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THE EARLY TRAVELLING POST OFFICES ON FEDERAL RAILWAY LINES PART 2
PHILIP VAUGHAN
The first part of this article appeared in the May 2018 edition of the Newsletter pp 41-44.
Second or Middle Period (continued)
Figs. 8 to 18 below show a variety of interesting covers from this period, including details of how several of them
would have been transported by rail and other means. The research required to understand the journey made by
a cover or card (to produce the descriptions) involves studying:
a) timetables of railway companies – preferably for each year the particular cancel was used – because the
schedules and route numbers were changed often, sometimes involving separate summer and winter schedules;
b) maps of the railway companies' rail systems available in various “Railway Atlases”; and, in particular in my case,
c) a set of maps produced, twice yearly, from 1870 until 1889, by the Postal Authorities. They illustrate the exact
routes of all TPOs, together with train numbers, route numbers and the times of the trains they were conveyed
on. The railways at this time were still constituent companies, but these maps show the whole of the system,
regardless of the companies operating the trains. They were documents for the use of the Postal Authorties, not
particularly Railway Companies.

LEFT Fig. 8 A cover posted on 24th November 1877 in Nyon bound for Basel. It would have joined the Suisse Occidentale Railway's TPO on
Route 1 on Train No. 5 at Nyon station and travelled to Lausanne before being transferred for its onward journey. The complete route of
Route 1 at this time was Culoz (in France) – Genève – Lausanne – Genève - Culoz, 254 kms. in total with a change of train no. at Genève.
RIGHT Fig. 9 A cover Route No. 2 Train No. 25 sent on 18 th February 1876. This letter from Vevey to Basel joined the TPO at the
commencement of its journey, straight line cancel Vevey. The route at this time was Gen ève-Neuchâtel-Basel. (Backstamp Basel 19th Feb.
1876).

LEFT Fig. 10 A cover Route No. 3 Train No. 14 15 th August 1885. Mourning cover from Celigny to Genève. At this time Route 3 was from
St Maurice to Genève so this item joined the train towards the end of its journey.
RIGHT Fig. 11 A cover Route No. 3 Train No. 25 19 th March 1893. By 1893 Route 3 was now Genève – Bern – Basel, so this card to
Rorschach probably travelled on the TPO as far as Olten.
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LEFT Fig. 12 For reasons best known to the Post Office authorities at this time, the cancellers carried in the vehicles which ran on TPO
routes 6 and 7 were non-standard. They were in fact the same design as the last of the 'named route' type but carried the term
AMBULANT and route number in the upper half of the canceller
CENTRE Fig. 13 A cover Route 6 Train 10 26 th April 1882 Route: Genève – Bern – Olten - Basel. This card from Langenthal (BE) would
have been put into the TPO there, then carried to Basel for its onward journey to Gothenburg.
RIGHT Fig. 14 A cover Route 6 Train 6 16 th April 1885 Route Sion – Genève – Lausanne. By this date the route had changed and it ran the
213 kms. alternating with Route 5, which ran Lausanne - Genève – Sion. This card from Germany would have arrived in Switzerland via
Friedrichshafen, across the lake to Romanshorn. It was then conveyed in TPO on Route 33 Bern – Romanshorn – Bern. It must then have
been conveyed to Lausanne by another service not recorded to join TPO Route 6 for its final journey to Genève.

LEFT Fig. 15 Cover posted on 3 rd March 1885 carried on Route 11 (Train No. 50). Route 11 at this time was the Western Swiss route
Pontarlier – St. Maurice – Pontarlier. This card to London joined the TPO at MONTREUX (straight-line cancel) and would have continued
throughout to Pontarlier, on the first stage of its journey to England.
RIGHT Fig. 16 26th December 1875 Card carried on Route 16 Lausanne- Herzogenbuchsee-Lausanne by Train(1)29 which was the 8.50
from Lausanne and worked the TPO as far as Biel; then it became the 10.30 onwards to Herzogenbuchsee. This letter was therefore
entrained between these former two points. It would have connected into a service for Basel and then forward to its destination
Carlsruhe (Germany).

LEFT Fig. 17 Card from France cancelled on 16 th August 1882 carried on Route 26 (by Train No. 3) Delle – Basel – Delle. This card from
Dieppe (France) would probably have travelled overnight from Paris to Delle via Belfort. Train No. 3 was the 3.15 am Delle to Basel and
the card would have been de-trained at Delemont to connect with a service to Chaux-de-Fonds, its final destination.
Fig. 18 Card carried on Route 36 (by Train No. 6). This is a local card from Sissach to Liestal, both in the Canton of Basel Land, just 4kms,
two stations apart. Both are on the line from Basel to Olten, which suggests that this formed part of Route 36 in 1879. The cancel dated
9th July 1879 has the unusual term BAHNPOST rather than AMBULANT, There were only four or five routes that used this term. There is
no obvious reason for this and nobody has never come up with an explanation. The card is backstamped Liestal 9 th July 1879 5am.
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Third Period
Anonymous Cancellations with small cross, 1882 onwards
In the autumn of 1889 there was a great upheaval of the TPO schedules and the routes were drastically
rationalised. The number of routes was reduced from 61 in June 1882 to 69 in June 1889 down to 32 on 15 th
October 1889, with many of the previous single runs being grouped together.
At around this time of upheaval of the rail services a modified
type of canceller began to appear in proliferation on all routes,
but especially on high numbered routes (n.b. some have been
recorded as early as 1882). The new cancellers (Fig. 19 left) were
larger in size, ranging from 22mm to 26mm, again bridge type,
although with thicker killer bars and the large cross in circle in the
lower segment was replaced by a small cross. The central 'bridge'
with date and train number remained unaltered, but the only
term used in the upper segment in this type was AMBULANT.
There were many minor differences to this type of cancellation and one may assume therefore that there were
more than one type of canceller for each route. Apart from the change in overall size, there were other variations
such as larger or smaller capital letters for AMBULANT, in some cases the route numbers in the lower segment had
a dot after the numeral and there are variations in the figure 3 (round-top or flat-top) and the figure 4 (open or
closed) both in the route number and the train number. The vertical killer bars in the upper and lower segments
also differ, from 5 thick bars to 12 thinner bars and in some cases these segments are blank or solid. There was
some overlapping of types of cancellers with some of the former type still in use on some routes as late as 1908.
Some interesting cards/covers from this period are shown below in Figs. 20 – 28. The descriptions of the journeys
of these examples have been worked out in most cases by connecting the train number (after the date in the
central bridge) with the route number (indicated in the lower part of the cancel) found in the tabulated lists.

Fig. 20 A cover which travelled on Route 1, Genève – Culoz – Genève, some 134 kms. in length, round trip, operated by the French Lyon –
Genève railway. Most of the route is actually in France. All even numbered trains ran from Genève to Culoz and odd-numbered trains
vice-versa. This card from Genève to Preston would have travelled in the TPO for Culoz for a forward service to England. There were
several cancels in use on the TPOs which worked Route 1. This card is cancelled with a 24mm diameter cancel in which the train number
is abbreviated, i.e. 88, when the train number is actually 588!

Fig. 21 TPO 5 Ambulant Route 1 This card is something of a mystery! It is from GENÈVE to St Etienne (France) and one would presume
that it travelled in the TPO from Genève to Culoz. However train 601 (odd) ran in the opposite direction, towards Genève and also this
train number did not appear in the schedules until 1st May of that year!! The stamp 5c was put on the obverse side of the card (right) and
cancelled by crayon. It also received a Tax mark with 5 centimes to pay!
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Figs. 22/23 Route 5 From 1887 until the revision of the schedules in late 1889, this was the route from Basel to Gen ève and alternated
with Route 4. It covered 265 kms. and was operated by the Swiss Central to Thorishaus thence the Jura-Simplon Railway. LEFT Fig. 22 24 th
October 1887 Train 3. This Dutch postcard would have travelled to Basel from Holland via Belgium/France. Then in the TPO from Basel to
Bern where it was transferred for an onward service to Langnau. RIGHT Fig. 23 8 th March 1889 Train 3 This German card travelled by the
same train and would have made the same journey Basel to Bern in the TPO.

LEFT Fig. 24 Route 7 In 1889 this was the route Romanshorn – Zürich – Olten – Bern – Fribourg – Lausanne - Genève (371 kms.). The
Nordostbahn was responsible for operations from Romanshorn to Aarau, Swiss Central Aarau to Thorisans and the Jura-Simplon Raiway
the remainder. As a result of the wholesale changes to the schedule in 1889 the route was transferred to No. 5. This card (26 th October
1888 Train 6) was sent from Vienna to Basel. It would have travelled across Austria via the Arlberg route, crossed the border at St.
Margerethen and then been conveyed in the TPO from Romanshorn to Olten and finally connected with a service to Basel. Train 6 was
an early morning train from Romanshorn and the card is endorsed with a Basel receiving mark the same day.
RIGHT Fig. 25 Route 10 This letter travelled from its origin (a station on this line) in the TPO to Neuchâtel. As the TPO ended there it
would then have to be transferred to another train to continue its jouney south. The original route was Neuchâtel – Chaux-de-Fonds –
Locle – Morteau, total length 45 kms. Chemin-de Fer Jura-Neuchâtel (later absorbed by the Jura-Simplon). Morteau is actually over the
border in France and from October 1889 the route terminated at Le Locle. The TPO would have made three or four round trips per day,
odd numbered trains travelling East to West, even numbers travelling West to East. This letter posted at Geneveys-sur-Coffrane straight
line mark (14th February 1906) would have been transferred at Neuchâtel into a train for Genève.

Fig. 26 Route 18 This card originated at Boncourt (a station on the route of the TPO Belfort - Basel) where it would connect into a train
going East to Zürich. By the time that this card was posted the route would have changed and had become Basel – Belfort – Basel. This
204 km. Route, 102 kms each way, was operated by the Jura-Simplon Railway from Basel to Delle, on the French frontier and thence to
Belfort by French Railways. The card (12 th July 1899 Train 199) was put on the train at Boncourt, the first station in Switzerland and
beyond the French border, and would have travelled in the TPO to Basel to connect into a service for Z ürich. On this route even
numbered trains ran from Basel to Belfort and odd numbered trains ran in the opposite direction.
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Figs. 27/28 Route 18 LEFT Fig. 27 A card (24 th August 1906 Train135/148) which travelled in the opposite direction Basel-Belfort to that
shown in Fig. 26 for its onward journey North through France to Le Havre. Schedule 18d at this time was an out and back working Belfort
– Basel – Belfort! This card was put in at Basel (straight-line mark) en route to Le Havre (France). It was duly cancelled but then the clerk
must have noticed that the inward train slug had been left in 135. The slug was then changed to 148 and the card received a third,
correct, cancellation. RIGHT Fig. 28 By contrast, this card (8 th November 1908 Train 144) went nowhere! Train 144 was the second leg of
schedule 18d in 1908 running Basel – Belfort. As the reverse of the card is blank this was an obvious cancellation by favour.

Some useful reference works:
'The Railway Post Offices of Switzerland' by Dr. Anthony Goodbody (the MPO Society 1982)
'Bahn und Post in der Schweiz Zussamenarbeit von 1848 bis 2004', Teil 1' by Reinhard Stutz. (One of five volumes
published in 2005)
'Die Schweizerischen Bahnpoststempel' by Alfred Müller (compiled by R. L. Christian and J. Pfeiffer with Felix
Ganz) 1977
and, for the earlier cancels: 'Grosses Handbuch der Abstemplungen auf Schweizer Marken 1843 – 1907' by Andres
and Emmenegger.
N.B The series of articles by Fred Hoadley in the HPSN 2010/11 provides further examples and illustrations of
cancels in the period covered in Philip's article as well as details of the new types of TPO cancellers without route
numbers and the so-called 'Regional' cancellers introduced post-1910.
An example of the range of potential research projects you might like to consider exploring is set out in Bob
Medland's article 'St. Gallen TPO Cancellers' (HPSN November 2012). In it he describes how he looked at a
relatively small sample of covers to or from the the St. Gallen area which were transported by TPO to help in
determining the likely routes and other transport modes used.
THE RESULTS OF THE SOCIETY'S COMPETITIONS
The Society's tradition of fostering good-natured, competitive philately was ably upheld in Nottingham by the
latest crop of entrants. The quailty of the entries in the two competitions was exceptionally high this year and
once again demonstrated the wealth of themes available to Swiss collectors.
The members in attendance at the Meeting judged the exhibits. The Helvetia Silver Cup was won by Marc Burgess
(for his display 'Rayon IIs') and the Moore Trophy by Bob Medland (for 'Swiss Postal Agencies in Italy'). Our
Chairman, David Hope presented the awards to the delighted winners. For the record, the subjects of the other
competition entries were :
The Helvetia Silver Cup – 'Standing Helvetia Perfins' – David Colman; 'The Jungfrau Railway'– David Hope; 'The
Strubel Issues and Printing Errors' – Mike Sharp; and 'Pioneer Flights' – Norman Thompson.
The Moore Trophy (for postal history) - 'Swiss Meter Marks 1923 - 1996' – David Hope
Congratulations and thanks to all those who participated.
FORTHCOMING SOUTHERN GROUP MEETINGS
WERNER GATTIKER
All-day meetings held at “The Three Crowns” pub at Whaddon nr. Salisbury, just off the A36, postcode SP5 3HB,
from 10.30 to 4.00. Tea/coffee and lunch provided. The next meetings will be on 2nd June when we shall have
another general members’ display day, but including one session for short one or two frame displays of “My Other
Collection”. These can be other countries, postcards or even non-philatelic hobbies, but preferably with a Swiss
angle. On 20th October (NOT 13th as previously advertised) the general theme will be 'Charity Stamps (Pro
Juventute, Pro Patria)', with Eric Gill being our main speaker on this subject. Further details and map available
from Werner Gattiker (werner@swisstamps.co.uk) , tel. 01273 842 135.
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THREE IMPORTANT NOTICES
A. The Government has introduced new Regulations spawned from the 1998 Data Protection Act, effective from
the 25th May 2018. The Society is required to provide a policy statement on its use of your membership
information which we hold. I draw your attention to the Society's statement which is set out below. If you have
any concerns, please make contact with me. The statement will also be put on our website, and intending new
members will have their attention drawn to it.
B. At the AGM it was agreed that your Committee would be slimmed down in the interests of efficiency, and that
the Chairman’s term of office will in future will be limited to three years. As a result, the Rules of the Society will
need to be amended. A revised document will be provided to you in conjunction with a future newsletter.
C. You will see in the Report on the Society's Annual Meeting (P. 58) that our Chairman, David Hope, has stepped
down after 10 years of loyal service and that there is currently a vacancy. On behalf of your Committee, I am
appealing to any member who is interested in helping to take the Society forward, or who would like to nominate
someone as Chairman – with their consent, of course – to contact me in the first instance, by phone or by email;
my details are on the front page of the newsletter.
Neville Nelder
Secretary

NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN (HPS)
This notice is being distributed to all HPS members in connection with changes in UK and EU law – specifically in
the UK, the Data Protection Act 1998 and the General Data Protection Regulation 2018.
YOUR PERSONAL DATA
The HPS stores data about its members including name, email, postal address, phone number, subscription
payment dates, amounts and method of payment. We have reviewed the purposes of our processing activities
and selected the most appropriate lawful basis for these activities. We have checked that the processing is
necessary for purpose of operating the Society and are satisfied that there is no other reasonable way to achieve
that purpose. We have documented our decision that ‘Legitimate interests’ is the lawful basis which applies to
help us demonstrate compliance.
HPS PRIVACY STATEMENT
Information supplied by you will only be used by the HPS lawfully, in accordance with the Data Protection Act
1998 and the General Data Protection Regulation 2018.
We may use your information to provide you with membership services, for example:
* sending you the Newsletter (by post and/or by email attachment), details of meetings, other occasional
news information and subscription renewals;
* to carry out any other obligations arising from your membership subscription;
* contacting you by telephone, email or post on matters arising directly from your membership.
We will not share your data with any other member without your written consent. We will not share or sell your
information to any third party. The retention periods for personal information will be reviewed annually. We will
hold your personal information on computer or memory stick; our systems are retained only in the direct
ownership of the officers of the Society. You can check the information that we hold about you by emailing us at
secretary@swiss-philately.co.uk or by writing to our Secretary at 76, Greenaways, Ebley Wharf, Stroud GL5 4UQ. If
you advise us of any inaccuracies or if you instruct the HPS that we may no longer retain your personal data we
will delete or correct them promptly as appropriate.
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REPORT OF THE SOUTHERN GROUP'S MEETING IN MARCH 2018 (continued)

MIKE SHARP

Marc Burgess gave a progress report on his work constructing a plate showing the Rayon III large 15Rp and
included several horizontal pairs in his display. It is a challenging task as the lithography process required the
designer to individually draw each stamp onto a printing stone. Each complete plate, 8 across by 5 down, amounts
to 40 stamps. Type tables are available to assist identification but patience is necessary and undoubtedly
perseverance to find those elusive stones.

Examples of Rayon III – 15 Rp 1 st April 1852 Horizontal Pairs LEFT Types 3 & 4 MMII Brick Red Shade with Red Type 76 Federal Grill Cancel
CENTRE Types 5 & 6 ULII Carmine Rose Shade with Black Type 76 Federal Grill Cancels RIGHT Types 7 & 8 URII Pale Carmine Rose Shade
with Black Type 67 Federal Grill Cancel and Blue Sender's Mark.

Cover front and back with Rayon III Large 15Rp 11 th October 1852. An entire letter with a single full-margined stamp (Type 9 Position
MLI) cancelled with a black Type 76 Federal Grill Cancel. From Vevey to Geneva with a black “VEVEY 11 OCT 52” circular date stamp.
Backstamped with two blue “GENEVE 12 OCT 52” circular date stamps.

Werner Gattiker discussed the origin, purpose and latterly commercial exploitation of the soldier stamps. Fred
Bieri designed the first labels as souvenirs for men serving with Fusilier Battalion 38 in June 1915. With an army
based on military service, rates of pay were low and domestic hardship was not uncommon. Recognised as a
means of attracting charitable donations for the families of soldiers, Dr Steiner of Infantry Regiment 11 sold
regimental labels and others followed this example leading eventually to a considerable proliferation attracting
collectors. Overprints and sheetlets were included. After WW2, stocks of soldier stamps in regimental archives
entered the philatelic market.
SWISS POSTAL MILESTONES

EDITOR

A few more “milestones” to add to those published in the Newsletter in November 2014 (Page 90):
1675 Beat von Fischer (1641-1698) founded the Bernese postal service through a monopoly lease agreement with
the government. His mounted courier service extended as far as Lausanne, Geneva, Zürich, Basle, Lucerne, Thun
and Neuchâtel. During his lifetime he also obtained the transit monopoly on the Great St. Bernard and the
Simplon passes; and, jointly with Zürich, he started a mounted postal service over the Gotthard and a north-south
letter-post service to and from the German states (i.e. Thurn and Taxis and Brandenburg), the Netherlands and
Northern Italy.
1735 First regular Swiss mail coach service between Bern and Zürich provided by the Fischer Post – in 1740 it was
extended to Lausanne, Geneva, Basle and Schaffhausen.
1832 The Bernese government expropriated the Fischer post and founded the Bernese cantonal post.
1877 Introduction of telegraph money orders by the PTT.
Can anyone add to the schedule e.g. by defining the key “milestones” of SwissPost ? (Source: PTT-Museum leaflet)
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RICHARD DONITHORN

On 21st/22nd April 19 members and 8 partners attended this very convivial event at the well-appointed Holiday Inn,
situated close by the centre of Nottingham. Best wishes were received from Hazel Vonwiller, Stuart McKenzie,
Don Symonds, Eric Lienhard, Alison Kilpatrick and Anthony Atkinson. Thanks must go, in particular, to the Society's
Chairman, David Hope, who hosted and chaired the event, Martin Lodge for organising the venue and Norton
Wragg for undertaking much of the essential background work.
Werner Gattiker brought a wide range of material which attracted a lot of interest whenever there was a break in
proceedings. Reports from several partners suggested they enjoyed their visits to the attractions of the city and
surrounding area, including Nottingham's Lacemarket and Castle and strolls along the Canal towpaths.
The Saturday morning session began with the 'Peter Vonwiller Memorial Display' which was given by David Hope.
His subject was 'Swiss Army 1939-1945'.
In the afternoon the competition entries were judged and the trophies were presented to the successful winners
(see separate report). This was followed by a range of displays by members – Norton Wragg, Rosalind Ragg, Bob
Medland, Martin Hill and David Whitworth.
At the Society Dinner in the evening the Rev. Kit Jarman said the Grace and led the assembled members in a
minute's silence for our departed colleagues – Claude Mistely, Allan Johnstone, John Parish and John Penman.
After a very pleasant meal, David Hope lead the Toast for the continued success of the Society which is fast
approaching its 75th Anniversary.
After a thought-provoking Annual General Meeting on the Sunday morning, David Colman gave a very well
deserved vote of thanks to our Chairman, David Hope, who was stepping down after 10 years of devoted service,
applauded by all those present. Displays were then given by Rosalind Ragg and Marc Burgess.
The Annual Auction was run by Werner Gattiker with the help of Norton Wragg, Neville Nelder and Martin Lodge.
The Society received a valuable contribution to its funds.
To end the event on a high, Kit Jarman, Mike Sharp and Peter Berck presented a pot-pourri of attractive and
unusual stamps and covers that they had brought along for all to see. In closing the event, Chairman David
thanked all who had contributed to the success of the weekend.
The Minutes of the AGM are forwarded to you with this Newsletter. Details of the various displays given by
members, including the Peter Vonwiller Memorial Display, will appear in future Newsletters.
MEMBER NEWS – Gordon Muir is our latest new recruit. If any of you know someone who you believe to be
interested in Swiss philately, please make them aware of all the benefits of joining our Society. With many
societies struggling to exist we can always do with more members.
SWISS MUSEUM OF COMMUNICATIONS
A major philatelic exhibition 'EXTRÊME: 175 Years of Swiss Stamps' is on display at the recenty revamped
Musuem of Communication in Bern. It runs from 2 nd March to 8th July 2018. The 100-page, fully-illustrated
catalogue (in German and French) can be obtained from IG Briefmarke, case postale 177, 5707 Seengen, Schweiz
(e-mail: ig-briefmarke@schwarzpr.ch).

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History



Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

 Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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ROSALIND RAGG

A Curious Item (illustrated left) – Rosalind began her display with this
sheet of print samples from Trub printers in Aarau. Recently acquired
from an auction house this small piece of thin waste paper (127 x
175mm.) shows part prints of at least 10 Soldier Stamps printed in
1939, except one which was actually printed by Fretz, Zurich. A. Trub &
Cie were established in 1859, became famed for the production of
Hotel Labels and are now Security printers.
The 'Engineering and Landscapes' Issue - After a house move, Rosalind
was forced to sort out her vast accumulation of over many decades of
her 'Horse' and Swiss stamp collections. She was pleased to discover
that there were sufficient items in dozens of boxes, stockbooks, etc. to
make up a 72-sheet display of the 1949 'Engineering and Landscape'
issue suitable to show to local Philatelic Societies. Rosalind estimated
that she had acquired the collection for little cost as she only needed
to fill a few last minute obvious gaps with the help of friends and £
boxes at fairs. Included were examples of Karl Bickel's Ball and Cross
trial prints, which are believed to have been used in the development
of the issue, and a description of each stamp with a postcard view. First
day covers that had been through the post, some registered with back
stamps and examples of stamps used on cover, some singly or in
multiples/mixed frankings to make up the correct postal rates for
particular uses. Also use of the stamps for different purposes e.g.
on uprated newspaper wrappers, postage due, parcel tags and
labels, airmail and coil stamp versions with miss-cuts on cover, a
privately printed booklet and one of the two official booklets, all
the overprinted stamps for Official and International Organisations,
some on cover, and even some varieties and 'Fly-specks'.
Suspension of the Postal Service - At the end of the display David
Hope pointed out to Rosalind that one of her covers (right) was
more interesting than she had thought, posted from Switzerland to
Hungary during the 'Uprising' and returned to sender with a cachet
applied in Zürich.
ANOTHER ERA OF COLLECTING

RICHARD DONITHORN
An optimistic quote from a PTT information bulletin No. 30-64560 for its customers reads:
“Phonecards (Taxcards) are becoming increasingly popular both
with customers using public telephones and with collectors the
world over. In fact, we are receiving an ever growing number of
requests for phonecards from people wishing to start or enlarge a
collection. That is why we have now decided to provide facilities,
on an experimental basis, for ordering phonecards issued by the
Swiss PTT.

We have much pleasure in enclosing details of the currently
available phonecards, some of which feature postage stamps for
the first time. Please use the attached order form, mentioning
your customer number and post it soon to ensure that you get the material you want while stocks last.”
The stamps they chose were the Rabbit, Cats and Owls definitives first issued in 1990 and the two Europa designs
of Hans Erni in 1986. Little did they know that this “new collecting hobby” would have such a short life. Does
anyone know the date of the bulletin? Let me know if you have fond memories of phonecard collecting or have
any particularly interesting cards (illustration please) you have stashed away, waiting for a revival of interest.
n.b. I'm also still looking for examples of Swiss or Swiss-related cigarette cards!
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NEWS FROM THE SWISS RAILWAYS SOCIETY
The Brienz Rothorn Bahn
Further to the article in the July 2017 edition of the Newsletter P. 64. In 2017 this
operation celebrated its 125 th Jubilee Year having opened in 1892. Time to take stock,
since the BRB survives due to its steam engines. Thanks to a steady flow of donations,
and now with a supporting grant from Canton Bern and its Lottery, track renewal
should be on course for completion for the Concession renewal to operate from 2019.
The sections with the remaining 1892 rails are still safe, and a curiosity, but no longer
tenable ….. Rolling stock is maintained in the Brienz depot with much ingenuity. Loco
No. 1 (of the 125-year-olds) did not run in 2017, but was exhibited in Bern and Basel.
It is serviceable but has a frame distortion, which may one day require it being laid
aside. No. 2 was at work all summer. No. 3, also unserviceable, is on loan to the
Verkehrshaus in Luzern; No. 4 is stored in Brienz and No. 5 is planned for service in
2018..... No. 6 after a boiler overhaul and No. 7 with a new firebox re-entered service in 2017...... With big crowds
on good days, a variety of passenger cars must also be kept in order. The historic coach No. 17, newly in light blue
Belle Epoque finish, comes new from overhaul. The BRB is not a museum railway but a business. Keeping it going
in steam operation, and covering costs, is an unending tightrope walk, balancing time, space, skills and funds. The
SRS, whose members value the BRB, is duly appreciative of the small band under Simon Koller who achieve this.
The illustration shows a portrait of Niklaus Riggenbach (1817 – 99) on Pro Juventute J101 - 5+5c – engineer,
builder of locomotives and mountain railroads, particularly the Rigi Railway. He was a pioneer in the use of rack
and pinion systems, which was fundamental to conquering the steep gradients on the Brienz Rothorn Bahn.
Changes to 'British' Transportation
On Saturday 30th September the last doubledecker PostAuto service operated by Thepra AG
Stans (since 2016 part of Verkehrsbetriebe der
Stadt Luzern – VBL) ran between Stans and
Beckenried on Line 311, that connects Stans
Bahnhof and Seelisberg. For more than 20 years
these double-deckers, built by Neoplan in
Germany but known by some as 'British' buses,
have been in regular service on this route. They
are being replaced by conventional new, singledeck Post Autos to the disappointment of Swiss bus and public transport enthusiasts, many of whom made special
trips on the last day they operated. Although Switzerland has many double-deck train compositions, buses of this
'architecture' have not been common in the country. However, whilst 'British' buses were making their last run in
central Switzerland, PostAuto were launching into service a new fleet of genuine British-built double-decker buses
made by Alexander-Dennis in the North East of the country.
The illustration (Photograph: Mario Gavazzi) shows the last double-decker bus serving Line 311 at Stans Bhf.
The Society is grateful to the Swiss Railways Society and the Editor of 'Swiss Express', Malcolm Bulpitt, for enabling this article to be
published.
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Helvetia Philatelic Society
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
22nd April 2018 – held at the Holiday Inn, Nottingham
1. Present were Messrs Berck, Burgess, Cartwright, Colman, Donithorn, Gattiker, Hill, Hoadley, Hodgkins, Hope
(Chairman), Jarman, Lodge, Medland, Nelder, Mrs Ragg, Sharp, Thompson, Whitworth, Wragg.
Apologies were received from Alison Kilpatrick and Anthony Atkinson.
2. The Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 2nd April 2017 [distributed with the newsletter
issue for July 2017]
These were accepted as correct.
3. Chairman's Address
David Hope announced his intention to stand down, as from the date of this meeting. On behalf of all members
David Colman thanked him for all his work on behalf of the Society over the past ten years, and for his excellent
displays and talks, which have been much appreciated.
4. Hon.Secretary’s Report
Membership had decreased over the past year by 6. Seven members had resigned principally due to poor health
and three had died. There had been 4 new members.
The sad loss of our President, Claude Mistely, has resulted in a vacancy; the power to appoint a president is vested
in the Committee. This has been left to the discretion of the new Committee .
The Data Protection Act has generated new Regulations designed to require all organisations to exercise great
care in the storage and processing of personal data. These come into force on 25th May 2018. The Committee has
carefully considered the implications for the Society and has drawn up an appropriate code of conduct. A notice is
to be published in the next available newsletter and a Privacy Statement will be maintained on the website. All
potential members applying to join the Society will have the Statement drawn to their attention.
5. Hon. Treasurer's Report - Statement of Accounts for the year ending 31st December 2017
- 2018 Budget and 2019 subscription rates.
The accounts showed a loss of £435 over the year 2017, principally due to one-off costs incurred through the
development of the website. The Society’s assets amount to £6,000, and therefore there is no need to raise
subscription rates from the current level of £15 as the basic fee, with our newsletter received only in electronic
form. This proposal was adopted unanimously.
6. Appointment of Auditor.
Norton Wragg proposed that we continue with our current auditor, Julia Tibbles. This was adopted.
7. Report of Packet Secretary.
In her absence, Alison Kilpatrick was thanked for all her work, and she had provided a comprehensive report.
Norton Wragg undertook to meet with her this year to discuss further the financial situation of the packet sales in
relation to the overall finances of the Society.

8. Report of Librarian
Bob Medland reported that 4 new books had been added to our library – on Trial Prints, Perfins, Early Postage
Dues, ABPS handbook. The total now stands at 296 items. The library now receives seven journals on a regular
basis.
Only six books were borrowed during the year, and Bob asked members to make better use of our excellent
facility. He requested that members take some time to use the index (available from the website or from him by
email) and explained he could not research books on behalf of members.
The intention is to merge the Northern library with the principal library as the former is now redundant: members
of the Northern group were asked to let him have a list of the books.
9. Newsletter – Editor's Report
Richard Donithorn had submitted a full report itemizing documents published during the year, and was thanked
for all his work and on the standard of the production. He appealed for more members to contribute articles.
10. Website – Report on new website and its management.
As our new website co-ordinator, Mike Sharp praised the work of his predecessor Fred Hoadley, and he wanted to
hear from members about the new version of the website, and particularly about meetings and events that
should appear on the website.
11. Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 2018 -2019
The Committee had considered the structure of the Committee and had resolved to slim it down – to consist of
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, Website Co-ordinator, and two members drawn from the
membership in general. Also that the Chairman should serve a term limited to three years. After discussion, these
proposals were adopted unanimously. The roles of Librarian and Sales Packet Organiser would remain as officers
within the Society. The Rules of the Society need to be amended to reflect this change.
As David Hope had stood down as Chairman, there were calls for volunteers to chair the Society, but none were
forthcoming. Therefore the post was now vacant and there will be an interregnum. The remaining officers were
re-elected en bloc. Mike Sharp was confirmed in the new post of Website Co-ordinator. Werner Gattiker and Bob
Medland were nominated to serve on the Committee, representing the membership in general. They accepted
and were voted onto the Committee unanimously.
12. Motions and Resolutions.
There were none.
13. Any other business including any matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.
a. There was discussion about the best course of action in forming a new regional group in the North and/or
the Midlands. Peter Berck offered to investigate the suitability of one or more venues in or near
Birmingham; this was supported.
b. Werner Gattiker offered to develop a framework for a postal auction for the Society during the year and
he would be prepared to manage it.
Neville Nelder, Secretary
7th May 2018

