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77 NEW SWISS "OFFICIALS'

SWISS PHILATELISTS PROTEST AGAINST P,T,T,POLICY
The announcement that the Swiss postal anthorities will issue in February no less than
seventy—seven new "official' stamps at a total value of some 70 Swiss francs, has rallied
the already exiwting opposition against the new issue policy of the Ps®.P. into an all
out attack. Swiss philatelic journals, Swiss societies and individual collectors have
strongly voiced their objection, and outspoken criticism appeared in the daily press,
ha “"Basler Taube!", ong of the leading philotelic magazines in switzerland, went onse
further, Its editor sent out a circular to all chairmen and secretaries of Swiss
phllatellc societies and clubs, prominent collectors, md also to the more important
philatelic organisations abroad., I take it as a compliment for our own Society that he
despathced his appeal and gquestionaire to mysclf, asking for the opinion of the membors
of the HELVETIA PeS.of Gt.Britain, ‘

It is with rogret that —spoaking at firs+t for the Committee — wo must toke the side of
the critics of the P.T.Ts For momy yoars Switzerland has had a clean philatelins record, -
This fact made hor stamps one of the most favoured subjectsof collecting: Such commemora—
tive issues which were not strictly M™ecessary" for postal use, wero, ng a rule, confined to
a fow stamps of low face value, md they could be afforded even by those collsctors who are
so nicely doscribed as 'inpecunious!, None of us would like to miss the beautiful annual
Pro Juventute serios, we accepted the various "contenaries" with good humour, end we have
evon forgiven the lapses committed from fime to time by the P,T.Ts in issuing Miniature
Sheets or those Pro Aero otamps, valid for one day only...
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In contrast with Belgium, Fronce {end for that matter some oven far more disreputable
postal authorities), the Swiss PePsTs rofrained from issuing long, dull sets of "charity"
stamps with some famtastic "ocuper—taxes" which bear no relation to the actual postal value
of the stamps concerned. But the mnouncement of & new, cndless and extremely dull series
of 77 difforont (and meny high value) overprints for the various United Nations offices at
Geneva, will antagonise thousands of loyal friends of Swiss philately. Thére is no reason
whatsoever - although the Swiss postal suthorities may find many oxcuses — tc create sush
an avalanche cf stamps for the "official" use of some U.Ne branch offices. The hendquarters
af the U.N.. is in America, and at least so for the millions of lettors and packets posted
from Leake Success dld very well without special stamps,

The obvious intention to provide a nice round sum at the cost of stamp collentors for the
Swiss Federal Exchequer will, I am afraid, misfire. Mmy colleoctors will probably decide to
give these stamps & miss, We, in Britain, are in a specially bad position - and so are our
philatelist friends in Burope, who suffer from the same currency malady as we doe With tho

dovaluation of the Pound the rate of exchange has deteriotated to our disadventoge, md ' in
addition, Swiss dealers who supply the new issues, are unwilling to ~ccept oven this dis—
advantageous rate amd dictate their own prices,

The issuc of these officials, which wuld cost the British collector somcthing like £8
to acquire, was a vory bad mistake, And its rosult as roganrds the Swiss PoTWTe (which
obviously ncted on the instruction of the Federsl Govermment and may not descrvo the blame)
will boe that insult is added to damage: not only will meny collectors turn thelr backs
on this issue, but the good philatelic record of Switzerland will suffor, HeHeSe
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THE 25 C GREEN STANDING HELVETIA" 1882/99
A STUDY BY DR.K.STRAUSS (conciusion)

During 1898 the impressions were very poor; the shade changes % a deep mossy green,
showing at times a blueish tint., In 1899 this trend continues, accompamied by poor,
"spongy" impressions with a good deal of plate wear and over-inking, The stamps look
"wooly" and have lost all characteristics of the copper-plate process. The latest date

to hand is Zurich, 13.VII.99. The change to the blue colour took place at sbout the
middle of that year.

I wish to emphasize that the dates given for these various changes are all based on
the necessarily limited number of stamps (several hundred) in my possession, Moreover,
they can only be approx:.mate, becanse the only documentation, the postmarks, show the
dates of actual use, and there is bound to have occured, in msny instances, a time-lag
between the date of issue and the date of use. With the object of reducing this time—
lag as much as possible, I chose, wherever pos.aible, stamps postmarked in one of the

larger towns, vwhere there was probably less likelihood of rcmainders of old stock being
sold after receipt of a new printings.

May I conclude Wlth a bI’le summarys -

YEAR ' SFAI)E : VAT}*JRN[K PERF, | EEINTERS
FRTSERCINU . U SO SO SRR R p s v e rmes Bt B PRevR
L 1882 blue—-green T 11—% Muellhaupt o
: 1886 (late) | yellow-greem. | . T = ! 11y : girardet i s
i 1889 yellow~greon T = L do,
1890 . yollow—groon | T ; 18 do. S
1891 (early) ; greyi.sh - green I : 11?3’ ' do. New plates?r
1891 (middle)! greyish - green T Pl x 1 | dos |
1894 - greyish — green | - II 11z 1 i dos
| 1896 (late) | decp green I ni x 1l do,

el - . et b S S FPR
1899 (middle) - issue of “l:he 25 f‘en’olmes in ‘che now blue colour,

I wish to thank Colonel H.ds Watteville for revision of the menuscript and for many

helpful sugeestions, PR

Romante~' A HORSEDEAL IN 5 C'WAADT

Te romantic story behind the famous research work of Baron Axel de Reuterskiold into the
mys teries of the Cantonal issugs, is told by the "Basler Tanbe" on the occassion of the
centenary of the issue of the 5 Centimes Poste Locale "Waadt" (Zumstein No,10), In 1877
when Rou teskiold and his collaborator, Penl Mirabeau,embarked on their famous work on wue
issues of 1843-1862 ("Das Prachtwerk ueber die Schweizer Mgrken 1843-62") they wera
anxious to reconstruct a complete sheet of 100 of this rare and interesting stamp, ‘
At first this task appeared quite impossible,. Then, by one of these unique coincidences
that helped to advance philatelic research, Reutesskloeld had a fantastic stroke of
fuck, A farmer near Lansanne had found, hidden between the pages of = old fapily bible,
a pene of 48 mint "Waadts" in superb condition. They had been lying in the old volume
untouched for over 40 years, it was & complete,bar two stamps, . left half of the sheete.
Reuterskioel rmado a generous offer to the farmer, but the good man had in the meantinme
" ‘bean told by some dealers of the irmrmense value of his find ~ and he refused stubbor nly

$0 'sell it. So Reuntorskiceld begged hinm to’lend him the pane for a few months, To this

the farmer consented, snd the baron — well-known for his rmnificence ~ presented him
with two fine farm horses as a gratulty for the loan, Reuterskiocld and Mirabesu succee~
ded to acquire a few more blocks of four and a sufficient number of singles to corﬂplete

the' reconstruction and the result of their work im preservod for ever in their book, L
"Wha t happened %o the unique pane found in the Bible? After the death of the old farmsr
~ his heirs sold it at o very high price. It was split into two panes of 25 and 23, Having

changed hands a few times, they are now the property of the Swiss nation and repreuent

ong of the treasures exhibited in the Swiss Postal Nub@gm‘ -

£F 1g" t TEEeE Lomprlse-"""""“"""“"“""
NEW ISSUE_CHRONICL gsgrn;yngowggian: et e artyosnt

the new Landscapes (5- $o 70 ¢, Historic (80 to 2. —) and 3,5 ? Ffdnos'
Overprint "Bureau Int,de Travall" on new Landsoapes (5 to %O C th
gsame with overprint "Bureau Int,d'Eduaation"; the new Landsoagss, eﬁ
90,1,20,1,50 F Higtoric d931gn and 3 and 10¢ F with overprint "Organisa-
$ion mondiale de la Santé"; 5,10 120,25,40 Inew Lendsc, )80é % P (Hlst8§ )
overpr."Organ,Int,pour-le Refugles"and the new Landscapés (5 t
overprinted "Offlclel" We can accept bookings =nd invite inquliries,
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS

RAYON PLATE-FLAWS AND RETOUCHES. The Editors of the Mueller Catalogue {(published by Ernst
Mueller A.G.,Bale) tell me that they have prepared an completely revised table of the
re to uches and plate flaws of the 5 Centimes Rayon I,blue on white paper. The well-known
expert, Dr.H.Munk, was in charge of the difficult research work, and its results will be
published in the 1951 edition of the Mueller Catalogue. A specimen page which I have seen
shows 17 photographs of varieties, end it looks as if with this new classification the
worries of Rayon specislists are 1o be settled for good once the catalogue is published,

PRO JUVENTUTE SALES DOWN. According to the official figures published by the PTT the number
of Pro Juventute stamg:;/ff%i? which lost their validity on December 31, was as follows:
545 C. 1,408,260, 10310 C. 2,595,418, 20410 C. 2,263,113, 40410 C, 967,695,

The figures relate to stamps actually sold. They show that the. total sales in 1949 were
nearly 280,000 stamps (of all four values) lower than in 1948, Whilst the series still
enjoy popularity with collectors all over the world, it appears that less people in Switz~
erland are prepared to pay the surtax when using these stamps for their ordinary mail.
From the vieswpoint of the collector, the smaller number of sold stamps should only inerease

the philatelic value., .

SPERATL FORGES ON ~ ON REMAND { The versatile French stamp forger Jcan de Sperati, whose
extremely dangerous forgeries of famous classics caused a sensation when discovered after
the war, is busily continuing his handiwork. Although sentenced in April 1948 +to a year
in prison, he never served the sentence. His appeal against it is still pending before the
Paris Appeal Court, whilst Monsieur Sperati enjoys the smenities of Aix—les-Bains. Our
Bale correspondent tells me that in addition to the 225 different forgeries ranging from
Mnecany and Mecklemburg to British colonial classics, which wers laid before the judge at
Lo triel, Sperati has -apparently after the trial- added quite a few new master—pieces,
They include items of special intferest to Switzerland collectors, namely: Poste Locale
with framed cross; Orts—Post with framed cross; Rayon III, small 15; and Rayon III,1b Cent,
Forging stamps is n o criminal offence in France, if it is confined to "demonetised"
issues., They are just regarded as legitimate "imitations". Sperati got 12 months not for
forging, bvut for selling the forgeries as genuine stamps. Now he just sells "imitations®,..

MINOR VARIETIES OF JUVENTUTE AND NATIONAL FETE 1949, Our Berne correspondent reports
that the following varieties of the two recent issues have been recorded: Pro Juventu te:

10+10 Cv Spots and lines below '1949t (6th stamp on sheet BIIX, 37th stamp on sheet AILI)
line under 'PRO' (49th stamp,sheet ATII); 20410 C., line under 'PRO!' (48th stamp,sheet
ATII)s - National Fete: 548 C, vertical line from margin through 5! (17th stamp,sheet CI)
10410 Cs white spot above the coat of arms (1lth stamp, sheet ATII); white spot in the
shield of the coat of arms (19th stamps, sheet BIII); white serif to '9! in 11949 (18th
s tamp, cheet CIII); 40410 C. "broken'" window (17th stamp, sheet AIII). Good huntingl

UP AND UP g0 the prices for early Swiss material in fine condi tion. Looking through
some pricelists and "offers'" sent me by a fow leading Swiss dealers and auctioneers, I
noticed some 'delicatessent!, but at & price... A block of four Rayon I, light blue,
unused,but without gum,600 F; & Bale Dove used on small piece, 1,250 F; Zurich 4 Rp.
v——tical lines (described as sli:ghtly defect) 1,800 F; eanother B&le Dove on cover, post-
n.-ked FRANCO, 1,200 F; Zurich 6 Rp. unused 600 Po,Winter thur 2% Rp. 750 F. All of thase
are described as "bargalns" "unrepeatable offers!, "lowest valuations" etc., but in most
cases the price is equal to full cat. It isg getting more and more difficult to get fine
early material -in Switzerland, and prices are high. In contrast, I felt nostalgic when
seeing an offer ; "Small collection of Great Britain, Queens, Posts asbroad etc, Zumstein
cate 92 frs., our price 1l2.- frs." Well, well, early British for about 1/8 catees

DOUBLE-PRINT OF THE 50 C ATRMAIL. Our Berne correspondent repor+ts the discovery of a
double-print of the 50 C. green Airmail stamp of 1941 (Zum.l\lo.29,) The double-print is
very clear and concems the 33rd stemp on sheet 2, bearing the issue date of October 28
1947, Inquiz,les with PTT brought to light that the double impression was noticed only
af ter several =~ '%¢%2 sheets were printed, most of vhich were actually delivered to the
post offices. Te fault was corrected and mwinting from the same plate contirmed, Thus
there exist sheets No.,2 with and without the double impressions

PUT MAD® 40 Million F PROFIT IN 1948, The Swiss postal amthority reports a profit of
40,800,000 Francs for 1948, about 3,7 million F more than in 1947, Altoge ther 591 million
postage stamps and 2,627,250 postage dues were sold, The sale of postage stamps was
higher by sbout 14 million, that of postage dues remained almost the same as in 1947,
From the sale of Pro Juventute stamps the Charity Pund received 1,400,000 F, the sales

of National Fete stamps in 1948 provided 769,554 F for the National Committee which
administers the fund, A very large proportl.on of this money came from collectors,
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Valuation Basis "Zumstein" or "Stanley Glbbons";ag requlred

Insurance Broker - -
WALTER 8. POTOTZKY 27SClement'soLane »Lombard §t.,London,E.C.4

Tel, MANsion House 9132

- (a member of "Helvetia P,S," and can be recommend ed):
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FROMTHE KON NATIONAL SECRETARY I SETEQ, 131, Bushey Roads

OUR NEW PRESIDENT. At tho Annual Genersl Macting of our Society, which is to take place
in May, we shall endeavour to present a now President as successor to our unforgotien
first President, Miss Ponn~Gaskell, whose death coused an almost irreplacable loss to the
Society and the. whole philatelic world, I am pleased o report that the efforts of some
members of the Committee to win for this office one of tho most prominent philatelists

in this country, a’'leading specialist of Switzerland, anthor of various dissertations on
Swiss stamps, and -last but not lenst- a most charming personality, have beeon nct entirely
unsuc cessful, We are confident that members wiil welcome  the nomination unaninously.

EXCHANGE PACKET., There are so feow entries of members' material that it has once again

become extremely difficult to keop up satisfactory circulation. Please, do your best to
complle a few booklets and help the hon.Exchange Packet Branch Superintenden't in his
difficult and thankless job.

ZUMSTHLN SWI TZERLAND 1950 CATALOGUE. I received a few more coples of this, but there -

will be no rore after they have been distributed,until the 1951 edition. Those manbers
who desire to secure one of these fow, should order at once, Price 35,6d, :

'~ SPECIAL POSTMARKS AND FeD.Cs, Mr.Fritz Brnst, the former secretary of the Berne Phila~
telic Society, who is an official of the Swiss Foreign Office, has been transferred to ihe
London Swiss Legation and is taking an active part in our Society!'s London Group. He has

" kindly offered to provide at very reasonsble prices (at about 6d.each) all the current
Special Postmarks and ¥.D.Cs., and merbers interested should get in touch with the hon,
National Secretary, stating their requirements.

_.-..—._-—-_.—..-...,...........-..-.——,—....—..-—.—.—...._p‘......_..-.—-.———....—....—.._....

O N DON GROU PHon Secretary. P.STRAPION, 60,Regency Street, London, S.We.
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The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 7th,1950, at 6.15 p.m. at the Yorks
Mansions Rastaurant, 94-98,Petty France, Westminster,S.W.l (next to St.James!'s Tabe Stn.)
MreReLeMayston, the untiring chairman cf the Group writes: "The London Group Committee
decided in November that owing to the close proximity of the festive season,and the
financial strain it imposes on most pockets, a meeting in January would be inopportune.
To make up for it, the committee arranged a 'bumper' meeting for February. Mr.F.Ernst
will open the meeting with an interes ting review of "Philately in Switzerland" from a
Swiss national's point of view, The talk will be followed by a "Twenty Questions"-quiz
and members will have every opportunity for brushing up their knowledge (We also hops to
have a lot of fun). A "Discussion” on various subjects will follow, Dont be afraid to
ask plenty ¢f questions, however 'simplé! or !smallt, The aeeting will be concluded by an
Aucticn — there are dlready mmy fine lots for this, and members are invited to bring
along mary more.,.and also plenty of cash, There will be some good bargains goinge"

L e B T T T o T T T = I P e e T I R T B it i e

LEEDS & N.E.GROUP

It is proposed to held a meeting early in.
¥ i March, and members in Yorkshire and the
TLots can be send for v:.evvlng. If North Bast are invited to get in touch with

returned, a small charge for postage || Mr.iLmrence Moore, Trustee of the Teeds P.S.
and insur ance will be made, Only ("Arosah,Lawnswood Gagdens, Leads 6) so that
firm bids at,or,above the stated the final date cean be Ffixed,

"regerve" 'can be aocep’ced. ' nnnnmnmnnumlnnnmlnunummnuummunnnmmmmun

LOT No, DESCRIPTION LOWEST BID LOT No., DESCRIPTION. LOWEST BID

Rayor I, bl/white f.,u, - 10/~ 10 Airmails?2 £, Zum,No,13,m, 3o/~
 do, really fine marg, 15/- %—% gro Jj&iero :ZIL_gzgmsedt 6/
: ; _ ro Aero min Fo oo
gayon %%{ nice “SE% coPy 6?6 15 bhtn armivers 1.E0 fructi1276
ayon arge 15,u.. 1/5- 311 1863,1 F, BRONZE,f. u.(36a) 70/ -

RAYON IIT,SUALL 15 Rp. 40/~ 15 1881, 5 ¢, DOUBLE IMPRESSION
L.yery. fair used copy- T _in pair with normal,m. 8/6

'another,but close, w. 25/~ 16 ;ao. 50 G purple, DOUBLE I@PR i

{in pair with normal,m, RR! 75/~

RAXON T, 5 O, hlue/vnite | 17 NABA 1934 MINTATURE-SHERT 90/~
:%OQ%LE IMPR%SSION O{ he © 18 PRO PATREA 1936 Min,Sheet 12/

ear : s -

a e%% Sod RARE 100/=1 19 PAY 1945 compl.set,mint  55/-

~ o U phwoH

20 PRO JUVENTUTE 191 -1916

'REDBROWN v,fine used g 5,5,0 incl,rare tete=biche,m! - 45/~

Zum-22Aag at 2§O f, {21 Adrmails 86.299, 317-325,

S cat f12, . e 339-341,m, & oy all fine 42/~
9 'small collection of impert. 22 SWISS-ATR,USA,1947,0fficial = -

Sitting Helv, 5 C (3),10 C presentaions booklet for UsPiUs

(3),15 ¢(2),20 G(2), 45 ¢(3) with m.& 1, blocks of four £ 5e=-e=

a1l good, uged | 22/6 = (Wext months meny SAN and BIT lods)
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]DEPICTED ON COMMEMCRATIIVE AND JUVENTUTE STAMPS

(Many members have suggested a story on

landmarks and events of Helvetia's proud histery
are depicted on Yer stamps, We begin today a geries
of articles based on material supplied by our member
Mr.GeR,HIND,0f Dundee, whose fine collection is
arranged on historical lines,) ,

e story of Switzerland does not really begin until the Middle Agese PI‘lOI‘ to that
time, the Alpime valleys shared the history of Central Europe — the Romen occupation,
the barbarian conquest after Rome's decline, and a confused period under feudal lords.

The mightiest of these were the Counts of the Zurichgaw, who in the 12th century ruled
a large part ef the land as "Vogts" ("Protectors”) on behalf of the German Fmperors.

Most of the western areas belonged to the Kingdom of Burgundy, whilst Underwalden, the
vellay of the Reuss and the lands around Lucerne were the property of bishops and abbots,
In 1218 the Count of Habsburg became the “Protecter" of what is today the German
speaking part of Switzerland., The abbots of St.Regula and St.Felix and their tenants, the

"free men of Fraununster and the Rhine Valley" protested and revolted, and in 1289 the -
Gormsn Bmperor grented the  community of Uri a charter which removed them from the juris-
aiction of the counts and placed them in immediate dependence on the Emperor, Similarly,
in 1240 the inhabitants of Schwyz received a charter, which cr:ated a self-governing
commmnity, The Counts of Habsburg did not like it at all, and when Bmperor Frederick II
was deposed end excomifcated by the Pape, they took the opportunity ef restoring their

’ /} rule over Aargem and the other valleys. The men of Schwyz, Sarnen and Lucerne rallied
benind the Emperor. But the emperor was defeated, and in 1273 ome of the counts of Habs-

burg, Rudolph, was elected German Emperor »y 'he Germon dukes snd bishops,
u}t WAL IR g a g onnp gy

Rudolph, who was born on the shores of N LONDON GROUP /‘1557'//\/6 ?;

the Lake of Lucerne -his castle stood betweem, 1

the present site of the city and Kuessnachi~ | ':""O‘P CH Z-th T WO DISPL%}.YS o

introduced a somewhat liberal rule in his = n 'ARMORTAL ART EN SWISS STAMPS ;;;

home-land snd protected the Helvetians frem " By Mrs.E.J. RAWNSLEY - N

the tyraany of the nobles, For & time the I} and "T8te Béche and sé—tenants" «\;\b

people got reconciled to the Emperor!s rule, ! By Mr .E,H,Spiro 0 s(. IK‘
But his sen Albert tightened this xrule W T il 1 HiviwwiwW ﬂ NPT 0

by sending Imperial Bailiffs into the valleys. Their insolence knew no bounds and the
peasants, now used to administer their own affairs, were eutraged. In November ef 1307,
three "Eldest", Stemffacher of Schwyz, Furst of Uri,and Melchtald ef Underwald, each
follewed by ta& friends, met at night in a remote spot, Gruetli, where thgyswore the famous
oath te "Sustain the common cause of liberty". ™Te signal for the revolt against the ball-
iffs was given ~according to legend- by the man whe is Switzerland!s greatest hero — ~
William Tell (the full story will be told under the heading of the Pro Juven thte issue ef
1920 in one of the next instalments), The Schwyzers raided the abbey of Einsiedeln,whose
gbbot held with the bailiffs, and the Bnperyr ordered his brother, Duke Leopold of Austria
to chanstise the rebels, After mony skirmishes. came the battle of Morgarten (1315). The’
mountaineers had blocked the roads and hidden themselves behind the rocks, When the Empe~
rorx!s knights approached in their heavy armour a shower of boulders and tree trunks was
hurled upon them, and the peasants then charged with their primi tive weapons, Most of the
knights were Imrled into the lake and perished and the untmined and poorly armed pensants
won & decisive v:.ctory over the Bmperorts army.

This fantastic battle was the outset of the Swiss Confederatl.on. On Docember 9,1316
ropre san tatives of the victorious highlanders a.ssembled at Brunnen on the Loke of Lucerne

1
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switzerland's historical background, as so many e
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and procluimed the "Everlasting Loagme", Tha treaty was signed by the three "origginale
camtons, Schwyz, Urli and Underwald, The new "state" had not yet a names, It was known o8
the "midgenossenschaft", the "League of the Oath (of Gruetli)", But already by 1320 the
name of Schwyz was accepted ng that of the new League. Put it was not wntil after the battle
of Sempaeh, at'which the highlmnders once ngaln defeated the attempt of another Emperor
~'Leopold IIT — to crush thelr indepandence. that the name “"Schwyz" (then spelled Sweicz)
came into popular use, and it was not until 1863 that it formed the official naume 'of the
Swiss Confederation, In 1352 the League was enlarged by the inclusion of Glarus, ond in
1564 the men of Schwyz chased the Austrisns out of Zug, and added the area %o the Loeagucs
Alroady in 1351 the ancient town of Zurich joilned it, ond after the Rurgundian war, the
Stigs extended thoir conquest towards the West into French sped™king territory.

TFor nearly two conturies, inspite of continued wars, the new Loague went from strength’
to strength. To onsurc their command of the SteGotthard Pass, the Swiss succecded in wroest-
ing the Ticino valley from the Duchy of Milen., Finally in the battle of Dornash in 1499,
the Swiss dispelled for ever all attompts of the Austrians and ihe Germon Emperor for
reasserting the old supremacy over their lands, Switzerland was, at last, independent,
though not until 1684 the German Hmperor finally resigned his empty claim to swzerainty
over the Confederation, '
© By the end of the XVI-th century the Jonfederation consisted ¢f 13 cantens, a situntion
that was o remain unchanged. for 300 yosrs. Then the disturbing tide of the Reformation
anhd religious wars swept over Hurope, and Switzerland become & hovse divided agninst 1t-
splfs. Until 1712 civil wars raged in the valleys and varlous cantons sided with the
German princes en one, and the French kings on the other hond. By the end ef the XVIIIth
eontury the country was in a state of chaos, md the Longue existed only on popers:
he French Directory, which followed the French Revolution took ndvantage of the disrup-
tion, Switzerland was overrun and a Heivetian Republic, modelled on France,establisheds
For more thon five yeors French troops were in occupation, until Napeelen, now the
French Bmperor, withdrew them in 1802, After much sonfusion, the Congress of Vienns in
1p1% restored its independence, amd the old santons were jJoined by the Fronch md Italian
specking parts once again, S - ) T |
i Since that time, save for the civil war in 1047-48 (when the seven Crtholic contons
Lycerne, Uri, Schwyz, Underwalden, Zug, Fribourg md Valals, revolted agriinst the Confe-
deration on the gqwestien ef Jesuilt schools, and vere defented by the Federal army under
Ganersal Infour), the story of gwitzerland has been ene of continued peace and prosperity,

¢ In further instalments we shall give a descriptiof ef the various commemorative
stemps in relaticn to Swiss history, ‘ ) !

 SWISS TETE-BECHES & SE-TENANTS

Bxcerpt from a talk to be given by

_ S : ., <sm BaHeSpiro at, the London Group Meeting)
The tete-bache and se~tenant combinatiens ef the earlidr igswes wers ot made to please
the collectors but were to serve a very practical purpose. This may not quite apply to—t*w
later issues, but if one started . collecting them, there is no possibility to draw s -
liney First eof all, I must diecard a fallacy that some ef these tete beche pairs were made
"oy mistake", as for instance the famous oearly tete beche stamps of France., They were all
made for the manufacture ef wocklets obtainsble from slet machines, snd their comparative
rarity is easily explained by the fact that non-philatelists who bought such booklets,
gimply severed the te te Weche and se-~tenant pairs in order to use single values for their
~letters and postcards, : '
Switzerland issued stamp booklets in 1904. For their production ordinary sheets of 100
stamps of the & Centi nnd 10 Cent, Numerals were used., As a paper margin wos needed to
- fasten the stomps betwean the two covers of the booklets, only the first three vertical
row 8 could be used. They were divided in five small panes “of 8ix stomps efch, THe Temaining
seventy stamps of the sheet were sent to the post offices for normal sale. ‘ "
This proved impractica.ble, becase post office clerks complained “that 'the broken sheets
‘complicate their accounts.Te supply forms vhich the clerks had to submit did not allow
for port sheets, but only for units of 100. It was not, however, until 1908 that tho Swips
Post Office decided to hnve specially printed sheets for the mmufncturs of booklets, By
then the special method has slready been adopted in the U.S.A. ond other countries,
© The first stamp to be printed in the new lay-out was the 25 C. blue Holvetia with Sword
(Zumstein No.1l09) ®he special sheets were of 90 otemps, nine vertical rows of 10, plus a
blank row in the place of the 4th row, In order %o proevent counterfelting by using the
blank spaces - same paper, and same parforation as the stampol -~ holes were punched through
them, The 8th, 9th and 10th rows were printed reveroed {tete beche) and when severed from
the 7 th row. and turned upright, the right hand margin become & left hand morgin ond
‘could be used in binding another set of booklets, This layout produced 15 pangs of six
stomps each, with the necessary margins for binding and proved o guick and economicel
process of manufacture. There was no restriction on selling complete sheets "on demmdr -
ot the main post.offices ~ there did not yet exist the Philatelic Agency then -~ but only
a fraction of these sheets was so0ld to collectors. Hence pairs with the blenk, punched
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space of the sarlier issues ‘are rather rares Ordinory 'bete beche pairs ore,of course, less
elusive,

The layout of the e#stamps plus ten~blank-spaces sheet.) hos been mainteined for forty—
two years. Only this year, with the advent of the larger size Landscnypes, s new layout for
the tete-beche arrangement of the Just issued 65, 10 md 20 ¢ had t be introduced. The .
sheete have 80 stamps and include 20 tete—beches,

In 1917 the Post Office found it practical to combine two denomlnatlonu in one sheet
in order to produce "mixed" booklets of several values, instend of the former booklets,
which had only values of 5 C, or 10 Cs Or 25 Cy ond so ons This decision produced the ‘
se~tenant combinations, of which there are mmy varieties. Becrmse the different arronge-
ments there were vertical rnd horizontal combinations of the differont valuwes, ond also
different values separated by the blank, punched spoce, severed from complcete sheets.

Tn 1927 the punched holes were substituted by o perforntion line, becuse it was easler
to use the margins thus produced for stitching or gtapling the beoklets, With the advent

OLD METHOD of the landscares in 1936 y'e'b _ NEW MBTHOD
W]t» TS T—— a differcut methods was intre-~ &} t cu”f T
, ducoed, Instend of punching or |a f A Il‘lB A
cufﬁ‘,-..--;--!.._ perforating the blank spases RN RS —cut
Sedecdioden g wore - printed over with wof }o-jed.iii feiMilillnd
cqﬁ_’é‘";’"f"'s" k rOWS Of Zig‘-‘zag cTos seS.Later f %o -g-u‘:- .E.‘.?a}..?ﬁ*..:;q\.\-éu.guug. __.__Qnt -En
m;t_,i"f',';”‘: Brﬁ er% the pattern was changed te 3 % / \9.,; g“";
, :.;‘-..-‘ g 22 1lines of crosses. ) bodees 4/§,, —sut _§
cuthi.t. .l b , In the Zumsteln catalogue,as’ : Y Rl e
: ”,,* woll as in other Swiss cata~ a"f'g« —~cu b -53
) g logues the tete beche and se- | | D letValii g =
opuates dane ) £ FRRPTRY S . m'—
Cuﬁ‘ Lokl - tenmts ere fully listed, but | ¢ :*‘ti‘“s —aut
Sl L Stanley Gibbons does not list "g"""f;i--" 14,‘,‘\" e § I <@
the various combinations, A S SR B B LR

-~ In addit:.on to the normal postage stamps several other is Bues were printedTn se—-tenont .
combinations, mich as the Zurich National Exhibition issue in which the 5, 10 and 28 Cents
values were printed in strips corbining the three langunges; or the Salva.ge o tomps , printed
in sheets which combined the "Durchhalten", "Tenir" and "Resistere" stomps in various
arrangements. A tabulation of the various issues ond o survey of such se—tenants vhich
originate. from liniature sheets will be- given in onother article. -

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS

A STUDY OF THE RAYON ISSUES. The well-lmown expert, Dr.Herbert Munk, has published in

the SChwelzer Brieimarken Zeitung, Bemme, & searching study of the Rayon issues, with
special reference to the seven plates of the 5 C blue/White. It is the result of mony years
of research and is bound to become the "bible " of all collectors of the early issues.
We hope to acquire the rights of an English tr“nslation, which would then be published as
~—gpeclial issue of the Helvetin News Lotter.

. W LANDSCAPES IN THTE BECHE AND COILS. The P.TeTe amnounces thot the 5,10 and 20 Centpe

in the new Lendscapes and Technlique design are beoing issued in sheets of 80 contalning 30
tete Bache (without empty spaces) and also in coils, The coils com rise the values ef & 3.0,
20,25,30 end 40 Cents. Only complete sheots of the tete,beche ~nd coils of 50 with numernls
on the back are solds The icsue of the fote bache sheets is really o mystery, decmse they
cannot be uwsed —at least at present- for the mmufac ture of booklets. The slot machines nre
constructed for the small size stamp booklets,

SPERATL 1S FORGING ON. ®he case of the notorious \forger Gioranni (row Jsan) de Spemti
is becoming n farce. On April 28,1948 he was sentenced by the Criminal Tribunal of the
Seine in Parie to one year imprisonment for selling forged stumps as genuine. He appealed
and wos released on balls No new trinl was ordered for the las+t 22 months, and Monsieur -
Sperati settled down nicely in a fine villa in the South ef Frrnce, where he is continuing
his handiwork, Forging old, demonetised stamps is nect — repeat not ~ o eriminal offence
in France, Ha got a prison sentence not for forging the classics, but for "false pretences
becanse he sold the forgeries as genuine stamps. Now he is selling his forgeries as "fine
imf tations” from his “office" at Aix-les~Bwins, Our Berne correspondent says that some of |
his latest "imitations" include the Poste Locale with fremed cross, the Orts Post with
fremed cross, the 15 Centimes Rayon III, and the Rayon III with small figures, .
MREELE CATALOGUE PRICH FOR HLOCKS OF FOUR. A large Swiss dealer is advertising in 'mr:.ous
Swiss philatelic magazines an offer of buylng the 3 Centimes Numerals grey. (Zums toin B9)
2 Centimes Tell boy 1907 (Zum.101) and vaorious other "common" stamps ot three timgs the
catalogue price for nicely used blocks of four. For mmy other common stamps in blocks,the
some dealer is offering double catalogue price. Our Zurich correspondent comments that s
new "craze" of collecting blocks of four (used) is¢weeping Switzerland and iz the rsason for’
these offerss Some of the common stamps in blocks. are sold at 8 times the cat,quotation}
NEW AIRMAIL COLOURS 7 There are persistent rumours in cireculation about the intention
of te P,T,P, to issue in near future several air mail vnlues in changed colours.
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BREAKING UP T¥O COLLECTIONS - 'llANTS LISTS ACCEPTED 1

- T have two large collections of Switzerland for dispersal, One is from
a Welsh member, Mr.G.Issitt,M.A., who has decided to give up colleating.
the: other ig that of our late member iMr.A.Freeman, who died last September
and whose widow desires to sell his collection. Both collections are prac-
.tically complete, with the exception of thc groat rarities, Cantonal issucs
ete., and contain a large amount of duplicates, mint and used, Socicte de
Nations, Bureau dc Travail, tots bechcs, .

¢ In addition, I roccived from a London mombor a numbor of Loaguc of Nations
and Lobour Officc stamps, including soveral of the raré paper varictics,
sych as the 70 Contimoes on smooth paper otee for disposal. through the Postal
Auction. Finally, a momber "scnt me an accumulation of flown lctters with
spceinl cancellations, first flights cte. It is practieally impossiblc to
enter such large accumulations in thc Postal Auctions, bscausc it would take
s¢veral months to ligt thom in tho "Nows Letters". I thereforc proposc to
disposc of the two.collcctions through "wants lists”. Mombecrs arc invited to
s¢nd mc théir "wants", muntioning S.G.ond Zumstein eat.numbors, and I shall
endeavour to satisfy most of thes: wants from the large accumulation of
vory fine material. Thc "wants lists™ can includoc kayons, Sitting Holve tia
imperf.,and of course, 2ll the subscquent issucs.Ths condition of all tho
-8tomps offered is vory fine indcod, and pricocs will be very roasonable # %
mych below thc proscnt "market" priccs asked at publie auctions and by ’
d@alens. Barly ap.lications arc neccssary, and coverything will be sont
"gn approval”. Th: So3isty will roceivc a small commission of the prices
‘rgalised. Wwll, hcro is an opporfunity to f£ill those nasty gapsi

LAPSED MEMERSHIPS. A number of mombers haove not paid the subseéription of
7g6d.for 1950 . ithout notifying thc hon.Treasurcr or mysclf that they want
to resign. Thoir mombership is considored as lopsed. This "Nows Lottor” de
still boing sont to 2 fow of them, vhorec it might have bcon assumed that
thoy have only ovcrlooked to remit th: subseription. But this will be defi-
nitely the final rominder, and all sorviccs will bc stoppcd to thosc mombers
who havc not complicd. Mcembers whoss mcembership had lapsed will ®o asked to
pry cnother Eantrance Pee of 2s.6d. in a2ddition to the subscription,if thoy
want. to recjoin the Socloty after March 15th, 1950. '

* ‘ ’ ‘
Literature ond Accessories O O aogks ond Injuiries
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i'EIHE SWISS POSTMARKS DURING 100 YEARS. The PoT.Te has Jjust published an official haps—
book of Swiss postmarks and cencellations used during. the century from about 1845 on. -
T™e handbook is published in German only, btut it is so well illustrated that it will be
extremely useful even to those who .know no Cermsn. We can supply the handbook on. booking
at 6/—» plus 3d.postage. - The PeTuTe has also published & superwly produced volume ’
‘MHistory of the Swiss Post 1849-1949% in French. The ook has 650 pnges, scores of full-
- page tables and photographs, Unfortunately, the price is 25.-~ Swiss frs,, and we are un-
gble to. offer it to members. We may perhaps

e e ooy, md we it~ T ONDON GROUP MEETING

e Tt B SRR % s oy March 7%, 6%,
. 2 W h mon - . o - R ERSE 3 / r - 3 4 A Y A28 i SO £ . €
"B 1457 TRWD ZOMS RN s;;m;;mﬁmp CATA) -~ ueoaay, tarck /[ o 9T

LOGTES ore ofTered &t %5.80. To mors after— | #t tho YORKS MANSIONS RES TAUEANT,
ey have gone. = 94/98,Pctty Pronce, Wostminstor,S.W.l

- ALBUM LBAVES in heavy cartridge ctu be (next door to St.Jmea’s Tubc Stotion}
boyent through us at reduced prices. DISLAY AND TALK by Mrs.E.J KAMBLEY :

‘ "arrmorial Art on Swiss Stamps"
’ 1 Hon.Sgceretarys P.STRATION :
L e Roganoy & troet, London, 8 7.1 { DISPL:Y AND TALX by Mr.E,H.Spiro on

b : "Tcte-beohe & Sa-tonant Issucs"

The Group held a most successful meeting Followed by o discussion.

in February, devoted to a 20 Questions quiz | Mombers arc adviscd to makc cvery
devised by the Chairmen,Mr.R.L. Mayston and| cffort to attond this intcrosting
the hon,Group Secretary, Highest score of - mcoting. '

correct replies was 13, and & few members cdms croppers, DUt overyone nad plenty of fun
and enlarged his or her knoweldge of Swiss philately and postal history., A hearty vote
of thanks for the great trouble was given t the two organisers of the quiz and an

auctlion with some interesting material concluded the happy gathering.

{ T LONDON GROUP
¢
{
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Ihe Pro Juventute stomps depict the conts ef’
armg of the Ccntons ond some of the free cities, ﬁ()i‘Vﬂ@fv G@WPM{&'%’W@ 3
and 38 futre orticles we shall deal- in—deatmé:«lr— Mg_qw -6:4% P"?““'
with the heraldic emblems and their history. . v
In this connection it may be of ‘interest to Boy 7?»%)‘ _ ﬂ.'acé’ THE SWAN? r
a fow words cbout the Pre Juventute Foundation, || Cosmo Place, Southampton Row, '
e fund wos estoblished Ly the drive and vision London,W,C. 2 near Kingsway and

Lol i e o o

GRHYRD. SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS |

e - THS BIRTH OF THh’PPO JUVENTUTE! ISSUES

In our March "News Letter" we gave a short survey of Swiss history. Many of it‘* great
events, leandmarks,and national heroes are depicted on Swiss stamps, especially on the
Pro Juventute and National Fete issues. In subsequent issues of the "News Lebtter" we shall
deal in detail with these stamps, but in order to understand the significance of the
heraldic and historic designs, a short outline of the constitutional developments unt:.l the
prossent day may be. welcomed by readers,

vitzerland is a Confederation of twenty-two sovereign Cantons. Whilst there is a w:.de

can tonal independence in regard te lecal govemment, some of the most impertant matters are
decided by the Confederation and the Doderal Government, together with the Federal Assembly,
The Assembly — the Confederation's Parliament - consist of twe Houses, the Council ef -
State, which bas 44 memders ~twe from each Canton regordless of its size or popwlatien,-
and the National Council of 194 menmbers, elected by proportienal representation, by male
voters over 20 years of age. Women have ne franchises The Confederation alone has the
right to declare war or peace, conclude alliances amd treaties with foreign countries.It.
controls the State finances, the criminal qnd civil laws, administers the Posts,Telegraphs
and Telephones, Customes and Excises » Weights md Measures.

e Cantons - Aaraou, Appenzell, Basle, Berne, Fribourg, St.Gall, Geneva, Glarus, Grisons
{(Groukuenden), Lucerne, Neuchatel, Schaffhausen, Schwys, Solothurn (Soleure), Tessin (Ticino)
Thurgan, Unterwalden, Uri, Veud, Valals (Wellis), Zurich and Zug « . con be grouped into

‘three classes:~ {i) those with a direct democratic constituticn, in which the voters meet

in the epen oir, on a pre-determined date, to vote their cantonal laws; {ii) those in which
the damocmtiz representation is vested in a Grand Council of the canton, elected by secret
ballet; and (iii) thooe who hove o mixed constitution combining legislction in the Grand

Council, and a "referfﬁdum" »y vihich all voters d.ecide to epprove or re.}ec'b the laws pqssed
by ~*we Grand Council,

of one man — Br.Carl Horber,of Zurieh - vho fored! Holborn Tube Station.)Bus 68,77
saw that the war agninot Tuberculosis wes only Talk & Display by R.L.MAYSTON :
one aspect ef the socinl problems eof the youth, "‘VRITING UuP A SWISS COLLECTI@N" :
In 1922, the yeor vhich saw the birth ef the = =
first, not yet official, Pro Juventate stamps, there existed in Switzerlsnd some 5,00@ privnt\
societles denling with ”Il'bl tubarculosis md youth welfare,Little liacion existed between ther
05t of them were limited to cctivities in cities, towns, rural districts. Horber envisaged
c. ccnt:r‘al orgenisatien and on September 23rd,1912 o delegnte assembly ot Aarou adopied the
"Pro Juven tute Fund" stotutes, Horber hecome the firstysecretary goneral of the foundation.
Originclly plmned to raice funds with which to fight feverculosic in children and adolescants
the Fund quickly expanded to uverve the child and youth welfare in general and oloo included
the care for nursing mothers as onc of i1ts tasks, One of the momns for raising monagy wag the
isoue of lubels, which the Swiss post authorities allowed o be placed next to the pos tog
stompoe This first set of "Pro Juventute" otamps was issued late in 1912 and conoioted of
three labels, all sold at 10 C each, and printed in three colours — brovn, with o German
toxt, green for the French .,peakz.ng cantons, and red for the Italian ports, Equally,ln the
"Three langunges there was a slogm printed on the gummed back of the labelo, vhich resn
For the Young ~ The proceeds will be used for the fight agningt Tuberculosis among children"
Althougy not valid for franking medl, these "Vorlaeufer" (fore~rummers) of the Pro Juven tute
rostoge stemps of later years are cm.lected by all Switzerland specinlists, partly becmue
many of them, placed next to the ordinary postage stamps, bear the mual pos tmark, ¢




PAGE 2 HELVETIA NEWS LETMR ' APRIL 1950

The sale of the 1912 labolo brought the unexpectedly large sum of 127,000 freones, and en—
cournged by the great popular response, the Swiscs Government decided to assist the "PJe"
Foundation by the issue of a "real" postoge stomp, valid for franking meil, This first
nofficial" igssue came out shortly before Christmes 1913, and was wvalid for postal purposes
from Decerber 1lst,1913 to Februnry 28th,1914,. It was the vell-known green 5 Centimes wvalue’
ghoving an =llegorical female figure,Helvetia, and in the back-ground a view of the Matter-
horne It was designed by A.Grossete Owing to the outbreck of the vworld war, no Pro Juvepn—
tute stomp vas issued in 1914, but in 1915 appenred two stamps — o B Cegreen on.buff,
designed »y Wedalmer, depicting o boy in the costume of Appenzell, vith the view of the
Sontio mngsif in the background, ond a 10 Ce red on buff, showing the head of a girl, in
the costure of the Fntlebuch dis trict of Lucerne,
o o o " {To be continued next month)
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SPECLAL "NFWS LETTHR" ISSUB FOR THE LONDON EXHIBITION, Thic month's lgsue consisto of
twvo poges only in order to cave our funds for the publication ef a spscial "bumper" discue
of the "Helvetin Kews Lotter" in May. e Mny "News Letter" will consist of six
pages and will be putlished as o special edition for the International Stamp Exhibition in
Londen, Wo hore %o publish & number of interesting articles mnd studies, including a contri
tutien from our Comm! ttee Maember, Mr.Harold D.Gs GISBURN, the well-known philatelie author,
and also an article from a proxinent Swiss writer. ' '

ANNUAL GHRNRAL MPETING IN MAY  The A.CeMs will toke place on Mey 16%h,1950 in London,

Ouing o the lamented death of our President, Miss Winifred Pann-Goskell, and the nes eity
te reorgmise the existing Committee becmse of the ever growing romifications of owi:
astivities, soveral new officers will be clecteds It is proposed to create the office of
m Orgenising Sceretary, who will assist the hon.Nntionsl Sceretory especially in improving
tho contac to with mémbers. Mr.P.STRATION , the London Group Secretary, hns beewhcked by
the Commlttee %0 nct in thio capneity in the memtime, and it is hoped that the A.G.Mewill
o * eonfirm thic decisien., Mrs.B.RAWNSLEY has kindly accepted to act ac hon.Libratrle
wntil the A.G M, moy decide to es tgpblish this new 3ffice, ond Mr.A.HARDING hos kindly vo-
 limitesred to cct oo hon.Joint Exchange Packet Superintendent together with the hon.National
Becrotary. Wo hope to improve okl the services conslderably in the future and open a big
- mombershi» recruiting compeign during the summer for the new sesson. o ' ‘
Merders vho desire te put motions before the AsGeMe dr move cmendments to the EULES %re
requested to suk 1t such metions without delay to the hon,Natonal Secretory. '
o "WANTS LISTO! can otill e enterteined oo there is o folrly lorge remninder from the two
rembers coliectiens offered last monthe for dispersal. The liste chould be typed or writter
. on separate sheets nnd 1ot included in letters denling vwith other matiters. The prices ore
very renccnoble ond meny merbers have alresdy token the opportunity to, fill thelr gops md
have exprovoed their satisfoction as to the condition mnd prices ef the stomps bounghts

TEX LONDON GROTF will in future meet at "The Swan",Cosmo Place,Southempt
Rew,W,0,2, The new meeting prlace is within short walking digstance of
Kingsway-flolbern Tnderground Station. Buses No,.68 (68a),77 (77a) stop neax
and Buges 19 and 38 within a short walking distance,also trams at Kingsway
The next meeting 1s cn Tuesday,Aﬁril 11,1950 at 6,1% pm, Mr,R.L.Mayston
will give a talk and display cn "Writing up a gwiss collection', and he
invites mewbers te vring semple pages from their own albums. There will
also be a digplay of literature, catalogues,hendbooks,magazines and °
pamphlets devoted %o Swiss philately,organised by the hon,Group Secretar:
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From Qur CORRES PONDENTS

PRO JUVENTUTE AND NATTONAL FRTES TO HAVE FIVE VALUES, NEW DESIGNS THIS YEAR

Our Berne correspondent, sends us some very interesting news about "revolutionary" -,
changes contemplated by the P.T.T. He says that it was decided that the Pro Juventute anf
National Fete series will have f i v e values instead of four, by adding a - - 30 ¢
plus 10 C stamp (which was discontinued last year and replaced by the 40 C plus 10 -C).
The value of each set will thus go up from l.lo F to 1,50 F. — This year endirely new
designs will e chosen for the two sets. The flower subjects of the P.J.series and the
"typical Swiss houses" of the National Fete series have "run out", and will bo replaced
by pictures of Swisc fauna for the Pro Juventute and sporting subjects for the Nat.Fetoo,
The 1950 Pro Juventuto set will dopict Alpine incccts and butferflies. The National Fete
set'will start o long soriece of pictures showing meny differont sports and gomes, come
opeci fic to Switzorlisnd. We hope to publich more details sbout these chenmges next month,
A U PsU.L900 RARITY. Our Bale correspondent tells us that a dealer in this city is
offoring for salc & cover franked with the two 25 C blue UPU 1900, the "normal® mA the
rare redravm type. The two stamps,one next to anothar, bear a cloar postmerk "BER] -
S1-XII-00 —~ FAHRPOST AUFGABE", Swico philatolists believe that the cover is definitely
uniques The price? The denler says he io prepared to concider “serious offersh,
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REVIEW OF THE EXHIBITION |
MANY SWISS GEMS ON SHOW

The London International Stamp Bxhibition, which takes place from May 6
e to May 13, at Grosvenor House, Hyde Park, is a philatelic event of first rate
:  importance. The Exhibition provides an unigque opportunity of viewing the gems
greatest gems and rarities, but also for seeing assembled important parts of
some of the most famous collections in the world, This opportunity will not occur again
soon. Indeed, to many of us it may provide a singular chance of a lifetime, No one whe
can possibly arrange a visit will miss this chance, and whilst we are confident that all
members residing in London and the Hame Counties will turn up in strength, we also hope e
that members in more distant places will try to come to London during Exhibition week.

Their visit will be well rewarded. Quite apart from the many hundred frames presenting
a unique philatelic display of general interest, they will find meny items of special
appeal to Switzerland collectors.

They will be able fo admire many pages from the King's Collection (including sush gems
as the famous 2d. Mauritius — the finest example ef this stamps in existence), the display
of the General Post Office, the exhibits of the Royal Philatelic Society, the Postal Histo-
vy Soclety and many others.

In these columns we have to confine ourselves to the exhibits of gwitzerland, and,indeed,
there is much to repnrt sbout the fine array of Swiss material, which is on view at
Grosvenor Housa, Through the courtesy of the Exhibition Commititce we aré able to give a
ghort preview of these treasures,

"n the Court of Honour, Consul F.Benzinger shows a selection from his research cellect—
i .. of carly classics, of which we only need to instance a number of superb Swiss Cantonals
en covers. Under the motto "Sixtus Afranius", a famous collector is cxhibiting some ef

the groatest Swiss rarities, including a probably unique mint block of six Double Geneva
cut the wrong way&

CANNUAL GENERAL MEET/NG 16 MAY 1930

i at 6.15 p.m.,at THE SWAN RESTAURANT, Cosmo Place, London,W.C.l :
{ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE, ELECTICN COF OFFICERS, CHANGE OP RULES, :
: LONDON GROUP D I 3P L AY, DISCUSSION ON THE INT, EXHIBITION. %

g s
or v o

Among the competltlve exhlblts is a uelcctlon from tho famoug colloction of Cantonals
ovnad by Dre.fHens Lohmenn, the well-known Swiss philatelist. It includes (in Frame 502)
ten strips of ten stamps each of the Zurich 6 Rappen, comprising a camplete mint sheect.
The transitional stampe — the Vaud, Nouchatel and Winterthur issues - and the first stamps
of the Federal Administration arc housed in Frame 503, which includes all the raritics and
meny variciies of thesc issucs

Frames 504 and 505 contain the reconstructed plates of 40 types of the Rayon III issue .
of 1852, and also a reconstruction of the 40 types of the Orts Post with unframed cross.,

Dr.H.Ruegg, of St.Gallen,is exhibiting four frames. No.506 provides a selection of the
Zurich, Geneva, Bale, Vaud, Neuchatel and Winterthur issues,. all in superd condition, and
arranged with special emphasis on scarce cancellations, TFrames 507 and 508 present a
dazzling array of Rayons, demonstrating the great veriety of clear and scarce cancellations,
This exhibit algso contains a very rare cover Dbearing a yellow Rayon with complete framed

o s ot

avver v sent
PR e b e L PRECEERSE

POSTAL AUCTION.,.......PAGE © cross, used on October 2, 1850, the second
A,G,M, NOMINATIONS,....PAGE 2 day of issue! Frame 509 is dedicated to the
SEVERAT, IMPORTANT ARTICLES,QUIZ Rayon I on white paper, and a selection of
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the RAyon III stemps showing meny varieties. The rare Rayon I with completoly framed, cross

is included in this frame., ,

W6 are specially pleased to point out two exhibits provided by members of the Helvetia
Philatelic Society. Several members have entored for the Exhibition (including your Edi tor)
but owing to the oxtremsly limited space, the Exhibition selectors could satisfy only a
few lucky ones, whose exhikits will be yublicly shown. The other will have to be satisfied
with submitting their albums to the Jury, ' '

One of the fortunate of eur members is Professor H.H.Landau (London Group of the Helvetia
PeSs} and his extremely interssting selection of rare covers fully justifies the decision
of the Fxhibition Committes to give him adequate space. In Frame 511, Professor Landau
shews such gems as a pair of the Guneva Large Eagle, bluegreen; a pair of the 2 Rappen
Wanterthur, both superd on covers; and a very fine Bale Dove, & 5 (.(eneva Large Fagle,
and a & C Vaud black/fed, a-80 on entires ir seldom fine condition, put perhaps eof even
greator intereet is the selection of covers bearing bisected stamps, ef which Professor
Landau has a fine collection. He shows a pair of the Rayon II, ene stamp being vertically
bisected {for 15 Rp.postage), a Rayon II end I, the latter diagonally bisected (for 12%an
postags), two 10 Rp, Blue, Munich Print of the Sitting Helvetia, one diagonally bisected,

& 11 on complete covers, some with interssting and scarce cancellations., Two more covers
bear the 40 Rp.green of 1855, each diagonally bisected for 20 Rp.postage, whilst on other
covers there are bisects of the 10 Rp blue, both diagonally end vertically halfed, two

5 Rpe yollow brown of 1866, ono horizontally bisected for 7%-Rp.postage, and several more,
Another interesting item in this frame ic a fine entire bearing the 50 C. parple on granite
‘paper in pair, the left stamp being the famous double impression with corner figures in-—
verted, : i

We have great pleasure to armounce that Professor Landau has kindly promissed to giv. a
talk and display of these and other rare stamps from his collection at the November meeting
of the London Group of the Helvetia P.S, ‘

Another of our friends, Mr.Max Ushlinger,of Bale, who has now settled in London, has
contributed to a combined exhibit "Central Burope" classics!, which shows many rare items
of postal history. The fourth row in Frame 32 is dedicated to Switzerland, and contains
a number of »reé-philatelic entires, including eovers of the City of Bale, with one of the
carliest recorded postmarks of 1716,

Swiss stamps are also shown in several other frames, including those reserved for Junior
collectors, postal history and thematic collecting, Even this very brief pre-view will .
prove to all our readers that the Exhibition offers comething to everyone, and that a visit
is a "MUST" o every philateliot who takes his hotby seriously.

PGV 1950 pommarions. for TvE parionas commyreE

R R IR (R IR R TR R L R I R I IR I L R R R IR R T TR TR IR R I I IR IR TR IR IR IR IR IR BRI
The following nominations for thg election of Offlcers and Members of
the National Ccuncil have been sypitted by members (Rules 12,13,14,2}»\)
Chairman: R,L,Maysten; Hon,Secretary: E,H,Spiro; Hon,Treasurer : (
M,Neville; Hon.Orgzanising Secretary: P.W.C.Stratton;-Chairman of the5
‘Expert Committems Dr,K.Strauss; Hon,Librarian: Mrs.E.J,Rawnsley; Hon,
Joint Exchange Packet Superintend:nt: A.J.Harding; Members of the Na-
tional Committee: Miss P,Ellison, Harold n, G, Gisburn, (West Country
Group), E.M,Hamilton (N,W,Group), J.McKenzie (Scottish Group) ,L.Moore,
(N.East Group), Tom Morgan, and J.D,Hopwood Sayer, §

It will be moved at the A.G.M, not to fill at present the office of
President,which fell vacant through the lamented death of Miss Winifred
Penn—Gaskell,F.RLP.S,L.
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? IFET R II TR ‘Z SOLUTIONS ON PAGE FIVE

it 3 IV BVE Y (Devised by Leslis & Phily
1) 3 ize,desi & colguring,how does the'Rale Deve! differ
~(%%Oépg$gr§r8%hgr S&iss g%amp? 2) In what year did the 1mper£orate

* 9 isguesg cease,and the perforated commence? 3). Whic %ﬁe'ghgolg%rs?

stamps of the Standing Helvetiaklssu%eggaisggcgiﬁgethe ;ide ofours?

Whi erforaticn wice

margh%%htﬁgrggagaggg ﬁglge%ia? 5) How manz stamps (face dlfferengl

were issued to celebrate U,P.U.anniversaries? 6? Which was the 1&st

stamp to be printed on watermarked paper ? 7) Cn Whic%ségs%gfthe

are the dates of validity shown on the actual svamp,as ODP i

margins? (8) In whet year did the first alpine flowers appiartég ;

Pro Juventute series? (9} Which was the first issue of coil s tag

to have control numbers printed on the bagk? (10)~ One;Sw1ss ge fgund

deplots en article for which Switzerlamd is renown, yet 1? can t

in all parts of the world; what i1s the article,and on which stamp?
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS

By G.R HYND {Continued)

In 1916 three Pro Juventute stamps were issued, again designed by W.Balmer. The 3 Centimes
purple on buff, shows a girl from the Canton of Fribourg, with a harvesting rake on her
shoulder; the 5 Centimes, green on buff, a young eow-herd from the Bernese Oberland,with
his "Milch Brente'", a wooden or metal milk carrier, strapped en his shoulders. These '"Milch
Brente" are used for the transport of milk from the farms high up in the mountains fo the
cheese dairies in the valleys. The 10 Centimes, red on buff, depicts a vine-dresser from
the French-spcaking Canton of Vaud, carrying his '"seille!", a wooden bucket into which the
grapes arg gathered, ‘

The 1917 issue ef the Pro Juventute, also by W.Balmer, acquaints us with the represnta-
tives of three more Centons. The oolotrs are the same as in 1916, The 3 Centimes stamp
shows & giri from the Canton of Valais, the 5 C. 2 girl from Unterwald, in her gay festival
dred¢sy and the 10 C. a girl from the Italian speaking Canton of Ticino (Tessin), spinning
with a distaf?, .

e next year saw the introduction of stamps showing the Arms of the various Cantons,
These dosigns which continued for many years on the Pro Juveniute scrices provide & most
intercsting source of knowledge for the studamt of Swics history,

The two stamps iseued in 1918 depict the coats of arms or Uri end Geneve _ opg of the
first Contons % take part in the formation of the Confederation, end one of itc youngest
memberss The 10 Contimes shows the Uri arms., This Conton ig situated in Contral switzor-
lo™ Its chief town is Altdorf, where according to the logend, William Toll was born.
Thao explains why apples pierced by arrows are seen in tho design of the frame of this
stamp, an allusion to the famous shoi, ordered by the Emprerorts balliff Gessler
to shoot off an apple from the head of his little son. Te raoising of cattle 1s one of
the principal resources of the population of this Canton, aond
a suggpstion of this is found in the cantonal arms — the head
of & ®vull with o split ring in its nose, The device was chosm
by the ropresentatives of the Canton for the banner they took
along for the swoaring of the socret Ruetli Oath; the Uroken
ring symbolizing the Aus trian yoke from which the men of Uri
wera determined to break frecs The 15 Ce value chows the arms
of Geneva, a canton in the extreme South West of Switzerland, consisting mainly of the city
emous in this century as the seat of the Leoagus of Nations, and olgso the hendquarters of
the Intemational Red Cross., 7The crowned eagle, with the wings outcpread, testifies that
teneva wag as Imperial Cify, onc of the free cities of the Roman Gorman Empire. It was aleo
under the dependence 6f a ruling Bishop, whose own arms werc those of the Chapter of the
StiPaterts Crothedral — twe crossed golden keyss 'The Conton combined these two emblems in
its coat of arms, ™e chief industry of Goneve —tpart from touriom in modern ¥imes ~ is
the mfmkn.ng of jewelry, hence the pearl necklaces, seen in the border frame of the stfcmp.

1919 three stamps were issued in the Pro Juventute series, which brings us a 7 Conew
vume, and the 10 and 15 C, as in the previous year. The lowest and highest valueo dep;ct
the ‘arms of two half-cantons, 17id walden ("Beneath the Forest") and Cbwalden (Above the
Forests"),vhich constitute the Canton of Unterwalden, but have a scparate administration.
The bravery of the inhabitants of this area in central Switzerland, rcached its zenith in
1798, when, wvith the Cantons of Uri and Schwy.z, they refused to accept the new constitu®
Hon, imposed by the French occupation forces sent by the Directorate of the new French
Republic, The Swiss numbered only 2,000, but for ninc hours fowght a fierce battle agains t‘
12,000 E‘renchmen, armod with modern weapons, Women and children fought side by side with
the men, but inspitec of all this heroism could not avoid defeat, and the installation of a .
"Belvetic Republic!" under French "protection', The primitive weapons -~ the Morgenstern”,

a sort of club or bludoeon, and the halberds -~ whick the Swies used in dcefence of their
freedom, are depicted in the frames of the two stamps, Originally, the two parts of the
Cmton had a common seal, the key of St.Peter, Patron of the Church of Stans. When they
separated, Nidwalden kept the 0ld mo#tif but changed it to a double key, Obwalden kept only
the old colours, red and white, to which a single key of new design was added later.

Me 10 Centimes shows the arms of the French-speaking Canton i
of Veud (Waadt), situated in Western Switzerland., Lamsanne, :
its chief town, famous for its university and many boarding |
schoels, traces its history back to the beginnin; of the

fourth century. In 1525 the town concluded an allisnce with |
Berne and Fribourg, but in 1798 it proslaimed its indepen — »

dence, accepted the French "protec torate",and sdopted the

grecn flag of the Revolution, The "independence" end~d in ‘

Obvalden an occupation by the French, “ut Napoleon allowed in 1803 v aud
that Vaud may rejoin the Swiss Confederation, The greuon flag of Pevolutlon, po.ssed into
1ts arms shield together with the motto of the French Commme, "Liber té et Patrie.'s In-
spite of- this "revolutionary" devise, the Vaudois are generally regarded as some of the
most conservative inhabitants of Suitzerland. (To be contimied)
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© from OUR SWISS CORRESPONDENTS .

ALL SMATLL LANDSCAPES AND THREE"HISTORIC!" WILL BE WITHDRAWN IN M.AY

All stamps of the small Landscapes design issued between 1936 and 1948 (Zumstein No.20l1 to
209,242,257,218 ,mni)the colour changes) will be withdrawn from post office sales on the
318t of May 1950. At the mame time three values of the so called "Historic set" of 1941,
the 50 C.(No.243), 60 C.(No.244) and 70 C.{N0.245) now superceded by similar values in the
new large Landccapes design, will also be withdrawn.

The decision, mnounced at comparatively short notice, comes as a surprise, The stamps
to be withdrawn at the end of this month will, of course, remin valid for a long time,
and no date for their demonetising has been fixed. But stocks held by business firms are
roported to be small, and the o0ld designs will rapidly disappear from commercial mail.
Our Berne correspondent pointgout that some of these values - especially the rad 25 Co
in ths changed design — may become rather scarce, This stamp has been used only for the
franking of postcards to foreign countries, and whilst it may be more common abroad
because it has been extensively used by tourists franking their view-cards sent home, it
is pretty elusive in Switzerland in fine used condition, So are some of the 1948 colour
changes, and also the 70 C "Historic", vhich has never been widely used, and has been a
uforgotten" stamp since the increase of the postal rates in 1948, It may be  good policy
to put some of these "common" stamps on one side, for future appreciation.

NATIONAL FETE SERIES APPEARS IN. JUNE IN NEW DESIGNS

T8 National Fote series wWill appear this year aiready on the lst of June (and will be
sent out with the New Issue Service to all subscribers within ten days of issue). A new
design will make its bow, as I exclBuively reported in last month's "News Letter". The
1950 set will start up the series of Sport pictures, depicting at first typical Swiss
gamas, rifle-shooting, and light a.thlet:.cs. This latter sport is extremely popular in
Switzerlend, there exist hundreds of "Purn-Vereine" (gymastics clubs) and many displays
and competitions are held every year in this domain of physical training. At the time
of publication of the "News Letter", no official emmouncement sbout the actual designs
and colours of this yearts National Fete series has been issued by the PeT.Te, but our
Berne correspondent confirms our original report, and also that concerning the new 1
designs of this yearf's Pro Juventute set, which will depict Alpine butterflies and
insects, starting a series of Alpine fauna designs,

DEALERS' PRICES SHOW UPWARD TREND IN SWITZERLAND

Several of our Swiss correspondents send me selections from price lists and advertise—
ments of leading Swiss dealers, who sre now busily preparing their stocks for those lucky
tourists (mainly from U.S.A.) who will be able to spend lots of Swiss francs during their
visits to the slpine resorts this summer. There are indeed some "gems" on offer, but the .
prices asked make one feel even more nostal gic than usual, when inspecting stamp dealers!
shop windows or price listS... A Berne firm offers a "“superb Zurich 4 Rappen, vertical
lines,with red Rosette cancellation" at 3,200 f; a pair of the Large Eagle Geneva unused
(but without gum) at 1,800f; a pair of Winterthur "superb used" for 1,550 f; whilst a
Bale dealer asks 1,800 f. for a Bale Dove with "very fine embossing" on cover, and 1,800 £
for a Vaud 4 C.,with full margins and red postmark,but "slightly creased".

Average prices for early material are as follows: Zurich 6 Rappen,medium to good coples
150 to 250 f; Geneva Small Bagle 150  to 185 f; Neuchatel "fair copies" (either 51ightly
thin or close cut) at 350 to 450 f; —(a "superb copy" fetches as much as 750 F); Orts Post
with frames cross, between 180 a.nd 350 £, Incidentally, not only the Cantonals and early
issues are up in price. The upward trend is general. Even the rather neg legted Pro Ju-~
ventute series ("everybody has got it anyway...") are all up once again, and @ dealer
advertises a complete set in blocks of four, mint, at 250 f as an"unrepeatable bargain".
Minjeture sheets are in great demand, and the Natlonal Fete 1940 sheet now costs 22 £,
whilst "Naba" is fetching as much as 80 f, which at a rate of 28 to the franc woxks out
at two guineas and eight pounds. sterling,respectivelyl

BRISSAGO ISLETS HAVE AN OWN POST OFFICE AND SPECIAL POSTMABK NOW

Many of us now the lovely little islets off Brissago in the =~ -~ Lago Magglore.
Up to now there was no post office there ~ the landlady or the local grocer had to oblige
one with stamps or by accepting mail for the despatch to the mainland. From April 2 on
there will be a real Post Office, and it got even a very pretty special postmark for the
opening day. It shows a Roman arch,a bunch of palm trees,and the inscription "ISOLE IL
BRISSAGO" —~ "APERTURA 2,1V.50"

AMBULANT POSTMARKS IN APRTIL AND MAY

Special postmarks were used by the Automobile Post Offices No.2 and No.3 on the following
occasions: Zurich "Sechselasuten", No.2/147, on April 22 end 23; Zurich, Touriim Bxhibi-
tion "Die Schweiz als Reiselandh, 2/148, from April 15 to April 20, amd from May 6 to May
8; and at the Bale Industrial Fair, 3/92, from April 15 %o 25,

MORE UsP.Us V « Our Berne Correspondent reports four more varieties found on
the 40 C. value, namely, Sheet Bll, 8th stamp, colour spot in O of the 40; 10th stamp,
spot under UPU; 15th stamp white spot next to the 8; Sheet D1l, 4th stamp,spot over the O,
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1HE SITTING HELVETIA 1SSUE OF 1881-62

.y By Lt,COLCNEL H, de WATTEVILLE, C,B.E.

The (Sitting Helvetia issue of 1881 has fallen under a cloud owing to the fact when the
new stamps, styled "Standing Helvetia', appesred on lst April 1882, all stocks of stamps
then still held in post offices were called in, whilst owners of any stamps of the
"demonetised" issues were able to exchange any remaining stocks, however small, for the
new issue of 1882; then shortly afterwards all the withdrawn remainder were sold off %o
the stamp trade, By 1884 the process of exchanging was complete, and the stamps thus
surrendered were added to the quantities sold to the trade; a large number of these
remgindered stamps had also been overprinted "AUSSER KUR3" (out of currency), before
being turned over to the dealers. :

This is the only Swiss issue that has suffered such treatment, and this is regrettable
since it has led to this whole issue being regarded with mistrust. Nevertheless, it is
an interesting issue and may prove attractive to the specialists. The whole 1881 issue on
granite paper was remaindered, so that unused copies are "common", but the series con-
tains several varieties of production. .

Chief among’ them is the "double, one inver ted" printing of the stamp, which may be
detected in either a complete or partial form. In the grenite paper series it occurs on
the 2 Cay 5 Co and 50 C., whilst it is more frequent in the white paper issue (complete
double printing on the 5 C, 10 C blue,and 10 C.carmine, and 25 C, and partial double
prln‘ca.ng on the 3 C, 5 C.,10 C.blue, and 10 ¢, carmine. Some of these varicties are very

"7 ght and therafore difficult to find, §till less easy %o detect are cases of double
euwoossing, when one impression may be wholly colourless. The effect of this variation

is principally in an appearance of shading impar ted to the cormer numecrals; it is -

often overlooked.

It was this process of embossing which led to the supersession of the whole Sitting
Helvetia issue. In order to produce the enbossed surface the paper was printed between-
two plates, the upper plate being deeply recessed as a matrix and recelvmg the colour—-
ing matter, while the lower plate was composed of a like number of clichéds cut in relief.
It could and did happen that one clichd might be either inverted or out of register or be
faulty; this fault would soon be corrected, Such was the probable origin of the double,
:.nverted printing and double embossing,

Such method of production entailed the gumming of the sheets before printing (i.e. to
obviate the hollows of the embossing becoming filled with gum), Furthor, the packing of
the separate clichds in the plate with paper or cardboard often gave rise to heavy outer
frames or split framos on the finished stamp wherever packing might, by some oversight,
be left protmdmg too far. Lastly, the inking of the plate beferce printing (i.e. the -
ma trix cllche) was often very irregularly donc: this gave rise to many apparcent varie -
ties due to famlty inking in the process of printing. The principal variety is known as
gr~tshaded shield" stamp, in which the point of the shield (normally vhite) is coloured,-
1. was an unsatisfactory and expensive method of starp production, but the intercst offer—
ed by its results are very rcal and appreciable. ‘

Used specimen of all Sitting Helvetia stamps of 1862-82, both on white and granite paper,
are worthy of the specialist's careful cxamination. The bulk of stamps of this period may
appear to the novice to be too hcavily postmarked to renk as ornaments in a collection,
But this is duc to the postal regulations of the poriod, which prescribed that the oblitor—
ation should be struck firmly end centrally and upright on sach stamp so as to show the
date of uscs This last named circumstance is of intercst since it is posgible to trace
from used specimens the evolution of the shades and papers that antered into this issue.

The used specimens of the gramitc paper printings of 1881-1882 are of considerable
interest; come of them are, in fact, of real rarity, particularly the 40 O value, for a
fine speciman of which Swiss specialists are prepared to give well over £ 14, This has

led to some hsnky«panky among collectors, some of whom have succeeded in persuading
post offices in small villages to obliterate the remaindered stamps with genuine post-
marks; moreover, the obliterator is known to have been often back-dated by request.

This fact cem generally be appraised from two details: (a) the postmark is toe neatly
epplied; (b) it does not show through the stamp to the backes It follows from what has
been said above that, when selecting granite paper specimens, the collector should
rrefer a heavily oblz.tera.ted specimen which reveals the obliteration at the back of the -
8 tamp., Lightly pos tmarked copies are best submitted to expert opinion.

QUIZ SOLUT!ONS 1) Brbossed centre 2) 1862 3) 25 C and 50 C;
PN AT T LT IR N N T T T green to blue, and blue to green 4) ll%, 9—%—, 11%— by 11l.
5) Eight, 3 in 1900 (25th anniversary), 2 in 1924 (50th anniversary), 3 in 1949 (Centenary)

6) 5 Ce Pro Juventute of 1936 7) 5 C. Pro Juventute of 1913 8) 1943 9) 5,10 and 20 C.
Landscape issue, &nd November 1936 10) A watch, on 20 Cs Pro Juvemute of 1923,
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 Somy GﬁAHAM'v We announce with deep regret the death of Mr, John

Graham, of Bradford, who joined cur Society soon gfter
ttee, Although his work as Export Manager eof a large business firm le

its foundation, and was a Member of the National %%mi—
?

him little leisure, he was always willing to assist his committee collea-
gues, and took great interegt in the foundation of the Yorkshire Group. .

His cheerful letters were a source of encouragement to the gecretary., Wo
shall keep his memory in high esteen, :

§0.W, RENTCN We learned only new, with deep regret, of the death of
oo w— "Papa" Renton, who pagsed away, after long illness, a
few weeks ago. He was one of the most popular members of the London Graup
and his ready Cockney humour enlivened many of its meeting., He will be
sadly missed by all who knew hin, ‘ ‘ - ’
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HIGH PHILATELIC AWARDS TOR TvwC "HELVETIA" MEMBERS.

Becauge he never blows his own trumpet,it was through a third party that
I learned of our friend: R,L,MAYSTON'S great and well-deserved success
at the Annual Competition of the Civil Service P,S8, Mr.Mayston, whom
many members know as the untiring and popular Chairman of the London.
Group of the "Helvetia", was awarded the Civil Service Sports Council

Cup for his display of Switzerland,on April 3rd, The judges described his
entry as "the most artistic display" at the competition, and meumbers wh
had the opportunity to admire his collection at our own meetings, will
readily agree, - Another winner of an important award is Mr,J,WILLMOTT,
(London Group) ,who received the President's Prize of the Croydon P.S.for,
hig Swiss display. Which shows that "Helvetia" members are always in

the foreground of philatelic activities everywhere, Cur hearty congratu
lations to both our distinguished friends!

EXCHANGE PACKET BR.ANCH. Two new packets,containing some good material,
were despatched during ipril, ancther is ready for mailing this week,
Some 90 members will benefit, but we repeat our request for more entries.
Pleage, use a rainy day to mount a few booklets!

ACCESSORIES AT REDUCED PRICES. We have contracts with several leading

philatelic publishers for the supply of albums, album leaves of very
good quality (incl,linen-himnged z, tweezers,mounts and all cther accesso-
ries, at prices 20 to 25 per veat lower than agked in retail, Members

are invited to notify the hon,Secretary about their requirements and a
price-list of all available accessories will be sent to them, You can-—.
gsave a lot of money buying thrseugh the Society! (S,A.E.for list,please
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LONDON GROUP | POSTAL AUCTION N8

H . : : .. . ; VAT - ; n—— ’ T ;
681,1‘}@6%?&% TEGVJZ ,%ﬁggﬁ%?%jl { ALL LOTS SENT "ON SATLSFACTION AT DELIVERY" AND

e

Hoita n%nnms{nn AR EE ISR BN T CAN EE RETURNED AGAIST REFUND OF POSTAGH.ELDS -
The next meeting on May 16,will be com -~ MUST BE AT OR ABOVE THE "MINIMUM" ST4TED. CLOS—

bined with the A.G.M.We hope to have Col,.i ING DATE FOR BIDS FOR 'THIS AUCTION: MAY 19,1950

de Watteville with us (who is at present : ~ Iowest
in Switzerland) and see his fine display |i Lot . Description . Bid

of "Standing Helvetia". The Group Cormi- ; : : -
ttee devised a tentative programme for . { 1 Rayon II, 10 C, fine used D 8/%
the next season,Wwith many interesting i 2 ‘Rayom III, large 15,good margin,u 1o/~
talks and displays,of which full details | 3 '1881 15 ¢ lemon,Granite,fine used; - 17/6
will be glven in the next "News Letter", 4 ; dtt0.50 C purple,used on piece . R0/~=
411 meetings teke place at the "SWAN", .5 i standing Helv.,perf ¥ ,scarcel
Cosmo Place,Southampton Row,near the Hol<i - ¢ 20,25 C and 1 F, nice used copigs 7/6
born-Kingsway Tube Station,at 8,15 pem, |i 6 | dtto, three u,copies of the 1 ¥ 8/
Next season's dates are SEPTEMBER 5, ¢ =i 7 i dtto, the 50 C feue (cat 30 frs) . R2/6
(Commemoratives),0CTOBER 3 (Postal Histodi 8 (1914, 5 F ultramarine S3.285,MINT ) 27/€
ry) ,NOVEMBER 7 (Cantonals),DECEMBER & 9 | d%te, 10 F purple, SG 286, MINT | 38/
(Sitting Helv.Imperf,), FEBRUARY 6,195L, || 10 | dtto, 3 ¥, red,5G 298, MINT P 12/6
(Airmeils), MARCH 6 (Discussion,Auction) |! 11 | 10 on 15 C Air,SG 362,m,block of 4 20/~
APEIL 10 (Postmarks)e. We also hope 7 12 . PAX set complete,mint,unmounted | 62/6

: i
. N i Pro Juven iy ners 1912 ,
lave 8 talk and display on “"Forgeries', 18 Egman, rggéﬁ?f%a’f.,rﬁgtl l‘? i 84/~

N.E&LEE DS GROUP Chairmans L.Mli%ﬁ’ﬁ, "Aroge” Lawnswood Gardens, Leeds 6.

Just before going to press we learn that & Group committee was afpoin ted to devize a bumper
programme of monthly meetings for the nexv season., The Group will also issue a "Bulletin'
anAd manvy antivities are envisaged by the Leeds headquarters, Mors next month.
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T — : - - - - . :
SWISS STAMP DISPLAY IN LONDON
WE ARE CO-OPERATING WITH THE P.T.T, AND SWISS TOURISM OFFICE '

U o S,

The Swiss National Tourism Office in London is preparing a display
of Swiss stamps to take place in the autumn at their office in the
Sfrand in London., The Helvetia Philatelic Society is co-operating,

@ every effort will be made to compile an interesting show within
the limited space., The Swiss P.T.T. will lend the material for the
display, and it is expected that items from the Postal Museum at
Berne will be included, ‘

Our hon,Secretary suggested to the sponsors that the display should
go "on tour" to the main provincial cities after its London showing,
Thus many members and-other collectors outside London may get .the
opportunity to see it. The display will probably take place during
October, Final arrangements will be announced in a few weeks,

C e —————0 ~0

PTT NEW I1SSUE POLICY WILL BE APPLAUDED !

ONLY TWO CHARITY SETS A YEAR IN FUTURE. - NO MORE AIR MATL STAMPS

The Swiss P.T.T« snnounces a number of measures limiting the issue of new stamps,
hich will receive wnenimous approval from philatelists. The most important is. the
~ision to have in faturs only two charity sets with surtax —~ the National Fete and
the Pro Juventute series ~ each year, Another is to discontinue the issue of Air Mail
_stamps, because ordinary pos tage stamps are valid for air letters ad parcels anyway. ‘

Finally, the P.T.Te realising that the issue of 77 tedious overprints for the various-
minor offices of the United Nations was a very bad misteke, decided that the Swiss Post
Office Dept. will take no part in future in any issues for the United Nations. If the
Genersl Secretariat of UdN.O. wants to have special stamps for their offices,whether in
Europe or at their HQs in America, they will have to produce them themeelves, Such U.N,
stamps will, of course, be of no interest to Switzerland collectors, and range as &
wforaign" country, of the kind of the Vatican, Andorra or Monaco, which are using postal
facilities provi ded by Italy,France end Spain respectively.

The P,T.Tesays that they roceived during the last fow years scores of roquests from
charitable funde emd institutions for the issue of special stamps with surtax,and that
some of these claims were as justifisble as those of the National Fete Fund (which is the
Swiss counterpart to the British Council,using its funds for cultural purposes) or the
Pro Juventute Fund (concerned with children welfare), Among orgenisations claiming special
stamps were those fighting tuberculosis,cancer,caring for the 0ld and infirm and so on.
In fature these orgenisations will receive 10 per cent of the total annual revenus from
the surtax of the N.F. and P.J. sets, and in order not  impair the revenue of the two
main Funds, tho P.T.T.decided to add a fifth value (the 30+10 C) to both sets,increasing
the total surtax from 35 Ce.to 45 C. per set. No one will grudge this,

Tho end of the airmail stamps will~ let!'s hope ~ also end the Pro Aero issues. The 1949
1,50 Festamp was certainly & doubtful affair, being valid for exactly 24 hours,and thus
admittedly produced for collectors only, All in all, the P.¥.T.has seen the red light
of collectors! resistance to doubtful issues, and its new policy will restore the
excellent reputetion which Swiss stamps enjoyed for meny yeers,aud which was rather
sheken by the spate of questionable new issues since the end of the last war, HeHeS.
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS

By G Re HYND (Continued)

In 1920 we have again three stamps in the Pro Juvenmte series, showing arms of the
canton and recalling epics of Swiss history. The 7—- Rappen value bears the coat of arms
of the Canton of Schwys , from which Switzerland takes its name. The origin of Swiss
liberty and independence is symbolized in the border of the design by the hands raised
- for the swearing of the Oath of Ruetli. The red colour of the shield recalls the blood
sacr:.fices made in the fight for freedom, the white cross in the upper corner was ‘
wn chosen becamse the famous Oath was tsken under a banner bearing the Cruci-
fix. T™e 10 Rappen value shows the arms of the Canton of Zurich, It is &
shield divided diagonally blue and silver (white is used as & rule), indi~
cating the colour of the Lake of Zurich, the sixth largest of the country,’
and the snowcovered mountains. The coat of arms dates back to the 13th cen~
 tury. The space surrounding the shield is filled with toothed wheels,symbol-
B izing the industrial character of the canton. Although the canton is only
SCHWYZ seventh in order of area, it has the largest population (723,000), of which
more than half live- in the city of Zurich, Switzorland!s largest city and its main centre
of industry. In contrast, the 15 Rappen stamp depicts the arms of one of the smaller
cantons, famous for its resorts, but practically without any industrial activities It
is that of the Italian-spesking Ticino (Tessin), the most southerly canton bordering on
Italy, and embracing the lskes of Lugeno and Maggiore. The Ticine arms are of comparati-
vely new origin. ¥ho design of a blue end red shield was decided by a decree of May 26.
1803, when the canton joined the Confaederation. Ites origin goes to the colours of som
Itelian overlords, but some believe that it symbolizes the red of Switzerlend's flag end
the blue sky of Italy. The frame in the dosign of the stamp shows bricks built in the
form of crosses, It is a referonce to the fact that most of the bullding workers in
Switzerland comg from Ticino.

The 1921 Pro Juventite set combines two of the largest cantons; the 10 Rappen value
depicts the arms of Valais (Wallis) in the French speasking south-west, the 20 Rappen that
of the canton of Berne, the largest (with the exceptiorn of mountansous Grissons) and most
populated of the Swiss provinces. For the first time the highest value brings the arms
of the Confederation and two famous figures of Swiss history.

The red and white colours of Valais are those of the banner of the Bishops, who ruled
the county for soveral conturies. The sters represent the ten towms and rural districts
which united in 1815 into the canton whan Jjoining the Confederations The bunches of fruit
in the border remind us of the splendid orchards for which Valais is famous. Frult grow-
ing is probably the main occupation of its inhabitants., The famous arms of Berne are
the most ancient of all Swiss heraldic designs. The city of Bernas, - v the capital of
the Confederation, was founded in 1191 by Berthold V. Duke of Zoeringen. When the duke's
castle was. completed, he invited the nobles to a great banquet, and asked their advice
for a name for the new burghs Te foeasting lasted for three days, but still no name 3
agreed to. When a hunt was held on the fourth day, the Duke decided to give the new Puace
the name of the firs+t animal killed. But when the duke's archer shok a hart, Berthold was
very disappointed, and refused to give his fine stronghold the name of such a notoriously
timid enimal, The hunt continued, and towards the evning the duke encountered a large
‘bear, and duly killed him,. So the new burgh was christened "Bear", which became Bern.
Today Berthold's burgh is a lovely city of 145,000 inhabitants, and it has preserved on
the whole its picturesque mediasval character., Both the city and the canton have the same
arms, but the border on the stamp, consisting of wheat cars, indicates the yredominently
agricul tural character of the e#mpon. e Arms of the Confoderation on the 40 Rappen
value are flanked by the figures of William Tell and his great adversary, Albert I, the
Aus trien Emperor. Albertts bailiffs ruled over the Swiss peasants and oppressed -them
cruellys It was in 1291 that the men from the valleys of Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden,
united by the secret Oath of Ruetli, decided to throw off the Austrian yoke. Willia.m
Tell is regardad as a legendary and symbolic figure of this fight. Emperor Albert was,
incidentally, killed by his own nephew,the Duke of Swaben, whan he was on the point of

maerching at the head of his army against the Swi(ssz {% LETE mm g
7o b continueet) i COMPE i
HIGH AWARDS FOR SWISS EXHIBITS. inued) WPRO JUVENTUTEY g

fhe International Stamp Bxhibition London 1950 was so fully
reported in the philatelic (end even in the daily) press snd we
have also given & fairly detailed pre~view in the May issue of
the "News Lettor" that all what remains to say is that it was a
very fine success,and that several Swiss exhibits received high
avards. Among them were the splendid collection of early issues
owned by Dr.H.Loeman (Gold Award of Honour),another by Mf.Ruogg - ¢/0.SECRETARY. §
(silver Gilt Medal),Prof,Landau's splendid covers and bi~sects T RS RS2
(Silver Medel)end Mr.F.V.Loeligerts Swiss Air Mails (Bronze Medal).Congratulations to all
winners,especially o our member,Prof.Landau, for the well-deserved honour,.
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%}&5 and Browze Pamps

(Bditor!'s note: The author, a famous Swiss

: expert is one of the most distinguished phila—
G F U L Py S telists in the world, a menber of the "Academie
(G EME VA) de Pnilatelie,and was & Juror at the recent

International. Exhibition in London,)

Few countries have issued stamps printed entirely or partly in gold, silver or bronze,
probably becmuse the intricate, slow and costly process in applying the metallic powder
is not only expensrve but also unsuitable for mass production, In fact, with the exception
of South Africa (l-—d Gold mine) these “precious" stamps now belong to the past.

The best knowmn are the 3 Lira bronze of Sardinia 1861, the higher values of the 1909
set of Persia, the 1 Peso 1880 of the Dominican Republic, the 2,3,and 5 Drachmas 1901 of
Greece -~ — and, of course, the 60 Centimes and 1 Franc on white paper and the 1 Franc
on granite Paper in the Sitting Helvetia issue of Switzerland,

It was on the suggestion of Herr G. Fuchs, then Controller General of the Swiss
GoPcOs that the bronze and gold colours werc used for these two highest values in 1862,
for the first perforated set of Helvetia, It was said that Herr J.Pe~Riess, of Munieh,
the Bavarien engraver,entrus ted by the Swiss G.P,0. to produce the set, did not take
too kindly to Herr Puchts suggestlon of using the metallic powder. He nmst have feared
that his engraving will suffer in the printing process.

The production was carried out at the Federal Mint in Berne. This was the process
ag _described in old documents preserved by the P.M.T. The sheets, of a size to take
4{ stamps, were first gummed, then surface printed from fourhundred plates (clichees),
in dark red for the 60 C., and in yellow~brown for the 1 F value. Heavily inked with a
mixture of ink and size, =nd still wet when leaving the press, the sheets were powdered
by hand with branze and gld powder respectively, the printers using a simple devise,
very much like a salt castor. They were then shaken and brushed to throw off the powder
particles which did not stick 1 the wet surface of the papeb. Finally the eheets were
put into the embossing machine and the design, including the value tablets snd the
words HELVETIA and FRANCO impressed.

In some cagses, becavse the workmen thought that the embossmg was not clear enough,
the sheets were run twice through the machine, Tis resulted in the well known "double
impressions", some of which were inverted, when once embossed sheets were put into the
machine the wrong way. A number of the 1 F sheels were embossed on paper prepared for the
60 Centimes. Those are the rare 1 Franc bron z e. Of both values there are two
distinct printings. For the first a rather poor size was mixed with the ink, and -
this resulted in a thin, easily rubbed off bronze or gld layer, because the powder did
not adhere well, Later a size of better quality was used, and the metallic powder layers
were therefore thicker and the s tamps of more brilliant appesrance.

Of the 60 Centimes, which was issued on August 1lst,1863, 990,222 copies were sold to
o< public, The value was meinly used for letters to Spain, which had a special postal
1 s Although the stamp remsined on sale until 1876, it was very little used during the
lagt few years of ite currency., The 1 F on white peper was issued on the same day as the
60 C, and the total ‘sales amounted to 5,823,433, In 1881, the 1 ¥ was re-issued on granite
granite paper, and was with the whole gramte paper set demonetised fn Octoberl883. Huge
remeinders of this set were sold by tender to stamp dealers. Every collector interested
in Switzerland knows that 99 per cent of the 1 F granite used, bear faked or baock lated
postmarks. The genuine postmarks were obtained from obln.ging post office clerks, who used
back~dated obliteration '

A third '"metallic" swarps of Switzerland is less well-kmown, It is the 3 F Telegrath
stamp of 1868 in gold and carmine. It is, incidentelly, the rarest of the three, valued in
in Swiss special catalogues at 150.— F mint and 120.~ F used. But being & "mere" tele -
graph stamp it encounters only limited interest from specialis ts.

" - e e g b e eme G e S
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mnmnmmmnmgnocw:‘lgvsn’lpnglﬁnn?xg.vt(:nn END OF ™E 3 CENTIMES. Qur Berne correspondent reports
the the 3 Centimes value of the new Landscapes set is rapidly disappearing from counter
sales, The value has been declared redundant by the PTI and after stocks are exhausted
will be not reprinted, and demonetised., It is used exclusively for Braille letters for the
blind. In fature these letters will be franked with a 5 C, stamp, although it will cost
only 3 Coto buy it,when the letters are handed over the counter. As the 3 C in the new
design had only a very short spell of life,it will be wise to put a copy or two to one
side,as it may soon become 2 quite elusive items.

ATRMATL, VALUES BECOMING OBSOLETH. Several of the air mail values,also declared redundant,
but not yet withdrawn, are becoming hard ® come by . This applies especially to the 70 ¢
valug., The airmail set will be soon marked up in Swiss catalogues,say our correspondents,.
POST CENTENARY VARIETLES. Some more flews of the 5 C (Posthorn design) are reported as
follows: Sheet Al1l,6th stamp: light spot ebeve Bhe posthorn; Blll,Bth stamp: Dark spot
next to the 5; C111,14th stamp; Colour spot in the third 9, Good huntingl
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FRQM THE HON' SECR ETARY == { E.H.SPIRO, 111,Bushey Road, Raynes Park

London, SeWe20 ) “rorrmsmaepeapvis
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TR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, on May 16,1950, passed a resolution altering the Rules, so that

in fuurs the London Group Committee will function as a Sub-committee of the National
Cormitiec. This will facilitate the work of officers and members who serve on both commi-
ttse3, and were required in the past to attend meetings on different dates, The result of
the elections of Officers and Members of the National Committee was as follows:

Choirman Mr.R.L.Mayston; Hon.Treasurer: Mr.M.Neville; Hon.Secretary: Mr.EsHs Spiro ;
Hom.lixchange Pgcket Superintenden t; Mr.A.J.Harding; Hone.Organising Secretary: MreP.W.C,
Stratton; Hon.Librarisn; Mrs.E.Je.Rewnsley; Chairman of the Expert Committee: Dr.K.Surauss;
Mombers: Miss PeR.Rllizcn; Mre.L.Moore (chairmen,N.E.& Leeds Group); Mr.E.Md.Hamiltcn,

(chei rman,N.Wed Manchesier Group); Mr.Harold DeG.Gisburn (chairmen,West Coun try Group);
MroeBeMcKanzie (chairmen,Scottish G‘""“p),Mr.'“om Morgan,Editor,"Philatelic Magazina",and
¥rodoEopwocd Sayer (hon.fesretary N.W.Groun). The hon.Secretary submitted the Revert of the
Committee fnr 194.9/\4, and the Lon.Treasurer the Minsncial Statement and Balance Siisetd,
wraich were unanimously epproved,

After e business meeting, Colonel H.de Watteville,CuBeBE. gave a most instructive telks
on tun"Eisndine Helvetia! issues, i1lust trating i% by meny pages from his magnifizent o
syacialised collection of this issue, which contains an array of retouches, plate flaws
erd variaties. A livsly dismssion followed. Colonel de Watterille, who came 0 the meaet
ing inspite of a bed cold and high temperature in order not to dissapoint members,eanswered

mas ‘y quest.ong av‘d guvp maci v:»lui“?J_e informaticnes * K%
YCUR BAND OFF ;«.\T 7 R“”v ANT ~ —~ ! OUR FRIEND NFVILLE gave us quite a shock, °
ﬁ%i?wmg ths re-orgmisasion of the Committee|} falling seriously ill in June, He was c  ir-
the following Officers will deal with various |} ed by his doctor to enter the West Middle-
ndepartenentai" matters,and queries should be |} Sex Hospital,where he had to spend sevoral
addrgssed as follows; | weeks, He is now recuperating at home,end
Subscriptions ,Financial Matters: we are glad to hear that he is much be"std.
Hori. Treasarer,ii.ievillie,25-a,Kenilworth Road, |} We only hope that it was not the Society's
Baling, London, W5 finmcial statemezlt ha 8o ably presentesd
Membership (Applications,Resignations,Meetings) %0 the A.G.M, that caused his heart trouble.
Bon.0rgenising Secretary, P.WeC.Suratton, We are looking forward to Welalcome him sgon,
 60,Regency Street, London, S.W.l S fully recovergd an% cheerf‘u.l 2: eve;;l&n
Exporticing (Vith 1l itemo submltied,rogiots vo got O e e ossons
Tobirn .pos tage must be enclosed): Schwyzerdutsc
Dr.K.Strauss,107,Deanbrook Rd.,Rdgware, M:.ddx. POSTAL AUCTIONS will be re-started in the
L'z.brary' (Lendlng,Donatlons of books,etc.) i next issue of the "Ne®s Letter",and members
| Hon.Librarian, Mrs.B.J.Rawnsley, are invited to send entries for sale.
32,Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford, Essex. ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES 1951. Bookings for the
New Issue Service, Wants Lists, Postal Auction { Zumstein Burope, and Switzerland-Liechien~
{iveTluaing Deposi t paymen ts), Neows Lether: stein catalogues can be now accepied.fha
 Hn.Sscretary: E.H. Spiro, 111,Bushey Rd., catalogues Will be published at the eni £
.. Raynes Park, London, S,W.20 Sep tember, Owing to devsluation, the SWl’czer.
-“Exchange Packet Branch: {including Advice land catalogue will bs a little dearer than
“Forms end Payments for takings) ~ |} last year, probably sbout 4/-s.
until further notice c/o.Hon.Secretai‘ya The hon.Secretary will be away on hol:.day
111, Bushey Rd, ,Raynes Park, London,S.W.20 i during three weeks in August.

L‘@ DON GROU Hon.Secretary: P;S‘IRA‘MDN, 60 ,Regency St.,Westminster,S,W.1l
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The first meeting in the new seasson will be on SEPTEMBER 5, and subsequent meetings will
be on October 3, November 7, and December 5,1950. Among the subjects on which talks md
displays will be given at these meetings are '"Postal History", "Swiss Commemoratives",

- "Cantonal Issues" (by Prof.Lendau,who will include in his displays items shown by him-

at the Intern.Exhibition last May).All meetings are at "WHR SWAN", Cosmo Place, South-
" amptonRoW, WeCeli,which is within a short walk from the Holborn—-Kingsway Tube S%ation,

N E & LEEDS GROUP mon.Secretary: F.ELLIS, Parklane, Bothwell,near Leads

h) nennnn thl" HN"N HHHH"HHH Hinun """" 1 "IH! 1 !Hl e e N

4 smell committee consisting of Mr.L.Moore (cha,irman) and Messrs,Ellis and Bastwood is .
preparing an interesting programme for talks mmd displays for the opening of the Group's
activities in the autum, All members in the North East ares will receive the Group!s
own "Bulletin", in which further details will be armounced. The dete of the first Leeds
meeting will also be ammounced in the next issue of the "News Letter".

WEST COUNTRY GROUP Honssecrotery: r.3.uavwsg, 11a mtry Rise, combs pom,

Mr.PyBislauder has taken over the secretaryship of the Group in collabératiou with Mr,
Harold D.G.Gisbum, the chairmen, Membera in Gloucestershire,Willshire,Hampshire,Dorset,
Somerset, Devon and Cornwall should get in touch with him without delay,
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" THE STANDING HELVETIA ISSUE
BY LT COLONEL H.de WATTEVILLE, ¢.B.E.,M.A.

The issue of the "Standing Helvetis" of 1882-1908 aerteinly forms one of
the most interesting studies of the stamps of any country. There is @ ocertasin
attraction in examinine it closely, moreover since Stenley Gibbons! catalo-
g is both out of date and actually inacocurate as regards this issue,
whilst the Zumstein Special Switzerlend Catalosue, though cepable of clari-
fication 2nd accurate on the whole, leaves still room for ocorrection .,

Consequently, in order to gain @& thorough insight into this fascinsting
issue, it is 2s well to disregard Stanley Gibbong utterly from the outset
nf our study, 2nd to be ‘guided by Zumstein, whilst introducing into our
own cl2ssification certoin modifications in the display we propose to make
in the pages of cur 2lbums devoted to the "Standing Helvetiav,

Before so doing,however, it is as well to begin with some understanding of
the problems which confronted the producers of the issue, In the first place
(thet is in 1880) they were faced with the necessity of making 2 wholly new
start in the manufascture cf Swiss stamps. The preceeding issue (1862-188%2)
had been turned out by 8 somewh2t clumsy,obsolete and unsatisfactory
process,i.e,that of embossing the stsmps, This wes a legecy of the influ-
ence of Munich. The method proved more costly than w2s weloome to the
thrifty economy of the Swiss Confederation; moreover owing to the nesd for
gpecial treatment, such 8s gumming the sheets before printing,it rendered
t3~ entire process slow snd wasteful. The Swiss suthorities therefore de-
G..ed to employ & wholly new if slightly complex system of production g
A mester die wag first engraved in steel, designed to represent the lmege
to be printed on the paper; from this die some positives were taken (also
in steel),and it wss from these positives that ths scotusl printing pls tes
were produced in 8 soft metsl sheset, This gsheet wes then ocoated with coppar
by an elsotric process, finished and hardened, 2nd the plates-are spoken
of 2s the "galvanos",

o T —_—
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LONDON OCTOBER MEETINGS LEEDS

{ TUESDAY 3% QCT. 1950 6,30 p.m.; SATURDAY 21%0CT. 2.15 pum. |
: The Swan,Cosmo Place,Southampton § at the Council of Social Servicesi
i Row, W,C.2,near Holborn Tube Stn,} Bldg.,6,Church Row,Kirkgate,Leeds

"OOMMEMORATIVES" Pisplay & Talk MISC,DISPLAY and SWISS TRAVEL Fiﬂﬁ

r the nctufl printing the "gelvanos" were placed in hand-actested
prezges, thstﬁis, Ehey were prepared, cleaned, sinked by hand; the paper
cheets were then inserted by hend, 2nd finalgy the pregsure was applied'
to the press by h2nd. It thus becomes intelligible as to Why such peoulia-
rities as double-prints, off-sets, "Abklatsche",2and the like beocems
possiblesasd frequent, In 2ddition, since the psper sheets hed to be well
demped before going into the press, there orose the numerous printingj
cereasey (“Quetschfﬂlten"\awhich are encountered in the finished st2mps;
Worse still, owing to the repid drying of the paper, the contraotion of
the sheets occasioned the constant bad centring of the stomps,so poticeu
able when they emerged from the ensuing process of perforstion,which was
also performed by hand. 2To.
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But there was yet worse to come! It was never forcseen in 1878-~1880
when the vhole issue was in thse stete of & project that the oonsumptién
of st2mps in Switzerlend would increase 2g it did. Consequently the
strain imposed on the "galvenos" by the greatly incore2smed production was
sonsiderabls. 8¢ the wear of the =otual plates wss quicker accentuated,
thereby incrsasing the veriocus flaws that grew in numbers, snd further
requiring perpetusl 2ttention which has given rise to the numerous
"retoucheg", which are such 2 characteristio feature of the whole issue,

This circumst2nce became most notloceable in the varieations that may be
observed in the great technical feature of the stamps, namely the
delicately cross-hatched background, against which the figure of the
ge%Vetia is.@isglayed. Finally excessive wear, lack of careful cleaning

iTferences in *the vigcosity and composition of the printing ink, all
contributed to render every value of this issue as liable to pronounced
variation of finish, colour, and fineness of impression as might -
mutatis mutandis -~ be said of the British climate...

Lastly, it may be conjectured that, owing to the difficulties of find-
ing the worl:shops, plant and technical experience among the available
printing firms and personnel in 1880, the postal authorities were unfor-
tunate in encountering additional troubles, The firm of Mihlhaupt & Co.,
of Bern, was awarded the printing contract, From the very outset of their
task, however, it became clear that for the various reasons enumerated
above, their finished products left much to be desired, It is,of course,
possible that the pecularities of the printing methods and their neces =
ry manipulation may have occagioned unforegeen defects, This circumstauce
is particularly probable in the case of the 25 and 40 centimes values,
Anyhow, things grew so unsatisfactory that in four years a change became
inevitaWwle, and the printing oontrac% was transferred to Max Girardet &
Co. of Bern, The latter firm took over the plates (and possibly also
paper and inks) from Mihlhaupt & Co. They began by overhauling and clean-
ing the plates very thoroughly; but it would appear that this task was
never properly completed, The first products of the Girardet presses
seem to be dated December 1886,

(Ouf distinguishedfcontributbr will continue his interestigf and
instructive study in three consecutive issues of the News etter)

- om e e e e e

From Our Correspondents — o .

'PRINTER'S WASTE OF 10 C UPU S0LD TO PUBLIC, Several sheets of the
10 T U P, U (Zum.No.294£ showing sgeveral stamps on1¥ partly coloured
and other badl snud ge were sold over the post oIflice counter to the

ublic, One 1uc%y collechor succeeded”t6 get a com%}ete sheet (A 22), —.. .

aring the control No,097534. The P,T,T,states that it was "printer
wagte" which slipped through the examination, A rare happenlng%con~
sidering the extremely strict inspection of all sheetg leaving the
printing works, . , »

SWISS ESSAYS. In the October issue of the "News Letter" we shall
publish an interesting study by Dr,0tto Stiner,Bern, on these fascina-
ting sideline of Swisg philately, He describes all the important essays
from 1854 -to the Standing Helvetia, quotes from unpublished official
documentssand reveals the plan to print sheets of 1,000 sbamps of the
1882 issue,which was nearly put into practice, _

INTERESTING PROPAGANDA POSTMARKS. Several new propaganda postmarks
‘were introduced in September,including one (in German,French and Italian)
appealing to Swiss women to Jjoin the Auxiliary Military Service, The
German text is:"Schweizer Frauen! Meldet euch zum Militarischen FHD"§
the Prench:"Femmes Suisses! Amnoncez-vous pour le SCPF militaire", Like
other countries Switzerland is strengthening her national defence,

- Several special exhibition postmarks are current until the end of Octo-
ber,incl, "OLMA ST.GALLEN" (until 21st Oct.),"SSHWEIZER RADIO-AUSSTEL-
TONG 1950 ZURICH", As ususl there was a sgeol 1 gostmark for the indu
industrial fair at Lausanne during September ("COMPTOIR SUISSE-LAUSANNE)

MORE VARIETIES OF THE NATIONAL FETE-~STAMPS, One of our correspondents

reports of several new discoveries of N,F,varieties,as follows: 20 G.‘\
White line through "G" in "Confederatio" (Sheet D 111,4th stamp); 30 G
Spot over "R" of "Confederatio" (Sheet A 111,7th stamp); spot above
the second rumner (same sheet,1l8th-stamp); 40 C, White spot at "O" in

"Helvetica" (Sheet 4 111,7+th stemp).




PRICE
4 4,

A . - FPRER
‘ 70 MEMBERS

MW

)

XX KKES:
e e ol

o~
A® ne e

EE L

e g S |

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF THE 111, BUSHEY RO.AD, RAYNES PX.,
HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY LONDON, S.7.20

BNty LRI it QRINIR IR RIRIR LR UL LR LR LY TRIRIRIR TR IR IR R IR R RY

e st rin v

s

Tohensz

S A 3 Y
E % £ ¥ & %
i i"" k

ANEEEVEW IR WD B WA O S AW |
cembor 1 the "uinter Chrrity" set m #id of the Pro suvrentute Fund will meke its
rsncy, ~nd likes this year's "“Summer Chority" set, the Hotloncl Pets series, will
~eoonsist of five vrlues. The pdditiorn of snother velus is the result of the new policy

2 the P,T,T. to limit' chrrity seds to only two = yerr, beth with r small inerease of
tl® face velue snd surtex, in order to sctisfy the demend frem varlous chority orgeni -
sations which h'd recuested +the issue of seprrate series for their own benefit, The
revonze from the surtex oi the "Uintsr Chrrity" series will be divided this year between
the Preo Juvente” fung (90%3 snd the Swiss Union "Pro Infirmis" (ifor the Disebled)
which will receive 104, Hext yorr snothor charity orgenisetion will sharc thu rovenue
with the main fund, : :

Thu 1950 Pro Juventibe sot will b the most colourful of any Swiss issuc. Indeud,some
ey find the colouy schumu redhor gaudy, but it wes dictated by the now mubjosts cheson
for the 10, 20, 30 nnd 40 Cuntimue valuuvse Vhilst the 545 O, stemp is oncc sagain
dedicated to thu momery of a groet Swiss -~ it boars this yoar the portrait of Gurcral

- Theophil Sprucher ven Bernogg, tTho Chiof of Steff of the Swiss Army during end aftor
the fivet werld wer,whone hundredtn birthéay 1ls thus romembored this year -  the other
velves open the sorive of nuw designe, which are %o ke usvd for the Pro Juventute scta
during the nuwxt fow vours,

Aftor the svets of pims of $he 19191930 poriod and the lovely sostumes sorivs bute
woeon 1922 end 1940, follew.d by the oven wore ettractise Llewur pisturcs of alpine
flera, tho Pro Juventube stamps will in fubure dopdet alpine fauna, and tho gstart is

_meade with the ocmallost “enimels" - insceta.

- Thu 10410 Cuntimes veluc shows on trillirnt bluvish~gr.o.n baekground the Rud Admiral,
(Pyramcig Atslanta) on. of the most gorg.ous moembers of the European family of fhu
Pepilionidev, with the deip black colour of che wings rolicved by a broed bond of =
orongceresd snd sdorned with royel blu. merking, The Red 4dmirel which app..rg. in our
@older climeb. by th. middl: of Auguct, vnjoys the Swisce sun noorly a1l during +t8°
summ.r, from let: Junms or cerly July onw..rdu. Th. bubtt.rfly iu found in woods und
linca, vhere there ere nodtlod, oo ity lorve £..40 upon this plunt.

The 20410 C, ultrmp bring: sgeingt o vivid orvng. buckground a fin. pictur . of th.
Blu. Undurwing (o rel.otive of th. Owl.t Moth,r 11 knowa in Brituin), whose Lubin namc
iz Cutoeula Frixiule. It: Gormen nwa  "Bliw r Ordensbend" mouns "blu. riboa of wn ord.r
end 18 an ept dosoription vlluding o th. viol deblu. bhind on th. moth'u lower wingo.

The 30$10 €, & picty the Brown B o (Api: m.llificw) cgeinct o hon y=comb.d violot
buckground, It iz . nepr rolotive of the "ordiniry" bee, but lrcking it: chiructoristie "
yellow utripe:, This epic lives enly three week:, but during its .hert lifu produses

& lergy wmount of rich honsy, mextly durk brown in colour, bsoiuuwé it profers the
noctar of ocurtuin wlpino horbucious plimts which provide thiu cslouring,

Finelly tho 40410 G, utimp chows on w light bluc buckground u Sulphur butturily
(Celiuy puleene) which is clesely relutud te eur egbbege butturily, but iu not o gurden
vout a3 the luttor. In Suitzorlund it i: knowm ws tho "Meor Gelbling" (Moor Yollow),
busousy it lives meinly on mderland ond focds on hoeuwthore ' )

The size of wll utumps is e usuwl 24 by 29 Millimster:s, the ures of printing of
the pioturs ie 21 by 26 Millimetorse A1 urc printud in chocte of 50, with the usuul
morgingl inseriptiens, the 50, in four chedtc (1 4o 4), th. othor in tvo cylinder
shuoto, bearing the letters A ond B, The 5 C iy printcd in retegruvur. by the PeT.To
printing works at Berne from u design by Karl Bickel=Wzllenstudtborg, on vhita puper,
211 other veluvs in heliogruwure by Courvoicivr of Lu Chumx~du=Fondu, from dosignu by
Niklumo Steecklin,ef Righ.n, en grenitc psper with red und bilue fibres. All huve smooth
gue, The Pro Juvontut. series will bs valid for pestal uce uatil the 311 of Muy,l95Le
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2

An intoresting sideline off ¢ollocting Suius wtoops 1o thut of "4 4od corners" (euinu
detdu), Tt iy nothing nw to ¢ollectors O0F Frones, o proctic 1ly «ll Shoots of french
issuen bunr in thoe right coracr o printed d te o8 the d oy the sheot hos b%gn.uutu;lly
produced b the printing vorkse But o rog rds Suios ot mps, only o ufmp.rhtlvvly
omell proportion of the uhoutu hove such "d ted cornore®, Indevd, doting the ﬁhuvtﬁ
10 gonfined o thoue produced in the rotiry reecss printiag rroccos by the PoT.To
printing works b Bornc, Courvoisivr does not dite the she oo prJQuJLd in ybliot
~nd photo grovure, nor w.re -ay o rlicr ivoues g ted" bodore the ifutroduction of the
robery int 2lio roc wu (MStichti. fdruck") printing. . v 5
Thous 8011 sbors inmt r st d in this op 241 Jido lin. vill belswmd$iié wesult of the
peimsteking resesrch underteken in this field by Herr Erns@ Reu?i,ef eiligenschwendl,
end ilJ,Frey,of Gsneva, who have kindly sent me the following list ef detes as they
appear on Swiss issues in 1945 ;46, 47, the first thrwoyears of the rutery recess
production, o f |
LANDSCAPES: 3 Centimes olive: 21.I1T.46, 22.,IIT.46, 25.III.4¢, 27.1II.46, 20 III146
10 Centimes redbrown (%.257,5.G.373d): T.Ve46,0.V.46,19.VIT,46,22.VII.46
23.VII.46,5.1X:46,6.X1,45,11.XI,4%,10.X1.46,19,XT.4€,
 R0.XT 46,21 XI,4€,25.XT.46,.9.XI.,46. :
15 Centimes,orange: 4.IVed6,5.IV.46,6.IV,45,6.1V,4€,8.IV.46.,
20 Cent./Sen Salvadore/,red,(Z.215,5,G.375b): 3,VIl,46,10,VII,45,11,VII,
46,27 T04T4316T447,25,I1,47 ‘ =
30 Cent,blue,(Z,207,5G.377)¢ 10,III.47, 11.,I1T.47.~ 35 C,zreen: 16.V.4
40 Centimes,zroy, (Z:209,50,G,379)s 13.VI,46, 20VI.45 .
PRO JUVENTUTE: 1945 = 5 Cont. 4:Xey5eXey95XsplloX, 12cX.,13.X4,82.Xs, all 45
wfin =10 Cent (this value was a8 an exception also produced in recess)
156Xe3160X05174X0318:%.,19.X:,22,Xs, all 45
1946 ~ 5 Cent, 29,VIII 46, R14Xo48
PESTJALOZZI 10 Centg (26275,83(}04‘65)3 183XII°4‘5,19 'XII.45’20¢XII|45.,21@}{11.45,
22.X11045,26.XIT.45, 1.VI.46, 11.V.46.
dtto with BeIE, overprints 18.XIT,45,22,XII1.45, 5.I1,46,

On some later occasion we hope to give the dates which esppear on the lowest values of
the National Fete issues since 1945,the two colour chenges in the Londscapes set (30
and 40 C),the leter printings end colour changes in the Jirmeil set,end the new Lande
scapos designs, mest of which heve deteéd corners, the praekice being eontinued at
‘prement, Swiss collectors prefer to collect the doted corners in blocks of feur,ss in
meny instences the date is on the margin oppesite two stemps. Becruse of the limited
nurber of these "colns detes", the expense of enhencing one's colleetien by their
addition is not big, '
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ALBUMS AND PHILATELI”: AGCESSORIES
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The following albums, lerves, snd othor accessories gan be supplied to mombers at greate
1y reducod pricos, es the Holvotis Philetelie Sociuty is rofunding a large proportisn
of the discount granted by thoe wenufocturcrs to its mombors, It is csscntial to sond
tho romittenco and postage when ordering, (All prices postage EXTRA) Prico for

‘,.,._...A LBUMS Momborse

Merton",hendsomcly bound in bleaek c¢loth,spring back cover,with 75 supurior
~ quality leeves,quedrilled and flutods Retall pricc 27/? sieesenedss 23/6
dtto., with 50 double linun hinged loavus. Rutall pricc 32/6 cevecececss 2776
"Vikil’lg", bindors end locvos as abov@,flutOd,SiZU 10% by 8‘27 (21 ")oono.o-;on 17/6
"Aoadomy",as above, but sizo 9§ by 73, flutud Lloeves,Reteil 14/8.e.eeesseess 12/m
"Sevoy" with 50 strong loevos, fluted,stendurd 81zu,Rotoil 20/0 tivrinennne 16/6
LOOSE IFAVES n%all prices per 100) C "
Stenderd (113x93) very good cartridge...7/9 dbto,but hoavyweight cartridgo...9/6
Medium (103 x 8%) dtto o0 eb/9 dtto, - dtto . . eee8/3
Junior (9% x 7%3 dtto e046/3  dtto dtte ves?/3
Best quality certe do luxe,DOUBLE LINEN HINGED,13ix9%, 3/3 for 12.
STOCK_BOOKS with 20 white hinged curd leaves linen strips,9ix7, (25/6) ves2l/
dtto but sizc of leaves 103 x 8% (rotail 32/=) «ee27/m
These stock books have a sttrectice and strong spring back cover,
We can also provide fast bound stock books with 12 loavos 93x8% (18/=)ete.. 15/=
POCKET DUPLICATE BOOKS bound in rexine, ton pagus with 60 linen strips,
with button festenor end flap,size 65 x 3% ins.,a fine job,rotaild9/e.., 7/w
IRANSPARENT ENVELOPES good quelity, size 33 x 3 with guuimod £1ep,100 .ees.. 1/6 -
d'b'bo-, but _Smallor, 2 X 1"2‘ ins, fl&p n0'b gumad, . looo‘oooooo ng
IVORINE PERFORATION GAUGE, washsblo,will keep for ocver, rpféil 3/9 serenens 2/10d.,

Wo csan got eny other eccossories and inquiries uro invited.
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onsaameer SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS o. 2.5 v v o

The 40410 C, value of the 1922 Pro Juventute series shows the arms of
the Confederation, flanked on both sides by the two great adversaries of
the famous battle of Sempach, which became a turning point of Swiss
history. The victory of Morgarten in 1315 had laid the foundation of
independence, but the House of Austria, relying on the help of Swiss
nobles and the clergy, had not given up hopé of re-establishing its
domination ¢ver the Swiss, The stru§g1e, sometimes hidden, sométimes
flaring up into armed conflict, lagfed all through the fourteenth centu-
ry. It broke out agaln fully in 1386 and led to the memorable battle of
Sempach, Leopold, Duke of Austria, decided that the time had come - o
sub%ugate the defiant Helvetians, He put himself at the head of a large
Austrian army and marched-against Sempach, whose burguesses had shown
specially strong defiance, Such was his confidence‘o% ultimate victory
‘that he ordered that a large box full of ropes should be carried with
the army's chattels, the ropes to be used for hanging the leaders of the
rebellion, : :

‘The Swiss drew themselves up on a hill near the town, choosing ground
unsuitable for the Austrian cavalry, who had to dismount and form them -
selves into a sguare, This square tne Swiss attacked again and again,
without being able to get passed the long cavalry lances and speaTs.

The courage and self-sacrifice of a peasant leader from Unterwald,
&rnold von Winkelried, finally turned the day. Going up to the Austrian

~=~~uare at the head of a group of his men, he grasped as many of the

- ..astrian spears as possible, and pointing them at his chest, drew them
out of the Duke's knights arms, He fell, of course, pierced by many of
the spearg' blades, but caused such a confusion that the square was
crened and the Swiss poured in, bludgeoning the Austrians with their
heavy weapons, Two thousand Austrians were slayed in a terrible hand~to
hand fight., The Duke was killed, and the box in which he had carried the
ropes, was used by the Helvetians for his coffin, The stamp shows the
Drke on the left, and Winkelried, grasping the sgears,on the right,
Incidentally, the battle of Sempach is commemorated on an other Swiss
stamp,the 545 C, of‘th@ﬁ1§4o National Fete issue,depicting a Swiss
striking a foe with the bludgeon, e

The 1923 Pro Juventute set brings the coats of arms of Blle-Town,
Glarus and Neuchatel,znd, on the highest value, a reminiscence of yet
another famous battle, ; ' ,

Bédle (Basel),to-day with Zurich the largest and most import-
ant industrial centre of Switzerland, takes its name from an
an_old fort,or "bagilia", built by the Romans in_ the ‘year
358, From 1431 +to 1449, {nere was’set up at Basel the great
Couneiljwhich defied the Pope Eugene IV, and offered alle -
giance "to Felix, Duke of ‘Savoy. The duke later gbdicated -
and repented, recognising once again Rome's authority. The
town was then for a long time ruled-by bishops - hence the
: bishop's crozier in its coat of arms, The political . and
‘ spiri%ual domination bg the Church lasted until 1501, when
BASEL Basel joined the Confederation, But after the withdrawal of
ST the bishops, the burghers became all-powerful,and gradualky
changed into an oppresive‘aristocracg. On 20th Janugry,l?@B, under the
influence of the French Revolution, the Great Council of the town, -
"decided to grant political equality to the townfolk,and also to the
farmers and tenants who settled on the town's boundaries. But,disagree-
. ment arose between the two sections,and after a civil war in 1831l,iIn
which the townfolk were_ completely &efeated, g complete separation was
carried out, which res%lted in the creation of-tw%,"seml—canto s (Halb-
Kantone), Basel-Stadt (Bale-City) and Basel-Land (Bale-Country).

: . (To be continued)
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VALU EUROPEAN COLIECTIONS FOR SALE TO MEMBERS, N ef'd ‘,
A member, whe desided te concentrate in futuro on Switgorland and o fow scloglod
qountrio;, i8 offoring for sale & largoe part of his fine gonorel o&&leqtmon,a?vcral
cowrbrios of which aro highly specialised, Ho ie esking pricos fer below_tho ‘markot
value®, Mombors intorosted should got in touch with tho hoq;Seordtary’withogt dolaye
Tho following sollections are offorods - = - .

ARCENTINE (imol.Buonos Ayres,1,476 stamps, ¢ate.veluo £ 829) price & 75, URUGUAY (767
obanps ,0at .£427) prico £35, PERU (715 stomps y0at.£250) price £20. SPAIN (1,354 stomps,
gate£ 302) prico £15, PORTUGAL & GOLOI;IES‘(S,ZLOQ staups, oute£l,208,a vory fino lot),
;rico £100, 'AUSTRIA (1,469, oat.£350) prico .£35, o ;

ghis golloctors also Wi;hos 40 soll a lorge portion of his dupliocatos,as follows:
PERU (87,0t £9,15.0) for £1. ARGENTINE,Rivadavies,l9 stomps,” for £5, HOLLAND,mint
commomorativos,18 stomps (oot noorly £9)for £2410,PORTUGUESE gQLONIES (673 stamps,
oot £63) for £4,also lots of NorwaysHolland & Golonlos, ote. List sont on roquoste.
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CATTPIDFTE ~ CASINO ISLAND
Whenever one thinks of a tiny country which has contributed to our
philatelic hobby, the names of Andorra, Monaco or San Marino inevitably
spring %o mind, Yet unknown o most collectors there is still a more
diminutive state in existence - Campione on Lake Luﬁano. The inhabitants
of Monaco must consider themselves a "grande nation™ when they draw
comparison with the citizens -~ eiﬁht hundred end fifty in all - of the
Lilliputian country to their North-East, .
Campione is a picturesque enclave within Switzerland, and its admini-
stration is virtually autonomous, although the village is officiall
part of Italy. The citizens enjoy many privileges which are grante
neither to the Swiss nor to the Italians, And the most important is that
Campione enjoys a sort of customs autonomy, Por many years Swiss and
Italian customs guards have been trying to cork the smugglers'traffic
into and out of this ocasig in Europe's tariff jungle. Another, not less
important privilege is thalt Campione can disregard the gaming laws of
both her big neighbours,and run a Casino, where during the summer and
winter season, great stakes are being waged in various games of chance.
Philatelically, Campione came into being in 1944, when it was entirely
cut off from its Italian motherland, Italy was then partly occupied b¥
the Allies, but Musgolini and the Nazis still tried +to defend the North,
against a rapidly growing resistance movement and the advancing British
and U,S.troops. The Swiss closed the frontier, and Campione P.Q,,which
used Italian stamps, had to come to an arrangement with the Swiss P.T .
It was agreed that special gtamps will be issued, and that they shoula
have validity for local mail (hardly any!) and for letters to Switzerland,
Ags Campione could not become a member of the Universal Postal Union,the
stamps were not valid for letters sent abroad,and these were franked
at Lugano with Swiss postage stamps, Thus the Campione stamps must be
regarded as localsg, though they deserve to be accepted as a legitimate
postal issue, The first set appeared on Mai 2041944. It consisted of 5
values, 5,10,20,30 Centimes and 1 Franc. They were printed by Orell -
Fuessll at Zuerich on chalked paper in sheets of 25, The first printing
was perforated 113, the second 1l. The degign shows the coat of arms of
the village, the ingcription "R,R.POSTE ITALIANE -~ COMUNE DI CAMPIONE"
end the value tablet, The two highest values of the fipst print;ng are
Tare, t?ere exigt only 5,000 copies of each, and evenpthe two middle
values (10 and 20 C.) only 40,080 copies were printed at first. The
‘second_printing was made in 75,000 copies of the Centimes and 40,000 of -
the 1L F value, As this issue was produced rather quickly, there ex;st.
many varieties and plate-flaws, which the Zumstein Special catalogue
enumerates, Some are catalogued as high as F 120,~ or F 150,- each,
On September 7, 1944, a "definitive" set follows, consistlng,of'7:/\i
valuess 5,10,20,30,40,60 Centimes and 1 Pr, It is an extrem§}¥t%tt§aggufe
: T s : i ot ictpreggue L1LGLle TOWH,
T80t sevoral BACTHNE SRISRIEN ST, AP0, PASRTORANY oat 2o i
pictures of the Basilica of Bergamo, the Dome of-Modena and  had
the grand-seigneur of Scala at Verona,were added, The Prlntlng.exe u
bv Courvoisier of La Chaux-de-Fonds was of the usual high quality forit
‘ w%ich thisg famous firm is-renown, The printers used the familiar granite
aper of the Swiss stamps, The number printed was not discloged, but was
"gonsiderable..The complete set is sti11 sold in Switzerland for BoEOtifsa
slso it became obsolete when things returned to normal in Italy an
Cempione stamps were replaced once more by the ordinary stamps of Italy.
Collectors may be interested in some facts about Camplone, W%ighhld
culled from an interssting travel article by Frank Feldman, publisihec
- in the B,E.A.Magazine, Once upon the time, Campione used to be a ,
poverty-stricken fishing village, a quarter of an hour's boat ?riprfrom
switzerland's fashionable ILugano, The inhabitants formed an unigue com-
munity. Speasking a dialect used in-the Canton of Ticino, they rigorous-
1y kept to Italisn customs - and practices, With the erection of a
gambling casino, the little township began *to flourish,until today it
ranks among the leading citadels of fortune, Players prefer to go to
Campione rather than to Lugano,where the Swiss government §tr10tly ‘
limits the stakes and where baccarat and roulette are-forbidden altoge-
ther and are replaced by the rather-harmless "boulle", With its ultra-
modern promenade'along the lake, the splendid gardens,some-fine hotelsy
Campione has become the playing ground of wealthy tourists, The casinoy
has proved a verltable goldmine, After the war, Campione has had its
economic problems, as the Swiss became anxious about the drain of the
"hard" francs into the microscopic state, But the removal of visa




No. 10/11 HELVETIA NEWS NEWSLETTER _ @ctober/November Page 5

restrictions between Switzerland and Italy brought quickly another ers
of prosperity. Campione is no longer the smugglers' paradise into

which it had developed during the war, Like Monaco, Campione practically
exists from the takings of the casino, with the difference that the
latter area is even smaller and more dependent on its '"mill of chance",
With heavy Swiss logic and Italian eptimism the Campionese calculate
that there will always-be sufficient gamblers to guarantee them -a.
comfortable livelihood, ‘ E.HaS.
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tFAA.IIOUS SUISS_ON STAMPS, /. vnderst nd from thu Guneral Dircetion of the Suius PoTeTe
*r,l?u‘uju 13‘.’.1:'*,3& hundbook 1z now buing propoercd, vhich will give o full desoription und
b;zogru.ph:; cul dube off wll fumons Suisu men (endgwe think, onc wommit,Fraw Suuwme Orclii,
1200 portralt vppoirs on the 10610 G of the 1945 Pro Juventuto iuoue) ~dopiched on
fﬂl“U Jffgpue;Thiu iv w Tusdeble uwaderbiking, ws mwny colluctors who wro hiutorieully
bunb, will wcleome wuch detullos As soon as tho book 1o iuued, we chall inform our .
mumbore cbout the pried; wad thoue dnborcuded muy wlrewdy nov Gell the hongScorctury
Liactnor they would like o book benbutivuely u copyo ) :

EANDBCOK OF PROPAGANDA AND FLAG POSTMARKS, ‘ - . .
- e PoTaTe hao juct publish.d wn cxtonsive work vhouwt wll propugundu,fleg ond muchine

. Jumurks used by the poutid cdminictrodion from 1921 und 1948, I% in wr uxecllend
seforcnce book, which hes nothing 4o compurc vith in wiy othor countrye Profusely - .
Lllnstreted « thore aro pieturcs of cuch of the postmurks = it eun be cuwily widor e
viood by wnybody, oo the Gormun text iz of uccondexry importince onlys The book- consisto
of looss thuctz to bo £ittcd in o ring book or pug cover , und cvery your the Pl Ts
will fooue oupplomento, meking the vork onc of purmunent valuce Unfortunutely,busuuso
of the wory high production cout, tlic pricc is ruthor high, Tho book costs 15/= plus
postezee The wimudd cupplomenty vill coct only o four poucy por pugoe Wo cunt woccyph
Lookings nov, : , ' , ) : _ '
. SPECTAL POSTMARKS IN OCGTOBER,. wur. Berne ovrruspondunt reporte the folloving dpeeiud
adcproprgunda postmirks uscd durdng the Lot fur woikes  "Schuwedzervoohu = Schwolzor
Arblid - Quuidtochowrbodt®™ (Suinn Wock - Sudos Vork = Quulity Work) .t Buru,Thun,Beuslo,
Leng.n¥hal,Ldcsthad,, Solothurn; Zofingon,, Luserne , Zug Fr vonfold ,Winturthur ,Chur, Zurich,
wnd Rohwrochuchy vnd the gume vlogin in Fruneh, "Scmeine Suloove » Produits Suisoe e
Produi$s de- quelitd" ob Yvirdon,Fribourg,Sion,Neuch t¢l, 'nd in It:lion ub Bullizonw
'nd Logurnoe A op.edid. poustmxrk usod in Zurdish cppocls b use the corrvet uddress from
“the phene diredtory when wddrouuing lobbors (Slogon in Germen "Bitto den Adrouson fuer
Zuorich Pogtlocitzuhl boifuigen n oh Angiben des Tolephouverzeichniosx Zurich,Sciton
CUHLXOVIY) ; U o

.- A "SPECIMEN" DISCOVERY. In - o1d ¢slloction rocuntly wold to o Burne doclor wus o
100 C, Poutuge Duu ubump Zumitein Noo8,bluc,m vialte p per,frome Bypol, with o SPECIMEN
srerprints It i the firet time thet thic otump hos boon ceon with thie overprint,uhich
i0 ramerdod by wepert o quite gonuine. - ‘ . ' L :

VORE NATIONAL FETE VARIETIES, Our corruupondents roport  eui some, now diseoverics
of Torietios of the N il Fube 1950 iuuuc, A distinet ome iuv $. bo found on the 4th
stomp. L0 shout ALLL of the 20+10 Co viluu, Jhoving o lirge £l cbove the wreutlor on
the lorss. oother on the 124k stump in shoot B1lL of the sume vilue, vhore tlhic © ‘.oi‘
GONFEDERATIO i erouuud by o vhite ling. Of the 30-10 C v-luw there ere wo verletics
noy repordd, onc on the 7th, the other 1 the 18th sdunp: in shock Alll.mTho’f%rutjiu o
fl.v :bove the R in CONFOEDERATIO, tho othur o ¥orock.d" 5 in 1950, Good huntingd

LARGE NUMBER OF 50_C AIRMAIL DOUBLE IMPRESSION VARLETTES |
The PeTele: -towle.s officicldly thut the numbor of whumps iscued to poot. officos for dulc
of tho 50 Combimus Alrmedl of 1941, Zumstein Hoe29, Stinley Gibbons Nol417, whish had
o double improuulon, i vbout 8,000, Only thu 33rd whump in Shoet Nos2 was dp\;bly.
impronsody and the PoT.Taaede uvory uffort to trocc the number of thome ghogte seld te
the public boeforo the flar wao ropuiréd. The wmouncumont should r@sult‘in.g,drgplin the

progsent eitiloguo quotwtion by Zumstoin (. 12,50),u8 8,000 iy rether a large mugbor

C For Qo vuricty to mako it o raritye T B _
SUISS ESSAYS AND PROQFS, W hops to publish uhortly in tho "News Letter" a mec?

snstructive rticlc on this cubjuet by DreOtto Stineryof Borne,a wcll!.—km'v{n!e{;ppx“bo

STRUBELI RESEARCH. Mr.EB, Shurly, member of our Expert Committee sent
me recently some ¢xtremely interesting observations on thefsgp%%gg of =
Munich =nd Berne printings and paper problems of the imperieol > g
Helvetia (Strubeli) issues, which I hopc to publish in the Decem gr
cdition of the "News Letter", Incidentally, I am always gr@teful or

o S A ny Letter' articles.l am tr ing -0, include
su% gi%lo%goggron variggg thomes,bub 1t _1is %orvmom ers to say what they
%8uld 1&?6 to rcad in our Socictys broadshecet,
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SUBSCRIPTION 1051, Tho onnual subscription for mombors who 4oimnod tho Seedmte Tofam

‘ JU.II? 30th 1950, will bo duo at tho ond of Dogombor, and all membors oro roquestod to

gem:.t 78,6da bt thoir oarly convonionco,  to savo tho Committoo and tho hon

Socretary unnocessery work in rominding the "slow peyors", Owing to the convalcsc’zonco

of our hon,Troasurer, Mr.MsNoville, thc honeSeerotary and the othor officors have an

él.v;xgri:::d'. da?-m;v;.;tdof.wor’lgh’co do, end mambors cen help by romitting punctually., Mombo:f:s
: ] rin; + : i

subscriptg_dﬁ o pgc?ggt, o socond half of this yoar aro not requircd to pay anothor

mXGHANG.E PACKET BRANCH, Two moro packots woro compiled ~ with groat difficulty bocausc
the deaf‘ﬁh of good matorial is still provelont, It is, of courso, incroasinéTy'difficuli:
%o provido tho matorial which would intcrest advanced callootors and spcolelists,and

I onco moTo a}zpoal to oll mombors who hove "bottor class" items for salo 'bc; onto::'
thom for the ltxvchmgq Packet Branch or for Postal Auction. Solés are satisfactory and
peynont cen bo made nmuch quicker than for "ordinery" booklets, which have o bo gipw
culated for many meuths bofore -the "gorden and common stuff" is sold. S

L @‘ N g;} 0 N G, R@ U @ . Hon.Soerotery: P,STRATTON,60,Rogoney St oSeW,l

T ‘ TR “ﬂll!“l!llln“ R R AT R IR THR IR TITI] A R R R NIRRT IRt VTR TR

no Octoler meoting brought o most interestin display of Swiss Commomorcti wrhi

was arronged by Mrs,E,J.Rawnsley and tho honﬁz"oup chro’bary?Mrq"Stra'btonQ%mgif{gﬁgg"w
gevo a tall on the Netional Fote issucs, with spocial omphasis on tho historical o
sub:,oqts and -on printing, whilst Mr.Strotton dealt with tho U.P.U,issuos from 1900 ..
ong end providod voluable informetion. about spocial postmarks. Mr.8,J.Hording show.
somo highly -intorosting Souvonir Bocklets, including those issucd for tho Olympic
Grmos, hooring tho autogrophs of mombors of the Olympie Committce, ond for the
Intorngtional Rollway Congross. Tho Novomber meoting was dedicuted to tho "Struboeli®
issuos = tho Imporf,Bétiiog Holvotia stomps of 1854/62,end some maombors brought along
fino metorianl from thoir collections, Livoly disqussions concluded both mccotinge,

Tho noxt mocting of tho Group tokos dpla,co on-tho 5th of Doccmber 1950 (Tucsdny),whon
a tolk . ond display will be follewed by an cuetion, o B

A1l London Group mootings tike place ot 6.36 pement the "SWAN",Cosmo Plogo, Southampton
RoiwyWeCol,which is within o shert wwrlking distince from Holborn-Kingsvmy Tube Stutlon,

NMERIEEDNS €D 1D oncirmans LMOORE, "Arose,Luwmsvood Gdng., LEEDS 6,
ﬁ\; ' t Yool PO E SN R RS ST D SR A A A L ALV A
PN Rema Doy b, Ry R* E \

Tho mootdng on Octobor 22 wes very successful ond providod a veriod ,snd‘in*boroﬂs:c‘ing_
faroe  Somc mombors . brought roquests for help in Ldcntificeition of some moro dir.r.:.sult‘
. itoms, cnd Mr,Ellis oxpleined the diffcrense betweon tho two plotes of thmn St ,Gotthord
. 20 C.otamps, ond cléo told how to spot "grilled" pnpur. A membor, who wunted o know
tho shatus of Soldiors' strmps wos rowerded for hio ‘queryywhich ¢ ‘uac:d- g,fmor;,l intor=
owb, by tho Lloan of Locher's Soldicrs stemp culbnrloguc from 'hhc; Groug 8 le-’f‘;':!‘y:_ o
Mr o Highotod was cble to holp mombors te ideutify two :;P}cvts of tho "gymbolic sg:'-muph
such a8 appour on the cover of the PTT Hindbook on dosigns, They nre uged . as proel
countors in tho PTT schools Mr. R.L.Mcyston, our Notlonol Chairmem,dent clong gevoral
" ghocts of his moot delightfully writton up cdlloc’sion?illum.:rgy.fhing the ‘S'borsf or.‘.'uhc
Centon of Fribourg, cnd oll mombers prosuitt wore unoilmous in their pralsc cnd
.grotitudo to MrMeyston for the ...  interesting cxhibite — . ' Lt
" The Group choirmaon, Mr,LgMoorc cntortcined mombers for an hc‘aur"\rﬂh oan oxcu‘ c,ls T
£1lm progrommue, Ho showed holidey films of hic own "production", dvpleting wintor oh

joinod tho Socioty boforc

Nno Syi o of i ) suory vhich appoorgs o
summor cechos in Syitzorlond. Some of tho £ilms ghow tho pecncry waloh .\
meny Swiss otomps, cush as Chillon, Dent du Midi,Castagmola church with San Solvatore,
ctos Sevoral m.mbers trovelled from for avey to the mevting, Ancluding Mr.A.LJ/IQI"tc,
vhe camo from Shufficlde B S | . |

- »

[ cT 4 g £ HoneSverutory: P,B,LAUDER, 1lz,Entry Risc,
\A ; | \ ' A 1 RY Wi ‘ ’ ‘\llmnmnlmnmmm fcom‘bo DO’WI’I, B ') J‘-‘ h LRI RIR DL SR L

Tho reoponse from mumbors in tho Wost Cauntry did not werront so far tho calling

of o Group mooting in the now scason, wnd we ropoat tho appoal to all membors in
thic part of tho vouwntry to commmicuto with the heti.Scerotery. ;
It is proposed to orroige mootings clternatively ot Bath,Exotor,Plymouth and othor
controg, but it is noccssary to know how many mombors ere proporod to oome along
ond which. plaso would bo most convonlont, Wo hove somo keon mombors in the Wost of

. Englend, including such distinguishod philatolists, oo iir.Horold .DeG.Gisburn, the
volleknown authory,whe has eccoptod tho chairmanship of the Group, and mootings counld
bo of groat value, onlarging philotolie knouledgo ond cetoblishing porsonal contasts
ooong tho participents. ‘ i
Owing to unferescon ciroumstoncos wo woro wncblo to publish in thie issuc the
continuation of Colonel de Wabtovillo's stidy on tho Stonding Holvetia issuesyand
hope to do se in tho Docomber issuo of tho "Nows Lottor's
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