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A REGISTERED AIRMAIL COVER SENT ON 2nd AUGUST 1922 FROM DANZIG TO BERN

GILES du BOULAY

The author is Chairman and publications officer of the Germany and Colonies Philatelic Society and founder of the Danzig
Study Group of the U.K. - Editor.

The attractive cover above, sent on 2 nd August 1922 between 11.00 and 12 noon from Danzig 5 PO was correctly
franked at 8M for the foreign letter rate, 4M registration + 60Pf for the airmail fee. It arrived in Berlin later on the
same day (per the red, boxed, airmail forwarding endorsement and transit datestamps) and then in Bern during
the evening of the next day per the BERN 1 III BRIEFTRÄGER arrival backstamp.
The sender, shown as F. Spoerri in the suburb of Danzig-Langfuhr, does not give his full address almost as if he
were well-known enough not to need to should the letter have to be returned. The only mention of him, however,
is in the Danzig directory for 1924, spelt F. Spörri, described as a ‘Direktor’ living at Hauptstraße 48, DanzigLangfuhr. Despite the franking make-up having somewhat of a philatelic look, other aspects point to it as having
been commercial.
Not being sure where the SCHWEIZER FLUGPOST airmail transit datestamp may have been applied and also
wanting some information on the BRIEFTRÄGER handstamp I consulted Bob Medland of the Helvetia P.S., who
kindly responded by return. He noted from the Schweizerisches Luftposthandbuch (2013) that the SCHWEIZER
FLUGPOST handstamp with a dot rather than a dash after the date (being also the only one using a 24-hour time
indicator) is shown as having been used in Basel only from 7 th September to the 19th December 1923. So at that
point it was unclear exactly where my example had first been received into Switzerland.
Subsequently I have discovered in the comprehensive 'Handbuch Luftpost Freie Stadt Danzig' by Herr HansJoachim Düsterwald illustrations of two other airmail covers sent in 1922 from Danzig to Switzerland both
endorsed with the same SCHWEIZER FLUGPOST 15 VI 22 .11 handstamp. They were both sent from Danzig on 13 th
June 1922; the first an uprated Danzig message reply card was addressed to Zürich, and the second a philatelic
registered letter with attached Rückschein card to confirm safe receipt, was addressed to ‘Fischenthal-Zürich’.
Another strike of the SCHWEIZER FLUGPOST handstamp was also applied to the Rückschein card which was
returned along with the letter because it was refused! It seems therefore safe to say that my cover was received at
Zürich-Dübendorf airport then forwarded by train to Bern.
Herr Düsterwald also notes that on 1st June 1922 the Swiss aviation company Ad Astra Aero A.G. (AAA) opened a
line in association with Junkers Luftverkehr (JL) from Genf to Zürich to Nürnberg. At Nürnberg airmail for
Switzerland from Danzig (and other places) and vice-versa going first to Berlin was transferred within a tight 15
minute deadline. Herr Düsterwald adds that to avoid the risk of delay letters from Danzig destined to meet that
deadline were often sent by express train from Danzig to Berlin. From 1923 the AAA/JL transfer location was
moved from Nürnberg to München for a connection by overnight train to or from Berlin.
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POSTAL CHARGES FOR UNDELIVERED PRINTED MATTER

Fig. 1

BOB MEDLAND

Fig. 2

This short note relates to a recent acquisition and, somewhat belatedly, answers a query in the September 2005
Newsletter from David Whitworth. Figures 1 and 2 show the front and back of an official postcard (post office
stationery no. P.4337, printed September 1946) which I added to my ‘Postage Due’ collection recently. It had been
sent on 2nd May 1951 by Zürich main post office to a firm called ‘Alt Zürich’. As can be seen from the back of the
card, the firm was charged 1f35 in respect of 27 undeliverable items of mail @ 5rp.
By coincidence, whilst looking for something else in back-numbers of the Newsletter I came across David’s query
relating to the same form, also issued by Zürich post office but a few years later. It is reproduced below (Figs. 3
and 4) - the same card but a slightly later printing of April 1953. In this case the charge was for three items @ 15rp
and three @ 25rp, total 1f20. So what were these cards about?

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

It was common practice for businesses to send out samples of publications - or perhaps just business flyers - to
mailing lists in the hope of attracting new customers. Many of these items were either refused or undeliverable
so, understandably, the post office charged the sender the cost of handling their return, at printed matter rate.
Official card P4337 was widely used and Zürich post office had it printed additionally on the back for this specific
purpose. Many thanks to Werner Gattiker who once again has kindly come to the rescue with this explanation –
and sorry for the long wait, David, but better late than never.
A footnote: evidently the concept of ‘junk mail’ is nothing new. These days I make a point of returning unwanted
junk mail endorsed “gone away” in the hope that the sender likewise picks up a handling cost and removes my
details from their mailing list. It’s a nice thought, at least.
THE EXHIBITION STUDY GROUP
Interested in Swiss National Exhibitions or philatelic exhibitions? Have you heard of this organisation which is
“devoted to the conservation and study of all matters relating to exhibitions”. They are interested in related
philatelic items, advertising labels, medals, printed ephemera and other commemorative souvenirs. They have
published several books, produce a quarterly journal and hold an annual convention. More details on their
website: www.exhibitionstudygroup.org.
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PERFINS ON STANDING HELVETIAS
DAVID COLMAN
This is an explanatory report on the display David presented at the Annual National Meeting of the Society in
Nottingham in April this year.
Having produced various competition entries on Standing Helvetia (STAHL)
errors, essays and rarities at previous annual HPS meetings it was natural to
search for a new direction and one which seemed promising was perfin Standing
Helvetias. So that was the project for 2017/8? A key aid is the 2014 catalogue
'Swiss Perfins' produced and published by Martin Baer. The catalogue lists 686
perfins of an alphabetic type of which 221 are listed for 1907 and earlier and so
might be expected to exist on STAHLs. So there are plenty of stamps to aim for.
Martin Baer’s website supplement, which lists perfins identified after the
catalogue was printed, includes a 222nd which certainly exists on a STAHL. I
found one in 2017 and thought I had made a new discovery only to find it listed
in the supplement as having been discovered in 2016. That perfin is V14, which
the supplement has not attributed to any company or given any date range. My
copy shown above is on a 50c Standing Helvetia 70D from the 1894 printing and is postmarked V.98 - the day date
is not distinguishable.
One of the difficulties in putting together an exhibit was to obtain sufficient interesting covers, and to combine
those which could be found with sheets of perfin stamps off cover. One solution was to collect examples of
particular perfins exhibiting the different positions in which they can appear. In fact there are 8 possible
orientations (Types) of perfins as shown in the box below.

2

3

6

7

1

4

5

8

Types 5-8 are not common, and in fact collections of only types 1-4 were presented. One set of these was of the
B69 perfin of Benziger & Co. of Einsiedeln as shown below.

T2 Z71C

T3 Z70D

T1 Z73D

T4 Z75D

Pairs of perfins are not particularly common and strips of more than two seem to be particularly rare. The display
contained one pair (shown below), which is M14 from the Meyer & Gloor Company. It is an attractively complex
design of perfin, which is on a 25c 73E STAHL dated 28.10.04. What is interesting about this pair is that it
illustrates what happens when a sheet of stamps is placed in the perforator doubled over. The result is two stamps
with the perfin as reverse images.
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A very much scarcer item (shown below) was the strip of five Fr1 71E stamps with the S16 Philippe Suchard perfin
cancelled in Serrieres, the home of Suchard, on 17.III.93.

Perhaps the most interesting cover in the presentation was a Nachnahme cover sent from SeidentrocknungsAnstalt of Zürich to obtain payment of Fr.2.70 from a company in Wohlen (below left). It carries a 20c 94A stamp
with the S12 perfin of the Seidentrocknungs company 'SA', the correct rate of 10c standard letter rate plus 10c for
money collection. The company specialized in money collection and transfer. What makes the cover especially
pleasing is the additional feature of the 11.06 Zürich razor dispatch cancel, dated 6.II.09, which is in itself quite a
late cancel for the Standing Helvetia series.

Another interesting cover in the display was the striking example from the Banque Commerciale de Bale (or Basler
Hadelsmuhle) to “les fils de Peugeot Frères” (above right). Dated 22.V.02 it carries a 25c 67E stamp to meet the
standard foreign postage charge with a B31 perfin of the Banque 'BH'. It is the second of three BH cancels used by
the Banque, identified by having 31 holes. The most interesting feature of the cover relates to the Peugeot
dynasty of brothers. Created originally In 1810 the brothers Jean-Pierre and Jean-Frederic Peugeot created a still
works. In 1819 the company name was changed to Peugeot Freres Aines et Cie. This cover was sent to JeanPierre’s sons Jules and Emile who at that time ran the company.
NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN HPS
The AHPS's next Society annual meeting will be at SEAPEX, 14 th - 16th September 2018 providing a Seattle venue
for collectors and exhibitors. The Seattle AHPS Chapter welcomes everyone to come and enjoy an end of Summer
excursion to Puget Sound. Five of the AHPS's members will be presenting displays, including George Struble who
will be entering his SCADTA and Swiss Airmail material, parts of which some of us saw in Lucerne last year.
P.S. Hope you all saw the World Rowing Cup event from a very sunny Lucerne televised on the BBC's Red Button
on 15th July. The various trophies presented to the successful crews were a triumph of Swiss design and quality.
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MIKE SHARP

This was my first experience of a NABA exhibition and it was a memorable
event. Within walking distance of the town centre and set back from the lake
shore, the exhibition halls comprised a series of 4 bare interlinking halls
supported only by essential services. In the entry hall, there was a modest
commercial presence including several well known auction houses and a few
dealers familiar to those visitors devoted to the philately of Switzerland. On a
personal note, it was good to renew acquaintances and put faces to past
correspondents. I was delighted to meet up with AHPS members including
George Struble, Bruce Marsden, Roger Heath and Steven Opheim.
They enjoyed some notable successes in the competitions (see the AHPS website exhibits section). Whilst
perusing a dealer's stock, I found myself sitting next to Cedric Harbourne, an overseas HPS member. However, the
real joy of this event was the opportunity to spend three days exploring and studying 258 exhibits covering the
breadth of Swiss philately. After all, it is a celebration of 175 years of Swiss philately. Although my interests are
focused on 19th century postal history and the development of the federal postal system, I was hugely impressed
by the diversity and quality of many displays. My iPad camera was a useful adjunct to try to selectively capture
useful information for later study and, in some cases, translation at leisure.
One could only marvel at some of the specialist material and the associated rarities. The ‘Court of Honour’
included 9 exhibits with the majority providing a wonderful insight about the postal history of the Ticino. The
notable exception was that presented by Yoshido Takashi on ‘Classic Switzerland 1843-1854’. It included an almost
complete sheet reconstruction of the 'Zürich 6 issue'. In the masterclass competition, I particularly enjoyed the
contribution of Jean Voruz about 'Swiss Postal Services Development 1862-1900'. It was attractively written up as
was his presentation on Geneva postal services presented at the RPSL in London last autumn. Elsewhere, in the
early traditional class, a display of the 'Strubel issue' by Arnold Farnow was simply the best collection of this issue
that I have ever seen, notable for the quality of the stamps on display.
But it would be misleading to mention only the early material. Not all displays require such deep pockets to
achieve success although diligent research and a determined search for material, part of the pleasure, is
necessary. I was particularly taken with the study of the 'Switzerland 1949 Engineering & Landscapes issue - rates,
destinations and uses' shown by Bruce Marsden which was awarded a Silver medal. In this class, the Gold Medal
went to Roger Heath for his 'Cancelers' display but that’s another story.
In conclusion, my four day visit to NABA Lugano exceeded my expectations and I would recommend a visit to a
future event. A beautiful walk along the lake shore to the medieval village of Gandria one afternoon after several
hours in the halls was my only distraction but one to be repeated.
THE NEXT MEETING OF THE SOCIETY'S SOUTHERN GROUP
October 20th is the date for this group's next all-day meeting (10am to 4pm, refreshments and lunch provided) at
'The Three Crowns' pub, Whaddon nr. Salisbury, just off the A36, post code SP5 3HB. The main theme for this
meeting is 'Charity Stamps and Cards'. Eric Gill is our main speaker giving us an overall view of Pro Juventute and
Pro Patria issues in the morning, while the afternoon is open for participating members to show some of their
treasures, preferably with a charity stamps angle. This meeting coincides with one of the largest stamp fairs
outside London being held at the Five Rivers Leisure Centre, Salisbury, on Friday & Saturday, 19 th and 20th October,
and some members might want to extend their visit to our meeting into a whole philatelic week-end. Further
information from Werner Gattiker, 01273 842 135 or werner@swisstamps.co.uk .
FURTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Autumn Stampex 2018 - 12th - 15th September 2018 ; Spring Stampex 2019 - 13 th - 16th February 2019 ; Autumn
Stampex 2019 - 11th - 14th September 2019
LONDON 2020 International Stamp Exhibition on 2 nd - 9th May 2020 at the Business Design Centre in London.
Applications to display (if you qualify) must be in by the end of February 2019. Further details on the website:

www.london2020.co
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Der BEOBACHTER

Further to the short article in the June edition of our Newsletter (Page 60), I thought you
might benefit from this additional information published in the June 2018 edition of 'Swiss
Express' (Page 35). The Society is grateful to its Editor and the Author for enabling us to
reprint it in our Newsletter. - Editor.
Did you know that there are some 140 kms of active rack railways in public operation in the
world? This is an estimate put together by the Brienzer-Rothorn Bahn (BRB). Switzerland
has a large share of these. There were more operations, but many have closed. Interestingly
one company, the Jungfraubahn Group, operates some 49km, or 35% of the world total.
The 7.6 km BRB is 5.4% of the total, whilst many more kilometres are on the MGB and Gornergrat, Rochers de
Naye, Rigi, Pilatus, Monte Generoso and other Swiss lines. If the BRB’s numbers are correct, it doesn’t leave much
for the Austria, Japan, USA, Brazil, and other countries with lengths of rack-assisted lines. The USA has the Mount
Washington Cog Railway in New Hampshire that opened in 1868. Many Swiss think that Nicholas Riggenbach
(illustration above) invented rack railways - he didn’t! The honour goes to Sylvester Marsh who first patented his
system in 1861. He designed and built the Mt. Washington line that opened over two-years before Riggenbach’s
Rigi Bahn. The American line is still the second-steepest rack railway in the world after the Swiss Pilatus line.
Riggenbach credited the now little-known Marsh as the inspiration for the development of his rack system for
which he originally obtained a French patent in 1863. Today the Swiss-designed Abt system is the one used by the
majority of rack railways. Although the majority of rack railways are narrow (metre or 800mm) gauge, a few are
standard gauge (Mt. Washington is a unique 4’ 8” gauge), and in Brazil there is 8km of rack- assisted 5’ 3” gauge
line. In Switzerland the Rheineck Walzenhausen line is an unusual 4’ 0” gauge. Although today we associate rackassisted railways with climbing gradients, in 1812 English engineer John Blenkinsop introduced a locomotive on a
relatively level section of the Middleton Railway at Leeds in Yorkshire that had a 3’ cog wheel mounted on the
outside of the engine. This meshed with crude teeth cast into the ‘fishbelly’ profile of the basic 3’ length cast iron
track sections. Blenkinsop patented his idea in 1811 so technically was 50-years ahead of Marsh! This was a coalhauling tramway with no steep gradients and it was soon found that simple traction would do the job so the idea
was not developed, especially since the sole cog-equipped engine blew-up in 1818 killing the driver!
Regarding the visit of Locomotive No. 2 of the BRB to the Snowdon Mountain Railway in September 2018, Ivan
Rodrigues of Switzerland Travel Centre has provided additional information:
“We are bringing from Brienz, in the Bernese Alps, not just a historic Swiss steam locomotive, but an entire
operational Swiss steam train dating from 1891. This is a train that is currently in daily use and is being sent as an
ambassador for Swiss Tourism to the UK. The train, complete with its Swiss crew, will be working in timetabled
public service for the entire month of September (Fridays excluded). None of this has ever been done before. We
are offering this very limited service to the general public for FREE - there are no extra charges and it will be
offered on a first-come-first-served basis each day. This is happening on the UK’s highest railway. Everything
mentioned above is unique in its own right, and as a combined event this is simply a once in a lifetime chance to
see and experience.” Further details on his Website: www.switzerlandtravelcentre.co.uk
Editor - If you want even more information on this event and a forthcoming article in 'Swiss Express' on the
“popular legend” that the Swiss prevented a Nazi invasion during WWII by installing explosives at key points on
their rail network, I can send you a copy by email or post on request (my contact details are on Page 71).
A RESPONSE TO DAVID WHITWORTH'S QUERY

PETER BAMERT

Regarding the card described by David Whitworth in the July 2018 edition of the Newsletter (P. 69): It was sent
from Ormont-Dessous which is a small place 9 kms. northeast of Aigle (well known for its wines) in the Alpes
Vaudoises. The card was addressed to Neu-Solothurn. At the end of the 19th century Solothurn (capital of the
Canton Solothurn) was growing and the suburban area south of the Aare river was called Neu-Solothurn. Despite
being the location of the town's main railway station, it was but an urban district of Solothurn. Since the adressee
had moved, the card was forwarded by train to Leuzigen (not Luzern). Leuzigen is a small community 9 kms.
southeast of Solothurn and had 895 inhabitants in 1910. Since the postcard rate was 5 Rp. (from 1 st December
1891 to 31st December 1917) the card was underpaid by 3 Rappen. From 1 st February 1891 to 30th June 1925 the
amount due was only the difference between the amount paid and the amount due i.e. 3 Rp. Maybe Leuzigen had
no postage due stamps and therefore used a normal 3 Rp. Tell boy stamp. I hope my interpretation helps.
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LOOKING FOR ZEPPELINS?

Fig. 1

RICHARD DONITHORN

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

Fig. 4

Zeppelin enthusiasts must always be disappointed that this revolutionary form of air transport never featured on
the stamps of Switzerland during the 1930s; and must instead seek out the beautiful engraved stamps issued by
Germany, Liechtenstein, the USA and Italy to best illustrate those magnificent, but ultimately vulnerable ships of
the air. Nevertheless, since then, the Swiss have managed to feature an earlier airship the 'Ville de Lucerne'
Aeronef in 1975 on Z564 (Fig. 1) and, more recently, more modern examples have featured on two of their stamps
: the central stamp in the Bodensee tryptique issued in 2016 (Fig. 2 - yes there is one there – prizes for anyone
who can name the type!) and on Z1121 the Zeppelin NT in 2004 (Fig. 3 - used also on the PTT's related
commemorative maxi-card).

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Fig. 8

And, don't forget the various balloon–related items – the first appeared on the commemorative for the Universal
Esperanto Conference held in Lucerne in 1979 - Z624 (Fig. 4). Two of the Piccards' balloons featured on Z864 in
1994 the stratospheric 'FNRS' (Fig. 5) and Z971 in 1999 'Breitling Orbiter 3' which circled the World by wind
power(Fig. 6 - the design was also used for the imprinted stamp on the 2 related official commemorative postal
stationery cards). Also the balloon pilots on Z583 in 1977 (Fig. 7) and Z620 in 1978 (Fig. 8) featuring respectively Kapitän Edouard Spelterini (1852-1931) and Auguste Piccard (1884-1962).

Fig. 9

Fig. 10

In Swiss Philately, balloon post (as opposed to airship) was largely confined to competitive, publicity or
commemorative event flights, such as that which took place during the Swiss National Exhibition in Zürich on 14th
May 1939 - International Ballonwettfliegen backstamped in Kehrsatz on 17 th May 1939 (Fig. 9). A surprising AngloSwiss connection is revealed by the cover in Fig. 10. On his record-breaking crossing of the Alps in a balloon in
August 1912 Captain Speltarini was accompanied by a photographer from the Daily Mirror taking dramatic aerial
photographs. This front-page story was commemorated by the Mirror with a balloon flight from Interlaken to
Oberwald on 26th August 1972; the profits from the sale of covers going to the World Wildlife Fund.
The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.
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OUR ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING
We intend to hold our two-day National Meeting in 2019 on 5th/6th April [Saturday/Sunday] at the Abbey Hotel
Malvern. Malvern is an interesting place to visit, with wonderful views of the surrounding area. Visit their website
www.sarova-abbeyhotel.com .
Don’t miss this one! PLEASE PUT THE DATES IN YOUR DIARY. More information to come in the autumn.
A NEW GROUP MEETING – MIDLANDS AND THE NORTH
Since the folding of the original Northern Group, announced at our AGM, we have been examining the options to
assist members in meeting up in the Midlands and North of England. Our membership is spread far and wide
across the United Kingdom, so finding a venue suited to all is a challenge.
Our member Peter Berck has found a venue at 279, Hagley Road in Birmingham which seems to be suitable as a
trial – the Eaton Hotel. We have fixed a date – Saturday 6th October – for an all day meeting; 11 am to 4 pm
[10.30 for coffee]. I urge all of you who might have an interest to attend. The subject is likely to be 'Members'
Choices', so allowing anyone to show material at whatever standard you like. The charge will be a very reasonable
£15 to include tea/coffee and a lunch.
The venue is easily reached by car from the M5 and M6 motorways [about 20 minutes] and there is a good bus [or
taxi] service from New Street Station which is well served by train from all parts of the country.
If a straw poll shows that a better located venue would draw more members, then further consideration can be
given at our meeting to a new area of search.
Please make the effort to attend – it should be very worth while – Neville Nelder, Secretary
MORE RESEARCH TOOLS

EDITOR

More books on Swiss Philately recently added to the American Philatelic Research Library:
'Die Ausgaben, Rayon III 15Rp. Und 15Cts. kleine Wertziffer' by B. Geiser (Schmerikon: Bearbeitung und
Herstellung durch Honegger Philatelie AG 2005)
'Die Probedrucke der Sitzenden Helvetia
Interessengemeinschaft Strubel- Lieratur, 2004)

ungezähnt

1851–1862'

by

Urs

Hermann

(Wettingen:

'Die Schweizerischen Post-und-Entwertungs-Stempel, 1843-1862' by H. Jäggli-Weber (Luzern: Verlag von
Edelmann & Co., Spezialhaus fur Schweizermarken c1920)
'Schweizer Auslandsfrankaturen zur Zeit der Rayon-Marken 1850-1854' by Gerhard Blaickner (Rankweil: PhilatelieClub-Montfort 2004)
'Das Alpenbuch: der Eidg. Postverwaltung, III.' (Jahrgang: Schweiz Oberpostdirektion c1930)
'Les PTT dans la Cite: Les Postes Genevoises Hier et Aujourd'hui' (Geneva: La Direction d'Arrondissement Postal de
Genève, 1980)
'Die Internierung von Ausländischen Militäreinheiten in der Schweiz, 1859, 1871, 1916-19' by Georges Schild
(Bern: Clipeus-Verlag (Landerneau, Rennes, Paris: Imprimerie Cloitre), 2016)
'Die Internierung von Militär- und Zivilpersonen in der Schweiz, 1939-1946: Eine Geschichtlich-Postalische Studie'
by Georges Schild (Bern: Clipeus-Verlag (Landerneau, Rennes, Paris: Imprimerie Cloitre), 2016)
'Die Internierung von Militär- und Zivilpersonen in der Schweiz, 1939-1946: Eine Geschichtlich-Postalische Studie'
by Georges Schild (Bern: Clipeus-Verlag (Landerneau, Rennes, Paris: Imprimerie Cloitre), 2016)
'Histoire de la Poste de Vevey et son Environment: Apercu historique et Documentaire Publié à l'Occasion du
Cinquantenaire du Club Philatélique de Vevey et Environs' by Traugott Haefeli (Vevey: Club Philatélique de Vevey
et Environs, 1984)
'Die Ortsstempel der Zürcher Aussengemeinden bis zu ihrer Verschmelzung mit der Stadt' by Alfred Müller
( Zürich: Schweizerischeer Altbriefsammler-Verein, Schweiz Spezialsammler-Vereinigung, c1966)
For further information concerning the American Philatelic Research Library and its contents, contact points are:
website: stamplibrary.org ; email: library@stamps.org
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NEWS FROM THE ABPS
The reports of displays to stamp clubs in the Summer 2018 edition of its magazine included a number related to
Swiss Philately, several by members of our Society:
At the St Albans, Harpenden and District Society – Richard Akers of the Pinner P. S. presented a pot-pourri of
'Switzerland' – Peter Mellor's report stated: “the closing of air space around Switzerland by WWII devastated the
finances of Swissair, and the precarious recovery of one aircraft stranded in Amsterdam by the outbreak of the
war particularly caught the imagination. Then we saw Bundesfeier cards from 1910-1937. These were the
precursors of the annual Pro-Patria charity stamps, being sold on the Swiss National Day in support of a particular
charity and including an impressed postage stamp. They featured beautiful artwork which was much admired. As
an encore Richard gave us a comprehensive study of the 'Tell Boy' low value definitives first issued in 1907.
Redrawn twice, the stamps remained in use for over 25 years and they rounded off a very good evening.”
Ayrshire – David Rossall presented 'Some Modern Swiss PTT Cards'.
Chelmsford and District – the theme 'Postage Due' included several items from Switzerland.
Edinburgh – Frank Soutar showed 'Modern Liechtenstein'
Largs and District – Adrian Keppel presented 'The Works of Stamp Engravers'
and finally, Bob Medland's report on our Southern Group's meeting in March, including a nice photo of Don
Symonds presenting his 'dumb' cancels of the Swiss Customs office.
A double-page report on the activities of the 'Stamp Active Network' begged the question: what is the Helvetia
Philatelic Society doing to encourage the next generation of Swiss collectors?
THE NEW EDITION OF THE SWISS AIRMAIL HANDBOOK
This year the Schweizerische Aerophilatelisten-Verein published a much awaited revised and updated version of
its specialist 2-volume Swiss Airmail handbook: the 'Schweizerische Luftposthandbusch 2018 – Schweiz –
Liechtenstein – UNO–Genf'. It is a softcover edition with 596 and 594 colour and black and white pages in
German. The review in the second quarter 2018 edition of the 'American Philatelic Literature Review' described it
as “containing a wealth of information regarding the airmail history of Switzerland. Volume 1 contains descriptions
and listings for information pertaining to scheduled air traffic, special and experimental flights, flight events,
zeppelin flights, international flights, catapult flights, air crashes, emergency flights, significant days of Swiss
aerophilately and commemorative sheets.
Volume II provides further listings and descriptions for balloon mail abroad on Swiss Balloons, pioneer flights,
topical flight and airmail postage stamps, airmail postage stationery, SCADTA (German-Columbian air transport),
advertising stamps, airmail labels, provisional postmarks, airmail postmarks, airport postmarks, commemorative,
postmarks, flight and airmail related machine postmarks, postmarks with various inscriptions about flights, foreign
postmarks, historical notes, military airmail, launched leaflets and finally a chronological list of Swiss airmail.”
Further information on the website of the Schweizerische Aerophilatelisten-Verein at:
www.sav-aerophilatelie.ch/luftposthandbuch-neu/
REPORT ON THE HPS's SOUTHERN GROUP's MEETING IN JUNE

MIKE SHARP

Fine weather brought 14 members and 2 guests to this popular venue with 6 others tendering their apologies.
Once again, a theme of 'Members' Contributions' attracted displays from 12 participants. The programme
included an invitation to display items of philately of personal interest but not necessarily associated with
Switzerland.
Freddie Hoadley presented part of a display, previously shown to the U.K.'s Postal History Society, about the
history and development of the Swiss Northeastern Railway (NOB). The company was established in 1853 by the
merger of the Swiss Northern Railway with the Lake Constance and Rheinfall Railways. Under the patronage of
Alfred Escher, it expanded rapidly extending to 850 km of track with 6 routes established during the years prior to
the 1902 nationalisation of the railways: Zürich -Aargau ; Schaffhausen-Winterthur ; Zürich-Romanshorn ; AargauWinterthur ; Zürich-Bern and Bern-Romanshorn. He illustrated the routes and described developments in the
handling of post, the introduction of TPOs and the chronological changes in the design of the cancellers prior to
the common usage of Ambulant cancellations in the 1870s.
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Ted Stern gave a comprehensive display on 'Day of the Stamp'. This annual event founded at a meeting of the
Congress de Federation Internationale Philatelie 1936 was acknowledged in Switzerland with an issue the
following year and thereafter annually on the first Sunday of December. He produced a fine series of the issued
covers. Different locations for the cancellation were chosen each year. Variation of the cancellations from the plain
circular to later pictorial designs were illustrated on the chosen stamps.
Eric Lienhard shared sheets from his early stamp collecting days ranging from Rayons to selected UPU printing
errors and Postage Due stamps. Not all complete, but he reminded us of the longevity of his philatelic interests
when he remarked that the handwritten blue ink annotations were probably sixty years old.
Bob Medland displayed postage due covers adopting a theme of 'Definitives or other stamps used for that
purpose'. He reminded us that essentially PDs were accounting labels for administrative purposes directing the
postman to collect outstanding fees. Additionally the use of high PD stamps e.g 500cts, was adopted in the 1890s
for pre-franking of mail, especially parcels prior to the issue of a 3 Franc stamp. His covers included several
unusual items including a letter from San Salvador which attracted an out of hours charge for a Sunday delivery
and a 1937 censored cover from a clock seller in Republican-held Barcelona to La Chaux-de-Fonds.
Bob Brown commented (as an accountant) on the subject of postage dues that retention of the received covers by
recipients for accounting purposes and reconciliation of the petty cash might be normal practice in some
businesses. He displayed a pot-pourri of material including four pre-philatelic letters dated 1813 from Milan to
Gersau and four postcards sent during World War I from Serbia to a medical student in Berne. Finally, he included
a few Liechtenstein first day covers with Courvoisier design imprints.
Mike Sharp displayed a series of sheets illustrating the development and application of silk thread paper in
postage stamp and postal stationary production. In Britain, John Dickinson used silk thread paper for his 1839
Treasury Competition essays. It was rejected for stamp production but adopted for the production of Mulready
and postal stationery envelopes as well as the later high value embossed stamps. The perceived security benefits
of the paper were acknowledged elsewhere. Early stamp issues in Bavaria, Holstein and Wurttemberg and Prussia,
the latter for four postal stationery envelopes only, used silk thread paper as did the Munich printings of the first
Strubel stamps.
Anthony Atkinson shared his fascination with Zeppelins bringing along two models as well as a small selection of
covers. He gave us a short history of Graf Zeppelin and the development of the airship from experimental flights to
the commercial exploitation which ceased following the Hindenberg disaster in 1937. Covers shown included
items from the W. R. Hearst sponsored round the world flight of 1929 and the 1933 circumnavigation of the
Atlantic Ocean.
Eric Gill adopted a theme of ‘Communications and Bureaucracy’ as he outlined the early postal history of Cyprus.
Great Britain acquired Cyprus from Turkey in 1878 in exchange for military and political assistance against Russia.
Previously, as part of of the Ottoman Empire, the Austrian Steamship Company provided a limited postal service
calling only at Larnaca. The British administration encountered considerable practical difficulties as the transport
infrastructure, mainly mule tracks, severely restricted inland communications. In fact, the last mule use was in
1951. The presentation described the expansion of the postal service, the opening of new post offices and
changes in cancellation design. (Remainder of the meeting report to follow)

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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