unit,
name, date and place of birth. On 14th September 1939 the Agency began operations from the Palais du Conseil
Général and other borrowed buildings in Geneva. By 1945 the Agency had 3,921 employees and a file of 36M
individual information cards.
In 1939 the Agency obtained agreement from the belligerent powers that civilian internees and civilians trapped
on the wrong side of the front lines when hostilities began could be accorded POW rights in line with the Geneva
Convention. Several countries interned known aliens at the beginning of the War. They had the right to receive
mail which was usually delivered through existing postal systems without any intervention needed from the IRC.
Of course, if the correspondent did not know the address of an internee they could ask the IRC to consult its
records. This was a particularly valuable service for family and friends wishing to locate and make contact with
POWs. The Convention provided for the exchange of POW mail by post and by the shortest route.
For non-military civilians caught on the wrong side of the front lines, the IRC operated a Postal Message Scheme.
More than 24M Red Cross messages were processed during the War from every country in the world.
The IRC service of acting as an intermediary for the transmission of POW or internee mail was always available on
an as-needed basis, but was not compulsory. Most POW mail to and from the IRC was handled by the Swiss postal
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system and followed PTT rules and procedures. The only concession to the IRC by the PTT was that basic letter
postage would be free. Any special services such as registration or airmail had to be paid at the going Swiss rates.
During the War the IRC received, via the Swiss postal system, more than 59M pieces of mail and sent more than
61M pieces. These numbers equate to nearly 60,000 pieces of mail per day for the duration of the War.
Messages to or from a person in an enemy or enemy-occupied country were sent through the IRC's offices in
Geneva. The messages were restricted in content to 25 words on the official form supplied by the IRC in the
country of origin and then sent through the ordinary mail to Geneva. This method took longer than the use of
undercover addresses but was generally more reliable.
Undercover Mail - Special Arrangements for Poles in Exile in Switzerland
Over 700 individuals resident in neutral countries were officially recognised for the forwarding of mail between
German-occupied Poland and Poles in Exile. Probably the most famous of these was the service run by Helene
Ruebke ((also known spelt Lübke) who had been a secretary to the Paderewski family (Ignacy Pederewski was the
first Polish State President who died in exile during the Second World War). Using her own funds, she established
a service for communication between German occupied Poland, including prisoners of war and internees, and
those who had managed to flee to Allied countries. After the War Helena moved to the USA, dying in 1986. The
service was run from Lausanne with four different addresses having been recorded. Two examples of the use of
the Lausanne address are shown below.

Left: letter dated 19.7.1942, sender address P.O. Box 260/29 London. “British examiner 795” based in London addressed to Madame
Helena Lubke at Case 1711 St Francois.
Right: postcard to Madame Lubke sent to Joliette 3 from Peebles on 23.1.1941. this, like Case 1711 was a known undercover address in
Lausanne used to reach Poles in exile.

There was a formal system of postal communication for Polish POWs held in German prisons. An example of a
standard printed postcard used for this purpose is shown on Page 47 (left).
Undercover Mail – P.O. Box Numbers and the Enigma Code Machine
Until recently, British Intelligence was still using Box Numbers – and probably still is. They certainly played a large
part in guarding the activities of Britain's secret services during the war years.
The Germans believed that they had an infallible code based on a machine known as 'Enigma'. Quite simply the
they fed their message into 'Enigma', which converted it into a code. This was then transmitted and the recipient
fed the message into his machine for translation. The Germans believed that the 'Enigma' code was so complex
that it defied translation. What they did not know was that an Enigma' machine had been smuggled to Britain –
thus allowing the Allies to decode a large part of Germany's secret messages. Bletchley Park was the home to both
this machine and many of our code breakers with the undercover address of P.O.Box 111, Bletchley. P.O.Box 25
became the standard address for Radio Intelligence and was certainly used by Radio Intelligence in Forfar,
Scotland. Shown on Page 47 (right) is a cover to one of the Enigma codebreakers.
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Left: A German Prisoner of War Postcard dated 6.3.1941 sent from Lager-Bezeichnung Oflag XII A. (P.O.W Camp XIIA). This camp held
Polish Officers at either Hadamar or Limburg-Weilburg in Hess. (It should be noted that in World War I there was a major POW camp at
Limburg an der Lahn. Many Irish members of the British Army were interned there until the end of the War and at one stage they were
visited by the Irish Republican leader Roger Casement in an attempt to win recruits for the forthcoming Irish Rebellion).
Right: Cover of a censored letter sent to Mr. Dick Perceval on 7.10.1939 from Zürich to London by his German wife Sorina (ex-wife of Dr.
Eiche). This was prior to him getting a commission in the RAF and going to Bletchley Park where he worked on breaking the German
Enigma code. On the left edge is a British P.C.66 censor label – examined by censor number 127, based in Liverpool.

Conclusions
Alison offered a few tips for potential collectors of Censored Mail: a) A lot of German censor marks were made in
pencil – they should not be confused with dealers' pricing marks and erased. b) censor marks could be on the
front and/or the back of covers/cards. c) many of the sellers of seemingly, relatively modern, often unattractive
covers on the Internet do not really know the significance of what they are selling and there are still bargains and
interesting finds out there.
Alison received great help and encouragement from AHPS Member, Charles LaBlonde, in particular from his very
informative, specialist books on Censored Mail:
• 'Post D-Day Swiss Mail to/from Great Britain, Canada and the Americas'
• 'World War II Mail form Switzerland to GB, Canada and USA (A Postal History Handbook)' published by
the AHPS.
and several of his articles, including the extended article in the special edition of the AHPS's journal 'Tell' in March
2012: 'Switzerland in World War II Its Defence, Its Survival, Its Refugees and Internees'. Also information gleaned
from articles in the Bulletin of the Civil Censorship Study Group.
Vote of Thanks by Bob Medland - “We have been highly entertained with one of the most amazing philatelic
displays the Southern Group has seen. It has opened up whole new areas of interest for further research and
collecting for many of our members. Thankyou”
Other useful sources in English on the theme of World War II Mail to and from Switzerland, some going deeper
into particular aspects, include:
'Mail Carried from Switzerland to the UK during WWII' – L. M. C. Dutton - HPSN December 1974 – November
1977
'Censored Mail from Switzerland 1939-1947' – Alan Johnson – HPSN July 2017 pp 65-69
'The Suspension of US Mail to Switzerland 1942-1944/45' – Charles J. LaBlonde – AHPS 2006
'WWII Mail from Switzerland to GB, Canada and the USA – A Postal History Handbook' - Charles J. LaBlonde –
AHPS 2003
'Late WWII British POW Mail to Germany via Switzerland' - Charles J. LaBlonde and Ernest Bergman - 'Tell'
November 2003
'The Postal History of WWII Mail between Canada and Switzerland' - Charles J. LaBlonde and John Tyacke – AHPS
2008
AHPS's book 'Philately of Switzerland An Introductory Handbook' (Ed. Richard T. Hall) last section of Chapter 26
'Postal History' by Charles J. LaBlonde 2010
NABA LUGANO 2018 – This Swiss National Philatelic Exhibition only takes place every six years. It runs from the
17th to 20th May. Further details on their website: luganophila.ch
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MEMBERS' DISPLAYS AT THE MEETING OF THE SOUTHERN REGION IN MARCH 2018

MAY 2018
MIKE SHARP

Introduction: 17 members including 2 guests were present. Bob Medland introduced the meeting and
coordinated the presentations. The meeting began with quiet reflection in memory of Claude Mistely, a stalwart
supporter of the Society and friend to many. Thirteen participants contributed a diverse range of philatelic
material to the meeting. A brief summary of their displays is set out below:
Fred Hoadley illustrated some of his early railway and TPO studies focusing on the both the development and
expansion of the Vereingite Schweizerbahnen which was formed in 1857. The St Gallen-Chur route was completed
by 1858 , the first year of the TPO. Later expansion of the railway lines, over 240 km, saw the the establishment of
8 VSB routes. Early railway postmarks were confined to the terminal stations only but later handstamp devices
included date bridges and rotating wheels (Guller & Co, 1866).
Phil Vaughan continued the railway theme sharing 5 sheets further to his major presentation in 2017. Four covers
raised questions of consistency in postal practices notably the absence of postal marking in cases of transfer
between TPOs - possibly associated with bags not being opened. Route examples included the St Gallen-Olten,
Bern-Romanshorn, and Basel-Olten. The final sheet highlighted an error in the train number - representing the
reverse direction of travel to that of the letter.
Don Symonds shared a collection of WW2 telegrams and a letter between 1943 and 1946 illustrating
contemporary social history through a private correspondence concluding in a marriage. He also presented a
fascinating selection of the various cancellations used on customs documents. From 1882 on the Cross and
Numeral issue, simple obliterations with dots, diamonds, squares, lines etc. were subsequently superseded by
more elaborate designs including the Star of David and those dated and, in some cases, showing place
identification. The photo above taken by Bob Medland shows the attentive audience listening to Don's oration.
Bob Medland introduced the Swiss Postal Agencies abroad in Italy and France illustrating the subject with a series
of parcel cards which reflects the trading significance of the arrangements. Northbound examples are significantly
more common than those bound to Italy. Exports from Italy frequently went through and beyond Switzerland. The
presentation was also a brief lesson in Italian history prior to national unification in 1861 and the first postal treaty
between Italy and Switzerland in 1862. Turbulent political activities and conflict with the Austrian Empire
preceded this period. The Kingdom of Sardinia had initially contracted Swiss postal authorities to run diligences on
transalpine routes and a postal treaty establishing rates was signed in 1850. A series of parcel cards were shown
illustrating the various postal agency office locations and routes including the Simplon route (Isella,
Domodossola), Lake Maggiore (Luino), Splugen route (Chiavenna), Bernini (Tirana) and Morez de Jura. (For further
reading refer to the items in the HPS Newsletter archive authored by Mrs E. Rawnsley.)
Bob Brown concluded the presentations by sharing his interest in Courvoisier photogravure printing which began
with trial prints in 1928. The Pro-Juventute of 1931 was the first postage stamp issue. The business which was
renowned for the high quality of its work produced stamps for many countries and continued in private ownership
until 1987 when it became a limited Company and later ceased trading in 2001. He concluded with a small display
of straight line cancellations from the French part of Switzerland where he enjoys a particular association.
Mike Sharp spoke about the 2 Rappen Strubel, its purpose for printed matter including legitimate use as a bisect
to meet the need for a 3 cts postal rate for despatch of printed matter to Italy pending issue of the 3cts perforated
Sitting Helvetia. In addition to a Ticino Gazetta bearing the bisect, 3 other covers were shown. Two, a Z ürich 1855
10 Rp vertical bisect and a Geneva 1862 5Rp diagonal bisect, had been accepted by the postal authorities. The
other was blatantly philatelic and improper. It was an 1892 cover showing a valid 5cts Cross and Numeral stamp
and two bisect 5ct Standing Helvetia issues intended to make up a further 5cts for the correct postal tariff 10 cts.
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Eric Lienhard,

Eric, a native of Degersheim, returned to the subject of railways and the history of the Bodensee-Toggenberg line
drawing from his remarkable archive of photographic postcards showing the various engineering structures
including construction of the Sitter viaduct (see illustrations above) as well as the stations on the route. He
concluded with some additional material to that previously shown about the 1939 National Exhibition.
Neville Nelder gave an account of the 1942 trilingual salvage issue illustrated by all possible combinations. It was
issued in sheets of 25 with 12 German, 8 French and 5 Italian text stamps. The explanation for the proportional
representation could not be confirmed. The total issue was approximately one million stamps and the sale period
was only 10 weeks. The issue was valid until 31 st December 1942. Ordinary postal use covers are relatively scarce
in comparison with philatelic covers.
Anthony Atkinson spoke about Francois Fournier, known as a stamp forger, and shared examples of his work
illustrating the Swiss classic issues. In 1904, he had acquired the stock of Louis-Henry Mercier and began
production of ‘fascimile’ stamps even issuing his own journal. The quality of the printing is impressive and care
was taken with paper selection as shown by the Zürich cantonal issue. However, in the case of the Strubels, the
printed paper mimics the presence of silk thread which is absent. His interests were not confined to Swiss classics
and he ran a repair clinic for damaged stamps, also removing specimen overprints and pen cancels from high
value British colonial stamps. He died in 1917 but the business ran until 1927 managed by Charles Hirschburger. At
this point, the Union Philatelique de Geneve bought the remaining stock and equipment to prevent it falling into
the wrong hands. Students from the Geneva School of Arts and Crafts were employed to create 480 albums of his
work which were sold in 1928. A further 5 volume collection was prepared for the society library. The remainder
of the stock was burnt under supervision in 1928.
Alison Kilpatrick took the letter M for mountains as her theme and displayed a series of illustrated postcards and
philatelic specimens including a recent issue. Familiar alpine peaks were presented. She also highlighted the more
humorous and comical nature associated with the superimposition of human and other images over the
background landscapes.
(Other presenters at the meeting will be covered in the June edition)
MEMBERS' NEWS
Another stalwart of the Helvetia P.S. Bert Mitchell, passed away over Easter. He used to organize local Brighton
area meetings at his home and in Patching in the 1960s right through to the 1980s – together with those
attending the Wiltshire-based group, the participants formed the basis of the now thriving Southern Group.
A warm welcome to our latest new member, (Dr.) Bill Hedley, who resides in Southern England. We hope he will
take full advantage of all the Society's services on offer.
On 19th April, 22 of the members of the RPSL who are based in South West England gave a wide-ranging, 54-frame
display of items from their collections at the Royal's traditional home in Devonshire Place, London. As part of the
display our Librarian, Bob Medland, showed three highly informative frames of material on the subject of 'Swiss
Alpine Post and Agencies in Italy'.
Long-term member in the far North-west of Scotland, Stuart MacKenzie, returned home recently after spending
four months in hospital suffering from kidney failure. He wishes to thank fellow members for providing him with
all the philatelic articles and news which relieved the boredom during his treatment.
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THE FINAL MEETING OF OUR NORTHERN GROUP 7 th APRIL 2018

DAVID HOPE

It is with great sadness that we have to report the closure of the Northern Group. The Group was established at a
meeting in Leeds on the 29 th April 1950. This was initiated by Lawrence Moore, a prominent member of Helvetia,
who became its first Chairman. The first syllabus, with monthly meetings from October 1950 to April 1951,
indicates a wide variety of topics were shown: Air Mails, Landscape issues, Tête-Bêches and Se-tenants, National
Fete issues and Miniature Sheets, Pro Juventute, Silk Threads and other Sitting Helvetias plus some films from the
Swiss Travel Office. All these were provided by three members in the first instance. The next syllabus showed
presentations by more members and this policy of encouraging all members to participate was to continue from
then on. The longest standing member of the Group is Tony Hoyle who joined in 1953. Unfortunately he could not
be with us for the final meeting. Tony served as Secretary from 1965 to 1995. Nine members, including Tony, have
signed the 'Register of Distinguished Yorkshire Philatelists' since its inauguration in 1976. Between 1961 and 1990
members of the Group won several competitions at the annual convention of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association.
The Group held its own competitions from 1954 without a trophy until 1960 when member John Highsted
presented a cup for the annual competition. From 1969 a Mouseman Bowl was presented by Lawrence Moore for
postal history only. However the competitions were not held from 1973 to 1981, this being a period of fluctuating
attendances.
From 1978 attendances picked up with average attendance ranging from 11 to 16 before a further dip from the
mid-1990s to 2000 when attendances increased again. However with the deaths of four members over recent
years and no new members attending the Group has taken the decision to close. But following on from the many
fine presentations that have taken place since 1950 it went out with a bang. David Whitworth showed a variety of
reasons why postage due was charged. These included items posted unpaid, posted at local rate instead of
national, redirected mail and invalid use of stamps. Finally he showed some cards listing postage due for returned
mail. David Colman showed examples of Fournier forgeries and facsimiles of Cantonal and early Federal issues
plus forgeries and facsimiles of Sitting Helvetia. Also various items from Campione d'Italia. Norton Wragg showed
postcards sent to various countries and places including Bohemia, Corfu, British East Africa, Dahomey, Aden (to
meet a steamer), China, Saigon and Japan via Siberia. Postmarks included straightline cancels Riederalp (Wallis),
La Forclaz (Valais), Wengernalp Station plus a German military censor of 1917. Finally David Hope showed items
from the Schynige Platte, Wengernalp and Yverdon-St Croix railways celebrating their 125 th anniversary this year
and the Gornergrat railway celebrating its 120 th anniversary this year. A fitting end in the spirit of the Northern
Group.
Footnote: the Society are exploring the possibility of reforming the Northern/Midlands Group which might meet
at suitable venues within easy reach of those who might wish to attend.
NEXT MEETINGS OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP - All-day meetings held at “The Three Crowns” pub at Whaddon nr.
Salisbury, just off the A36, postcode SP5 3HB, from 10.30 to 4.00. Tea/coffee and lunch provided. The next
meetings will be on 2nd June (theme to be decided) and on 20 th October (NOT 13th as previously advertised) when
Eric Gill will be our main speaker on the subject of 'Charity Stamps'. Further details and a map are available from
Werner Gattiker (email - werner@swisstamps.co.uk, tel. 01273 842 135).

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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