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GB POSTAL CENSORSHIP ON PRE-WORLD WAR II MAIL – NOVELTIES - Two examples from Ebay - discovered
seven years apart.
CHARLES J. LaBLONDE CphH, FRPSL and GRAHAM MARK

Fig. 1

It seems that both the covers illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2 were sent to London, possibly by a delegate attending the
21st Zionist Congress in Geneva. The Jewish Agency announced that the Congress would open on 16 th August and
continue for 10 to 15 days. The Council of the Jewish Agency planned an executive session of 2 to 3 days at the
end of the Congress.
The postage is correct for international surface mail at 30 centimes. Both were posted on 25 th August 1939 (prior
to the start of WWII) and postmarked with the special postmark of the Congress. Both carry British censor labels Censor Numbers 2192 and 1662, both sealed with a P.C.66 label.
Cover 1 (above) was something new to me, thus I sought an expert and asked for help with the item. Graham
Mark explained the situation in a 2012 email:
“The addressee George King is notorious in British philatelic circles for his usually successful efforts in collecting
postmarks. Anything clean, with a clear postmark from an otherwise ordinary Post Office, a Travelling Post Office
or a temporary office, needs research because almost certainly it will be found to be a first day or last day of use
of the postmark. In this case he was simply acquiring a special event postmark. I do not know if George King was
Jewish.
The item was sent on Friday 25th August and probably reached London during the following week, i.e. before
Britain declared war on 3rd September. Official records show that censorship began in London on 1 st September,
but I would not expect a censor with a number as high as 2192 in the first days of censorship.
I would opt for the censorship to have been done upon the cover being returned as unclaimed. The Post Office
Guide for 1939 gave the rules for Post Restante, including that items from abroad would be kept for two months,
but this item appears to have been held for rather longer.”
Cover 2 (Fig. 2 on P. 114) prompted a further enquiry and Graham responded in similar terms to the above. He has
also commented: “George King’s usual modus operandi was to send his stamped addressed covers in an outer
packet to Postmasters in Britain with a request to the Postmaster to cancel the stamps with the special postmark
applicable to the day or to the event. In this case Mr King may not have had Swiss stamps to put on his covers so
he may have enclosed International Reply Coupons or a Money Order.
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Fig. 2

The sequence of events in London appear to be:
Cover 1 was received at Fleet Street Post Office EC 4 in the ordinary course of the mail and held at the Post
Restante awaiting collection by the addressee. It was not claimed, so on 12 th February 1940, the usual 2 month
period having long expired (there may have been an undocumented extension of time in view of the flow of
refugees and the outbreak of war), it was marked in red Unclaimed on the back and datestamped on the front.
Another datestamp, for 14th February, appears on the back. It was then sent back to Switzerland, marked RETOUR
and NON RECLAMÉ, and was censored by the British before it left the country.
Cover 2 passed through the same sequence of events except that the first Fleet Street postmark was 15 th January
1940, but the later postmark on the back matches that on cover 1.”
References
British Government, Home Office: History of the Postal and Telegraph Censorship Department 1938-1946,
(1952) 2 volumes, 900pp, National Archives, Kew ref: DEFE1/333.
Graham Mark: personal communications.
THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY'S NATIONAL MEETING 2020

Spring 2020 is going to be a busy time in the philatelic world, not least with ‘London 2020’ at the beginning of May. At
our 2019 national meeting it was agreed that next year’s meeting should be held in the East Midlands, ideally at a
traditional venue in a traditional town centre. We are therefore pleased to announce that the 2020 National Meeting is
to be held at The George Hotel in Huntingdon, 24th-26th April 2020. The ‘National’ is always a great opportunity to meet
up and chat - as well as a chance to present your own collection or to share your special interests for others to see.
This former county town may not be the most famous historic destination in England but it has a surprising
amount of historic connections - plenty to explore outside the meeting events and the venue is a fine old classic
English coaching inn (see illustration). The town’s railway station is close to the hotel, making it easy of access for
those of us who prefer not to drive. We hope that we have ticked the boxes.

More information will follow in the January newsletter but, in the meantime, please make a diary date now. Even
better, reserve a room NOW by phoning the hotel on 01480 432444.
On your behalf . . . Bob Medland (Chairman) and Neville Nelder (Secretary).
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JEAN-LOUIS EMMENEGGER (AIJP)

This article was first published in the 'Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung' (SBZ) in September 2012 (No. 10 - pp. 366
-372). We are grateful to the author, Jean-Louis Emmenegger, and the editor of the SBZ for allowing and assisting
us in publishing this translation.

Fig. 1 (left) Envelope with 4 special stamps issued by the French Post Office for the UPU Congress in 1947. The special cancellation
mentions "PARIS Congres Postal Universel".
Fig. 2 (right) Special postcard given to the delegates of the 1924 UPU Congress in Stockholm (Sweden), with one of the 15
commemorative stamps and a special cancellation.

Introduction: the Universal Postal Union
The UPU, which has its headquarters in Bern, will hold its 25 th Congress from 24th September to 15th October 2012
in Doha (Qatar). This specialised agency of the UN aims to co-ordinate postal services between its 192 member
countries and to prepare them for the 21 st century. The major decisions of the UPU are taken during the Congress.
The first efforts to harmonise the postal rates that each country applies according to its own decisions were made
by the Director of the American Postal Service, Montgomery Blair. He initiated the establishment of an
International Postal Conference which took place in Paris in 1863. The first principles of a standardisation of postal
tariffs and strengthened collaboration were decided there. Another Postmaster, that of the Confederation of
Northern Germany, Heinrich von Stephan, strongly supported these steps. On his initiative, the second
International Postal Conference took place in Bern in 1874, with delegates from 22 countries attending. This Bern
Conference is considered as the founding act of what would become the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 1878.
The Treaty which was signed in Bern, thereafter, strongly contributed to "tidying up" the jungle of postal rates,
routing routes and the official names of postal services. (Further information on the UPU “pioneers” is set out on
Page 118 below.)
Doha (Qatar): 25th Congress of the UPU
The UPU has held 24 Congresses to-date (2012) in different capitals around the world. The "UPU Congress 2012",
to be held in Doha (Qatar), is the 25th UPU Congress. The first Congresses were called the "International Postal
Congress" (or "International Postal Conference"), and they took place in Bern in 1874 (the first), in Paris in 1878
and in Lisbon in 1885. Afterwards, they were called more simply the "UPU Congress". Figures 1 – 6 show
commemorative items related to various UPU Congresses including the two stamps issued by the Qatar postal
authority prior to the Congress in 2012.
At these UPU Congresses the nearly 2,000 delegates from all the participating member countries (currently 192)
make the most important decisions concerning the evolution of the postal services provided around the world.
Each member country is then responsible for introducing, according to its means and priorities, the services
decided during the UPU Congress.
In Doha, a new Director General of the UPU will be elected to replace French national Edouard Dayan, who will be
finishing his second term. A philatelic exhibition will also be held during the Congress, on the theme of: 'Mail
Transport and the Role of the Post Office'. It will be organised by the UPU and feature several collections of
stamps, postal stationery, documents, etc. related to the theme.
Postcards, money orders, reply coupons, etc.
I have set out below some examples of the many important decisions taken by UPU during its existence,:
1875 – to include the words "Postal Union" on postcards (later: include “Postcard - Universal Postal Union ")
on the front address side of all national postcards

PAGE 116

HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2019

Fig. 3 The two special stamps issued in 2010 and 2011 by Qatar Post for the 2012 UPU Congress in Doha.
Fig. 4 Part of the official envelope of the UPU Congress in London in 1929, stamped with 3 definitives and one special 1d stamp issued
for the Congress and cancelled with the stamp of the special temporary post office. Note the special registered mail label "London,
Postal Union Congress".

1878 - first international money order
1906 - creation of the international reply coupon (IRC)
1911: the first time that mail (letters in a postbag) was carried in an aircraft (in India) - the transport of postal
mail by plane was favoured
1969 – the first "World Post Day"
1998 – the creation of international express mail (EMS Express Mail Service)
To this list can also be added the regulations (i.e. standardisation valid for all UPU member countries) concerning
“registered mail”, "declared value" and "cash on delivery" (the type, shape and colour of the labels), the
"Cecogram" (for the blind), the wording that must appear on postcards, aerograms and labels, "PAR AVION", etc.
Note that each postage stamp issued by a UPU member country must be submitted to the UPU for its records.
In Doha, the delegates will discuss the "Doha Postal Strategy 2013-2016", which will outline the development of
global postal services until the next UPU Congress in 2016. The UPU foresees that electronic postal services
(everything that the customer can do online using the internet) will be of strategic importance in the future.
Special items commemorating UPU Congresses
At almost every UPU Congress (exceptions are rare!), the postal administration of the host country has issued one
or more special stamps. Sometimes even a whole series of special postage stamps are issued, such as at the 1947
Congress held in Paris (four stamps, see Fig. 1) or the one in Cairo in 1934, where the Egyptian Post Office issued
14 special stamps. For some, there were also special postcards with an imprinted stamp, as for the 1924 Congress
in Stockholm, Sweden (Fig. 2). For the Doha Congress, the Qatar Post Office issued two special postage stamps,
one in 2010 and the other in 2011 (Fig. 3).
Very often, a special temporary post office was set up for Congress delegates, at which any special postage stamps
were sold. The post offices often used a special postmark to frank the mail they received. Examples of the text
that can be found (in the language of the country) are: "Universal Postal Union Congress" or "Universal Postal
Congress", "Postal Union Congress" (London 1929 – Fig. 4), "Congrès Postal Universel" (Brussels 1952 - Fig. 5),
“Universal Postal Union Congress” (Ottowa 1957 - Fig. 6), "Universal Postal Congress" (Tokyo 1969), etc. Since
access to these temporary post offices was often only available to Congress delegates, envelopes bearing UPU
Congress postmarks are highly sought after and can easily reach several hundred Swiss francs for envelopes from
the first Congress!
UPU-related Commemorative Stamps
At UPU Congresses, in addition to the postage stamps issued by the host country, many other countries also
issued stamps to celebrate the event. If we were to add up all the stamps and souvenir sheets issued on the
occasion of all the UPU Congresses since 1874 it would be quite a number!
But it is not only the UPU Congress that is the reason for issuing UPU-related stamps: we must also mention all
those issued to commemorate "birthdays" of the UPU since 1875 (the year in which the UPU's Postal Treaty was
first enforced), as well as, among others, important anniversaries - 25 years (in 1900), 50 years (1924), 75 years
(1949), 100 years (1974) and 125 years (2000). Related postage stamp issues were very numerous for these too.
Not to mention the integration of the UPU into the United Nations (UN) as a specialised agency on 1 st July 1948:
several series of UPU-related stamps were issued by the UN's New York Office, the first on 12 th June 1953.
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Fig. 5 Envelope mailed at the 13th Congress in Brussels in 1952. The stamp is one of the series of 16 'Portraits of Members of the House of
Thurn and Taxis' issued for the Congress. Special cancellation reads: "Congrès Postal Universel" and in Flemish: “Wereld Post Congress”.
Fig. 6 Special stamp from the Canada Post Office issued for the 14 th UPU Congress in Ottowa in 1957, on a First Day cover.

In Switzerland since 1875
The links between Switzerland and the UPU are very close for several reasons. Indeed, the headquarters of the
International Bureau of the UPU was already located in Bern on 1 st June 1875! As a specialised agency of the UN,
in the same way as those established in Geneva (ILO, ITU, WHO, WMO, etc.), the UPU was entitled, in agreement
with the PTT, to have its own "service stamps" for use at its HQ in Bern. To date, 23 UPU different service stamps
have been issued, the first dated, 16 th September 1957 (Fig. 7), were a series of six. Originally, these UPU service
stamps were used to frank official UPU mail, but very quickly official UPU postal items were usually franked by
means of a red stamp franking machine. Between 1957 and 2012 there were a further 11 issues of service stamps
for the UPU featuring related events and services. The United Nations Postal Authority (UNPA) has also issued a
small number of stamps related to the UPU to be used at the UN's Geneva Office.
In addition to the UPU and UNPA stamps, there have been a number of Swiss stamps that have been issued by the
PTT, and later Swiss Post, over the decades to commemorate various UPU-related events. The first - the issue of
the three postage stamps in 1900 to celebrate the 25 th Anniversary of the UPU, is very well known to Swiss
collectors because of the three paper types used and its many varieties, colours, retouching, etc. (see the
Zumstein Special Switzerland Catalogue and specialised literature).
A full schedule of all the UPU-related stamps issued by the UPU, UNPA, PTT and Swiss Post, up to 2012, is set out
at the end of this article – added by the Editor of the HPS Newsletter.

Fig. 7 The first series of six UPU service stamps issued on 16.09.1957 on a letter to the United States, with the cancellation “BERN 15
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE WELTPOSTVEREIN”.
Fig. 8 First Day Cover for the 15c (1963) stamp from the US Postal Service in honour of Postmaster General Montgomery Blair. The stamp
refers to the centenary of the first International Postal Conference in Paris in 1863.

The three UPU Congresses in Switzerland
To date, Switzerland has hosted three UPU Congresses: in Bern in 1874, in Lausanne in 1974 (Centennial Congress)
and in Geneva in 2008 (replacing Nairobi, Kenya). The PTT issued two special stamps se-tenant (28/3/1974) on the
occasion of the Lausanne Congress and Swiss Post one stamp (23/7/2008) for the Congress held in Geneva.
Special cancellations were used by the temporary post office set up for the delegates.
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Finally, mention should be made of the "BERN Schosshalde" post office which processed UPU mail. From 16 th July
1957 it became "BERN 15 UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION / WELTPOSTVEREIN", then with the postal code "3000 BERN
15". These postmarks and the "Recommandé" labels of this post office, as well as the UPU/Bern cancelling
machine imprints (in red) constitute a "specifically Swiss" field of research (see Hans Paickert’s study on this
subject).
The topic of philately (stamps) and the postal service (envelopes) related to the Universal Postal Union is vast and
very varied. As it is very close to philately itself, since it concerns postage stamps and postal services, this theme
has motivated many collectors to start UPU collections. One of them, the late Hans Paickert (Germany), won the
highest honours at international philatelic exhibitions.
The UPU's THREE PIONEERS: Montgomery Blair, Heinrich von Stephan and Eugene Borel

Fig. 9 The series of three Swiss stamps issued on 28 th March 1974 in honour of the three pioneers of the UPU: Eugène Borel, Heinrich von
Stephan and Montgomery Blair (UPU Centenary Series) – on an official PTT First Day Cover.

In May 1863, the United States Postmaster General, Montgomery Blair, inaugurated the first International Postal
Conference in Paris at the 'Hotel des Postes'. Delegates from 15 countries in Europe and America accepted the
principle of simplifying calculations for postal rates (Fig. 8).
In September 1874, at the initiative of Heinrich von Stephan, Director of the postal service of the Confederation of
Northern Germany, an International Postal Conference was organised in Bern with the aim of creating an
international postal union. At the end of this Conference, the delegates of the 22 participating countries signed
the Bern Treaty on 9th October 1874, which formalised the creation of the General Postal Union, which would
become the Universal Postal Union in 1878. Both Blair and von Stephan appear on many postage stamps worldwide.
Swiss national Eugène Borel is also considered as one of the founders of the UPU, since he was the first Director of
the UPU. He had his offices in Bern from 1 st June 1875. All three gentlemen appear on the Swiss stamps Z553-555
shown in Fig. 9 above.
A SCHEDULE OF UPU AND UPU-RELATED STAMPS*
UPU Official Service Stamps
1957/60 Z1-9 First UPU Official stamps – two designs – the UPU Monument and Pegasus
1976 Z10-13 New designs representing letter post, parcel post, financial services and technical co-operation
1983 Z14 International reply coupon
1989 Z15 EMS service
1995 Z16 Post-Net
th
1999 Z17/18 125 Anniversary of the UPU **
2003 Z19 Service quality **
2005 Z20 World Post Day. Design shows how the “Global Postal Network reaches everyone everywhere”
2007 Z21 'Humanitarian Mail' – joint issue with the UNPA (theme not explicitly referred to on the stamp)
2009 Z22 Centenary of the UPU Monument in Berne (featuring the sculptor René de Saint-Marceaux, issued
jointly with a French stamp of a similar design) **
2012 Z23 25th UPU Congress in Doha (Qatar) featuring the Basel Dove **
UPU-related stamps issued by the UNPA to be used at the United Nations' Geneva Office
1971 Z18 Opening of the new UPU HQ building in Bern **
1974 Z39/40 Centenary of the UPU
1999 Z383-386 125th Anniversary of the UPU
2007 Z591 'Humanitarian Mail' - joint issue with the UPU
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UPU Z23

UPU Z22

Z1278

Z551/552

UPU-related stamps issued by the PTT and SwissPost
1900 Z77-79 25th Anniversary of the UPU **
1924 Z167/168 50th Anniversary of the International Postal Conference in Bern **
1949 Z294-296 75th Anniversary of the UPU
1970 Z480 Inauguration of the new UPU HQ building
1974 Z551/552 Foundation of the UPU, Bern and the 17 th UPU Congress in Lausanne **
1974 Z553-555 The UPU's Centenary and to pay homage to the three “pioneers” of the UPU
1999 Z977/978 125th Anniversary of the UPU (se-tenant making up the shape of an envelope)
2008 Z1278 24th UPU Congress in Geneva **
*Issued up to 2012. ** Illustrated on this page. (See also UPU Z1-6 in Fig. 7 and Z553-555 in Fig. 9).
Sources of Further Information:
The UPU's website: www.upu.int
'The UPU - its Foundation and Development' edited by the UPU – 170 pages, 1974 in French
'Questions about the UPU and its Activities' – a 40 page brochure in colour, in French, edited by the UPU,
Bern
'The UPU Co-ordinates Worldwide Postal Services' by Kathleen Wunderly on the website of Linn's Stamp
News (USA)
'Die UPU-Studie', UNOP Handbook 1979 by H. Paickert 332 pages - in German

The Society is grateful to Swiss Post for enabling it to reproduce illustrations of their products.
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UNPA

Below are details of the latest stamp issues from the UN:
18th October 2019 - 50th Anniversary of the UNPA in Geneva - a new personalised stamp sheet (illustration above).
On 11th December 1968, an agreement between the United Nations and the Swiss Postal Telephone and Telegraph
Enterprise (PTT) enabled the Geneva office of the UNPA to open. The first UN stamps in Swiss Francs were issued
on 4th October 1969.
The background design of the latest stamp sheet features the flag alley leading to the main entrance of the Palais
des Nations in Geneva and pays tribute as well to “100 years of Multilateralism at Geneva”. The stamp sheet
consists of ten stamps each in the denomination of CHF 1.50 with different images of the Palais des Nations,
Geneva. The tabs of the stamps feature the logo of the ongoing restoration project of the Celestial Sphere.
23rd September 2019 - UN 2019 Climate Summit: “A race we can win. A race we must win” - 6 stamps (2 of which
are for use at the UN Geneva Office) and 3 souvenir sheets designed by Sergio Baradat (United Nations). Printed
by Cartor Security Printing (France).
2nd October 2019 - 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Ghandi – UN New York Office only - definitive stamp. Artist
Martin Mörck (Norway). Printed by Joh. Enschedé Stamps BV (Netherlands).
24th October 2019 – UNESCO World Heritage sites in Cuba - 6 stamps (2 of which are for use at the UN Geneva
Office) and 3 prestige stamp booklets (with stamps of different face values) based on photographs, designed by
Sergio Baradat (United Nations). Printed by Cartor Security Printing (France).
If you wish to find out more about the UNPA's stamps and their other philatelic products, join their new issues
service or receive their magazine 'Fascination' here are their contact details:
Website: unstamps.org Email address: UNPA–Europe@un.org
Postal address: Postverwaltung der Vereinten Nationen, Internationales Zentrum Wien, Postfach 900, 1400
Wien - Vereinte Nationen, Osterreich.
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THE RETURN OF ALFRED ESCHER – AGAIN !

Not really philatelic, but following on from Swiss Post issuing a second stamp commemorating this famous
gentleman (ref. HPSN March 2019 p32), the Editor of 'Swiss Express' has drawn the attention of his readers to the
fact that Alfred has recently been seen on a train – see illustration. He writes: “Alfred Escher was the driving force
behind the Gotthard Tunnel but he never travelled through it during his lifetime. Now 200 years after his birth, he
has been given the chance by both Gotthard Panoramic Express and “Woodvetia” (www.woodvetia.ch - an
initiative of Swiss timber industries to showcase the products of Swiss forests). A life-size wooden figure of
Escher (see illustration) travelled in the Gotthard Panorama Express from 1 st June until the last service of the
season on 20th October.” Photo Mario Gavazzi
Thanks are due to the Swiss Railways Society for enabling us to publish
this article which appeared in the September 2019 edition of 'Swiss Express'.

GOOD NEWS FOR PRO JUVENTUTE COLLECTORS - FOLLOW UP

RICHARD T. HALL

Further to the note on Richard Hall's latest publication on “PJ Brieflis”(HPSN October 2019 P. 105), Richard writes:
“Herr Schad cut-off his Briefli catalogue at 1960 as that was the date the "Pro Juventute" envelopes went
anonymous. But both he and I had many different envelopes and greeting cards that were orphaned. Then I was
fortunate to purchase a lot of post-1960 complete sales envelopes which made it possible to assign the greeting
cards to a specific year and provided clues for determining the year the "Pro Juventute" imprinted envelopes were
used. Working with Herr Schad, I developed the post-1960 booklet in the same format that he used for his
catalogue. My booklet only goes up to 1974, but shows many greeting cards that must have been issued after
1974. I am hoping that someone out there can help identify when these later cards were issued and what
envelope was used in what year.
If you wish to access the booklet, go to the American HPS's web site: swiss-stamps.org Click on "Research", then
"Swiss Philatelic Resources", scroll down to #16 and click to download.”
Copies of Herr Schad's publications are in the Helvetia P.S.'s Library: No. 273 'Pro Juventute Briefli 1926-1960'
2011 and No. 274 'Pro Juventute Bild-Postkarten 1912-1960' 2011.
Other AHPS publications in our Library include:
No. 255 'Swiss Stamps Something for Everyone' 2007
No. 266 'Philately of Switzerland An Introductory Handbook' Edited by Richard T. Hall 2010
No. 278 Special edition of 'Tell': 'Switzerland in World War II: Its Defence, Survival, Refugees' 2012.
Not in the HPS Library: Richard T. Hall's articles in 'Tell' on 'Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass from
Roman Times to 2016'.
FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY'S SOUTHERN GROUP
The next meeting will be on Saturday 7 th March 2020 commencing at 10.00 for 10.30am and finishing at approx.
4.00pm at Harnham Scout Hall, Lower Street, Salisbury SP2 8HB (on the south west side of the city off Harnham
Road). Refreshments will be available, including lunch at a local hostelry. The main theme of the meeting will be
announced shortly. Members attending should bring along items from their collection for display. Displays on
other themes will be welcome and shown if time permits. Future meetings in 2020 are scheduled for Saturday 6 th
June and Saturday 10th October 2020. Further information from Werner Gattiker: Tel. 01273 842 135 or
werner@swisstamps.co.uk
MEMBERSHIP NEWS
We have recently been informed that our member Peter Smith has died aged 92. Peter lived in Boston,
Lincolnshire and the Society has passed on its condolences to his family.
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1961 PRO JUVENTUTE 30c + 10c IRIS – AN AMAZING SHIFTED PRINT
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DERRICK SLATE

In 1962 the Amateur Collector Ltd. ordered from the P.T.T. several hundred of each value of the 1961 Pro Juventute
stamps (issued on 1st December 1961). These were ordered for the Stampex Exhibition held in London in 1962.
When the delivery arrived from the P.T.T., they opened the package and to their amazement found that 90 copies
of the 30c + 10c Iris (one complete mint sheet plus a part sheet) had a major and amazing shift to the right (see
illustrations above). The flower buds and leaves have a wide white outline. The yellow can be seen on the stalks
and a purple shift on the sepals (n.b. the copy shown in this illustration also has a purple blob on the bud, but I am
convinced this is a grease mark).
All sheets were very carefully checked by the P.T.T. before they were allowed to go out for sale, so printing errors
of this magnitude are very rare and when they do occur were relatively very small.
This 1961 Pro Juventure stamp had been on sale for 14 weeks when the Amateur Collector Ltd. received their
delivery (there were probably a few in the general post offices in Switzerland, but at this stage, these stamps were
only available from the P.T.T.). Enquiries were made throughout Switzerland and the response was that nobody
had heard of or seen this shift.
These Pro Juventute stamps were printed in panes of four (4 x 50), so there must have been 200 printed. So how
many are there ? Six copies were placed on covers and cancelled with a pictorial postmark of Grindelwald. Four
copies were cancelled (used) off cover...Why ? There was one block of four ......was this broken down to singles?
The question is...how many are there now ? Have you seen one, mint, used, on cover or even one of the six
with postmarks of Grindelwald ?
HOTEL POST – ERRATUM

On the second page of the article entitled 'Swiss Hotel Post and Hotel
Stamps' in the October 2019 edition of the Society's Newsletter (Page 107)
there is a reference in the first line of the second paragraph to an example
in Fig.7 of a hotel stamp produced for the 'Grand Hotel des Alpes' in
Murren. This was an error - Fig.7, as stated in the sixth paragraph, is a
Maderanerthal hotel post stamp. The author of the article, Werner Gattiker,
has sent me an example of a hotel stamp (or better: hotel label) produced
for the Hotel Mürren – shown here. My apologies for any confusion caused.
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THE END OF PICTURE POSTCARDS BY MAIL?

BOB MEDLAND

In my article about the picture postcard sent from St Gallen in 1908 (see last September’s Newsletter pp. 8-9) I
touched upon the current demise of picture postcards sent by mail and the contrast in cost and service between
then and now, 111 years later. Perhaps this was prescient of me, for today (19th September 2019) I have just
received a postcard sent from Ticino with a date-stamp of 5th September. The postcard cost 1f20 and postage was
1f40, that’s about £2.00. The delivery time was 14 days: compare this with the 23 days it took the 1908 card to
reach a far outpost in South Africa. Two weeks for a correctly-franked item to get from Switzerland to Great Britain
is appalling service by the mail system.

My new postcard bears all the hallmarks of modern technological efficiencies (illustration above): the date-stamp
Cadenazzo with tri-lingual ‘Die Post’ flag was applied automatically by machine using dot-matrix spray. On arrival
in England the postcard was treated with two rows of fluorescent orange barcode – again by dot-matrix spray - for
automatic sorting. Given such automation and efficiency just how could the postcard have taken so long to arrive?
In conversation with others it seems that this is far from unusual and yet letters from Switzerland arrive within a
day or two. The inescapable conclusion is that the timely delivery of postcards is of no interest to the official
postal services. Could there be a hidden reason for this? Cadenazzo is located on the outskirts of Locarno and is
where Die Post has just built a state-of-the-art regional parcels centre. Is it just possible that postcards are now
accumulated and forwarded in bulk by cheaper but slower parcels service?

By contrast, one of many internet services is ‘TouchNote’ which prints and
sends personalised postcards. Using an app on your mobile phone you simply
select your own photograph, write a short message, then choose the addressee
from your contact list . . . and press ‘Send’. The cost of a single card is £1.67 and
payment is automatic from your account. The postcard arrives even with a
‘Postage Paid’ indicium (illustration left). Undoubtedly it is nicer to receive a
‘hard copy’ postcard rather than just an emailed or Instagram picture, so is there future for the postcard?
The traditional system seems to be dying, but possibly this hybrid version could replace it. If so, sadly, they
will arrive without traditional stamps or interesting cancellations.
DAY OF THE STAMP 2019
The official event to celebrate this annual promotion, 'PHILATELICA'19', will take place on 28th November - 1st
December in Espace Gruyère in Bulle. Organised by the Club Philatélique de Bulle on behalf of the Federation
of Swiss Philatelic Societies, it will include a Class II and III philatelic exhibition and a stamp bourse.

Werner Gattiker

For most aspects of Swiss Philately and Postal History
•
•

Free Standard Price List 1850 – 2012 with both Zumstein/SBK and Stanley Gibbons numbers.
"Werner's Treasure Trove" sent most months to my customers, full of offers of stamps, covers,
cards, blocks, collections & lots, literature, etc.

•
Liechtenstein also available.
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