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SWISS POST INTERNATIONAL (SPI) – ANOTHER ERA?

Fig. 1

BOB MEDLAND

Fig. 2

Swiss Post International’s (SPI) provision of postal services in Italy has been well-documented in Charles
LaBlonde’s very readable and well-illustrated book (1). A postcard sent by Charles to our former editor, the late
Peter Hobbs, appeared on the front page of the Newsletter (1997:p.81) and another short article was in the
Newsletter (2011:p.21). In brief, this seems to have been a commercial venture by Swiss Post to provide an
alternative international mailing service, intended for postcards sold at tourism locations in Italy and Spain. Known
as ‘Cartolina’, the service started operating within Italy from 12 hotels in the Baveno area alongside Lake Maggiore
in 1996. Operations were terminated in 2001 for “commercial reasons”.
A subsequent article by Jean-Louis Emmenegger in the ABPS’s journal ‘Tell’ (2) – itself a reproduction of an article
published in ‘Deutsche Briefmarken Revue’ (9/2013) – describes how the service was resurrected as a further
experiment. This time it was a joint initiative of Swiss Post and La Poste (the French post office) under the name
‘Asendia’ as a postal logistics operation. It ran for only a short period from July 2012 to September 2013 but
Asendia still operates, describing itself as “one of the world’s leading international mail and goods shipping
providers”. Its email address is https://www.asendia.com/ .
There were two key features of these alternative mailing operations:
i) Firstly, labels or vignettes without any stated value were sold at hotel reception desks and shops to be
stuck on and to ‘frank’ the postcard. Whilst these vignettes were postage stamps in all but name they could
not be described as such due to the state monopoly in Italy, as in many other countries. In the early SPI
years the vignettes bore the inscription ‘P.P. CH-6830 Chiasso 1’. They were also advertised for sale
commercially by SPI in ‘Focus on Stamps’ (1/1999) and the 1996/1998 issues are listed in the Zumstein and
SBK catalogues. In the 2012-13 era, Asendia issued self-adhesive vignettes with local tourism images
bearing the inscription ‘SWISS POST P.P. CH-8010 Zürich Mulligan SPI MIL’. The absence of a value or country
name on any of these vignettes was deliberate, to avoid conflict with postal regulations.
ii) Secondly, posting boxes were provided at the same locations, often alongside official mail boxes.
Postcards were collected and flown as freight to Zürich-Mülligen where they were transferred to the normal
mail service. The abbreviation ‘P.P.’ doubtless emulates the UPU equivalent representing ‘Port Payée’ i.e
postage paid to destination. For this reason (at least) the vignettes did not need to be cancelled.
So far as I am aware, nothing more has been written about this subject until now. What follows is a result of a
chance encounter much as Charles LaBlonde’s original discovery of the SPI operation in 1997 (I really do
recommend reading his book – it’s available from our Library).
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As part of my studying of Swiss postage due I have been searching for under-franked covers struck with ‘Taxe
perçue’ marks. I was surprised when the Delcampe website came up with a postcard (Figure 1) bearing a vignette
(enlarged, Figure 2) that looked remarkably similar to those issued by SPI and Asendia. The postcard was sent
from Venice to France in 2015 with a vignette incorporating the logo ‘FRIEND POST’ and the text “ONLY VALID FOR
FRIENDPOST NETWORK – AUT. Ͷ.2293/20132”. The vignette was tied to the card with a circular cancel (probably
laser-jet applied) “TAXE PERÇUE – PRIORITY CH-8010 Zürich-Mülligen” with a line of additional text below “SPI
MIL . . ” (the last bit is unreadable). Had SPI’s operations been revived under a different guise once more?
A quick search on the internet revealed that this may be the case. The ‘Friendpost’ website, hosted in Italy
https://friendpost.it/en/, advises that it is registered by Ticino Express Srl under Ministerial License 2293/2013
(the same reference as printed on the vignette). They advise that the project “was born in 2013 with the main
goal to allow customers to ship postcards and letters all over the world in an easy and efficient way” and that the
service offers sale of prepaid stickers, collection of postcards yellow boxes, sorting and dispatch per destination
country with “delivery within 10 days as for 70% of postcards”. A mail service, in other words. The quoted sale
price to the public is as follows: * Area 1 Euro 1,20
Area 2 Euro 2,20
Area 3 Euro 1,00
Intriguingly the website states that: “The images contained in the stickers can vary and do not determine the
supplied area. Express Group srl is not responsible for prices higher than sales prices recommended above.”
Equally bemusing is that if you read the Italian version of the website, the prices are different, i.e.:
* Area 1 Euro 1,30
Area 2 Euro 2,50
Area 3 Euro 1,20
Figure 3 (left) shows an unused ‘sticker’ as sold: a peel-off,
self-adhesive vignette that leaves >75% of the supplied
item to be thrown away. Unlike previous iterations of this
alternative service for sending postcards, Friendpost has
points of sale/collection in tourist locations throughout
Italy. Having re-started with 83 outlets in 2013 they had
830 in 2017 and claim plans for exponential growth. So
unlike previous projects this one may be here to stay - or in
Italy, at least.
Perhaps a final word on the subject should be that, like its predecessors, the current ‘service’ does have its
detractors, if comments by confused customers on TripAdvisor are to be believed.
References:
1) 'Swiss Post International Activity in Italy (the Baveno Story)' by C. LaBlonde. AHPS (2009)
2) 'Swiss Post Issues New tourist stamps' by Jean-Louis Emmenegger (tr. C. LaBlonde). Tell (2014, Vol. XL, #5)
Postscript: Charles LaBlonde’s book was a limited-edition and has long been out of print. However he has recently
located a few copies in a redundant dealer’s stock. If any reader is interested in buying a copy at a very reasonable
price, please contact me in the first instance.
A NEW MEMBER
EDITOR
A warm welcome to our latest new member Robert Thornton. Like all our members he has the opportunity to
benefit from our Library and Packet services, enjoy browsing through our Website and 'Newsletter' and the
American HPS's 'Tell' and socialising at the various meetings organised by the Society.
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DIK BAKKER and FRANS HAAGEN

This is a continuation of the article published on pp 81-85 of the September edition of the Newsletter. The Society
is grateful to the authors and the Studiegroep Zwitserland (Dutch Study Circle of Swiss Philately) for allowing us to
publish this translation in our Newsletter.
Let us now look at an example of each of the types of cancellation that were introduced above. In the descriptions
we use the following abbreviations:
Cnc = Cancellation
Bad = Baden

Stm = Stamp

Aus = Austria

Grm = Germany

Swi = Switzerland

Bav = Bavaria

Wrt = Württemberg

a) General.
The postcard in figure 6 below was sent from somewhere in Austria to Canstatt (Germany). It was carried across
Lake Constance from (probably) Bregenz to Lindau, where it arrived on 3 rd September 1909. A boxed cancel
'Schiffsbrief' (Ship letter), in use from 1893 to 1934, was added separately there. (Stm = Aus / Cnc = Bav).

Figure 6. Postcard from Austria to Germany with type (a) cancel

Figure 7. Postcard from Bavaria to Württemberg with type (b) cancel

b) Name of Lake.
Given the stamp, the card in figure 7 above was probably sent from Bavaria, and went aboard in Lindau. From
there it went to Konstanz (Baden), where it was cancelled on 13 th December 1898. There is a separate boxed
cancel 'Bodenseeschiffspost' (Bodensee ship mail), which was applied in Konstanz between 1895 and 1951. The
final destination was Heilbronn (Württemberg), where it arrived a day later. (Stm = Bav / Cnc = Bad).
c) Trajectory.
The postcard in figure 8 was sent from Austria. As the cancel that was applied on 5 th April 1912 aboard indicates,
the ship was on its way back from Bregenz to Konstanz (Kurs = Route 74). This type of cancel was in use from 1891
to 1927. The final destination of the card was Nürnberg (Bavaria). Apparently, a direct route to Lindau (Bavaria)
was not an option. (Stm = Aus / Cnc = Bad).

Figure 8. Postcard from Austria to Bavaria with type (c) cancel

Figure 9. Postcard from Switzerland to Germany with type (d) cancel
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d) Port of Departure.
Figure 9 shows a postcard that was cancelled aboard steamboat ‘Nürnberg’, sailing from Romanshorn on 8 th July
1927.4 This may be derived from the word Kurs (Course) prefixed to the name of the town. The stamp was
cancelled in Friedrichshafen upon arrival there later that day. Then the card went to its final destination Frankfurt
am Main. (Stm = Grm / Cnc = Swi/Grm).
e) Port of Arrival.
Here we get the opposite of the previous type. The prefix SEE- on the postcard in figure 10 indicates that
Romanshorn was the port of landing. In all likelihood, it was posted on 11 th February 1913 aboard in Lindau, and
then crossed to the Swiss side of the lake, where its Bavarian stamps were cancelled. It then continued its journey
to Moutier, canton Bern. (Stm = Bav / Cnc = Swi).

Figure 10. Postcard from Bavaria to Switzerland with type (e) cancel

Figure 11. Postcard Romanshorn to Rorschach with type (f) cancel

f) Shipping Company.
The purple cancel on the card in figure 11 mentions both the name of the ship, ' Säntis', and the name of the
company, 'Romanshorn', a subsidiary of the 'Schweizerische' (SBB; Swiss Railroads). Apart from this, there is
another example of the 'SEE-' port of arrival marking that was shown in figure 10. This card, which actually also
depicts the 'Säntis', was posted aboard, during her maiden voyage on 26 th May 1956. This was most probably a
round trip, starting and ending in Romanshorn, the homeport. (Stm = Swi / Cnc = Swi).
g) Ship.
The postcard in figure 11 showed both the name of the ship and its company. The card in figure 12 features just
the name of motor ship 'Höri'. It must have been posted somewhere in Switzerland, probably in Romanshorn or
Rorschach, where it went aboard. In Überlingen (Germany), it received the landing mark 'Bodenseeschiffspost'
(Ship mail Bodensee), as well as a fancy cancel promoting the local spa. It was then forwarded to its final
destination in nearby Baden-Baden. (Stm = Swi / Cnc = Ger)

Figure 12. Postcard from Switzerland to Germany with type (g) cancel

Figure 13. Letter from Switzerland to Bavaria with type (i) cancel
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h) Ship’s Facility.
There is no cancel of this type in our collection stemming from Lake Constance. On ship mail from other Swiss
lakes, however, we do find examples of this.
i) Implicit Ship Mail Cancellation
The letter in figure 13 was cancelled on departure from Uster (canton Zürich) on 19th October 1871 at 11.00 am.
According to a cancel on the back it arrived in Rorschach on the lake shore that same day at 5.00pm. Finally, it was
cancelled at destination Lindau (Bavaria), on the other side of the lake, still on the same day, at 11.00pm. There is
no way this letter could have been transported over land receiving the same set of cancels. We may assume,
therefore, that it must have been carried across Lake Constance by boat. (Stm = Swi / Cnc = Swi,Bav).
To close this section, we will have a short look at the ships that took care of mail transport across Lake Constance.
According to Frey & Weiner (2001) there were around 130 such ships since 1824. Of these, 21 changed names
over time; for instance in 1918, when Bavarian royal names were no longer applicable, or in 1945, at the end of
the Third Reich. Some ships were renamed more than once.
Table 2 presents an overview of the number of ships per country. The number in brackets indicates the number of
different ship names.
COUNTRY

NUMBER OF SHIPS

NAME FIRST SHIP

FROM YEAR

AUSTRIA

16 (20)

Habsburg

1884

BADEN

15 (17)

Helvetia I

1831

BAVARIA

15 (19)

Max Joseph

1824

GERMANY

39 (45)

Stadt Radolfzell I

1907

SWITZERLAND

29 (30)

Stadt Schaffhausen

1851

WÜRTTEMBERG

16 (20)

Wilhelm I

1824

TOTAL

130 (151)
Table 2. Number of ships on Lake Constance per country.

We finish this section on Lake Constance with a picture of one of these ships: the ‘Württemberg II’. This was in fact
the second ship bearing that name. The first one was scrapped in 1904, while number two herself was sunk in
1945. The card in figure 14 featuring the ‘Württemberg II' was, in fact, posted on 20 th November 1910 aboard the
‘König Karl’, on its way from Friedrichshafen to Romanshorn.

Figure 14. Steamboat ‘Württemberg II’

This is a translation of an article that first appeared in 'Jungfraupost', the journal of the Studiegroep Zwitserland,
the Dutch Study Circle of Swiss Philately. The authors would like to thank the Editor for making their English
comprehensible for native speakers of that language.

PAGE 96

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2018

Footnotes
1. Map from Frey & Weiner (2001).
2. Picture from Frey & Weiner (2001).
3. Julius Maus (1855-1935) was an army officer and expert philatelist, who was an early collector of entires and
stationery. Today, letters and cards sent to him from all corners of the world pop up at auctions.
4. This ship had been on these waters since 1890, under its original name ‘Prinzregent’. In 1918, when Bavaria
became part of Germany, it was renamed ‘Nürnberg’. Under that name it served until 1937.
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AUCTION REMINDER
The auction of some of the late Claude Mistely's collection by Mayfair Philatelic Ltd. will take place on 14 th
October 2018 at Lingfield Racecourse (Surrey). Catalogues can be obtained from the auctioneers or viewed on
their website: www.mpastamps.com
CONGRATULATIONS
EDITOR
Congratulations are due to AHPS members Bob Zeigler and Cheryl Ganz for being elected to the posts of President
and Vice President respectively of the American Philatelic Society. These two eminent philatelists have served
their Society in various posts over many years to the great benefit of all its members. I have no doubt that they
will continue to find time to fly the flag of 'Swiss Philately' in their new roles.
ABPS NEWS
EDITOR
There was little to report on displays of Swiss material in the last quarter. Brian Thurlow, a Vice-President of
Watrford P.S. chose some Swiss items amongst a miscelleny of material designed to 'Entertain' his fellow
members. Perhaps there was a sprinkling of Swiss-related items in the presentation on 'Italian Lake Steamers' by
Ken Michell, the President of Cleveland P.S.? Unfortunately the members of Sheffield P.S. who were given a golden
opportunity to display Swiss under the theme 'Countries beginning with H, P or S' chose Spain and Scotland!
Thankfully, in his report on the last HPS Southern Group meeting Bob Medland ensured that the ABPS's
readership were well aware of the benefits of joining “Helvetia” and the dates of our forthcoming meetings.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL GROUP MEETINGS

EDITOR

Southern Group – Saturday 20th October 2018 is the date for this group's next all-day meeting (10am to 4pm,
refreshments and lunch provided) at the 'Three Crowns' pub, Whaddon nr. Salisbury, just off the A36, postcode
SP5 3HB. The main theme for this meeting is 'Charity Stamps and Cards'. Eric Gill is our main speaker giving us an
overview of 'Pro Juventute and Pro Patria Issues' in the morning, while the afternoon is open for participating
members to show some of their treasures, preferably with a charity stamps angle. This meeting coincides with
one of the largest stamp fairs outside London being held at the Five Rivers Leisure Centre, Salisbury, on Friday 19 th
and Saturday 20th October, and some members might want to extend their visit to our meeting into a whole
philatelic week-end. Further information from Werner Gattiker, 01273 842 135 or werner@swisstamps.co.uk
Midlands and Northern Areas Group – The first meeting of our new group will take place on Saturday 6 th October
at the Eaton Hotel, Hagley Road, Birmingham. Please try to be there by 10.30 am if possible; we will start at 11
am, with 'Members' Displays' as the theme. It would be most helpful if you could let Neville Nelder know
beforehand if you intend to come along – contact by email: nevillenelder@gmail.com or by 'phone on 01453765937; it helps the hotel catering staff.
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THE POSTAL CARDS OF THE 1939 LANDESAUSSTELLUNG IN Z ÜRICH (PART ONE)
REMI KOHLER, RICHARD T. HALL, KURT VONWILLER AND URS WENGER
This article was first published in English in the November 2017 edition of the American Helvetia P.S.'s journal 'Tell'
(pp 9-21). We are grateful to the AHPS and the authors for enabling us to reproduce it in our Newsletter and in
particular to Remi Kohler for his translation work. Apologies to our American HPS friends who have previously
seen this article – I was very keen to enable our members to benefit from the results of the diligent research
the authors have undertaken.
On the opening day of the Zürich Landesausstellung (the “Landi”), 6 th May 1939, a series of postal cards showing
scenes from the Exposition were issued. They were in two denominations, 10c for domestic mail and 20c for
foreign mail; the indicia duplicated the designs of the postage stamps issued the same day (Zumstein 228 - 239),
also in the three languages of the postage stamps. The cards were sold in packets of 20 cards of mixed languages.
There were two series for each denomination; the second series was issued on 28 th June 1939. Ultimately there
were 37 design/indicia language combinations issued. These are listed in the Zumstein 'Ganzsachen Schweiz'
catalogue as pp 145 – 150.
To further complicate things, the 10c denomination cards were first printed with the design in grey-brown but on
13th June 1939, the colour was changed to lilac–brown. Then on 25 th June 1939, a printing from a new printing
cylinder was released. Fig. 1 shows the three basic cards: the 10c value in grey-brown and lilac-brown, and the 20c
value in blue-grey.

Fig. 1 Left to right: 10c German indicium postal card with design in grey-brown, 10c German indicium postal card with design in lilacbrown, 20c French indicium postal card with design in blue–grey.

The cards were printed on paper watermarked with border outlines of Switzerland, the Swiss Cross and a
posthorn (Fig. 2). Four orientations of the watermark are possible, labelled e, f, g, and h (Fig. 3).

The various combinations of printings, colour, cylinder and watermark for each value (by language) are given in
the tables on the following pages 98-101. Below the tables are illustrations showing how to distinguish some of
the differences between the printings.
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USING THE SOCIETY’S WEBSITE (PART 1): Introduction and how to use the library

BOB MEDLAND

Question: have you used the Helvetia Philatelic Society’s Website recently? Or, indeed, at all? There is so much to
be learnt and gained from using it. Most people have access to the internet these days and, however complicated
it may seem, the more you use it the easier it gets. This is the first in a short series of articles and quick tips on
getting the best out of our website. So, let’s assume that you have just a basic familiarity with using the internet –
and that you have not used the Society’s Website yet. Here goes.
To find the HPS Website, you can either type https://swiss-philately.co.uk/ into the address line at the top of your
‘website browser’ (internet access) screen to reach the website directly. Or you can type key words in Google to
find it. For example, type “Swiss Philately GB” and press Enter. This takes you to our ‘Home Page’ which looks like
this:

The Website is an entirely new and refreshing design for which we have to thank Steve Coom and Carin Lindberg
at Razorsolutions website designers. Scroll down with either your mouse wheel or the ‘down’ key and you will see
the latest topics about our society’s activities: regional meetings, details of the next National Meeting and other
snippets of news.
Scroll back up and in the centre you will see eight 'menus' or topics (in blue) text to choose from – from 'Home'
across to 'Useful Links'. Position your cursor (pointer) over each of these and you will see a 'drop down menu' of
sub-topics that can be clicked and followed. You will notice also the icon of a magnifying glass. There will be more
about these menus in articles to follow.
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - MIDPEX 2019 on 6th July 2019 at the Warwickshire Event Centre, Leamington Spa which
“provides an opportunity for specialist societies to meet up, show off their sphere of interest to other collectors,
promote publications and research projects, recruit new members and identify common ground with members of
other societies”. More information available from Steven Harrison: sharrison500@btinternet.com

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
Werner Gattiker, P O Box 791 Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 ODP – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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