A message from Edythe Rawnsley (Hon. Librarian 1951-1988)

"It should be noted that issue No.1 of the Helvetia News Letter 1948 does not
exist. Not even our founder, E H Spiro, had kept a copy. As far as I can
remember it was only a single sheet announcing the formation of a specialist

7 n

society for Swiss Philately and the intention to publish a ‘News Letter’.

Helvetia Philatelic Society: The beginnings.

In 1971, on the occasion of the Helvetia Philatelic Society's Silver Jubilee, its
founder Edward Henry Spiro was invited by ‘Stamp Collecting’ to record his
reminiscences of the Society's foundation and its early years. These jottings are,
in the main, based on the article that appeared at the time.

Our Founder's professional life was devoted to journalism (print and radio). He
also worked in Allied Intelligence prior to and during the Second World War and
experienced pre-war more than one spell as a "guest" in the then newly-formed
Concentration camps. His experiences resulted; post-war, in him having at least
fifteen books published under the name of E. H. Cookridge. The majority of
these books, including titles such as "The Third Man: The truth about Kim Philby,
double agent" and "George Blake - Double Agent", relate to spying. A totally
different subject is his "History of the Orient Express".

Like most youngsters Spiro (Cookridge) collected anything and everything and it
was whilst accredited to the Secretariat of the League of Nations in Geneva
between 1936 and 1938 that he turned his attention to Swiss stamp issues.
During that time he was fortunate to meet philatelic giants such as Baron de
Reuterskidld, Dr. G. Fulpius and Arthur Hertsch. Over thirty years later a few
pre-adhesive letters given him by Reuterskidld by way of "encouraging a young
man to become a serious collector” remained treasured items in his collection.

Upon his return to peacetime England, Spiro resumed his hobby, collecting his
albums from the bank safe where they had avoided the destruction of his house
in an air raid. He was a co-founder of the Wimbledon Philatelic Society which
included two or three members interested in Swiss material. This handful of
enthusiasts, gathering around Spiro's dining table, and saw the birth of our
Society, originally named the Helvetia Stamp Club.

Shortly after this, the embryonic Society staged a public display at the Stagg &
Russell Exhibition Gallery in London's Leicester Square. This site subsequently
gave rise to the now much lamented defunct Swiss Centre. The display proved a
totally unexpected and overwhelming success and scores of members were
recruited. The first properly elected committee of the Helvetia Philatelic Society
came into existence at a meeting held at the Bonnington Hotel in October 1948.
Our founder was subsequently to hold office as Secretary and Chairman.



Among the early committee members was Mrs. Edythe Rawnsley, the first lady
member, who for many years remained as the firm pillar of the Society,
combining the roles of Secretary and Newsletter Editor. It was during her
stewardship that she founded our Library that, outside Switzerland, contains one
of the best philatelic literature collections of related material. Mr. A. J. Harding,
(at the time the only Englishman on the management team of the Swiss Tourist
Office in London) took on the post of Treasurer and was still similarly employed
at the time of the Society's Silver Jubilee! Philip Stratton, a survivor of Dunkirk,
was our first "Packet Superintendent". Among our early members were such
well-known philatelists and Fellows of the Royal as Professor Landau, Dr. K.
Strauss, and Lawrence Moore M.B.E.

The latter, particularly knowledgeable in Swiss postal history, later formed the
Society’s Northern Group and was subsequently elected President of the Society.
Other early holders of this office included Miss Winifred Penn-Gaskell F.R.P.S.L.,
R.D.P. and Colonel H. De Watteville C.B.E, M.A, F.R.P.S.L.

Twenty-five years after he founded the HPS, Edward Spiro saw the Newsletter as
his most important service to the Society. It had received numerous diplomas
and medals at philatelic exhibitions, but his satisfaction lay in the fact that its
articles over those early years had assisted so many lovers of Swiss philately
with information relating to postal history, printing, postmarks, varieties etc.
Collectors from beginners through to mature students were, he felt, its
beneficiaries.

The Newsletter - Scanned

From the first issue of 1948 through to the end of 1986 the Newsletter was
printed on Foolscap, a paper cut to 8%x13%2 inches (216x343 mm). To
accommodate these dimensions, the pages were scanned to portable document
format (PDF) with an output size of ‘Ledger 11x17’. All pages have been scanned
at 300 dpi.
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ihig headline will probably put off most of our readers,

fmenever we take a newspavper to hand,or switeh on our radio set

ne tells us about cconomics, crises, financial policy,exports
"oort“ and currency problems, When embarking en cur hobby

f@ cerh alnlﬁ want to forget all about "the crigis", economic
srounbles and "the situation", However, philately iq to~day very
)10 sely zonnected with many of these problems. Import ¢f foreign
against cash payment is impossible, Any new stamp —-

iv that of a "hard currency" country such as Switzerland

[OME &

e must be "bartered", Now, the value of the Pound Sterling is

token by foreign dealers oand sollectors at a much lower ratc than
the official rate of exchange. Instead of paying 1I7.50 Swiss frs,
to the Pound on catalogue or an agreed barter basis, Swiss
dealers offer 9 to 10 frs., and arc not prepared toc barter Swiss
gbamps otherwise ‘ :

Hense the high price of, for instance, the new Olympic Games g%,
the face value of which is only 1 frano or ls,2d, British
collectors have to accept this - or go without new issues, We
tried hard to fight against the high barter prices, but 1t was
in vain, Most Members know this and have accepted the price of
thz New Issue offer, Tws or three have,however, complained that
a few dealers offered the set faor 2/6, This may be so. Some
dealers can get cheaper quotations by means which is not our
suginess to dissuss. Firms, who observe import regulations, and

shey aro, of coursepin the majority, ask 3/-to 3/3d, for this

S set, as glance at the windows of Mcssrg,Stanley Gibbons or

N*ﬂ)wwﬁld% will prove., They are quite entitled to do so,taking
into account the high barter prices and their considerable over-
heads. We tried our best to keep down the price as much as
possinle, We made 14d."profit",and the Club's expenses for
stationery,packing etc, came to more than 50 per cent of that,

A swall profit must be made from the New Issue Service in crdex
to finance other Club activities, We do not doubt that Members
will understand this, and,after 21l, the Olympie Games set was

a geod buy at the New Issue Service price, It is already sold out
in Berne, and due fcr a c¢uick rise -~ like all other Swiss

commemoratives in the past,

CLUB NEwWE,
Since the first NEWS LETTER & was issued our membership has more

than trebled, We are rapidly approaching the 300 mark, We extend
our welcome o all new members, among whom are many well-krnown
philatelisgts, including Mr,Tom Morgan,the Bditor of the "Philatelio
Magagine' Mr B, F . Hurt, the famous expert on pastal histsary, Mr,
H.A.Spe uart, cne of the "014 Guard", Mr,0,B,S,Wallis, the Guild-

ford stamp auo+¢on@@r, and many others,

t
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By HANS B,OG AU D ARD
Ghi@f of S@@ti@n, Swiss G@n@ral Post Offi@e

Y 1Y

mha,preparati@n of an‘@ntirely.new_series'of postage stampa
neocessitates studies and trials which often take several years,Whilst
collaborating directly in this watier, one can hardly imagine the amount
of work it ropresents, For decades woat of the Swiss postage staups were
printed by typography., This procedure is now ‘obsolete, ita possibilities
of graghiec reproduction being too limited, Therefore, it was d@ﬁd@d t@
modeynise the technical installations and to adopt the 'intaglio' .
lire engraving process, which afferds the artist much wore @ffe@tive
weans cf expression, is less susshotible to the unforesesan and a better
protection against counterfeiting.

The transition to printing by rotogravure necegsitated the oreation
of new designs. Although the experience gained from the old and costly
system of copper engraving was available, alwost nothing was knowan about
‘rotegravure. The engraving, the paper, the printing ink and so on, —
everything had to be sdapted to the new process. The transition, whiel
toeok place in 1936‘raised many problems which, however, were suocess~
fully solved,

The Landscape set of the 3 to 40 Centimes stamps 1s of a small size
- 20.5 by 24 Millimeters, with a printing space of only 17 by 21 Milli-
meters, The wotifs taken from various reglons ef Switzerlana had to be
designed in a way, taking account of this fact,

The 3 oentimes olive shows the ploturesque Staubbach, which ruah@s
down -frem & height of nearly 1,000 feetv into the romantie valley of -
Lauterbrunnen, bordered by gigantie rooks, The artist,Karl Biockel, whe
degigned wmany Swliss stamps, aveided over-stylizing. His malleable buria
penounced on hard lines in order to soften the effeot of the masses

of rooks aad to ewphasize the charm of this slpine valley, Two large
boulders smorging from the river, skilfully reveal its torreatial
character, Pir-woods olimb up to the foot of the glacier in the baock-
ground, The village is merely sketohed, doea not dominate the fore-

ground. By such details the artist sucoceded in portraying the -

esgential features of the landscapes within the minute space of a
Postage stamp. e
The 5 centvimes green brings to us the acenery of the Pilatus on .
the Lake of Four Cantons (Vierwaldstitter See), It is a wild precipiw
teus magaif, We see it here from Stansatad,dominating Herglswill,
The emgraver has originally chosen thia etamnﬁ in order to find out
where and how to place the taxefigure and the word HEEVETEA,and after
many trlals,it was put at the foot of the pioture,
: @h@—le/@@n%im@ﬁ#vée&etw shewsr$heMupp@zLLakeuoiuaenevamwithwth@wﬁ»,.
Dents du Midi and the sneient castle eof Chillon, whioh is one of the
vest known sights of Switzerland. The artiat concentrated himself
partioularly on the effeota of light and shadow, The first essays showed
a sailing boat and railway masts, whioch were however abandpned,The
foreground was ve-designed in a more simple and harmonious disposition,
- (10 BB ccmxmf
véj‘-f’é';flr.
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£  FOR SPRCIALISED SELROTIONS OF STAMPS (priced singly) of

. AUSTRALIA - BRLGIUM -~ OZBCHOSLOVAKIA - BIRR - FRANCA
HOLLAND - RUSSIA end SWITZRRIAND write to

% ¢, B, €06 CKR, "Friarmere",Fulwood, PRASTON, :
Hagtastarta tutatniaiaiiananatane atatananakanasasarkakaiianats g sk %45
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Herr Robert HURLIMANN, the well-known Swiss philatelist and
Bditor of the "Schweizer Briefmarken Rundschau" has been appainted
Chief Correspondent and Swiss Editor of the "Helvetia News Letter".

We are pleased to have secured the co-operation of this prominent
Swiss expert.

VARIETIES - Pro Juventute 1947,

Qur Berne correspondent reperts the following new discoveries of
varieties of the 10c, stamp. The tenth stamp in sheet A 111 shows
a fairly large yellow ?pot beneath the lower left flower, which
looks like an addltlon \bud, The 40th =staup in sheet B 111 has a plate
variety, a llﬂht,horlzontql 1ine through the ¢ of 10.

The 30c. stamp has been found with a white line between L and V
of Helvetia. It is a constant variety of the 23rd stamp in sheet B1ll11l,

~ Railway Centenary Stamps.

5c¢.~long white horizontal line above the railway engine (2nd stamp
in sheet D 111 ), The already reported variety "Broken spoke in large
wheel" occurs in sheets B 111, B 211 and B 311, always on the 6th
stamp. The 20c, variety "No Superstructure and troley" is quite
—~ ommon. It was caused by a worn c¢ylinder sand occurs on practically
11 sheets printed in the first issue. The stamps were later reprinted -
~——but collectors who got their supplies early should look carefully
through their stamps,they may easily detect the two varieties,

NATTOVAL FE TH 1947

The issue ‘figures of this set,which beeame obsolete on Novcmber X th
1947 were as followss:—
5x5 c.....1,404,109 10x100”E“2 709,595 -
T20% *de.. .2, 387 913 30xloch¢; ,065,035
Ny e,

N?U& CAUTION - FORG@RIES OF THH 1919 AIR QVERPRINT
/

’/\OuL Zurich correspondent reports that a comparatively large number of
forgerleq of the propeller ovarprint of S.G.298a (Z., Alr 1) have
appeared in Switzerland (apparently from Paris). Sowe may turn up soon
in this country. It is a very good forgery of this scarce stamp,and the
~»asurements are correct. The forged overprint is,however,slightly

(ﬁk udged and printed in matt carmine, whilst the genuine one is glossy

___qad dark red., The forgery can be recognized under the quartzlamp,but

is otherwise difficult to distinguish from the Renuine overprint,

PRICE QUCTATIONS UP IN NEW ZUMSTSIN

Prices are up in many 1nstances in the new Zumstein Oatqlogue. Apart
from many earlieg, National Fétes and Juventute are now quoted higher
as compared withuthe 1947 edition, The Bale dove has jumped up by
100 frs.,most of the silk thread issues are qguoted ¥y 20 % higher.
Of the modern issues most spectacular ineoreases are noted in the

Pro Aero 1943,now 3.25 (2,50 in 1947),the 1 F, 1944 Air Jubilae,now
6.~ (4.-in 1947) and 1940,1942,1943,1944 & 1945 National Fete eets
Meny of the - League of Nations are ~”lso up.

The new Zumstein proves that Stanley Glbbons price quotations —
already out of date when that catalogue was published -- bear little
relation to the gold currency prices of Swiss stamps,which rule the
Continental markets.

NEW MEMBERS !

The Bditor of this News Letters will be grateful to have your
opinion on what you liked - and disliked in our Club publication.
Please don't hesitete in sending your suggestions, They will be
gratefully considered,




IMABA  INTERNATICWAL STAMP EXHIBITIOL
— at BASEL (Bale) 21-29th AUGUST 048

The British Government announced that travel al_ow-

. ances for holidaymakers in Switzerland will be wegtored

‘”Eéqgﬁ on May st 1948, We hope to be able to arrange < .
£ group visit of Members to the Exhibition,which promises

to be a big event., The Club Secrstary is in touc:i with
Mr.Frank Godden, the Exhibitien Commissioner for Great Britair,an
with the Swiss Travel Agency on this subject. It will be most zelp-
ful te knew how many members are interested in visiting Switzer.and
and the IMABA in August, Altheugh 1t may be diffioult to fix th:

- August hollday date at the pregent mowment, tentative arrar.gements

and applications may bé possible, The travel ‘allowanee will protatly
not exceed &35 per person, but it apnears that 1t will be sufficient
to spend about 10 days in Switzerland on this amount,including fares,
Members interested are invited to write to the Secretary.

ZUMS TE I N CATALOGUES. The Club was fortunate in securing
a few copies of the Zumstein BUROFPE Catalogue 1948, and the Zumstein
SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSTRIN S PE C I A L CATALOGUE,11th Edition.

Although the FBurope Catalogue already fetches 40/- at London
auctions,we have no intention of joining the "racket". It is
offered to mewbers at 27/- plus postage. But only a few copies are-—
available. We have a few more of the SPECIAL Catalognme, which ig
the best modern reference book avaiiable at present. It is the 1lth

BEdition,published in 1945, We learn from Messrs,Zumstein & Cie that
no date has yet been fixed for the new edition.None was issued since
1945 We can offer it at 9/6 plus postage.

" VWie have -yeen promised a small quota of the sopcalled SIMPLIFIED
~Catalowue of Switzerland and Liechtenstein, This i virtually a reprint
of the Swiss and Liechtenstein pages of the new Burope catalogue,and
suitable for those who do not want the complete Burope edition. The
price will be between 2/9 and 3/6. We can accept bookings,but are
still waiting for the Board of Trade 1mport licence,

S

RXCHANGE PACKET BRANCH.

Mr.Clifford Tucker,our hon.Superintendent appeals to all wembers * -~
contribute at least one or two booklets to the monthly packets.Onl ,
thus a steady circulation can be maintained, When Members do nct —
supply material, they cannot expect to receive packets regularly.

A11 Club officers have parted with thelr duplicates to "feed" the
packets in circulation, but a stalemate will become unaveidable

Mewbers are also reminded that packets must be forwarded within 48
hours. A few Members have retained- packets for several days without
any excuse, In future they will be deprived of their "priority" and

their names placed at the bottom of the Postal List or struck out
al together!

STAMP MIRROR, The Secretary can accept subscriptions for this
lively weekly journal. Subscription is 12/6 annually for 52 issues.

LENDING LIBRARY, Members desirous to borrow books -mainly in
German and French~are invited to ask for list. No charge, apart

from refund of postage and a small insurance fee. Priced catalogues
can not be lent out. : ‘

FORGBRIES. The Secretary wants to buy all forgeries of Swiss
stamps and labels for the Club's Forgery Reference Collection,
Any offers? Gifts will be gratefully accepted!



AMoraters WANTS & OFFERS

o 4 A s

Insertion of + w o 1lines in thio column io JEREE %0 Members, but 6d. in pogstage stampo

mst be enclosed 1o cover oata.ge for forwarding replies, The third znd every following

line will be charged at 1/~ in order to discourage "long" adver tisements., No more than

six lines will be accepited. Replico to Mamdbers! "Box Fo," are to be addrassed to the
"Helvetia Newo Letter", 111, Bushoy Road, Raynes Park, London,S,W,20

ZUMSTELY EUROPE CATALOGUE 1947, ns now, for ocle Offore over 10/~ (Member 107)
 OFFICIALS, the scarce 1938 set, with black cross overprint (84G4017-034),-comploto
unmounted mint, oatalogued £5.5 4 offcred at 48/~ by Member 26,

BAPPEN isowes of 1854-62, all thresdo, aven if in poor comhtion, wanted by Member 88

for plating ond resaarch purpoaeu. He iz prepuired to pay fair prlceu for
unwonted duplicated,

WAITS LIST® of all Swiss stompo executed within seven days, The Amnteur Collector Ltd,

_Stomp denlers, 11, Weotbury Road, Woodside Park, London, N,12 _ ,

OLYMPIC GAMES 1947, One block of four with plate control mumber,mint ot 15/)’.- ond one
First Doy Cover with St.Moritz postmork at 4/- for snle (Member 65)

- ™G JUVENTUTE collectlon 1913--1947, complete,fine used, First offer over £B necures,
A : {Member 133)

7 JUVENMUIE collection 1913-1947 practically completc 117 stomps, uwsed and mint,

in special illustrated spring-bask album (Swiss made,fine produc tion)
(Member 59) excollent condition. Album hap ampty pages for blocko atc, Priec £5,5.,0

CAWIUVAT ISSUES — Zurieh. 4 Rappoen {S4Ge%1) ,0a%110gued 2,200 fra by Zumstoin and
. : . .& 120 by Gibbons. Very fnir,though rother close cut copy.
1850 Rayon I, blue/rua with distincet Crose frame, o very fine
used copy of this rare stomp, cat, Zumotein 250 frg, Gibbong £45
,‘WGI‘L, “rdecived by’ tha Seeretary from = Member comp:e‘l«,d to dispose
them, The two otomps are cer‘hii‘lc':.ted by experts,including the.
: 'world wuthority Max Thier, Offered not the wery low pricc, of £15 and

£ 14,10 respectively before to be ructioned ot Haormers, Con be seen
on spproval, :

SCHWEIZER BRIEFMARKEN RUNDSCHAU, The Sceretary cnn nccept n limited number of
' uubscriphons for this intercoting monthly journal fronm Membere oble to rend
German, Ammel subscription 8/6 incl.postage,

7% L STAMPS, Member 75 w'mts all Swipo Hotel st'*..mps seopecially on cover,

membor 128 hac BWo ¢omplete sets of the NAPIONAL FETE stamps 1938 o 1947 (28 vnlugs)
for ssle. Mint 26/-, used 18/~ the set.

TIECHTENSTRIN, A small colleetion’ of roare -nd interesting covers, benring Auntrian

stamps of the 1918-20 poeriod with Liechtenstein postmarks ond qduitlonal
gtamps for sole, Will be send on .-PPI'OV&«]-. (Mmber 153)

TETE TECHE wanted by Member 108 ’ nlso sea-tc..nzmt, Will pay more thon catnlogue,

u.......—,q.a.—-...ﬁ'a'
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b GWIS 3 H@TE‘ POSTS |867-83 +

" T.hold one of the finest (though not compleie) stocks
of the stampq of these very gopular and 1n‘c°rec;t:mg

early posts. ar the advanced specialist I have some
rare  pieces and sheets,

%.¥,HURT (B.P.A.,A.P.S.) YARDLEY G¥3ION, TOWCESTER.
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The better grade stamps 433, Strand, - W
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P to Stanley Glbbons oatalo gue LN1-87
- (91 c*tamp ,

noo.
..‘/;.»gczrzl f,fz :



/ i - ‘ | | .
;;5// 4\ I have a few coples of the reprints of the excellent
& / study on "THE SILK THRBAD ISSURS OF SWITZBRLAND 1854-62"

bv the famous Swiss expert Dr.G.Kuisel (Trsmslated into
0 // English by the late Albert H, Harris) alse.

fé_°tudv on the 1882-19¢7 issues"by K.Strauss (in Bnglish)
.Both ayra well 111ugtrated and have Claq81f1cation Tables,

I can offer them to Wembers (as long as the stock lasts)
at Ls, 3d., each A RARE OPPORTUNITY TO ENLARGE YOUR KNOWLEDGH!
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NB W ISSUES CHRONICLE ~ « - .ByClifford Tucker

OLYMPLC 'JAMLS 1948 s&?.'

Mosn nembers will bwnow have received this set either through tke
Club's New Issues Service or from a dealer, Por those who like t5
add a detailled d@qcrlptlon on their album pages the following
cfficisal atscrlptlon issued by the Swiss P.7T,T, way be of interest,

The set consists ef fuur values: 5 e, green/yellow/brown, the
degign being described as "The Sun of St. Moritz", lOc. bro%n/bTue/

. grey, deploting a "Crystal of snow", 20c. carmine/yellow/grey
pPrt?aying.an Ice-hockey player, and 30c. dark blue/liyht~blu;/vre
snowing a Ski-runner, The size of the stauwps 1s 24 by 29 millimeters
the size of picture 21 by 26 mm. The Sc and 10c¢ were designed by ’
Alex Diggelmann of Zurich, the 29c¢ and 30c by Werner Weisk¥nig of
5t.Gall, The set is prmnted in rotary heliogravure by Imprimerie
Courvoisier S.A,,La Chaux-de-Fonds, Its validify for postal use
is from 15th January to 3lst December 1948, but the sale at Post
Offices ic restricted to one month, from 15th January to 14th

“ﬂébZO”fY 1648, If will be sold -as long as stocks lagt- until the
29th Tebrudr?y at the Philatelic Agenoy ¢f the P.T. T, at Berne.

The additional charges of Sc (in the case af the 5c.stamp) and
10 c.{in the case ¢f the other three values) will be paid by the
P,T,T, to the Managers of the Winter-Games in St. Moritz, to contri-
bute to the cost of that organisation, and any surplus will e
ceded to the Swiss Association ef Sport

During the Olympic Winter Games a special pest office was 1in
operation at St,Msritz Bad and a sub-office at the "Hotel du Lac" ~
both of which used a special postmark showing the five Olympiec "
Rings and bearing the 1nscriptmnﬂV01vmpische Wintersplele" beneath
the date panel,

No Olympic Games Miniature Sheet was iqsued I had a few
inquwrleo from members, wko apparently mistook a propaganda
leaflet printed in colour and showlng enlarged designs of the
stamps for a miniature sheet., This leaflet was distributed free
of charge by the publicity department e¢f the Swiss P,T.T. It had
of course, no postal validity. . ’

§§§§§§§§§§§§s§§§§§§§§‘9§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§5§§§§§§9§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§

SWITZERLAND MINT S,G. 405-413 25/, 415-422 30/-, 433 5-
466 5/-, PINE USED: 405-413 1/2, 415-422 9/6, 433 5/6 ::::::2
437 040 2/6 i6o 5/3. Most Pro Juventute Issues in stock.

-7 Y. WANTS LIST ATIENDED 10
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If you want SWLSS and LIECHTENBTEIN stamps, sets, covers,airmails,
Ty & vignettes,cancellatisns,varieties

write to Pr . BRIC S I NGER
29, Avercorn Place, Londen, N,W, 8

I. am always buyer frr Swigss classies,locse & on cover in finest
" condition enly,
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EDITORIAL

THANKS, THATTLL DO !

In quick succession the Swiss P,T.T. issued the usual National F8te set, .

the Pro Juventute 1947 set, the Railway Centenary se¢t, the Olympic

Games set, and now the Jubilee get, In March and April new colour
“changes of the current landscape series will replace the values of

5, 10, 20, 25, 30 and 40 C. (the new 25 C.has already made the beginnig

"--a new design). Reports from our correspondents foreshadow also new
™ surs for the Airmail and Postage Due stamps. In July a Miniature

et will be on gale on the occasion of the IMABA'Exh%bitlcn and later

\\:n/fhe year there will be the usual Natlonal Fete and Pro Juvéntute

gseries.

The sets issued so far arve well up to the usual high standard (though

some collectors may find one or two values c¢f the new Jubilee set too
modernistic in design) and the forthcoming series will undoubtedly be

ag finely produced as all modern Swiss stamps in the past.

But. there is a growl rg feeling that the Swiss P.T.T, should now cease
“for“a while to issuc more commémsratives ,and restirict their activities

to the. traditional apnual Juventute and Féte setg,which have always
been welcomed by collectors.

We certainly do not want to .see Switzerland imitating some of the _
other foreign countries pouring out new stamps almost week by week, So
far Switzerland was perhaps the only Buropean country which 4id not
speculate on philatelic enthusiasm and ‘did not put too great a strain
an, our pockets., We can only hope that the bad examnle of countries like - .
ium ¢r France -not to speak of some Eastern Buropean countries -
/. . not be fellowed, Unfortunately, it seems that the Swiss Government
e 3 discovered that stamp lssues can provide & convenient revenue to
e state soffers. Let us say to the Swiss P,T.T. ~ "thank you for the
lovelv gtqmps you prov1ded for cur album pages, but t at'll dOCOa.“

iRy

FIRST HELVETTA CLUB UTSPLAY IN IONDON

Cur Club has been invited by the London Stamp Fair Club to arrange a
Switzerland display at the Exhibition Centre,Leicester Squar yhondon,
W,C.2., The display will be on SATURDAY,APRIL 17, from 2 pm to 8 p.m,

We have received great assistance from Swiss organisations,especially
from the Swiss State Travel Bureau,and:spart from stamps,Postal History
exhibits and official publications wf the P,T,T.will be included, Ve
degire to make the display as representative as possible.Meuwbers are .
Invited to contribute sheets from their csllections and the Secretary
will be grateful for any suggestions. The Club will present three
prices to members who participate in the display. A1l exhibits will be
fully insured and displayed under transparent plastic covers,so that
they cannct be handled by visitors. Four members have'mlready-sent
exhibits,including a very fine Pro Juventute collectiom,kindly leoaned
by Mr.G,R.Hynd of Dundee, All members residing in the Greater Lendon
~area are invited te visit the exhibition,and Club officers will be very .
pPleased to meet new friends and renew 0ld acquaintances,
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By HANS E, GAUDARTD , g

Chief of Section, Swiss General Post Office
(Contimed) . ‘

On the 15 c» orange the gigantic masges of ithe Rhone glacier, cmbedded between the
Gerstenhorn and the Furka, drop clmost perpendicularly towards the sammer'resort of
Gleisch, - The yellow %o arange colour is the most difficult to use foi’ﬁha printing of
postage stamps, as it lecks- "body" and is not of groat cfchto Thereloro?the origina1 dic
had to be engraved to an almost cxcessive depth, Striving for greater cffect. and tranquillity
ity, the artist tried to sappress the loas important deta%ls, such as the Fgrkg road at R
the right of the glacier, At the left, tho Grimsel road with its numerous windings ascend-
ing the 1,300 feet to the aprupt slope of Maienwang was pub into better ovidence and a
powcrful supporting wall shows the master-plece of engineering construcition,

The 20 ¢ red has the Leventina with the Gotthard railway as wotif, It shows modern
progress at the service of tourism and ab grips with the corrices of nature, In the
Piauschina gorge botween Faide ond Giormico, the railway line ascends a slope of 980 feet
within o distance of hardly 10 miles by means of two helicold tummels, Here onc sces the
reil hanging almost at flank of the steep mountain with the windings of the Gotthard Road
peneath 1t along the Tessin river, Of all the landscapes of this series, this was the me=%
ifficult o reproduc @, vub 1t is alpo the mosy expressive, Commnication lines are the
roroiling subject. Cosequartly, details of the bridges, the rallwey likc and tle road

]

stand oub clearly, while those of the landscopo weore inmbentionally abitomasted, However,
the public 4id not accept this stamp very faveurable, The dic was redrawn, and finally
i% wag docided - in 1938 ~ %o replace the ploiure, - ‘
Tnig new 20c, otomp depicted San Salvaofiore, the lake an

charactaerize the

2 *he eclwrch of Cnstagnola, which
#

-

clasole aspect of the Bay of Lugnno, centre of Tessin tourism, The charm
of the lovely sunlit landscape is —in my opinion- exceedingly well rendered. (Incidentally,
vhitabeliote scon detected a "variety', caused by o flaw in the die, namely Yno cross on
the church spire”, The flaw wag soon corrected and the varichty is greatly sought for,)

The 25 c, brown shows one of the picturesque gorges Switgerland sbounds in, It is the
Vin Mala in the upper Bhine Valley, between Thusis and Zillis, and it belongs to the most
imposing and famcus gorges, A postal road of daring consiruction follcws the precipitous
¥lanks of the gorge, winding ils way several times from one side %o the other, high over the
foaming waters, Vertiginous rocky walls, which at some places nearly touch each other, give
ihip landscape & wild and overwhelming aspect. The reprodnciticn of such & motif in minia~
ture on a postage stamp caused the artist a great many difficuliics, Many cssays were made
hefore the final dcsign was chosen, How many of us have nolicod the two fir-trecs at: the
rikht, knocked down by some tempest? Just a small detail...bub 1t contribuics to expres
“he savage character of the gorge, and is one of the limilted menrns abt the disposal of the
ertist, by which to give this sort of composition tho real forn and significance, - -

On the 30 ¢ bluc we find the fall of the Rhine near Newhausen, undoubiedly the most power—
ful cataret in Burope, Its enormous masscs of watoer rush over a limestonc wall from a
height of 65 £1 in a width of about 575 £t, The summit of the limestone rock, which stretches
at the foob of the fall, offers an unparalleled vicw of ihis gorgceous spectnclie, Immediate-
1y above the fall, the railway bridge of the Winterthur-Schaffhausen line crosses the Rhing,
On the stamp, the artist has reproduced only the two main ports of the fall, ignoring the
three omaller ones for the sake of harmony. (EE: Te = ) o
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VS S WSS HOTEL POSTS 1867 -85 ==
i 7 I hold one of the finest (though not comwnlete) stocks of the stamps
I'of these very popular and interesting early vosts. For the advanced !
: speclalists L have some rare pieces and sheets, :
f E.F. HURT (B.P,A.,A.P.S8,) YARDIEY GOBIUN, TOWCRSTER t
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5 _ ,
./-"'!”'ff‘i/’ﬁ, the S<£’m€i‘€[8]"hyu: ZTMSTRIN "SIMPLIFIED" CATALOGUR

At last...We hope to distridute the Zumstein "Simplified" Catalogue
of Switzerland and Liechteinstein soon after Eagter. The import
licence was granted by the Board of Trade,and we received a messzage
from Megsrs.Zumstein & Cie,Berne, that they have despatcred the
catalogues. However,it will take some time until we get the packeage
from the Customs, Unfnrtunately, we still do not know the exact price
ag the invoice was packed with tke catalogues. The price should not
e much higher than 3/-, anyway not more than 3/6., All members who
booked the catalogue will receive 1t in strict rotation,and I hope
.that we will have a few to spare for late-comers, Incidentally, the .
M§implified" is not so ‘simplified., It contains,for instance,all t8te-
b&ehe  and sd-tenants and Miniature sheets (not 1isted by 8,G.),many
gemi~official alrmail stamps,a comprehensive list of the League of
Nations and I.L.0.,it differentiates the paver varieties and even
contains Telegraph stamps. It will e a welcome addition to our book-
shelf, - and an inexpensive one,

- ~;! { e Y > :4 “' ’ ‘
fiLE LAST THREE ! We have three Zumstein BUROPE 1948 Catglogues,
which we offer to members at the reduied price of 25/~ plus 1/~ Teg.
“ngtage, in order to close the account for thése catalogues, There will

‘”ftwno more of these ¢offered this year, and members who collect other
™ royean countries apart from Switzerland are advised to take this

e 3 .. (]
gpportunity. First come, first served.

e - , :
1‘ , RPOSTA GE, POSTAGE , postage.’ please! Many members write to me,
%é requesting advice, or even send stamps to be expertised:but do not send

From Gur Correspondents:

return postage. Please enclose a S.AE. or at least a 2&d stamp when
writing. The entrance fee of 2/— just covews stationecry; the annual
‘subsceription of 3/~ hardly covers the expenses for paper and duplicating
the "HELVETIA NEWS IETTER". The Club simply cannot pay postage for
inquiry letters; in fact I do it often from my own pocket. 50,please,
when you write next time, remember this reguest!

Herr Robert Hiirlimann, our Swiss Editor, reports that the Swiss

“svernment has asked the Swiss General Post Office to provide a net
S 5fit of 75,000,000 Swiss Francs from 1950 on, and to increase the

_esent net revenue of 25,000,000 Swiss Francs in the meantime. The

e

Swiss Parlisment is at present considering a Reform Bill of the

State Finances, in order tn consolidate the situation created by the
enormous expenditure on defence during the last war., Revenue fron

the Post Cffice is suvmosed to provide part of the state inceme during
the next ten years, Little wonder that Swiss philatelists are rather
worried that a nrogram of subsequent commemorative lssues and suek like
may re devised o secure this revenue, There are already scme distur-
bing signs, for instarce the announcewsnt that frow row on collectors’
can apply to any post offiee for entire sheets of gtemps to be cancelled
to order, or may ask that letters net bearing sm address should heve
stamps stuck on them cancelled over the c§uﬁﬁ92jg‘ﬁ§ou?;3pe &gﬁter

hed eve sted., An avs e of special .. o, Bostmarke
gglggllggiogg.t ?WeAEazeaiigzgd girggigépaint under %ﬁdﬁ%g%igf§?ng dowm

VARIETIES ¢F THE JUBILERE ISshe

following varietic ‘ our Be 0
the B and T of n%eztgf;?hf 5¢C. greeg?ghgggr%sEindagztgegoggsbggge@n
vetia) on the 25t qt"ln- (19tx stamp); colour spot in Kp(of Hel -
(H.Eidenbenz) on thé ;mp in sheet ¢ 37, __ 10 C.‘ﬁo name of designéer
in the left-hand ro1l Oth stamps of sheet B 11 -- 30 C. White spot
POt in the right-nang enilC TiTSt stamp im sheet B 111; similar

| ..“—’and roll on the firgt g&aﬁp"in shéetjD 111?
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We have distributed sets from each of the mcntioned sheets in the New
Issue Service, lembers should therefore éxamine stamps which they

received from the Club,and at least some should find the varieties.

LUGANO SEMI-OFFICIAL AIR FORGERIES, Our correspondents in Berne and
Geneva report that several forgieries of the Lugano semi-official air mail
stamp (25 C., green/red/grey, Zumstein No.IX) have made their appearance in
Switzerland, It appears that they were produced in the United States.

The forgeries can be reccgnised by the rather crude printing of the dotted
background. The Lugano stamp is the most valuable of all Swiss semi-
official gir stamps. It is catalogues by Zumstein at 350 frs. mint and
175 frs. used. o - , o

TEN STAMPS OF 10 C,CUREENT | Not less than ten different stamps of
the 10 €. denomination ‘are at the mement ourrert, or valid, Four are from
the Landscape set, namely Zumstein No,203 (violett), No.242 (redbrown,on
both smuoth and ribbed paper), No,257 (brownred) and the new colour-charge
in bluegreen, then the two Mobile Pust Cffice stamps, No.210 and 276
(redrawn), the Pro Juventute 1947, the Railway Centenary, the Olympioc
Games and finally the mew Jubilee 10 C, Never before were so many stamps
of similar face value valid concurrently.

Fram the Exchange Packet Supt.

Packets No.8, 7, 8 and 9 are at present in circulation, and twe mere
are ready for circuits and will ke sent out after Baster. My appeal t¢™
members for more contributiunsmet with yuite goed response and we have now
more materisl navailable than ever before, All members whe joined the Club
btefore March lst should have received at least one packet by rnow. Please,
keep up the good work and let me have as many booklets as you can manage,
I am pleased to report that there has not been -a single case of dishonesty,
but some members are being a little casual in cheoking for empty spaces
and in adding up their totals. - C,Tucker,Hon.Packet Supt,

DDA our GRop? VISIT TO THE BASIE BXHIBITION N
We rad letters from the Swiss State Travel Burcau and the Continental

fffice of the Soutkhern Railway re our proposed group visit to the Intern.

Stamp Bxhibition at Basle frem August 21lst to August 29th 1948, To get

reduced fares it will be nec: 3.ry that at Least 20 members join the group. -
~ A detailed itinerary is being at present prepared for us by the Swiss

Trevsl. Buvegau and we will supply wore information as regards hotel prices
- ad wogremmé  in the April issue of the "Helvetia News Letter". ;

VMEMBRRS WHC b@LLECTfFRANQEifAUSTRIA AND LIECHTENSTBIN will be well

sdvised to join the following specialised clubs, which are efficiently
run and with whom we have friendly relations: ,
Franece & Colonies Olub, (Secretary,T,South Mack),Haddiscoe,nr.Norwich
Austrian Stamp Club (Secretary, Major C.Cowie§O,B.E., Cheriton Place,

_ . - e Folkestone, Kent, ‘ -
Liechtenstein Study Circle (Secretary,J.Beken 30 ,Lingwood Gardens; .

_Isleworth, Middlesex.

vl ot

-NQW‘ISSEES; uA'detéiled description“of‘the Jubilee set isgued on
February 27 appeared in the special edition of the Helvetia News Letter
of Feb,10. Members who desire it for writing-up purposes shall ask for
a free copy (Postage 14.) ' ,

MBMBERS WANTS & OFFERS, Because of pressure of space we have to hold

over this column until April, Insertions (free of charge up to 2 lines,
third grd every following Line 1/- eaeh) must be received by April 5th
for our rext issue, which will have 6 pages. ' '
& 88: 8888 B8l 8 8o 8o e Sl S e B Be8e S S Be S & 8o BeBe G Bodebode 8 8ele 8o 8o S & Be&e 8ede %% B fe Se 8 &8 LB S S Beebe e

FOR SPECIALISED SRIECTIONS OF STAMPS (priced singly) OF

AUSTRALIA .~ BELGIUM -~ CZBCHOSUOVAKIA -~ EIRE .~ FRANCE
| . HOLLANB -~ RUSSIA and SWI TZBRILAND
g write to G.£.COOKE “"Friarmere", Pulwood, PPEST@N,LanCS.
Se8oBo 8B e BB BB BB 8o 8o b Be e e B S oo 8o Be e Be BB Be e 8o e e ol Bl S e e oo o 8% it
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OUR EXCHA /\/Gf; P CKET

This time we shall discuss - instead of a vhilatelic or argument-
ative subjecet -~ the down~to-earth topis of buying and selling members'
duplicates throsugh the Exchange Packet. To many members in the provinces
~who yincidentally,represent the majority of our membership,and among whom

~s gome of the keenest supporters of the Club -~ the Bxchange Packet is a
¢y important link and often the main opportunity to pursue their hobby.
4 me say at once that we are well aware of the fact that the Exchange
"Packet Branch could be greatly improved,and that packets should be more
frequent and of better quality. However, all this rests with the members,
Although scme of our friends are doing their best to "feed" the packets,
meny others observe an entirely passive attitude, waiting for others to
contribute sufficient good material, Obviously, beginner and medium
cpllectors, who have not enoug gh duplieates to contribute regularly,cannot
be blameé. But, at least, they should stop grumbling, They must not over-
look -the- faGV‘thaﬁ our 6lub is 54111 yotng and that it will “take “time until
all its services function to full satisfaction. Not prumbllngkbut real
co~operation is 'the only remedy.

Limitation of the packet oeontenis o Sw1ss stamps only obviously
imposes barriers both as regards frequency and quantity, barriers from
which "ordinary" Exchange Clubs dc not suffer. This brings me to a very
important problem,which has been raised by wany members: SHOULD BOOKLETS
o~ 1 OTHBR THAN SWISS STAMPS BR ADMITIED? Many memwbers,who are either

.7 ,ral oeollectors or collest other countries in addition to Switzerland,
wwy that this weuld help them to get rid of unwanted duplicates or even
entire collections of eountries which they decided to give up,and would
make the Paeckets wmore interesting. Clifford Tucker (who,by the way,may be
soon compelled to relinguish his difficult and thankless job of Packet
Superintendent owing to overwork in his profession),closed cne eve now and
then and accepted booklets with foreign stamps to eomply with members'
request, The questlon we now put to members is whether this shall be the
rale in future. SureTV,lf this is done,more snd larger packets will be
possikle. On the other hand the 1ndlv1dualloy of the Club may somehow suffer,
The expan51on would be,however,limited +to the packets rnly. We do NOT
propose to extend either the News Letter or cther servioces to any other
Tields than Switze rland. Bven so Swiss material must and will remain the
backbone >f the EBxchange Packets, Any other stamps,foreign »r colonial
would have to be entered in separate booklets,

I appeal to members to consider this. problem carefully and to write

to me without delay &) whether thev want such an cxtension of the Packet

b) which countries they would 1like to see included.

Such a "vballot would give ug at this end the direction required,
It's up @ you whether and how soon improvements can be carried out!

I Q%pe tn@§ every memoep Wlll heve to say something on this 1mpartant
matter,

e R S
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1936 = 1941
By TANS E, GAUDAR-D |
( Chief of Section, Swiss General Post Office /PTW/)

(Contimed)

The 35 O, yellew gimen depicts the gorge of Lobisei, near Balsthal, This is one
¢f those typical transversal wvalleys of the Jura, through which the waters have ’
Forced thelyr course, On a high limestone ¢liff the ruins of the castle of Neu~Falken—
sbelin overlook the chapel anl the hamlet of Sankt Wolfgang, The white rocks of the ~
Jura sre out-here by & narrowp pass, by which the postal road leads from Balsthal to
Maemitswil, end farther over Pagswgng :-.into the Birse wvalley, IS was a grateful task
Tor o master of engraving to imitate with his skilfull hand this abundance of forms
ond. queer shapes hanglng like goblins on the precipices, By deep engraving the sharp
onteurs are clearly marked and the lend the picture strong vitality, The rocks of

. foreground prove a great skill and one feels that the artist has put all his
4 Into this worl, . . . -

iy

The 40 C, groy ~now re-lssued in the new blue colour, shows the little lgke of

v, which nestles in the Saentis massif, It is one of the small alpine lakes in -
Switzerland abounds, In spite of the lmmense aprupb rocks, the landscape breathes
reathes a pecullarly idyllic and chamming atmosphere, ; Py
Cuvicosly, the artist waniced to render this aspect and character by light cngroen ay’
4 cleverly avoids aceentuating certain motifs, In this regard, the stamp forms an
csting contrast to the 35 C, The countryside deprived of all artificial ornament
g comploic and exprosgsive., Small, unimportant details have been dropped, ,,
¢ is & harmonious solution and happy combination of light and shadow, Incidentally,
rs are people, who pretend to discover easily in the form of the huge central rock
“he face of a man with a bushy moustache, With same imagination this can be, indeed,
c3%ccted, on the stamp, Everyone will agree thet the mmmner of representing the
Scentis summit in the background is superb engraving, *

o)

Since 1908 "Helvetia with Sword* figured on the stamps of higher values up to-1-Fr,
It was decided that this motif has to disappear as well on Jamuary 15th,1941, The PTT
srzamised a competition among Swiss artists that should have brought forth ideas for ‘
new symbolic comceptions. The subjects of Helvetia, Tell and his boy having been used so
many times in different forms and for several series of postage stamps, 1t was suggested
that the artists shou.],_d endeavour to adopt other symbols, However, the results of the
competitions did not xulfill the hopes, It became aprarent that all the motifs chosen,
such ag the Tell apple, & cross-bow, & halberd and others were not suiteble to serve as
wotifs of postage stamps. Thus the idea rose of consulting the masterpieces of famous .
Swiss painters and sculpbors of the past and of reproducing some of thesc on the nev -
stampe, ‘Paintings of Ferdinond Hodler {1853-1918), Nicolas Mamel Deutsch {1484-1530)
and others were finally used for the creation of the "Histor ical set" of the 50, 60,
Y0, 80 and 90 C, and the 1, 1.2Q %, 10 and 2 Francs values,

( We shall described the designs of this set in one of the next issues of the
"News Letter" and follow it up by those of the three large Francs values)

. e e . wm et e e

: f‘%gB'péEVVS Thirty seven new members joined the Club during the four
L Wby A weeks from Mardh 15th to April 14th. Althiugh the influx
hag slowed up a little,new applications are coming in almost dailly,
“are-preased te repsri-that Dr.K.Strausgs,the dental gurgeon and well-
nown expert was among the new members. Dr.Straggs is noted for his
carch work on ths Standing Helvetla issues 1882-19c7 and known %o
v members through his excellent pamphlet,whick we distributed. We
"gl.ad to repnrt that he promised te¢ assist in cccasional expertising
=n prominent Swiss philatelists cconsult him regularly! Another
dlstinguished new momber is Mr,Harold G,D.Gisburn,the_phllatgl%o auther
srd Associate Bditor ¢f the American "Weekly Philatelic Gossip .He will
Lo pleased to meet members at the IMABA,which he is vigiting, We alse
extend sur welceme to Mr.H,C.L.Muston,chairman o¢f the Ilford Philat,
Society, and Mr,J.Thomas Langley, President of the Sidmguth Philatelic
! Society and late hon, Secretary of the Torquay P.S. andlall others.
i Cur congratulations to member H,B,Cole, on his election’as hon.Secretar
I of the London Swiss Philatelic Society. :

OUR POSTAGR APPRAL, The response was very genezous; all members
writing to the Secretary hage been encleging stamps and even S.AWE;s.
Many thanks for the friendly gesture, which greatly helps the Club's
financeg,
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from The Secretary |
a{ﬁ@gimsmalw DICTIONARY, I have been fdrtunate In securing a few copies of
the.Dictlonary of Philatelic Terms,published by Zumstein and containing
waxe. than 9CO  terms in Germen, French, Dutch, Danish, Swedlsh and Norweglen
ag@:ﬁhai?iENGLISH translations. For all those who use the Zumstein cata -
19gres (Simplified,specialised or Burope) or any catalogues and handbooks
In one of the languages mentioned, thig dictionary is a gofcend, It is only
a+little booklet, but well worth +he 1/9 %plus 1d.postags).Order quickly
te avold disapvointment.
, "OTHER PUBLICATIONS. The Zumstein Simplified Swiss & Liechtenstein Cat,
-QBS;Bd.plus 14d postage),which most members received from the Clwd last ‘
monsh, is temporarily sold out, We are expecting a few more copies and new |
mempers should book at onge, We have a few more Zumstein Europe 1948 cat.
at 25/~ (plus l/f postage) and a few leaflets for svecialists (Kuisel's
"Silk Threads" and Strauss' "Helvetia 1882-1907" at 1/3 (plus 14 postage).
There will be no more of these,once our small stock 1s exhausted,

fol .  BAREE'S ATLBUM WEERS -~ SWITZERLAND SECTION HEPRINT,

hﬁaﬂ The Secretary delved deeply into his pocket and acquired thls famous
" "'standard work at a recent auctlon. Not only is 1t a blece of luck to

- pick up the books,which have been out of print for many yeavs, but the

_/price now asked for them is beyond the pockets of most collectors,

@3 ~As most of you know 1t containsg the result of lifelong research work on

'lgﬁﬁ-forgeries by the Rev,R,B.EBarée and Baron A.de Reuterskigld. We have now

_&&k,ask@i Mcgsra,Stanley Gibbons (who originally published the two volumes)

‘ ;v.for the permission to reprint the Swiss section,which contains all that

et 18 worth kn~'s" . on the forgeries of Swiliss early issuwes, It 1s proposed

il to offer the reprint to mombers in four monthly instelments (typographed)

“§Y' &t 3/- cach. But this can only be done if suffievlent subscriptions are
i

H secured, Memters,who dont want to miss this unique opportunity,should
ﬁl sond-"priority orders™ new to get the Tamous work reprinted at such
i cheap price, i

- BEPOSTTS FOR NEW ISSUES AND LITERATURE, Most members have current
-accounts with the Club, having sent deposits. May I ask others who have not
done so to follow sult? A deposit of let's say 10/- wont hurt anyone,and

it gaves a lot of clerical work in making out invoices and roccelpts at every
occasion of trifling orders, I am swre that most of you wont min? not having
the payment of two bob duly confirmed,if you got the goods all right.It's ‘
credited to your account, and you receive a statement once your deposit is
ex¥ rwusted. It will also save you the trouble of buying P.0.s every +time

yow want something,

MARKET PRICRS AND CATALOGUE QUOTATIONS. How very much outdated are the

price - quotations in the Stanley Gibbons catalogue 1947,Part II, as regards

.Swlss stamps, can be seen not only in every dealer's window, but also at
euctions. At one of the recent West Bnd auctions a Swiss collection, total
¥ 48, fetched £ 52.10,although normally auction bids are well below the
catalogue value. The NABA 1934 miniature sheez (priced by Gibbons,No. 356/9
on page 709 at 40/-) is selling at more than double cat.value. Air mail
stemps are fetching"full cat",and the same applies to most of the MINT

- Pro Juventute sets, some of the earlier ones being definitely scarce in
this country. Many dealers tell me that thev are unable to make up
complete collections of Pro Juventute (the present price for a 1913-1947

—gollection is around £8) because they are short of the 1915 to 1924 sets

' and 1t also appears that the 1929,1931 and 1939 are getting very elusive

" even in Switgerland, both mint and used. Most Miniaturc sheets have practl.-
cally disappeared from dealers' stocks and are Ffetching more than deduble
Zumsteln prices in our money. Incidentally, member H,W.W,of Rickmansworth,
a schoolmaster,who took a school party to Switzerland at Easter, tells me

. that British Colonial stamps are being sold there under face, He could have

~tought any amount of the Pound values of Bahamas,Bermuda,Cyprus,Gibraltar,
Sierra Leone,Virgins etc, at 12 to 14 frs each,whilst the official rate is
17.50 frs to the Pound.Little wonder than we are offered 10 frs for the

- Silver Weddin§ Pound and that Swiss new issues have t0°%aid at fantastic

. priceg,The Swiss franc has definitely become Europe's "dollar'....,
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ﬁ$§ FIRST LONDON CLUB DISPLAY ~~ and a “"LONDON GROUP" plan,
Pttt

l

|

kf N L R T R I R
;b -

b On the invitatisen of the London Stamp Fair Club, a display of cur
Club took place on April 17th at. the Bxhibition Centre¢,Leicester Sq.,W.C.1l.
It was a big success and some 200 people thronged the hall between 2 and
8 p.w. Among members who entered sheets were Mr,M,Neville (with a wmagnifi-
cent selection of the U.P.U.Jubilee 1900 varieties), Mr,H,E.Cole (finely
written-up Air Mails,O0fficials and League of Nations) ,Mr,.G,R,.Hynd ,Dundee,
(Pro Juventute,with elaborate description of the historical backgrownd),
Mr,R.L.Mayston (Writing-up as it should be) Mr,C.Tucker (Soldiers stamps
and Hotel Posts), Mr.E.H,Spiro (Semi-official air mails and First flights),
Mr.A.R.Wilkinson (Silk Threads highly specialised) and several others,
displaying & fine array e~f Natlonal Féte and commemorative stamps, Tell
and Helvetla igsues ate, {Mree maps of Switzerland,flanked by the flags
of all cantons, and hmounted "geographically" will all stamps éepilcting
Swiss coats of arms,nationsl constumes and famous buildings end scenes,
provided a special magnet for youthful visitors. The Secretary had great
pleasure in meeting many members. He remembers of having seen Mrs.Rawnsley,
Mr.and Mrs ., Bverson,Mr,and Mrs Cole, Lt.Colonel Drake-Brockman,Dr,Strauss,
Mr.Mayston and daughter Maureen Erica (a young and ardent colleotor),
Messrs,Neville ,A11itt,Nopps,Stratton,Dewev,Wheatley,Muston,Jehnson (thanks
for all the assistance!) Willmot+t,Welb,Renton,Lambert,Cutler and many
others (Humble apologies for meny omissionsin this short list!)
Unfortunately,owing to the hurly-burly of the "Fair" (at which a score of
dealers displayed their waresg,the Secretary and Clifford Tucker (who ¢ 1d
attend for a short while only) were unable to have a real "get-—together"
with the meubers, but a very interesting suggestion emanates from the talkse,
I+t was the proposal of creating a "LONDON GRCUP" which would be semi -
autonomous and would arrange its own monthly meetings,talks,displays and
hvourges, 1f sufficient members in the Greater London area support this
idea, an inaugurating meeting would be arranged in June. The Secretary will
be pleased to have comments on the proposal from sll London members,

_ We should.like to put on record our thanks to the Swiss Federal Rall -
ways and Swiss State Travel Bureau,London Agency,and its manager, Mr H.0.
EBrnst, for the great assistance on the occasion of the display. Ve reccived
a large number of well nroduced leaflets and vosters,which greatly enlive-
ned the shew. ‘ : : ‘ :

The Secretary received the following letter fiom our hosts,the London
Stamp Fair Club:" I have been asked by my Cowmittee to thank you very much
for the extremely fine exhibition you gave on Saturday. I hope that we may
oall on you again in the future to give another display,and once again

tender sincere thanks for the ?witzér and exhibition,which was greatly
appreciated by all". Yrs.etc. (Signed) D.J.Hume, Secretary.

NEW 1SSUE SERVICE

We hawe now the new set of Landsoape colour changes, 5 C.brown,l10 C.
green,20 C,red-brown, 25 C.red (new dosign),30 C.blue-green and 40 C.blue.
We did not send 1t out to New Issue Service subscribers in the ordinary -
way,because most of them want only the ocommemoratives and special issues,
Unfortunately,the price of the mint set of 6 has little relatlion to the
faoe value:we have to charge 3s,3d.for it. Anyway,Strand dealers sell it
for 3/9 to é/— (as one can notice in the windows of Messrs Stanley Gidbons

ngfields) T

or W 1ds) Those members who want a single set or blocksg of four
?pro rata) should send their orders now. Quote Is-very small indeed!
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SWITZERLANI RARLY ISSUES including some rare Cantonals
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in steck.
Sneci¢ ] fer: Pcstage Due 1883,5c.blue/green,mint black of four
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= SWISS HOTEL POSTS 1867 -85 =%
" I hold one of the finest (though not complete) stocks of the stamps

of thege very popular and interesting early vposts., For the advanced

specialists I have some rare pileces and sheets. | '

BE. P, HUR T (B.P.A.,A.P.5.) YARDLEY GOBIGN, TIWCESTHR
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B FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS

AIR MATLS IN NEW COLOURS, Our Bernme Correspondent reports that most of
of the current air mail values will be soon issued in changed colours,The
change was actually planned to take place immediately following the increast
of the postal rates on March lst., However, the PTT Printing Works are so
overworked with the ‘production of the new postage stamps and the prepara-
tion of some of the forthcoming commemoratives that no delivery dates could
be . fixed. The new airmails will appear by and by’during the summer,the
first to be, the 50 C.

NATIONAL FETW SRT QN JUNE 15th.- This yvear's commemorative set for the
National FeEte (Bundeqfeier) will,as usual,consist of 4 values, but the
colours are.to be different from those of previous years, Although the
‘stampe are due to be 1g8t8d on June 15%h, the desxgn has not- vet ‘been-

disclosed. .
IMAAA MTNIATURE SH&ET - The PTT will 1qsue a ‘Miniature ‘sheet on the

occasion of the Intern.Stamp Bxhibition at Basle in August. The main motif
will be a stamp (of so far undisclosed value) similar to the 5 C. stamp
of +he Jubilee set 1948, depicting the head of Rudolf Wettstein, burgo-

master of Basle in 1648 and one of the leaders of the Swiss fight for
;1ndepenéenoe after the 30-year-war, The design of the miniature sheet,

which is the work of Herr Hermann Eidenbenz,a noted Basle artist,has not
yet been réleased by the PTT,but our Basle correspondent says that the .
sheetw will consist of two more small stamps In the Landscape type, thu
resewbling the NABA (or rather the AARAU sheet),.It is sald that it will
cost 2 Francs and sold to visitors at the Exhibltlon,where - gpecial
cancellation will be applied, Collectors of miniature sheet should order
the sueet now, as it is very doubtful whether we will receive a sufficient
quota to distribute it generally through the New Isgsue - Service, .
MORE JUBILEE VARIBTIES.~ Our Zurich corregspondent reports the discovery
of the following further varieties: 10 C grey (Castle of Neuchatel) with
—mispltaced—background; —the—waltl stonesandt—trees atthe teft reachins—into
the white marging a constant variety in sheet B 11 of the 5 C.,green (16tn
“stamp) second B in Helvetia with double bar; in sheet B 11 of the 20 C,red
(21st stamp) bgéken vertical line in the first E of Helvetia. We have
supplied members new issues from these sheets, so good huntingi
Incidentally,member H.B.Parker of Southport reading our "warning in the
last News Letter,went to work,and reports that he found on the first day
cover of the Jubilee set,which he yot from the Club, the "bent scroll"
variety,of the 30 C. bluwe, He made a Little sketch v :
of 1t. Here it is. Our Berne correspondent tells us
that 1t is a "rare variety".As soon as it was dis-
covered the faulty cyinder was replaced., It just
shows that we gend out the stamps as they come &nd
do not "pilck out" varieties,

DOUBLE IMPRESSIONS, - Jur Basle correspondpnt reports the discovery of
two new double im pressions concerning tho 20 C. San Salwadore (Zum.215y,
' 8,G.3750) and the 50 C.Air wail (Zum.29,S,G. 7) In the first case it
‘occurs on.shect N l,(ZJ,ststamp),thn mounﬁaln;massif shows. double econtures
the 20 and HELVETIA also appear_with double outlines,which look like
~shadows. In the cagse of the air stamp (sheet N 2, 33rd stamp) the double
impression is easily recognizable by the double oute“lines of the builaings
gnd clouds; also in "Le Leman" in the left lower corner

SLOGAN CATALOGUB, - The P,T.T. has just published an off cial catalopue
or all Swiss postwark slogans,which were first used in 1911, Therc are,

of course, thousands of collectors interested in these and they will
welcome the finely produced and profusely illustrated book. It lists 427
different slogans,classified in five categories:A) Mute designs, B) Postal
Service Propaganda, ()Tourism Propaganda,D) Speclal Town Posgtmarks,and
B) Commcmorative Postmarks. An excellent handbook at the low vrice of

2= frs....but we cannot supply 1it, because we haven't got the francs

vay for wawe thaa onc oopy,wnloh we shail 01voula,e,fol‘members perusal
tbrouyh th@'&xchange Packet Branch., ‘ e '
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OLYMPIC GAMES VARIETY. Another variety is reported by mewmber C,A.Smale
of Worthwich., It is a distinct white spot above the 1 in the valwe figare

of %he c,jlb C stamp. It appears on the 8th stamp in the sheet,of which the
-control 1s not known, - In01denta11g the Glvmpio ast is now being sold in
London shops at 3/9 and F,D,C.s with the special St.Moritea postmark at 5}
We praicted a quick rise! The Jubilee F.D,C.s are also on the upgrade,
gEEAT BRITAIN OLYMPIC SET SPRCIAL COVRBRS, By courtesy of the B.P.A, we

can supply members with specially designed two-colour First Day Envelopes
for +he Britigh Olympia stamps. Size 5"x 74",good paper. Price 94 for

six (uialmuﬁ§ plus postage. They will be available at the end of June,

and may ve welcomed by those who want to address F,D,C,to themselves or
fr Lﬂdmo The stemps will be available at any large post office,

‘é Insertion of 2 lines is FRBR, but
f}i‘{;{;“{{/%v’f <«WA?\ {¢ OFFERS» 6d in postagtre stamps must ve send

. TRt R AT AR T L PAT AN ATAYa $0 cover postage for- forwarding replie
yﬁgggg. 1918 Cfficials, Perforated Officials 1935/37 onamd ~ff cover
and TLeague of Nations etc.overprints. Member 72

WANTED "Grosses Handbuch der Post Wertzeichen der Schweiz" (Large
“ondbook published by Zumstein in 1924) Good price offered.Member 117

Bxchange with British collectors wantoed by William Hosford Vestrini,
Rosignano Alto,Livorno,Italy. Offer Italy mint & used,San Mariamo,Vatican,

T LUMSTBIN Burope 1947 catalogue,as new for sale ,10/~ (and postage)
sesaner 200, through the Secretarv.

POSTE LCCATE, Zum.14/1,5.G.3, a maegnificent pair,used,one corner
has slight repair,wide margins. Cat 45 frs. B.P.A. certificate For
sale, best offer over & 12 secures, (Member 27)

Officials 1938 with crogs overprint, complnte mint,unmounted set
for sale, 60/- (Member 128)

OMI -OFFICIAL AIR STAMES (Flight Meeti 3 etc) for sale,would be sent
ZPOT6VAL to serious collectors.(Member J39)

ﬁ§ﬁ*z‘a§%§7§7§%§%§%§%§%§b§w§%§%§%§%§b§%§%§%§%§ﬂ§%§%§%§%§%§%§%§%§%§%§%§%
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% FOR SPRCIALISED SELBCTICNS OF STAMPS (priced singly) OF
% AUSTRALIA - EELGIUM -~ CZECHOBLGVAKIA - BIRE -~ FRANCE
3 " HOLLAND - RUSSIA —and SWITZERLAND

g write %o G.E.CODKE "Friarmere" ,Fulwood, PREST QN, Lancs., &
BRI GRS AT &/&z&d&%&%&i&%&¢&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&7&%&d&4&%&4&%

WAEA'“XHIBIT %7 We have now reeeived various literature from

the O“ganioexs of tho Inturnational Stanp Exhibition in Basle,which
takes place from August 21st to 29th, It looks as if it will be one of -
the bigegest stamp exhibitions this side of the Atlantic. The exhibition
spane of about 3,000 square yards has already proved too small, and the
selection of entries has been greatly tightened up. Bnatries have been
received fTrom 3¢ countries,including

‘io4ta a few from Britain and the Bmpilre, With the Secretarv's
Among the 22 jurors,are two Britons, Compliments!

Sir Jonid ZVIFO;? iKzelgi:(fO}g +the King's ,TJLuuuu 0SSR TS0 IRy
S U‘]lﬂpu arL Vi® L . e L P . G

‘1" .y

The proposed group visit of our members i i
a7 LeEvéE S0 be-abvahdoned. Because too few " "

members hass come forward, we cannot apply " it
for the grant of reduced fares and other n
facilities. We hope,however,to get certain |
facilities at the the Bxhibition gnd reduc-— n "
tions at Basle hotels for members who will " "
be gozng under their own steam, The Secretarys "

hopes to meet many members at Basle and will ! "
indicate his own gimetable there in one of " - "
the next News Letters. e g
VM et i ows e P P o i o S (o o et T ——— " {7o {1 g (T oYoih W W ol il O o A W n l.
STOP P {ESS Messrs,Zunstein & Cie inform us | . "
“hat tne SPRCTIAL CATALOGURE CF SWITZERLAND 4 ::
7111l be published in July.Price about 18/"' lllunu A

immeﬁjace booking nucessary..,

it
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o.G - Edited by Edward H.Spiro ' JUIE 1948

OrR EICHANGE PACKET -~ THE "AYRSY HAVE IT |
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110" which I suggested in order to_decide whether foreign
X ould in fubure be accepted for the Bxchange Packet Branch
regulted in a large vote in favour of the inclusion of at least some
of the Huropean countries. Most members siressed that the individual -
ity of ocur Club as regards the collecting of S wis s stamps should
be @se Y, and I readily comfess that I was prepared from the ver

to fight tooth and nail for this. Although we shall ig
extend our Kxchange Branch to include a fair proportion of
1r3%¢ booklets containing European issues and ,perhaps,occagionally
__“vookict with beiter class British Colonials (just to. please a small
. minowity who pleaded for it), all other activities of our €lub == '
such as the "News Letter", the New Issue Service, olub displays,
the supply of cataleogues and other publications, expertising etc, e
will rewain strictly limited to the S wdi s s fleld only,

For those statistically minded here are a few figures of the ballot.
Roughly 60 per cent of members "voted"., Of these,73% (or 58.4% of the
total wowcersnlp) voted in favour of inclusion of the stamps of the
foilowing countries; in_this oxdexr: Prance, Belgium, Scandinavian.
countries (Fenmark,Sweden,Norway), Germany, Netherlands,Austria,
Poland, Baltic countries (Latvia,Estonia,Lithuania),luxembourg, '
Thexe were also quite a few votes for the U.S.A. Significansiy,only

“very few members want to include those countries

. . \ g NEW SWISS
wnich have an infamous record as regards issuing %‘ ISSUES
~ gultitude of stamps during the post-war rericd ‘% e

_ .= 3 2s Hungery or Rumania. There seems,also,to tg see Page 3

' no interest whatever for Spain;Poritugal or the
—prench Colonies, Sixteen per-cent (or 12.8% of the
total membership) firmly refused dnoclneicn of any other but Swiss
issues, a vaiisnt minority,which,however,will have to accept the
democratic verdict! They can be assured that the Club officers will
"do their best to preserve the Swiss character of the Exchange Packet
by limfting other eniries to not more than about a quarter of ﬁhe total
romber of tooklets in each packet. Eleven per-cent of those whg wrote .
to us were undecided,and if we add to their numberrthgse w%o did not \
take part in the ballot,the number of the "dont cares" eor Qont knows"
is 28.8 % of our memwbership. Thus the "Ayes" have 1t,in any case, and
we now appsal to those members who, altboggh unable at the moment to
contribute Swiss material, are in a position to enter other foreign_
stamps, to do so, keeping in mind tha? stamps of the countries. mentlov.
ed abeve have the best chance of finding members interest, .
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CSWISS HOTEL POSTS

# 2
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s Ora O

ndividudl designe: Bela{p, Madevanerthal, Kurorit
y Rigi-~Kalitbad Rigl-~Kulim Rigi~Scheidecok,
snd Rigi-84%affel, Muyof these hod been rumning & privabe postel service
before ihoy employed edhcoive stumps, These services, though due to privabe entérorise,
woro officlally wccognlsod, and an intogral part of the Swiss postal fssilities,

1

wle

hotels wore mach favorred by bourlots, either ag sommor resoris or conires
for winlor sporis. The reason for the nscessliy of suwch services will bte readlly

appraciatad when it ig weslised thab, at the perlod mentlonsd, the Swiss Covernmand

rosts offered no facilities, nolb even an office for the sale of Federal stomps, at these’
hotele, nor —vwhere such oxistod- for the small communities clusiored round these-resortis.

1
A glarce ot a map will show that these holels were very isolated in thosé days, The *
nearest posi~offices wore, respectivelys for the Belalp Hotel at Brig; f£or Mederaner—
thal at fmsteg; Tor Kurest Stoss ab Brunnen: for Rigl Kalibad at Waggls, for Rigl-Kulm
8% Inesenacht; for Rigl~Scheldeck at Corgsaw, Today werars accustomed 1o travel ab ease
ty mountain railways to these resorts, md find there installed a2ll the facilities’
offared by the excellent Swisg postal services, DBut the railway to the Rigl was nob
openad wunbil 1871, nor that o the Kulm'unilil 1873, and it wad not uniil such facilities _
egxistod - In some cagen not wnitil 1884 ~ that the Swiss P,7,7, officces were opened ¢
postal egervices on the rail cars and motor vehicles provided, S

The only means therefore whereby lebters could e sent or received by the guests of
trose hotels was by means of a hotel servant ("Botengacnger") and the distances down
the mountains might be smything up to 8 or 10 miles, Fow, wiile a tip Yo the mossenger
might bave satisficd Lilm, 1% is obvious that his journcy was time taken out of that for
which he was paid by the proprictor, so that it was only rcasonable that tho hotel
managomonts should have made & charge for carrying the letter. The charge was usually
5 Rappen {Centimes), but on some occasions as much as 15 Rappen, Tho reason for the
introdustion of adhcsive stamps wos o matter of facility of cccountancy, to obviate the
messengn? pocketing the charge or’to do away with the necessity of entering these small
amotnts on the guestts hotel-bill, - .- - '

. Space forbids that this short article should cover details of the various stemp iscues.
They aro listed -~with mony of the viricties and shades - in Zumstoin's Swiss spocial
catalogucs and elscwhore, and are keenly sought after, Many are very scarce, and in - .
uged condition all are rare, When the Swiss Federal authorities extended normsl postal
focilibics 1o the areas concerned, the private posts closed down, and an order for the
goneral withirawal of stemps 6f this nature was issued in 1884, BPut oven after this date
mny of the wonilonsd hotels «~ and some which had not had a regnlar postal messenger—
~porvice before - contimeld to iseue adhesive labels, to be stuck on letiters as a fo ..
of advertisi.mnt, On the other hand, thers is litile doubt that in certain places, where
regular post-offices were still 2t mome distance, a charge for the carriage of letters

‘ 11 levied by soms hotels, even of texr 1884, though these adhesives were no more

ietally recogniged, Curionsly enough some of these adhesives, vhich formed a species
of zoccipt for payment, are muel rarer and more " highly priced that those of the
provicas "offioicl” noriod, On lotters, in combinstion with Swiscs stamps, whidh carried

dhe il Yo thelr final destinstion, the hotel issuesc are in the rarity class, and among
the nogt sought af ter items in Swiss philaboely.

P /// : T e e e e e

7 CTBRB2CEN S CATALCGUE PRICEBS OF SWITZHELAND
£/ ~ GONSIDERABLY INCRHASED

Tn Gibbons Stawp Monthly (MAY issue) the long awaited
reviszion of 4he ¢ataloguie prices of many Swiss issues was at
L 1ast carried out. The prics alterations tuck up more than one
//} cclunn and included 121 S.G.numters. In sume cases the increases

are as much as 109 per cent of the 1947 gquetations. The 1914
h‘ Francs values, &3 Airmails (No.298a to 75/~ nmint and 80/- used,;
No.239 to 30/-, No.324 to 12/6) many commewmorative sets and
the whole 1681/82 et are up in price. We understend that in one of
the next igsues of the Stanley Gibbons houseorgan many other staumps,
including Pro Juventute and National Fetes are due for price revision.
Members who missed the May issue uf Gibbons Stamp Menthly can have

a revri of the price aliterations from the Secretary for 34" (postage
include ?. - . : o
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WORLD HrALPH OONGRESS Syw OoF lO.NO F‘Pa:clcs TACE VALUE ON JUN“ ?4 e
A% very short notice and to the surprise of Swisu phila*elism,, the Swics PPeT.
decidsd \.o fosue o gob of nine 'ml*tm, comremorating the World Healih Orgenis

avion Congress
g thing about this
but ~acoording Yo the official
announcenent ~ Moan be msocd for posbtage by tho delegatos and cfficlals of the World

Health Crganisation only”s -

to bs held from Juns 2 Go July 28%a 1948 ab Gx,r_ﬁ'm,. The rabher puzsii
new issue is that the stanm *7131 not be gﬂeﬂ’a.aly valid,

v g8

It oppears thet the Swiss PeTeT,, having lost a very convenlent wrsvemie from the
sale of the various League of Nations, Intornationol Labour Offico, and subscquontly of
the "Courier® sbtamps for thel,l.0.and the Indermtlonal Baroau of Edueaticn following
o estobliishomont of o Uritod Nations offices in the U.S.As., 1s now looking for othor
opportunitios to iseno ovorprinted Swiss stanps for inberrmational orgonizations,
vihieh hapren to hold congrcs,ueﬂ in Switzerland, It can only be heped that this will not
tocome o praciice. The now set will, in any case; provide some hendoehe to forcign,and
aspocially to British collcctors, becmsce 1is high faco valuo and Hw pro
and currcncy rostristions will make it very dlfficult Lo roccivo

scut impord
cuffic iu. nb supplies.

Wo have, of eowwrse, roequested our Swiso supplicrs to assist we in rscoiving o quota
o* m_m set for the Club's Now Ioous Sorvico, baub it is oxtrcmclj doubtful w hether wo
holl be ablo o supply all memberd in the ordimary woy. “Porhinps,those vho want this

sot (tho price may bo ok lgast 2%/ mind) would gebd in touch with the Sccraiary,
— Tore the offisial dota.as recoﬂ.vod from the Swissy PeToTs

ne now 8¢t falls intvo the conbogory of Wsorvico stomps',annlogous to thomse igsuod for
W{[n*so; mmoml Burem of’ Bc’mcution uzﬂ tho I.L,0. I% will congic 1; of the following

8o Cu, 1 14., 2 7, fmd 5 F (I arg’* gizc), The ut"mps will Yo overpr:.n’-:ea in

block "ORGANISADION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE", They vill bo on sale at tho Philatolic Agoney

at Berne, ur*d oh thoe pos -«o..u.o o6 ot Goneva Jonly, During the comgress o spoclal postmark

with tho ins pu:.on "q ENEVE T-rc ASSI EMAELE MONDIALE DE LA SANFE® will o uscd, and on
T‘

the opaud y of tho Songress (Jvme 24+th),tacre will also be o unocisl First Deiy Bood
nork in throee lmgooges (Ge*‘mmn,}i"‘onpu ol Italian)

*dn‘“eo lineo in

TATIOTAT, FATD

1948 BT

ho 5% mm‘bors will £ind %he new. Notional Fdto set onclosod with this Nows Lot tor ,others
will be supplicd as soon’as we roceive the sccord delivory from Berne, The sct comdisto
of four wvnlues,as usual — 5 C grecen~red,depicting o Swiss frontier gu_nrd {decsigned by
Karih T,mvm'; rrinted in holiecgravure by tho, PPT mrinting works on vhite paper, 10 C.dork
SOCTLIEAT FECY rnd wod, showling o houso ’nO\ Conbon of Fribeurg {deslsgncd by Foustine
I"m-hn;pmm:d in hul’*O“’I‘ avire by Courveisicr bn granite paper, 20 C, brown~rod,chmoix,

{dopigned by Willd IxO"h), deploting o farmhouse in Valais, 30 C, bl ¢, 8rey,
7 designed by Plerrce Chatillon) depicting o typical house in Ticlno, Theoe two voluos
o rinted in similor way cnd olse ov gram.‘ce poper by Courvoilsior us the 10 ¢ wmluo.
o B0% Will bo on sale uniil August 3lst and valid “for postal wso until Novembor 30th,

o additional charges in old of ‘cubcwcu.lous soldiors,nrc as in pfovioas yonrs, b C, :Eor
e lowest and 10 € for all other vnluos

MUBGLTR SIMI-3P BUTALISED rﬁ"\}?ﬁw‘Z RL’X_L D CATALOGUE 1948 NOW AVATLABLE

The leading Swiss philatelic firm of Mes ﬂr“adrnes+ Maelle AsCGa,Basle
madas it yo“ﬂbTG for us %o supply members with the cAGGTlGn%,sam1~6pec£alu
ised MUSBLLIR SWITZERLAND & LEECHTﬂVuwziN CATATOGUD 1248, which owing %o
the impert restrictions is practicelly mnobtainable in this country.

We have just recslved not 1fwcatl@u from the Customs of the errivel of the
parceldy can”"lnlnv' 100 copiles. Wo wish to put on recerd cur bsst thanks
%o Messrs, Muoll or, and alsc to our member, Mr.CoF.G T‘iﬂ, of Manchestor,
for hig kiné‘assi'uance in securing those catalogussSs

The "MUELLER" ic an excollent,handy caialogue ofﬁnipagou,vary woll
printed aud prﬁru%u3y i1llustratod,It has an ingenious dovics making 1t
pogsible To msc 1% alsg a8 & "wants Llist". I6 will ronder zo0d gorvices

}~Vv’

not only %o tho average collactor, but also to tho spocialist, as it
lists meny varictics,fiaws,shades yapur differonces and all erfowationse
A11 tGto-Dbfche,sd- uonan%n,pawei palrs ote. end also & most convenicnt
1ist of the varlcau Munich and BOIHO prinuunws of tho Strubeoll (Imporfo-
ratc Holvotia) i.saes are ineludcd. A woe have only 00 coploes for

e St Fad

dictribubion, mombers are invited to write at once if they want once
Pricc is only 5/~ plus 1kd postages

W&)\,ﬁ\f\‘%\‘i\\:‘\\\Q\\X\B\x&\\‘\\v&\‘?\\\&\\%\ T
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS |
& SPECIAL FIRST DAY CANCELLATIONS, Our Berne Csrrespondent reports that
the P.T,T, has introduced gpecial Pirst Day postmarzs,an innovatien first
ugsed on the @ecaﬁzon of ths Wational FPéte issue on Jume 15, There are
three different (a1l used by the P,7,7.Philatelic Ageney only) in German
French and Italian - namely” "AUSGARSTAG", "JOUR D 'BMISEICN'  and "GIORNO
EfEMISSLONMf¢ and similerly "BERW" ,"BERNE" and "BERNA" whilst all have
“the game design «f g Swiss_Qr@ss and a posthorn between which is the date
mark, We have just received a few of thege F.,D.C.s and members can book now.

PRQ JUVENTUTE 1947, Nuumbers issued of the four values gurpagsed those
of the gsimilar sets in previous years,and the three lswer values actually
represent record figures,; writes Herr Robert Huerlimann,our Swigs editor,
:.ﬁ ”tﬁﬁ,ﬁﬁgiﬁia&fimgures:§r0 ~ 5,100,590, 10 C - 5?§73;753, 20 Q -
4,509,198, 30 G, -~ 1,722,136, Only the 30 C blue-silver of the 1937 was
printed in a larger number,over 2 million, all other 0 Centimes values
were arcund the one million mark,

JFPIRST FLIGET GENEVA-MARTINIQUE, was made by the giant seaplanc
'"Lajgiosre' on June 14, The flight was arranged by "Alr France",and the
c&ﬂy? y provided gpecial envelones and also uged & private cachet. The
cha¥®e for letters up to 10 grammes was 2,40 Frs, and ordinary Swiss
pogige or ailrmall stamps were nsed.

WERE VARTETIES, Our Swiss correspondents reports

Jubllee 1948, 5 C., green: the 5th,10th,20th and 25th stamps on sheet A 7™
have the A in Courvoigier S,A, missing. Attenticn,members! We supplied
stamps from these sheets in the New Issue Service,- Olympic Gameg, 5 C.
later printings show the yellow rings "broken" &n several places, This was
caused by the grecn ink ruming into slightly. worm parts of the cylinder.
ATIRMAILS NEW COLOURS Our Berne Correspondent veportss
Coleour changes of airmail stamps owing to the recent inerease in postal
rateg are not exnected hefore the autumn becaunse both the P,T.T, Printing
Works and Courvoisier are busy with the varicus commemcratives, including
the IMABA miniature sheet and the forthcoming Pro Juventute igsue. At
socme later date several’ colour changes in the Historical set (values
from 50 C, to 10 Prancg) must be expected,
AUCTIONS REALISATIONS,

No "deflationary trendt is noticeable as regards prices paid at London
auctions for good Swigs stamps. Here just a few examples from recent -
H,R Harmer's sales, DNouble Geneva (described as "with two repaired spots)
% 210 (catf 275), Half Ceneva 5 C,,cut into# 39 (cat# 5C), Bagle Dove,

described as '"small marginsg,thinned and pinhole"&f% Poste Loeale,with-
ont cross-~frame, heavy postmark, creased and“teafga &, Rayon I,framed
crogs,fine,& 22 {auc-loneer g valuation was# 101), A gsmall collection bj‘

23 League of Naticns stamps, Incl,some high values ¢ 63 (valued at &£ 0
, . - g o - . .
FROM THE SECRETARY
LONDON GROUY, Iirst meeting was postponed until September, as owihg
to staggered holidays some of the potential live-wires could not agree on
a date in Junz. Judging by the great interest expressed by all members in
the Greater-London area,the group should have a flying start, o
“WHITPIBLD KING CATALQGUE,FORBIGN PART . I can warmly reccmmend this
excellent catalogue,just published, to all general collectors ¢gf foreign
. stamps., We can offer it to mewbers at a reduced price of 13/6 (plus post;)
instead of at 15/~, but those who want it must book at once.Small. quctal
ZUMSTEIN'S MONTHLY V"BERRNER BRIEFMARKEN-ZEITUNG" which publishes the
supplements to all Zumstein catalogues can be ordexed by members directly
from Zumstein & Cie, Mark+gasse,Berne. The publishers have kindly offered
to accept subsériptions from our members only, acceiiting as annual subd-
seription 11 (eleven) international reply coupcms, which can be bought
(and legally sen® to Switzerland?at any British P,5,
BECAUSE CF PRESSURE OF SPACE OUR COLUMN "MEMBERS WANTS & OFFLRS" AS
WELL AS SEVERAL DFATERS' ADVERTISUENTS ARE HELD OVER UNTIL NEX?T MONTH

Published by the '"Helvetbtia Stanp Cluﬁ”,lll,Bushey Ro=d, London ©.W,20,

-
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HELVETIA STAMP CLUB

' No.7/8 Edited by'Edward H.Spiro July/August 1948

«IMABA» PREVIEW.

The International Stamp Bxhibition "IMABA" at Basle (August 21 - 29)
will be the greatest philatelic event since bvefore the war, aad in many
aspects surpass even the the famous stamp exhibitions at Paris or New
York, The Swiss organisers succeeded in securing a dazzling array of
exhibits, including soms of the great geums from world famous cellections,

Twanty-five Post Offices, including the British G.P.C, will be official-.

- 1ly represented, Private collectors who exhibit their treasurss number

v 400 frow 50 different countries all the werld over. More than 500
“} bits, guarded by a corps of special pelice, will be on view in
4t large halls of the Basle Industrial Fair, where considerable
gtruct ral alteration had to be carried out to house the "IMABA",

The British G¢,P,0, exhibits include the original dies of the Penny
Black, the first adhesive stamp. Among private exhibitors are Cardinal
Spellman of New York, Mr,.Champion of Paris, Ernest Lcewenstein, J.V.P,
Heinmueller, Ambassadcr Moniz de Arago - to mention only a few of the
giants of ph;lately - ana from the U, S, A alone come net fewer than 100
frames, '

To collectors of Smltzerland, the unique array cf Swiss igsuves w¢1t be
a never to be forgotten experience., The Swiss P,T.T, show will ccoupy
one of ths large halls, where the famous wall cases built for the Swiss
Centenary Exhibition will be re-errected. Hach of these cases has 50

sliding trays, whioh can be taken out by the viewer, They contain
5,400 exhibition sheets, with a %otal of some 60,000 stamps, frowm the -
“rare Cantonal issues to the mest recent commemoratives, The first case
~—~ tains, all issueg from 1843 to 1862, including some of the greatest
~» .ties in sheets, part-sheets, with essays, proofs, dies, and varieties.
grving a matchless survey of Swigs postal history. Part of the famcus
'‘Dr.Paganini Air Mail Cnllection' which the owner presanted to the PIT
will also be on view, Other showcases contain ~apart from all postage,
charity,commemorative,postage due, official and service utampg_ alaso. a
unique collection of all semi-official, hotel, railway and telegraph
stamps of Switgerland, and all issues for the League of Nations and the
the other 1nternational offices, with practically 211 existing varieties,

In order to facilitate inspection in comfort, the P,T.T, hrave
constructed showcases (in addition to the Wall-oablnets),whlch will
revolutionise the technique of stamp exhibition, These showcases resemble
shop counters, shaped on top like a slooping roof with two rows of
glass plates, Underneath the glass plates a conveyor belt circulates whicr
carries a succession of sheets with mounted exhibits., The frames are 890
constructed that one person can look at a group of three sheets at a

BEHET&T &%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&%&“&7&%&7&§

L SWIIZERLAND EARLY ISSUES ~ g

% INCLUDTWG SOME RARE, CANTONALS S0 ENTIRES, LBAGUE OF NATIONS e+tc,

433,STRAND, LONDON MC,2 F}/\k.i_.\ﬂf<][,.F“ TBL, TRMple Bar 2323 %
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time, sitting comfortably in an upholstered chair in front of thee
long counter., Driven by power and illuminated from inside, the belt moves
slowly, leaving about two minutes for the examination of each frame.
Several of such moving showcases will be in operation., In the P,T.T. hall
the printing firm of Courvoisier, which produces mcst of the Swiss shamps
will show the making of the stamps, from the artist's design through all
stages to the completed printing in rotogravure, using some of the
wachines which were specially brought to Basle from La Chaux-de-Fonds,
Ancother hall is reserved for exhibits of private collectors of
Switzerland, After my return from Basle, I hope te be able to tell readers
more about this section, which is of greatest interest to us, and I am
certain that every collector of Swiss stamps, whether a specialist or a
modest tyro,who will visit the "IMABA" will come® back with many new ideasg
for re-arranging his own collection, A third hall combines exhdits of the
world's Post Offices, which include (apart from the G,P.0.) also Canada
and South Africa, The U, S.,Pogstmaster General is sending a special freight
aircraft loaded with American exhibits. In a fourth hall collections and
items from RBurope will be on show, whilst in a fifth hall will be assemble¢
exhibits from South and Central America, Asia,Africa and the British
Bmpire. One hall is reserved entirely to air mail collections,snd some of
the greatest rarities in this field will be seen here. .
An innovation which ought to be applauded is the "Young Collector's
Hall", where youthful collectors and beginners will get invaluable hints
on how and how not to collect. & jury of 24 - including Sir John Wil. n,B-
the Keeper of the King's Stamps, and Mr.R.F.A.Riscoe, as Britain's represe:
atives, will have the difficult task of awarding 12 large Gold Medals,
28 Gold Medals,and many Silver and Bronze Medals as well as Diploma and
Certificates of Honour, inaaddition to some very useful "dons et cadeaux",
$.-2Uding Swiss watches and clocks,silverplate,paintings,china and cutlery.
The "IMABA" will be opened by the Swiss President,M, ,Célio, and the
ceremony will be. followed by a banquet, which every visitor can attend. -
Mgny attractions, quite apart from philatelic ones, are provided for the
v1s?t9rs, including a steamer trip on the Rhine, a gala opera performance,
2 civic recveptlon at the Town Hall,a philharmonic concert, a visit to the
Basle Zoo, and @ %211 on the evening of +the closing day,

Those fortunate BI‘iLUuo,vmv tammemez ot bu g9 0 bthietss. +ravroll allowgnoe and
are going to combine a Swiss holicday in August with a visit to Basle at
the end of August, will bring hcme indelible philatelic iwpresoions from
the "IMABA", ™,H.8,

— . e eee . . .
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SWISS STAMPS USED IN LIECHTENSTEIN

il R

By 4J. BEKBEN
" (Hon.Secretary of the Liechteinstein Study Circle)

On the 1st February 1921, the Liechtenstein Post was transferred from
Austrian to Swiss administration and Swiss currency introduced in the
Prineipality. Pending the arrival of a complete series of Liechtenstein
stamps in Rappen and Francs currency, Swiss postage stamps were used in
Liechtenstein from February 1 to September - 30,1921, It will be appreciated
from this short period of usage that Swiss stamps with Liechtenstein
cancellations are scarce and much sought after by Swiss and Liechtenstein

collectors. In the hope that fellow collectors may have the opportunity
of going through duplicates, the following Swiss issues are the ones on

which to concentrate: 1908, 1914, 1916-18 and 1921.

The postmarks to watch for are: BALZERS, ESCHEN, SCHAAN, TRIRSEN,
TRIBSENBERG, and VADUZ, According to an official Swiss Postal Notifica -
tion, dated 6th February 1922, the number of Swiss postage stamps issued
for the use in Liechtenstein during the aforementioned period was 11,352,

With regard to Postage Due labels,however,as Diechtenstein did not
igsue her own postage due stamps in Swiss. currency until 12th April 1928, ..

(Continued on foot of Fage 3)
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FROM THE SECRETARY

ﬁDEATH OF T.S0UTH M A CK

On June 30th, Captain T.South Mack,MyMe,the founder and secretary of the France and
Colonies Stamp Club, died suddenly at his farm at Haddiscoe, of heart failure, Mack was
8 good friend of mine, and his sudden death - at the early age of 46 — came a8’ a ?errible
shock to mee Although his friends knew that he was not in the best of health — his
heart’ trouble was one of the results of the priviation he suffered as a prisoner of
war — Mack never complained and was always cheerful and composed, He came from an old
end well-known Norfolk farming family, was the squire of Haddiscoc Menor and immensely
proud of his fine pedigree hords ' o o

When he went into stamp dealing, philately fever became a mérc business to him, A%
heart he always refained a collector and corndisseur, Tcady %o discuss ‘with gusto some
iniricate variety or interesting cancellation, Of almost shy disposition, he never sought
the 1limelight, never cared for "officés" in philatelic organisations, which were offered
to him, But all those who came into contact with him, know that a really "Digtinguished
Philatelist" passed away with him, He will not be forgotten, Co )

The "France snd Coloniés Stemp Club" will carry on under the Secretaryship of Captain
Gerald Wymne Rushton, who was Mack's best friend for a quarter of a century. Captain
Rushton invited me %o join him &s a co-secretary, and I accepted becouse I know that it
would have been my friend icEs wish that the club he founded should go one

MY WELL BARNED HOLIDAY

=~ all be away from London from August 12th to September Zrd. A% first I am going %o
~~. %o see friends of trks France & Colonies Stamp Club, then I hope to snatch a few
dewyr0f Test in Switzerland and see my relations, ond finally I shall proceed to Basle
for the "IMARA", As you see, 1t will be mainly a busman's holiday. Indeed, I should
have taken a real leave from stamps, becaise for the past few months — with our Club
growing and expanding in many directions ~ I have given every mimute of my spare time %o
the Clube My friends, who think me "stemp-crazy'" have abandoned me, my wife resigned to
being merried to a "Swiss stamp album", I haven't been to a show or concert for months,
haven't read a decent book, cricket scores got mixed up with S.Geprice alterations and

~the Olympic Games opening day at Wembley meant to me Jjus+t "don't forget to post the pile
of First Day Covers to Swiss friemds in order %o get something for the Helvetia Club in
exXchan gees s ! C ‘

Day by day ~or rather night by night —~ I am sitting at home, reading and writing letters,
compiling the materiel for fthe News Letters, helping fricnd Tucker checking Exchange
Packe t8, making accounbs, . I dread to think what will happen Guring my absence,althou
arrangements were made, of course, to deal with menbers! correspondence, and friemds
Tacker and Key will deal with all wrgent matters, But, p I é'a 8 o, try to refrainwri'ing
during my absence otherwise than Hm really important ressons. Exchange Paclkets forms o
f~ 2 3_701%:; mqng;ﬁ) sheould Ee, of course, sent as uwsually. The next issue of The "Holve tia
PN W L s
z Ggone;y ilmaﬁge;a}gs ;ﬁ'thevgnd of_Sepf;gmbe'I_'! when I hope -bg glive you a cgmpl_‘ehensive
~__«though it seems sometims too h i ‘

o Dlocael shoct much, I confess that I like to do all the work, and I am

MANY BOUQUETS

vhich I am getting from rembers, Here just a few from a big pile, of which I am very I}rouf

::lélhanymthanks for the excellent June News Letter,.." (C,J JMarchant, Brighton)
hanks very much for the efficiency shown, ard the ha
. ; n, Ppy tone of the 'N ¢
I 1ook”forward To it with real interest each month..," ( CeStanley, Bromle;) e %etter )
. I wag veryrpleased‘wii‘h my first Exchange Packetes." (WoF;MayoSS, Loughborough)
on 10 I Woulcli like "\:o congratulate you on the excellent ruming of youwr club, especially
n the production of the 'News Letter! under which must be very trying conditions,, "
L]

W , "7 (HeS e Denham, Uxbri
" I was very pleased with +he Exchange Packet and I look f@;w@d 'he; d’ﬁherggizming

along,"
(HoJohnson, Southport)

(Continued from Page 2) ... Swiss Postage Due stamps were employed
from 1st February,192) until 11th April,21928, The Swiss due issues of
1010 (Zuustein No,29 to 37) and 1924 (Zuwstein No.39/41 and 42 to 49
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MUBLLER SEMI SPECIALISED CATALOGUB OF SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSTEIN

All members who asked for it, have niw been sugplied, and I received many
letters of appreciation for this excellent handbook. A few copies are left
and new members, who missed the announcement, should write at once, The
"MUELLBR" lists on 200 profusely illustrated pages all issues of the twe
countries,with many varieties,flews,paper and perf.differences,shades etc.
and contains also a good list of semi-officials, airmails,dues, service
and officials, The "luxury edition" with spiral wire binding costs 4/6.

MISS WINIFRED PENN-GASKELL JOINS OUR CLUB

We prow dly announce that Miss Winifred Penn-Gaskell,cf Newton Abbot,

the famous airmail specialist has recently joined the Helvetia Stamp Club
as a full member, Miss Penn-Gaskell, who is ane ef the few lady-Fellows

of the Royal Philatelic Society, is one of the 24 British exhibitors at
the Imaba and will show parts of her collections of Swiss and British Air-
mails, It can be confidently expected that she will carry home from Basle
some of the great honours to add to the long lists of awards she had
received . previous international competitions., This list contains many
first prizes,including the Premier of the Liondon Bxhibition 1928,Gold
MedalsFAntwerp 1930, Brussels 1935,New York 1936),Gold Medal and Trophy
(Paris 1930 ,Hamburg 1931,Danzig 1932,Vienna 1933,London 1934,London 1937)
and many others, I only hope that we may be able to persuade Mise Penn- -
Gagkell to show some of her Swiss treasures to our members at a future
display. - Another Imaba exhibiter is our mewber, Mr.Harold G,D.Gisburn,
the noted philatelic writer, His exhibits are Imperial Afrmails, Victoria
Regina,and also his excellent handbook on "Anglo-Bgyptian Sudan",Althe™h
his interests are varied, he Is also a very keen collector of Switzerliend .
eur best wishes for these two members for @ well-earned success at Basle!

SOME INTERRSTING HANDBOCKS AND CATALQGUES.

I received a few copies of handbooks and special catalogues from Switzerland, and I hope
to be able to order some mare, The following are now available to members: .

"P,T,TeOfficial Handbook of Swiss Cancellations",,...... scecassscPrice 4/9 plus 64 posv
(contains a full,descriptive list of all Propaganda, Commemorative, Congress ‘

) and other postmarks and special cancellations from 1911 to 1947)

LOCHER CATALOGUE of Swiss Soldier Stemps,1914-18 war,complete with supplement, very— °

] difficult %o get nowadays. Every "Soldaten Marke" described eand illustr, Price 6)-

/. LOCHER CATALOGUE of Swiss Soldier Stamps 1939-45 war,188 pages with 47 full page tables

;; of illustrations & 25 pages of illustresupplementesseess....Price 10/6 plus 9d post,

| RAILWAY CENTENARY 1947, complete series of 10 Posteards,each with a 10 C, commemorative

stamp, and delightful drawings of Swiss railway sceneSesc....Price 2/10 plus 34 post.

fSWISS STAMP CENTENARY (1100 "JAHRE SCHWEIZER POSTWERTZEICHEN"),the official P,T.T, cente-.

' nary publication (now out of print) finely mwodiced with 6 colour tableaux shing

sEssngy L

o

v

- all Swiss raritdes in actual size and many photos, Few only,,Brice 10/= plus vu pos-

OUR EXCHANGE -PACKET ~ :
Bight packets went into circulation in July and August and I am”glad to say that mambers
appear now to be satisfied with both the quality and fréquency of thé packéts, In the
sutumn we are golng %o step up circulation considerably, as the response to our appéal for
more contributions was quite satisfac tory, Foreign countries are strictly limited to about
one quarter of the contents of each packet, and somd fine material, Rayons, Strubelis,
Airmails, flown covers, League of Nations etc, is included in recent packets, Some members
have priced their material rather highly, being aware of the latest high quotations in the
Stanley Gibbons and Zumstein supplements, but one can still pick up some good bargains,
This time it Is my turn to complain thet a fow members are holding the packets too 1dng,
Let's blame it on the holidsy season, but in the smtumn the 48-hour-rule will have to ba
strictly observed, We have now received Club booklets from the printers after many wéeks
of waiting, Members can have as many as they nced at 3d each, You may use your own booklet:
if the size (sbout 8 by 5 inches) is suitable to fit our despatch boxes, I am always
pleased %o have members! spscial "wants" and will endeavour to include booklets with such

stamps members are looking for, ‘ Clifford Tucker,

TXVX PSP AP AP SPAPAPAPAPSPSPAPAPAFULLPAPLPAP AP PAPA P PALALAY R‘VXWT/’AVXVJTV_%.
% ]_ STAMPS «OF SWITZRRLAND 1938-48 and DIRCHTRNSTRIN 1928-48 [
X in stock or obtainable in seven days. WRITR - R

SPECIAL OFFBR:SAN and BiT Oomglete' by Zumstein, SUPERB USED NOW ;»’
%all paper vars,& shades, Cat.price 2,200.-frs, MY PRICE £ 170 / for ;“
¥ THOMAS D. GREEN 8,cratcorock Park, EDINBURGH 4, " FF88 LISTS
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ARR THE CLUB'S NEW ISSUEB PRICES T0OO CHEAP 9

Some 1 tamp dealers are ennoyed with us. The Helvetia 5%

n . . anp Club i being
accused of Tunder-cubting’ the prices of Swiss New Issues, and thus uni’aiO
competing with the stamp trade. ye understend thet ons or two dealers are
to take up the matter with their trade organisation,

We conuider this ection as & co&giment to our efforts. Admittedly, we have
glways iried to protect members! interests and to provide Swiss new issues at
the cheapest possible rate. It was never our dntention %o compete with the
ctamp retail trade. On the contrary, we opened the columms of our "News Le%té
to dealers! advertisements, end we know that our advertisers have gained many
regular and loyal customers amohg our menbers. We fully appreciate tha fact
that dealers have considerable overheads and must make & roasonable profit. |

We fail, however, %o understand why some dealer:s are charging cnite unresso
able prices for current Swiss stalps. For instence some London (and for that!
matters also gquite & few provineial) firms ask 35.34 %o 3s.6d. for the reeent
National Fete set (face value L Frenc!) A London firm is advertising the |

1

current Landscape set at 4/-,the same firm asks for & F.D.C.of the Olymoic |
Games (not even with the speci®l St.Moxritz poutmark.) five ghillings{ The 8a&
applies o catalogues. A firm is advertising the Mueller Catalogue at 73.6&.%
plus 64 pontage. A mail order dealer offers as a 'bargain' the 1944 Air set!
at 15/~ ?Iﬁ can be found in guilte & Lew Exchenge Packet booklets aﬁ-a/— i)
ankly, we conmilder the prices we have 0o charge 3t1i1} %oo higzh. Our

“\ %3 are handicaped by the fact that Swiszs dealers offer only 10 Francs fo
= ,ound Sterling on barter deals,and thet British and Bmpire mint current
Sovs are being sold in Switzerlend under Ffaces

Our "opponents" say that the Club was not entitled to offer new issues to
meanbers at all. We are taking legél advice on this point, snd if necessaxry
we shell register & business Lirm for the sole purpose of supplying members
with new isscues at 2 rate which we think fair and not fantestic. The
consbitution of the Club would, of course,not be changed by such registretion
More chout this subject in our nexf.issye. IN the menatime we shall be
pleased to have mombers? comments, . . .7 T o ~
=0 O O O
ZUMS TEIN SPECIAL CATALOGUE 1949 - - - - . -

At last, after 412; years, the new,XIIth edition of this standard work, will be published Just
in time for “the "IMABA"  Messrs.Zumstein & Cie.tell us., We have ordered as many copies a8 we
could and hope %o satisfy all bookings, We will chance to amept a few moré,especially from |
new members, who have missed the previous amouncement, No serious Swiss collector can do
without fhe Special Zumetein,which was thoroughly revised and brings many new interesting
reenlts of philatelic re- ,in addition of being the only priced cata logues of all known
~ Sies, It containe a complete list of all first aml special flights,all semi-officials,
L 4 setce,and & re~edited part on the Hotelposts,as well as a very comprehensivée chapter o
n__sure sheets,s A1l stamps of Switzerland since 1843 are,of course,fully listed, T

NEW tSSUE CH RON‘ U'E THE "IMABA" MINIATURE SHEETS

On the occasion of: the International Philatelic Exhibiticn %MABA 19%8 at |
Basle, the Swiss P.T.T.will issue a Miniature Sheet (size 41/4 by 23/8 in.)
consisting of two stamps,az 10 C and a 20 C.,both showing a similar design -
to that of 1he 5 C,Jubilee set (portrait of the Basle Burgomaster Rudolf
Wettstein) Main colours =ara lilac fer the 10 C.and grey for the 20 C,

The designer is Herr Hermann #H.denbenz,of Basle.The block is printed in
rotogravure on white granite paper and has smooth gumming.Printers are
Courvoisier S,A.,La Chaux-de-Fonds. The blocks are printed in sheets of
16,numbered 1 to 16,but no complete uncut sheets will be avallable,although
the PTT is accepting orders for complete,numbered series, (cut only). b ‘
Above the two,perforated, stamps is the inscription "IMABA 1948 BASHL",
beneath "Internaticnale Briefmarken Ausstellung Basel - Bxpositicn _
philatéligue internationale Bfle - Bsposizicne filatelica internazionale
Basilea" and "Preis -~ Prix - Prezzo PFr,3.-" TheMiniature sheet will be eon
sale at all Swiss post cffices from 21st August to 18th September 1948 and
at the Phillatelic Agency,Berne until 30+th September 1948,and will be valid
for postal use (at a value of 30 C only, the 2.70 Frs, being a_surcharge

in favour of the IMABA and the Swiss charitable organisation 'Pro Infirmis'
During the Rxhibition a special postmark will be used, which will also be
available at the Philatelic Agency at Berne. The P.T.T. is also issuing

a special envelope suitable for F,D,C,s,bearing the esgcutcheon of Bagle

in blank enbossement and the inscription "IMABA"1648 BASBL" in red letters,
(A11 bookings for the miniatnre sheet will be duly executed by the Club).
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m FROM OUR CORRES PONDENTS

Most of the reports from our correspondents this month have the "IMABA" as their subjects

and we used the messages received in our leading article,

In the next issue of the "Helvetia News Letter" will will publish en interesting article by
Dr.George Fu l pius, Mamber of the "Academie de Philatelie" on "THE BROFZE MYSTERY",

The amthor gives in this article many interesting details on the production of the 60 Centimer
bronze of 1862 and the 1 Franc gold of the same issue and the subsequent granite paper issue.
Many members puzzled by the problem "Is it gold or bronze?" when confron’ced m’ﬂzh the darker
shade of the 1 F, will find the conm*lbu’tion very helpful,

VARIETIES OF THE NATIONAL FETE 1948 SET,

Our Berne Correspondent reports: The following flaws have been noticed up to now:

5 Centimes green: Vertical line in the clouds (Sheet A 1, 24th stamp); no line beneath the K
in engraver's initial (Sheet D 1, 9th stamp; 10 Centimesgrey, coloured line from margin to
the "4" (Sheet B 111, 15th stamp); coloured line from "Fribourg" downwards (Sheet € 111, 21th
stamp); white,dark lined spot on the T of Helvetia (Sheet D 111, 12th stamp); 30 Centimes
blue, dark spot in "VIII" (Sheet B 111,9th stamp); grey line vertically over the second "B"
of Helvetica (Sheet A 111, 19th stamp). We suppl:.ed sets in the New Issue Scrvice from most
of these sheets, so "Good Huntingl"

RESEARCH REVEALS SMALLER NUMBERS ISSUED OF LEAGUE OF,-NA'I‘ICNS STAMPS

‘Our Geneva Correspondent reports about the results of the research intc the "mumbers issued
of the League of Nations stamps., The most startling result is that the Swiss P,T.T, had to
confirm that the origimally published official figures were incorrect, The mumbers issv”
were smaller than announced, and this fact will ‘undoubtedly be taken into consideration oy
catalogue publishers when pricing the LAN issues, Here a few of the corrected figures.

(all No.are Zumstein Catalogre): Mr,7 (35 C,) 76,000 (not 86,000), Nr,13 (3 F,) 43,000 (not

55,000), Mr,15 (10 ¥.) 11,300 (not 15,000), Nr.ls(zo Co) 155,000 (not 250,000 !) Nr.21 (40 ©)
80,000 (no% 125,000),NI‘.55 (3 C.) 1oo,ooo (not 148,500),33z (3 C,,ribbed paper) 48,500,

M BEMBERS T "WANTS & OFFERJ

INSERTION F R'E E TO MEMEERS FOR "WANPS & OFFERS" NOT EXCEEDENG TWO LINSS. THIRD LINE 6d,
FOURTH LINE 1/~ (NOT MORE THAN 4 LINES ACCEPTED). PLEASE ENCLOSE POSTAGE /64/ FOR REPLIES,

OFFICIALS, all kind wanted by Member 263 (Lt,Colonel Drake-Brockman)

A MINT 60 C, bronze 1862, fullgum, but has sllght stain at ‘nack,o’therwwc a fine copy.
best offer over £2,5,0 (mqnber 188) - .

WANPED 1918 OFFICIBLS, perforated cross, 1935/37, on or of f cover, and Societe des Nations
overprints by Member 72 (Mr,Colc)

PROJUVEDNTUTE Collection, used, nearly complete,—in special,illustrated Swiss,
album, cloth~bound, excellent paper, Whai offers? (member 66)

PAX S ET complcte used, wanted by Member 146 (Mr.Weimweig)

LEAGUE OF NATIONS 10 Franc green, in superd used block of four,only one 1light cancellation
in the centre, very scarce in block, for sale at £ 7,7,0 (Mamber 77)

ALBUM LEAVES AT WHOLESALE PRICES, The Secretary has arranged with a well-known philatelic
publisher for the supply of really good album leaves, ~ all usual sizes at greatly reduced |
price to members, The following sizes are ava,:l.lahle, Not less than 100 leaves can be ar derey

Standard size (1lk by 9% in) Good cartridge...%/6 per 100, heavyweight cartridge 9/« p.lOO
Medium size (lo‘bby 85~ in) " " ,..8/9 T AL a 8/~

Junior (9% by 73%) 6/2, heavyvvelgh'b 7/3 o100 Minor (6% by 7% or 6% by 5%) cartridge 5/2

[T

[SW/SS HOTEL POSTS /867”85 I hold one of 'bhe finest ('bhough nou‘{

LR R R TR R LR U R R N R R R TR R IR IR R IR R IR R IR RIS R N A ] comple te ) stocks of these ve ry pqmlaj

and interesting early posts.
B. F. HURT (B'PvA' AP, S.) For +the advanced specilalist I have
YARDIEY GOBION -~ TOWCESTER gome rare pleces and sheets.
It AR R I R N I R R I R I N I R R IR R N R NI I NI R NI R NIRRT
z Q SPRCTALISED SBIROTIONS OF STAUPS U G.E.COOKE
O (priced singly) e 0 "Priarmere" :
of AUSTRALIA - BELGIUM - CZRCHOSLOVAKIA \A(\\' "Pulwood
BIRE - FRANCE - HOLLAND - RUSSIA -~ and

SWITZBRLADND PRESTON, vancs,
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| Tt is unwise to m@hobrom1%csg But I am confident that Club services
“will improve uon31derablv in the near futufe An ambitious programme
1s ready for the new season. First of all, there is every prospsct of
speeding up the distrivuticrn of new issues (ard what is ¢ven more
important,to offer them at cheaper rates than before). We shall supply
in future also all First Day Covers and special cancellations atv a
mode st premium. Then, a spceclal service 1s being established %o executo
members "Wants Lists", With the help of new Swiss contacts we shall be
_~ > to esupply also the more difficult and elusive items, such as the .
. ier té8te-béche, sé-tenats and other varieties, League of WNations,
.40, ete,,rarely offered by dealers in this country (and when onffered,
cnly at very high prices), The "Nswg Letter" will publish more contribu-
tions about the results of research into the early i1ssues and specilal
articleg from cur Swigs friends, Bxpertising and valuation service will
he dimproved.A new service for the supply of albums, leaveg and philate-
lic accessories has been established, Finally, 211 Swiss catalogues,
publications and journals willl be av-ilable at xreduced rates. B

May I just for a moment blow my own trumpet and claim some credit for
~ these forthcoming improveuwents, Having got around quite a bit during my
- Swiss journey (I visited apart from Basle and the "Imaba",also Bern, Thun,
Spiez,Zuriéh,Geneve and Lausanne), I met many leading figures in Swiss
philately,chairmen and organisers of the large societies, prominent ,
dealers and collectors., New and iumportant contacts were firmly established.
I want to put on record my great appreciation for the cordial reception

~ceived from Herr Werner Cueni,of the Federation of Swise Philavelic
VA\ 2%ies, Herr Fischer,of the Basle P.3., Herr Arthur Hertsch,governing
___<ctor of Zumstein & Cie,,the directors of Hruest Mueller A.G,,Frau
Charlotte Hassel and many other leading pergonalities., And I met alsr a
few ¢f the smaller dealers,who were as keen to help, and to maintain and
expand their connections with British cocllectors as the "big omnes'. -
inspite of all the awkward restrictions and currency regulaticns.

A special word of praise must be added for Herr Fraanz Schuephach, the
head of the Swiss P.T,T.Philatelic Agency, who 1s taking great interest
in our activities and has already helped the Club immensely. In the next
iggue of the "News Letter" I hope tc tell you some interegting details of
the excellent work this bwxanch of the Swiss Post Dffice is doing ~- g0 =~
very different from the poor performance of our cwn G,P.0, as regards
philatelic service,

A1l this gives me every confidence that our Club in the second year of

s ence ,an fte aving overcome the teething ’
tf‘vu%i(éi‘,b gﬁouiddbgcgmg %he gffiment orﬁqnlsat::Lonb !,(f)/\ '“)/V MEETING
I envisaged at its inception. Cne worryv,however,still - Page 3
remainss: the Bxchange Packet Branch. One of the set —|i e M
backs of a large membership 1g that even a greatly V%&TﬁTb L“ T
increased number »T packets is not sufficient to sa-| SERVICE Page 2!
tisfy the clamour for more frequent circulation.Here b
progress may be slow. In every other field of cur sctivities we are
going from strength to strength, and the establishewent of a Londnn Greoup
with reguliar meptlngs,dlqplavs quctlons ete., to ve followed in due course
by the foundation oi such Groupe in other places,will or-oviaz an even

cloger -bond. - R
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Many members suggested the introduction of a Wants List Service, as a
supploment to the Bxchange Packet Branch, Fer such service a large stnck

“would have to be provided, This was not easy, firstly because stocking of

many issues, especially mint and better-class items, for which there is
greatest demand, would necessitate a large outlay of capital, and gsecondly
because we did not want t0 go entirely "pronfesgsional", However, with the
help nf newly established contacts to Swiss dealers, we can now start the
service ,which should quickly expand and finally provide mewmbers with all
their wants. We shall certainly endavour to offer all ths items at
considerably cheaper prices than those usually charged. ’

At present e n 1l y issues from 1908 on car be supplied.

- HOW TO ORDER: Send wvour wants list on a separate sheat of paper.

Give Cat.No. (Stanley Gibbons,Zumstein oz Mueller). Say whether Mint,Used,
on cover, block of four,ste. State,if pcssible,the 1limit you are prepared
to pay, if the item is valuable _ Bvervthing Nlll be supplied cn 3 DAYS
APPROVAL, Wants 1list will be executed within 10 days, but when we have

to get the item from Switzerland it will take longer. Larger wants lists
should be accompanied by a deposit -- not because we do not trust you,but
because we may need the money to buy the more expensive stamps. The
deposit will be returned,or used according to your instruction, if you do
rot retain the approval. Flnally, please remember that this serviﬂe g™
being introduced in your 1nterest ‘and that the proflt made will go %o 4
strengthﬁn the Cluh,

] NEW ISSUE CHRONICLE  sioni i R

ranges. — —
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The two new ATR MATL STAMPS will make their appearance, as already reported
in our "news Letter! No.4/5 (May), namely the 20 C. livid (old colour: blue)
and the 40 C blue (old colour: ghey) On October lst. the Landscapes seb
o in new colours will be issued with the overprint "HIREAU INTERNATIONALE
“&7 . DIEDUCATION (values 5, 10, 20, 25, 30 and 40 C.) On the same date the three

o values used for the mnufa.c ture of sta,mp booklets will be issued in the new colouxr:
in sheets of 90 stamps, containing 20 TETE-BECHE and GUTTER pairs. {5 C.yellow-brown, 10 C,
sea-green, and 20 U, brown. All these new issues will be supplied MINT in the ordinary way
Tut for FeDaCe carcellation only a few special bookings can be accepted.

PRO JUVENTUTE 1948 IN NEW COLOURS = AFD A 40 C, VALUE ! By courtesy of the Swiss PTT

we can describe this yeart's charity set, due on December lst, well in advance, As usme™ 'y
it will consist of four values, bubt therc are several colour changes and the highest vw.ue
will be. 40+10 C (instead of 30410 C) in order to comply with the new postal rates.

The 54+5 C will be violet (instead of the familiar green), bearing the portrait of General
Ulrich Wille, who was Ce.in C.of the Swiss Army during the first world war. It was designed
by Karl Bickel and printed at the PP Printing Works,Berne, in recess. The other values
are in the familiar Alpine flowers design, and our philatelic garden will be enriched by '
some lovely new specimen., The 10410 will be green/srey/yellow, depicting a foxglove (Digi-
talis), the 20420 C. brown/yellow/red, showing an Alpine rosc (Rusty Rhododendron),whilst
the fourth value, this time & 40410 C will be blue/grey/orange and show an Alpine. 111:y‘. :
Designs, as last year, by Hang Fischer, printed by Courvoisisrs -

NEW SPECTAL POSTMARKS Our Berne Correspondent revorts the following propaganda postmrk
used this month: ‘"Visitez le Comptoir Suisse" (Lausarme froml6th August to 25th September)

"700 JAHRE AARAU ~1248-1948" (Aarau,until 30th September); "Schweizerische ’?.adlo-AusstelluLA
Zurieh! {Zurich until the end of September). :

> {( ™R OFFICIAL PTI PROPAGANDA LEAFLET FOR THE “IMABAM FLOCK IS ENCLOSED WITH 'MHIi8
\ "NEWS LETTER" with the Sccoretary's compliments,

TMAPA CATALOGUE . We have secured a feow ooples of this finely produceéd e}rhlbltlon
catalogue, containing a wealth of interesting material, twc colour tablesux and many
illustrations. Text partly in English, and a full list with description of all eXhlbl‘bS.
One day this catalogue will be & -bibliographic rarity, hunted by philatelists in aunctionse

Octavo,288 pages, Price 3/6 plus 8d postage.

OWING TP PRESSURE OF SPACE ADVERTISEMENPS AND "WANTS & OFFERS" ARE HELD OVER.

-—*-—*—————-—-—-—m-l—-—-——‘—‘-—‘—-———‘—‘-—‘&——‘—‘-‘——‘m~mm—.~———.— - -

Published by the "Helvetia Stamp Ciub", lll?Bushey Road, Iaynes Park, Lundon, S.W.20
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The inaugural meeting of the London Group will take zg

place nn TAURSDAY, CCTCEER 7th. at 7 p.m.sharp at the <0 BO%%%TON
Temple Ronm, BONNINGION HOTEL, Southampton Rew, W.C.1. N
(Basily accessible by Central Line,Holborn Tube Station, |&

Bus 68,77a pass the door,7,17,19,38 stop nearby.) N _ .
Dr.K.Strauss will give a talk on "Swiss (Bus 7,17, 25,19,35) é-FROM,g(;('{f”é
Clasgssics" with a display from his collecticn New Oxford St, Holborn ™

. Imaba report; All new catalogues and publica- iTTQBE
tisns will vé on showy; Display cof scme of the newly >3 Stn
discovered flaws & varletles cf renent Swiss issues. NN

Officers for the London Group Committee will be 2
elected. I hnpe that e v e r y member residing in O v
the Greater Londnn area w111 attend this important event! §45 ﬂ%ﬁhﬁoo

MoV WATE

OrFICIAL P,T.7. SOUVENIR SHEE®PS WITH "IMABA" SPECIAL POSTMARKS.
We have a fow of these, bearing{a) A & C. Jubilee stemp with the portrait of the Basle
Burgomaster Rudolf Weitstein (ulmllar to the design of the "Imaba'" miniature sheet) and
cancelled with the special Imsba postmark, Another clear positmark is next to the stamp,
(b) the 10 C. Automobile stamp, cancelled at the Imaba Ambulant Postoflice, with the
special Imaba postmark next to the stamp,- Price: (a) 18,94, (b 2/- plus postagea

ZUMSTRIN SPECIAL CATALOGUE 1949, The 1ong awaited XIIth edition is,at last, to hand,

No need to tell that 1% is an excellent handbook, indispensable to every Swiss ccllector,

w ~eived so fTar only one parcel from the Customs, and have supplied members, who booked
7™ in strict rotation, The rest will be delivered within a forinight, we hope, We may

- = few spare coPies, and those members who 4id not book in advance should do it at once,

Tho-edition will be quickly sold out — and then you will have to wait for another four ygars.

Price is 15/6 plus ls, reg, postage.

ZUMSTELIN SIMPLIFIED CATALOGUH OF SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSTEIN 1949. Wo c‘ha,J receive our
small quota of this handy Iittle catalogue, listing all main varletlns, by the end of this
month, Price 3/5 plus 2d.postage. Bookings now accepied.

MUELLER SIMI~SPECTALISED CATALOGUE 1948, We have a few lefi and offer them at the reduced

rm;p? of 3/= plus_ 5dzpokiaga inr,ihﬁuLUXquxaéatienfw&¢hrWifewsyir&*«%1&&1ng (originals price
/6

ZUMSTEIN GERMAN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY OF PHILATELIC TERMS. {Also containing translations from
French, Datch, Donish,Swedish and Norwegian, very‘useful for all users of German ed:ted
catalogues., Agﬁln avullable at ls,9d, plus l~d PO3TaZE

SWISS PeTeTe HANDFOOK OF PROPAGANDA POSTMARK., Complete list of all commemorative scongress,
exhibitions, tourism and other propaganda posimarks from 1911 to 1947, Price 4/9 plug 6d,post,

'LOCHER'S SOLDIERS STAMP CATALOGUR is temporarily scld out,we expsct new dellvery 8001,
SPECIAL CATALOGUE OF SWISS AIRMATLS, This excellent standard work has be®Fe-publis gshed by

* __ "iss Aero-Philatelic Society, The 1949 edition contains on 160 prges,with 550 photos,
2 rations and drawings, everything comnected with Swisgs air m.aile The four parits are;
o il stamps and senn»offlclal Vignettes and Labels, B) First flights, special flights,

balloon and glider mail etc. 0) Airmail cancellations, s;ecial postmarks,eto, including those
of the Swiss army, and O) & historical survey of Swiss alrmail, Appendix: Zeppelin flights
and flights out51de SWltzerland. The edition is sirictly limited, tut we can accept & few
bookings. Price 15/« plus ls. postageo

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS -

16,700,000 PRO JUVENTUTE STAMPS were sold by the PTT in 1947, and the revenue
amounted to 2,2 million Francs, of which 1,4 million Francs.wzs remitted to the charitative
organisations, The reverme from—the sale of National Fete 1947 sbtamps was 1,1 million Francs
of which the committee received 674,748 Francs, Altogether 7,400,000 Nntional Fote stamps
were sold in 1947, Both salss and revemue of the two charlty-sets were up as compared with
1946 ~ about Mq% in the case c¢f the Pro Juventute issue and 6% in that of the National Fete,

FAEDR COLOUR SHADES. M.Julien Peneveyre draws the atbermtion to the re- emergence .
of varicus faked colour-shades of earlier Swiss issues, especially of the U,P.U,1900 issue.
Some of these shades, such as the & C blue-green, the 10 C.dull-carmine and the 25 C lilac—
blue are regarded as scarce, Hoe says that a host of fabricated shade varietics ara now belng
offercd, Apparently some forgers have embarked on a wholesale faking campaign,applying ‘
chamicale- to common speccimens. More saorious is the faut'that the fakers arc now making blue—
grecn Postage Dues of the 1883 issue out of the common olive-grcen stamps, a dangorous forgory |
when one considers the great demand for the scarce 1883 stamps and the enormous difference
in catalogue value. ’ ) ’ f

SWITZERLAND-MARTINIQUE SPECIAL FLIGHT, Our Geneve correspondént reports that 11 »281
letters were carricd by the Air France seaplane Latecoerc on June 14 on “ho Tirgt flight
Geneve-Fort de France (Martinique).They are now being sold in Switzerland at a high Premium,
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Atten®s aba IMABA REPORT  w sne -

Let me say at once that this attempt is doomed to failure, To report on what I have seen
during my six-day-marathon through the many large halls of the "Imaba" would mean to fill a
book, And it would require the vocabulary of & Hollywood publicity agent to describe in
glowing technicolor the dazzling array of rarities and wonderful collections displayed by
some of the most famous philatelists in the world, Fortunstely,I can limit my report in
these columns to that part of the Exhibition which was devoted to Switzerland, although even
this secms to me a task beyond my modest power of expression, : '

First of all, I should like to say a few words sbout the marvellous organisation, It was the
result of many months of preparatory work, shared by 52 prominent S wiss collectors and
dealers,in seven cummittees, The orgenisers were fortunate in having secured the huge,modern
puildings of the Swiss Industries Fair for the exhibition, and they had all financial worries
removed by the grant of a guaranteed reimbursement for all expenditure by the Swiss Post
Office — a gesture hardly to be ever expected from our own G.P.O,

T have Seen some two dozen international exhibitions, including those of London, Paris,
Berlin, Antwerp, Brussels and Viemna — but I doubt whether any of them could stand comparison

withthe Basle show, The "Imaba" was planned, organised and arranged in a really unique way-
and every visitor brought home unforgettable impressions and memories, Especially the )

British visitors must be double grateful for the very cordial reception they got from our
Swiss friends, The Union Jack took pride of place at the opening ceremony,per formed by the
Swiss President,Dr.Celio, and the hosts ﬁid us proud at every other occasion., The King!s
_exhibits, the display of our G,P.0. and these of private British collectors occupied places
of honour — and it was not by chance, I must mention in this connection the great work
done by Mr,Frank Godden, the British Commisioner, in whose experienced hands the British
exhibits arrangement was laid, T T ) T

Many British exhibitors brought home high honours, gold medals, trophies and diploma, wvut
- T can mention here only two, of whom we are specially proud, because they are members of the
Helvetia Stamp Club 3 — Miss Winifred Perm-Gaskell, who won the "Prix d'honneur" presented

&

-

by Courvoisier and a gold medal for her Swiss Air Mails (which I will describe in detail’
later) and Mr,Harold G.Gisburn, who reccived a silver medal for his book on the "Stamps of
the Anglo-~Egyptian Sudan" and a diploma for his historical theme collection "Victoria Regina’

Now let!'s turn to & brief survey of the various groups, which are of special interest to
the collectors of Switzerland. Already in the "Hors Concours" class there were some of the
finest Swiss collections displayed, whose owners did not compete for a prize, because they
were members of the commititees or otherwise connected with the exhibition, M. Iwan BALLY
(of, the famous shoe firm) displgyed a collection of bi-sected, pen—cancelled and pre-cancell-
ed early Swiss rarithes, which probably has nothing to be campared with in the world,

Herr Werner CUENI, & viee-president of the exhibition committes,and & leading Swiss expert,
showed parts of his unique collection of forgeries, whilst Dr.Herbert MUNK,of ILugeno,
exhibited material from his studies of the Rayon issues,

Hall 2b,on the first floor,contained the exhibits of Class I,Switzerland, Here we could
admire a unique assembly of Swiss collections that simply overwhelmed the onlooker, Fortysix
Switzerland specialists competed, and Dr,H,Lceman (vho exhibited his treasures in not less
than 72 frames under the motto "HeLe.Ged.") won the Grand Prix International, a casket —
containing 33 Swiss gold “sovereigns", His collection is one of the largest amd finest . fant
In addition what he modestly calls "a general collection, consisting to a large pert of ~
mipr}t blocks of some of the greatest rarities, mamy double-impressions, rare retouches,

Llavs ~_,ei;c., there were three specialised collections, the first of nearly all known essays
dies and plates,from 1842 to 1942,and all Specimen overprints; the second, 2 marvellous
array of the Swiss Hotel Posts, including mmy rarities on éover; and the third comprising
Swiss Telegraph stamps, which , I am told, is the largest known, ' T i

Collectors of mint stamps would probably have given the palm to M,Louis Monot, who showed
a collection of practically all Swiss'stamps issuéd from 167" to the present day in complete
mint s h e e t s, Agadin mint stemps -and,at that, including all early issues from 1848 —
predominated.in the 13 albums exhibited under the motto "Basilisk", whilst in ten frames and
12 albums we could admire an apparently interminable sulte of covers and pieces with early
cancellations, ILighter fare was provided by M. V.Goertli (his name in English means "1ittle
gardeni ) with his collection "Alping Flowers of the Juventuté issues", splendidly written up
and expertly explained as regards botany, M.W.d!Aujourdhui,of Basle, showed his study of ‘
perfora:ted Sit¥ing Helvetia, with special emphasis on shades and colour—miances s Whils$
Frau Iuise Hegar, of Zurich, tackled ‘the same issue from the ) angle of the printing,
retouches, dm‘ble—-:!.mpressions, rlates etcs The gality .~ Mrs.Hegar!s collection is Dbest
illustrated by the fact that it provided the basis for the classification of this issue in
the Zumsteln catalogues, ’

( To be contimued in two more issues of the "News Letter", In my final article T shall
“report on "What the medium collector could learn at the "Tmabat, )

MemE.e:Fs who desire to get more detsided information on the "Imaba" skould secu®e the
Exhibition catalogue, which can be supplied by the Secretary,



< TER

[, fv%v\‘r\r-n'.- R A R D |

| $111,BUSHEY RD. ,RAYNES PK.

1]
‘J“’/// LONDON, S, W. 20

No.lO/ll Edited vy Bdward H. Spiro C%WBBER/BmvemY?T 1947

. PROGRESS REPORT

We have made wore loeway since the last News Letter reached you - and
this,incidsntally,is the reason why this one was delayed. I wanted to in-
clude the news of the eonstitution of the London Group,the inauguration
¢f the Manchester Group,and the establishment of a Scottish Group in the
near future. The first meeting of the London Group was a fine success
Qihspite -oT perhaps because-~ 1t was accompanied by a Jjig and merrie
music which came from another room in the hotel). The London Committee,
"~ T Mr,P,3tratton's efficient leadership was fortified by the strong -
. W ot of members present and those who, unable to attend, sent messages
- »_alsing co-operation. Mr,B . M,Hamilton has accepted = office of the

secretary nf the Manchester Group, and I am certain that he will find
simllar support from members in the Midlands, '
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OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THR
HRIVETIA STAMD CLUB

Gred news also concerns the next Newg Issue - the Prn Juventute set to
appear on December 1lst. I have been able to "chisel dnwn" the price to 2/1
B fyr the new sey of 1,10 F. face value. Quite an achievement,as Swiss deal-

ers still insist on paying nnly 10 Francs for the Pound Sterling in barter
transacticns. As a matter »f fact, the Pro Juventute set i1s now being adver
tised in the philatelic t r a d e magazines ?at which I had a quite
unlegitimate peep) at 2s.3d. wholesale, We shall therefore get it cheaper

than dealers! A mrdest qunta c¢f First Day covers,and alsc the special
"Stamp Day" covers (to be issued on the
5th of December were duly secured.

We have new delivewred all new catalogues
) *d by members,and many of the recent

R

NEXT LONDON MEETING §

DISPLAY - DISCUSSION -

tedSira

ey )

£ : X i a AUCTION -~ Church House
AR publlo?,tions° ?ome very.nl?e an Gt.Smith Street. 5O05T
swarce material was included into three b 7'tt
recent Bxchange Packets (such as a fine Tu@Sdayl Decem Pr‘ /AL

seleetitn of League of Nations issues, ‘
t&te-béche and sé-tenant pairs and also some good early raterial.Unfortuns
ately only a few lucky ones will have the penefit of this. As a rule such
material 1s bought up by the first four or five membors who see the packetd
tut I assure you that packets are circulated in "strict rotatlon".so fhat
every member will one day get to "the top". Quite a few "Wants Llsts' .
were executed at full satisfaction. Our experts examined a number »f items
sent by members, including twr complete collections,. o
I feel that our Club - on the threshnld »f the gecond year cf cur activi-
ties 1s really getting into its stricde, and should go on from strength %o
strength, We can now accept new members again and thend our services te
then, I invite you to do a bit of recruiting in nrder to iqﬁuse rew and
egpecially young blood into our fellrwship. E.H.S,

3200ecaCe0ateaaateaeeereseraateearnen . BOSEoBIECEssae
o) QOR SPECIALISED SELECTIONS OF STAMPS &
&

(PRICED SINGLY) o
% OF AUSTRALIA, BELGIUM,CZECHOSLOVAKIA,EIRE,FRANCE,HOLLAND,RUSSIA & SWITZERLAND -~ —~

WRITE TO G -E-COOKE: n,witon ave,, WEST HARTLEPOOL
0
b |

&
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By HANS E. GATUD ARD
Chief of Section, Direction General of the Swigs PaTeT.

(The first series of articles by M.Gaudard,
dealing with designs of the Landscapes issues was
- . - concluded in the Moy issue of the "Helvetia News Letter")

Since 1908, "Helvetia with Sword" figured on the stamps of higher values up to ome fra_u:lc.
This subject, as well as Tell and his son having been used meny times in dgifferent forms,it
was decided to adopt other symbols, There arose the idea of consulting the masberpleces of
famous Swiss painters and of reproducing some of the warrior figures. The fact that the
issue of the new series coincided with the moment when the Swiss army was mobilised for the
protection of the frontiers, greatly recommended the choice,

After many motifs from the paintings of Hodler, Urs Gref and other old masters were us ed
for preparing désigms and essays — in fact some 50 different essays were carried to the
printing stage ~ the final selection was made as follcws, TFor the 50 Co stamps the design
was taken from the momumental statue by Jocob Vibert, which adorns the entrance hall of the
Swiss Federal Porliament at Berne. It represcents the "Gruetll Oath", synbolizing the found-
ation of the old Confederation, The first stamp in this series thus provided an excellent
point of departure for the sequence of the other values, on which the struggle for Swiss
independence finds its dreamatic expression, - '

William Toll could not be mlssed from the series, and the value of 60 C, was chosen v
depict the Confederationts greatest hero, The values of 70 C and 80 C show the "Fighting
warrior" and the "Dying Warrior", both taken from the famous fresco "Retreat from Mari -
gnano' by Perdinand Hodler, %The "Standiard Bearer" which is depicted on the 90 C stamp
comes from & painting by Nicolas-Mamiel Deutsch, the mercenary, statesman and artist of
the early 16th century. The engraver, Karl Bickel, who was responsi¥le for so many <f the
finest Swiss stamps, reproduced Deutsch!s painting —~ the superbly costumed figure enveloped
in the fluttering folds of the standard — in an unsurpessable way.
~ Whilst reproductions of the works ofancient masters on the stamps of lower values were
full figure portraits, bust portraits were chosen for the stamps of one to’ two francs.For
the 1 Franc stamp the portrait of the Lucerne Colonel Ludwig Pfyffer (1524-1594), nick -
named the "Swiss King" was chosen, The suthor of this portrait is unknown. For the 1,20 F
value the likeness of the Grison hero Jurg Jenatsch (1596-1639) was taken from a portrait
by Stueckelberg. The Fribourg citizen Frantois de Reynold (1642-1722), ome of the great
fighters for the independence of the French-speaking Swiss, adorns the 1,50 F, stamp, This
portrait was engraved by Bickel after the famous painting by H,Rigaud, The series concludes
with the 2 ¥, value, Here a more modern figure from Swiss history was chosen, The stamp
depicts Colonel Joachim Forrér, of St,Gall, commander of the Swiss troops during the
Napoleonic wars, He lived from 1782 to 1833 and is considered as the "father" of the mo™rn
Swiss army, Thus a leading military personage chosen frém the different parts of the couutry

— Central,Rhaeto-Roman, French and Eastern Switzerland —~ figures on each of the four higher
values of the "historic series", -~ « * « ,

e e o o |To be contimied next month)
LITERATURE SERVICE

The following new catalogues and publications are at present aveilsble to membors: .

ZUMSTEIN SPECIALISED HANDBOOK AND CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND & LIBCHTENSTEIN 15/- (1/-postg)
ZUMSTELN SIMPLIFIED CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND & LIECHEENSTEIN 1949, v »—v . - 3/= {3d; " )
ZUMSTELN BUROPE CATALOGUE 1949 o ¢ 4 o « 4 o o 4 o s o o o o o o o o o o o 22/6 (1/=1 )
ZUMSTEIN HUROPE CAT, 1948.....17/6 (reduced price), ZUMSTEIN SIMPL.SWISS 1948...2/~ (reded)
MUELLER SEML-SPECTALISED CAT,OF SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENST, (idéal for medium collr,) 3/3d,
SWISS AIR MATL CATALOGUE (highly specialised)ees.....15/6 (1/- postage) (plus 3d,post
PoTTyOfficial Handbook of PROPAGANDA & SPECIAL POSTMARKS, « o e o o o o o ."279 (6d postg)
LOCHER OATALOGUR of Soldiers Stemps 191 ~1918-war & supplements o o « + » o 6/= (6d
LOCHER CATALOGUR of Soldiers Stamps 1939-1945-war & supplements . » . « » o 10/6 (9@ * )
BERNER BRIEFMARKEN ZEITSCHRIFT (with Zumstein Cobs.supplements) for 1 year,.10/~ postfree
BASLER TAUBE (Monthly magazine published. by Mueller) for 1 year « o » » « 10/~ postfree
STAMP MIRROR, London —the lively weekly magazine ...12/6 for 52 issues posifrec. .

YXVXVEVXVXVXVX VYV XVRVXVXVXVXVXVAVXV XVXV XV XVXUAEXUXMA VXV XVEVXVIVIVXVXVIVXY

, ) 28
ALL STAMPS HF SWITZBRLAND 1938-48 and LIECHTENSTEIN 1928-48 IN STOCK %
or ebtainable in seven days. o Write now for FREE L I STx

)\}’r SPECIAL (CPFER:Societé des Nations and B.I.T, comrlete £ 170 Y
| by Zumstein,superb used,all paper varieties & shades

THOMAS D. GREEN ~ 8.CRAIGCRGOK PARK - K£DINE URGH, 4
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from the NATIONAL S[CRETA RY

In order to avoid delays in correspnndence, I shruld like tr point out
that all "national" business, such as all matters concerning Club meuber-
ship, the "Ncws Letter", the New Issue Service, the Exchange Packet Branch,
Expert Committee, Catalogue and Publications Serviee, "Wants List" Service
etc.remain under my supervision, and all communications should be address-
ed to 111,Bushey Road,Raynes Park,London,3.W.20.

A11 matters concerning London Group meetings will be dealt with by
Mr,P, Stratton, 60,Regency St.,London,S.W,1, and similarly those concerning
the Manchester Group by Mr R.M.Hamilton, 7, The Willows, Chorlton Ville,
Manchester, 21. Name and address of the Scnttish Secretary will be
announced shortly. ' R.H.S»niro.

LONDON GROUP The inamgural meeting of the London Group was held at the Bonnington
Hotel on October 7th. Some forty members turned up and were treated to an excellent talk
and display of the "(Classic Issues of Switzerland" by Dr.K.Strauss, who is an authority
on these stamps, and showed sbout 50 pages of gems from his fine collection. Our untiring
Secretary, Mr.B.He Spiro, Zave a survey of the Club's activities and future programme.

He brought with him a display of Swiss literature and some interesting examples of recent
varieties and flaws, ‘ .

The meeting elected the London Group Committee, as followss Mrs. E.J.Rawnsley, Messrs,
Ho,®-0ole, A.J.Harding, Re.L.Mayston, M,Neville, E.H,Spiro, Dr.K.Strauss, as members, and
¥ .~ Stratton, as London Group Secretary,

v 5 Jommittee met on November-2nd and decided to arrange the next meeting on

.~ 'TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7th, 6,30 pem, at the CHURCH HOUSE (Room 3, Groundfloor)

Great Smith Street, Westminster, S,W.l. {the Church House is within a short
walking distance from the Wesiminster Abbey and the Houses of Parliament)

An auction of members! lots, a display and a discussion will take place at this meeting,

The Committee also decided to gppeal t all Metropolitan members,and those who desire to
take part in the activities of the London Group and attend its meetlngs, to pay a small
additional subscription of 28,64, a year, This contribution is necessary for the hire of the

- meeting place and other expenses, which —~it was felt — would be unfair to charge to all
Club members, as those outside London cannot possible benefit from the Group!s activities,
The London Committee are confident that all members in the Greater London Area,and all thosu
who want to attend London meetings, will respond to this appeal,
- PJStratton, London Secretary.

All members residing in and in reach of Mamchester are invited to
commnicate with Mr.E.MsHamilton, who is trying to arrange a meeting at an sarly date,

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENTS v oies smum ize mhta soeets votemm oo

- é ler Brlefmarke") is to take place a%t Schaffhaisen, The local philatelic sotiety there
1. ___Langing an exhibition and national conference on December 5th, A special un-official
postcard, printed in four colours, is 1o be issued, and the Swiss Post Officc has arranged
for a special postmark, which will be used on this day only, It shows the coat of arms
of Schaffhausén, the inscription "TAG DER BRIEFMARKE ~ SCHAFFHAUSEN" and the date in a
smwll panel, — We shall be &ble to supply the special postcards with one of the current
small values and the special postmark at 1/3 each (There is a charity contribution for the
postcard) or P.T.T.Souvenir Sheets with a small value stemp and the special cancellamon
at 9d. each, Boock now, please. :

OLYMPICS ON''"WRONG PAPER" An interesting 'discovery' has just been made — says our Bernc
Correspcndent — in regard to the paper used for the Olympic Winter Games 1948 set, Whils® the
ordingry issue was printed on the familiar red-blue~threaded paper, a small additional issua
of the 5 Ce and 30 @, was printed on paper which shows red, blue and y e 1l 1 o w threads,
The paper for the whole issue was supplied by the Papermill Biberist, The firm now reveals
that because of the urgent order from the P,T,'T» to supply an additional paper gquantity, a
- 8lightly different paper was delivered, which had yellow threads intermingled, It was used

for the printing of the two values mentioned, of which supplies ran out., Thus specialists

are confronted with an interesting modern "thread variety",

SPECIAL. POSTMARKS IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER, The following special propaganda postmarks
were (or still are) used: "WESTFAELISCHER FRIFDE 1648-1948" (Poace of Westphalia 1;erceri—‘§:lCL
at Basle, from October 18 to 243 "VERWENDET RADIOSTORFREIE APPARATE"~ at Thun, Burgdorf,
Olten, Kreulingen, Schaffhausen; "NIUTILISEZ QUE DIBES APPAREILS ELECTRIQUE DEPARASITES" ~
at Lausamne. Both still in use, "SCHWEIZERWOCHE/SCHWEIZERARREIT/QUALITATSARBEIT! at Bern,
Biel, Basle, Liestal, Solothurn, Aarau, Zofingen, Luzern,Zug, Zurich,Frauenfeld and Chur.

MANCHESTER GEOUP
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wSEMATNE SUISSm/PRODUITS SUISSES/PRODUITS IE QUALITE" at Geneva, Lausame, Fribourg,Vevey

Sion, Neuchatel, La Chaux-de-Fonds;
Bellizona and Locarno;

"SETTIMANA SVIZZERA/PRODOTTL SVIZZERI/SCELTISSIMIM" et
all three in used during the whole of October.

U,P.U. JUBILEE COMMEMORATIVES ? Our Swiss correspondents say that there is much whisper-
ing about a set of Swiss commemorstives to be issued next year on the occasion of the World
Postal Union anniversary., The PTT has so far '"neither confirmed,nor denied" the rumour, But
i1t appears likely that they won't miss the occasion, It certainly would be an approprilate
one, &8 Berne is the cradle of the World Postal Union. The famous momvment and the fine
bullding at Berne, which houses the Union's offices, mgy provide the motifs for the designs
of such series, as would portraits of the pioneers of the universal postage, including Sir

Rowland Hill,
the intentions of the Swiss Post Office,

FIRST SWISS HELICOPTER FLIGHT

Our "sples" are on the trail, and I hope to report soon more details about

was only a short, experimental one, yet it was commemora- -

ted by a special and rather handsome postmark..It took place on September 23rd, and the heli-

copter flew from Zurich (Sihl) to Kloten and Duébemdorf,

The special cancellation, used by

the Zurich Coentral Post Office, was a rectangle showing & drawing of the helicepter and the

inseription "ERSTE SCHWEIZER HELICOPTER POST' and the date "23,SEP,1948",

WANTS AND OFFERS

Insertion FRER to Members for "smallsh
not exceeding 2 lines, Third line 6d.

Fourth line 1/-. Please enclose with
every lnsertion 6d.postage for replies,

OFFICTALS, all kinds wanted by Member
263 {LteCol.Drake~Brockman)
PROJUVENTUTE, complete mint,unmounted
1913-1948,rpisingin price, for Sale,
Price from Secretary, (Member 77)

ZUMSTEIN EUROPE CAT.1948;as now for
Sale, best offer over 15/—- (Menbera?1)

Wented OFFICIALS,1918,perforated cross, !
1935-37,0n or off cover, and League of N,
Member 72)

PAX set compl.USED wanted (Member 146)

SITTING HELVETIA 1862-1878, various val,
on covers, large accumulation,can be scn®
on approval, Inquire Seerotary, (Memb.22)

ACCEESSORIES

W S TSt ol M W W ot o bn MY MR W W e e et Mt e B8 e

ALBUM L BAYERES

The followling sizes arc available and
can be ordered from the Scecrotary: =
Standard 11% by 9% f,cartridge 7/6
dtto- heavy car tridge 9/
Medium 10% by 84* fine cartddge 6/9
dtto hoavy cartridge B8/~
Junior 9% by 7% fine cartridge 6/2
: dtto heavy ca»rtrldgc /3
Minor 6% by 7% or 63 by 5} cart, 3/3

All prices per 100 leavés, Postage
and package is 9d to 1/- per 100, -

STOCK BOOKS AND DUTLICATE WALLETS

Bound in Cloih,l0 pages iL:Lnen gtrips -
with mid.d.lestrip, Size 9 by 1l% 3_5746

size 4% by 6,6pages,?2 strlps _6/6

PRO JUVENTUTE (eontimued) 20 - 10 C.

brown/red/yellow; Rust leaved Alpine
Rose (Rhododendron ferriguineum),

- 10 Cs blue/graoy/orongs; Lily of
pa.radlse (Paradisia 1iliastrum) These
three values are printed on paper with

x%ixtu.re of blye and_red fibres,and Lprine
ed by Courvoisier.la Chanx—dalTarAs .

XFEVAVETXVXVXVEVIVXVEV XV XV xvmvxvxvxmm‘vxmm ,

I received one
cover bearing this cancellation from & Swiss friend
but failed,so far, to secure any more for members,
I have not given up hope, although I understand
that the covers are now being sold in Switzerland
at'a high premium, Airmail specialists interested
should let me kunow whéther they want this cov%,an
I shell try my best fto'gét’'a few,

AUS PRI A COollectors should Joln the AUSTRIA

STAMP CLUB, which is extremely efficiently run by
our friend, Major Chas,Cowie (Cheriton Place,
Polkestone, Kent) The Club publishes an interest-
ing monthly news sheet, and there are frequent
Exchange Packets in circulation, strong in both

early and modern issues, Austrien Levant,Fieldpos®
elce A Club to be warmly recommendedl

FRANCE & COLONIES STAMP CLUB. This Club,after an

enforced stindstlll over three montifcamsed by the
death of its founder and secretary,Mr.T.S. Mack,'
has now resumed its actbivities. The new secreta -
ries are Mr.G.,Wynne Rushton and Mr.B.H.Spiro,
Members collecting French stamps and interested in
joining the Club should contact Mr.Spiro. -

NEW ISSUE CERONTICLE

S S R o T o b 4 M o o et S o b e R b S e s

We published. a description of the PRO JUVENTUTE 1%
in our September issue ~ in fact, we have "scoopeld”
all philatelic journals in giving full details lon:
before they were officilally released in Berne. For
the benefit of new members and those collectors win
want %o know the scientific names of the flowers
depicted we repeat here the main details:

5 C -5 ¢ violet, portrait of Goneral Ulri¢h Wills
(1848-1925), C.in C,of the Swiss Army 1914-1918,
printed on white paper ' in rotogravure by PT¥ stamm
printing works,Borne, — 10 - 10 C green/groy/yell
Foxglove with large flowers (Dlg:.talls ambigus
Mu.rray) /Contimied in the loft  hand column/

j &
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GEORGE VI and MODERN FOREIGN

WANTS LISTS WELOSMED

R.FC NOPS, s.r.4.

28, HILLSIDE ROAD, NORTHWOOD, Middlesex.
@ APPRO VAL ~ SELECTIONS @
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: fbr‘whlch he bid, ¥

MORE ABOUT ECONOMICS

A% the beginning of this year (in'oux February issue), we discuésed the puzzle of
the exchange rate of the Pound Sterling and - the Swiss Franc. Today, after nearly twelve

- months, there is a special reason to reburn to this matter. We are sending out to

members the new Pro Juvenbute 1948 set, which has a face walue of 1,10 Frg at a ‘charge
of 28,2d,per set, (One Penny had to be added to the originally announced pricc o0f2s.1d,
because we recelved our supply in small batches,and had to pay postage up to l.50 F, for
ATery de;lvery) Out of the price of 2s.,2d, the Club is making a modest profit,

-~ % the same time maay London and p;ov1n01al stamp dealors are asking up %o 4/~ for this

~ s It is prominently displayed at this price in the windows of a large Strand dealer

\&%mOT Stanley Gibbons Ltd) and quite a few others, Some dealers are advertising the sci

‘slightly cheaper ~ ab 5/_0 3/9 or 3/6, Whilst it is agrescd that a stamp desler, who has
considerable overheads is bound tc charge more than a nen-profitmaking colloctors! club,
there is still no reason to ask almost 1CO0 per coent more. Morsover, I suggest that the
"big boys" in the stamp trade are getting the Swiss material choaper, than we can,

It is truc that Swiss denlers arc offering only 10 teo 11 Francs for the Pound Storling
whon bor tering the stamps of thoir country agpingt material supplied from Britain, as:
against tho official rate of 17,50 Frames To the Pound.,

But as long as Swiss dealers, who have quite a fow "spies" overhore, realise ﬁhat thelr
British colleagues are demanding such fantastic prices, there can be no hope of persunad—
ing them to be more generous in regard to the rate 6f exchange, I have letters from
Swiss suppllers, rebuking me for trylng to bargaln ~ "because you Bnglish are auY1nb
'acdble the price anyway,.,"

Dealers who overcharge collectors in such&way are very Short51ghﬁed. ey are bcwnd o
lose their customers S, And they are doing a disséervice not only to philatellsts, but o
the nation as a whele, They are, if unwittingly, creating the impression abroad that,
whilst we want to buy on the cheap, we are selling at an immense profit margin,

. he only remedy is ‘o rcfase to pay 'inflated! prices, whether they apply to new issues

r other itoms, Some menmbers arb vory sensible about that, and prefer to wait rather

\\//An to throw thoir moncy away. Philately must gs% rid of the gpeculators, Wo shall con —~

timic in our fight against the inflationists, who arc spoiling the fun in ocur hobby,

POSTAL/‘UCZ—/O/\/ — A WEW SERVICE

In response to meny suggestions from members, wo are introducing this month 2 new
Club service ~ the Postal Auctions, This, in a sort of way, is an experiment, and its:
success will depend. on members! co~operatlon. Many members, who reside in the country

. have little opportunity to attend public auctions,er éven to inspect stamps in shops.

To them --as to others — the Postal Auctions should provide a convenient means for the
acquisition of Swiss and other st mps and philatelic items at reasonable prices. The
Postal Auctions mey also become a welcome supplement to the Exchange Packets, . for which
we cannot get enough material to satisfy the ever growing demand.
A1l lote offered through Postal Auctions are offered on the undorstandlng that they
‘can be returned, if the buyer is not fully satisfied, Bids should-be made slightly above
the "minimum" stated in the list, which is published for the first time in this issue
on Page 3, and the highest bidder will receive the lot or lots first, If he returns them
he will have to reimburse the Club for postage and insurance (which will hardly amount o
more than a few pence) and the lot will then be sent to the next highest bidder,and so on,
The Club officers will exercise overy care that the descriptions are correct and as
detalled as space permits, and that minimm prices {"reserves'") are kept by the vendors
w1th1n reasona limlts, We are,therefore, confident that quite a few 'bargains! will
kod up in %amway, and that the first recipient will,as a rule, retain the lot
1nv;ted to enter loty for the Jumary auction, and we hope
that there w111 be a llfﬁﬂ» fidion between bidders,
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3By HANSE, G AUD ARD

' Chef of Sectlon, SWlSS P.T.T.-(General Post Office)
(contlnued)

Until 1958 the stamps of 3, 5 and 10 Francs were manufactured by the old copper plate
printing process in wne workshops of the Federal Topographical Oftice, Since then, thanks
to the general transformation,they are printed by rotogravure in the P.T.T. new printing
establisksments. .This change necessitated first of all the engraving of new plates,

As the former landscapes stamps of the high values had been issued alrcady during more
than 20 years and as, moreover, the new stamps of 2 to 40 Centimes were also pictorials,
it was thought the appropriate time to choose other motifs for the high values. . .

A limited competition was held among eight artists, However, only two of them risked o
underiake the difficult task of elaborating designs. ‘

The PeTeTe Administration wanted the 3 to 10 Francs stamps to be of the large horizon-
tal format tsize of the stamp 41 by 24 Millimeters, size of the print 38 by 21 Milli -~
meters) which by its mere appearance atitracts attention. A furtiher wish was that the
stamps should represent motifs symbolizing the principal stages of the historical deve -
lopment of the Swiss Confederation, One of the two competitors was the palnter and
engraver Karl Bickel, whose cssays were conferred the first prlce.

For the 3 Francs stamp the artist chose the oath scene at the sealing of the firsi
Pederal Charter in 1291. This free composition shows a group of men standing. around a°
table and taking the oath of allegiance, A light, not visible on the picture, 111um1v*~
tes the scene from above, affording the artist an opportunity of making a judicious
repartition of light and shadow on the faces, so as to give life and relief to the image,
The significance of the scene is still enhanced by the gravity of the physiognomies.

‘Tho motif of the 5 Francs stamp is designed to exhort the people to union, The artlst
Yook as subject the Diet of Stans in 1481, For a purely allegorical composition, he
dared, regardless to historical facts, produce a figure recalling that of Niclaus von der
Flue as exhorter.s The Confederates, on the spot to part in discord, listen with aston-
ishment to the admonitions of the new-comer, The warning and pleading tharacter of the
harangue is excellently rendered.by the position of the arms. The well-marked step of
- the "mediator" gives life to the picture and very adroitly forms a counter-balance to the
- group of flgures at the leff, Here also, the play of light and shadow, together Wlth a

purely figurative presentation, constitutes the principal elements of the plcture..

Wishing to conclude the series with a symbol of the present Swiss Confederatlon, the
artist chose as theme the right of each male citizen to vote, & symbol of Swiss. democra”
tic organisation. = (Editort's note~ I wag often asked why not a female Tigure appears in
this design. The answer is that there is no suffrage for women in Sw1tzerlands) The
scene of public voting, as it appears on the 10 Francs stamp, may seem at flrst sight
somewhat dull, yet it is revealings One can readily distinguish different ages, as well
as different professions and social class2s which represent the composition of the Sw™ >
nation, The'character of the whole scene is dignified and solemn.Karl Bickel, who is aa
artist well-known beyond the frentiers of Switzerland - he ‘had engraved many fine . plates
for book illustrations and more than 50 stamps for many couniries ,apart from those for
his homeland - has pro&uced a lasting momumeht’ o his arid in this series of S wiss stamps,
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Every student of Swiss philately knows that the so called Vaux (Waadt) stamps, the
4 and 5 O, of 1849/50 (Zumstéin No.9,and 10, SoGe No.Ll and L2) are especially rare, if
they shHow pin-~holes. The reason is’ that in the course of the printing process -when the
gsecond printing in red was applied -~ the printers "marked" the position by"necdling up!
four stamps of each sheet, These stamps were the lst, 10th, 9lst and-100th stamps in the
sheet, Swiss dealers amd collectors are at prosont rather worried sbout the appoaranco of
$00 many of these pin-holed stamps., Apparently soms smart Alcc his®beon up t8Meschicf and
has pin-holed normel stamps in order to sell them at a promiums He might yot regret 1it,
becanso some of thé stamps how appearing on tho market have tho holos in wrong places,
And talking of pin-holes — — 1t recalls to me a story, which may bo worth telling,
‘Some years ago an elderly lady walked into a stamp shop a2t Kingston-on~Thames and
indicatod to the ownor that sho wants to scll her collection. She then mroduced somgthing
* that looked like an African notives! necklace, The good soul had strung several thoumand
stamps on a string, as we did with conkers, when we weré kids, The thread went into the
top of cach stamp, and out again at the bottom, and all were kept nicely in position,
What I wondor at is that the dceler did not drop dead at this sight, morcover,when he
dlscovered that there wore sbout threchundred Penny Blacks neatly strung up. The -poor,
lady was rother amoyed when told that she had spoiled all hor troasurcs and that they
could not be uged by collectors, "They may be 1mperfoct",sho 1n51stod, "out they must be

8till of vnlue;%hem colloctonwse" Well, be careful about pinholes, is the moral of the
story.
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‘FROM QUR CORRESPONDENTS

Noxt year Switzerland is celebrating the centenary of the unification of her postal
services. There is much whispering around the Bollwerk (the HeQeof the Swiss GePeO.)
that a special set of commemorative stamps is to be issued on this occasion, report our
Berne correupondcnts. As a matter of fact, 1he centonary of the first Swiss stamps was
already celebrated in 1843, with a N@tlonal Stamp Bxhibition, and the issue of the 10 C.
stamp,showing the first two stamps of the Canton of Zurich, In addition three miniature
sheets (Zurich pair, Zurich "luxury sheet" cnd Geneva sheet) werc issuecd. But,of course,
all stamps issuced by the Cuontons prior to 1849, wore sitrictly speaking "locals", and it
wog not before September 12,1848, that the Federal Parliament resolved on Clause 33 of
the Swiss Comsititution, Whlch says: "The postal administration in its entity to be &
Federal matter. The existing Cantonal postal services to be taken over by the Confedera~
tion...The Cantons to receive a compensation for the itransfer of a sum equal to the ave-
rage net revenue of the years 1844 %o 1846,.,.The postal ratos to be similar throughout -
the Confederation,.." During the transition period, Canbonal stamps wore used through --
out the country,and this explains later misumderstandings over the Vaux, Nouchatel and
Wlnterthur stamps. It was not before April 5, 1850 that the first Federal stamps ~ the
?2 Cs Poste Locale and Orispost made their appearance, to be followed in October of the’
same year by the first two Rayons. Thus,if the first Foderal stamp issue is to be celeb-
rated the PTT should rather chose 1950 for the issue of commemoratives,

25,000 VISITORS AT THE IMABA, The Financée Commifttee of the Intern,Stamp Exhibe. Basle,
1948 has row concluded iits report,which should be of interest Yo the promoters of the
_ ‘on Exhibition 1951, Altogether 14,250 daily. tickets were sold and over 9,000 fpasse—
T suts! entit ling holders to admission during the vwhole exhibition. Attendance was far

r than could be expected for a city of less than 300,000 inhsbitenis,which shows

¢ tremendous interest in hour hobby in Switzerlande ~ Until the ond of November,
202 240 Imaba Miniature shéets were sold,including those uwsed for official pumgoses. The
pouéal validity of the sheet ends on December 31,1948,

NATTQE%L,FEEE 1948 total issued figures are as follows: 645 C, 1,733,945; 10410 Cente
3,014,5%4%4; 20410 C, 2,682,508; 30410 C., 1,240,818, The sct becomes invalid on Dec.3l,

PESTATOZZT WITH A "BUMP". Our Berne Correspondent reports the discovery of a rather
funny plate flaw on the 10 C. Pestalozzl Stamp (ZumoNo.R75, S.G,465).1t shows a distinct
"bump" on the back of the head of the famous ecducator: The PTP printing works confirm-the
flaw,and explain that it was caused by a break of the eylinder,which occurred late in the
printlng process, It is believed that only a few sheets of the last printing exist with
.10 FRANCS DOUBLE IMPRESSION. A minor sensation was caused in Berume by | this flaw,
the discovery in a private collection of a double imgression of the 10 Francs stamp
(ZumeNoo218%,S¢Ge390 B), It shows double lines of the letter HELV but fades out towards
the righthand part of the stamps. Some of the figures of the voters also have double

countour s. It is not yet known at what period the double impression occursed, as ihe
P has been current since 1938,

,\)STAL.AtKjWON NQ1 Bids should.be sbove the "Reserve'" stated. All
o lots are cffered on the understanding that they
e can be returned,if the buyer is not satisfied,
If a lot is returned,the Club must be reinmbursed for postage and insurance,Please, do
NO T enclose cheques or monies with your bid,as another member may place & hlgﬁer bid
and be the purchaser, Remittance to be paid on acceptance of lots, When sending bids,
state Lot Nesand give short description to avoid misunderstandings, Vendors are charged

10 per cent commission for lots sold, No charge will be made for unsold lots,but postage
and insurance to be refunded.All lots are fully insured with the Eagle Star Company,

LOT No, Description - - Lowest Bid LOT No. Deseription Lowest Bid
T Zurich 4 R, (Bumstein 14,.71) .10 20 C Son Salvadore (2.210)
ver tolines,cortsby FoAsch,thin e "0 CROSS"variety,on picCescs..5/-
part (oat.at 2 400 frs,£120)....£ 16y—4~ 11 PAX SET mint anmounted, .. .2 Bel0 g
2 21 Co.Poste Locale Z 14/11 Se ;‘5) 12 Lbagae of Nations,30 C Ta]_]_
FINE PAIR,uscd.large margin,but ‘ ’ on ribbed paper, the "araat
one corner broken & repaired...£ 10410 .~ rarity now cate400,~ francse .2 10,100~
3 Rayon I (Z.171I1,5G.13) umsed, C 13 Le40eNe 3 Fered(Zumel3) eoceco., —18/6

no gom,very fair,cat,100 frg. & le—e— 14  dbtto 5 F.blue (Zume3l)esees€ 6Go—or

4 2 Regreyl(Z,21,5G.73) fine used £ 1,2,6 15 dtto 10 Fearecen {Zume33)ee..& 6o—p—'
5 1 F.greyblue (Z.27 C,SG.44)wed& lo-.— 16 1943 Stamp centenary,compl,sheet, .10/~
6 60 Cebronze (Z.35,5G.88) f,used, ..10/= 17 OFFICIALﬁib complshint setes.£ 3a54—
v 1&81 5 C. (Z 45/4 Sﬂowing the .g" 1 PRO JUVENWTE,1915~1948 complote
variety,block with 3 normal mint, A 10/- mint series,unmounted....£ 7.7.0
8 dtto, but showing thelf varletyv 19 dtto{used n cloth-bound new N
mint block with 3 normal,........ 8/6 special Swiss albume....c.. & 646,0

Next month ; Tete Bdche collection,Airmail
stemps & covers,proofs, Hotel posts etc,

(S -

9 1914 10 ¥. lilac umused (Z.131,
SGe286) now catefl,15.0 tsovcc. o Lelbe—
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B.PeA, AFFILTATION., We dintend to apply to
Philatelic Association for affilistion,

~many beneflts to members, as well as to the Club as a whole

It may, however, result in a modest increase
subscription, I should like %o have members!
on this subject before submitiing the formal

IELAYS IN CORRESPONDENCE., A few members are
answered by return of mail, or - they had

erry ©
AL Sl (/)m/ﬂ mas
the British e
This would bring 4 ¥ AND A
APPY NEW YEAR
of the anmall 4. 11 our Members
observations and Priends !
applioation. o
cross with me: ~ -« their letters were no%

to wait sometimes for items ordo&w,

I tender my humble apologies and I am certain of your forgiveness when I tell you that
I was laid up lately for more than & fortnight with a very bad cold, Another reason for
delays is that all office work is done by "volunteers" in their scanty spare tims, ,
In order to save your money, we do not send receipts for payments separately,if they are
made by cheque or Postal Orders, because we would have to charge you postage,As regards

queries, '"wants lists",orders for publications etc.,it is sometimes nccessary .
write to Switzerland for informatinn or order items from Swiss suppliers. Packeis are

often held up at the Customs or the Board of
two weeks and two months,

to

Trade Import Control for anything botween

‘STAMP COLLECTORS ANNUAL (Harris Publicatlons). This excellent little handboolk,edited by

our distinguishod momboer, Mr,Tom Morgan {Editor,"Pnilatclic Mugezine™) has been just ‘

published for 1949,

Produced on excepbionally good paper, profusely illustrated and oram—

. ed with valuable ph.gla‘selio information, i1t can be thoroughly rccommended to every seriors
collectors, whether beginner or specialist, We can supply ithe Anmual at 28,6d, posifr’
and members should-ordser at once to avoid disappoiniment.

LITFRATURE, Most of the catalogues and publications adver tised last month are still
available, incl, Zumstein Burope 1949, Zumstein Switzerland & Liechbenstein 1949, Zumst, -
Switzerland Specialised Handbook, Mueller Semi-Speclalised Swiss Coate and both' Locher‘s
Soldiers Stamp catalogues. Also Yvert Telier Whole World 1949,and France & Colonies 1949,

LONDON GROUP

Secretary,P«STRATION, 60,Regency Ste,SoWels!.

g

The Dccember meeting was a great success,
mainly because it was a quite informal get-
together, Mr.Stratton was in the chair and
initiated a lively discussion,in which Mrs,
Rawnsley and Messrs,Muston,Neville, Leitch,
Lambert,Dewey,Pencavel,Renton andWoilrzwalg
~to mention only a few— ook part,Subjects
ranged from "aniline colcurs" {on which
Mr.Mayston gave a most lucid explanation)’

to the guestion "How to write up a collec— !

tion", Dr.K.,Strauss enlighitened us about
"Specimen’ and YAusser Kurs" overpriants, Mr,
BoHeS3piro gave a short talk on semi-~officisl
airmail labels and first flights,followed’
by & display from his specialised collect-
ion, and memhers admired Mr.Stratton's se—
lection of propagandsa positmarks, An auction
brought pome brisk bidding. The hon.auction
ger coudd even dispose of some sheets of
Nicaraguan officials,which he offercd as an
inexpensive substitate for wallpapér.
Menbers of the London Group are looking
forward to the next meeting'in Froruarys

B T T s

THs MONTH's New sue

Enclosed W:L'bh this "Nevvs Letter" te sub ~
scribers of tho New Issue Service is
one MINT SET G
Pro Juvontute 1948
at 2s.2d, postfree, l
e amount will be
deducted from the
cufrent sccount, ‘
Bonskings for blocks ,
of four, F,D.C.setCs

will be despatched |
separately. '

R

Tt
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MANCHESTER GROUP.

Secratary, EOM.HMMLTON, 7,Te Willows,
Chorlion Ville, Manchester 21.

The Sceretary was fortunate in securing 4
permanent aml convenient meeting place for
the Group at the Wheatsheaf Hotel, where tho
next meeting is to take place on January
All members in the area will receive sepo—
rate invditations and should make every
effort to attend, The Notional Secretary
hopes to be present, there will be a dai
and o short auction,

PLAN FOR A SCCTPISH GROUP, One of our mem—
bers - 1n Ddinburgh, who wag invited to
accept office as Secretary, had to decline, -
owing %o overwork, We are looking for volun—
teers who are prepared to do some spatework,
Ceme on, Scots, you must get your own Greup,
and not allow to be beaten by the Sassen —
achsl

Momdery’ WANTS & OFF f:Ra

Insertion of 2 lines FREE to members,third
line 64d,fourth 1/~ Not more than four lines,

WANTED Pro Juventute 1917, 3 Centimes S.G+C86
waeds Member 37 {HaT, Halk) -

FOR SALE Zumstein 1945 Special Catalogue,
conditlon as new,what offers? Member 134
SWISSs IMPERFORATES regquired,superh condition
off or on cover.,Member 355 (W,,Lbg.)

RAYONS,SITTING HELVETIA (Strubeli) on sover
wantedeGood prices offered. Member 107 (PeM.)

Wanted NEW AGE Stanley Gibbons Album cover
in gond condition. Member 153 (PeR4S.)

FOR SALE Zumstein Buarope 1948 Catalogue, as
new, offer over 12/- accepted. Manbor 75,
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