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SHIP MAIL ON THE SWISS LAKES

DIK BAKKER and FRANS HAAGEN

Figure 1. Marker indicating that the stamp was cancelled aboard ship

Introduction
Today, when there are obstacles to mail being transported over land, we simply call in the help of an aeroplane. In
the early days, however, other means of transport had to be found to solve the problem. There seem to be few
countries where this was so often the case as in Switzerland; if it were not a mountain getting in the way, then it
would probably be a lake. With the arrival of airmail, around 1910, the mountains were slowly conquered. For the
shorter distances, the construction of tunnels and better roads over the mountain passes made local transport by
the famous Swiss mail buses possible, both in summer and winter. The many Swiss lakes, however, still remained a
hurdle. A main road, or a railroad for that matter, often terminated in a more or less major town on the shore, and
the shortest route to a town on the other side led over water more often than not. In some cases, that town was
in another country, which might mean extra complications.
Ship Mail
Long before official mail services was introduced there was traffic and the exchange of goods across the Swiss
lakes. Occasionally, captains would take along mail. Documents stemming from the C15th show that already in
those days there would be surcharges on mail from one monastery to another in case letters had to be taken
across a lake. This may be seen as an early example of “ship mail”. Around 1600, the House of Thurn und Taxis
created the first organised mail service in Europe. There were fixed tariffs for the respective routes which were
higher if the mailman had to go aboard a ship at one stage. Until the beginning of the nineteenth century the
journey would be made by sailing boats, or even rowing boats. From around 1820 onwards these were replaced
by steamboats, and these in their turn by motor vessels.
In this article we will consider only those postal items as “ship mail proper” that have an explicit marking which
indicates that they were transported over water, such as a special cancel or stamp, or an authentic handwritten
indication. Such pieces may be franked, but it may also concern pre-philatelic mail. Pieces that do not have such a
marking but must of necessity been transported over water nevertheless may be added to this category. The
condition is that it can be shown, by way of contemporary documents, that the only way of transportation must
have been over water for at least part of the relevant journey. In the absence of such documents, cancellation of
mail in the port of departure or arrival, and the time lapse between these two, may indicate that transport over
water was the most likely route. The latter type may be called “ship mail by implication”.
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Cancels
Ship mail is typically marked by one or more of different kinds of cancels. We will distinguish the following
categories:
a) General. This is a cancel that indicates that the postal item has been on board a ship for at least part of the
trajectory, without any indication of port of departure or port of arrival.
b) Name of the lake. This cancel mentions the name of the waterway over which transport has taken place.
c) Route/trajectory. This cancel indicates the route followed by the ship. It could be the ports of departure and
arrival, but mail may also have been taken aboard or delivered in an intermediate port.
d) Port of departure. The cancel mentions a place as the port where the item has been taken aboard.
e) Port of arrival. The cancel mentions a place as the port where the item has been brought to on land.
f) Shipping company. The cancel mentions the company that owns the ship that carried the item.
g) Ship. The cancel mentions the name of the ship that carried the item.
h) Ship’s facility. The cancel mentions a facility aboard the ship, such as a restaurant or souvenir shop.
i) Implicit. This is a cancel or a combination thereof that makes it likely, or certain, that the item has been
transported by ship over at least part of its journey. This could be a combination of two ports, as in d) and e), but
without the cancels explicitly indicating that it concerns transport over water. Further evidence may be derived
from departure and arrival times, and information about the lack of roads and rail connections between the two
places.
A combination of two or more of these cancels is possible, which then completes the picture of the postal route
taken. Also, one cancel may contain more than one of the categories above, for instance a ship’s name plus its
company.
Furthermore, distinction may be made between cancels that have been applied on the shore and those that were
applied by a postal employee aboard a ship. In the German literature on this topic the term Schiffspost is used for
the latter type of mail, while the more general term Seepost is used for mail that was not cancelled aboard.
Trajectory cancels – type (c) above – are an example of Schiffspost, since these are typically applied aboard, in an
auxiliary branch of the post office. In some cases, the fact that an item has been cancelled aboard is marked
explicitly, as shown in figure 1 (previous page). This postcard was sent from somewhere in Germany to St. Gallen,
and entered Switzerland on 20th August 1938 in Romanshorn, coming in over Lake Constance. The prefix SEE- to
the name of the town indicates that Romanshorn was the port of arrival. This cancel has been applied aboard,
witness the red boxed cancel 'Auf dem Schiff abgestempelt' (Cancelled aboard).
In this article, we will have a closer look at mail that has been transported over the following Swiss lakes:
Lake Constance (Bodensee) ; Lake Luzern (Vierwaldstättersee) ; Lake Zürich (Zürich See) ;
Lake Geneva (Lac Léman) ; Lake Lugano (near Lago Maggiore) and some smaller lakes.
Lake Constance, Lake Geneva and Lake Lugano are special since they border on more than one country, which has
postal and thus philatelic implications. For each lake we will discuss some of the most important routes that mail
boats took, the respective cancellations to be found, and other, more specific features. Although we have done
our best to be as comprehensive as our collections allow us to be, we do not claim completeness in any way.
Lake Constance – Bodensee
This is the most northern lake of Switzerland. The total shore length is 132 miles. The river Rhine enters it on the
east side and exits in the west, on its way to the North Sea. It is the most spectacular of the Swiss lakes in terms of
postal history, since for a long time there were no less than five countries surrounding it. Figure 2 shows a map
depicting the political situation around 1850. 1
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Figure 2. Lake Constance – situation around 1850

So, clockwise, we find: Baden, Württemberg, Bavaria, Austria and Switzerland. Liechtenstein, at some 20 miles
south of the lake, is in the area, but it does not seem to have contributed anything of postal and philatelic interest
for the current purposes. Each of these countries had its own stamps and postal tariffs, with the predictable
implications, as we will see.
The earliest example of ship mail on Lake Constance dates from the fifteenth century. In the archive of St. Gallen,
just south of the lake, there is a letter sent from Ulm (Germany) in 1446 to which a surcharge is applied for
transport over water. A map of the area of St. Gallen drawn in 1450 shows routes over the lake from Arbon, the
port of St. Gallen, to several locations on the other side. On later maps, the number of such routes increased.
Around 1450 a regular mail service started between Lindau, on the east side of the lake, and Milano. The first part
went over the lake, to Fußach, and bypassing the overland route via Bregenz.
In the early nineteenth century mail traffic across Lake Constance really got underway. The first regular ship mail
service was started by the Thurn und Taxis firm, mentioned above. From May 1 st 1814 mail from Württemberg to
the Swiss Cantons Thurgau and Zürich was transported by a sailboat between Langenargen and Romanshorn. This
trip could take anywhere between four and seven hours, depending on the wind and the weather. In March 1820
this service was replaced by a bi-weekly crossing to Rorschach, in canton St. Gallen. In 1823, Friedrichshafen
became Württemberg’s port of departure. A year later sail was replaced by steam, the ‘Wilhelm I’ becoming the
first steamboat on these waters. From 1830 onwards the trip took place three times per week, and from 1842 on
a daily basis.
Unfortunately, mail transported this way did not receive any special marks, so it cannot be included under the
stricter definition of ship mail applied here. This situation changed around 1850, when mail started to be
cancelled both in the port of departure and the port of destination. Therefore, this is the first mail that can safely
be assumed to have been transported across Lake Constance. This becomes clear above all when we notice that
only a few hours passed between the application of the first and second cancels on the letter concerned. This is
the case for the letter shown in figure 3 on the next page. 2 It was sent on 17th April 1850 from Friedrichshafen
(Württemberg) to Wahlen (canton Aargau). It arrived the same day in Rorschach, and the next day at its
destination. Given the small time difference this letter must have been transported over water.
As we saw above, Romanshorn had lost its ship mail connection with Württemberg in 1820 to Rorschach. As a
result, the postal route of cantons Thurgau and Zürich then went via canton Aargau. Given the sharp increase in
the amount of mail after the introduction of the postage stamp, a new ship mail service was introduced in 1851
between Friedrichshafen and Romanshorn. This one was connected directly to the recently opened fast mail
coach service between Romanshorn and Zürich, with a further connection to the rest of the country.
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Figure 3. Letter from Friedrichshafen to Wahlen via Rorschach

Postal routes on Lake Constance got a new impulse when, in 1856, a railroad line was constructed from Z ürich to
Rorschach. Later on, this line was extended to Romanshorn. From 1869 onwards, mail was not even passed from
train to boat anymore. The complete train crossed the lake aboard a specially designed ship that moored in
Friedrichshafen. Postal items that exist with a unified cancel, 'Eisenbahn- & Dampfboot Romanshorn' (Train- &
Steamboat Romanshorn), are proof of this.
So, Württemberg was the first country with which Switzerland had a ship mail connection. Baden followed in
1831. The steamboat ‘Leopold’, which already ran a postal service between Konstanz in Baden and Lindau in
Bavaria, from then on made a stop in Rorschach, to exchange mail and other goods. In 1837 a bi-weekly service
between Lindau and Rorschach was added to this by way of steamboat ‘Ludwig’, establishing a bilateral
connection between Switzerland and Bavaria. A connection between Romanshorn and Lindau followed in 1842,
creating a direct line to Thurgau and Zürich.
More connections were established between the five countries around the lake. Baden, with the longest coastline
(49 miles), even had a domestic ship mail service between its respective costal towns. It is remarkable that, while
Austria had ship mail connections with all three other countries, there was never a connection established with
Switzerland. Possibly, the existing overland connections had always been sufficient.
With the end of the century approaching, the train became ever more important. Railroads were even
constructed along the borders of the lake. In 1871, the Rorschach-Romanshorn line was extended to Konstanz.
The Lindau-Friedrichshafen-Oberlingen line, connecting the states of Baden, Württemberg and Bavaria, followed
in 1901. It should be noted that the latter two states had joined the united German empire in 1871. Bavaria
followed after the Great War, in 1918.
While the train had initially caused an increase in the amount of mail transported across the lake, expansion of
the railroad network would also spell its decrease, and its demise. On 30 th April 1961 came the end of the official
postal service on Lake Constance. From then on, all mail would either go by road or by air.
COUNTRY
Baden
Bavaria
Austria
Germany
Switzerland

Württemberg

FIRST STAMP
1851
1849
1850
1872
1843 (Zürich; Geneva)
1845 (Basel)
1849 (transition)
1850 (Bund)
1851

LAST REGULAR STAMP
1868
1920
-

FIRST SHIP MAILBOX
1891
1882
1885
1882

1900

1889

Table 1. Introduction of stamps and ship mailbox per country

Postal items from the period 1820-1961 give ample testimony to the postal connections across the lake. Almost all
types of cancellations defined in the introduction are shown below. Before having a look at an example of each of
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them, an important aspect of the mail on Lake Constance has to be mentioned, connected to the fact that no less
than five countries once surrounded it, and in 1961 still three. Table 1 shows in what year the first postage stamp
appeared in the relevant countries. The conclusion may be that there had been ship mail for some decades before
the first stamps were issued. So, from each of the countries we may expect to find ship mail with the first issues.
From 1882 onwards, mail boats were equipped with their own mailboxes with a postal clerk aboard to take care of
the cancellations. This happened for the first time in 1882 on the line Romanshorn – Lindau between Switzerland
and Bavaria.
Initially, each country had its own tariffs for ship mail, and allowed only its own stamps. However, when Baden in
1891 finally also introduced a mailbox and a post office on its mail boats, it was decided that stamps from all
countries would be allowed on ship mail, irrespective of the place of departure or arrival. The only provision was
that it had to be the right amount for the final destination. The formulation of this provision could be interpreted
such that stamps from two or more countries might be used on one item, provided that they added up to the
right amount. This led to mixed frankings, where stamps of two, three, four or even all five countries might be
found on one letter or card. This has been exploited to a large extent, by philatelists and by those who wanted to
make a profit from them. Among the latter Julius Maus from Lichtenthal (Baden) stands out: literally hundreds of
multi-franked pieces still in existence bear his name. 3 Figure 4 below is an example. This is a Swiss card, posted on
20th May 1899, with an imprinted 5 rappen stamp, and an additional 2 pfennig Württemberg and a 3 pfennig
German reichspost stamp, together 10 monetary units. This was the fare for a card to this destination. Both
stamps are cancelled with a type (a+b) cancellation from Württemberg, reading 'K.W. Schiffspost auf den
Bodensee' (Royal Württemberg ship mail on Bodensee). Note that the sender, an acquaintance of Herr Maus, went
equipped with a ready-made stamp of the dealer’s name and address.
Figure 5 presents the address side of a picture postcard of Lake Constance and the castle of Friedrichshafen
(Württemberg), sent on 7th July 1897, to Dresden (Germany). It might have been posted aboard between
Friedrichshafen and Lindau. The card has a stamp from each of five countries - Germany instead of Baden, which
no longer had its own stamps - again totalling to 10 units. Arguably, postcards were sold already provided with
such combinations of stamps.
On 24th April 1900 this practice was ended: from then on, the postage due had to be paid by stamps from one
country only. One could still, however, use stamps from any of the relevant countries, irrespective of the country
the mail originated from.

Figure 4. Three nationalities postcard sent to J. Maus

Figure 5. Five countries postcard to Dresden

This is a translation of an article that first appeared in 'Jungfraupost', the journal of the Studiegroep Zwitserland,
the Dutch Study Circle of Swiss Philately. The Society is grateful to the Studiegroep and the authors for enabling it
to be reproduced in our Newsletter. The second part, including footnotes, will appear in a future newsletter.
IN SEARCH OF WILLIAM TELL
EDITOR
Further to the article in the February 2018 Newsletter on places which ardent William Tell fans might visit. In the
little village of Ernen in the Upper Rhone Valley there is a building known as the Tellenhaus (1578) which was
restored in the 1980s. On one of its external walls is a medieval-style fresco which is believed to be the earliest
known representation of the William Tell legend, complete with William holding his crossbow and his son with the
apple. It is thought to date from the last quarter of the C16th. (Ref. 'Off the Beaten Track Switzerland' MPC 1989.)
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A POT-POURRI SPANNING 250 YEARS
MARC BURGESS
This is a summary of the wide-ranging material included in the display Marc gave at the Society's Annual National
Meeting last April in Nottingham.
A letter of 1682
A multi-paged document bound on parchment - translated by a friend of a Swiss relative from old German
Kurrentschrift into German, from which Marc translated it into English to discover that the document was a
guardianship undertaking for a child who had lost both his parents. (If you want a copy of Mark's full translation of
this letter the Editor can send you a copy by email or post - contact details on the Newsletter's front page header.)
Business letters 1809/1811 - two letters from Altdorf, Uri to Faido, Ticino, each with a rare straight-line boxed
"ALTORF" cancel which was only used between 1805 to 1812 (note the old spelling of Altdorf). Both were business
letters written in Italian with endless questions for clarification from the client, sent respectively in March 1809
and February 1811 via the trans-Gotthard route. At this time the 60km. journey over the mountains could only be
made by mule – bearing in mind that in summer such a trip would be paced at about 10-15 kms. a day.
Unfortunately, the letters carried no arrival date stamps, so the actual journey times by mule tracks over the
Gotthard in deep winter snows are unknown. One can only imagine the hardships involved. Or were the letters
held waiting in Altdorf until the winter snows had melted sufficiently to enable their carriage over the Gotthard to
Ticino? Any thoughts from members would be much appreciated.
Provisional Issues/Overprints - Provisional issues were produced for several reasons – stamps required because
there is a suddden shortage of certain values or to use up surplus stocks of values in excess of normal
requirements or because of unplanned changes in postal rates to values not already provided in existing definitive
stamps for use until new stamp issues were made available. Marc's examples included overprints on the Tell Boy,
Tell and Sitting Helvetia designs in singles, blocks and sheets with inter-spaces, se-tenants and gutter pairs.
Strubels - A magnificent display emphasising the complexity of the issue.
First issue of the Sitting Helvetias 1862/64 including many on cover. Marc revealed that he learnt his system of
presenting colour shades in a circle from a Thai military chief who, after working with him for some time, turned
out to be a fellow philatelist.
UPU Anniversary Commemoratives 3rd July 1900 – sets on covers with Congress cancels. Full set on a postcard
with last day of validity cancel. Issues B and C 31.12.1900. A wide range of varieties including perforation types
and plate defects. The illustrations below show a locally addressed cover (left below) with all 3 values of the Issue
'A' stamps posted on the second day of the UPU Congress cancelled with the official circular date stamp using the
Frederic de Coppet newly patented canceller (right). Backstamped "Bern Bundeshaus 3 VII. 00. - 8" (centre).

Finally, an example of one of the pages from Marc's display is shown on the next page.
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The Story of the Perforations on the 3 Issues of the 1910 Commemoratives for the 25th Anniversary of the UPU
For the first printing, Issue 'A', the old 1862 Sitting Helvetia perforation units (gauge 11¾) were turned by 90
degrees. All pins of the vertical rows were removed, and all pins from the 2 nd, 4th, 6th, 8th and 10th horizontal rows
were also removed. For the vertical perforations the old 1891 perforation units (gauge 11½ x 11) that served for
the Standing Helvetia Issues 'C' and 'D' were again turned by 90 degrees, from which all pins in the vertical rows
were removed, leaving only the horizontal rows with gauge 11½. This resulted in the first UPU printing, Issue 'A',
being line perforated stamps with gauge 11¾ x 11½.

1862 Sitting Helvetia
Gauge 11¾

1900 UPU lssue'B'
Gauge 11¾ x 11½

1891 Standing Helvetia
Gauge 11½ x 11

For the second lssue 'B', and the third re-engraved lssue 'C' printings, the spaces between the clichés were
adjusted so that a harrow perforation could be employed, utilizing again old perforation units from the 1862
Sitting Helvetia issue (gauge 11%) from which the pins of the even numbered vertical rows were removed. The
pins at the former intersections were susceptible to bending out of line, causing the 12th vertical hole to be
laterally shifted to the left or right.

1900 UPU lssue'B'
Gauge 11¾ Misplaced perforation left

1862 Standing Helvetia
Gauge 11¾

1900 UPU lssue'B'
Gauge11¾ Misplaced perforation right

A REMINDER OF THE FORTHCOMING FIRST MEETING OF OUR NEW GROUP
NEVILLE NELDER
Just to remind you of our new Midlands and Northern Areas Group meeting to take place on Saturday 6 th October
at the Eaton Hotel, Hagley Road Birmingham. Please try and be there by 10.30 am if possible; we will start at 11
am, with “Members’ Displays” as the theme. It would be most helpful if you could let me know beforehand if you
intend to come along – contact by email: nevillenelder@gmail.com or by 'phone on 01453-765937; it helps the
hotel catering staff.
ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING – The venue for this event will now be at the Stonehouse Court Hotel near Stroud
for the dates of 6th and 7th April 2019, which have not changed from those advertised in the previous newsletter.
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COMPETITION SUCCESS

SEPTEMBER 2018
EDITOR

Congratulations to all the members of the American HPS who received high
class medals at NABA in Lugano and elsewhere. “Across the Pond” I can report
that our member, Alan Green, was recently awarded a large vermeil medal for
his entry in the Cinderella class in the National Competition run by the ABPS.
Alan's entry was on the 'International Bureau of Education's Service of
Intellectual Aid to POWs 1940-1944'. It was on show at the York Stamp and Coin
Fair in July.

THE SOCIETY'S PACKET SERVICE

PACKET SECRETARY, ALISON KILPATRICK

The Packet is one of the most useful services the Society provides for its members. It is a valuable source of
material for specialists, generalists or beginners alike to expand their collections. 27 packets, each containing
several small books of Swiss philatelic items, were in circulation last year.
Sales from the Packet continue to be encouraging. Several completely new books were introduced and sales from
these were very good. It is evident from the sales that a wide range of good quality material is still being
purchased by the membership. Classic material, Revenues, Soldier stamps, Postal History and Airmail items seem
to sell the best, although there have also been requests for more modern material.
Advice for users of the Packet Service - Please try to peruse and send on the packets as soon as you can. It is very
important that members phone ahead to the next recipient and indicate that they have done so on their return
slip as this is now mandatory for the terms of insurance. They must complete all address information on the
return slip (this helps with identifying who has been sent the packet), sign the cheques that they have enclosed
and also sign their own name clearly so I can see who the return slip is from. If they use previous packaging they
must ensure that the new address is firmly affixed.
Finally I would like to thank all our contributors without whom there would be no packet. Your feedback is very
valuable as it helps me in determining the content of future packets. I hope you continue to find some interesting
items to purchase at reasonable prices. Further information on the Packet Service, how to receive the service or
contribute a book of sale items to it can be obtained from Alison Kilpatrick – her contact details are on the
Society's website - www.swiss-philately.co.uk
REPORT ON THE HPS SOUTHERN GROUP's MEETING IN JUNE (PART TWO)

MIKE SHARP

David Toft has a special interest in postage due stamps and their application. On this occasion, he displayed
examples of underpaid mail, not paid by the recipient, returned to the sender. Even so, interpretation of covers
can be difficult as was illustrated by a Zürich wrapper dated 5-1-1895 correctly paid at 2cts (<50g) but not
accepted by the addressee. It was returned to the sender and re-sent on 12-1-1895. The sender was charged a
further 2cts only. It is presumed that this was because the re-entry into the postal system was after an interval of
4 days. He also reminded us that a 1919 instruction authorised the postal authorities to open an undeliverable
envelope to identify the sender if their address was not recorded on the outside of the envelope.
Marc Burgess gave a comprehensive display of the 'Cross and Numerals' stamps issue including his usual clockface
layouts on individual sheets which effectively illustrated the differing shades of colour on individual issues.
Don Symonds showed an attractive series of PTT colour postcards ‘Switzerland at the Time of the Mail Coaches’.
The diversity of the original processes employed by the artists was striking. Included were oil and watercolour
painting, lithography, woodcut and aquatint engraving.
John Garrett (guest) introduced us to the 1910 Bournemouth International Airshow with a short series of
postcards. His description of this event, unknown to most of us, highlighted the infancy of aviation developments.
Both the logistical challenges for the hosting local authority and nature of the competitions for the 40
participating pilots were a reminder of the prevailing challenges. The event was contemporary with the 1913
Pioneer Flights of Switzerland which promoted support for investment in Swiss aviation.
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NEWS FROM THE UNITED NATIONS POSTAL AUTHORITY

The country chosen by the UNPA this year as part of their ongoing series of UNESCO World Heritage sites is Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. The subjects featured on the two Geneva Office stamps are Stonehenge and
Edinburgh. The others on the UN New York and Vienna Offices' stamps respectively - Conway Castle, Maritime
Greenwich, the Palace of Westminster and the Giant's Causeway. The stamps, related booklets and first day covers
can be obtained via the UNPA website: unstamps.org
THE SWISS ASSOCIATION OF POSTAL CANCELLATION COLLECTORS (ASCEP or SVPS)

EDITOR

This organisation has a long and distinguished history, but its future has been under some doubt in recent
months. Since the retirement of their President Walter Regassi and the Editor of their journal 'der
postempelsammler', Peter Klingelfuss, they have been struggling to find “new blood” to run the Association. At a
meeting of their “General Assembly” in March it was agreed that Walter Hobi with support from Christoph
Burgunder would temporarily assume the role of President with a view to Herr Peter Leeman taking over the job
on a more permanent basis in 2019 (to be confirmed at the next General Assembly meeting). The search for a new
Editor goes on. This is good news for all lovers of Swiss Philately and provides new evidence to suggest that our
hobby can weather the “current storm” of declining numbers of collectors willing or able to assist in running our
philatelic institutions.
The Society's website is www.svps-ascep.ch Editions of their journal, 'der poststempelsammler'/'le collectionneur
d'empreintes postales', are held in our Society's Library to borrow on request.
THE NEXT MEETING OF OUR SOUTHERN GROUP
20th October 2018 is the date for this group's next all-day meeting (10am to 4pm, refreshments and lunch
provided) at 'The Three Crowns' pub, Whaddon nr. Salisbury, just off the A36, post code SP5 3HB. The main theme
for this meeting is 'Charity Stamps and Cards'. Eric Gill is our main speaker giving us an overall view of Pro
Juventute and Pro Patria issues in the morning, while the afternoon is open for participating members to show
some of their treasures, preferably with a charity stamps angle. This meeting coincides with one of the largest
stamp fairs outside London being held at the Five Rivers Leisure Centre, Salisbury, on Friday 19 th & Saturday 20th
October, and some members might want to extend their visit to our meeting into a whole philatelic week-end.
Further information from Werner Gattiker, 01273 842 135 or werner@swisstamps.co.uk .
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ADVICE FOR VISITORS TO SWITZERLAND IN THE 1920s

EDITOR

“Register all luggage that is not easily portable and will not be wanted en route to the first town in Switzerland at
which you propose to stay or to break your journey by rail.......... You will have no further concern with it until
arrival at the Swiss frontier station, possibly not even then, as it is often carried on to the train's destination at
Basel or other important centre. ….....British tourists, accustomed only to our own light-weight parcels post, do
not make anything like sufficient use of the very convenient Swiss postal service for luggage. In moving from one
centre to another by far the least troublesome method is to hand the heavy baggage to the concierge of your
hotel, for despatch by post, and, if it be properly addressed, you will either find it waiting for you on arrival at your
next destination or it will follow in the course of a train or two. Morerover, the cost will probably be less, for on
the Swiss railways and steamers only hand baggage is carried free.”
“One of the best ways of seeing the country in summer for those who do not care for walking is to make use of
the diligences (Postkurse), the majority of which are now motor-vehicles.”
“A duty of 16/4d per cwt. for cars must be paid on deposit when bringing motor vehicles into the country which is
refunded when the machine leaves, on production of the receipt........ Skilled mechanics are to be met with in all
the principal towns, but repairs, spare parts etc. are not usually to be obtained by the wayside. The driver should
therefore be a competent mechanic, and spare parts likely to be wanted should be carried.”
Ref. - Ward, Lock and Co.'s 'Continental Handbook of Switzerland' c1927.
NEWS FROM RÖLLI AUCTIONS AG

CHRISTINA RÖLLI

In our Auction on 13 th and 14th September 2018 there will be 2,300 items to be auctioned. We are proud to offer
three fascinating exhibits, i.e. 'District Trachselwald/ Canton Berne', 'Cash on Delivery' and 'Wrappers', all of which
have been collected over decades. We are also happy to announce that we will be offering the late Claude
Mistely’s collection as over 40 seperate items, mostly collections and lots. Claude specialised in Airmail, WW1 and
2, Picture Postcards etc., but he was interested in many fields in Swiss and Liechtenstein philately. Also in
September we have decided to offer Worldwide Material (which we usually do just once a year in February)
because we have received some impressive consignments, including a study of the 'Germania 10Pfg' and many
interesting items from two worldwide collections which each filled two rooms in the previous owners' houses.
We look forward to welcoming you in our new premises in Rothenburg near Lucerne either for previewing or - our
preference - in person at the Auction. (n.b. The Society has received a copy of the Auction Catalogue - Editor.)
Note from the Editor: Other very interesting items from Claude's collection will be sold by Mayfair Philatelic Ltd. at
their auction on 14th October at 2018 Lingfield Racecourse (Surrey). They can be viewed on-line at
www.mpastamps.com from 10th September. Contact Tel: +44 (O) 20 3019 3630. A schedule of the items will be
sent out with the September or October edition of the Newsletter.
Rölli have recently moved to new premises in the town of Rothenburg, a short distance to the west of Lucerne.
The offices are easily accessible by train and bus and there are good parking facilities. Their new address is: Rölli
Auctions Ltd. Buzibachring 4a, CH-6023 Rothenburg, Switzerland. Their telephone number and website are
unaltered. We apologise that there wasn't time to include their new address in the advertisement published in
the Newsletter last month.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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