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SIMPLE COVER – INTERESTING ADDRESS

CHARLES J. LaBLONDE CphH, FRPSL

This simple little cover came my way one day in a dealer's box of mixed World War II Red Cross items. It did not
look like much until I read the address carefully.
The Superintendent of the Camp of Refugees from Theresienstadt
Societé de la Croix Rouge
Geneva, Switzerland
Ann and I visited Theresienstadt, but we did not sufficiently absorb its sordid history. What was going on with this
letter?
From a philatelic perspective the piece does not seem at all exciting. The 3d surface postage is paid with common
stamps of the era. The letter was posted in Pincham, Rutland, Midlands on 4 th June 1945. Normal postal
censorship followed in London, Number 1466. There is no return address nor any sort of transit/routing markings.
The excellent Red Cross book by Caroline Moorhead provides some hints about the address. A summary follows.
During the war the International Red Cross in Geneva had established a programme of visiting Nazi operated
concentration camps around Europe. At the urging of the Danish Red Cross such a visit was scheduled for 23 rd
June 1944. Leading the delegation was Doctor Rossel, a Red Cross delegate attached to the Berlin Office. He was
accompanied by two Danish Red Cross members who were seeking the fate of 400 Jews recently deported from
Denmark to Theresienstadt.
.

In preperation for the Danish visit the Nazis gave the camp an extensive facelift, to make it look very civilised and
homely. The goal was to dispel rumours about extermination camps. Fake shops and cafes were built and
overcrowding was eliminated (by shipping a number of prisoners to Auschwitz). There was even a children's opera
performance. The Red Cross group followed a red line through the camp and was allowed no verbal contact with
the prisoners. The group departed with a positive impression!
The Nazis even made a movie about the place. Rossel reported to Geneva that “Theresienstadt, is a clean and
cheerful place.”
On 6th April 1945 another Red Cross delegation visited the camp. After a certain bit of tap-dancing the delegation
got into the real camp, to find 2,000 skeletal figures from the east and 5,000 prisoners in terrible conditions.
(continued at the bottom of the next page)
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NEWS ITEMS FROM THE ABPS's JOURNAL – SUMMER 2019

JULY 2019
EDITOR

Reading this journal always reminds me of the incredible variety of collecting interests amongst philatelists.
The following summary reports drew my attention:
Bexley P.S. - A Postcard-themed meeting included Locomotives, Airmail postcards and advertising cards from
the Swiss Chocolatier Suchard.
Largs & District P. S. - Their first meeting in 2019 featured members’ displays including our member Adrian
Keppel's 'Stamp Engravers' which I suspect would have included, at least, some of his extensive material on
Karl Bickel Sr. and Jr.
Huntingdonshire P. S. - At their February meeting they were shown a display of United Nations material
which had been donated to the Cambridge Philatelic Society by the family of one of their late members.
The British Thematic Association met at the 'Royal' in April to enjoy John Scott's display: 'The Evolution of the
Postcard' which traced its development from the late eighteenth century through to more recent times.
The Austrian Collectors Society held their annual Joint Meeting with the Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of
Great Britain at York Racecourse Grandstand in January. Two national societies working in partnership.
The Stamp Box Study Circle held their second drop-in session at February Stampex, displaying a wide
collection of members' stamp boxes and cases. The displays included examples in Silver, Tartan Ware,
Mauchline Ware, Tunbridge Ware, Embroidered Card, Leather, Wood and Ceramic. The Study Circle aim to
meet twice a year on a set theme at venues around the South East. Recently themes have included - Enamel,
Russian and Scandinavian examples, Miniatures, Animals, Spring-Loaded Boxes - the variety of stamp boxes is
endless. If you are interested in stamp boxes their website is well worth a visit on stampbox.org.uk
enquiries@stampbox.info Erene Grieve.
Finally, Bob Medland's illustrated report of the Helvetia P.S.'s activities included details of the Spring meeting
of our Southern Group, the Annual National Meeting and the winners of the Annual Competitions. Hopefully
it will attract one or two more collectors to join our Society.
NORMAN THOMPSON

BOB MEDLAND

Readers will be sad to hear that one of oldest members of our society, Norman Thompson from
Middlesbrough, passed away in May at the age of 92. It is extraordinary to record that Norman was one of
the original seven founder members of the society and so with his passing we have probably lost the final
remaining link with the society’s beginnings. Norman wrote a delightful article “Why I collect Swiss stamps”
in the January 2013 issue of the Newsletter which included his reminiscences about collecting Swiss stamps
in the 1930s. He recalled how, later, his love of the Pro-Juventute flower issues led him to go on holidays in
the Alps to look for the real thing. Members who attended the 2016 ‘National’ meeting in Harrogate will
remember him joining us for the weekend and his superb album pages of Classic Swiss stamps that won the
Helvetia Silver Cup competition (see article and photos in the June 2016 Newsletter pp56/57). He came again
to the national meeting in Nottingham last year.
The society has sent its condolences to Norman’s family who advised that he had been in good health and that he
was enjoying his Swiss stamps until the very end. I am pleased to finish on a happy note in that one of Norman’s
daughters, Sue Maisey, has taken over his stamp collection and has now also taken over his membership so we
welcome her to the society and hope to see her again at future meetings.
SIMPLE COVER – INTERESTING ADDRESS (continued)

CHARLES J. LaBLONDE CphH, FRPSL

These stories could go on, but on 5 th May 1945 Theresienstadt was placed under International Red Cross control.
Now we know the destination and significance of this simple little cover.
References
• The International Committee of the Red Cross's 'Report of the International Committee of the Red
Cross on its activities during the Second World War (1 st September 1939 – 30th June 1947)' in 3
volumes. Published by ICRC Geneva, 1948.
• 'Dunant's Dream – War, Switzerland and the History of the Red Cross' by Caroline Moorhead. Published
by Harper Collins, London, 1998.
• On Wikipedia – 'Theresienstadt' 17 pages.
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RETURN TO SENDER: THE RETOUR LABELS OF SWITZERLAND (PART 2)

PAGE 69
DOUGLAS N. MUIR RDP

This article first appeared in the March 2019 edition of 'Gibbons Stamp Monthly'. The Society is grateful to
the Author and Stanley Gibbons Ltd. for enabling it to be reproduced in our Newsletter. Part 1 was published
in the June edition of the HPS Newsletter.
New Printer & Styles
In 1924 Benteli lost the contract for printing these labels. At the same time Swiss government departments
adopted the new “A4” system of paper sizes still in use today. It was probably because of this that new printers for
the labels were sought, able to print the new sizes. As a result, sheets of the Swiss “Retour” labels changed to 50
(5 x 10) from 40 (4 x 10), and the size of the labels diminished so that both label and sheet now conformed to the
new size ratio. The contract went to Georg Rentsch in Trimbach near Olten and that firm’s business archive is now
held in the Stadtarchiv in Olten, where records of at least some of the print orders may now be found.

Fig. 10 1924 – 1937. The third series of labels, in black and perforated

Apart from a change in design, the most obvious change in the new labels is that, instead of being separated by
piercing or roulette, they are now perforated. Neither the Entlassen nor the Rechtzeitig zurückgewiesen labels
continued with the new printers, but the others did. This was now the third series of styles of such return-tosender labels issued. (Figs. 10 and 11)

Fig 11 (Left) 5th October 1936. Label from the third series on a postal stationery card indicating money not paid within a given period.
Fig. 12 (Right) 19th September 1947. Fourth series label indicating that the recipient had left to go to Italy.

Printing was still in letterpress but with a new lighter design from 1937 (the fourth series) and then there was a
gradual changeover to offset litho. (Fig. 12) With World War II came the renewed requirement for a label for
Entlassen or discharged from the army, but this time it gained an imprint in the Feldpost series. ⁷ (Figs. 13 and 14 –
see next page) Printing was initially small (only 5,000 sheets) though a reprint a year later had a changed setting
of text for litho printing and a larger print run. The label was withdrawn at the end of World War II in 1945. ⁸ Both
these types are exceedingly rare used.
A totally new label appeared in 1940 with the text Gef[älligst]. Adresse ändern lassen/ Veuillez faire changer
votre adresse/ Vogliate far cambiare l’indirizzo. Given the new form number 537k it was used when the
address given was incorrect. The addressee was being asked to inform the sender of the new, or correct,
address. (Fig. 15)
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Fig. 13 (Left) July 1940. Part of sheet of the second printing of the new “Entlassen” label showing the printer’s imprint (PTT Archiv, Bern).
Fig. 14 (Centre) July 1940. Rare use of the first type of Entlassen label in World War 2. Postage due added on its return and then refused.
Fig. 15 (Right) New label from the 1940s after a change of address.

Yet another new label came in 1946: Umgezogen ohne Adressangabe/ Déménagé sans laisser d’adresse/
Traslocato senza lasciare indirizzo, but it was relatively short-lived with printings only up to 1948. This was
used in large offices when the person had moved without giving a forwarding address. (Fig. 16) It was given
the form number P 537h, all form numbers having gained an initial P in 1942, though otherwise unchanged.
When this label was withdrawn part of the wording was incorporated into the existing Abgereist label, the
text now reading Abgereist ohne Adressangabe/ Parti sans laisser d’adresse/ Partito senza lasciare indirizzo.
Most labels of this fourth series (in a variety of styles) were in use for a long time, even up to the 1980s. Print
figures, as mail volumes, were generally high over the period. As a result, examples of most can be found used
relatively easily. From the mid-1950s the form of separation of the labels changed from perforation holes to
roulette (piercing) but the designs were the same or similar. Form numbers were also completely changed.
Fourth Series Print Dates
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More Modern Labels
Bringing the story up to date - in 1989 there was a major reorganisation in these labels. For some time a few had
already used coloured paper and were larger in size. All this was now standardised, as announced in the official
Dienstliche Mitteilungen⁹ the Swiss post office circulars to postmasters. Now red paper (in practice pink) meant a
charge was to be paid, white – the item was to be returned charge-free, and green – it was to be redirected
charge-free. Sheets were now of 25 (5 x 5). (Fig. 17) These labels were still in use until quite recently, but the
printer’s imprint lost the PTT prefix with the separation of Die Post and Swisscom in January 1998. Despite being
modern and mostly printed in large quantities some types are still scarce and very difficult to find.
Shortly after Die Post came into being printing of the labels changed to self-adhesive versions, sometimes large in
format. These were often multi-purpose as is now common in most countries around the world.

Fig. 16 (Left) 23rd June 1949. The new “Umgezogen” label on an official cover. Fig. 17 (Right above) From 1989 - new large labels on
coloured papers. Fig. 18 (Right below)17th June 1921. The earliest known use of Swiss labels in Liechtenstein.

Collecting
Because Switzerland used return-to-sender labels on both internal and international mail they are much easier to
find than from some other countries. Nevertheless, some are rare and early dates are always to be sought after. In
the first series (up to 1910) there is a wide variety of shades of green, clearly different printings. Some of these
are highly collectible. Unused examples can also be found, even sheets with the printer’s imprint for later
versions.
Then there is the principality of Liechtenstein. After 1921 this used Swiss forms and labels. So Swiss return-tosender labels can be found used in and from Liechtenstein from that date. (Fig. 18) This can make a nice, small
collection in its own right, but the early types are a challenge to find.
Footnotes: References
⁷ Post 217 A0062 Dienstbefehle des Feldpostdirektors an die Feldposten 29.8.39 – 10.3.41. Dienstbefehl Nr.
7 AHQ 26.9.1939 (paragraph 50)
⁸ Guignard G. & Vuille L “Die Postvermerketiketten der Schweiz 1876-1997” 1998
⁹ P-14-4 Dienstliche Mitteilungen der PTT-Betriebe Nr. 22 2 nd April 1990 pp 1- 3.
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THE PETER VONWILLER MEMORIAL DISPLAY 2019
DAVID COLMAN
David's presentation of many items from his magnificent collections of Essays and Forgeries was the highlight
of the Society's Annual Meeting in April this year. His presentation was in five main parts: i) a detailed study
of the 'Standing Helvetia' issues ; ii) Essays ; iii) Forgeries ; iv) Perfins and v) Razor – blade Cancels.
EXPLORING UNUSUAL CORNERS OF SWISS PHILATELY
Introduction
David explained that he had joined the Society in the early 1990s and took some years to find a way of
contributing to Northern group meetings. The strategy was to use Powerpoint as a means of delivering exhibits,
and to employ it to show material which needed to be blown up to large scale. The items which seemed to best
meet that requirement were errors in stamps, for which the best starting point was with the Standing Helvetia
series. A marvellous collection came up at Sandafayre at a very reasonable price, and another collection from Ian
Gilchrist. The first part of the display at Stonehouse featured some of the most striking errors in the collection,
including a range of the 20c orange 86A margin errors. The Standing Helvetia also featured in other key elements
of the display, notably razor cancels, perfins and essays.
Powerpoint is suited to all forms of philatelic presentation, when supplemented by sheets with the stamps and
covers. It is also ideal for examining forgeries, and one section of the presentation was devoted to forgeries in the
early cantonal and intermediate stamps. The inspiration for that was the work and collection of the distinguished
philatelist and member of the HPS's Northern Group, the late Cedric Dry. Cedric was also the source of much of
the essay and proof material for that section of the Memorial Display, and also of the rarely seen (incomplete) set
of colour, perforation, and paper trials of the 1862 Sitting Helvetia series. By way of contrast the display also
included a few interesting postage dues plus the 1953 Pro Juventute and 1942 mini-sheets with assorted covers.
Quite a number of the items shown have been reported by David in previous issues of the Newsletter, although
the display covered more exhibits in the same category. Members are encouraged to visit their back-copies to get
an impression of these. Details of the relevant articles are set out at the end on Page 76.
To give a flavour of the material presented at Stonehouse, set out below are descriptions of some of the Forgery
Checking items and Essays, including one of the very unusual so-called 'Fantasy Essays' for the Standing Helvetias.
Forgery Checking
Writing up the Forgery Checking element of the display presents challenges which are readily overcome in
Powerpoint presentation. But some cases are easier to present than others starting with the Zürich Cantonals.
Zürich was the first canton to produce postage stamps. They were the 4 rappen for letters within each post office
district (local rayon) and 6 rappen for elsewhere in the Canton. The stamps were printed in sheets of 100 by
Messrs Orell, Fussli & Co. in 1843, with a background “trellis” design of groups of four lines each on both
diagonals. The five variations in this trellis pattern provides on of the key checking features, and certainly the one
to start with and makes forgery checking easier than with many other of the earliest Swiss stamps. The figure
below demonstrates this in the Zürich 4 case.
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Take type 3 in the middle: The top right corner with the red ring shows a complete set of four lines in the short
upward group; that is to say it is complete as opposed to say the top corner of type 1 which has a single line. Also
the bottom left corner of the type 3 again has a complete set of four lines in the upward sloping group as opposed
to the type 1 stamp which has only a 3-line group. There are 16 groups of upward lines and in the type 3 stamp all
are complete, hence it shows a 0-16-0 pattern anticlockwise from the top right. whereas the type 1 stamp only
has 15 complete sets and a 1-15-3 pattern. There is a similar set of differences in the downward sloping 16 groups
counted from the top right clockwise to the bottom left.
Only two Zürich 4 stamps were shown one genuine and one manifestly false. They are pictured below. A number
of essays of the Zürich 4 were submitted by someone called Esslinger with the number 1843 in the corners. It is
possible that one of my Zürich 4s is an 'Esslinger'.
Genuine
False

The Zürich 4 stamp is a genuine type 3. It has the anticlockwise 0-16-0 pattern of upward diagonals and the
required 3-15-2 clockwise set. The pattern on the right hand stamp is 1-20-3 and 0-20-0, which is manifestly
wrong before considering any other detailed differences. One other gross difference is the date numbers in the
corners of the false stamp. But there are other differences of the type which one has to consider in an evaluation
of these stamps.
Genuine
False
An umlauts over U.

No umlaut.

Hyphen between Local and Tax.

No hyphen between Local and Tax.

Clear cross of 5 dots in corners.

Figures in corners.

8 horizontal lines in margin.

10 horizontal lines in margin.

No vertical red lines.

Vertical red lines
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The Powerpoint display also illustrated the differences between a Moser certificated genuine 1848 Geneva Large
Eagle and a Sperati Forgery which was marked as a forgery by a certifier, and is very different in colour (see
illustration below). Some of the distinguishing features are in the lettering which is bolder in the genuine stamp
(where there are other minor details), and in the pattern of rays emanating upwards from the “glory” at the top of
the shield.
Genuine

Sperati forgery/facsimile

A number of non-genuine Zürich 6 stamps were displayed on sheets as well as three cases of the 1850 Federal
Orts Post stamp a well as an 1851 Post Locale and an 1850 Post Horn, neither of which passed the forgery test. A
beneficial outcome for David of this part of the presentation was that Jonathan Cartwright, who is a considerable
authority on early Swiss stamps, concluded that one of the Orts Post stamps which has not been formally
expertised is almost certainly genuine. A virtually full presentation of the forgery checking presentation can be
found under the heading 'Exhibits' on the Society’s website. The Society also produced a CD-Rom of Cantonal,
Federal & Rayon Forgeries in Cedric Dry’s name.
Essays and a Philatelic Fantasy
As further examples of the quality of David's material and his write-ups illustrations of some of the Essays he
displayed are shown below:
The Rütli Essays of G. Keller-Kehr
In 1891 G. Keller-Kehr designed the Rütli Essay, proposed by the Societé Lausannoise de Timbrologie to adorn a
letter-card for the sixth centenary of the Swiss Confederation. The design was recess printed on a single plate in a
range of 2 and 3 colour variants. Below left are three examples. The left hand copy comes from Commander
Bulstrode's collection, of which he wrote extensively in 'The Swiss Philatelist'.

In 1895 Keller-Kehr produced another Rütli design for a 50c stamp (above right). The main differences from the
1891 stamp being the shape of the name band at the top of the stamp, the 22 stars in the oval band, and the
removal of value figures from the top corners. David has two die prints in different shades of brown.
Ref. Wing Cdr. R.F. Bulstrode's article “Proofs and Essays Part 3” in 'The Swiss Philatelist' Nos. 58/59 1970.
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Chillon Castle Essays
These two specimen prints (below left) were made by Harrison and Sons Ltd. at some time in the 1930s in
competition to produce the 1936 Landschafftsbilder series. These have appeared in the HPS Newsletter, but not in
connection with David.

Above right a poor design of unknown provenance. The shields with the Swiss flag at the bottom are crude and
differ in design from each other. The essay is fully gummed at the back.
1908 Benziger Essays
The 25c and Fr3 Rutli essays shown below were submitted to the PTT by Benziger & Co. Ag. of Einschiedeln, with
the comment that they would be much improved if they were recessed printed. The designs were not adopted
but the 25c essay was later modified slightly for the adhesive Military stamp in black for 5th Division shown below
right. According to the late Cedric Dry a sheet of 100 imperforates in 13 colours exists for the 25c essay and in 12
colours for the Fr3 design.

A Fantasy Essay for Standing Helvetia
One very unusual item displayed relates to one of the three “fantaisies philateliques” shown in the “bible” on the
subject - 'Stehende Helvetia, Helvetia Debout, 1992-1907' by P. Guinand, G. Valko, J Doorenbos and M.Hertsch,
published by Zumstein et Cie. The three shown include the picture on the left below. The colour ‘stamp’ on the
right was acquired from the much missed Ian Gilchrist. While the value figure and tablet at the bottom, and the
cartouches containing Franco are quite different to those in the picture the Helvetia figure and shield and cross
are remarkably similar.
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Articles in the HPS Newsletter featuring the following items in David's display at Stonehouse
• The 1901 Post Office stamp design competition showing the 6 top entries and two other entries.
These are rarely seen. They were featured in HPSN Sept. 2013.
• Several 1880 essays, namely the Libertas, Medallion, Rutli Oath and Max Girardet Standing Helvetia
essays. HPSN Feb. 2014.
• The rarely seen paper, colour and perforation trials of the 1862 Sitting Helvetia series. HPSN April
2015.
• Two postage due items which David values highly in collecting terms, not necessarily monetarily. One
is a cover with a 20c Standing Helvetia perfectly bisected on the diagonal, correctly judged
unacceptable with a postage due imposed. The other item is a coupon for a consignment of 5 sacks of
silver each valued at Fr5,000 with a postage and tax cost of FR37.50 met largely by seven 500c
postage due stamps and some Standing Helvetias. HPSN July 2015.
• A number of the more interesting Standing Helvetia perfins, including one which was initially
thought to be a new discovery, but which had in fact been found six months earlier. The article
also reported a particularly interesting nachnahme cover featuring a 20c orange Standing
Helvetia perfin with a very clear Zürich razor cancel. HPSN August 2018.
FIRST HELICOPTER POST, SEPTEMBER 1948

BOB MEDLAND

Sellotaped to one of the Swissair timetables recently donated to the library was a 1948 press cutting, in French,
entitled “Premier vol postal suisse par hélicoptère” (first Swiss postal flight by helicopter). This was very intriguing.
The importance of using helicopters for many purposes in a mountainous country like Switzerland is well-known
but I had never heard of this mode of carrying Swiss mail. Diligences and railways, airmail and balloon post, glider
post and rocket mail - yes. But helicopter mail was something new to me so it merited further research.
First, I checked the Newsletter index on the website: lo and behold, two entries, from November 1948 (p4) and
1960 (p20)*. The former is a short note written by our founder Edward Spiro, just two months after the flight, in
which he comments on the potential rarity of items carried on these flights. Has any member of the society seen
one? The flight took place on 23 rd September 1948 when a Westland Sikorsky S.51, flown by British pilot Alan
Bristow, left the military barracks in Zürich in front of assembled interested parties including the PTT. This was a
commercial demonstration by Westland Aircraft (as it was then known) for the S.51 helicopter which was its first
model and had flown for the first time earlier that year. It went on to be developed as the successful Westland
Dragonfly. There were in fact two flights: the first to Dübendorf carried 12 bags of ordinary letters totalling 141 kg
whilst the second went to the newly-opened Kloten airport carrying ‘special mail’ in 17 bags totalling 149 kg. All
postcards and letters were cancelled with a cachet produced specially for the event (Figure 1). Other
demonstration flights were performed later, in front of the Comptoir Suisse at Lausanne (Figure 2) and then in
Bern. At the latter, the helicopter delivered the mail whilst hovering a metre above the PTT building for several
minutes, principally because the structure could not take the weight of the helicopter.

Fig. 1

Fig. 2

The 1960 article mentioned above refers to another helicopter mail flight that took place on 28 th May 1960 from
Vaduz to Zürich to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the first Liechtenstein airmail stamps. Only a special set
of Liechtenstein stamps was used for franking the mail carried so essentially it was not a Swiss event. There is a
fascinating website detailing the development of helicopters in Switzerland (and some setbacks) https://www.heli-archive.ch/en/helicopters/in-depth-articles/sikorsky-s-51/ and I am grateful to Mr. M. Bazzani
for his kind permission to reproduce the photograph of the landing at Lausanne.
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When I visited Locarno in 2007 I was astonished to see building materials being delivered by helicopter to a
residential construction site in the town: this was necessitated by the limited access through narrow streets and
steepness of the site – and doubtless offset by the high value of the property. Whenever I watch helicopters fly
overhead I wonder how they manage to stay up there (it hasn’t put me off flying in them). 80 years ago, those
demonstrations must have been an astonishing, if noisy, spectacle.
In view of the historic interest and the absence of anything subsequently I thought it worthwhile reproducing
these short articles below:

FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Southern Group – The next event will be on Saturday 19th October 2019 - an all-day meeting 10am to 4pm
(refreshments and lunch provided) at 'The Three Crowns' public house, Whaddon nr. Salisbury (Satnav
postcode: SP5 3HB). Members should bring along items from their collection for display. Details of the main
theme and future meetings will follow. Further information from Werner Gattiker: Tel. 01273 842 135 or
werner@swisstamps.co.uk
Midlands and Northern Areas Group – the next meeting will probably be in Birmingham. Further details will
follow in the Newsletter when available. Contact: Neville Nelder – email: nevillenelder@gmail.com or by
'phone on 01453-765937.
NEWS FOR FANS OF THE POSTBUS

EDITOR

Swiss Express Publications have brought out a revised and much enlarged second edition of Martin Fisher's
hard-back book 'Swiss Postbuses'. The A4, 208-page volume has over 650 colour and black and white
illustrations. Contributions from the editor of 'Bus Worldwide', Malcolm Cahase, and a retired director of the
PTT, Fritz Jenni, have strengthened the historical content. Full details of the wide range of vehicles used on
the routes over the years, ticketing information and useful route descriptions with timetables from the
Fahrplanfelder website to plan interesting and scenic holiday trips – they're all there. Price - £28 plus £3.50
postage and packing.
Other publications currently available from the Swiss Railway Society include: 'Swiss Railways – Six Decades
of Change' by Philip J. Kelley ; 'Mountain Climbing the Easy Way' (cable-cars, etc.) by Martin Fisher and 'Swiss
Lakes their Scenery and Ships' by Martin Fisher. The Swiss Railways Society's (SRS) website is:
www.swissrailsoc.org.uk To acquire publications contact Glyn Jones, SRS Sales, Alpiglen, 13 Welland Close,
Dalebrook, Winshill, Burton on Trent, Staffs, DE15 OAG Email: sales@swissrailsoc.org.uk

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
W. Gattiker, 7, Friars Oak Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8PT – 01273 845501 - werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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BOB MEDLAND, LIBRARIAN

Rob May, a fellow-member of the Royal, has kindly donated a small bundle of early Swissair timetables to the
society’s library. These are from 1938, 1946, 1948 and 1950. They are lovely, contemporary items and make
fascinating reading. Here are some interesting excerpts from the 1938 timetable:
“Swissair, Switzerland’s national Air Company, flies close to 1 million miles a year on its network between
London, Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Munich and Zurich.”
“Douglas Transports of the DC-3 and DC-2 are used exclusively.”
“The stewardess, an American innovation of modern Air Traffic, has been introduced in Europe by Swissair.”
“Pilots, headed by Chief-Pilot E. Nyffenegger, enjoy an international reputation for their skill, reliability and
regularity.”
And, accompanying a photograph of a man slumped in a seat wearing a greatcoat: “Douglas comfort puts
everyone at ease”. Times have changed somewhat. If any member is interested in borrowing these items from
the library please let me know, email librarian@swiss-philately.co.uk or tel. 01761 452959.
THE ARCHITECTURAL MONUMENTS DEFINITIVES

DERRICK SLATE

Derrick Slate has sent in some useful information in response to the illustrations of the two sheets of these
definitive stamps shown on page 66 of the June 2019 edition of the Newsletter. Derrick writes:
“The Architectural Monuments stamps 355 to 356P were printed 1960 to 1968 (the "P" = Phosphor Coated
Paper). The Inter-Space (Gutter) sheets S63 to S74 were produced for booklets. They were available at face value
from the P.T.T. FDCs were issued for S63 on 24 th October 1960, for S63P to S67P on 24 th June 1968, for S68 on 5th
January 1976 and for S73 on 24th June 1968. The printing dates on the sheets are shown below(A/C. Cat numbers):
355 (S63) 5c pale blue (single gutter) -9 X II 64
355P (S63P) 5c pale blue (single gutter) 25 III 68
356P (S64P) 10c blue-green (single gutter) 19 XI 68
358P (S65P) 20c blue-green (single gutter) -2 II 68
360P (S67) 30c vermillion (single gutter) 15 XI 68
362P (S68) 40c violet (single gutter) 10 II 76
356P (S73) As per illustration (3 central gutters and single gutter on each margin side) 20 XI 68
The Architectural Monuments stamps 413 to 416 were printed 1964 to 1968 (on Phosphor Coated Paper). FDCs
were issued for S69, S71, S72 & S74 on 18th June 1970 and for S70 on 8th January 1973. Printing dates on sheets:
413 (S69) 10c violet-blue (single gutter) 28 VII 69
414 (S70) 15c brown (published in 1973) 29 IX 72
415 (S71) 20c blue-green (single gutter) 24 IX 69
416 (S72) 30c vermillion (single gutter) 24 IX 69
413 (S74) (3 central gutters and a single gutter on each margin side) -4 IX 69
It is interesting to note, that a number of these sheets were printed several months before the published date.”
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