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AN OVERLOOKED AND UNIQUE CURIOSITY?

JONATHAN CARTWRIGHT FRPSL

In the top half of sheet 12 of the Swiss section of the
British Library Tapling Switzerland Collection, devoted to
shades of the “Dark Blue” Rayon I of 1850 (Z.15.I & II), is an
item that seems to have gone un-noticed since its
placement there by Sir Edward Denny Bacon – shown in
the illustration to the right.
In appearance and colour it is almost identical to the other
items in the particular row it was placed on the sheet,
apart from the fact that it bears the heading Rayon II
instead of Rayon I, and the monetary value ‘10’ instead of
‘5’. It is cancelled by what looks like a Federal Grille. The
blue is of the ‘marmoriert’, or ‘marbled’, variety, an ink
‘condition’ known in Swiss stamps of the time.
Tapling mounted his items on small cards with red margins,
these cards then being fixed to album sheets by hinges.
However, when re-mounting for the British Museum,
Bacon had the cards glued down, thereby precluding any
further alterations. In short, the sheets we see today are
exactly as they were left by Bacon when he finished his rearrangement on 13th September 1899, without any later additions, re-arrangement, or depletions.¹
The lower part of Sheet 12 of the British Library Tapling Switzerland Collection, with the Patient marked by an
arrow, is shown below.

The vermiform background lines identifies the stamp readily enough as a type 40 from the original design group
of 40 images made by the firm of Karl Durheim of Bern. However, that particular set of images was prepared for
the yellow 10 Rappen value stamp issued the same year, (Z.16), and was different to the 40 types in the design set
produced for the 5 Rappen dark blue issue. i.e. our Patient is the wrong colour.
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On 3rd April 2009, Paul Skinner FRPSL, Curator of Philatelic Collections at the British Library, sent a scan of the item
to Karl Louis of “Corinphila”, asking for his comments.
On 13th April, Karl Louis replied. The relevant portions of all the following emails are reproduced here verbatim:Montag 13 April 2009 08:15
“Sorry for answering so late but I had not updated my emails last week. I have sent together with this
answer to you, the scan to our head of philately at Corinphila, Antoine Clavel. I have never seen such an
error of colour. I will discuss with Antoine what he thinks or knows. Karl”
On 15th April 2009, Karl Louis followed up:15 April 2009 14:41
“I have discussed the situation with Antoine Clavel, our head of philately here at Corinphila. We do not
know about a used “error of colour” of the 10 Rappen. Nevertheless we know of 10 Rappen proof printings
in the colour of the 5 Rappen, but these are all unused. But we also think a copy from the Tapling collection
is really interesting (with this provenance!!!) We would recommend you send it to a Swiss expert (our
recommendation: Kurt Kimmel …). Would you allow me to pass on your scan to Kurt Kimmel for a first
comment??”
The scan was duly sent to Kurt Kimmel who said, inter alia:
“Your Rayon II 10r. blue is T40 from printing stone A1.O with the faint printing at the bottom which is typical
for some of the prints of T40.A1.O… a proof printed from the original stone … it is also a cancellation proof
item, as we have a few… in our Postal museum.”
(The mention of a ‘cancellation proof’ probably refers to the slightly odd looking ‘Grille’, whose chamfering seems
somewhat awry).
Unfortunately, the terms of Tapling’s bequest forbid that items should leave the premises, let alone the country,
so the possibility of further “Swiss Expert” examination is dependant on one chancing to visit the British Library.
There is no reason to doubt Kimmel’s analysis of this as a “Proof”, with a “Cancellation Proof”. So much for what it
is, but the real question is, why was it done?
Stamps from the first 5 Rp. Stones, along with those from its 10 Rp. companions, became available to the public
on 1st October, 1850, so:1) Could this Oddity be part of a set of preliminary “Colour Proof Trials” produced prior to that date? I think
unlikely, as the ‘Trial Cancellation’ features a Grille that did not officially come into use until 1 st August 1851,
after the issue of the light blue Rayon I?²
2) Because of concern over the cost of three colour chromo-lithography for both Z.15 and Z.16, and over
the visibility of a weak blue or black cancel on an already dark blue Z.15, following an order from the
authorities in early 1851, or late 1850, experiments were carried out for both, omitting black, and using just
light blue and red for the 5 Rp, or yellow and red for the 10Rp. The light blue on white worked, hence Z.17,
first appearing on 30th March 1851, but the yellow on white was deemed lacking in definition for the
possible new 10 Rp. stamp, and this change was discarded. (Examples of these ‘Yellow on White’
probedrucken are mentioned by Zumstein in his 1924 volume).
So, could the Patient be part of that series of ‘visibility’ experiments, performing the part of the ‘before’ in a
‘before and after’ demonstration, exemplifying the Dark Blue cancellation problem for the benefit of the
authorities? Was a print from the A.1. 10 Rp. ‘black’ printing stone subjected to the blue overlay of a 5 Rp. ‘blue’
printing stone, then given a third run under any old ‘red’ stone, before having a prototype Grille applied? After all,
numerical values would be immaterial to an exercise designed to test cancellation clarity. Kimmel’s ‘stoning’ of the
item to A1.O would seem to endorse this possibility, as A1 was the first 10 Rp. stone to be used, and there is
record of a stamp from it on a letter dated 1 st October, i.e. a First Day Cancel³, and was then presumably the first
to be discontinued, perhaps due to the wear and tear mentioned by Kimmel. It could have been pulled out of
retirement just for these tests.
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Curiously enough, while Zumstein in his “Handbuch” of 1908⁴, and in his chapter on “Probedrucken” in his
“Briefmarken der Schweiz” of 1924⁵ mentions Proofs/Essays of both the 5 Rp. and the 10 Rp. Stamp, the colours
mentioned for the 10 value stamp are only yellow, black, and white. There is no mention of blue.
Mirabaud and Reuterskjöld⁶, in their seminal work, make no mention of any proofs/trials, even in their
comprehensive analysis of the Durheim materials destroyed on the orders of the Postal Department between
October 1854 and May 1857.
In conclusion, I have found no references to this particular item in ANY of the recognised sources, ancient or
modern.
Another intriguing question presents itself here:- If this is a Type 40 (from the bottom right hand corner of the top
half of the A.1 Stone (the bottom half being A.1.U), where are the other 39? It wouldn’t make sense to print just
one stamp.
If anyone has any insights, information, comments or opinions on this potentially unique curiosity, the author
would be delighted to hear from them (direct or through the Editor).
References:1. James A.Mackay – The Tapling Collection (1964)
2. Heinrich Jäckli - SBZ-Issue 5, 1984
3. “Grundlagen fur die Bestimmung der Rayon Marken nach Druckstein” – Robert Hirzel (1955)
4. Translated and republished in the “Philatelic Record Handbook No. 6” (1910)
5. In which volume he also includes, and prices as a “probedrucke”, a cut-out from a piece of sheet music!
But that’s another story!!
6. Mirabaud and Reuterskjöld – “The Postage Stamps of Switzerland 1843-1862”
Images courtesy of The British Library Philatelic Collections.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RED LINES

CHARLES J. LaBlonde CphH, FRPSL

Shown here is a letter from Baird & Stevenson in Edinburgh, Scotland to a company in Basel, Switzerland called
Estlinbaum & Krahenbuhl. The letter was paid 4½d for airmail and postmarked 20th March 1941. The postmark
reads “GROW MORE FOOD” - DIG FOR VICTORY”. The letter met British Censor Number 646 (in London), believed
to be Type 1F – label on reverse. What makes the letter somewhat odd are the red lines (pencil, it seems) all along
the censor label on the front of the letter.
Censorship significance? Just doodling at destination? Something else? I need help from the membership! –
please send your ideas to the Editor to pass on to me.
LIECHTENSTEIN – A NEW REFERENCE WORK
Michel's Liechtenstein Specialised Catalogue 2019/20 was published by Schwaneberger Verlag GmbH in
2019. It is the 38th edition, hardcover in German with 504 colour and black and white pages. ISBN 9783954022830. It includes detailed listings of pre-philatelic markings, stamps, postal stationery, airmail,
Zeppelin post, POW and Internment mail and Official special vouchers, stamps and forms plus information on
Liechtenstein numismatics. Further details on the website: www.briefmarken.de/michelshop
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POSTAL HISTORY – A STUDY OF DOMESTIC POSTAL DEVELOPMENTS DURING THE STRUBEL PERIOD 18541862 ILLUSTRATED BY LETTERS SENT TO A PRIEST AT HEIMISWYL IN CANTON BERN
MIKE SHARP
Several years ago, I acquired unseen a cache of approximately 150 letters addressed to a priest at Heimiswyl, a
village near Burgdorf in the Canton of Bern, which had been sent during the Strubel period 1854-1862. Letters to
Heimiswyl were routinely delivered via the Burgdorf post office. It was routine domestic correspondence and
many stamps had been cut from their sheets without anticipation of philatelic interest 160 years later. Despite
this, the letters show considerable diversity amongst the cancellations and postmarks.

Map circa 1860

Selected examples, previously shown in a series of 16 pages at the HPS 2019 annual meeting, were chosen to
illustrate the prevailing postal regulations and practices. Several early covers taken from the display and shown
below reflect the changes in regulations and, in some cases, their local interpretation during the first three years
of the Strubel issues. When the first Federal stamps were issued, 5 th April 1850, use of a pen-applied ink cross
obliteration across the face of the stamp was permitted where no ‘place stamp' was available. Despite the
direction to use black ink, use of carmine, blue and green inks are recorded. Carmine ink was particularly effective
as it passed through the stamp. (Figure 1)

Fig. 1 5th October 1854: A Nachnahme folded letter from
Neubruch to Heimiswyl

Fig. 2 23 rd November 1854: A folded letter from
Bern to Heimiswyl

Grille stamps were distributed to all post offices on 1 st August 1851 but obligatory use was not required before the
instruction issued on 7th December 1854. As directed in Postal Department instructions of 1 st August 1853 date
stamps were sent to post offices (P.O.) or recognised depots where there was equivalent business, although the
black ink grille was prescribed for obliteration of the stamp. (Fig. 2)
The Bern P.O. was classified as a ‘first class’ office and the date stamp included the following information:
o The name of place
o The day of the month
o The month
o The year
o Divisions of the day am or pm, hours or half hours - a feature restricted to major offices.
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The use of blue ink, contrary to instructions, was not uncommon at this time.
The earlier permission to use coloured ink other than black, previously given in Article 7 of the 1 st September 1854
circular, was annulled in a later instruction issued on 7 th December, 1854. However, as is evident from surviving
correspondence, examples of deviation from this and other instructions regarding cancellation during the first
years of the Federal postal regulations, during the imperforate stamp period, are not difficult to find.
Late use of the Porte Payee cancellation (P.P) is illustrated in a letter (Fig. 3). Originally, this cancellation had been
introduced in September 1850 intended to replace pen and ink obliteration. Subsequently, authorised use was
withdrawn in December 1854 when grille cancellers were introduced.

Fig. 3 17th February 1856: A folded letter from Savagnier to Heimiswyl

Local postmasters had their own idiosyncratic interpretations of the regulations. It was required that the stamp
should adequately obliterate to avoid reuse. Figure 4 shows the over zealous action of the postmaster who has
supplemented the use of the grille canceller with an enthusiastic application of black ink. In contrast, Figure 5
illustrates the recognised reluctance of one postmaster to deface the figure of Helvetia.

Fig. 4 26th March 1856: A folded letter from Eggiwl to Heimiswyl

Fig. 5 29th March 1856: A folded letter from Seeberg to Heimiswyl

In May 1857, following the withdrawal of grille cancellers, there is much greater consistency in adherence to
the regulations with widespread use of the circular date stamp. The remaining years of the Strubel issues
saw the emergence and use of the railways for postal delivery and finally a new postal tariff on 1 st July 1862.
Nonetheless, less than half the mail was pre stamped as coercive measures were lacking, although from this
date unstamped mail was charged at a higher tariff.
HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS
EDITOR
Congratulations to all those members of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society who have received major
awards over recent months: Dick Hall - the Nick Carter Award (for national volunteer service) from the
American Philatelic Society; Roger Heath - a Distinguished Northwest Philatelist award from the Northwest
Federation of Stamp Clubs and Bruce Marsden - a Royal Philatelic Society London Medal for services to the
Society. Our former webmaster, Fred Hoadley, has also recently been awarded a Royal Philatelic Society
London Medal for his services – more details to follow.
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PETER KEATING

This article appeared in the March 2019 edition of the Swiss Railways Society (GB)'s magazine 'Swiss Express'
We are grateful to the Society and the author for enabling it to be published in our Newsletter.

Line 324 buses waiting at Locarno

All photos: Peter Keating

Peter Keating provided an account of a trip he recently took by PostAuto bus in the Ticino entitled 'Riding
with the Post'. Wishing to spend a day walking in the forested hills around the Valle Orsernone (north-west
of Locarno) he chose this reliable and relaxed form of travel to convey him to and from his start and end
points. This impressive and mysterious valley lies to the north of the Centovalli which itself is well served by
the famous metre-gauge railway. Peter writes:
“Several PostAuto routes serve the area, so in the morning we caught one of the six-a-day services on Line
324 from outside Locarno station up to this isolated valley where we passed through small, depopulated
stone-built villages where straw weaving was once their main industry. Our vehicle was a Hess Midi-Bus with
an identical vehicle on standby to duplicate the service out to Spruga on the border with Italy, if required.....
Traversing a very serpentine road, passing the intriguingly named community of Loco and various villages
clinging to the mountainside we reached Russo where we changed onto a connecting PostAuto Line 325 to
go up the Vale di Vergelle to Vergelleto. On a later day we saw the smaller bus which operated this service.
On its way up the valley the bus diverts up a series of hairpin bends to the small village of Gresso perched
high on a hill before returning back down to continue its journey to Vergeletto. From May to October the
service is extended a couple of kilometres further to the small community of Zott to connect with the
'Funivia' cable-car with 4-seat cabins that travels up to the Alpe Salei in just 7 minutes.”

A Line 324 bus enters Comologno from Spruga

A driver collecting the post at Loco
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After their walk on the plateau of the scheduled Forest Reserve of Alpe Salei at 1780m. they passed through
the chalets of Ligunc, which appeared to have no road access, down to the historic village of Comologno in
the valley where they rejoined the PostAuto on Line 324 to return to Locarno - “ The main road through the
Comologno was very narrow with the houses behind this only having foot access. The bus took priority as it
threaded its way through the community. It was a very pleasant and interesting trip down the valley on a
very bendy road to Russo. Here the bus on Line 325 joined us from Vergeletto allowing passengers and mail
to be exchanged, with more trays of post being brought out by the village Postmaster. We could not help but
think that a community of fewer than 200 people would not have had a Post Office, and six buses daily, in
the UK. Stopping again at Loco, another village of just 200 people, this time the driver collected the trays of
post before returning us down to Locarno. Apart from a pleasant day in the mountains we had been part of
the daily life of these valley communities as we rode the transport and postal infrastructure that keeps these
isolated locations alive.”

The bus used on Line 325 at Locarno

Zott-Alpe Salei Funivia

The Russo Postmaster with mail for the bus

Nice to know that, despite all the changes to the post office system and the problems of the PostAuto
management the buses still operate efficiently and the post still gets through!
Travelling on the PostAuto service in the remoter areas of the Ticino seems to be a popular pastime amongst
the British – see articles by Jim Paterson on the Valle Verzasca (HPSN November 2010 Page 86) and Bob
Medland on the Val Bavona (HPSN February 2017 Pages 14,15).
A WORLD WAR I FELDPOST POSTAGE DUE PARCEL TAG

DAVID HUCKETT

The above parcel tag was posted from FELD-BATTERIE / 43 and addressed to Weinfelden, canton Thurgau, where
it arrived on 4th May 1917. As the surname of the sender is the same as the addressee it can be assumed that it
was sent to the Ober-Leutnant’s wife or mother and possibly contained clothes sent home for washing.
The Batt. 23 field post office did not mark it as subject to postage due, so the assessment must have been made at
the Weinfelden P.O. on arrival. It has been suggested that the parcel was over the weight limit, which is why it was
charged postage due: the frank-free weight limit parcels sent by a soldier on active service was 2 kg. The parcel
charge for 500g was 20c from 1st November 1915 to the 31st December 1917 so double the deficiency = 40c.
With thanks to David Hope and Bob Medland for helping to explain this unusual item.
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THE CENTENARY ANNIVERSARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION (ILO)

UNPA/Editor

I regularly receive press releases from the United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) on their latest new issues.
Here is a recent example which epitomises the role of the commemorative stamp in transmitting messages. In
2019, the International Labour Organisation – the oldest UN specialised agency – celebrates its 100th anniversary.
To commemorate this milestone, on 28 th June the UNPA issued three stamp sheets in a se-tenant strip of five
format and a souvenir card. Each sheet of 20 stamps accommodates four se-tenant strips of five stamps.
I quote from the UNPA's June press release: “The International Labour Organisation (ILO) is a United Nations
agency dealing with the world of work. It sets international labour standards, promotes rights at work and
encourages decent employment opportunities, the enhancement of social protection and the strengthening of
dialogue on work-related issues.
The ILO was created in 1919, as part of the Treaty of Versailles which ended World War I, to reflect the belief that
universal and lasting peace can be accomplished only if it is based on social justice. In 1946, the ILO became a
specialised agency of the United Nations. Its unique structure gives an equal voice to workers, employers and
governments that provide a platform for promoting decent work for all women and men.
Today, the ILO's Decent Work agenda helps advance the economic and working conditions that give all workers,
employers and governments a stake in lasting peace, prosperity and progress. The importance of decent work in
achieving sustainable development is highlighted by Sustainable Development Goals, which aim to “promote
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all”.
The Artist: Owen Smith (USA)
Owen Smith’s award-winning illustrations have appeared in Rolling Stone, Sports Illustrated, Time, Esquire, and
the New York Times. He has created 19 covers for The New Yorker. Currently he is working on an illustrated edition
of John Steinbeck’s 'The Grapes of Wrath'. He has designed mosaics, murals, and relief sculptures for public spaces
including the 36th Street Subway Station in Brooklyn New York, and Laguna Honda Hospital in San Francisco.
Owen regularly shows in galleries in Los Angeles and New York. He lives with his wife and two sons in the San
Francisco Bay Area. For the past six years Owen has chaired the Illustration Programme at California College of the
Arts.
Statement from the artist about his work:
I have long been interested in art that focuses on the common aspirations and the struggles of ordinary people. I
am influenced by the murals created during the Great Depression that depict the dignity of labour. The
International Labour Organisation advocates for social justice and work standards worldwide. These stamps
celebrate the remarkable history and accomplishments of the ILO.
Souvenir Card
A souvenir card for the centenary of the ILO will also be issued. The card depicts the new stamps and carries a
statement by António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations and Guy Ryder, Director-General of the
ILO. A quantity of 6,000 cards were printed. The souvenir card is available in either mint or cancelled condition.”
Date of issue: 28 June 2019
Artist: Owen Smith (USA)
Denominations: US$ 0.55, CHF 1.00, € 0.80
Stamp size: 30mm x 40mm
Stamps per sheet: 20
Format: 3 se-tenant strips of 5 stamps
Printer: Joh. Enschedé Stamps Security Printers B.V. (NL)
Process: Offset lithography (Hexachrome)
Perforation: 14 x 13 ¼
Quantities: US$ 0.55 20,000 sheets (400,000 stamps)
CHF 1.50 18,000 sheets (360,000 stamps)
€ 0.80 20,000 sheets (400,000 stamps).
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS POSTAL ADMINISTRATION
If you wish to find out more about the UNPA's stamps and their other philatelic products or join their new
issues service here are their contact details – Website: unstamps.org Email address: UNPA–Europe@un.org
Postal address: Postverwaltung der Vereinten Nationen, Internationales Zentrum Wien, Postfach 900, 1400
Wien - Vereinte Nationen, Österreich.
WHAT CAN YOUR SOCIETY DO FOR YOU? - MEMBERS' SPECIALIST INTERESTS

NEVILLE NELDER

What are the benefits of membership? This is one of the first and most obvious questions that people ask about
any society. And equally perhaps the most obvious answers are ‘to enhance our collections’ and ‘to enable us to
share their common interest in Swiss philately with other members’. So how can we do this?
Through meetings – not always possible for many of us; - by making use of the packet exchange system; and by
sharing our interests directly with other members. It is the third method that I would like to focus on.
Back in 2017 your committee sent out a request for any members to provide details of their specialist
collecting areas. The results, topic by topic, look like this:

Air Mail

Number of
members
7

Bundesfeier Special Events MPO
Cinderella & Revenue stamps
Postage Due
Errors Forgeries & varieties
Franking & Postal Rates
Postal Stationery
Hotel Post
Railways & TPO

Specialist subject

Charity issues

Number of
members
10

6

Postmarks & Cancellations

3

3
7
4
7

Lake steamers
Military
United Nations
Pre-philately
Stamps up to 1852
Stamps1852 – 1907
Stamps 1907 - 1960

1
6
3
3
3
5
6

Specialist subject

2
7

If you would like to be put in touch with other members sharing the same specialist interest, please let me know
and tell me what contact details you would like to be provided. These will be sent ONLY to those members who
share your interest. It is then up to them if they wish to get back in touch with you – and hopefully they will do so.
This is a reminder that the system exists for the benefit of all of us, so why not give it a go? Please contact me by
email, phone, or by post. Who knows, you may end up learning a lot more, enhancing your collection, or
producing an item for the Newsletter or a display at a meeting somewhere?
Of course this isn’t the end of how you can get benefit from the society: if you have a special interest not
listed or just want to pursue one particular topic or event, and would like to learn more or discuss with fellow
collectors, why not put a note in the Newsletter? Only your name will appear and I can facilitate contact. My
details are set out in the header at the top of the first page of this and every newsletter.
MEMBERS' DISPLAYS AT THE ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING 2019

RICHARD DONITHORN

Alison Kilpatrick – First World War 'Servis Gratuit' for Civilians (4 Frames)
Alison presentation on this subject comprised an unusual, if not unique, collection acquired originally by our
former editor, the late Peter Hobbs and previously featured in the Newsletter (1976: pp93-95). Peter had
hoped that his mini-collection should not be split up and the ‘stories’ lost forever, so it was good to see this
rare material on display. With her particular interest and knowledge of postal material during the two World
Wars, Alison is now its ideal custodian, having re-mounted them and recently displayed them at meetings of
the HPS's Southern Group and the Caledonian Philatelic Society. This address service was initiated by Raoul
Dunant, a relative of Henri Dunant, and appears to have operated over a short 10-month period in 1914/15
at the beginning of World War I. It was provided for free to those persons living in Geneva wishing to
circumvent the normal/official postal service and thus avoid “prying eyes”. (Continued on Page 89)
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GHOST FLAWS – A MYSTERIOUS LITTLE “Y”-SHAPED FLAW

DERRICK SLATE

This mysterious little flaw was noticed on some Photogravure stamps printed by Courvoisier between 1939 and
1949. The first examples were discovered on the 1949 U.P.U. stamp of Liechtenstein and the 1945 President
Carmona 10c stamp of Portugal. All were identical and appeared only once on a sheet. These were at different
angles and the positions varied from sheet to sheet. For many years, as there was no explanation and as they
haunted the minds of experts, they were named "Ghost Flaws". Eventually, the cause was traced - somewhere
along the complicated photogravure printing process a special screen was used as each colour of the design has to
be dissolved into the minute dots which make up the picture. This screen suffered a small "Y" shaped scratch,
about 2 millimeters long and this scratch caused a white flaw to appear on the finished stamp. The screen could
be used in four different positions and also back to front so it is possible for the flaw to appear at eight distinct
angles (see illustration below).

So far, only five different angles have been discovered in 54 different positions on 38 Swiss stamps and one
Miniature Sheet. The ghost flaw has been discovered on the following Swiss stamps (A/C catalogue numbers):
Federal: 231, 252, 253, 254, 256, 259A, 260A, & B, 262, 263, 264, 277, 283, 293, 294.
Pro Aero: 41
Pro Juventute: 95, 98, 99, and Miniature Sheet,103, 106, 107, 108, 111, 112, 116, 119, 128.
National Festivel: 3, 4, 5, 23, 24, 28, 31, 32.
1945 War Disabled: 20
1948 Olympic Games: 27, 28
So get your magnifying glass out and have a look to see if you have any !

I have examples of Ghost Flaws in particular positions/angles on most of the stamp designs on which they are to
be found. Unfortunately it is very difficult to reproduce stamp images as an illustration for the Newsletter that
clearly show the particular flaw type. The examples above, at least, indicate the position of the flaw on the stamp
(more details to follow). Courvosier printed stamps for many countries, in addition to Switzerland, Liechtenstein
and Portugal, so presumably this "Ghost Flaw" can be found on some stamps of other countries?
n.b. The stamp dealers, 'The Amateur Collector', studied all the material that passed through their hands in seven
years in the early 1950s. In most cases, just 2 to 7 examples of a particular stamp design exhibiting ghost flaws
was found per year. Only 15 copies of the largest so-called "common" variety (mixed mint and used).

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.
Liechtenstein also available.

W. Gattiker, 7, Friars Oak Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8PT – 01273 845501 -

werner@swisstamps.co.uk
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RICHARD DONITHORN

Eric Lienhard – 'A Swiss History Lesson'
Eric presented a nearly complete set of the 'Historical Postcards of Switzerland' series which included, at
least to British eyes, some rather obscure by-ways and characters of this fascinating country. He linked the
theme of each card to another related card in his vast collection. These included art cards featuring pictures
by Hodel, commemorative cards of various battles, an unofficial Bundesfeier card celebrating the canton of
Basel joining the Confederation and publicity labels from the National Exhibition in Lausanne in the Spanish,
as well as the French and German languages.

One example of his display sheets featured two postcards (illustrated above) which are related to the famous
'Escalade' episode of 1602. The description of the card from the Swiss Historical Postcard series reads:
“In the late C16th Geneva felt threatened and again sought to join the Federation. Unfortunately the Central
Cantons, averse to the 'Protestant Rome', declined its application. Hearing this, the Duke of Savoy was
encouraged in his ambition to sieze the City and in 1589 tension between the two adversaries resulted in
armed conflict. To the annoyance of Bern, Geneva sought aid from France. After a fruitless war, an uneasy
peace avoided further open conflict until 1602 when Savoy attacked Geneva during the night of 21 st - 22nd
December. An army specially equipped for night attack scaled the walls with ladders and advanced into the
town, but the citizens were alert and after a short fight the Savoyards were repulsed.”
Rosalind Ragg – Three Displays
The Stamp Designs of Karl Bickel Senior - items shown included:
• A postcard featuring Karl Bickel's famous Peace monument in the mountains above his home town
of Walenstadt.
• Illustrations of unadopted designs for his 'Landscape and Technology' definitive series.
• A full mint sheet of the 3c of this issue which she acquired for the remarkably small sum of £2!
• The 'Landscape and Technology' definitives on covers making up the various correct postal charges
current at the time. Rosalind was trying to complete her collection of these but was having
difficulty finding the 3c alone – the correct rate for bulk printed matter for over 50 items.
Horses featured on Soldier Stamps
Although her thematic collection of Equine and Equestrian-related subjects on stamps covers many
countries, Rosalind had long specialised in those of Switzerland. The Soldier Stamps were a prime source of
material, particularly as they come in many varieties (perhaps to satisfy collectors of the time who welcomed
such “unusual items”). Rosalind showed whole sheets, overprint varieties, ungummed mint, stamps on thin
paper and fund-raising postcards with cancels to match the stamp of the particular Unit. Also a series of a
particular soldier stamp showing the succession of printings in different coloured inks to produce the final
stamp design (darkest colour last). Her presentation ended with a military card dated 11.11.1911!
Stamp Boxes - A beautiful display of 25 carved wooden stamp boxes produced between 1890 and 1980, the
majority made by foresters and farmers in their spare moments and intended for the tourist market. Rosalind
speculated that they appeared at a time when snuff was going out of fashion. Several had intricate designs
and the names of the locality engraved on them e.g. Grindelwald and Andermatt. This display won the
'Chairman's Cup' at the Stratford-on-Avon Stamp Club competition this year and are only part of Rosalind's
large collection of traditional Swiss wooden craftwork (or 'treen') which includes bears and donkeys.
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David Hope 'Modern Postal Stationery - Day of the Stamp and Other Postcards'
David showed an attractive collection of commemorative postcards with imprinted stamps that do not appear in
adhesive format, including:
• Day of the Stamp Cards issued each year since 1997. Issued in November or early December in connection
with the Day of the Stamp exhibition which is organised by a different philatelic society each year.
• The attractive set of 11 'Tourism in Switzerland' cards featuring the Swiss Lakes, with different imprinted
stamps exclusively designed for each of them.
• Three official postcards to promote Switzerland's bid for the Winter Olympics of 2006 to be staged in Sion.
The Swiss lost the bid to Turin but sportingly issued a card to celebrate the Turin Winter Olympics .
Bob Medland – 'Postage Dues Odds and Ends'
Bob had recently given a display of taxed registered mail items to the Society of Postal Historians. These
arose mainly where letters marked “Recommandée” or “Einschreiben” had been posted out of hours in letter
boxes. Other items included a cover that had been considered suspicious and opened/re-sealed by the post
office as it contained high-value cheques, and a fascinating pair of postcards addressed to Master and Miss
Balthazar c/o Thomas Cook in Lausanne (the subject of a short article in the April edition of HPSN). Bob had
researched the 1911 Census records to find that the family had originally come from Burma to England. The
father was a commercial traveller whilst his son eventually became a lawyer. The daughter remained single,
neither she nor her brother having children of their own. A slightly sad tale.
Marc Burgess – 'The UPU Centenary Issue'
Mark reminded his audience that examples of Issue B were comparitively cheap to acquire and this enabled
specialist collectors such as himself to attempt to analyse shade varieties and plates, at least, of the 5c and
10c stamps. The position of each of the 200 stamps on a sheet could be identified by examining the plate
defects (catalogued by Zumstein). After over 30 years of study, Marc was close to completion of one plate,
although the outstanding stamps were proving very elusive. He also showed a small collection of stamps with
mis-placed perforations (from older perforating machines). He finished his display with three pre-stamp
covers that he had shown previously at Society events (ref. HPSN Sept. 2018 Feb. 2019), illustrating some of
the difficultes of crossing the St. Gotthard with paintings of the Devil's Bridge. The sender of one cover from
Bern to Somerset, Minister Wyttenbach, expressed hopes that it would reach Somerset within 12 days.
Neville Nelder and Kit Jarman also made presentations at the event – reports to follow.
FORTHCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS
Southern Group – The next event will be on Saturday 19th October 2019 - an all-day meeting 10am to 4pm
(refreshments and lunch provided) at 'The Three Crowns' public house, Whaddon nr. Salisbury (Satnav
postcode: SP5 3HB). Members should bring along items from their collection for display. Details of the main
theme and future meetings will follow. Further information from Werner Gattiker: Tel. 01273 842 135 or
werner@swisstamps.co.uk
Midlands and Northern Areas Group – the next meeting will probably be in Birmingham. Further details will
follow in the Newsletter when available. Contact: Neville Nelder – email: nevillenelder@gmail.com or by
'phone on 01453-765937.
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