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No,1 (THIRD VOLUME) Bdited by E.H. Sviro JANUARY 1949

" A NEW CONSTITUTION

During 1948 our Club has outgrown its originally set limits and becomwe
he largest association of single country collectors in Great Britain.
we have now reached a membership of 400, and many new friends are join-
ing our fellowship every month. We started off from a very wodest
»aginning. As one of our '"oldest members" vout it, it was ~in 1947~ noth-
~~ wore than "Mr,.Spiro's circle of Swiss enthusiasts". A handfull nf
tzerland collectors used to come everv fortnight to my place. Around
~ .«¢ table in the drawing room we discussed the intricacies of the early
printings and papers, compared our treasures, and exchanged information.
I+ was really through the help we got from the philatelic Press --
and our thankful thoughts go to Mr,Tom Morgan, the editor of the "Phila-
telic Magazine",and Mr,Richard Bloch,of the "Stamp Mirror" -- that very
soon more and more Switzerland collectors learned about the existence
of our study circle. Thus the Club came into being, and soon scores and
later hundreds of members in all parts of the British Isles,and also in
Australia,New Zealand,Canada,South Africa,India,Ceylon and several foreign
countries, became loval supporters.
Wit the establishment of self-governing grouvs in London and Manchester
a more personal link between members became possible. Now such Groups
are in the making in Scotland,in  the West Country and some larger towns.
The great ramifications of our activities make it imverative that the
Club --always envisaged as a non-vrofitmaking association of collectows
~- should receive a wider constitution. There exists a London Committee
~ =~ 1 last week the Manchester Group elected their honorary officers.
is suggested that we now elect a National Committee, whose members
~____uld have to take charge of such "centralised" matter&owhich I have %o
attend at present almost singlehanded. I have never intended to be our
Club's "pocket Fuehrer" and would much prefer -if re-elected - to work
within a democratically elected body of members nominated for office by
all c¢f us. I have always try to follow the fine motto of the Helvetian
Confederation,as expressed in the Gruetll Oath - "One for all and all
for one!". Today I appeal to all our friends to take a more active part
in the administrative work. '
It is obvious that the establishment of a National Committee is not
an eagy matter. Only those members belonging to the already existing
local groups know one another, and may be prepared to nominate those
friends whose enthusiasm and efficiency proved their gqualification for
office. The Group Committees in London and Manchester will,of course,be
represented on the National Committee, but I would suggest that an y
member prepared to give his services, should shed . shynegs and
come forward, offering his or her heip. The election for the Naticnal
Committee will have to take place by pcstal ballot, as only thus truly
democratic voting by all members scattered throughout the width and
breadth of Britain can be safeguarded, I provose to publish in the next
News Letter a list of nominatinns and I invite all those among you,who
feel that they could render useful service to our fellowship, to come
forward. »
One of the first task of the Wational Committee will be to convene a
Annual General Meeting,and to decide on the plan of a Switzerland Exhi-

bition to be orgenised by our Club,on which more details are published
elsewhere in this News Létter. ' - B,H.S. '
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Suwrims Soddiers’ Stamaps.

T™wo interesting side-lines of collecting Swiss stamps are provided by the Hotel Posts .
and the Soldiers Stamps, Although the issues in both these groups owe their existence to
private initiative and cannot be considered as strictly "official", they possessed
limited postal validity and were recognised by the Swiss postal authorities.,

We dealt with the labels issued by Swigs hotels for the payment of mossengers' charges
for carrying letters to the nearcst post office, in a previous issue of the News Letter,
Today we shall consider the Soldiers Stamps, cagoerly collected by Swiss philatelists,
and gaining morc and morc fricnds among collcetors of Switzerland all the world over,

To understand the reason for the existence of these somi-official labels, it is nccessa~
ry to say a few words about the Swiss military system. Switzorland has no regular army,
and her national defonco is bascd centirely on a militia system, which gocs back for many
centurics, Every ablcbodied Swiss on reaching his 9th yoear of age, is called up for
military service. For 13 years he serves in the "Line'"!(Auszug), doing 60 %o 90 days of
active service each year, After an initial training for soveral wecks, the young reeruit
attonds overy year camps, where "refresher courses" are ofton spread over week-ends,in
order to limit interferonce with his work or studics to the least possible extont.After
13 yoars he is transforred into the Raserve (Landwchr) " _ in which he sorves for 8
yoars,durirg which his military obligations arc less stringent.On reaching 40 he joins
the "Landstarm",vhich can be best compared with ocur Home Guard in war—time,is freed from
training and called for military duties only in times of an emorgency,Some 1,000 profe-

ssional officers and N.C.O.s provide the reservoir of full-time instructors. There is
also a small mumber of full-time air force pilots and techni¢ians and a small "For tre-
Guard" manning the frontior fortifications. During the 1914-18 and 1939-45 wars Swi
land observed "armed neutrality" and by a gencral mobilisation of her entire militar)y .
might succeeded in discouraging Hitler to put his plans of marching through Swiss bou P
tory into France, unto pumactice,

All Swiss servicemen onjoy exemption from paying postage, but thelr mail must bear a
seal or rubber stamp of the C.0, to be passed free of charge by the postal authorities,
This facility is given,of course,only %o men on active scrvicé, It was in June, 1915,
that Herr Fred Bieri, ar officer of the 38th Infantry Bataillon, and an artist in his
civilian occupationm  suggested the issuc of special "Soldiers! Stamps" to bo affixed to
the letters froed from postal charges. The soldiers were asked to pay o few Centimes for
the labels, and the reverue wont to a benevolent fund for servicemen. Dr,Stiner, a
medical officer with the Infantry Regiment No.ll (Solothurn) took up the idea and intro-
duced similar labels for his unit. These were the first "Soldiers Stomps". Soon many
othor units followed suit,and at the cnd of the first world war prac tically every unit
had its own "stamps", After the domobilisation in 1919 all thesc stamps were withdrawn,
Some of thom, of which only a Zew thousand were printed, became quite rare, and are today
fotching high prices. : ' -

The idea was taken up again in 1939,and put into practice on a much wider scéale than
during the first world war., Encouraged by the military amthorities, Imndreds of labels
were issued by the various units and accepted by the P,T,T, as evidence for the exemp o
from paying postage by the sender, Many post offices cancelled thesoc labels with the N P
normal,dated postmarks, whilst in other instances special postmarks imsued by brigade,
regimental and other military post offices wers used.

Many of the Soldiers Stamps are very finely produced and have interogting designs,
depioting military scenes, It is obvious that every Swiss collector who served with his
national army —and during the last war practically every ablebodied man did g0 — was
eager to add at loast some of the stamps issued for his own unit to his Swiss collection,
and sonn collecting of these Labels became quite general, The intorest in the Soldiers
Stoamps is shared outside Switzerland by many philatelists intorested in postal history
and militory art, To alrmail collectors the various labels issucd by units of the Swiss
Air Forco provide a special sppenl, / B ' “

(There are quite a few collectors of Soldiers Stamps among our members and a special

packet contalning a good selection is making the round, Members who would like %o
see it aro asked to write to the Secretary.):

Now available: — e . e

LOCHER'S CATALCGUE OF SCLDIERS STAMPS,1914-18 war,illustrated ...6/—
LOCHER'S CATALOGUE OF SOLDIERS STAMPS,1939-45 war,a fine volune. .10/8
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POSTAL AUC-“ON N{] All bids accepted on the understanding that lots ca be

|

returned if found not satisfactory (postage to be refunden)

Lot Nos Description Lowest bid 6 5/74C, Tte béche,SC 5058,7 ¢Kelde,s6/6

- " ——— - 6 20/15 ¢ dtto, SG.3078,7.K.15,mint.3/~
1 To%e Béche 25 C,5G.258,Z.Kel,mint..12/86 7 20/25 ¢ dtto. SG.508%,%Z.K.16 " ,,2/-
2 dtbtos 5 Cu,S5G R67,ZumKe3,mint.... 4/6 8 Landscapes typo,SG 356a~359a,Zum, ‘
3 A450,10 Co,SGs268,7umeK, 4, minbe, ., 3/ K 28-31,4 thte bdche compl,,mint...7/=
4 4150410 C Tell,SGe283b,%.KeBettyees 3/6 9 the seame,but usedeeeesec cco .. «e5/=
5 dtt0.5/7‘12"“ C ,5G.3058,7 K.14,mint, . 7/6 (CGontinued on Page 4)
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FROM QUR CORRESPONDENTS

YELLOW THREADS IN PRO JUVENTUTE PAPER, Our Berne correspondent, whose report on the
blue/red and y e 1 1 ow threaded granite paper used for the later issues of the
Olympic Games set, was published in the Novenber News Letter, now says that this"strange"
paper was also used for part of the Pro Juventute 1948 issue, The P,T.T. says that an
investigation is now being conducted, why paper of a quality not specified in the contrazt

with the suppliers was used, We understand that only a very small proportion of this
paper was used, and it mst be expected that the paper variety will become very elusiwva,

M, ALBERT AUBERSON, Editor of the "Schwoizer Briefmarken Zeitung",the official organ of
the ¥ederation of Swiss Philatelic Societies, for more than 31 years, has gone into
retirement, M.Avberson,one of the most distinguished Swiss philatelists, is wcll known
far beyond the frontiers of his own country, as the organiser of many exhibitions,includ--
ing the Berne Philatelic Exhkibition of 1914, the NABA (Zurich,1934),the AARAU {1938),the
Centenary exhibitions in 1943 otc., He acted as presddent of the jury and as juror on many
international occasions., As the author of excellent studies on early pen-cancellations,
theIndustrielle Kriegswirtschaft" service stamps and Swiss posts abroad, he contributed
to philatelic research. He is succceded as editor of the leading Swiss journal by Herr
Willy Klaiber.

SWISS "DATED CORNERSY A now field for specialisation provide the dated corners on sheets
printed on the new "Wifag" rotary printing press instal led three yoars ago at the PeTeTs”
printing works. The sheets bear tho printing date -day,month (in Roman mumcrals)and yeor-—
in.the loft hamd lower corner. The first stamp printed on the Wifag press was the 6 4+ & C
™  Juventute 1945. Apart from all subscquent 5 4+ 5 C wvalucs of tho Pro Juventute issues,
vllowing stamps are known to oxist with "dabed corners"; 10 C Pestalozzi; 2,10 brown,
een, 15, 20 red San Salvadorc, 20 brown San Salvadorec, 30 blue, 30 grey, 35, 40 grey,
tv/aiue,of the Landscape series; 60, 90C, and 1,50 F of the Historic sot; 30 grey, 40 blue
50 and 60 C Airmail; 3 C, SdN Couricer, 10 C Pestalozzi BiE, 20,30 and 40 C. Burcau Intern.
d'Bducation, and 20,30 and 40 C Santé overprints. Swiss collectors colleet the dated cor-
ners in blocks of four, as to the French with their familiar "coins datds",

HELICOPTER FLIGHT COVERS —~ UP AND UP, Our Zurich correspondent says that a minor "racket®
developed over the Helicopier Flight covers, of which altogether 23,000 ef a total weight
of 174% kilogrammes were carried on Scptember 23,1948, It appears that some smart "opera~
tors" succecded in cornering most of thom and asm offering them at 3,~ Francs apiecc. We.
received a small supply at a 3lightly cheaper price,and can offer them at 3s,6d,to members.

TELL 13 C, WITH BEROKEN "L", Our member,Mr.R.L.Moyston (Backenham) made an intercsting
discovery letely. Carrying out a little "sorting''csi duplicates, he found . — o
a very distinct flaw in the lottering of the 13 Centimes olive-green Tell |{
stamp of the 1915 issuc (Zumstein No.139). The "L" in "HELVETLA" shows a
peculiarly shaped serif, which looks like an intentional part of the design.

We understand,however, that the flaw was caused by a slight damage to the
r-linder. Zumstein's have so far refrain from montioning the variecty in
~. ~ Special catalogue,although mich less distinct flaws are catalogued.
ENTIMES GREEN LANDSCAPE VARIETY, Another interesting varicty was shown to us by our
_ _.er, NMr,C.A,Smale of Northwich, It is a very distinct break in the horizontal shading
of the sky, Mr.Smale has done a lot of research, and says that the variety occurs on both-
the Biberist and Sihl papers. The carliest postmarked stamp with the variety in his posse-
ssion bears the date 29,12,1938, the latest 27,7,1944,0n Bibesrist paper, but he found
only one specimen showing n o break,among  Imndreds of stamps on Sihl paper,bearing a
postmark of February 23,19%9. ALL other 5 C stamps printcd on Sihl paper have the break,
the earliest in his possession being postmarked 1.,1.1938,thc latest 23,12,1940. Can any
manber supply further information?

HOW "GOOD" WILL BE THE IMABA MINTATURE SHEET? It is officially announced that the total
mumber issued of these blocks was 202,240, This figure compares as follows with previeus
sheets: Pro Juventute 1937: 434,739; Nriional Foto 1940: 75,384; National Fete 19%2
118,041; NABA Exhibition: 50,000;(face value 50 Centimes,present market price in Switzer—
land 50.— francsl); Pro Patria 1936; 126,000; AARAU Exhibition; 204,855; Zurich Centenary

- 160,765, Geneva Centenary: 160,978, Basle Dove: 146,143, Best comparison is the AARAU
sheets,s0ld in 1938 at a face value of 50 C,and now cétalogued at 4,50, The Imaba block
gold at 3.~ frs. should be worth by 1958 at lcast 27,~ france, Or will it?

BERNE POST MUSEUM BECOMES LARGER. So many additions for the philatelic scction of this
famous muscum were acquired during the last fow years that structural alterations had
become necessary.The Muscum was closed to visitors in December anl has been just reopened
enlarged by serveral basement rooms,which now house many ncw display cahinets,

N
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4 PRO JUVENTUTE, Complete in unmounted blocks of four MINT, A superb "
" Collection for.....& 35 1943 Large Post Cent.Block, Mint....15/-

"

it These are examples from my New Swiss Price list. Please send stamp for a copy. "

' THOMAS D. GREEN s,crarcoroox park, EDIN BURGH i
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FROM THE NATIONAL SECRETARY
I shall be away from London during the first half of February, and apologise for any
delays in correspondence which will be inevitable,

PLAN FOR CLUB EXHIBITION THIS SUMMER, We intend to hold & Switzerland Exhibition in
London in May, It is intended as a two days display of all issues, including specialised

parts of memberst! collections, to be arranged at

suitable remises in the West End,

Although we do not intend to vie with the great shows organised by leading philatelic
organisations, we think that, with the help of menbers,we should succeed in arranging a
representative and intoeresting display, Soveral members have already promised to enter
sheets from their collections and we shall be pleased to hear from others, The display

mey later go "on tour" and visit Menchester and other centres,

have kindly promised their assistance,

Various Swiss organisations

STAMP COLLECTORS ANNUAL. Mombers should order quickly this excellent little handbook,be~
cause not many copies are left at the publishers. There are meny interceting data and - p

notes referring to Switzerland, g little ar ticle on $wiss postal history
with 8 pictures showing the ancient "couriers'" in their colourful 15-th
cenbury copstumes, and many othor items of general philatelic interest,
The price is only 2s,6d4, and members who miss the book will have cause

for regret.

| SWISS AIRMATL CATALOGUE., Published by the Swiss Acrophilatelic Society
and containing everything which a Swiss collector interested in airmail
issues wants to know, is already out of print. We have very few copies
left (Price 15s.6d.) and once the 1949 edition is sold out,it may take
& long time %o get hold of this oxcellent,specialiscd cutulogua,

LONDON- GROUP

,Secretary: P.Stratton, 60,Rogency St.,SW,1

The Group is holding its—n¢™xt meeting on
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY lst,at 6,30 pem, at the
Church House, Great Smith Street,Westmirs ter,
There will be a display and talk by Mr, M,
Neville on the "Universal Postal Union 1900"
-issue, followed by a discussion and bourse.
All members in the London area are asked to
make every effort to attend this imporfant

meeting. Mombers who want to raise any query|

about some of their stamps, ace invited to
bring than along,

b WANTS & OFFERS

WANPFED Switzerland f,used SG,No,444,452,
454-6, C 3,4, Momber 195 (Mr,Scott-White)
"RAYONS I & II and Strubeliwante d
'Only in perfect condition (Member 305)

10 F,1938,84G4390,very fine used block
of four,for sale.,0ffer over 7/6 (Mom.125)

{| the meeting,

IF YOU FIND A
CROSS HERE ~

IT MEANS YOUR
SUBSRIPTION IS
DUE THIS MONTW
B/~ for 1y

pota

Secretary: E.M,Hwilton, 7,The Willows,
Chorlton Ville, Menchester, 21,

A fricndly "get-together'" took place on
Jonueary 218t at the Olde Wheatsheaf Hotel
Many members travelled long distanced to
attend the meeting; including Mr,Eastwood
from Helifax, Mr.Knight from Liverpool,Mr
Hopwood Sayer (who accepted committee offi-
ce) from Wigan, Members and visitors(seve-
ral of whom joined the Club on the spot)
were treated to an interesting display of
a composite range of the 10 C, Rayon II
{Mr. E.M.Ha.milton),proofs of the 1882 issues,
T8te béche,and Hotel Posts selections,
A dlscussmn and short auction conclude —
NEXT MEETING is on Frlda,y, Februoary ll-.
€ pem, at the Wheatsloaf Hotel, M/chester
and we hope that members will turn up in
streng‘hh. MreJ,Burrows will give a dlsplay.

.X)&)&X.XX)&)&.XXX.X.)&XX.XK.KXX)LXKK}()&)&)&XKK.X)&XXJV

~WAN’JFD Pro Juventute SG,.C2,C7,08,C12,013- X GEORGL Vl and MODERN rORE'GN

Cl7,018,C26 in used blocks of four. (M@m406)X

‘For Sale Zumstein Special Cat, 7/6 (M,88)

POSTAL AUCTION N22Z

‘Lot No, Description
10  Pro Juventute 1913-1948,

N R DN s STeY s NNN

complete,mint unmounted coll...£ 7.10,0 %

11 S C[IsI}Pro Juvent,Zum,
12 20 CEIET)Tell,Zum,.S.33,scarce.£ 1l.7/6
13 Air 50 C 1919,5.G429%,umiscdsesss 16/~
14 Air 10 on 15 C,S4G+362,mintesces. 5/6
15 Air 35 C Pilot,9G.319,minteesss.. .10/~
16 Air 40 C Pilot,5G.320,mintecsces. 9/6
17 dtto.,fine uBed s o o o o o o 9/
18 Air 75 C 5G,324,smooth -paper,mint 8/=

19 Air 35 C SG.339, mint 6/-, dtto.U 8/~
20 Air 40 ] SG.S%, mint..uo.uq‘.o. 8/-—

WANTS ZLISTS WELCOMED
APPROVAL SEIECTICNS

RFC- N@PS B.PA.

28 ,HILLSIDE ROAD,NORTHWOOD,Mddx,
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FOR SPECIALISED SELECTION OF
STAMPE (priced singly) OF
AUSTRALTA,BRELGIUM,CZECHOSLOVAKIA

EIRE,FRANCE ,HOLLAND,RUSSIA AND -
SWITZBRLAND

write to G. E CO OKE
11,WILTON AVE, WEST HARTLEPOOL.
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OUR CLUB ATTHE LONDON INTERN. EXHIBITION

In response to an invitation from the Chairman of the Executive Committee
of the London International Stamp Exhilition 1950, Sir John Wilson, Bt.,
the Hon.National Secretary, Mr.E.H.Spiro, tabled a motion at the meeting
» of the London Group Committee, held on Tuesday, March 1lst,1949, that our -
@lub should participate at the Exhibition, This motion was carried unani-
mously by all Committee members attending (Mrs.Rawnsley, Messrs, Harding,
. \ﬁﬂﬁf Mayston, Neville, Dr.Strauss, Spiro and Stratton).
J Rﬁnwé Subject to the allocation of frame space by the Exhibition Committee, it
B aakadend is intended . to show & collective exhibit of Switzerland in Group J
compiled by members of the Helvetia Stamp Club,
The Committee also approved unanimously Mr.Spirot!'s suggestion that our Club should give
every possible assistance and publicity to the London International Exhibition 1950, the
first great philatelic event in this country since the 1923 Exhibition. Our members will
be urged to co—operate by inviting their philatelic fricnds abroad to visit the London
BExhibition, and the Club is to organise group visits, especially for its members in the
Provinces. The London International Stamp Exhibition will be held from May 6th to May
13th in the Great Hall of Grosvenor House, Park Lans. There will be ten groups of general
exhibits &s follows: A) Great Britain, B) British Commonwealth (with 6 sub-divisions),
C)UeSehs, D) Burope (with seven subdivisions, including one for Switzerland,Spain and
Rumenia), W) Central and South America, F) Other Countries, G) Locals, H) General and
Thematic Collections, J) Combincd Exhibits by Philatelic Societies, K) Air Maill, and
two special Sections, for Young Collectors and for Postal History.,

Members who desire to enter individmal exhibits in the competitive sections, should
write to the Hon.National Sccretary for further details., As regards the Combined Exhibit
nf the Helvetis Stamp Club, fusther details will be announced in the next issuc of the
—~. wg Lettern,

N
P N
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MANCHESTER MEETING
FRIDAY, MARCH 11-th, 632pm.

DISPLAY "1882 ISSUES",BOURSE

LONDON MEETING
TESDAY, APRIL 5-th,53%pm.
TWO DISPLAYS,BOURSE EXCHANGE

THE P.T,T,PROGRAMME 1949

A NEW SWISS | ANDSCAPES SET

PRO-AERC STAMP -- CEBNTENARY SBT -- U.P,U,JUBILEE SBT

Switzerland is to have a new series of vostage stamps in the small

denominations - frrm 3 to 40 Centimes replacing the present L
- . 3 d
set. The Swiss fully realise the grea% importange of gos%ago s%gmggaggr

tourism propaganda, and f i
: o) ; ! Tor some time Cantonal authorities and tourism
organisations were asking for the inclusinn of designs depicting resirts

apd scéenery in their particular regions, argueing that the prescn
pictorials have had a long spell of oiréula%ion %in fact sigce 1936,with
the excevtion of the new 25 C design) and that it would anly be fair te
1nolude now other scenes. Their request was now granted by the postal
aut@oritles, and the new series will depict various new sﬁbjects.of '
Alplng beauty. The change in design will be accompanied by a change in
the size of the stamps, because it was felt that the present small size
dld'not provide sufficient scope for the artist. The new stamps will
tperefore be produced in the size of the Pro Juventute ,Historioal and
Eirmail stamps (24 by 29 wm, picture area 21 by 26 mm). P.T.O.
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Karl Bickel, who created the 1936/40 mstage stamps and many other of
the finest designs of Swiss issues, will once again be resprnsible for
the engraving of the new series. The new"Landscapes" will be issued by
and by during the next six months, replacing the small ones, but the
latter will remain valid until the considerable stocks are exhausted,

The Pro-Aere Fund (a corporation whose nbjeet is the eneouragement
cf aeronautic interest) will benefit from the issue of ancther special
PRO ABRO 1949 stamp, the fifth since 1938 (75 Centimes) -the others
having been issued in 1941 (1 F.),1943 (1 P.) and 1946 (1.5¢ F), which
may appear in time for the Aviation Provaganda Dav and "Triangle Flight"
on April 28th and 29th. So far its face value was net officially dis-
closed, but it is expected that it will be eithsr 1.5 F or 2 Francs,

In celebration of the centenary of the transfer of the postal autho-

- rity by the Cantons ¢n the "Bund", and the unification of the postal
~gervices under the Federal Government, a set of feur stamps (probably in
the usual denominations of 5,10,20 and 40 Centimes) will be issued early
this summer, 2,

It will be followed later in the year (probably in September) by an-
other short set in commemoratien ef the 75th-Jubilee of the Uni¥e 1
Postal Union, of which the cradle stood in Berne. It will be Swit®er -
land's third UPU set, the two others being these of 1900 and,l9§3“ﬁ§
. We understand from the P.T.T., +hat beth sets will be issued awpd‘sold -
at their face walue wi thout+ any surtax --adecigiof v ™
ought to be warmly commended. These twn commemcrative sets wiit e
duced in the large size, as used for the Railway series, thewiiation. ,
Fétes etc, Incidentally,the Natisnal Féte 1949 and the Pro Juventute
sets will, of course, appear as usual on June 15th and December 1st.
regpectively.

The.P.T.T.programme compares very favourable with these of other
countries, some of which -as for instance France- are determined ta mar
collecters' enjoyment by continuous, barefaced attacks on their pockets,
The French postal authotities have just announced a programme of some
70 to 80 stamps, many cof them of a highly speculative and entirely super.-
fluous character, with values up to 1,000 frs.,designed entirely for
philatelic purposes. The wise restrain of the Swigss P.7T.T, will result
in winning even more friends for Swiss philately,whn will be pleased to

add some new beautiful and finely produced items from their faveurite
country to their collections,

from our CORRESRENDENTS IF A CROSS APPEARS 1IN (7= ”

THIS SPACE,Y( TR MEMBER- if

PRO JUVENTUTE 1948 5-5 @ SHADE VARIETY. \ SHIP SUBSCRIPTION (5/-)

Qur Berne Correspondent reports amd subnit o FOR 1949 IS DURe. PLEASE o~
two distinct shades of this stamp~ reddish~ \\REMIT AT YOUR EARLIAST | o N
violet and greyish~violet,the first being QONVENIENCE. THANK YOU3 \=0—/—————.
the scarcer. ' ' ﬁnnunnunmmnmnmunnnnunnnnnmnmmnmmmulmq

T FIRST FLIGHTS ’cook' place on January 18 si GEORGE V’ AND MOD[RN FORE'GN E;

and 19th ~ the first from Zurich-Kloten to ~.
Rome—Athens—Cairo, the latter from Zurich to |, WANTS LIST VELCOI\{ED ]
New York (the original Swiss-USA flight was ! - APPROVAL SEIECTICNS, M
from Geneva) Special cachets were used. " . , "
T i o jdel] »
HIGH AUCTION PRICES IN SWITZERLAND " R IF@ N @PS , BPA EE

. 11 }
Our Zurich (and other) correspondents %ell 58 HTTTSIDE,ROAD,NCRTHWOOD,MAdx, !
me that SWJ"‘,BS . CIaSSlc? 4 ?uCh. as Cant(?na_'ls N R R R R R R R IR IR TR INIY
Rayons,Sitting Helvetia in fine condition, rrrrrrTxXXXXXXLXLXXXXXXXXXXIXXEXXX
but also some of the scarcer modern items

X . . X
are fetching record prices in suctions,which X Fog SpeCl?llieque%‘gofi?nsn%f }}g
offen oxccoed catalogue yuotations.Another % Stamps (priced singly e

proof that Stanley Gibbons Catalogue vrices § AUSTRALIA,BELGIUM,CZECHOE%LOVAKIAX
have little relation to the market situationX RIRE ,FRANCE ,HOLLAND,RUSSIA AND
NEW SWISS BAILWAY STAMPS, The Federal Rail X SWITZERLAND
ways nave just issued the following new starmmsyx wWrite to - . COOI‘(E
in the current design: 4 F yellow/black,20 ‘E‘§ 11,WILTCN AVE, WEST HARTLEPOOL,
brown/orange/black and 30 F violet/l.blugs XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

g&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&%
E\) SWITZERLAND OFFERS OF FINE EARLY CLASSICS &
| Y& " : ‘ 1854-62 in blncks,strips,pairs
P\ J.WoYEUEm ' Pro Juventute_ 1916,1 13:7 mint sets
% | 3,COMPTON RISE,PINNER,Mddx.I%ﬁFTI H C%& NIAT CQLIECTIONS fomf100

IebatataRatat

pwards.,W travel to view propertie
88 8888 &8 & & &8 Bele 8o 8o 8o BB BeBe&e 88 8eBeBee&eBoSofBele & & oS B & 8o 888 B b 888 8ol & & &edede

T ——
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HOW TO DETECT ZURICH FORGERIES

During the last few weeks I had to deal with two interesting cases of forgeries of these
stamps, One concerned a 4 Rappen Zurich entered —in good faith— by a member for the Club's
Postal Auction. It was a copy certificated by the Swiss expert Herr L.C.FsAsch,described
as "gemuine but thinned and rubbed", I had no hesitation to accept it for the amction at
the modest "reserve" of £16, relying on the certificate of a wWell known expert.However,
our member,Mr.E.Shurly of Elstree,who subsequently examined the stamp, proved to me beyond
doukt that it was a forgery. The stamp was,of course,withdrawn from sale. Another instance
that an accepted, respected and well-known expert can erres.

The other case was even more curious.A member in the Midlands acquired a 4 Rappen at a
public auction held by one of the “lgading firms of philatelic auctioneers'".He paid a
considerable amount for it,and then sent it to me for expertising. I recognised it at the
first glance of being a crude bogus ~nét even a forgery,but one of those dubious labels’
bearing in the corners the figures 1-8-4-3, which some 50 years ago wergl believe, dis -
tributed by a Swiss chocolate firm with their choco-bars, in the same manner as were,once
‘upon the time, cigarette cards in this country., That a firm of "leading auctioneers"
employs "lotters! sc ignorant of elemnetzmy philately is rather astonishing. The member
returnsd the stamp and asked for refund of his money and expenses, which the firm 4id with
many apologies.

These two cases showed that many advanced collectors are unaware that it is not too
diffionlt to detect forgeries of the Zurich issvues., As we sll know, the stamps have a
peculiar background of criss-cross diagonal lines in the form of lattice
work, There are five 3ifferent types,and the lines vary according to tyme
These lines are arrargzd in groups of four, with or without odd lines in
the corners, Starting to count the lines in the LEFY UPPHR CORWER and en- iy
ding at the RIGHT BOTIOM CORNER in one direction, and in the RIGHT UPPER kW . /
CORNER towards the LEFT BOTIOM CORNER in the other, we get a forrmla of il
six figures. This formula for Type I isy 2-15-2 3 0-16-0, which means Left top  Right
that there are two lines in the left upper corner, followed by 15 groups Fodd top WO
of four lines and two lines in the right bottom cormer,and, counting in lineg  odd lines
the other direction, no odd lines in the right upper corner,l6 groups of
four lines and no odd lines in the left bottom corner., -

The forrmla for the 4 Rappen The forrmla for the 6 Rappen
Type I 2-15m2 1 0-16-0 ' Pype I 2-15-2 ; 0-16-1
Type I1 0~16-0 :; 0-16-0 Type 11 1-15.3 ¢ 3-16-1
Type. III 0-16-0 : 3-~15-2 Type IIT 0-1553 : 2-16-3
Pvpe IV 3-15m1 ¢ 2-15-3 fype IV 0-16 O ; 1-15-3
Type V  2-15-2 : 2-15-3 Pype V 2-15-1-: 1-16-0

All genuine Zurich have a distinct hyphen between the word LOCAL -~ TAXE, the shading
to the back of the 4 is prefectly vertical and straight, there are itwo dots over the U
in "Zurich”,

Mr.E.Shurly kindly promised to describe the most dangerous forgeries in a separate
article,which I hope to publish in one of the next issues of the "News Letter", In -
neantime ~ good hunting with the help of the forrmlae, which will at least provide L
of fun, and,I hope, not too rmch disappointment,when you inspect your own ﬁreasur355v,
‘HoHeS

POST/—\ L AU CT‘ O N ’. All lots are offered on the understanding that they

AL B A s ey CB0 be returned if found unsatisfactory. Your bid should
BEntries of better ,class be slightly above the "reserve!",but a definite amount

stamps welcomed, 10% commission rmst be bid, Gnly successfull bidders will be notified,
U R R R R I R RN R N It R I T IR R RN R RN RN R RN N

We received from a Swiss friend a mumber of the rare 1955/57-'3‘- PERFORATHED CROSS OFFICIALS
for uale, Many rembers want them,and we thought it the fairest way to offer them in the
Postal Auction.If put into Exchange Packet booklets, they would probably be "snatched! by
the two or three manmbers at the top of the list, Prices are reasonsble;, considering the
market situation and high catalogue value,. '

Lot No. Description Lowest bid Lot No. Description M
C.Litho. .No.2 mi - ‘ int -
2 18 g EiRo %3$.§O.§ it g/- %g ig % Reﬁes§f§£§%§5¥igﬁgg 1%§§
3125 C " Zum.,Mo. 6 ?cat.lZF) 186 || A11 these are mint,but there are also
4135 C,Helvet.Z2.No.8,mint £1.-., - uilte a few fine uéed,MemBersmay end
2 28 g :: Zum.No.l(g (0.121;‘) 17?6 heir "wants" for these.
. Z.No.11l(cat 9% )m, 12/6 8 : : 44
7/1.20 F Arms,Z2.,No,16 mint 18/~ t R§D%§ @ﬁ? %?S%Aﬁfééfzgf%?ﬁ?ﬁﬁs._ -
811,50 F " 2.No.17, wint 18/~ || 19| 1934 NABA,rare Miniature Shgdh -.-
9/2 F. Arws,2.No0.18(c.14F)ufl.-.- | 20|5 Fr.Int.Labour Offiee,1923  22/6
%%)_ % 8.393982,1\%1};%19,‘1 %4?-— 21 |Prc Juventute 1915,min1?: pair 12/~
150 7 atto.out ooy 4/~ | 22| datto. 1916,complete mint  16/-
o,but ribbed P, 12/~ 1 23] dtto  1917.complete mint 18/
13]10° C Recess,Z.No.21y 10/~ | 221 atto.1917,3 g pca ~m@12 -
14{13 0. | Z.No.22zribbed 14/- |I55| dtto 5 é.gsg(07i’miﬁt '2/1
15125 ¢ Z.No.24z,ribbed 15/~ 1281 dtto. 1939 (G88/91),mint 3/ -

AR R R N R R IR R R TR R R R T R TR R IR R R LR T R R N N R R RN R N R R R NIRRT NI R R IR IR IR &
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SECRETARY =Z]M—me

NEWS LETTHER DOUBLE ISSUB. I am sorry that we missed an issue in February, but I have been
away from London for nearly three weeks, amd I am afraid that I shall be away again for
a week in March, reporting on a by-sle ction in the Nowth of England. Please,kindly keep
in mind that I am not a paid employse of the Club, and that I have to make my living other-
wise than by pursuing our philatelic hobby., I am already using a lot of my office tinme -~
paid by my newspapers employers — for Club affairsi ’
ZUMS TETN DICTIONARY AVAILARLE AGAIN, After rany months of waiting we recéived & small quo—
%o of this excellent 1ittle dictionary of philatelic terms (German-French-Dutch-Swedish~'
Norweglian—Danish~ENGLISH),which is indispenseble for all users of the Zumstein and other
foreign catalogues. Members who booked it & long time ago,will be supplied at once,others
should order the few remaining copies without delay. Unfortunately,owing to customs duties
and the rate of exchange, the price is higher by 3d.now,the Dictionary sosts 2/- & 1ld.posts
TOCHFR SOLDIERS STAMP CATALOGIE SUPPLEMENT 1949, has just =zppeared and lists some items

omitted from the catalogue and a number of new discoveries. Available at 1/6 plus 1ld posts
FUROPR FROM 1940 CATALOGUH. All collectors of foreign stamps should get this handy little
catologue, which is the only one which gives up-to—-date price quotations,especially of all
recent Swiss issues. It is a simplified catalogue, but includes in contrast 10 S.Ge. also
all Miniature sheets since 1940. We are distributing it at the publisher's price of 3/6,

SWISS CATALOGUESs We have a few copies left of the following:

lus 2d,postage,.

Zums fe In BEurope 1949 (22/6 plus 1s postage), Zumstein Switzerland and Liechtenstein 1949
(3/6 plus 3d post,.), Zumstein Switzerlard Specilised Handbook (15/6 plus 94 postage),
Swiss Airmail Catalogue and Handbook (15/~ and 64 postage), Mueller Switzerland and Liech~

i

“ein Semi-Specialised Cat.(reduced price 3/3 for the luxury edition), Lochers Soldiers
" cat.1914-18 war(6/6), Lochers Soldiers Stamps cat.1939-1945 war (10/6). Once this

) -5 _"stock" is exhausted there will be little chance to supply any of these catalogues.
“WELMAYSTON WINS FIRST PRICB FOR SWISS EXHIBIT, Our Member, Mr.R.L.Mayston —one of the

1live~wires on the London Group Committee— has won the First Award with commendations from
the Judge at the recent Air Ministry Philatelic Society exhibition and open competition
for a display of a small portion of his Swiss collection,limited to only six sheets, It
is interesting to note that no exhibits of Ge.Bs.and British Colonials were included in the
first five awards,although most of the Air Ministry PeS.manbers are collectors of these
couniries. Our. congratulations to friend Mayston for keeping Helvetia's banner flyingl
FOUR DISPLAYS IN &4 MONTH is probably a record for even such an ethusiastic philatelist
a8 Mr.G.F.Ellis, our distinguished mnomber of Rothwell and Vice-President of the Leeds P.S.
Mr.Ellis gave in February talks and displays of "Some Modern Switzerland"' to the philate-
lic societies of Bradford, Leeds, Hulifax and Wakefield., The displays limited to the
issues and varieties from 1938 to 1948 atiracted greatest interest and admiration,and

proved that there are more Swiss enthusiastsin Yorkshire than were expected.

¥r.Hllis's

display included a most comprehensive show of the Air Meil plate flaws, a fine range of
the Salvage sé—-tenant pairs and strips, miniaturc sheets and First Flight covers ~ and the
wh~le delightful presentation was beautifully written up, ‘

~~~ = LONDON GROQUTP

MANGHE STE R GRQUD

Hone.Secretary: BeM HAMILTON,
7,The Willows,Chorlton Ville, M/Ce 21

PRI AR MR R R PR PRI T IR AR R R A R A R e 0y

This Neww Letter is published just in
time to remind you tha$ the next neet

“err Aecretar?'r':",P.S“JEBAWON 60 ,Ragency Sts,SeWel

‘ZJ/HNIHHHHH! "HIHHH!H"""!’HHH! TRttt rn N
Another interesting meeting took place on Febru~

ary A% at the Church House,Westminster,at which
Mr.M.Neville gave a most instructive talk on the

U.PsU,1900 issues,of which he displayed some of

the gems from his highly specialised collection.

After the display, at a friendly "get-together,
which is one of the most successful features of
the London meetings, Mr.P.Stratton handed round
some Interesting items from his collection and
books and journals from his fiine philatelic

librarye. Many queries were discussed and solveds

The noxt meeting of the London Group will take
place on APRIL 5th,6,30 pe.m.at the Church Ho.,
Westminster,Great Smith st.,sl.w.l. A very fine
treat awaits members who are advised not to
miss this meeting, Mr.Moyston will give a talk
ond display on YTEN DECADES OF SWISS STAMPSY
{and we know that we can expect from him a good
tale and an artistically presented showhOur
member ,Mr.E.F. Hurt, the well-known expert on
postal history has kindly sent his famous colle
ction of SWISS HOTELPOSTS. As he has Jjust gone
to Switzerland, Mr.EeH.Spiro will act as proxy
and give the talk and display. 4 BOURSE and
EXCHANGE will conclude the meeting,and nembers

are asked to bring some good materials
. lllllllll!ll""HlillnnHﬂllﬂIHIMHH||l|!ll)tlllllllvltlllllltlHIHIHIIlIlllllnll"

ing will take place on Froday,March,lT,
at 6.20 pemeat the 01ld Whegtsheaf Hotel,
Mr.FeCeGysin will give a talk and show
his excellent collection of the 2v1082

ISSUES OF THR R2-15 { FIGURES I8sUms"
vhich will be followed by a BOURSEH.

The Manchester Group has "gone to it
in a bigz way. The nonthly meetings are
well attended and members come from all
over the Midlands and Yorkshire.it the
last rmeeting {on February llth), Mr.’
Burrows of Gatley displayed his comp-
lote collection of Pro Juventute in
blocks of four,and Mr.Hurt "Hotelposts!
both attracting greatest interest. ir.
Hamilton is going in May to the U.S.ls
and manbers of the Group will niss hinm -
badly untll his return later in the sum~
nere But the Group will be in the good
hands of Mr.Gysin,who kindly accepted
the chairmanship,snd Mr.Hopwood Sayer
who is the new Assistant Secretary,
%ﬁeﬁg‘ﬁﬁ? is going fron gtrength to
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=5, PRO AERO 1949 ISSUE

In support of the Swiss Pro Aero Fund, an institution whose object is the encourage-
mgnx of avietion and air defence, especially among the young people, the Swiss P.T.T.
will issue on March 11th a speciasl Pro Aero 1949 stamp of a face value of 1.50 F.

Although the stamps will be available at all Post Offices from this date until the
15th of May 1949, it will be valid only for two days ~ April 27th and 28th, end only
-+ paying postage for the special Pro Aero propaganda flights which will take place on
~~, ¥ two days between La Chsux-de~Fonds, St.Gallen and Lugano. The first special flight
.4 be on the 27th from Is Chaux-de Fonds to Lugano, the second on the following day
~.__<he opposite direction, with landing and mail take-in and delivery on both days at
SteGellen. In contrast to the normal usage, n 0 pre~cancelled stemps will be sold by
the P.T.T., and the special cancellation will be applied only to genuinely flown mail,
A special envelope and a bi-coloured officiel label will be used for the two flights,
and sold by the P.T+T. at a gecparate chargec.

The Pro Aero 1949 stamp will be in the usual large size of 41 by 26 millimeters,
depicting a glider 'planc in s symbolized representation of "aerodynemic buoyancy®,prin-
ted in two colours - violet and yellow -~ on white granite paper. The design, by Hans
Erni, engraved by Albert Yersin, incorporates the inscriptions "Pro Aero 1949" in the
right top corner, "Helvetia® in the Aght bottom corner, and the value "150" in the left
lower corner, The stamp was printed in @ combined recess and typographic process by the
PIT Stamp Printing Works in Berne. Thc sheets of 25 stamps have @ margin inscription
"Pro Aero 1949", marks of value, validity end plate numbers. A

, NEW I1SSUE SERVICE: We shall supply both mint and First Day Covers items after the
- 28th of April to sll members who ere subscribers of the Service. The price { includigg
the special cover, official label etc.,for flown items) will be probably 3s.6d. for
. entires and slightly less for mint stemps. '

e most BEAUTIFUL and the UBLIEST Swiss Stamps

_ One of our Swiss contemporaries, the "Schweizer Briefmarken Rundschau" arrenged some
time ago a compctition for its readers on the poser.which Swiss stamp is the most beauti-
ful, and which the ugliest one, Many thousands Swiss collectors took pert in the compe-
tition, and meny sent well-written essays giving the rcasons for their choice. However,
no single stampx received sufficient votes to qualify for either honour or contempt.
Opinion was divided, but efter sifting the many entries, the judges were able to draw
up a 1list of six of the most beautiful end siz of the ugliest stemps cshosen by the ma jo-
rity of the competitors. In fact, the BAIE DOVE of 1843, was chosen by an sbsolute
mejority as the finest of all Swiss stamps, but a large number of the competitors con-
fessed that they had never scen a flawless mint copy of the stamp, and were relying om
gither used copies or illustrations which they saw in books or catologues,

Here sre the twe lots oYosen, and most collectors will sgree with their Swiss colea-
gues. I should like to have your comments, end I shall be plecsed to publish letters on
this subject, if they do not meke & too heavy demend on space by being too long.

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SWISS STAMPS: =~ -~ = - AND THEIR UGLY SISTERS:
1. The Bale Dove of 1845 (Z.8, SG.B 1) Nearly 80% of all entries described the
2. National Fete of 1938 (Z.l, SG.387) "Salvage" stamps of 1942 (Z.254/256,SG.427)
3. 10 F. Pax of 1945 (z.274, SG.459) as the ugliest of all ugly stemps,in the
4. 5 F. Pax of 1945 = (Z.273, SC.4568) following order 1l)Itelian,2)German,3)French
5. Pro Aero 1944 (25th Anniversary,l.50 F - Then focllowed: 4) 5 C.Landscape 0f1934
stamp) (2.40, SG.444) (Lithogrephed,Z.195, SE.356)
6., Nationel Fete, 30 Centimes,of 1945 5) 15 ¢ Air Dissrmement,1932 (Z.16,S5G.349}

(2.29, SG.464] 86) 50 C. Pax of 1945 (Z.267, SG.452)

COC000CaGRa
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THE ZURICH FORGER/IFS  BY E.SHURLY

For this survey I have adopted the system of listing the forgeries devised by Ae. de
Reuterskiold in preference to that of Rev.R.B. Barde, becamse the former lists 48 against
Earée's 29, and althoughRouterskiold does not enter against his examples all the numbers
of Earéé, comparison gives me the information that all of Earde's have been provided by
Reuterskiold,

First, it is nccessary to give the description of the gemuine stamps:

They were lithographed on moderately thick paper, rule all over with fine red lines,
cither vertically or horizontally; these lines are alternately single and double., Down
the sides of the design are semi-circular ornaments, six whole ones and a half semi-:
circle on each side, the half being at the top on the left side, and at the bottom of
the right side. BEach semi-circle has threc pear—shaped dots in it, but each
half somi-circle has only one such dot in it. The background of the stamp
is formed by oblique lines in sets of four; the number and position of these
lines v a r y in the five types of each value. Type & of the 6 Rappen has
a stop after ZURICH, and Types 3,4 and 5 have a stop after CANTONAL TAXE.
There are two dots over the U in ZURICH in all the types, though they aremwt
very clear in Type 2 of the 4 Rappen, as the U is close to the top line of
the frame. Bach corner of the stemp is ornamented with five little square
dots forming a cross. .

It is not necessary for me to repeat the Tables of ‘the numbers of the oblique lines
as Mr.Ee.H.Spiro published them in his article in the February/March News Letter, but I
have to correct a typing mistake in the first number of Type I of the 4 Rappen. The
table should read 1-15-3, (not 2-15-2) R

It is necessary to repeat that Table 1 indicates the count of the lines from the linss
left hand top corner to the bottom right hand corner, and Table 2 indicates the count °
from righ% hand top corner to bottom left corner. Get this fixed well in your mind be~
fore making the comparison.

It would be rather too long to reproduce in full the various forgerles listed by .40
Reuterskiold, but I have been able to tabulate them, covering every variation of each,
and which will be found to be,sometimes,held in common by other forgeries. First I will
give the numbers of the lines in numerical order, and then deal with the other points
of recognition. The numbers after the 1;nes formla refer to Rsuterskioldts numbers.

———

ZURICH 4 RAPPEN _ ZURICH 6 RAPPEN.
Pable 1 . TPable 2 ' Table 1 Table 2

0-16-0 (ReNo,12) 0-15-0  {R+N0,9) 0-16-0 (R.N0.12,13) 0-15-0 (ReNo.9)
0-17-1 (ReNo.6) 0-16-0 (R.10,12,13,15) 0-%6-2 (R.No.18) 0-15-3  (R.No.4,12)
0-17-2 (ReNo0.1d,11) 0-16-2 (ReN0.6) 0-16~3 (ReNo.2) 0-160 (ReNo.14,15)
0-18-0 (ReNoela,lh) 0-17-0  (R.Nos1d,7) ! 0-17—-0 (R.N0s6,7) . 0-16-3 (R.No.2,6)
0-19-0 (R.No.le) 0-17-2  (R.No.11) 0-17-1 . {R.No.1d) - 0-17-0  (R.Jq,7,11)
0-20-2 (ReNo.1b) 0-1640  (R.No.1X) 0-17-2 (R.No.1l) 0-18-0  (ReNo.lkL
1-14-3 (ReNo.9) 0-18-2  (R.No,1f,5) | 0-18-3 [R.No.1lf,5) 0-19-0 (R.Ko.le)
1-15-1 . (R.No.4) 0-19-0 ({R.Na.le) 0-19-0 (R.No.le) 1-16-2 (R.3a,3b)
1-15-3 . (R.No.15) 1-15-3  (R.No.4) 0-21-1 (ReNo.lb) 2-15-2  (R.No.18)
1-16-0 (R.No.3b) 8-15-2  (R.No,14) 1-15-2 (R.No.l4) 2-16=0  (ReNo.13)
2-15-0  .(ReNo.17) 2-15-3  (R.No.3b) 2¢15-2 (R.No,10,15) 2-17~2 {Re.No.la)
2-15-2 . (ReNo.l3) = 2-~16-9  (ReNo.2) | 2-16-1 (R.No.3a,3b) =2-18-2 (Relc,8)
2-17-3 (R.No.1c,8) 2-16-3 (R.No.lg) 2-1820 (R.No.1lh) 3-15-2  (R.10,18)
3-15-0 (ReNoo14) 2-18-0  (Relc,8) 2:18«2 (R.No.1lc,8) 3-16-2 (R.No.1d)
3-15-2 {(ReNo.10) 3-15-3  (R.No.17) 3-14-1 (R.No.9) 3-16-3  (ReNo.lg)
3515-3 (ReNoo2) 3-16-2  (R.No.3a) 32150 (R.No.4) 3-16-1  (R.No.lf,B)
3.16-2 (R.No.1g,3a,7) 3-17-0 (R.No.la) 3-17-2 (R.No.la) 3-20-2  (ReNe.lb)

: 2-15-2 or 3-15-2,
Ia maklng comparlsons do not accept the matter as settled by just checking 4te lines
with the formlae of the two Tebles; inscriptions and other factors mist also be
considered. and in a folloW1ng article I will deal with these in deteil,
(To be continued)

&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&%&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&

&KED SWITZERLAND OFFERS OF FINE EARLY CLASSICS

1854 62 in blocks,strips & pairs,
jWYLULET* Prn Juventute 1916,1917 mint sets.
BRITISH COLONIAL COLLECTIONS
3,Compton Rise PINNER Middx., from£100 upwards.Will travel on
Telephone 7372 view worth while proyperties,
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FROM OUR CQRRESPONDENTS

SWISS PHILATELIC CONGRESS. The Swiss Philatelic Societies are holding a National
Philatelic Congress on June 18th and 19th at the Kursaal in Berne. Many hundreds of Swiss
collectors will attend, and prominent philatelists will give lec tures and displays.

There will be & large bourse, at which most of the leading Swiss dealers will take part,
Collectors of special cancellations will be interested to learn that the PeT.Te will in-~
stal an ambulant Post Office at the Congress, and that letters and postcards mailed there
will be cancelled with a special postmark, The Congress committee is Yo isse a "gouvenir—
sheet" (Price including a block of four of a current stamp,cancelled with the special
postmark 1.20 f.),and a special envelope (Price without stamp 20 Centimes).

BERNE POSTMUSEUM REOPENS. The famous Postrmseur, closed since December for major struc-
Tural work, will be reopened at the middle of April., The total area of the stamp depart-
rent was increased ky nearly two-thirds. Before the reconstruction 5,400 album sheets
were on show. henceforth more than 9,000 will be exhibited, and there will be many more
additions. Four new of the fine cabinets with 200 more sliding frames were added, and
altogether 108,000 stamps will be now on show. All members who are fortunate to spend
their holiday in Switzerland this year are strongly advised to visit Borne and its phila~
telic Mecca. ' ‘

AN ELUSIVE VARIETY. Our Berne correspondent reports that one of the most elusive modern
varie ties is that of the 80 C on 70 C brown and orange (S.Ge290 /va.riety not mentioned./,
Zunms tein 135 /variety No.4/) with the "open O" of the overprint. Alfogether 300,000 over-
printed provisionals were issued in 1915, and they were quickly replaced by the definiti-~
~~ 80 C stamp in grey and buff. The open O variety occurred only once in each sheet of

~ ~  thus only 3,000 existed altogether. Discovered rather late, most of these varieties
wes lost to philatelists, and the number in existence is believed % be small. Our corres
. _.dent says that the present catalogue price (18.,-francs for mint and 25.-frs for used
copies) is ouddated. The few copies offered now and then by dealers in Switzerland are
fetching at present rmch higher prices. Well,you may have one,hidden in your collection!

HELVETTA PHIL.SOCIETY OF AMERICA. We are now in touch with our sister-orgaisgation in the
United States. With groups in New York, Philadelphia and other cities, it is a very acti-
ve club € collectors of Switzerland and issues a lively publication entitled the "Helve—‘-
$ia Pulletin", Te society is arranging an exhibition next August in Philadelphis. It will
take place at the Philatelic Muaseur of Phila..delphia and more than 2,500 sheets will be

on show. . . )
The SWISS POSTAL CENTENARY gnd the U.P.U.ANNIVERSARY sets are expected to be issued in May.
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A1l lots are sold on the understanding that they can be
POSTAL AUCT‘ ON Ng4 re turned if found unsatisfactory. In this case postage

' and a small fee for insurance rmst be refunded. Please,
state Lot No.and give short description,when bidding.Only successful bidders will he noti
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+ of this rmonth's lots come from a rember in. the West Country who decided for personal
~~4 ns to dispose of his collection. There are no groat rarities, but the collection re-
-4 mts an almost cormplete "straightforward" range and all items are in fine condition.
s Mreserves" are very low.indeed, in meny cases only about half of the "market value'.

- -

Lot Ne. Description Lowest Bid Lot No. Description Lowest Bid

1 Rayon I, 10.C, fine used 7/6 18 1943 Geneva Miniature Sheed m. 7/6
2 Rayon I, 5 C bl/white,f.used 10/~ 19 1943 Zurich (small) Sheet m. 6/~
3 Rayon ITI,15 C. large fig.,feu. 10/~ 20 1943 Basle Miniature Sheet me. 7/6
4 1P, SG.44 and 2 R. SG.73, the 21 1943 Zurich "De Luxe" Sheet m. 12/6

latter has a thiming  25/- 22 1942 N.Fete sheet,used 7/6 ¢

5 gitting Helv.Imperf,various,used 2% 1945 War Relief Sheet,& SG.245/6 25/~

: scme scarce and nice copies 25/ 28 Berne Anniversary SG 426,complete
6 Tote-Boche pairs SG.268-3281, - sheet of 25,with variety 10/6

complete range,cat.£5 27/6 28 BALANCE of postagé issues from :

7  So-tenants,gutter pairs,etc., ‘ - 1862,5G¢76~132,138~55 | stps) 30/~

a nice range,used and nint - 20/= 26 BALANCE from 1907,Tell,Tellboy, :

8  ATRMATL SGe299,317-325,339-341, ‘ ‘ Helvetia etc. { 8 tamps) 15/~

mint & used, good condition 45/< 27 National Fetes,complete,1938/46,

9 dtt0.5G.349/51,362/67,306,433 17/6 also various modern pictorials,incl, -
10 dtt0.5G.415/22,441/4,425,466,472 22/6 Olympic,Railway,Jubilee,fine nint 40/~
11 dt%0,1947,8wissair-USA, FeDeCo 10/- 28 PRO JUVENTU®PE 1913-1916,the rare, 27/6
12 1939 Exhibition 8G«394/7,also in 29  dtto, 1917-1948,mainly used 50/ =

strips of 3,and 5G391/3,mint & w. 15/= 30 LEAGUE OF NATIONS, a fine range
13 1945 pPAX-set,cémplete, mint 55/~ from SG.LN1 1o LN 25,many scarce 42/~
14 Pro Patria Sheet and used set 12/= 31 dtto,later issues,to SG LN.63 BZA

15 1940 N.Fete Shest and n.set ‘ 15/~ 32 dtto, COUBRIER overprints,. 12/6
16 NABi~Minigture Bheet,also Land- - 33 INTERN4LAB,OFFICE,SG LB1-656 22/6

~ scapes SG.352/61 with tete~beds 60/- 34 dtto. various Courrier overpts. 7/6
17 - AARAU Sheet, Diarmarment set,Land~ ' Plecase turn to Page Four

scapes SG.371/9,with tete-beche 20/-



From THE Hon. NATIONAL SECRETARY (Mr.E.H,5PIRO,B.2, A,)

111, Bushey Road, Rawvnes Park, Londnn, S.W.2n

NATIONAL COMMITTEE AND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Preparations for the constitution of the
National Cormittee which will determine the general policy of the Club and supervise such
centralised services as the publication of the "News Letter", the Exchange Packet Branch,
the New Issue Sorvice, Literature Service and the Experts Cormittee, leaving the arrange—
ment of local meetings, displays, bourses etc. to the self-governing regional and local

. Groups, are well in hande. I hope that we shall hold our Annual General Meeting in Scptenm-
ber, at which the new President of the Club will be ele.cted. A prominent figure in Swiss
philately in Britain has been invited to accept this office.

The existing local Groups are going from strength to strength and we hope that at the
beginning of the new season three or four new local groups,including Scotland and Exeter
will be in existence. “
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1949, All members whose subseription was ‘due (as indi IF THERB IS
cated by a cross in the two recent News Letters, are urgently requested ‘A CROSS HERE
to remit. Delays are causing only additional work and postage expenses in '
sending out reminders. Thanks to all who sent their subscription, and here
are just a few instances from letters - all quite unsolicited! ~ which TOUR SUB.FOR
acconpanied the 5 bob Postal Orders: _ 1949 ( 5/~ )
"L am very proud of my membership of Helvetia,which I consider an elite ISIUBNOW

Club...and I think the News Lotter alone well worth the subscription..." S =—=—==x

, ' ' John Graham, Bradford, Yorks.

"I am getting a great deal of enjoyment from Helvetia..." J.H.Elliott,Langcross,Surrey.
WANTS LISTS. We received from the well-known Swigs dealer,Herr P,Lochep
a fine selection nf mndern material for sale %o members,"Wants" »f th
follewing issues can be now (fairly) quickly executed:Airmails, National
Petes,Pro Juventute 1913-48,most League of Nations (except the high val.)
Nfficials with perf.and overpr.Cross,and snrme of the earlier issues,both
mint and used.The sele_ction is reasonably priced according to Zumstein
quotations,Members shnuld keep in mind that mnhst S,G.prices are nutdated,
A HELVETTIA CLUB CREST, Our distinguished member.Mr,Thos,Langley,of Torquay,founder-Presi-
dent of the Sidmouth Phil,Sty. designed a fine crest for our Club, which we shall try to
\rgpgoduce in the next "News Letter". Our best thanks to Mr.Longley for his little master-

108CQ0a : i .
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Hon.Secretary: PeStratton,60,Regency St.S.W.1 |RPOSTAL AUCTION ‘

NN RN R NNy , R . Y.
Lot No. Description Lowest Bid

The last meeting of this season took place on

April 5th. MreR.L.Mayston was ele cted Dby . 35 Int.Bductaion Office,nice _

scclamation to the vacant Chairmanship,a wise| - collection’ 2'7/5

choice because he is one of the keenest Lon- 36 Health Congress,compl. mint 20/~
.

don nmembers and proved his efficiency as one
of the most conscientious cormittee merbers. -
1% was a pleasant camncidence that the new

37 Int.Labour Office,2 f.(Arms) .
on SMOOTH paper,cat.60,-frs. 20,

chairnmen gave a talk on "Ten Decades of Swiss 38 dtto.l.50 f,on SMOOTH paper 5/~
gtarps",followed by a display at which nenbers 39 League of Nations,3 ¥ red 15/~
had opportunity to admire the artistic writing 40 dtto 5 F blue (Al} threg 55/
Upe Mr.E.H.,Hurt, the well=known expert on Pes—| 41 dtto 10 F green vefine}) = 67/6 .

tal history,sent his fine eollection of Hotel| 42 PRO JUVENTUTE 1913-1948 completg . . _
posts,but was unable to attend.Mr.E.HeSpiro : glz?.ne used collection 2

3 IR R K R R R IR IR NIRRT R RIRIR IR NI R AR i py
acted as his proxy and gave a short talk on :',

the reasons and purpose of these interesting y GEGRGE W AND MODERN FURE!GN "
semi-officials., The meeting expressed its " WANTS LIST WELCOMED M
special thanks to Mr.Hurt for the fine treat., ‘ IS L  CRTI C‘T NS "
A bourse concluded the successful meeting. i: APPROVAL SEIECTIONS, :a
NN E R EEEE R EE NI I E I S S R S RS S I R ' " f i I
i st REC NOPS sea |
Hon.56C BeleHarilton, 7, he Willows,Chorl ton o ' " raae |

Viile onchester, 521 ’ i 28,HILLSIDE RD, ,NCRTHWCOD, Mddx,
R R R A LR R (TR TR AR TR TR R TR TR R IR EA AL R R R IR A LR AR

U R R R R R R R KL

Mis month's nmeeting took place on April 8th %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

and the report was not yet to hand when the .
NeL.was published. Messrs,.Hopwood-Sayer and Tor SPECIALICED SELECTICNS cof %

Burrows have now joined the committee,and for% ‘gtamps ( priced singly ) of

the next 2 months Ur.Hopwood-Sayer will depu~4f \yampaTT4,BRLGIUM,CZECHO SLOVAKIA,
tige for Nr.Hurdlton,who is visiting Aueriod.d “pypm FRANCE ,HOLLAND ,RUSSIA AND
PROPOSED GROUPS TN LEE D S i: SWITZERLAND

‘ : 4 S e A . ‘

A number of merbvers in Yerkshire. desire to i? write to G, E«; %g%ﬁ%OL
establish a Group of the Helvetia Stamp Club /9 11,WILTON AVE., W& . ‘
e O e oo tar i Spiro.  HAMIAAIAABIAMIAIIASIAAATAIAAATI
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g Mo«5/6 (Third Volume) Edited by H. H. SPIRO, BePshe May / June 1949

THE Ot OF SEPTEMBER...

should be marked in the calendars and diaries of all our members as H-Day ... for
. Helvetial! On that day we are to hold our ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in London,

At this meeting the new Constitution will be laid before members, One of its main
points is the change of the club's name to HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, aelready appro—
ved by the London and Manchester Groups. The new name will accentuate the non--prof1to
making character of our collectors! association.

At the meeting members of the National Committee will be nominated, whose task w:.ll

to administer the Society's affairs in future.

Ve are pleased to amnounce that the London Group Comrd ttee, supported by many members

_‘the Provinces will nominate Miss Winifred Penn—Gaskell as our Society's first Honora~

\fy President. Thore is hardly a need to introduce Miss Penn-Gaskell to our readers.
She is one of the most distinguished philatelists in this country, one of the very fow
ladies who are Fellows of the Royal Philatelic Society, an honorary member of the Swiss
herophilatolic Stcicty and many other philatelic orgenisations. Hor collection of Swiss
airmails is world-famous, For tho last 25 years Miss Ponn~Gaskell gathered the highest
honours and awards at all international exhibitions, most recently the Grand Prix and
Prophy at the “"Imaba",Basle 1948, and s Gold Medal at the "Citex" at Paris 1949,

Miss Ponn—Geskell has most kindly consented to attend our Annual General Megting and
to give a display of parts of her unique ®wiss collection, which have never before been
shown in public, She is travelling from Devon 1o London for this purpose,
© Wo trust that syrory member will make an effort to attend this meeting, which will Dbeé
be the curtain-raiser for meny new activities of our fellowship in 1949/50. It is inten~
ded to have a social got-together and a dinner after the meeting, and we hope that vory
many members in the Pravinces will be able to visit London on that day and meet fellow-
mombers and the Committee. Further deteils of the arrangements will be amcunced in
*hg next issue of the "News Letter", which will also contain the new constitution.

P

~ THE UPU. ANNIVERSARY

Seventy five years ago the first international treaty was signed at Berne, establi-
ghing the Universal Postal Union. In commemoration of this event, which completely
changed the postal relations between the nations of the world, all postal authorities
have or are @ing to issue special stamps this year. The Swiss PeTeT. was one of the
first, and the attractive set of three stamps, issued together with the set celébrating
the centenary of the Swiss federal postal administration, has already found its place
in our collections,

p Switzerland was a llttle ahead of the acmal date, when issuing the set, because
the celebrations took place in Berne on May 27th, Whllst the actual date of signing the
treaty was the 9th of October,1874, The initial conference, lasting fifteen days,
was held in the 0ld State House in Berrie, which now bears a memorial tabliet reachng,

"The Universal Postsl TUnion was founded horein on the 9th of October ]9234"
historic building figures on two stamps which Switzerland issued in 1 5 Cotimemo—
rate the 50th anniversary of the Treaty, In their excellent little book on "Stamp
Anniversaries", the well-known philatelic authors, L.N. and M,Williams, give an inter
esting account of the many efforts for international postal co-operation, which were
crowmed with success in 1874, _

Nowadays, when sending a letter abroad enteils no more then the affixing of a 34,
stamp. to the envelope, it is hard to realise that seventy-five years ago internatio-

‘nal correspondence was both complicated snd expensive. Owing to widely differing
rates in various countries it was of ton difficult,if not impossible to calculate the
smount of postage payable on letters for each pa.rt of their journcy, and often it
was impossible to. prepay the postage over the whole routc. Added to that were the
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difficulties arising from the fact that most letters could be sent by several routes.

Although a few tentative suggestions had been made from time to #ime by various postal

authorities,one of them as early as 1811, it was left to Montgomery Blair, Postmaster

General of the United States, to suggest in August 1862 that an international conference

should be called. Several countries agreed, and the conference was opened on May 1lth,

1863, at Paris. Delegates of 15 states drew up thirty one articles as a basis upon which

a future conference were to work, But five ycars elapsed before any subs tantisl progress

was made. It was Horr Heinrich von Stephan, the Postmaster-General of the North Gorman
Confederation, who outlined the scheme for the formation of an international postal union.

The Prusso-French war camused anothor delay, md it was not bofore 1873 that it was agreed

to hold a meeting of the world!s postal administrations at Borne.

At last, on July 1s5%,1874 tho delegates met. After initial discussions,the conferctice
adjourned until September,and at this meeting ths four mein principles were adopied:—

1, ™at a common regime should be accepted throughout the postal service of the

world, to be regulated by & treaty between the govermments;

.2+ That the right of transit by land and sca should be guaranteod by each country;

3. That the responsibility of providing for the transmission of mails should rest with
the country of origin,all the internediate services used by the country to be paid
for at a fixed rate and according to periodical statistics of traffic;

4, ™at each country should keep all its postage collections on both paid and unpaid
letters,so as to dispense with tho large number of detailed international accounts,

At tho third meeting on October 9th, the convention was signed. The international
rostage rates woere fixed at 25 Gold Contimes for single-weight letters,half that emount
for post cards,and between 5 and 11 Contimes for printed matter not excecding 2 ounces.,—
It was resolved thut the Union should come into force on July 1s+%,1875, but Prance de-
clared that she would be unable to Jjoin until the lst of Jamuary,1876. But,at last,the
Postal Union was born. The area of its jurisdiction was nearly three-quarter-of a million
square miles, with & population of 375,000,000+ These figures were vastly increased in
the first year of the Union's existence, for India snd the French Colonies soon applied
for membership, By 1878, when the second oongress was held in Paris, most Buropean states
hed become members,they were joined by the South Americen republics,the Aslatic countries
end soon the Union embraced every part of the world. At the ¢congress at Washingbon,in
1896, it was decided that the stamp representing inland post-card rate should be green,
that for the inlend letter red,and for the foreign letter blue, Until 1918, this rule
w rigidly observed, but the subsequent currency fluctadtions led to the regulations
being honoured more in the breach than in the observance. '

Berne, the cradle of the Union, became the headquarters of its world office, which is
housed in a handsoms building, A monument ~ depicted on the Swiss commemoratives
issued last month ~ was errected in the Swiss capital on the occasion of the Unlon's
silver jubilee, The Swiss Postmaster General is the present secratary general md highest

 executive of the Union, which next t the International Red Cross was the only inter—
national institution which continued its peaceful work throughout two major wars,

THRER SPECIAL POSTMARKS FOR THE ANNIVERSARY AND CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

on May 27th three "Acts of Remembrance" took place at Berne in commemoration of the
Cen tenary of the Federal Postal Administration, end the 76th Anmiversary of the Univer-
sal Postal Union respectively. at which the eighty delegates from the postal authorities
from a1l the world over. took parts Great Britain was represented by Sir David Lidbury,
the former Assistant Director Gemeral,G.P.0. These "fcts", which were part of the jubilee
celebrations which included a two days session of the Post Congress,visits %o Lucerne
and Alpenachstad and an excursion by postal motorcoaches, took place before the UePeUs
Monumen t &t Borne snd at the old "Zeughsus",the building where the first meeting of the
signatories of the convention took place in 1874, and also for the celebration of the
Swiss Centenary,at the Borne Postal Miseum. At each of these places a special Post
Office was installed, and speciall cancellations used  for letters posted at the three

“ places between 8 a.meand 7 pmes on May 27th. We have a number of envelopes and souvaqir"

&

N

1sheots with these unlgue cancellations and members interested should inquirs at onces
&33&3&&&&2&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& :
FOR SPECIALISED SELECTIONS of stamps (priced sirigly) of o

AUSTRALIA, BELGIUM, FRANCE, CZRCHOSLOVAKIA,RIRE, FRANCE, HOLLAND, RUSSIA
and SWITZERLAID :

\J\& #rite %o GC.E.COOKE ‘mansmsor
&

e B A T M L L T LI T 2
/‘Eﬁ SW’TZERLAND ~ QFFRRS CF FINE EARLY CLASSICS
" v o ' 1854~62 in blocklsésfrigsmggc}c gg%gs
L‘H oWOYIEOUIEEET Pﬁﬁ;%%‘éﬁ“égﬁgﬁ& C’)OBLEC’IT:ILONS ’
{. 3,compron RISE, PINNETR , Mx. fromf£ 100 upwards, Will travel to
‘ Tel,Pinner 7372 view worth while properties.
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THE ZURICH FORGERIES & £ SHURLY

(Conclusion)
In making comparison do not accept the matter as settled by just checking with Teble 1,
as Table 2 must also be checkMed,as well as Inscriptions,Frames,Corners etc., The following
characteristics of the forgeries will beCpome apparent after some experience,

INSCRIUTIONS ' " CORNERS:

Top iuscription too large (Forgery No.2) 1—-8—-4—-5_'5.'5—'51?3' four corners ({la,lb,lc,ld,
B. $tom inscription too small (No.ll) le,1f, 18‘:111-)

U of Zurich too narrow (No.2) 18-43 in the lower corners (2,Za,3b)

Two dots over U of Zurich (No.2,10.) 1843 too large (1lh);1843 erased (No.5,8) °
Two stops after Zurich (No.7) 1843 orased, replaced by vertical and hori-
Local Taxe too large (No.l7) gontal lines,dot in centre of four

X of Taxe projects below (No.1l3) triangular projections (No.5)

T of Taxe projects below (No.l3) - Corners are rectangles (No,12)

No hyphen between Local and Taxe (lc,1f,5,6) Roctanglos in corners too small (Mo.l7)

No hyphen between Cantonal & Taxe (1lc,6,8) |Upright rectangles lower corners (No.l7)
Stop after Local Taxe (la,lf,lh,5,10,12,15)|No dots in upper corners (No.3a)

Sto; after Cantonal Taxe (la,lf,1lh,5,10,12)|No dots in ey corners (No.3a)

FRAMES ' : BACKGROUND LINES

Seven end one-half semi’circles on right (No.,ll) group of four lines too close (lb,lc)
Seven and two half semi~circles on right (1d,lg) Too many background lines (Foelc,8)
™ght semi-circles on left (No.ld,lg) Very fine background lines (No.lc)

—~ ~~ 'ht semi-circles on wight (No.ll)

- ht ad a half semi-circles on left (No.ll) RED LINES
s Jgh‘b md two half semi-circles on left (Nol.ll) No red lings (o.la) -
‘Semi~circles at bottom (No.4) Red lines 4mm apart (No.6)
Semi-circles twice as wide (No.3b) Rod lines 1 mm apart (Noula)
Half semi~circles with 2 dots (No,3a,3b) Lines forming double red lines,not
Half semi-circles on top with 2 dots (No.}O) close enough (No,10)
Half semi circles on top left 2 dots (No.6,12)
Half sani circles bottom right,comme & dot (6) FIGURE IN CENTRE
Left frame o wide (No.l2) Inner curl of 6 straight to body,
No vertical frames in side frames (No.4) not down (No.la,lb,lc,1d,le,lf,lg,
1h, 2, 3, 4, 5)
DENSITY: oo light (No.le), PAPER: STAMPED
Much too dark (No.lb)  Whick glace paper (No.l4) 'Facsimile! (No.13)

IMLTATIONS  poor imitations (lc,4,6,14), Photo lithographic imitation (No.l6
Dangerous imitations (No,3a, 3b, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16)

When examining the Zurich issues, first check the line numbers with the genuine as

n in the introduction to this article. Then check the line numbers of the forgeries,

- 1 the two Tables. These are the most important checks, but you should follow them up
/ﬂecklng the other features as given sbove, * *

P T T I I Y

NEW ISSUES CH/?O/\//CZE

We give below a detailed description of the recent new issues for those manmbers who like
to have a complete "writing up" in their albums, -

PRO AERO 1949, 1,50 francs, violet and yellow,on white granite paper, size 41 by 26 mm,,
Designod by Hans Erni,Lucerne, engraved by Albert Yersin, Bougy-Villars, Valid on two days
‘only,April 27th and 281zh,for the propaganda flights betweam th¢ following towns (and
‘¢encelled accordingly in gix different ways) La Chaux-de~Fonds - Lugatio, La Chaux—de—Fonds
«~ SteGallen, St.Gallen-Lugano, SteGallen -~ La C‘haux de Fonds, Lugano ~ St.Gallen md :
Lugmo-La Chanx de Fends,

FEDERAL POSYT CENTENARY. 5 C. (Posthorn,grey~yellow-red), 20 Co (Mail coach drawn by five
horses, violet,yellow,grey), 30 C. (Postal motor-coach, brown,yellow, grey)e Designed by
Worner Weiskoenig,St.Gallen,printed in roto-heliogravure by Courvoisier.

 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION: 10 Ce (Main motif of the monument of

the U.PsUs at Berne, green,light green), 25 C., {(Globe enlaced by scroll, red and bright .
red), 40 C. (Globe hovered asbout by five pigeons eymbolising postal unity, blue mad light
blue). Designed by Hans Thoeni,Berne, printed by Courvoisier, in roto-heliograwure.

All six stamps are of the size of 41 by 26 mm,size of picture being 38 by 22,5 mm,

printed on white granite paper from four cylinders (A to D), 25 sta.mps per sheet.

The two sets are valid untll 31lst Docember 1949 md sold u_n'hll then,untLl stock lazsts,

NATIONAL FETE 1949 5 ¢, (Postwan delivering letters, reddish-violet mad red), 10 C.
Farm House in the Jura of Basle, green,chamois emd red), 20 C.(House in the Canton of
Lucerne, brown,chamois snd red), 40 C.(House in Practtigau, dk,blue,light blue, red)

The 5 Cels designed by Willy Koch, engraved by Karin Lieven,and printed in recess by the
PTT Printing Works,Berne, the 10 C.designed by Fritz Deringer,the 20 C. by Hans Zaugg,and
the 40 C by Willy Koch,all printed by Courvoisuer an white gra:ite pmper from 4 cylinders. -

ere is the usual surcharge of 5 C for the lowest and 10 C each for the three other values,
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"FROM THE HON.NATIONAL SECRETARY  |ir THERE IS & CROSS HERR

""”"""""”"H"”"”"""""""'"""""""H""”""" frtertt et ettt arer oot er ettt en et eI O Y YO.UB SUBSCRIPMON IS HIE
APOLOGIES FROM AN INVALID, Plosse remit. |

The issue of this 'News Letter! amd general correspondence were delayed during the last
fow weeks owing to my illness. I have been in indifferent healfth since last winter, suffe-
ring from recurrent bouts of very painful fibrositis, aggravated by a series of colds,
the most recent of which caught me right and proper at the end of last month. Having pro-
mised to attend the "end of season! meeting of our Group in Menchester,I travelled there
inspite of high temperature, snd arrived home in a wretched state. An inflamation of the
Bustachian tube with profuse suppuration rendered me practically deaf snd nearly blind
for days. I am afraid that mmy letters remainded unenswered, although my wife (normally
not too kindly disposed towards things philatelic), my son,and members of the London
Committee did their best to help, I am most grateful to all those members who showed
leniency and patiently waited for the new issues which got badly delayed. A few members
were less considerate, and this brings me to the problem of

THE YSOMETHING (AND EVEN A LOT) FOR NOTHING MEMBERS".

These are the not so nice fellows who think they can write rude letters because some
of their whims were dot dealt with at once. Significantly, they belong to the—category of
members who ask the silliest questions such as "My Swiss collection is now 7% stamps
str ong, Will you tell me, by return of mail, how much it is worth " and forget even the
little word '"please". Others just think the Oomm:.ttae members (including yours truly) who
for years have given all their spare time and quite a few of their pennies (and also
shillings and £v !) in the service of the club, can be ticked off like schoolboys.

These members, whom I visualise entering a tobacconist's shop cap in hand end esking —~ __
VHERY politely for their packets of twenty for 3s.6d., think they can order zbout their.
voluntary helpers, because they paid five bob to the club sometime in 1948, and have
never done anything for the club gince, but have been most insistent to get every facili-
ty provided free of charge, One of these nice types , whom I met at Manchester and told
what I think sbout this attitude, tendered his resignation, which was eagerly accepted,
It seems the Club got a bit too large, znd a few more similar decision from people who
cannot fit in, will be quite welcome at this end.

OUR NEW CONSTITUTION AND ELECTION NOMINATIONS

The next issue of the "News Letter", to appear in August,will gensist of eight pages and
contain the new constitution which will be laid before the A.G.M.on September 9th, The
draft is an excellent piece of work, provided by Mr.Hopwood S a yer, a golicitor by
profession, who is Assistant Secretary of our Manchester Group. Mr.Sayer succeeded in
putting a lot of necessarily legalistic stuff into a beatifully and clearly written text,
which,I am certain,is a model of rules for a philatelic society. We were very fortunate
in ha.v:.ng his great agais tance (quite free of solicitort's fee 1}) and I hope that members

will have an opprortunity to thmk him in

FROM QUR CORRESPONDENTS  person at our anmal meeting in September.,
nmnmmmumlhmnmmmummmmnnmmummmmmm In the mean hme I appeal 1o members to ser/\

"PRO AERD 1949" PLATE FLAW, _ in nominations for the National Cormittec, .

Our Berne correspondent reports a flaw in’ including those for the Hon.Nc.tlonal‘.Secrti;.—
Sheet I (l7th stamp) of this issue,consist- fary, Hon.Treasurer,Hon,Packet Superinten-
ing of a vertical line through the 5 in 150 Jont and 15 members. of the cammiftbee,

The line is sbout 3 rm long and gquite dis~' We Want a really 'nation-wide" represeitationm
tinct.I% does not occur rn the other cylin- OB e comm:.ttee,which should be not a purely

der (II). London affair,
NUMBERS ISSUED - ZUMSTEIN 1949 CATALOGUES. These will be pub-
- lished in Septamber and will be ain the
The PTP snnounces the followlng figures of g
stanps lommoed in 1088 o oo HUROPE Catalogue md the small SWITZERLAND

Olympic Games: 5 Ca 1,362,473, 10 Cents. and Liechtenstein Catalogue. The first at
1,572,675 20 C. 1,345,784; 50 C. 1,205,017 220ut 15/~ tho latter at about 5/~ I chall
JubilBe: -6 Cu 5.,038,67, 10 C. 15,989,627 be pleased fo have advanced bookings soon,so
W;%B,W?-' 30’0.’ ‘5,995,287’ i * that I know how many copies mst be ordereds
Pro-Juventute: 5 C. 5,460,652; 10 €entsi— LONDON GROUP BIG PROGRAMME FOR 1949/1950

5,463,927, 20 Ce 4,492,453; 40 Cs 1,609,366, The Group activities in London and Manchester
The Olympic Gemes,especially those used with came to an end at the beginning of the summer

the special St.Moritz cancellation should ~ but the London Group Cormittee has zlready

prove atgood property" in the long Tun, devised a very ambitious programme for the
TR NEW LANSCAPES SET nex¥% season. There will be meetings in October

- " November,December;February,March, April,May

- and June, including a film-show "Beafiful

Switzerland" arranged by our Cormittee-Momber
Mr.Harding of the Swiss Travel Buresu, many

interes ting displays, a "Beginnerst Night",

three auctions etc, Pull details will be .
published in the nex$ issue of the News Letter

Qur Berne Correspondent says that there is
no news yet about the new Landscapes set
and the proposed new high values. The PIT
was so far kept busy with the various new
commenoratives,but it is expecied that the
new postage set will appear later in the
yoar and that designs are being examined,
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE .

ANNUAIL GENERAL MEET ING

will be held on FRIDAY, the 9th of September,1949, at 6-psm, at the
CHURCH HOUSE, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London,S3,W.1 (Committee-
room No,4, Ground Floor),

AGENDA: 1., Alteration of Rules of the association.
2; Blection of QOfficers and Members of the National Committee.
3, Report, and 4, Miscellaneous

- ?ter the business meeting there will be a display by Miss Winifred E,
~Penn-Gaskell, FRPSL,, who was unanimously nominated as our new President.

Miss Penn-Gaskell will show for the first time in public parts of her
famous collection of Swiss Airmails, She kindly promised to display more
material than she actually did at the IMABA-Basle, last year and at the
CITEX-Paris,last June, where on both occasions she was awarded the Grand
Prix and Gold Medals,

This unique display should alone be a sufficient attraction forevery
member. But in view of the important agenda for the short business
meeting which will precede the display, it is imperative that every
member should make a special effort to attend the meeting,

Members visiting London and requiring accomodation may write to the
London Group Secretary,Mr.P.Stratton,%60,RegenCy St.,8.,W,1) who will
assist them in securing inexpensive hotel accomodation, ,

CPLEASE, VOTE! =

‘ST.isbmontHJ 'ge%grLetter%.ig @%V%te@ almogttﬁntirely to c%ﬁb %us%—
= Se.lMaybe some men s ma ind i oring,an ey may miss e features
A Thotls which interest tgem more than thé 'formafistgc'matters,

: - But this issue of the 'News Letter' opens a new_era for cur fellow -
“orip, After more than two years of a rather informsl existence, our club
hag achieved maturity and on September 9-th will present itself to the
philatelic world as a well organised and strong body of collectors under
a more ambitious name, and headed by one of Britain's most distinguished

philatelists, »

Enclosed is the Ballot_Paper, Please make use of it., A_postal ballot
was chosen to-enable a 1 1 members, including thoge unable to attend
the A,G,M,_to take part in the_election of the new Committee,.

: Since I founded the club, I received much encouragement and friendly
support from members., On occasions there wasg also orlflclsm, and as 1long
as_it was constructive, it_was as_welcome as the bouquets you sent me,
Today I am appealing to all friends, known and unknown, to extend their -
support to the new Committee by completing and returning the ballot a¥er,

Great and ambitious plans await the approval and consideration o he
the new Committee, Our Society, it is proposed, is to be affiliated to
the British Philatelic Association., We shall take part with a combined
exhibit in the London Intern,Stamp Exhibition 1950. An Expert Committee .
to which distinguished philatelists, including Colonel H,de Watteville,
E,F.Hurt, E,Shurly, Dr,X,Strauss, H.G.D,Gisburn,Dr.P,Wolf and others are:
to be invited, is %o;be set up. hitoar existing services, especially
the Exchange Packet Branch,are to be expended and 1mproveé. A library
ig to be established, In short, the Helvetia Philatelic Society, already
under its o0ld name the largest specialised collectors organisation in
this country is to become a model for all philatelic associations!

The Committee members will do their job, But theg rely upon your
coeperation and your enthusiasm., A small token of this.-will be your
message of support expressed through the ballot, E.H.S.

Tng Bo¥) 1oaug,of fho lgye etter wil) be pubiobel.cn SepigrLer, 0%
) i ai rogr e
ﬁﬂﬁcgﬁ%%EﬁonGgéﬁps Sur%ng ghggseason 1949/50,§nd the usual Teatures,
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS

PRO AERO 1949 starmp was issued in a comparatively very linmited number - only 235,854 copies
as the PeTeTe now official ly dischses. The stamp was valid on two days only for the special
Propaganda flights on April 27th end 28th, and only 72,123 letters and cards were carried
betweon La Chanx—do-Fonds,St.Gall and Lugano, Whilst opinion may be divided ns regards the
nerit of such "gspecial gtamps", it is obvious that every Switszerland collector will desire
to include this item into his collection. We are glad to have been able to offer flown
letters to all our nmembers who required these, at a price which was rmch below the one
now being asked by dealers not only in this country, but also in Switzerland,

PeTeTe STIOPS CROOKED SPECULATION. An insidious attempt at fleecing collectors was stopped
in tinme by the Swiss postal authorities. 4 "syndicate" of speculators,who,as nesarer hone,

are naking from time to tine also Switzorland unsafe for philatelists, tried to "corner" the
total issuc of the 25 Centimes U.P.U.stanp,vhich appeared in June. Bmploying & fleot of

cars the honchnian of the syndicate visited practically every Swiss post office,including

gven small mountain villages and bought up every available copy of the stamp, Within a fow
days prac tically the whole issuc of this value was sold out. The iden was to nake the starp

a sor$ of rodorn rarity and to dictate the price of this stamp to both dealers and collectors,
who, taken by surprise,had no time to complete the set. A few days later the shady gzontlemen
offered sheets of the 25 Cs ot double face to dealers — most of whom quwito rightly refusadto
fall for the swindle and brought their cese before the PeTeTs With commendable specd the PIT
ordered the printing of a gecond emission vwhich was issued within a few day,and so efficion tiy
printed that thero was not the slightest difference in shade or inking fronm the first one.
All post offices were at once supplied again end the speculators werse left to hold the baby — -
& fow hundred thousand coples of the 25 C. which they are now trying to get rid of by pedes
the stamps in hotels, as the value represents the postage for postcards for abroad, for wh
therc is a large demnd emong foreign tourists,who send picture cards home. In an attempv at
getting their money back, the duped speculators are even offering the stamps below face,which
punishmen t serves them right. Bvery genuine philatelist will be grateful to the PeT,T.!

DISCOVHERY OF 'SPECIMEN' COPIES. The firnm of Zumstein reports that a number of so far not
known "Specinen" surcharges on stamps of the Sitting Helvetia 1862/64 and 1867/78 issues
were subnitted to them by a Zurich collector. They include Zumstein Nol.29 (3 Ceblack),No.30
(8 Cs) Noa32 (20 Co),N0437 (2 Ceolive),No+38 (10 Cered),No.39 (15 C),N0.40 (25 (¢.) and No.42
{40 Cegréy) bearing horizontal or diagonal -some also inverted —~ Specimen overprints in
greenish~blue colour, which always go across. tw o starmps., Zumstein's arc satisfiecd sbout
thelr genuiness ond intend to include them in the Special Catalogue's next cdition.

FOUR HEW AU P.0«CANCELLATIONS. The ambulant Autorobile Post 0ffices have been using in

July and August four new cancellations —thé familiar rectangles,in addition’ to the round.
Autorobile P.O.postuark. They woere; ZURICH ~ Bundesfeler ~ 148,1949; "ARBON -~ Thurgmuilshos

- 1 Kontonaltum fest, 16-18.7,1949; SOLOTHURN - Dornachor Schlacht— -
SEPTEMBER ' feier 30-31.7,1949 and 1.8,1949; end DORWACH - Dornacher Schlachi-
6o W fei:r’ 25"24'7%;‘9491;11 50 th. dvorsary of the i':he o
; S p last cormemorating the 500 ~miversary o ¢ Swiss victory _
%%%&%N}S{%%IS{]?LONDON over the Austrians in the battlc of Dornach., e

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING FROM 7'/-/£ f/OA/. 55(/?57‘/4 /?)/

The quick succession of Swiss néw. is éﬁés. &ﬁ&hé"fﬁe. last fow wooks ] i&fe'c‘l'ﬁ&v'o::'with our
rodost Franc credit and we found it difficult to get All now issues supplied as quickly as
we would have liked. However, matters are under control sgnin, md the now Landscapes set
will be delivercd to all subseribers early next ronth. Those few rmembers who did not yot
receive the National Fete issue will also be supplied,and I asked then to forgive the delay
caused by circumstances beyond ny control. Please,remember that even if you have to wait =

1ittle longer, the price will be always a little cheaper then that one have to pay in shopse.

I have just returned from a fortnight's holiday in Switzerland. It was a perfect holiday,
es it always is in this paradise,and I am not going o be cruel and tell those who misged 1t
this year,how greatly riy wife and I enjoyed the unique scenery, the unparalleled serw’rice md,
last but certainly not least,the splendid food snd accomodation, I had the opportunity to
reet again rany friends,snd my themks and greetings go especially to  Mr. F.Shuepach, the
superintendent of the P.T.T.Philatelic Agency,with whon I had a most interesting talk, to ny
friends Mr.and Mrs.Paul Locher and Mr.Hans Locher of Spiez,lMr.Kottalat of Berne, Mr.Ernst,
the Secretary of the Berne Philatelic Society,who carried me off to their moeting at which
I spent a rost enjoyable evening smong Swiss collectors - and meny other good friends with
whorm I renewed acquaintance,I hope that sore new contacts I made this year will greatly bene-
f£it our Society in future. ‘

FVSTRIN CATALOGUES. The Zumstein Burope 1950 =nd the Zumstein Switzeriand-Liechtenstein
catalogues will be published in September, Prices will be (approx.) 22s.6d. and 35431s TESpEC:
“ively and bookings should reach me at your earliest conveniences :

CORRESPONDENTS IN SWITZERLAND. I was able to arrange with the secretaries of the Berne md
Laisammo Phil.Socioties b0 exchange nanes of our rembers and theirs,who desire to correspond
on philatelic and other matters. Most of the Swiss friends understand English,although sone
nay yrefer correspondence in German a,nd/or French, Members interested should write to ne,
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OUR NEW COMMITTEE

The Annual General Meeting held on September 9th, 1949, at the Church
House,Westminster, London, unanimously approved the new Rules of the

Society and, in accordance with Rule 11 - 14,elected unanlmously the
following officers of the Societys

PRESIDENT: Miss Winifred E, Penn-Gasgkell, Fellow of the Royal Philate-
e lic Society, Rell of Distinguished Philatelists;

AON . SECRLTARY‘ Mr, -Bdward H, Spiro, B,P,A.,Swiss Aerophilat, Society;

HON, TREASURER: Mr,Marcus Neville,
The election by postal ballot of the following members of the National
Committee wap then unanimously confirmed by the Annual General Meeting:

Miss Penelope E,Ellison, Messrs. Harold G,D,Gisburn, Member Royal
Philatelic Society, John Graham, Ernest M.Hamilton (hon,Secretary,
Manchester Group),Robert S.Johnson, John B,McKenzie, Roland L.Mayston,
(chairmen, London Group), Laurence Moore (chairmen pro tem,,Leeds Group)
Tom Morgan,editor,"Philatelic Maga21ne" etec.,, J.P,Hopwood Sayer (hon,Assist,
Secretary,Manchester Group), P.W.C,Stratton (hon,Secretary,London Group).

The National Committee,meeting on the same day, appointed in accor -
dance with Rule 16, Golonel H,de Watteville chairman, and Dr.K. Strauss,
H.G.D,Glsburn, and E,Shurly, members of the Expert Committee,
Mr.Robert S.Johnson was appointed Hon Exchange Packet Superlntendent.
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HOW THE & D VALUATION WILL §
AFFECT SWITZERLAND COLLECTORS

The immediate effect of the devaluation of the £ will be
that current mint stamps of the "hard currency" countries, {5
such as the United States, Canada, many South American gtates oo o
s vwhose currencies are based on the dollar,w1ll be dearer to buy, becmuse
' dealers who import them will have to give a higher barter counter-valuec in
: Storling. This obviously also applies to Switzerland, The official rate of
cxchange on Septamber 17th, the day before Sir Stafford Cripps made his momantous announce—
mant, was 17,50 froncs for £l. The new official rate fixed by the Swiss Government after
the Pound devaluation is 12,05 francs for £l. But both the old and the new official rates
mst be regarded as artificial. Tho former was based on finaneial agrecments between the
British mad the Swiss Govornments, and dovised solely to prescrve the British tourist
traffic to Switzorland. Only traveller cheques and credit letters were, in fact, paid in
switzorland at this rate, ond this only up to the amount of £35 per head and yenrs If one
would hnve tried to sell a Pound banknote in Switzerland he would have quickly discovered
that the bank would only pay sbout 1l.— francs for it. Our Swiss new issues suppliers
always insisted upon a “barter" rate of 10.~ to 1ll.~ francs for &£ face value of unused
British and British Colonial stamps {and only obsolcete mint stomps arec permitted to be
used for barter transactions). Some evan rejocted this low rate, md for a very good rea—
sone Whon I was in Switzerland at the ond of July and tho beginning of August, I was told
strange stories by mony Swiss deslers and collectors. British tourists vho smuggled out
blocks or even sheoets of current British and B.Ce Pound end Ten Shilling stamps offered
them openly to doalars at 8, francs for a Pound stomp. Thesa people were, of course,not
gamuine collectors, but smell-time spoculators, who accepted a substantial loss in order
to increase their sponding monoy. Smuggling out, let's say, £60 worth of British stamps,
' (Continued on Page Three)
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THE 25 C,GREEN "STANDING HELVETIA"1882/99

_ A STUDY BY Dr. K. STRAUSS
Since my earlier report on the "Standing Helvetia" I had intended to follow up my
investigations with a somewhat closer study of each individual value of that issue.
Lack of time and pamcity of material, however, have interfered, sc that only now do I
venture to submit some results and tentative conclusions as far as the 25 Centimes
green is concorned, the value catalogued by Stanloy Gibboms under Nos, 140, 141, 142,
158, 164, 165 and 165a, and by Zumsbtein under Nos. 67A, 67D, 67 C and 67D,

The 25 Qentimes greon appeared to me to be the most illuminating of the vwhole issua,
becamse it is only here that we find documen ted all changes and modifications which took
place during the first eighteen years of currency of the "gtanding HelvetiaM, viz,.

a)  change of printers (reason unknown to me),

b} repsated changes of perforations (for practical purposecs),

c) chago of the so-called Watermark (for constitutional roasons),
until a chang: of the colour into blue introduced its successor in 1899, as recommended
by the Universal Postal Union.

It seems best to deal with the subject chronologically, by turning, as it were, the
pages of my album, This, %én, is the picture that presents itself,

1882, 1lst April; (according to Zumstein), introduction of the Standing Helvetia
issue. Prinfers: Messrs. Muelhaupt & Sen, Berne., Embossed Security Mark: First Wide
Type, 10,95 rm x 8,85 mm, Perf. 113 (fourteen !'tecth! along the vertical margin)

White wove paper. Shade: a pronounced and clear blue—gresn on clean cut improssionsge”

The carliest postmark date in my possession is early May 1882, probehly the 5th.
The plates, however, did not stand up very well to the work to which they wero sub -
Jjected, and it is on & copy postmarked in Geneve as early as May 29th that we can
alrgady notice signs of wear:— in tho horizontal lines of shading along the upper margin
between the centre and the right hand value tablet ~ a zone of wear, which seems to be
destined to become quite typical and increasingly pronounced as time went on, Soon
after - to be correct, on a copy posimarked at Interlakeon on the 3rd of June 1882, very
pronounced signs of wear all over the s famp begin to sprear, particularly in the back-
ground lined of the oval, and over the lower part of the stamp. ' ' :

1883; No significant changes. Impressions less clear, especially in vfhe background
lines of the oval, which gives it an increasingly "epongy" appearance., The shape deepans,
turning almost into Russian gresn at tires. : :

1684: No significant changes. Increasing signs of wear of the plates.

1885: July brings the next batch of really badly worn impressions. The colour conti-
mies Vo Tluctuato through various shades of blus~green, tending, on the whols, to the
deepoer hues, . o :

1886: Fron July right through to November the plaies appear to be wearing very badlv,
Me shade is most uneven, some sSpecimens being greyish blue-green, others almost verdl
gris. The printers or the postal authorities seemed to be aware of the progressive de~ ,
terioration of the issue, md attemptod to improve mattors by retoxuching those clichees
‘showing the worst flaws, Tims we find retouched copies postmerked 19.XIT.86 and 14.I.87
{(in Luzern), the latter, incidentally, representing the latest date to hand of the
‘Mueklhaupt printings. - ;

1877 (according to Zumstein) The postal suthorities transferred the contract to
snothor firm of printers, Messrs. Max Girardet, of Berne, who obviously took over the
plates from Messrs.Muellhsupt & Son, and started printing from them. Girardet's not
only seemed to encounter difficulties with the printing inks, but appeared to have lack-
od suffieient experience in postmge stamp production. The first colour employed
was a deep rich yellow-green; the stamps in every other respect are similar to the
Muellhoupt printings. Te first postmark of the Girardet issue in ny possession bea?s
the cancellation STANS 9.XIT«86, incidantally, on one of the retouched clichees, which
wo alresdy saw on one of the Maellhampt printings. 1t looks, therofore, as if Me_assrs._
zumstein's statement that Girardet printed the s tamps nafter 1666" requiros modification,

As T see it, the change-over seems to have taken place late in 1886, and somewvhat
mrréiedly too, so that Mossrs.Girardet had to use the Muellhaupt plates in their actual
state for the time being, as there was no Hme to "clean up" the old plates or to pre—
pare new onaes. ' (To be continued in tho next issue.)
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% For SPECIALISED SELECTIONS of stamps (priced singly) of %
:
G

AUSTRALTA, BELGIUM,FRANCE, CZECHO SLOVAKT A, ETRE , HOLLAND ,RUSSTA and —
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FIRST VARIETY IN THE NEW LANDSCAPES SET. Our Berne Correspondent repor ts the very first
plate flaw discovered in the now Landscapes issus, found on the 3 Centimes grey. The
design shows three aircraft flying over the huge pylons of the clectricity grid. The
uppermost aircraft shows the flaw, a_small diagonal colour line, which looks like an
additional engine of the tplane. Th found on the sheets bearing cylinder No.l.

OLD DESIGN LANDSCAPES GRTTING OBSOLETE. At least some of the small Landscapes values are
rapidly disappearing from circulation., This applies, as our Zurich correspondent reports,
especially to the old colours, of which most of the large post offices have been
sold -out for some wesks, The 40 Centimes g r e y 1is definite obsolete. The PeTeTe
monthly list for September announces that it has been com letely sold out and cannot be
supplied even by the PTT Philatelic Agency. Another valué practlcally obsoletc is the
25 C brown., Collectors will do we.l filling quickly all the gaps of the min ¥t Lend-
scapes, both in o0ld and new colours. The colour changes were in circulation for one year
only and are now being replaced gradually by the now designs., Even some of the used ones
may be never too plentifuls You have been warned...

PRO JUVENTUTE 1949, The charity set due %n December lst, will consist,as usual of four
values, 545 C, 10+iQC, 20+10 C.and 40410 C.in basically similar colours as the 1948 set.
The design has not been disclosed yet by the PTP, but our Berne Correspondent says that

_the three higher values will have again flower subjects,the 5 C. will depict a famous
L B8 personality. We hope to be able o give some "exclusive" information as regards
the designs and the artists in the next issue of the 'News Letter?.

TIRFE NEW RAILWAT STAMPS. Those members including the parcel stamps of the Swiss Federal
Rad lways in their colliections Will bo interested to know that three additioral values in
the familiar design have been ; issued. They are 4 frs, yellow,20 frs,bi>wm,30 f viol,

THE HELVETIA SOCIETY of America arranged a fine exhibition of Swiss stamps in the first
and only existing permanent Philatelic Mascum at Philatelia, This museum i1s part of the
University and entirely financed from its funds, The exhibition was open from August 13-
to September 14 and mamy thousands of visitors admired a marvellous array of Swiss mate-
tial assembled in 159 frames of 16 album sheets each. P ostal history was especially
well represented. A finely produced catalogue was issued end we hope to quote from some
of the interesting articles and studies it sontained in future editions of the News Letter.

 PRESIDENT!S DISPLAY OF SWISS PIONEER FLIGHTS AT THE A, G.M.

Owing fo pressure on space only & few words can be sald about the A.G.M.0f our Society
held on September 9th in London. After the business meeting, at which the new Rules were
unanimously passed and the election of the officers and the National Cormittee menbers
confirmed (see page 1), our President, Miss Winifred Penn-~Gaskell, gave the display of
>~ famous collection of Swiss pioneer flight covers. Everyone knew that our President's
cutlection contains many unique piaces, yet members gesped at the treasures shown.
Complete mint sheets of the Burgdorf, Herisau and Basel semi-officials, large panels of
the rare Lugano and Vevey "vorlaeufers" were displayed for the first time in public.But
the entires, meny of them signed by the pilots, or autographed by the designers,aroused '
even rore interest. We shall report on the marvellous display in a short series of artic
les beginning next monthe Colonel de Watteville expressed the admiration and gratitude
cf all present, when proposing the vote of thanks to Miss Penn-Gaskell,

POUND DEVALUATION AND SWITZERLAND COLLECTGS( Continued from Page One.)

they were sble to sell them for a total of 400 francs, enabling them to extend holiday~
meking over a period much longer that it was possible on the £35 tourist allowance, These
"patriots" have had their omall part in undermining the value of the Pound Sterling
abroad and their machinatiom contributed to its fall, gne can hardly blame Swiss dealers
for "obliging" these British tourists by accepting the very tempting offers of current
British stamps at & fraction of their face value -~ although th&ewere honoursble excep-
tions when these shady deals were firmly refused. Whilst the devaluation has killed the
black market, St ss dealers and collectors are so saturated with British materisl that
barter deals are becoming more snd more difficult. We hawve to send to Switzerland either
line engraved GeB.in "luxury condition®,or rare Buropemn classics,which are getting now
more elusive and more expensive in Londont's amction rooms, The Pound devaluation is
bound to bring asbout increases in all catalogue quote tions of early material,becamse we
shall have to adopt prices fo quotations in Americen catalogues, This may take,of course,
quite a while, but it is a safe guess that classic Swiss material - Cantonals, Rayons,
Strubelis -bare for a substential rise. As regards current and forthcoming issues,these
will have toyPaid at new rates and whilst we were able to charge sbout 2/~ for 1 franc
fac. value, ‘it looks,from what we hear from our Swiss suppllers, that the fu.'\ru_re ra.tio
will have to be about Zs.Bd. for 1 frlanc.r 7

N—-——-”—-
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SUBSCRIPTION 1949/50 IS DUE. - The annual subscrlption for 1949/50 1is
due on September 30th 1949 (Rule 8), The National Committee decided
unanimously that the amount of the subscription for the next £inencial
year of the Society (ending on September 30,1950) shall be 7s,6d,

Any member who fails to pay his or her subscription within one calendar
month (i.e.by October 31,1949)-whether rayment be formally demanded or
not shall cease to be a member,(Rule 8). I appeal to all members to-
‘remit at their earliest convenience,either to the Hon,Treasurer, Mr.
M,Neville, 25a;Kenilworth Road,London,W.5, ortbther payments (Exchange
Pa-cketyNew Imsue Service etc,) are remitted at the same time,to the
Hon. Secretary. Quick remittance will help us Zzx financing various new
activities which the National Committee and the Groups are preparing,

ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES, We are expecting the dslivery of the Zumstein Europe 1950, the
Zumstein Switzerland snd Liechtenstein 1950, and the Zumstein Switzerland stat:.onery
catalogues by the middle of next wonth, The prices will be probably slightly higher
but we hope that the whole impact of Pound devaluation will be avoided. Those manbers

who have not yet booked these catalogues are asked to do it at once,as thore will be no
spare copies. We can also supply the MUELLER Sem:.—-speciallsed Switzerland and Lischiten-
stein Catalogus 1950 at 6/6." A few copies of the ZUMSTEIN DICTIONARY of philatelic ™ .
(English-—German-—Ei‘ench-Dutch~I)anlsh~Nozwveg1an—Swedish) are available at 1ls,9d. from swvucke

NEW ISSUE PRICES. As pointed out in our leading erticle the £-devaluation will result
in an increase of the prices for current and future Swiss issues by sbout "D per cante
The price incrcaso will unfortunately apply to at least some of the deliveries of the
'recent issued Landscapes set, because the bulk of the supply must be paid by barter to

our Swiss source at the new rates, We shall,however,try to soften the shock by making
the price increase as smell as posasible.

LONDON GRO!/P NEXL MEEIING:

Hnnnunuunnnnnnnnnnnunununnu TUESDAY! 4' th Of O C T O B E R’ 194'9
Hone Secretary: MrePe Smmu’ 6 Pe m. "Beﬂ'lnl’leI‘S 'ngh.t“o Members arG inV].tGd. to
.. 60 ,Regency Street, London,SeW.l ‘hr:.ng thoxr own material for discuss:.on and. d:.splay.

e I e e e T e T I I - e -

Meetings of the London Group will be held at the YOHK MANSIONS RESTAURANT,
94/98 Potty France, Westminster, London,S.W.l, To now meeting place is quite near to
the St.James's Underground Station and buses No. 11, 24, 29, 39, 76 and 134 stop nearby.
The: Group Committee has devised an interes ting programme for the new season, which will
include on November lst. a philatelic travelogue "Beemtiful Switzerland® with films,at
the Swiss National Tomrsic$ Office, 458,Strand.W.Cefe Mr.Ho.J.Harding will introduce ‘thf\ /
film show, On December 6th. there will be a combined display by members,introduced by
Dr.KeStromwss, February 7th will be a Discuseion and Quiz night, More details next month,

MANCHESTER GRO (/P  NEXL MERIING:

BT SUN I TR T I R FRIDAY, 14-th of 0 C T O B B R, 1949, 6 pm.
Hon.Secretary: Mr.J.D.He SAYER, . 0 the Old Whoatsheaf Hotel, High Street, 1/C.

193,Wigan Rd.,Standish, nr.Wigan. Monbers are invited to bring their U,P,U,1900 stamps,
for e comb:med display and d:\.scussion on this issues

B I T S I s — e e e eew

At its meeting on September 16th, the Group elected its new officers for 1949/50.
Mr.Ce¥.Gysin,vho was the Group chairman since ifis inception, tendered with regret his
resignation owing to prossure of work. fThe meeting elected unanimously Mr.B.M,Ham.l ton,
the Group's untiring hon.secretary to the office of Chairman, Mr.J.D.Hopwood Sayer is
the new hon,Secretary, Mr.J.Burrows was re-clected Hon.Exchange Packet Superintendent of
the Group's circuit, end Mr.Psarson is the new Assistant Secretary. Mr.Hamilton and Mr,
Sayer, who attended the A.G.M. in London, reporied on the various aspscts of this meetr
ing. Mecmbers were pleasced to welcome as a guest Mr.Wm.C. Hmde M&PSL.,the president of-
the Manchester FPhilatelic Society.

LEEDS GROUP. Mr.Leaurence Moore hopes to call an inaugurating meeting early in
Octobers Members irterested z:¢ asked to communicate with Mr.Moore ("Arosa",Lawnswoud:
Gardens, Leeds 6) without delay. He is looking for a live-wire secretary.Any volun tegwaR
WEST COUN PTRY GROUP. The National Committee hopes to assist members in Dgvon,
Cornwall, Sommerset and Dorset %o set up a regional group, which may have Hxeter as its
centre, but hold alternative meetings in other towns, It is hoped that Mr.H.G.D.Gisbturn
will be prepared to act as chief officer of the Group, provided that there is sufficiamt
response. With a large number of Helveiia enthmsiasts residing in these parts, there is
certainly a need for a regional orgmisation,vwhich would arrange regular meetings and
displays. Members interested are invited to write to the hon.Secretary, Mr.B.H.Spiro.

e e e md e
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It is with deepest regret that we announce the death of our President, Miss Winifred
Penn~Gaskell, ' - V

She passed away at her home at Widecombe-in-the-Moor in her beloved Devon after a

short ildness, which nei ther she nor her friends considered to be serious. One day her
“Thrave, kind heart just stoppeds, She went from us in that quiet, unassuming way that was
». 80 characteristic for her. ' ‘

Although she had passed the "three scores and ten", her brain and her faculties were

as keen as those of any a younger person, end until the last fow days of her life she
- devoted her interest to our hobby and especially to aero-philatelic research,

e sad passing of our President has come a8 a shock to the Society, following as it 9
does so soon after her installation in September last. Of those members present at the
Ammual General Meeting possibly the majority were meeting her-for the first time, yet
her quiet charm of manner and kindly amrtesy must have endeared her to all of tham,
even in the short space of one evening, = :

Miss Penn—-Gaskell joined our Society ~ then the Helvetia Stamp Club —~ soon after its
foundstion. She always showed greatest interest in our activities and helped meny
members with advice end information, based on her sgreat knowledge of aero-philatelic
history, and especially of the Swiss pioneer and first flights.
When the Secretary approached her last summer with the request to accept nomination
for the Presidentship, she replied: "I very much appreciate your kind nomination,which
I consider a great honour. I take it as a compliment to aero-philately, and I hope to
interest all members and to assist them in the study of this most fascinating line of
_—~ collecting, I think it is wonderful how "Holvetia" has grown and spread all over the
Kingdom, end I shall do all I can to serve the Society smd its many members.,.." '
As long as thore will be a "Helvetia Philatelic Society", its members will keep the
memory of this Great 0ld Lady in highest esteeom, BeHeSe

A TRULY *DISTINGUISHED PHILATELIST"

By HAROLD G’.D. GISBURN, R.P’ S.L.

Winifred Penn—~Gaskell belonged to that generation of collectors that one fears is
gradually pessing away - the generation which studied and collected stamps for their
own sake,and with no thougnt whatever of possible profit. In the eariiest days of
aviation her interest was aroused by the various philatelic souvenirs associated with
the new and revolutionary method of propulsion, and she developed into an avid collect-
or and student of asro-philately; with the result that her collection now bequeathed
4o the nation is certainly the finest ever assembled in this country, and possibly in -
the world, ' . ’
Her fame as an aero-philatelist has perhaps overshadowed her other philatelic inter-

ests, but these included a magnificent collection of Perum, which itself gained meny
major exhibition awards, and also & fine collection of Switzerland. Altogether she
received scme twenty International prizes in as many years, including a number of
Grand Prix, gold medals and trophies. ' ‘ '

Wﬂ In 1928 her name was inscribed among the phila.telic!iz.mortals,
- LONDON GROUP when she was admitbed to the Boll of Distinguished Philatelists,
MEETING She was made a Fellow of the Royal Philateli? Society, an Hono-
Display Dr.STRAUS rary Member of the Swiss Aero~FPhilatelic Society, and was a

S P th member of meny others; and fortunate was the Society which
ﬁeg&%fﬁﬁﬁ - # could persuade her bo’leave Devon to show some of her gems,

(Continued on Page 3) '
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THE 25 C. GREEN"STANDING HELVETIA"/882/%

A STUD)/ By D’Q K' STRAUSS (Continued)

In 1888 there is a tendency of the ink to become paler, which could be noticed first
in December 1887. The stamps show a very pale yellow-green (apple~green) shade, which
prevails right through to May 1888. In September of the same year, first date to hand
21,IX.88, the colour suddenly chenges to a rather pleasing deep yellow-green. Coupled
with the relative gbsence of flaws, or better: reduced intcnsity, this seems to point o
a cleaning up of the plates round sbout the middle of 1668. The latest dated retouches
of that period in my collsction are postmarked 7.VI.868 and 7.VIII .68 respectively -
another fact which socms to point to a break in the continuity of manufac ture about that
period., A postmark of 26,XIT.88 brings the first copy in the new porforation 92- (eleven
toeth along the vertical margin, Otherwise the stamy is unaltereds The ink seems to =~
have moro green and less yellow in its mixture, thus appaaring a sléghtly deeper yellow-
graoen with the omphasis in the grecn componant. ‘

1860; with a Winterthur postmark of 16.1.90 a roturn. to tho. earlior porforation 11—5
(fourteen teoth along the vertical margin) can be scen in my collection. This chenge most
Probably took place becausc the 9— gange did not give satisfaction., Tho shade is un ~
changed, there are increasing 51gns of plate woar and the background lines of the oval
again appear rather "spongy".

1891 : two incidents of considorable irdportance have %o be recorded in that yoar:—-

Zl; with a postmark of Zurich 28,II1,91, a stamp of entlrely difforent appearancg -
makes its bow in my collection., The impression is vory clean and clear«—cut, the colou
has changed Yo a clean and somowhat hard greyish-groon with hardly any trace of yellow
loft in its composition. The difference is all the more striking, if one.comparcs this
gtamp with one bearing the Winterthur postmark of 17.I1I.91, which obviouslz belongs %o
the earlier period. If one adds the striking absence of the typical areas of piate wear
one is forced to the conclusion that n e w plates were introduced early in 1891.

(2) “arother noteworthy change is the introduction of an entirely now perforation
gaage at some pariod in tho middle of that year, the carliest postmark at my disposal
being 6.VIIT.%91l. The new gauge measures ZLZL2 x 11 (thirteen tcoth along the vertical
margin). I may, perhaps, add that the.centring secems to have improved a 1little.

}892' little chango, the impressions are consistently cloar.
189%¢ +this high stgndard is kepﬁ up; clear impressions, greyish-grgen shade.
- 1894: %brings the neow embossed security mark, second 'slender' type, 10.55 mm by
8+4 mm, which owes its introduction to a modification of the Bwiss coat of agms by the
Swiss Foderael Assembly in 1893, As far as I can say with certainty, tho carllest of my
s tamps with the new security mark is postmarked Bern 13,VIII.%. Hoever, I do not wish
to be too categorical sbout this point, becsmuso the differential diagnosis botween the

two types of socurity marks does at times offor considerable difflculty. ‘me 1mpressrlf“'
are still claer, the shade is of a deeper green. :

1895 and 1896:; bring only minor variations in shades s which are of no parmanent
significance, Late in 1896 and more still in

1897- the shade turns to a vaory deap green indoed, = change which is accompanied by
numerous examples of pronounced wear. The centring, which had been reasonably satisfac-
tory during the previous. few ycars, is as bad again as before, tmd rcaches & new low

level in S , .

1898: wespecially during the earlier part of. that ysar. The impressions are very poor
indeed during most of that year and from about July onwards the shade changes to a deep
mogsy green, showing at timea & bluinsh tint,

| (To be concluded next month)
(The au'bhor will show some of these items at the London Group meeting)

THREENEW GROUPS? SCOTLAND ~L BEDS ~WEsT (OUNTRY

ll""""""" G RIRIAIAIRIA IR T] HHII PAT PR ETEE R P IR L TR AR O IR A AN TR LA RR TN R IR AT AE ER  E R AT A T R I R R R T T et

New reglonal and local Groups of the "Holvetia Philatelic Seciety" will be inaugurated
shor t1y., Mr.B.McKENZIR of Racden Croft,Westburn Read,Aberdeen,who is a member of the
National Committee,kindly consented to act as hon.secretary pro tem of a Scottish Group,
and all members in Scotland are invited to get in touch with him, ~ A number of Yorkshire

- members have natified Mr.Laurence Moore,member of the National Commlttee and Trustee of -
Leeds PsSeywho is acting as chairmen,and Mr.Ge.F.Hllis,Vice-Presldent of the Leeds PhileS.
who kindly consented to act as hon.secretary pro tem. that they will support a Leeds Group,

The inaugurating meeting will take place shortly, Inguries to Mr.L.MOORE, "Arosa!, Lawns-~
wood Gardens, Leeds 6, —~ A West Country Group comprising Cornwall,Devon,Somerset and Dor-
set with H.Qs, at Bxeter is to be set up under the chairmanship of Mr.H.G.D.CISBURN, .-
(The Croft,Pinhoe,Bxeter),but owing 1 his heavy cormitments,Mr.Gisburn needs the assist-
ance of a "live-wire" member,who would be willing to act as hon.secre“l‘,f\’ry and organiser,
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FROM OUR CQRRESPQONDENTS

PRO JUVENTUTE 1949, As every year, December lst, will bring the Pro Juwen-
tute set, and many collectors will hear with regret that it will be the
last of the flower series., From 1950 on the P,T,T, is to change the sub-
jects depicted and several artists are to be invited to submit their ideas
and designs, Bub-this year we have still ‘three lovely representatives ef
the Alpine flora., The lowest value, 5+5 Centimes brings as usuel a portrait
of a famoum hero of. Swiss history, this year that of Niklaum Wengi, the

ohlef magistrate of Solothurn, who died 400 years ago., The stamp, in

brownish-carmine,was designed by-Karl Bickel and printed on white paper

at the PTT rotary printing works, The 10 Centimes value (10+410) depilchs

an anemone (Anemone Sulphurea) in green, grey and yellow, the 20 Cent,

(20410) brings an Alpine clematis in brown, blue and yellow, and the

40 Centimes (40+410) a 'superdb pink'(Dianthus Superbus), in blue,violet and

yellow  All three flower stamps are designed by Hans Fisher-Feldmeilen,

who in past years has already produced some of the fine flower subjects,

They are printed on white granite-paper, the fibres being red and blue,

by Couvoigier, La Chaux-de~Fonds,

OLD COLOUR LANUSCAPES OBSOLETH. Our Berne correspondent reports that many of the small

Le-4scapes in the o 1 4 colours are rapidly becoming ohsolete. The 40 Centimes grey has
be .. completely sold out and cannot be supplied even by the Philatelic Agency. Stocks of
other values, including the 25 Centimes, 35 Centimes and especially the 15 Centimes orange,
are running low and many post offices have s0ld out. Whilst the colour changes of the
old Landscapes designs are still genorally available, our correspondont warns that they
also may soon become obsolote, mmd that they may become quite scarce, considering their
comparatively short 1life until the issue of the now large size sote
GOOD HUNTING 1 - Several of our Swiss corrcspondents inform me of various minor varieties
and plate flaws in the U.P.U. scts Thore are so many of them, that I can give today only
a fow of the 10 C. green. The 16th stamp on sheet B 11 shows dark colour spot with a
whito halo all round sbove the value figure; the 25th stamp on the same sheot has a spot
under the second U el UPU; the 7th stomp on shoet B .12 has a white line from the globe to
the upper margin; the 7th stamp on sheet Cll a white line from the globe to the P of UPU;
the 16th stamp on tho same sheet a white line through PU of UPU; whilet the flaw occuring
on the 7th stamp of B 12 has beon retomuhed on sheet B 22, and the vhite line has become
a thick colour line, not less visible then the original flzm. We have supplied sets from
practlcelly 2ll these sheots in the Now Iscue Serviecs, so some mambers should be lucky to
find one or mothor of thosc varicties. Next month I shall montion some otherse

STAMP DAY 1949 is fnking plaoc on Decamber 4th, and Vevey is this yeor's HeQes. Fhe Fado—
1 ion of Swise Philatelic Societies icsued & special Souvenir posteard for the occasion
ond the PeTe®e gramted a opecial postmark to be wsed on that day in Vevey post-offices,
ZURI CH: FLIGHII‘ MEE'I!ING A spocigl poutmark was used on Soptamber 24/25th by the ambulant

WINIFRED PENN GASKELL -~ A fIRU'LY "DISTINGUISHED PHILATELIST™ (continued from Page,l)

Yat,with all this, Miss Penn-Geskell remained to the end her own unaffected self,living
a quiet and retired life in her lovely Dar*moor home, a hemo which in the long-vanished
days of plenty always had a welcome for her many philatelic friends and members wf local
societies. Many will remombor those summer days before the war when a visit tn "Scobitor"
was a red-letter event; the delightfnl Devon scene, the philatelic chat and browse over
her many treasures; smd the kind of tea, which is, alas, now but a memory.

The philatcelic werld will regret the passing of a great philatelist; we who knew her °
well mourn the departure of a charming friend, and our Society, despite her brief associa—
tion with it, has lest moro than it will evér khow, Horold GeDeGisburn.

-y e g

Major Antony WALEER,DsSe0., the Bditor of "Stamp Collecting" writes in his Journals

"Pyolve years ago Miss Penn-Gaskell came to the Oxford University P.S. with her stamps
(then valued roughly at £20,000) in a string bag, which she loft in the train at Oxford
station. Fortunately, it was located, =and the writer (who was the Sccretary) approached
his College Bursar to have it placed in the College strong-room. That worthy was disposed
to sniff at moro stamps sharing house-r.om with the College's unigue plate, but changed his
mind when told it was worth about £20,000. When she left the next day, she agoin nearly
left the bag tehindl A1l the philatelic honours were showered on her...but her friends will
remember her as a totally unassuming enthusiast with & demesnour which was like & breath
of Dartmoor air among the pregnant puffs of prominent philatelic personages. '

" May she rest in pease on the edge of hér beloved Dar tmoor "

L R R
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NEW ISSUB SERVICE. Devaluation of the Pound snd import restrictions have once more inter—
vened with this service, but we have now secured sufficient matorisl for distribution to
all members who subseribe to it, Those who might not yet have received the recent"Land-
scapes and Technic"set, are invited to drop me a line, ad I shall at once put things
right, The new Pro Juventute set will go out in the second December week. Members, whose
depusits are exhausted or whose accounts show & debit balance, are requested to remit a
-small new deposite It will.not be possible to supply those members who have no depositg,

SUBSCRIPTION for 1950. Quite a few members have not yet paid their

subgcriptions due on October 1lst. According to the Rules they risk that
theii membership woZuld lapse, and that the supply of the "WEWS LETTER"
and oth.r services would be discontiiued, The Committee decided to fix
the 3lst of December as final date,and a2ll members whose payments are in
arrear are requested to remit quickly. Expenditure is growing and the-
various facilities afforded to members provide many financial problems.,
The Committee hope that members will respond speedily to this appeal.
(Those members who joined after June 1949;ary required to pay only 3s.9d,)
But even the increased subscription of 7s.6d, a year is a modest outlay,
compared with the price of~two packets 0f cigarettes! Please remit today
to the Hon,Treasurer, Mr,M,NEVILLE, 25a,KENILWORTH ROAD,RALING,LONDON W,5
ZUMSTHIN SWITZERLAND CATALOGUB 1950 ,We have now a few copies "in stock" and can supply at
once ‘91;- the price of 3s.6d.plus 2d.postage. There are various price alterations and new

list__ing in the new edition,so order,please,i.%ely before the *quota' is exhausted. -

LONDON GROUP — M eolin L
Secre‘bai‘y: P.Stratton, 60,Regency Strect, | v ' % - ﬁth
“IIW%EM%%?;?'%;&H:["l%%%%i’"!%!.lwa?;ﬁ"!HI!HHH!"H"IHHI. - TUESDAY, DE EMBER . =

. ) 6415 pemeat the YORK MANSIONS RESTAURANT
he Group held a successful meeting in 94/98,Patty France,Westminster,London,SeW.l

October, when Mr.HM,Pencavel showed some W . ‘ i~ b gt

very fine items from his Swiss airmails \ DISPLAY “STAND" MG HE LV‘ET*A"
collection, amd soveral othor members con— ¥ ANDTALK BY Dr. K. STRAUSS
tributed to the display. In November a very @ who invites members to bring along rel
special treat was provided to mambers by Mr,. \§ material from their own collections.

A Harding, who invited them to the Swiss % There will be an A\ 1O N af ter
Travel Office in the Sirand, vhere four films g, dgsplay‘ and lots ﬁe%gﬁ‘ged%o?}entry.
were shown ~ two devoted to the beauties of - —

. Swiss scenery, and two official films of the P.TeT. showing the production or Swiss o.amps
both at the P,TePeprinting works and at Courvoisierts at La Chaux—de-Fonds. For nearly
three hours manbers were enthralled by the most interesting show and those who missed 1t
have every cause for regret. . ' ’ ’

The London Group's programme for the next;few months is as followsg: g
FEERUARY 7th: Quiz, Discussion and Auction; March 7+th, Two displays, marmorial Art on
Swiss stamps" by Mrs.BeJ.Ramsley,and "Téte Bdche and S&-tenant" by Mr.EeH«Spiro;

APRIL 1lth “Arranging and Writing Up a Swiss Collection" introduced by Mr.R.Le Mayston and
MreJ eHeLamberts MAY 16th: "Stending Helvetia" and other issues, display by Colonel H.de
Watteville, There will be n'o meeting in January. All meetings will take place at the
Yorks Mensions Restaurant, 94-98,Potty France, Westminster, S.Wel (nex$ to SteJames's.
Underground Station ) Members should make a note of the dates,there will be no invitations.

- , - o— e e I g
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X N / | be retwrned
POSTAL AUCTION ne5|tt soma T e 1S onargo for 30s fage

CLO EMB ] i i1l b ited to
‘ : 20th, |and insurance will be mades Members are invite .
Sl ATE'EO ‘v v@.@\@«:'@@@w- enter lots for these auctions with the Hon.Secretary

TOT Ne. DESCRIPTION LOWEST BLD LOT Fo. ~ DESCRIPTION " LOWEST BID
1 2_12- CoPOSTH LOCALE,S+Ge3,Zum.14/1, 9 |Helicopter FDC,specscachetecsceses .5/--‘ ,
s used PAIR,good margins,but one stamp |10 |Pro Aero 1949,compl.series of all 3
has slight corner repair (BPA cert.) gix Flights on FeDeCBe ssoeoassel 2obem
(cateB00,~ SWiss fres)eeees.£ 10,100 [111 |50 CoeAiTmail,S«Ge299,fine used on cover
2 { RAYON IT1I,15 C.SMALL FIGURES, C with 2 WMete~Beches TellbOyS.essef 1e5.0
FaiT CODY,CAL 8B vevevecrsee® 2e-a= 112 |Airmails SG.317,318,319,320,321,32
% | RAYON I,£ Rp.traces of frame £ le—e= - fine used ON COVETasssseccssss sl 1,/7.—»
4 SQG.75,2 Rpo fine,'u.sed. cassve el 1-.5."‘ 13 Pro P&tria 1936 ,Minia-ture, _S. Y 1 PP 012/"'" !
‘ 5 | SOG"44,1‘ Fa ,'I‘a‘bhe'r cloSCees .2 10/"‘ 14 PAX Su®p 194:5,00m'p1-mint sessase i 2.150"“
6 |S.G.48,1 F.clean copy,large margins, 158 |Le0.N.,SG.LN 31,5 £oblUCssssose & 20100~
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