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OUR FIFTH YEAR

The Annual Subscri ptlcn of 7s.6d, Tor all Members who joined
the Society before the 3¢*L of June 195C, was due on January lst,1951.
Whilst most Members sither remitted it 1n‘t¢me,or instructed the hen.
Treasurer to deduct it from ¥hneir deposit accounts, there are quive a
_few Members who -~ at the cenlnning of March! - are still in arrearswith

aelr payments,

To those Members an urgeunt appeal is made today to remit the
modest annual payment without delay. The Committee would otherwise have
the unpleasant duty -in accordance with Rule S- to remove their names
from the Membership Register, = o

Owing to the serious illness of both,the hon,Treasurer,Mr.Neville,
and the hon, Secretarv,!r,spiro, some mat¥ers suffered delays and unavolr
dable neglect during recent'ﬁon@hs,ané may have caused some disappoint
ment to Members. But a "rashuffle of the Ccommitteet's duties and agenda
has been now caerried out, and koth the publication of the "NEWS LETTER'
and the provision of other fdclll+1as will be C(filed out regularly ard
promptly in future, Our Tifth year will bring many new activities.

. Mr,A.J Harding has tcken cver ube hon.Treasurership,and Mr.strattm
has rellevod Mr,Spiro ‘from various dn%ies. The Committee is determined
to make 1951 a most successful year for "Pelvetla",and asks all Members

%o help - keeping the flag ilylng..Payments should be" send to the hon.
reasurer, MriA.d. HARDING, 31,8cmerset Way, Iver, Bucks. o
N - See also 1mportent announcement on Page 6 of. this News. Letter.'.
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- SWISS INCREASE POSTAL RATES

PROVISIONAL OVJRPRINTS EXPECTFD ~ SOME STAMPS RED

Pogtal rates in Swmtzerland are to be incrsased snOrtlyo The bederal Councillor for
Post and Rallways, Herr Josef Escher, is reported to have submitted to the Government
proposals, which smount to a 25 per cent rise of the Inlend- Letter Rate, and similar.
increases for postcards, parcels,rrgistered meil, express delivery, telephone and
telegraph charges, amounting to between 33% and 50 per qent,-

¥nasent the 1n-and letter rate is 20 C.(for local letters withln a radius of ten
kllome ers, 10 0,) up to 250 grammes,snd 30 C up to- one kilogramme. Postcards. are 10 Ce
printed matter 5 C for the first 50 gremmes,

The increase will take plags a3 soon the Naticnal Counoil gives its formal approval.
Several existing values will become redundent, whilst some new values may become hecée
ssary. We hear frox our Seiss ,oorrespondents that provisedlonal stanps, to be
produced by overpriniting some of the current values, may be expected.

We hope to repart next month whether snd what overprints are o be Lssued

| ]
In the meantime we advige Memders to complete the eurrent Lendscapes and Historisal
sets, because the price of those values which may become obsvlete or overprinted io
bound to increase quickly, .

The National PFets 1951 geries, due on June lst., will not be affected by the .
chenges, These stemps are being printed at present,end will depict ~as last year -
various spor'!;s and games. . : :
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B SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS gtisass
KRN » Ag §E88898888
By G R« H Y N D , - (Continued)
The second velue of the 1923 set, 1045 Ci,nedessiteted the use of four colours,green,
red;yellow end black, in order to depiot the figure of Seint Fridolin; the patron
saint of Glarus. Fridolin ceime #s n monk from Iréland to Switzerlend to preash
Ohristienity esmong the Gouls; who =t thet time.= in the sixth century = inhabited
. wost of Frenece snd the territory which is nev Switzerlrnd. He beceme Abbot of the
Mongstery of St.Hilery neerr Saeckingen, which he rebuilt ~fter it was destroyed by the
- Visigoths, He died st Sreckingen inm 540 i.Deyrnd his bedy hes been preserved there.
Pope Julius II proclrimed his bertidude, sltheugh he vrs regerded by the people cf
Glrrus es a seint since the 1l4~th century. The coct of orms is surrounded on the -
stemps by a drapery with e flover rad prlm prttern, symbolising the printed febrics
for vhich the Centon of Glatus is renomy .- . ' : - e
The 2045 C.v-lue shows the coet of &rms 0f Neuchetel., This centon is the youngest
member of the Confederstion, to which it wes edmitted in 1814, but did not sctually
Join until efter the Revolution of 1848, Originelly a dependency of the Kingdom of
Frence, then of the Dukes of Burgundy, it beceme pert of the Germen lmpire, snd
ves leter governed by the Dukes of OrleenswLongueville. In 1406 Neuchatel concluded
& treaty with the Contons of Berre,lucerne,Fribourg and Solothurn (Soleure), vhich
moy be 1»gerded as 1ts first,if loose link with the Swiss comfederctes. For centu=
ries the colours of the duchy were’ gold,red eud silver, but when its sovereignty
pegsed in 1707 to the King of Prussie, they were replaced by black-vwhite~gold, the -
two first colours being thet of Prussia. During the reign of Napoleon, Neuchatel
was under French rule, received some sort of independence from the Congress of Vieumna
in 1814, end formelly joined the Confeder.tion, but the Prussiens remainded the
factual rulers untll the revolutionery uphecvel of 1848, when, on Merch 2, the Great
Council of the canton declered its independence and adherence to ‘the Helvetien
_-Confederation, To the old colours of red end silver, the colour of the Revolution =
greén ~ wes added, but since 1870 the sucll Helvetlen Cross was incorporated in order
o distinguish the colours from the Itclion tricoleurcs Todey Neuchatel is the mein
gentre of the vorld femous Svriss wetehmoking industry, hence the border of six watches
surrounding the coat of =rms on the etemp. h i
- The 40410 C, value sgein depicts the Arms ef the Benfederatien, and the two martiel
figures on either side of the shield represent the esdversaries of the battle of Saint
Jaoruesmsur-le~Birse in the 15th eentury - Palphfe-ilowist. of Frenceyend e leader
‘of the Confederetes! trasps. . ’ L ‘
' ‘The endient villege ithere the wettle took plece is depicted on another Swiss stemp,

the 10c, Nationel Fete of 1944 (with the, neme in Germen: S§.Jecob-esh-der-Birs). '
. The brttle, which,took plroe on August 26,1444, was the climex of a wer which resulted
from o feud between Zurich end Schwyz over the estate of the late Count of Toggenburg,
vhich wes claimed by both-cantons, Zurich appesled fur help to the Emperor, whiid — -
Schityz received esssistence from the other Confederstes. Emperor Frederick ordered the:
Deuphin of Frence.to merch into Switzerlend, end Deuhin Louis arrived at the head of
en army of neayly 30,000 Armegnec soldiers end knights. This great army was met: at
St.Jacques by the Gonfedercte ermy of only 1,500 men. In the ‘terrible battle, the _
French and Tmperial troops were routed, losing 4,000 dead, whilst the Suiss suffered
only 300 cesulaties. Zurich vas severely punished, had to forgo its allignce with the’
Bmperor, pay a substantial sum to the Confederstion snd withdraw all claims to the

Poggenburg bequesta. R ‘ . T . o

“The 1924 Pro Juventute series brings the coats of erms of AppenzelleInnerrhoden,
Solothurn (Soleure), Scheffheusen, and the Confederation shield dediceted to the
Burgundien wers. - R S ' I
,‘Tgﬁnlowest value, 545 C, ‘depicts the.coat: ofi:arms of the. Helf~Centon of Appenzell-

:‘Innerrhoden. Appenzell belonged in the early middle: sges-to.the Counts of Thurgau,end

“‘wes until the 14th century'pert of the Canton of Thurgeu. Following religious disw
.putes during the Reformation, it was divided soon after it gained its full indepen=

"~ dénge into two Helf-Centons, Innerrhoden (which means Rhodes Interior) and Aussen-

| Thoden (Rhodes Exterior).Since division prevailed from 1597 to this day, Innerrhoden

being Romen Catholic, Aussenrhoden Protestents

. (To_be_continued next month)
CONTINUED FROM PAGE S = , o R
Contrary o the original the two stamps on the Miniature sheet pigture -the Bale
Dove on a blue ground surrounded by a carmine o v a 1 border. The dove is much .
larger then on the original stemp. The sheet had e face velue of 20 C;(twice 10 C,)

and was sold et 3 F, It was printed by the P.T.T,printing worke.in Bern by =
combination of typogrrphy, recess and embossing processes. There were ten blocks
t0 a penel, each numbered from No,l to No,10 on the back., A totel of 146,143 sheets
v7a8 sold between April 14th end 30th 1945, Velidity until 31lst December 1945,
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- Standing Helvetia ~

A Now sTupy BY KARL HOFFMANN (3 AszL

PAGE 3
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Switzerland collectors will readily agree that the Stending Helvetia issues of
1882 to 1907 belong to the most fescinating etemp series, But probebly few collecte
ors ave sware that the series hes Ween postally valid for more then 42 years, if one
tekes into account that it wes demonetized only on December 3lst 1924, \ith the
advent of the"Sitting Helvetia with the Sword" in 1908, the old familiar design dis-
sppeared rapidly, but items postmarked as late as 1915 or even 1918 ars by ne means
TEYe . : .

In eny oase the Stemding Helvetisa series wes in full circulation for ever a quarter
of a century, and it must be pretty obvious thet these stemps, reprinted egain and
egain by several printers end from meny differeut dies and plates, subjected to meny
chenges of paper, colours, wrtermarks and perforetien, provide a very wide range
for study end resecrch, : ,

" The purpose of the present series ef srticles, storting in this issue of the
"Helvetia Ne®s Letter" is not so much to provide mevw wekeilal for specialists,as
to sequaint the begimmer and wedium ecllecter wit] the mein features ef this
interesting series. If one observes the basis rules; whieh I propose to eutline, it
. will be seen that the series is by n¢ means gs "difficult" or confusing as many seen
to believe. It seems a pity thot mony sollestors do nct manege to find their way
through the spparent pSle-méle ef %his intersting issue. Mcny may be deterred by the
74 that it is nedessary to use the perforation gouge more frequently than en other
vccasicus, and that there is slse the handicep of heving to distinguish between three
different watermerks (two of vhich ore not true vatermarks but embossed control marks).

Maybe that one reason for the confusior is that there is no simple, table of the
verious issues, and I propose,therefore, to start eff Wy giving such a table,
which readers will £ind convenient te refer to in the course of reading this arcicles,

Ez; . . & 3 vt o - <t

K

== e ST T—.
- : T WATLRMARK CROSS | WMK CROSS
CONTROL "&" - | CONWTROL "B WHITE PAPER GRANITE
SR SN DU -
: : 1602 {1008 | 18911894 | 1901 | 1961 2905 | 1907 | 1906{1907 [ 1907
Yoar of issue 1691 | 1892{ 1902 | /03 | fut | /o6 : “ ~
| ’ - E 115 111 | 1 | e 110 {agd a {11y |1
' Perforation 1112 9 af [z |<17 | YRl x5 | Ma X12 {x1i
Number of werticel 1] 12 )13l || 1)1 |14 |14 |18 |13
120 Co ORANGE 66 | 653 |35C | 660 65L | - | 86u | - foec |oan| -
"25 C GREEN ) 67A | 673 {67C | 6T | ¥ - - - | - - -
95 G BLUE,TYPE I ° | = | = |~ j7ecfvae | - [ o7a| - |- | - | =

-

25 C, BLUE, TYPE II. | = | = | - | = | = | = | 93h| 933" - | 95h |95B

30 C, BROWN 1 - | - |680| eeD|68E | - | 88&| « } ~ | 964 |96D
40 G, grey,OPEN 4 TYPEL 60A| 69D | 69C | 69D 69E | = | = - | - - -
40 G. GLOSED 4,TYPE II| = | = | - - | - | 7er| Boa! BoB| - |o7A]| -
50 G, BLUE 704l 708 [ 700 | 7o - - - I - | -
50 C. GREEN wl ot o« |7ap | 7aB] - | o0A] = | 90C| 98A| =
1 Frenc LILAC 71A{ 71B | 716 | 71D | TIE | =~ - - | - - | -
1 Frenc CARMINE -] - | - |7SD | 7SE| = | 91A] - .91C| 99A | 99B
3 Frencs BROWN 72a] =~ | = [720 | vem | 72r| e2a| - | 920|1004 |100B

411 Numbers are Zumstein Cafalogues It is impossible to list the'Standing'Helvetia
series sgcording to Stenley Gibbons, as this catalogue, whilst glving'numbers to
many ouestionsble shades, neglects the two different control marks. — . .
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A glance at the table shows that we have to cope with eight different 20 Centimes
stamps, four different 25 C, green, six different 30 Centimes end so on, but we also
realise that there are two types of the 25 C blue, and the 40 C. vhich have to be
distinguished. In the case of the latter, there will be little diffictlty, =s the
figure 4 in 40 is of entirely different shape in the two types. In Type I it is en
open 4, with a long upwerd stroke, vhilst the 4 in Type II is olesed, and both figures

: . " in this type =re muoch smaller. C
, In the case of the two types of the 25 C blue, it needs & little
A more attention to find out the differences, In Type I the A in the
,ﬁﬁgét word FBANCO on the right side slopes distincXly towards right, in
J Type II, it is siwaight,or even inclined ih the opposite direction,
Type I Type II towrerds lefts In Type I the sters in the eval ere smell end smudgy, .
in Type II, lerger and more cleer: finally the baokground under the
velue tablet end the two "irenco® censisis of herizoutel linos in Type I, and of =
neet crissweross net in Typo II, : : '

Having distinguished the two typos ef these twe vclues, wo cuil now soparate thom
and meke twelve 1itile pilos af-t¥he stompe we heve in eur colloction end in tho dupli-
cato book, ' ‘ ' '

The noxt step will bo to sert out the Centrel morks ond the Vubtormerks and to dotore
mino tho two diffowont popors {(whito end grenite,the lattor wvith bluc and red fibros)
vad finelly progood to tho perforatiens difforoneos, uero sbeut noxt time!

HM""H“"ﬂ”'l!lIl!l,!!lill!!'il!!lll‘"!HHHHHIIH'"n‘AHH»HHHHHIU!HHI'IHHHI!HH!NHH.-\IIHIIHHHHH!HWIHHIHHI’|lﬂ-ut\"

FROM OUR CORRESPON

CENTIMES LARGE LANSCAPES - » venished stamp! The humble 3 C.

Faheupy ey

N

[ I . a0 86 & s o ¢
v e e 208 0 * Jeces i s s

THREE

olive »f the 1949 "lgrge Landscapes" set, which h s become obsolete
some: time ago,has practically vanished., Swige dealers,who rarely act
rashly are now offering up to ten times face value.,,.and paying even
more, The stamp is even mecre elusive in used than in wmint condition,
as 1t was almost entirely usged for Jreille mail, and blind people pay
obviously no attention to the stemps the reccive with their letters.
SWISS TOBACCONISTS MO SELL SIAWE. he P,T,T, has issued licences to
some 500 tobacconist and statienery shens, which entitle them to sell
stamps,postcards ond onvelopss with stewmps, Thev will receive a small
commission on these gales., The innovetion was deeided upon in the inte-
rest. of tourists,whe hed often fte well to the pest effice to mail their
cards, In Italy,Austria and weny other countries stamps have been sold
in tobacco shops,stationers, and even By grocers for many years.
CINIERESTING PERF, VARTIETIES DISCOVMRED, ¢ur Zurich correspondent tells
s that 2 number of sivamn booklets s0ld frem automatics machines show
striking perforation flews, Some eof the 2¢ €. v lues (Yum.Wo.301) of,—
the large Landscapes series, have been perforated risht through the
centre, so that the Fowr stamps on the page of the r— v :
booklets are practically halved, A numder oi 10 J ) L
values ?No.299) was also found perforated for th {_ A ]
booklets in similar Fashion, : o S ]
- GOOD SERVICE AT ZUNSTEIN'S, Mrs.E.Cox,of Hythe, one of our wost
enthusiastic members, writes:"Having just returned from three Weekg fo-
liday in Switzerland, I should like %o record the kindness and courtesy
I received at Zumstein's, On my way home from Wengen,I always make &
point of ‘spending part of the last day in Berne,I was unable o vigit
Zumstein's until the evening., I arrived there at about ten minutes
past six,only to find the clerks all prepering to leave, But the very
kind gentleman in charge of the office, himse}ﬁ*found‘my wants - gn%

T had quite a lengthy list of most uninteresting gapfillers! - an e

continued to serve me till nearly 7.30 p.m." (British dealers,please

. .11 note!
SWISS NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITICN 1951, A national stamp exhibition~- )

will take place at Luzerne from September 29th to October 7th,195l.

Members interested can get in touch with the organising gecretary
"LUNABA", Postfach 176, Luzern. :

A SET M COMMEMORATE SWISS TELEOX%%NICAEION IN 1952 %

Just before going to press (or rather into the duplicating machine) ,we
hear from our Berne correspondent that the i.T%T; has«acceggiitzgz
desiens executed by Pierreée Gauchat for a set ol lour commel )
si:mgg‘ﬁo be issueg early in 1952, They will celebrate half centugy of
Swiss telecdifunication,depicting telegraph,telephone, and alsc radio
and television —the Hbter being just preparecd for introduction.

oo

¢ o
e o

3 oe
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CENTENARY MINIATURE "SHEETS

~ On the eccasion of the centenary ef Swiss strmps in 1943, e commemor. tive stemps
and three Miniature sheets were issued, The Zurich 4 and Zurich 6 Reppen, which first
ﬁgpegred on Merech 1, leéaginelebraied o comew-baek in more modern setting, whilst the
mcgoie Geneva"tof SepZember 30,1843, wes commemerated on one of the sheets.

“oday we want censider the vreluctio A - " L1 Zurish"
MLy ZurLon ong e "Genevg Sheet”.n'Of the threé sheets = the "small Zurish'",the
‘ l@e designer of the modern 4-6 Rappen Zurich was Albert Yensin, He alse ensrsved
tao stamp, which was printed in sheets of 25, But for the produciion e the sfmisture
B 3’anoth§r artist was called in, Hens Theeni, who dobigned the borders end iﬂ;
se¢“pt1?ns. “hilst the post-ge strups vere p.inted en white gummed peper, the
.- sheets were produced on chrmois-colourad p-per. The most interesting feoet ~bout

PR . N, .
the lerge (Luxury) snd small Zurich sheets is thot they were printed by different
processes, : - '

] Tae "Lvxury" sheet consistinz ef 12 imperforrte centenary st mpe «ithiwm :n
oun‘mental borderﬁ wes printed by supcriumpescd otching =nd engr ving precce=s sn the
rota{y press ~t the Berhe P.T...printing vorks, - :

Jor the produsiion ef the swell shoot it + o.docided o usce ©ho s~mo printing
prnecss o8 for the original Zurich Reppan st-mps o hundred yorrs Wofirc, nomely lithe-
graphy. Tho crdor wes given to the frmeus Tira ef Broll sucesli ef surich, vhiech also
produscd the originsl shomps in 1843.
1nnqv§;;§ %fb*he1c>;2;i lSﬂcﬂ iht@liptl0§<g%Vl?g~phe rerson fov the issue in th§ thres
enEhages oL % nntry, ~ud the d-tes indicnting dhe eeatoncry, 4t the tup, in tho
m1a2¢erof t@e ends »{ the scroll there is ~ gaod imit tioa 5. the losette postucrk of
1843; ?heLStampi rre 80 arr-uzged thet they eould we cut sut ond wsed singly.

“hilst the Z2-ge volue oo the Luxury sheet ins 1,20 & end its vrice 5 #y the =uall
sheet_was sold for 3 Iy duspite >f . £ ee vilue of suly 10 Centimes, o fiot vhich geve
rise to wuch criticism. Hevertheless 120,000 Luxury sheets and 160,000 small ifiai.ture
sheots were s5ld, The surtox in both ensgs s uscd £or the Swiss dotionsl Fuad fou
‘ Sgidlars, which =% thet time, during theitr r, fulfilled aa impord:nt soeicl wission.

. The Luxury sheot w's priatcd in fwr nonels, nwubercd Mol o Nou4, the numbers
peing hidden in the south-vest scroll o. the Horder;ecne th the #1918", Its postel’ ‘

" velidity = end enybody so inclined wes free te-cut out ene er seversl of the imperfo
raté stemps #nd use them on letters or pesterrds ot their frce value of 10 Centimes =

~-endéd .on. December 31,1943, but ithe whele issuc - 118,368 sheets =~ wrs seld out by
the end of January, most orders hrviny peme My subscription beferc the actual date of
release,which ‘wes Yebruary 26,1943, ., / S ‘

The 'small Ministure Sheet wrs printed in-prncls ef 20, each numbscrod en tho brck.

.. The panels wers cut into twonty p-rts beferc dclivor¥ to the Pest Office, wut v fov

_.cmplete onos are known to heve czecped te be scverod. , L

.- The CGeneve: "Doudle Gonf" ifinirture sheetis vera designed By ¢ lemese n~riist,

- Hoti@ Reber, .end prianted in helogrrphy By Courvoisier ot Le, Jheux de Jonds, on the whole
the petitern of the iurich iidnieture sheet vreg . dhered to..the scuare sheet nweasuring
9.9 inches on each side, geve a reproductlion of the-frmeus dunl stemp en grey-gresn
honey-combed paper, surrounded on thres sidee by the words 1109 (LRSS SUIGS POSLAG
STAMPS" in French, ‘ermen ~nd It-~lien.:A simple border =% the top shoved the figures
1843 #nd 1943 ond n posthorn. The -lehters GUPH just .underneath the staup pilcture,
denote "Geneve Exposition PHilatelicue". | . - : o ‘

... On +the back appered #n inscripbion expleining the purpose ol the issue and wder
the Cross of the Confederction the words "wOR THY SWISS RuD CROSSY! in Jrench,uerm:n aud
Itelian, and benezth it the Price (3 #). The printing was cgein mede in penels, esch. ..
of 20 Ministure sheets, numbered on the. back from: No.l to No.20. o

Whilst there sre no verieties of rny dfmportance of the Zurich sheets,at least -
two plete flews exist of the Geneve sheet., One is a long colour line reaching from
the postillion's liorn to the letter G in CLNTENARIO on the right, and crossing the "3"
in 1943; +the othér consists of a number of white spots in the north-west corner of th
the block. The first flaw appeats mostly on sheets No.l, the latter on sheets Nal8.
The Geneve sheet was sold from 17tk to 26th September 1948, and remained valid until
Mey 31,1944, Altogether 160,978 sheets, were issued, _ :

The third.Centenary sheet was devoted to the famous Bale Dove,which first eppeared
on July 1,1845, the postal suthorities of the Canton of Bale having been two years
behind those of Zurich =and Geneve, The Miniature sheet wes issued on April 14th,1945
to coincide with the Bale Stemp Jubilée Exhibition. The design was executed by
E,and.M.Lenz,of Zurich, end contrary to the Zurich end Geneve sheets, differed sube
stentielly from the orizinel stemp. Unfortunately, it was not en improvement, The

. paper used was cross-lined, messuring 2.8 by 2.5 inches for each sheet,snd decorated

with 1ittle grey~blue double rings showing the Swiss cross =nd the Basle staff. The
text between the double 1ifié running around the stemps read "PRO JUVLNIUTE" = and
"HUNDRED YEARS BALE DOVE" in Germen, Franch end Itelian., (Pleuse turn to: PAGE TWO)

PR
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FROM THE HON. SECRETARY (E.K.SPTRO, 111,Bushey Road ,London S.4. 20)
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I want to tender my sincere apologies to all Friends end Members for the
delays in replying to letters and the fdere liction of duty" to which I
have to plead guilty., I did not desire to trouble you with my personal
matters,bit I feel that an explanation is necessary, I have been in poor
health for several months,and spent a holiday in Malta and Egypt,from
which I returned at the end of January,Accumulated work resulted in new
delays,and I now feel compelled teo relinquish at least seme of my dutios
Having founded the then "Helvetia Ctamp Club' und "run" it,more er less
singlo-handed from 1947 until the setting up of our Commitsee and tho
transition into the Helvetia Philatelic Society, I accepted for a long
period more work that I was able te cope with, The +time has now come te
hand over various of the secretarial dutics te be’ter men,and I am
pleased that in future the work will te dene By some of my keen
friends on the Committee.  Th2 »a-ergenicetien will secure a mere
gfficient execution of thes» dubies in the inverest of our Members,
From now on the agenda of the Jeciety will we handled as follows:

- ALL FINANCIAL MATTERS (ina~uding Subseriptions, Deposits eto.) by
tho Hon.,Trcasurer, Mr.A,J ,HARDING, 31,3omerset Way, Iver, Bucks,
. MEMBERSHIP, MEENINGS, ALL INGTJIRIES AND CORRECEGNDENCE, by the
Hon.Orgenising Secretary, Mr.P, 3 TRATTCN, 63,Regeany gtreet,London, SV, 1
© EXCHANGE PACKET BRANCH, 'I am reteining this, and I shall continue to.
be in control of packets. All Advice Forms and Fayments for takings
from the Eschange Packets should be send o wme, ,H.STIR0, 111,Bushey Rd
Raynes Park, London, S,W.20. I shall alse continwe as Editor of the
Helvetia NGWS Letter,
I trust that Members will welceme this re~orvanisat10n and give all
their assxstance to the Committee, espenially By recruiting new members,
by taking part in the activities of eur Loeal Groups, and by helping to
improve the circulation of packe¥s by enterins as many books as possible
Please accept my sincere thenks for wvour 3adulgenoe and help! :
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LONDON GROWP | N.E.&LEEDS GROUP

Hon,Secretary:P,Stratton,60,Regency | Chalrman;L,Moore, "Arosa",Lawnswooi

i : ardens, Leeds,b,
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The next meeting of the Group will teke The "Bulletin" publ:.shed by the Group
place. on MARCH 13th (Tuesday) et 6,30 peme gives full reports of the monthly meetings
at the "SWAN", Cosmo Place;Southempton Row, | which heve been extremely successful in
WeCal {near Holbom-K:.ngsway Tube Stetion) the past, and are even for promising for
The subject will be "POSTMARKS", Arrange- the future, In January members sew &
ments heve been made for modern postmerks display ef National Fetes and iinisture

to be well represented, Members are recuest | Sheets,ond clso a fine ccllection of
ed to bring along any interesting meterisl Soldiers Stamps by Mr JHighsted of Brade

they may heve of the period 1850-1930,but ford, &t the February meeting Mr.Eastwood
‘particularly the early rosettes and gr:v.lls, of Halifex,presented "Pro Juvenmtute",

elsd all T.P.0,markings, - whioh displey wes combined with a number

The Group held en "exchange and bourse" of ertisticelly written u
, p peges,sent to
meeting in Februery, at which members had Leeds by Mr.P.Strattons

the opportunity to "swep, sell and buy . On Meroh 17th, members in the North East
duplicates, They also had the pleasure 0 will see the f’:i..ne collection of Imperfs

welcome: et that meeting, Mr.Tom Morgan,the Sid " "

. itting Helvetia ("Strubelis") and the .
Egiﬁgﬁ 2§1§’ﬁ°m;§{3;,%g*:nlid";";gg;iggQlegggr' 1862-84 issues, displayed by their Group
of Switzerland. chairmen, Mr.Moore, Members are invited

to bring along any stamps or covers of
The Group Committee hopes that all et these issues for show,or for identification,
bers in the Gréater London ares will make Members are reminded 'tha't on April 14th
2 p:int of ettending regulerly the monthly the Group will present a f£ilm show,which
meetings - : L : LG
uunmmmll‘mlnmnlnmnqmlummmnnmmmnuummmmn will include films on Stamp prOduction by

the Swiss PTT, along with Swiss travel -
The_ next issue of the HELVETIA f£ilms of the ;.lpine post in valais.

NEWS LETTER will bYe- publlShed on _ A1l members in 'bhe aree should meke every
April 15th, It will not be sent offort to ettond this west interesting
to members whose Subscription is show ﬂ
Sin arrears, . nun 'Tn TRTRIRIRI R NI RTRR L n INISTRIR I RIRIRINIRI R AL R
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LUNABA' STAMP EXRIBITION

The Swiss National Stemp Exhibition "LUNABAM will teke place at Lucerne from
the 29th September to the Tth of Ogtober 1951, It promises to be one of the most
mteresting rhilstelic events et a time when almost every Europesan country is holding
" r preparing a stemp exhibition. Indeed, it will be of greater interest to the
Golleotors of Switzerland than sny other exhibition, because the emphasis will be on
Swiss issues and all the famous gems will Le on shows In this regard in mey put the
"IMABA" of 1948 (which & number of aur members attended) into the shadow, as the
latter was an internetional exhibition end the orgenisers decided to give foreigners
and foreign collections perliy and even priorfity.

The "WLUNABA", being = netionzl show, will be primerily an exhibition of Swiss
meteriel and the PcToTe and the Swiss Postal Museum will be represented in strength,
a8 will be &8ll the wellwknown Swiss collectors.

The composition of the Jury hes been just ammounced, It will consist of Messrs,
Jesef Buehler (Zurich), Ad.Glaettli (Zurich), Professor Dr.E.Hendschin (Basel),
Oscar Stahel -~ the well=known expert on airmeils, Dr.Georges Fulpius (Geneva) and two
forelgn philetellsts, Dr.Alberto Diena (Rome) and Emil Dub (Germeny).

Unfortunately, the cholce of the date will prevent most members to visit Lucerne,
besause the holiday seasen will be over when the "Lunaba" opens its doors. However,
we shall keep members informed about the exhibition, and we hope to be able t3 distirie
bute publiocetions and elso the propegende meterial ‘and lsbels issued by the orgenisers,
A full report about the Exhibition will be published in the October issue of the

 WHELVETIA NEWS LETTERY,

Whilst it appeers that it might hav‘e impossible to finange the "LUNABA" without
bhe assistance from the PeTeTey the amnouncement thet e Miniature Sheot will be issued
by the Swiss postal authorities on this oosasion, will be received with mixed feelings,
No official emnouncement has reached us at the momert these lines are written, but our
Swise correspondents report unanimously that the sheet will be sold to bearers of
admission tickets during the exhibltion week only et the"Lumeba', snd that the prico
of the Minieture Sheet wlll be...sthrec Swiss fxancs. gyory

The postal use of the sheet is, as in the case of Mniature Sheet extremely
doubtful, Nobody will deny it that it 1s being issued for stamp collectors only, and
this practice wf postal authorlities is extremely dulious. We are told that the face
value of the stemps incorporated into the sheet will not exceed 40 Centimes,although
it will be s0ld at 8 Frangs. This is oven more regwotteble besause the P,T,T. made
some time ago a soleun promise 4o refrain in future from issuing sbamps with surtax,
the only exceptions to be the traditionel two ennuzl sets of Pro Juventute and Na:bional
Fote = heartily welcomed every yeer by all collectors,
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LAST REMINDER 11 A-few Members are still in arrears with their

Subscrip‘bion for 1921 They are requested to remit without delay, -

otherwise their M ership would lapse +this month,
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TELECOMMUN/ICATION SET IN /952

As reported in the February/March issue of the "Helvetis News Letter", a set commemom
rating the centenery of the Swiss telegreph service will be issued in February, 1l952.
It will consist of four stampe, for which the designs by M.Pierre Gauchet,of Zurich,
have been accepted by the P,T,T, The first of the four values will depict a telegraph
transmitter, the other three e telephone, & radio epperatus and a television set.
Although Switzeflend hes no T.V.service yet, its introduction is expected next year.

There will be no surtax for this set,and the four stemps will be used for normal
vostal requlrementmas in the oase of the Rellway Centenary set in 1947,
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS.

By G. Re HY ND (Dundee) (Continued)

The canton 1s enclosed by that of St.Gall,and the bear in its coat of arms is that
of the Abbey of Sdint Gall which passed into the shield of Appenzell, When the provinee
wes divided, the two semiwcantons kept the common arms, but Ausser=Rhoden ~ called in
the Swiss dialect UssefwRhoden - added the letters"V" and "R", the V belng used for U in
the Latin menner. The higher regions of the senton form excellent pasturages for cattle,
herice the cow bells seen in the border of the stempr,

The 1045 G stemp depicts the coat of erms of Solothurn (Soleure),a German-spesking
canton in North West Switzerlend, The redewhite colours ere a reminder of the Austrian
rule and were given to the canton by the Austrien Duke Leopold in 1318, The suell
baxmers in the freme are those of Saint Ursus, the petron saint o whom the Catholie
Qaihedral of Solothurn is dedicated.The bamner, which according to legend was born by
Nicolas von Flue, is preserved in the cathedral and carried in proecession every year
on Good Fridaey, The mitre, also incorporated in the freme is that of the bishops of
Bele, who at times resided in Solothurnh, ' ‘

The imposing ram,which adorns the 20#5 C of the 1924 Pro Juventite stamps is that
of the coat of arms of Schaffhauseit, It is a "telling" shield, indicating the name
of the cambon » Sthof means rem, and hausen (haus),a house or dwelling, in German,The
ermg . gppeared first in e seal of the town in 1253, Although today Scheffhauses is an
importent industrial centre, the rurel parts of the centon have fine vineyards, henoe
the bunches of grapes in the border surrounding the shileld,

 Once more the top velue,of 30410 C in this set, commemorates e femous battle.
The erms of the Confederstion are flanked by e Swiss soldier and s Burgundien, represens
ting Charles the Bold of Burgundy, who after his conquest of Lorrsine decided +» subdue
tho Swiss, When the Swiss heard of his plan, they sent emissaries to the Duke,who told
hime "There is more gold esnd silver in your horses' bridles than in the whole of our
smell and poor country,” But the Duke would not be diverted from his purpose,4t the head
of 40,000 men from meny lends, with sn army splendidly equipped, with the finest
ertillery of the period, and cerrying arms and munition and vittels for 100,000 fighters,
he inveded the Jura and merched on Yverdon, which he took by siege, The garrison of the
town retreated to Granson, but after a desperate fight finally capitulated.

The Duke's mercenaries did not show mercy. Of the 200 men,who were teken meny were hanged
end the rest drowned in the Lake of Neuchatel, This baxbawity roused the wrath ef the
Odiss people, Thousands of men came from the mounteins and valleys to fight against the .

invaeders, A Bernese Magistmate, Nicolas von Scharnachtel, took the commend, At a

Cn a plefin near Grandson they met the Burgundians, The two encient trumpets "The Bull

of Uri" and the "Cow of Unterwalden". (said 1o be given to the Swise by Pepin the Great

and Cherlemagne) were sounded, and the Confederate army attacked. The Burgundisns were

routed in spite of their superlor arms end numbers., Duke Charles fled with only five

krights, leaving his treasure chest on the battle field. The booty was enormous, but the
.gimple Swiss did not know the velue of the captured treasures. Many of the Jewels th

the Duke had to leave behind omiginated from loot made during crusedes. One large -

‘dienond which once decorated the orown of the Grand Mogul, was thrown sway by a Swlss
&8 a valueless piece of glass, and was found much later on the battle=~fields Some of the

diemonds, rubies and emeralds eventuslly found their wey into the crowns and regalia of

varicus European kingdoms, But the Swiss gained wheat was to them the greatest treasure
of all « their freedom, o

In 1925 the Pro Juventute set depicted once sgein the arms of three cantons, the
top value commemorating enother cempeign, The 545 C.shows the coat of arms of St.Gall.
a bundles of fasces on a green background, It is a "nodemn" shield, dating from 1803,
leening on the Romen emblems, which became populer during the French Revolution and
Nepoleon's Empires The eight rods of the lictor's bundle, represent the ei§Pt distn ots
of the centon, But the neme of the city and canton of 5t,Gallen goes back %o the
dewn of history, St.Gall, e monk and pupil of Saint Columbs came to Switzerland from
Ireland, and decided 4o build an abbey "in e wildemess roamed by wild beast, beaps,
boars and wolves without number", He build the church in 614 end , this was the origin of
the ebbey of St,Gell, around which the town is built. Towday it is a fine town of over
65,000 inhabitents, an importent industriel end agricultuzalfo:gfre; andaiimgus for the

i v ‘ he lace in the frame o o stamp alludese
Swiss embroldery indgstry, to whioh the 1a ‘ (To be continued next month)
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PRO_JUVENTUTE 195§ VARIETIES, This set yields nothing of great interest to the
flaw snd verlety murter. Our correspondents say thet only four minor flaws have been
detected: 10 O, o white line in +he upper part of the 18£% wing of the butterfly;
(A 111,12th stemp); two white points in the left top bunch of grapes (A '111,16th stemp)
Co line in the. lower ﬁarﬁ of the O in 10 (A1ll,3»d stemp); border line of the top
right hend leave,sbove the butterfly, interrupted,(A 111, 22nd stemp). - :
NEW PROPAGANDA POSTMARKS, to be used permenently are CRANSwsur-Sierre "Soleil=Sporise

Golf"s WEISSENSTEIN "Blick in dle Sohwelz'p an&'FRIBOURG, "Ville dfart QﬁVd‘etude".

—
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Stancling Felvets
. By KARL HOFFMANN (Bagel) e

We have to distinguish two Controlmerks and one Watemmark in thiu isuue, Beginueru
are sometimes confuved about the difference between the two deseriptions end.it mey be
of dome interest to deucribe the two methodu, by which Swisu utempsu were usefeguarded
from forgers. o 4 .

The Controlmark (German "KontrolleZeichen) was done by embossing on the sheets
ready to go into the printing press, The embosding was often light, end the Controlmark
is therefore sometimes only faint, at times herdly to be seen et 611, ’ '

The Watermark = which appeers for the first time in 1905 on Swise stamps ~ was
mede in the usuel menner, namely during the menufasture of the paper by allowing the
pulp to form itself into paper on e wire oloth on which the wetermark design is sewnm,
As the Controlmarks and the Watermark of this issue have entirely different designs,there
is no diffioulty in separeting the 1862/1904 issues from those of 1905/1907, But the
troubls of distinguishing 'the two Controlmerks of the earlier issues is a very real one,
They look almost alike and even experienced specieslists have difficulty to keepurthem
apert, especially when the embossing is feint. However, the following description ey
help a little. ' : ' .

The Controlmerk is a Swiss Cross in an ovel frame formed by two parallel lines,
From 1862v to 1893 the Comtrolmark is stouter in appearance, the distence between the
two oval lines is wider, the arms of the cross shorter. The change was caused by a

resolution of the Swiss Parliament to have the Swiss soat of arms )
redravm to meke it heraldically correct, This alteration consisted in
making thé arms of the cross by one sixth longer then their width,
&t the seme time it wes decided to meke the oval lines run closer to=
gother, Whilst the distance between the two oval lines was originelly
048 millimeters, it was reduced in the new design by nearly half --«;e
0445 millimetergs, The second Controlmark appears therefore more sleuder,
S " the oross is "thinner", the two oval lines very clese, ~
Cowbrolmk,L The simplest way to observe the difference is to remember that in the
e ' first instance the amms of the cross are wider then their lenght, In the

Pago 3

o second Controlmark they are longer then thelr- ridth.

'The first stemps with the second Controlmark appeared in 1893.In
many ceses the postmerk (in the case of used stemps) will be of good
assistence, All stamps bearing postmarks prior to 1893 can have only
the first "thick" Controlmerk, Moreover there sre only seven stamps
of this issue which have the two different Controlmarks,as indicated

in the taeble published in the March issue of the "Helvetie News Letw
ter", namely: - S ' ( )
& 20 O, orangey 25 C.green, 30 C.brown, 40 C.(TYPE I), 50CC. blue,
- waq 1 F. 1ilas, 8 11 perforated 113 by 11 onlys Of the 3 Fe Cowtroluke II
# wrown  only those perforeted 11¥ exist with both CGomtrolmarks,but
_ the one with the second controlmark is so rare that the ‘chence of mixing it up with
%ﬁ the one of 1891 (Zumstein N.72A) is & willion to one, This stamp is catalogued by
% Zumstein =t 650.~ for the used copyl L E ‘
The Watomark ("large cross") is, as a rule, easily recognised. Where there is difficult
to see it, the stamp should be placed on a black surface (a tile or a dark piede of
oardboards end .a drop or two of benzine or methylated spirit put at the back of it.The
watermark will be then easily seen, o s S

We have now arrived at the third stage of our sorting effort.
We heve separated the two types of the 25 C.,blue and the 40 Cl.grey
agcording to the different plates, and have formed smell plles of '~
the various values according to the different Controlmarks end
Wetermarks, The next step will be to escertain the many perfora = T ‘
tionse The perforation geuge will, of course, be our main tool - Wertexmark
for doing so, but there is & little "know how" here,which will make our job a bit
easier. I shall {ell you sbout this in the next instalment of this article series.

(NOTE: The drewings of the Controlmarks sre not exactly to scale. The measurements
awe slightly exaggerated because the rather crude duplicating process of the "News
Letter" does not permit drawing with exact precision,) (To be continued)
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LANDSCAPES ESSAYS ON SHOW, The Postel Museum in Berne has at present a special show
of the original designs end essays of the current "Lendscapes emnd Tech nig" series,
It cen be seen from the exhibits that for at least two values, different designs wero
originally considewed, For the 35 C.(which shows the motoring roed of Waellls) the first
design was of scenery near lugeno, whilst the original desigh for the 70 C, was of
the aerodrome of Kloten, which is thought by meny who have seen it, more attractive
than the "triengulation point"” picture which was adopted.
INTERNATIONAL, MOTOR SHOW POSTMARK, On the ocecasion of the"Int.Automebile Salon" atb
Geneve, which took place from March 8 to March 18, a special "illustrated" postmark
wes in use.at the special post offlice operating et the exhibitione
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COURVOISIER PRINTINGS.
(Excerpt from "Review of Trade,Industry & Culture",Basel)

On looking over a collection dating from the eppeersnce of the firet postage stamps
up to the present dey, one cen follow the development of artistic teste and the greet
progress in the methods of printing.The technical processes were perheps primitive et
firet, but they were not without charm, Then, with technical improvements, the postage
stamp hes atteined e high level of artlstic merit. S

The Swles ertists who have.put their ‘art to the problems of stemp designing are many.
Let us neme enly fow of them who have soquired recognitions: Kerl Bickel, Courvoisier,
Flecher, liner, L‘'Eplattenler, Patocchi, Reber, Surbeck, Yersin, Zaugg, Backed by the
skill of the printer and By the advice of the PIT, they have oreated many excellent
designs, Whether engraved sn stesl in order to obtain the copper plate effeat,or printe
ed in heliogravure, the artistic beauty of the Swiss stamps is aoknowlddged the world
overe There are two processes and sometimes even three used for the flawless reprodustion
of Swiss stemps. The recess method is a speciality of the PeTeTyprinting works, which
heve supplidd meny stamps of graphic perfection, : S
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The other method of production hes been greetly developed sinoe 1932, when the firet
set of stemps in heliogravure by Oourvoisier was issued, It was the Pro Juventute set

of 1983, the first depicting the national costumes,

The "girla'" pictures were halled

as perfect, 1t wés satd thel the advantages of heliogravure = no hard lines, great
clearhess and remerkeble delicasy of hue = show up to thelr full value, And yet this
was oniy the "debuit" of an art which has since grown meture. The Courvoisler works have
since produced stemps which heve greetly surpessed the perfeotion of this first seriesa
Helicgravure ls & very young method of printing, end meny collectors mey like to L
how it eetually workss It is not possible fo -desoribe all the complicated steges of the
production in a short article, but the following brief outline may give an idea of whet

heliogravure,as executed by Courvoisier,means,

- Once the artist produced his design, the photogrepher tekes over, The design is ree

duced to the agtual size of the stemp, and when

the ploture ig developed,the different

.aeid beths are so geuged as 4o get a plate end reproduction of clearecut intensity.

It is now the turn of the retoucher, who examlnes the resulis through powerful megnlfyw
ing glasses, The reproduction is then reproduced on diepositive plates for sheets of

25 or 50 stamps, The diapositives are then "set" and finelly reproduced uander the powore
ful ection of acids on the pure copper ¢ylinders., Whilst compliceted mechines are used,
the prooess requires highly skilled hendiwork too, Craftamen exeoute the etohlng on tue
coppsr .cylinders, which are prepared for the rotary printing. The rotary machines can
produes multicolour pinting in e single eotione The impressions are run off under the

vigilant eye of the xprinters, esnd finelly the
whloh also numbers +the sheets and applies the ¢
Postal inspeoters watch every stage of the

sheets go into the perforation mechinre,
ontrol marksx on the margin cornerge
process (They sount and re=count all the

sheets, and ewen gather every 1ittle sorep of paper and weste, so thet no one can use

the spealal security peperfor any fraudulent purpose,

The Courvolsier works have beep.

producing net only stemps for Switzerlend énd liechtensteln but also for meny foreigr
countries, including Turkey, Polend, Portugal, Belglum, Luxembourg etce, and all these
stemps beayr the sign of perfection, for which this firm hes become world famous,
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'L, ® N D 0 N GROUP -
Hon,Secretarys P,STRATTON,60,Rogoncy StayS
ce'dtonnoo¢cﬁ-ceoaotoa,ootﬁol.upeoot...ﬂo."l'
The Group held & meeting on April 10th,when
a combined display of "Pro Juventute" issues
wes given., Emphesis was on the presentation,
and several members bropght pages from thelr
colleotions, which were models of artistic
writingeup. Some, including those shown by
MgRoLoMayston, Mrs.Rewnsley and the Group
Seoretary woere illustrated with excellent
dreawings in colour and alluded to heraldis
end historic assoclations of the Juventute -
designs, : ' : '
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 EXCHANGE PACKET BRAN CH.,
Members are urgently requested to enter more
booklets for Exchange Packets,espesielly .
before the holiday season. Mr«EsHe S pi ro
(111,Bushey Roed, Reynes Park,Londen 85.W20)
to whom beoklets should be sent, is trying -
to maintaixn packet cireulation throughout
the summer months, end ag we have now meny

beginners-members, even oddinary material:.
wl11 hawa oand anlan.

ol

 N,E,& LEEDS GROUP

Dheirman: L.Moore, "Arosa',Lewnswood
Gardens, Headingley, LEEDS,6
0.C‘Q..Q'...Q...Q.....GI‘GQ’QO..._0‘0..
A% the April meeting members enjoyed .
the interevsting f£ilmeshow, orgenised by
ithe Group chairmen, who in addition to

iP,ToTestamp filus, also soreened some of

this own Swiss travel films. The April
§meeting concluded the 19504l season, but
%nembers are already looking forward to

the first meeting in the autwmn, when &
good start for an even more successful
season then the one just ended,will be
made, The Group is going strong and the
commttee is already prépering interesting
‘diepleys and telks for 1951/52. Members

{are requested o do,some recruiting

{during the coming months, so thet as meny
iswitzerland colledtors as possible join
the Group in The embunge -

CiessssdiiiseteiessstsassisingasIsiesasy
% The next issue ef the "NEWS LETTER" will

be published et the end of May.
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NATIONAL FETE 1951.

ZURICH'!'S PROUD . EPTC

The "Summer Charity Series', this year's National Fete set, to be issued on June 1,
will egein comprise five values, Whilst four of them continue ~and conclude = the
1ittle gallery of pictures of Swiss sports and gemes, the lowest value, 5p5 Centimes,
1s dedicated o the celebration of Zurich's admwission iuto the Swiss Confederation
_6U0 yeers ago. It shows the arms of the oity, supported by two lions, with the shiild -

" the Confederailon in the centre, under the imseription “ZURICH 1351", The stam
was designed by Peul Boesch,Berne, and engraved by Albert Yersin, of Bougy~Villars,
end printed in a combined rotery heliogravurs and line engraving process by the P.TeTs
Printing Works at Berne, on white, smoéthly gummed paper, from four cylinder shewstg,
bearing the control numbers 1 to 4, There are 25 stamps to each sheet,which bears on
the margins inseriptions referiing to validity end the sale~price, A

Before describing the: other four values, it may be as well to recall Zurieh's proud
history belfore and during the 6C0 years of the cilty's adherence to the Confederation,
Zurich is the living epitome of Helvetic history and Swiss culture. As far back as the
third mhllennium BoCogaltber the glaciers had reireated to the Alpine massif, pile =
Gwelllngs arose in the inlets of the leke, where fish were abundant,and where the
firet inhabitemts lived above the water throughout the Stome and Bronze Ages, until
sbout 800 B4C, Then the land settlements of the Early Iron Age sprang up,of which
evidence still remains in the large grave mounds arownd the city. From the 5th century
oxwarés, Celtic tribes lived thems, were leter jJoined by the Helvetieans, About 58 BoC.
they ceme under Roman rule, The Romens built a citadel on the Lindenhof Hill,where
vemains of the tower have been excaveted. In 450 A,D, the district was conquered by
the Rlemanni,who defeated the Romens. The Zurioh Gen came under East Gothic,and later
mde¥® Fmnkish supremacy.In the ¢th century Charlemagne founded the Groasmuens:ber,

" ich still is one of the most importent Romenesque edifices, In 853,King Ludwig the -
Germen, founded the Fraumuenster Aibbey,to~day enother of Zurloh's great lendmarks.
Since 1218,when Zurich became e Free City, directly subject to the German Emperor,

8 fine town arose round the two great churches.When Zurich joined the Confederation in
1351, es ite fifth member (it consisted of  Schwyz,Urlj,Underwalden and Lucerne?', +the
oity soon became the esteemed and progressive bulwark of the "Rldgenossenschaft",and
remeined so until the present dey. Today it is not only Switzerlan@'s,largegt city,
her great ccmmercial ocembre end  oultural capitel, but one of the finest cities in
Earopos o ] S

‘I‘hg~ ;ﬁher four values, are as followst 10410 C, green,grey end rod, depiots two
pailrs dencing the Velaisan polke, & populer folk dance of Western Switzerlends ;

20410 C brown,grey end red, shows flag wavers, whfz.oh is a famous Swiss game,requi-zt;hng
both great skill and physical strengths 30&10 C nole-b,g::ey end red, Wh:i,oh showgs e
“Hornussen! sport, as populer es cricket in England (it is pleyed by a ‘b?wler",wi;o
has a rod with a projected plege of wood, and "batsmen" armefi with broed "bate",;who
4+ry to snatch the wvooden "ballYs The "snatching" is made with great force end the
sound of the whirling rod reminds of the buzzing of e hornet swarm « hornussen means
in Pagt, "nornetting"). The top value of 40#10 O, blue,grey and red, bringg a ploture
of a shepherd blowing the famous Alphorngwhich is more than 6Lt long, turped from a

@ tree trunk, end needs some hendlinga ~ o ‘
lai‘:%l these valu"es are designed by Hens Flscher of Feldmeilen and printed in ro:iazg
heliogravure by Courvoisier,of La Chaux~de-Fondsson white,lightly coated papeg

en admixture of fibres, Printed in sheets of 25 stamps from fournshget-cyliﬁ erath
nurbered & to D, they bear on the mergins the inacriptign "FPederal Fote 195?5h in the
three official languages. The revenue from the surtex sfn.ll go this year to : eand o
Union of Swiss Women Asscciations, the Swiss Women Society for Public Utility e d th
‘Swise Cetholic League of Women « the three organiaa'tiom? to ‘receive 90 per oega, ’
to the Swiss Society for Intellectuel Soiences, which will receive 101§er£§gﬁs.

A charming series, which will once egain enhance the beauty of our colleo .
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS

On the 1045 C, value of the 1925 Pro Juventute set, there is the coat of arms of the
semi~centon of Appenzell Ausserrhoden, which does not differ in design from that of
Trnerrhoden (on the 545 C stamp of the 1924 set) but for the letbers "V.R." (indicating
Usser-Rhoden, Usser being Aussen (Outer) in the Swiss dielect, the U insoribed in the
heraldic end Letin menner as a V. In the March and April issues,we geve the historle
background of the two semi~cantons, and all what remains to be mentioned is the lace
design in the frame, indiocating the importent embroildery industry in Ausserrhodens

The canton of Grisons (Grsubuenden), to which the 2045 Cestamp of this set is dedi=~
cated, is the largesi is Switzerlend, end the most easterly, bordering on Ausiria and
Itelye. I'ts small, picturesque capltal town of Colre (the Roman "Curia Rhaeetorum) was
already in 452 A,D, the seat of a bishops At the beglnning of the 15th century the area
wes ruled by three "Leegues" based on religlous alllances, the Cadde League (from Casa
Del, the House of God) the "Superlor League", also called thé "Grise" (Grey) because its
adherents wore a grey scarf, and the Leegue of the Ten Commandments. After many quassls
the three leagues united and the country took the name of Grisoms (from the Grise leaguc)
and was later called the Grau-Buenden, the Grey Federatliony which was founded in 1471,
Before the end of the 15th century th@ esscciated with the Swiss Confederation, fouplrh
along with the men of Schwyz, Url and Underwalden against the Swousbes (who inhsbited
Wurttemborg) but were independent until Grisons became & Swiss canton in 1798,

The coat of arms, perhaps the most beautiful of all Swiss arms, depicts the emblems of
of the three leaguess the Wild Gost of the Cadée League, the grey~black bammer of tt
Grise League and the Cross of the Ten Commandments League, The meple leaves which bo.uer
the shleld on the stemp are a reminder of the maple trees planted at Truns to commemoe
rate the unlon, Some of Switzerland's most femous resorts, including Devos, St,Moritz

in the Engedin, Schuls, Tarrasp end Klosters are situated in this canton.

~ The 30410 C value once again shows the Confederation shield, flanked by a Frengh
goldier and a Swlss mercenery., Towards the end of the 15th century many Swiss enrolled
o8 mercenaries into foreign armies, It was thus that Swisw troops fomght in the army
of the Duke of Milan against the French, They greatly contributed to the French defeat
in the battle of Novare, but efter the King of France wes victorious at Marignan, the
Confederation hed to put at his disposal a contingent of Swiss mercenaries ~numbering
from 6,000 %0 16,000 men per year, who thence served in the army of Francols I,

The 1526 Pro Juventute set was the last to show cantonel srms, although in 1928 and
1930 there was a heraldic come~back, when arms of towns and shires were depicteds
The 5#5 C value brings the coat of arms of Thurgeu, the canton ln North-East Switzerland,
The history of this province is closely linked with that of Southern Germany, end the
coet of arm is thet of the Counts of Kyburg, who possessed the area of the present
senton, Thurgew is & young member of the Confederation, which it Joined in 1803, Its
sapital town is Fraumenfeld. The pears seen in the border of the design indicate the — -
fertility of the meny fine orchards for which Thurgew 1s famous, -

The arms on the 1045 O, of this set bring once agein the crozier of the Bishop of
Basel, the stemp being dedicated to the canton BaseleLand (Béle=Country)s It is virtus
ally the seme coet of erms es that of Basel=Stadt (Bale~Town), but the crozier's winding
18 o the right, instead of to the laft, In the Ostober/November 1950 issue of the
"Helvetis News Letter", the historical developments,which led to the separatlon between
the' Town and the Coumtry of Basel, were described, when we dealt with the 1923 PeJe.80ts
The ribbome which flanked the coat of arms allude to the important textile industry,
espewially famous for ribbon fabries, which is situated around the city of Basels The
oapital town of the canton, Liesthal, e busy industrial centre, has the same arme as =
the canton, 1 B ' i
" On the 2045 Covalue is depicted the shleld of the Cemton of Aargau, which was oreated
only in 1798, from districts of the cantons of Zurich and Berney mednly for admini stras
tive reasons. Its chief town, Asreu, was at times the seat of the Swiss Central Goverte
mento, Near Asrau are the ruins of the castle of Hebsburg, the Swise family, which in
Rudolf von Habsburg gave Austria 1ts great ruler. Rudolf, who later became Germen
Fwperor, founded the Austrien dynesty, which ruled the Austro-Hungarisn Empire until ‘
1918, The arms shown on the stemp are of modern creation. Theywere designed by order of the
canton's government in 1803, The three rivers on the left symbolise the rivers of Aar,
Reuss and limmat. The three staras on the right, the three districts of Frei=mb, County
Baden and the Frick Velleyes The shield is bordered with plotures of beet=root, indlces -
ting the mein sgricultural produce of the ares, where there is also important suger
industry. . o

Thergop-Value of 30410 C shows the famous ILion of Lucerne (designed by Thorwaldsen
and soulptured by ILucas Ahorn), beneath the Swiss Cross. The monument commemorates the
bravery of the Swiss Guards, who ‘lefended the French Royel Femily at the Tulleries in
Paris on August 10, 1793, during the French Revolution. 786 of them died at thelr post,
and 366 were massecred on the 2nd and 3rd of September 1792.The monument at Lucerns is
about 30£%t long and 20f% high,sand bears the insoription "Helvetiorum Fidel et Virtuti".
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Starndinrng Fleleldio.
» | By KARL HOFFMANN (BASEL) (Continued)

To mersure the perforations, we need a really first class gauge, which is not poorly
printed; tut gives clearly the quarter differences, This is important, because it is
quite easy to wix up tho 11} by 1l end the 11% perferations, If pou have several hundred
duplicates t» classify, there is a simple method to avolid too mush work by measuring
evary stamp with tho gaugs. ,

Soloot throe stomps of the three main perforations. They may be of poor quaiilty e
hirned or heavily pestmerked, but their perforation must be perfect. Stick them, face
ovnward on w pleso of black pepor or board, and mork them ~ as indlceated on the
Anstrotlen,  ALL you heve t¢ do now, is to put your stemps to be classified close

T o, the "pilot" stamps, so thet the "teeth" touch each other,

If yeur stemp ig a 113~ perf, it will be sufficient te do it
oncs, 1f it is ore of the other perforations, you will have
to check both the horizontal and vertical "tveeth",
After some preactice you will f£find that you can distinguish
tho main perforations even withoutv measuring, bult a check

ie recommended, as our oyes ere not as reliajle
a8 wo somotimes believe. ' -
“Le 93 perferciticn contrasts clearly with all others

it will be essy to detsaet it without much measuring,

I heove prepered a Ilttle 'working schedule", which some ef
you mey ~ind to be helpful. It gives in the form of =
"quiz" the various phasges by vhish you can srrive to the
finel classifigation of oll the stamps of +° Standing
Helvetia issues. :

The rbireviations eres OM « Control Mark, WMK - Wetermsark
nad T = Type,

2D 3. cronge,
1) Is it Controlmark er Watermerk?
23 If OM, mecsure porforctioms . 1k
3) Vhether OM I er OM II, woteh jzostmer.: dat
buh if WK 2) Is it white paper or ronite pe
1v8)  Mec.sura perforction,

o

ey .0 Ll Lo -

&

u

55 G, gryen s 1) Moruwre perferstions if 113 by 11 2) find ow. wacther O or II.
5. 24 klue, TJI, L) Is it @ er VI If OM 2) Measure perforetion

25 0. blue. T.IZ.1) Is it white peper or grenite peper? 2) Measure periore .

3¢ 7 brum : 1) Is 1% OM or WMKT If CON,2) Measure perforction, and if 1lj.,.l,then

8} fipd ‘eut vwhsiner SM I er II, but if VMK, 2) find out whether white
o CoTeuer ar grontte poper, If grenite peper 3 Meesure perforstion,

o : : ' {ro be continued) o
unauuininran s unnn TR AT R LRI AR RN NI RN RS IN PRI R ISR AR HUH”HHN" Illllll?il” AR RARINIRRILE x’r,‘:(if‘h[:'lnnuun "
< | | | CTONDOW GRCUP MuBRTING O Yy oad 7 AN

{5”";? o -?.»:.' m ? =y _':*é‘n . : 3 FiNh
Lon't miss 1L 1,:‘ TURSLAY, 6.30 Dem. e 23 8 27 /A
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1989 E){\BHI%BWi@ N VARIETIES
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The Cwise Nrdien-l Brhibiticn of 1939 was commomorited by two stemp series., Of the
second issue (C3.894/67,7ur.228-%39) there were four volues, 5,10,20 and 30 Qa?‘each )
printed in the three lengurgee, Jermon, French ond Itelien, In esch volue, ot the right
bottom corner; rrverrod the n-mo of the dusignor, V.SurbeX. On the 10 G veclue only was
printed the n-me of the wrinters - Courvoisier S.A. A

There ivere two distinet printirgs of these stemps, one in sheets, end the cther for
strips used for slot mrchine rolls. Two different papers were used, the uvsur. smooth
pepsr exd the Yribted". _ o ,

The sheet printings were cuite normel ond comprised ell four values, bu. the roll
printings were of the vrlues §,1C and 20 C only. The stamps for the automatic machines
appecred throughout the rolls elternstely in the three languagoes, so that it Is

voesible 40 obteln strips of these stomps with the three langueges se-~tenant, namely
French~Italisn-Germen, Itolisn-Germen-French,or Germen~French-Itelian,in that order,
rnd meking nine different stxlps. Cbvlously there ere elso bl-lingual pairs,;cgeain in
nine ccmbinctions, § : : .

A11 four values of the sheet printings cnd oll three volues of the roll printings
aro found on smooth prper, but the ribbed paper wes not used for the 30 C, nor for the
1C C. in the Gemmn lrnguage, but for cll others.

To distinguish single strums  of the “wo printings, one hes to observe the follew=
ing cheorccteristicas | L. -

¢ 5 Gemtimes: From CHMETS, French or Germea text~ VeSURBLK is 4% willimeter lOﬂ%i .
From ROLLS, French or Germen text = V,SURBEK is & millimeter long;(PTC)
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Ttelien textj frum SHEETS and ROTLS: The len ' ; 6 i
: ) gth of the designer's nem h
but the‘letterlng itself is lar g e r in the SHEET prin%ing. ° 1o the sames
1O.Cent1mes: 411 three languages from SHEETS: +the & of Courvoisier S.A, onds
| sllghtly to the'lef§ of the point immedimtely belov the V of HELVETIA, The designer's
.gize, VéSUﬁingzi 4%?m2§ong.,t&ll three lengueges from ROLLS: The & of Courvois]er
o onads slightly %o the wight of the point below the V in HE i :
ity ki P e V in HELVETIA, The designer's
20 Centimes: German texts There sre no apparent differences between the
: ; e two printings
Fre§ch end Italien text from SHEETS: V,Surbek is 4% mm long.The V of "V.SURSEK“ Hges
begins to the 1?ft of the point immediately underneasth the beginning of the 2 in 20,
Fre?oh and Itelien text from ROLLS: V.Surbek is 4 mm long, The V of “V.SURBEK" and
the'2:0f 20 begin at the ssme point, one above the others

- - o
Lad uNNhnmnnnﬂnnnhnwu"annwnﬂnnunnuu-—n-muhnﬂ

ANNUAYL, GENERAL, MEETING, The Committee resolved thet the A.GeM.is to be held in
September, The dabte and place will be announced in the August issue of the Helvetia
News Letter, The A.G.M.will elsct the new officers of the Society, and nominations
must be received by the Hon.Secretary a fortnight et least before the A.G.M,. (Rule 12)
Members desirous of moving e resolution at the A,GM. must give notice in writing to
the hon,Secretary not less then 3 wooks before the LoG4Me (Rule 25).

Nominetions of officers and motions can be sen® from now on,andX%ga@h the hon.Secretary
not later then by the end of August, A list of nominetions will be published in the
News Letter sbout fourteen deys prior to the A.G.,
LDDRESSES OF OFFICERS. Mainly for the benefit of new members we repeat the addresses
- as followse: A1l finsnciel mattors, subscriptions, deposits eto: Hon.Treasurery Mre
&,J JHARDING, 31,Scmerset Way, Iver, Bucks, Membership maetters, inquiries etc. to
tho Hon.Orgenising Secretary, Mr.P. STRATTON, 60,Regency Streel,. Londomy SeWel;
News Letter, Exchenge Packet, Experts Committee, to the Hon.Sedre-bar’y9 Mr.E.H,SPIRO,

111,Bushoy Road, Raynes Park, S,W,20 (to whom also nominations and resolutions for
the A.G.M, should be sent,)

L 0N D O N GROUP  Hon.Group Sec, P.Stratton,i0;Regeicy 5toySeWel
l: LR L R R R R R R R R Ly R R R R Ry R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R LR LR R R N R R R IR R SN R Rt RN L AL R F A A R TR AR R RSN R LRI R AN R ]}
! The lest meeting of the present season will be held on Tuesday, Meay R¢1de, &b
! 64,30 peme ot the "Swen", Cosmo Place, Southampton Row, WeC.l (& short wel.cing
? distence from the Holbormw~Kingswey Tubej Therse will be an interesting display of
¢ "MODERN SWISS VARIETIESY Members are invited to bring along their owi specimen of
b varietlies, plate flews eto. from sbout 1862 onwerd, even if the emphasis will be
% on the modern issues, The CGroup committee hope that members will attend this meetw
4 ing in strongth, so that we have e successful get~together until meeting ccilvities
. aye resumed again in September, Many of your queries regarding varieties may be

t settlod to your satisfaction at this meetinge
AT M LR ST I S T S SR N N AN I gt e e Attty lHlH»It MR LLN AL R REE At R R TR RERTEERTRIA AR R IR R

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS ~

SEVERAL ATRMAIL VAIUES “SOLD OUT", The PoT.T, snnounces that the 30, /0 (cclour
changes of 1948) and 50 C, Airmeil stamps have been entirely sold ouw . Anut e value
which hes been prectically sold out by ell post offices is the 70 C. :nd i noks

g8 if the whole airmail set would-disappear . shortlye

TH5 1948 LANDSCAPES COLOUR CHANGES, 5,10,20,25,30 and 40 G, ere still aveilabls at
+he philetelic counter in Berne, but our correspondents say thet stocks are nearing
exhaustion., The smell Landscapes are not aveileble at the post offices in the towns,
sithough one can encounter some of the values at times in smaller places.

¥I.Y BY B.E,A, TO LUNABA, British Europeen Airways are sending out nics fol ooy
inviitor> phitetelists who are going to visit the WLUNABA" stemp exhibiiion . Lucerne
frow . .tember 29 to October 7, to meke use of the speclel reduced nig:d L B
A returs ticket TondonwZurich costs £22, which compares favourable wivi TeL. fares.
From Zurich to Lucerne there is only a short trip by electric train or motow soach,
PROPAGANDA POSTMARKS COLIECTION. The P.TeT, is offering to collectors = collection
of propagenda postmarks, tied to stamps affixed on the little souvenir sheets.The
collection comsists of 92 items, starting in May 1942, and includes all propagande '

postmarks issued until February 1951. The price-ls F 40,91, - ghich represent the

Page velue of the stamps plus the cost of the gsouvenir sheets and a modest prem’um
for mounting, But, alas, how to get the francs?

PRO JUVENTUTE 1950, numbers issued were as follows: 3 C. 6,187,418; 10 C, 5,652,219;

20 G, 4&,364,9805 30 C. 1,252,177; 40 C. 1,446,082, The set was demonetised on
Januery 15, 1951 and all stemps left unsold destroyeds - o

~ THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE HELVETIA NEWS LETTER WILL BE A JUNE/JULY NUMBER..




Hon. Treasurer : Hon. Secretary :

A. J. HARDING, * : EDWARD. H, SPIRO, - ! Mrs., E.J. RAWHSLEY,

31, somerset Way, 111,Bushey Rd. Raynes Park, 32, Etheld
IVER, Bucks, " LONDON, S.¥.20 ' ' 'umgn,verﬁs‘ii‘fm
No.6-8 (Fifth Volume) = Edited by E.H,Spiro JUNE — August 1951

i Na,ordance w1th Rule 24 NOTI C® is hereby given that the

NNUAL GENERAL MEETING

. be held on WEINESDAY, the 9—-th of SEPTE}MBIJR, 1951, at 0.50 P!_‘E: recuda a‘b the

WasN RESTAURANT, Cosmo Place, Southampton Row, London,w ,Col {ehort waliking distance
f om the Holborn—Klngsway Underground Station; buses No,68,77,188, stop at Cosmo Place)

 AGBXNDA., 1) Mnutes of the Anmual general Meeting on Nay 16th,1950;
: . 2) Report by the Hon.Treasurer, and Statement of Accou;z‘ss;
%) Report by the Hon.Secrstary for 1950/51; .
4) HLACTION of Officers and Members of the Committee;
5) Motions and Resolutions; and any other business,

N T

\\\\\ cur), Here will
be & DISPLAY snd TALK by the President-elect, Lt.Colonel HeG.do WA 2LE. CeBeBe,0n

"he Tssues of the Imperforate Sitting Helvetis of 1854 /65"

‘Colonel de Watteville will show sheets from his excellent collection, .ad tais important
display and talk ..hould alone be a sufficient attraction for ev.  member to atbtend the
Annual General Meeting. Members visiting London and requiring cm,o*nodan‘c::m“3 are invi fed
to get in touch with the hon.Secretary, who will assist them in secur“rv el wher pnvate
or inexpensive hotel accomodation.: .

Any Member desirous to move & resolu’clon relating to Rules or any otr.er reters, mst -
give notice in writing, enclosing the Motion proposed, to the hon.Secreta_r .0t less

then two weeks before the Annual Geheral Meeting (Rule 5)

The follomnb N0 MI NATIONS for the mlection of Officers and Me* -~ of the
Commi ttee (Rule 12) were received by August 16th, 1951 g '

PRESIDENT; LteColonel H.G.de Watteville,C. TB.E., . CHATRIAN: R.L.Nayslon,®sy
Hon.TREASURTR: A.J.Harding,Bsq., Hon.SECquTARY HeHeSpiro,Bsqe., Hor DRGANISI:u
SBCRETARY: Nms.E.J.Rawnsley, CHAIRMAN OF THZ EXPIRT GOJM‘TIPED Be & .rly, 8.
NEIBERS OF THE COMMITTZE: L. Moore,Esq. .[Chairmen of the N.d.and Lecds Croup“
H.mGoGlsbam,Esq.(Chalrman West Country, Group), P.W.CeStratton,Bsq.{Londcs zroup),
Tom Morzan,Bsqe,Bdd tor,"Philatelic Magazine" (London Groud), B.Mci{enzie,m-.s o
- (Scotti.a Group), P.B.Lauder,Bsqi, (West Country Group), J. DeRastwood, @sq. ,aiifax,
(FeHeard Leeds Group), Je D.Hopwdod" Sayer,Esqs, (I.W.and Manchester Group).
There are three vacancn.es,for which no nominations-were received at the time the NEWS
LATPER went to press. . .

0.090609’0000‘0090.0%00000..00‘0O...00.0.0..."'.....0...0000....0..!00!0.!000600'0!00.0._

ONﬁ ./s\f G;—j (:}g:/f ' The London Group has errenged an intoresting

programme for its elght meetings during the
™ "’ ETINGS 1991 / 5 2. 1953/52 season, They will tekse place on
Wednesday, September 9 (combined with the AcGds), Tuesday, October 2, Tuesday, Noveme
bor 63 Wednesday, Deceuber 53 Tuesday,Februozy 53 Tuesday, March 4; Tuesday, April 1;
end Tuesdey, Mey 6, Displays will include: Sitting end Standing Helve'b:.a m,ssues, A.,.ru
meils, Forgeries, Swiss Portrelt Gallery, Soldlers Stemps et

.......... gannnanoovoeno0oaooooooo|oenaooosoottoo-o-otoootteoeoolooo\poou‘oooooooeeewoooooo
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMP

EREE s302:0: By G, R, HYND sssesrsrsrssssges (continued)gss:

The 1927 Pro Juventute issue was dedicated to Henri Pestalozzi,the great educationalist
who certainly deserves & place in Swiss history. Baut we shall deal with the “Great Swisg"
honoured on postage steamps on some other occasion, and confine the present series of
articles to the historic background of the arms issues. Thus, the next set of stamps to
be considered is the 1928 Pro Juventute isgue, which depicts the coats of arms of

Lausanne, St.Gall and Winterthur, each of which played a prominent role in Helve~

tia's epic. ‘ :

The arms of Leausanne, on the 545 C, value originatedin the 15th century,when Lausanne
was proclaimed an Imperiel city in 1434, Baut the fown's history is very much older: The
legend has it that it was found by Hercules, son of Jupiter, oh his way from Spain to
Italy, in the year of 2841 B.C. As far as records go, it is certain that Lausanne existed
as & "castrum", a fortified camp, in Roman times. It gained some importance in the fourth
century, when Bishop Marius chose it as his seat between 585 and 594 A.D. In the +tenth
century it was a strong "burgh", and by 1258, the Black Friars arrived there and founded
a monastery, on the site of which stands the Cathedral of Notre Dame, often described as
the most perfect Gothic edifice. in Switzerland,and indeed in Turope. After meny upsand
downs during the Middle Ages, Lausamne became in 1803 the capital of the Candon Vaud, on
its Joining the Swiss Confederation., By 1640, with 18,000 inhabitants, it was the fourth

~— largest city in Switzerland, after Geneva, Berne and Bale, and ranked higher in import-
ance than Zurich or St.Galls TPo—day it is a centre of commerce and tourism, & beatiful
city with a population of over 100,000. It is also the centre of the wine-growing area
of Western Switzerland, and the bunches of grages shown on each side of the frame in the
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stemp design, allude to this fact. v » .

The Winterthur shield on the 1045 C, stamp is that of the noble family of Kyburg, to
whom the town belonged in the early Middle Ages. In Celtic and Roman times it was known
as Vitodurum. In 1264 the town was granted privileges by ths Habsburgs, and in 1467 the
Austrians sold Winterthur o the Free City of Zurich, with whose history the ‘town has
been closely linked ever since. Although it is to-day an imporwant industrial centre,
with many factories and mills, and a population of over 63,000, many of the historic
buildings are preserved, and Winterthur is known as a town of artistic and musical repute.
There is a magnificent Gothic parish clmrch, another in pure Romanesque style with 1l4th
century frescoes, and the fine architecture of the o0ld burghers' houses reminds one of
the town's proud hisiory. : : _

‘The 2045 C. value of this set brings the shield of St.Gall. A bear has figured in the
coat of arms of the city since Frederic of Souabe rewarded the Abbot of St.Gall, who
helped him to become German Hmperor, with a magnificent collar of pure gold, incrusted:
with precious stones, from which Bung & bear carved in gold., St.Gall was once the fore~
most episcopal centre o¢f Switzerland, hence the bishop!'s mitre and crozier in the right
‘hand frame ornament of theé stamp. The cadeceus on the left hand side is symbolic for
the importance of 8t.Gall as & centre of commerce and industry. Many large business
concern kave their headgquarters there, and St.Ball plays a kev rcle in the economic life
of §witzerland, But as most other Swiss towns it also offers .:auy atiractions to. the
tourist and sightseer{and many fine buildings bear witness of 1ts auclent past.

TIn a final article on the historic emblems on Swiss stamps and i .ir relation to

Swiss history, which will appear in the next issue of the HELVATLA Ni¥S LETIER, we shall
deal with the arms of Fribourg, Altdorf and Schaffheusen, which adora three valufas of -

the Pro Juventute series of 1930. {To be concluded)
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HAND-MADE ~. DICKINSON
Rolie MAYSTON in a new role = ag Philatellc KeCo

I+ all hepponed this way., Some months ago, & philatelic friend calle% to*see“me one
ovening to show me his latest effort, but ostensibly to procure some %utu?rs for his
"Goncise Glossery of Philatelic Terms Illustrated". I admired it much for it was
particularly well arranged and written ups it cavered several.hundred terms,somg o£ :
which I was unewsre of, and it gave me the opportunity of seeing samples of obliqueyand
of 'percd en arc", which were only knowa toc me by names Turning %ﬁa pages, I came to
papers, and lo and behold} « under "Dickinson" there was a GOPy ot @he 40 Rps Strybeli,
Poriod II, '"No,sir',said I, "yes,sir" said he, and since that evening, between times,
we heve bombarded one another with.pros and cons, sometimes by phone,somgtlmes by letter,
for we have been too pressed for time to meet, but neither has fully satisfied the other:
by his argument thet the paper was handmade or machine=made. \

As many members may never have given the matter & thought, whilst others may hold one
riew, and some éncther, I imbend to present the case of Hand=made v, Dickinson in our
News Letter, Counnel for Prosecution and Counsel for Defence will be, wnlike most
trials, the same person, but members will be able to act as both Judge and Jury.

e anae will be opened in one of the next issues of the News Letters, and T hope that

S s fasebewd with vour own commentse o

-

T




JUNE<AUGUST 1951 HELVETIA NEWS LETTER = No,6e8 (Fifth Voluse) PAGE 3

| J/Z[CZTZ CZZ'7’Z93 %@Z?)@[ZG By KARL HOFFMANN (Bile)

We continue the "working schedule" for the claswification, started in the June iésue

of the NEWS LETTER, The abbreviations are: CM = Controlmark, WMK = Wetermerk, T = Types
20 Co grey, Telz 1) Measure perforation; if 113x1l - 2) find oub whether CM.I or IT.

40 Cogroy, ToII: 1) Find out whether OM or WMK, If WMK e R) find out whether white
paper or graenite paper. If white paper; then 3) Measure perforation,

50 Ce blues 1) Measure perforation; if 133xll « 2) find oub whebher CM, I or II.

50 Co greens 1) Find owt whebther CM, or WMK If OM., = 2) Measure perforation; but if
WK, =~ 2) find out whether white poper or granite paper; if white paper = 3) Measure
perforation, A

1 %o 1ilag: 1) Measure perforation; if 111xll ~ 2) Find out whether (M. I or IX.

& T, cormine: 1) Find out whether CM.or WMK.; if CM. 2) Measure perforation) but if
WMK, 2) find out whether white paper or granite paper, and 3) Measure perforation.,

3 Fs brovm: 1) Find out whether CMe or WMKe; if CM. = 2) Measure perforation, and if

1%, then 3) find out whether CM.I or GM,II; but if WMK, %hen « 3) find out whether white
paper or granite paper and measure perforation. .

It really looks more complicated than it is, and after a little practice the two or
three phases of the classification work will becoms just routine. Without the methodical
progress as outlined in our "working schedule",; the collector is inclined to examine
every stamp for Controlmorks, Watermarks, paper and perforation, but this is quite
unnecessary in meny cases, Let me give you an exemple = andlhave chosen on purpose one
of the most intricate values, the 20 C, orange, of which there are eight different
icsuese. At first it would appear a hard nut to crack, but in fact you need not more than
three "phases" to find out the correct cabtalogue number under which the particular copy
you want to classify can be found in the Zumsteln or Mueller catalogues

First phase: Find out whether the stamp has & Controluwork or a Watermarke. Let's.
assume it is a Controlmark, never mind whether CM,I, the wide ovel with the stout cross,
or the narrow ovel with the slim cross, Once you know it's CM, you go on to the

Second phase: Find out the perforatione Let's assume it's 114 = 12, Well, all your
plight is over. Therc exist only ome 20 Cs with (M. of this perforation. It is Zumstein
No,66 E, Mueller Nr,112. The same would have applied if the perf, had been ll%, as it
would then he only Zumstein Nre.66 &, Mueller No.9l.

' However, if you found out that the perforation was 11} x 11, then you would progress
. %0 the THird phese, which would be a bit more difficult; nemely to find out which (M, it
is, as in this perforation there are 20 Ce stamps with both,the wide and the narrow ovale

But yvou might have found right at the begimning that the stamp had a Watermark and
not & Controlmark, In this case again, there would be only two or three "phases" alto-
gother, After establishing thet it is a WMK in the First phase, you would go on +to the

Second phasc, in order to find out whether the paper is white or granite -~ with tiny
~ red and blue fibres embedded in the paper « and you would finish your examination here
and there when finding that it is grenite paper, because it would be then Zumsteln No.94A
Mueller No,147. Only if the paper would be white,; then a

Third phase would be necessary, namely to find out the perforation and sstablish
vhether 1% either Zumstein 86 A, Mueller No,133 (113xll) or Zumstela Noo.86 Gyliueller 141
(113x12), But, . in most casés, and especielly as regarcs the other values,
two phases will be sufficient to exsmine the Standing Helvetla stamps and arrangs a
nicely specialised collectlion, with all Controlmark, Watermark, paper and p.: Zoration
differences, Yoy will heve a lot of fun with this work, which will be far n.rc ploasent
then the drugery of uumethodical oxamination, which only leads to confusion und fruste
ration, and your appetite will be whetted to go one step further and to start .ooking

Tor the plate flaws, retouches and varieties, of which this issue aboucds, and
which are ono of the most interosting specialised sidelines of Swiss philatelye THE END, -
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LUNABA EXHIBITIO |
The Netional Philatelic Exhibition "LUNABA", which takes place from Septe..ver 29th to
October 7-th 1951, in Lucerne, promises t0 become a major event, The tcizl value of
collections and frames exhibited is estimated to exceed 10,000,000 Swiss francs; there
will all the great gems of Swisg classics, many famous Europe and foreign stamps owned
by Swiss philatelists and also an officisl exhibition arranged by the P.TeTs The exhibiw
tion will be housed in the fine building of the "Kunst and Kongress~-Haus" and will cover
an area of over 10,000 square yards. The LUNABA Miniature sheet (Price 3.~ £) has a
pleasent design, using the motif of the 40 C. National Fete 1951 stemp, on a yellow
background formed of doves and post horns, with a red freme, bearing the inscriptions
LUNABA e LUZERN and National Stamp Exhibition in the three languages of the couniry.
The net revenue from the sale of the Minmiature sheet goes partly to help financing the
exhibition, and partly to benefit a fund for the maintonance of Swiss schools abroad,
& visit to the LUMABA cen be highly recommended to all mombers,
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EXCHANGE PACKET RE-ORGANISED

MORE MATERIAL FROM NEW CONTRIBUTORS, REGULAR BUT SMALLER PACKETS

It is with great pleasure that we announce a complete remorganisation of 4he EXCHANGE
?ACKET BRANCH, In future ~ beginning early in September «~ packets will be more inﬁe*ést-
ing than ever, and whet will please Members even more, far more frequent I% is
hoped to send a packet regularly each momth o every Member, provided that all o; you
will co~operate in speeding up the circulation by keeping the packets for not longer than
48 hours, : '

The Exchange Packet problem has provided a real headache i '
time, end caused much disappoimtment +to Members. But aftor gguﬁhzrnggitggzrioitahigng
become extremely difficult to get sufficient entries from Members Ho "feed! the packots
end ?o ensure reular circulatlon, Many members disposed during that period of all their
duplicates, and others ~ alas « did not bother to ender any booklets at alle. The Comuittes
(and especially tho unfortunate honesecretary) wore chaffed by Members, clemouring for
weterial,bul they do not print Swiss stamps (cortainly not Cantomals or Strubelis!) meither
do they oreate rare varieties or retouch Standing Helvetiase,, However, & solution, which '
‘should work out satisfactorily to all, has at last be found, ’

The Committes invited a number of reputable staump dealers to enter booklets with -
selections of better class material, and several have agreed to do so, We are rocei ving
some choice material,espocially from Mossrs, Amatour Collector Ltdey and Mr.Thomas (reen
both well~known specialists in Swiss issucs. The dealer firms have agreed to grant a ’

reasoneble discount to the Helvetia Philatelic Society, so that Membors buying frow their
;ook%ets will bo able to acquire fine material at lower prices than whon buying "over the
countor’, :

In addition, it was doolded to arrange smaller pockets, .0, packets sist ;
about 10 to 12 booklets (instoad of 24g%o 30 as bgforo)o’Thiswwgll ensu;gn'iSbiggeogquuent
circulation, without depriving the packets of diversity, The Committeo boliove that mome
bors will prefor a dozon booklots with better class material, semt out every fow wooks,
rathor than two dozen booklets, many containing only "common and gardan stuff?, arriving
et long and irregular intorvals, ‘

But, whilst tho dealers will contribute thoir sharo, Membors should also do theoir bit,
end continue to contribute all material they cam spare, Sales are good, and circulation
will be shorter in fubure, as several circults will operate at the saws “ime,

NEW ISSUE SERVICE

Cwing to various difficulties « partly caused by the iliness of Mr.Spiro £:d the 1lle
‘ness and subsequent retirement of the former hon.Treasurcry Mr.Neville « the Now Issue
Service did not oporate as satisfactorily as the Committee would have liked., We were
waable to securo the full amount of Swiss Francs to buy all the quantity rogquired for
distribution, and many mewbers had to be disappointod, However, this troublec was mended
~"*00, and we have roecoived now & new supply of both,the Pro Juverzuio 195G and “ho Natios
aal Foto series of this yoor, and can offor -them to mombors at c.icinal aow l.sue ratos,

A1l Moubers, who did not recolve them, and still went thom, con ook znowy o:d will be
‘supplied forthwith, Tho prices (postage oxtra) are as follows:

Pro Juvontuto 1950 (5 values, Gon,Sprecher & Butbterflies) MINTseeececsss /o

National Fote 1950 (5 values, Zurich and Sports & Gamoes) MINTsssscecors 3/1
We shall also suprly tho Pro Juvontute 1951 (to be issued on Decembor 1st) and the LUNABA
Mininturo Shoet (the letter only if specially booked, pricc 6§/2d.), but the honsTroasurcr
dosires to check up the records of New ILssue Service subscribers, and all Members, who
went to receive mew issues regularly im future, are urgently requested to send him a
vosteard, mentioning whether they need the new issues Mint, Used, on First Day Covers, .
in blocks of four etce, (This should be addressed to Mr.d.J.Harding, 31,Somerset Way,
Iver, Bucks), Orders for the two sets offered above and bockings for future coliveries
to MrE.H.Sviro (11l,Bushey Rd,,Reynes Park,London S.W,20).

THE 1952 CATALOGUES

By October the three mew ZUMSTEIN Catalogues are expected to be availeble, provided
that the parcels will be cleared by the Customs without undue dolay. They are to be
published in tho second half of September im Berne, Im addition to the annual EUROPE
catalogue and the SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSIEIN Simplified catalogus, Messrs. Zwnsticln are
also publishing this yoar the SPECIAL CATALOGUE AND HANDBOOK OF SWITZERLELND, ~salch appears
ed last fime in 1949, The XIIIth odition has been greatly improved and maay . caplers
fully ro~written. Any serious Switzorlend collector must, of coursey have this excellent
hendbooke. We can accopt bookings for all or any of these cataloguocs as Lfollows:

1952 ZUMSTEIN Simplified CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND & LIECHTENSTEIN seseeseess 3/~ posifree

1952 ZUMSTEIN SPECIAL CATALOGUE AND HANDBOOK OF SULTZERLAND.:eeecsessveccos 18/Q & posta

1952 ZUMSTEIN EUROPE CATALOGUE oo ssersaverscacssssssossoscscsassasnosassss 21/6 % pOShy
Remittance should be sent with the order 1o the hon,Troasurer,Mr,Harding.
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SWISS POETESS HONOURED. —— MORE BEAUTIFUL'BUTTER;LIE

Vs are able to~day to give the full descrlptlon of this year's Pro Juventuts serles
well shead of any philatelic publication in this country {and apparently even ahead of
Swiss philatelic magaz:.nes)° As usual, the set will appear on Decembsr 1st, 1951, and

%ﬁ"u
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remain on sale for one month, until the end of the year, The Bditor, wio Lo Jjust ro=
turned from a visit to Switzerland recuived +the data before ﬁb: offici L ¢  3vathn3
: auJ ei30 made all necessary arrangemenss for the supply of - : iomec..avely after
sus. Lt will be delivered to all Members who have notlflea “.c HonoTreasurer that they
aro desirous to receive new issues, during the woek between December 8th and 15#h.,1951.
The Pro Juventute set will again consist of 5 values, The lowesd, 545 C. w11l depict

a port"ﬂ*b of the Swiss pootess Johanna Spyri, prianted in browns, red qcaourg 1n recess
by thé PIT Printing Works. The other four valucs are continuing the Duxterfly design
series., The 10410 C., greem=light blue~dark blue,shows a dragon fly, onc of the lovely
members of the Libellulidae family,useful because of their destruction of iusect pests,
™ the 20410 C, is deplcted in lilacw~groy-black-and yollow e Papllio podalirius,a ¢lose
.olative of the glorious Swallow=tail (Papilio macheon),which lives“in the 4lps and the
Himalaja mounteins, but somo specics of which ere not unknown in Britein, The 30410 C,
value brings in olive~grey end orange the Buchlod Cardemines;a cousin of th: aobago buj-
torfiYen the 40410 C. wo £ind the beawtiful representative of tle Saturnldae woth femily,®
cacock or feather moth,in blue~grey. and carmine.
As last year, the butterfly designs are by Niclaus Stoeckli. - 1ehen, prlntod in helio~
gravure by Courvoisier; on granite paper, in sheets of 50, ~
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B2 L ONDON - IMEETINGS ¢« LEZDS B
0CTOCB3ZR R-nd. (Tuesday) 6,30 pome 4 OCTOBER 13ta. /SaL rday),2.15pm
et the Swan Restaurant, Cosmo Place, 1 ‘ot tho Council of Sociszl £ 'Vicos Bldg.
Southampton Row, WeCoR (nr.Holborn Tube) ¢ Church Row, Kirkgate, L ¢ = I s,
DISPLAY: "Soldier Stamps® by.MrAllitt. L DISPLAY: "Soldier Stamps" . Mr.Highsted
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REPORT ON THE A,G./7.

The Annual General Meeting took place on Sepltewmber 5th. In the uncvoidable absence of
the Chairman, Mr.R.L.Mayston, Mr.A.J.Harding took the chair, Aftér the minutes of the
1950 AcGeM,were read and approved, the hon.Treasurer presented the Report and Statément

of Accounts, Revenue amounted to £ 29.4.5d,, Expendlture to £ 12,2.0d. The favourable
oredit balance of £ 17.2.5ds was only possible, as the hon.Treasurer emphasised, because
a large proportion of the expenditure wes born by Committee members, who made substanw
tial donations. The total expénditure for the "News Letters" (included in the above
figure) was only £ 3,2,0d. the Editor javing paid for most of +he duplicating and paper
coeb The flnanclal report was'unenimously approved,and MroL Yoore (Leeds) moved a vote
(PLEASE TURN TO PAGE FOUR)
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SWISS HISTORY ON STAMPS
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By G, Re HY N b (Conclusion)

After a bregk of two years, coats of arms appeared again in 1930 on Pro Juventute
stamps. Three towms, Fribourg, Altdorf end Schaffhausen, shared the honour of having
their ancient shields depicted on stamps, '

On the 545 C, appeared the arms of Fribourg, the frenchespeaking city, with a prew
dominant Romen Catholic population. Its history goes Back to 1179, when it was built By
the Duke Berchtold of Zoeringen as a fortress of his vassals against invasions from
the Gauls. A century later the stronghold passed into the hands of Rudolf von Habsburk,
and in 1298 Fribourg fought a fierce battle against the Bernesey, who were then the .
champions of Swiss liberty, The antagonism between Fribourg and Berne continued during
all the 14th and most of the 15th contury, end Fribourg withstood more than one assault.
In 1340, the Bernese besieged the town, but were driven off. In 1448, however, the Cons
Tederates under Berne's leadership were victorious, and imposed a humiliating peace upon
Fribourg, which sided then with the Germen Emperor. After a spell under the rule of the
Duke of Savoy, Fribourg entered the Confederation (1481) s The coat of arms shows the old
fortress ~ from the ancient seal of 1225 ~ flanked by the Pontifical Insignia on the
left end a book and three balls on the right, These are the emblems of SteNicolas, the
patron saint of the town. dccording to legend, the saint on learnitgz that one of the
burgesses, unable to provide a dowry for his three marrisgeable davgriers, was about to
put them on the streets, decided to stop such an outrage., At nighty he tarew a purse of

-—0ld into the room of one of the maidens, and when the money was used for the marriage,
-epeated this gift for the two other daughters, finally leaving a bible for the fathere..
The three balls represent the three purses,

&1tdorf, the arms of which are depicted on the 10410 C.value, is in the Canton of Uri,
and according to legend, was the birthday of William Tell. The town is thus. closely
comected with the famous story of the arrow and the apple, and the two arrows on the
right side of the frame are reminiscent of Tell famous shot., The coat of arms is, in
fact, that of the Habsburgs and Austria, incorporating the Austrian Tmperial Eagle and
the red and white banner of the Habsburg dynastys On the left side of the frame, the
sheal of wheat reminds us of the great fertility of Altdorf's rural surroundings, _

On the 20410 C, value of this series, we can sce the beautiful shield of Schaffhausen,
The towny although an important industrial centre with a population of 22,509 and capital
of the Canton of ‘the same neme, where some of the largest engineering factories are
situated, has kept its medaeval character. Its foundation goes back to 4.D01000, when
the Abbey of Allerheiligen was built, According to ome of many theories, the name of the
tovn is derived from "Skaf haus'", the house of a forryman, which stood there before
any other settlement existod. But another theory refers to "SChaf Hags", thg house of
sheep, and this one appears more logical, becauso the coat of arms still feamgres a
black ram, jumping out of a house or cestlo. It is one of tho most ancient S@lss armss,

“sed already in the 12th century. The town developed rapidly in tzo oarly middle ages,
secame a free imperial eity, and in 1501 throw off the Austrian yo«. and joined the.
Confedoration, Near Sehaffhausen arothe fomous Rhine falls, whore one can see the kingly
salmon leaping, hence the fish in the border of the stamp design.

NOTE: During 1952, the Bditor hopes to publish a sorics "Famous SWiss on St?mps",

featuring the great heroes of the Confederation and‘the grea? sons.and daugg?ers

of Helvetia, who distinguished themsolves in many fields. Th1§ sories of &??liles

will provide additional historical background to thet dealt wlth in the scries,

which is concluded in this month's "News Letter".
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THE TWO PLATES OF THE 20 €, INDUSTRY & LANDSCAPE STAV-.
The disc t the 20 C.value of the 1949 Industry and Landscape set waz rinted
;Zz ggzvgzggzrgﬁi plates, is causing quite an excitemen? among Syiss collec?i‘ an@_
deaiers, The fact that two plates were used was now confirmed by ﬁhe PeTaTs 7i°of€lng
+o0 the official announcement, the printing of the 20 C, gtarted o May 28,l9fva %IE@T
18,000 sheets of 50 steamps each were printed, it was decided t@a@q}he engraving was not
deep enouchs the printing was stopped and the engraver, Karl Bickol, was asked to re~

i Uwo 00000

engrave the plate, He did so and the printing was continued from the new, second plate,
tinguish  There is,howevor, enother,quite distinct —
/7?:@"/
MIANZ A
On Plete II, the house has a base., There are also ?
Plate I were printed, and most of them are likely to have beon lost ~thrown away with

The main differences are that Plate I .'shows finer (?hinner) lines throug@gut,wh%lst
all lines on Plate I are bolder, Because of inking this is not always esasy. to dise~
difference. On Plate I, the little house ﬂwhich‘

really is the Grimsel Hospico) has n o b a s o.

three lines on top of the rock in Plate I, and only PIATE T. PLATE TT,

two lines in Plate II. As only 900,000 stamps - from - -

commereial mail ~ the original plate variety has already become o rarity,greatly
sought aftor in Swiss philatelic circlosSe
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R, L. MAYSTON "K,C." PRESENTS THE CASE FOR THR PROSECUTION IN —
N '-',»’_;chlczzzsaﬁ Versus Hc’md#made.

My lord, ladies and gentlemen of the Jury! The case which I present to i
metters which happened a century ago, and despite the  search ﬁage for rzcoggg: i::ﬁitglth :
are negative, and the evidence must be of a eircumstantial neture, I have beew briefed
to prove to you that the Silk Thréead Issues were printed on Dickimson paper, -~
- I% is essential +that you should be clear in your minds as to the processes involved,

. Rags, and even wood, are reduced by beating end the admixture of molsture, either in the
. form of water or "wet" steam, to a pulp. For the production of white paper,it is perhaps
- neesdless to mention, the pulp is bleached, and according to the desired nature of +the
finished product, sizes and sterches are added to the moisture, The pulp is placed on or
vassed through very fine mesh wire soreens, where the excess moisture is extracted by
pressure. The fine pulp is again pressed between heavy rollers, whish reduce its thicke
‘ness considerably, compress the fibres together, and produce what we know as Papere
“Finally, the thin layer is dried. The thickness and texture can vary considersbly, -
evidence of which can be found in coarse, rough surface of ~for instance= heavy d;aming
papers, wrapping tissues, cigaretts papers, and the glossed, smooth papers known as
"Art paper' . o Coe o : -
. According to whether the processes have been carried out by hand or by means of
machineryy the papers are classified as "Hand made" or "Machine made", =
. In the year 1839 ~ and I would ask you to pay particular attention to.{his'date;“

John Dickinscn was granted letters of patent for his machine, by meawns of which a fine
—41k thread could be embodied in the. paper. The thread, held on bobbins, was passed over
iooves spaced at equel distances on the surface of a horizontal roller, and then on +o

the pulpe. The pulp, in its transit through the pressing rollers, carried the thread
-with it, and so produced = paper with lines of fine silk thread embedded in the surface,
Some examples can be found in the 10d. and 1/= stamps of Great Britain of the 1847 issue,
- I trust that I have not wearied you with these detaeils, but they are of such importe
_ence that their iteration was vital, Mark you, Members of the Jury, the plaintiff, a
very learned Philatelist, states in his letter of the 24th of April, addressed to the
defendant, “The paper on which these stamps ("Stribelis") were printed, could be none
other than a machine made paper, using Dickinson's patents, for it was a physical
Smpossibility to produce the same by hend." ' :
_ Stephen G Rich, the well~known writer and. authority on =z, s, in articles appearing
in the "American Philatelist" in May,1941, and in Januvary,194-, draws attention to the
fact that he had examined examples of the Strubeli stamps, and hed concluded they were
printed on machine made Dickinson paper. o o - I
.+ It requires no stealth of the imagination, nor wverbosé utlerancss Irom me, to conclu-
_de in your minds thet, during the lapse of the thirtesn years between Dickinson patenting
" his mechine, and the completion of the order for five million Strubeli stamps, *'=%
Dickinson hed either sold some of his machines to the Continent, or that such machines
~ere made there under patent rightg. Progress wey have been slow in those times, but
a0t all that slow, o o . A N
.. Visualize then, Members of the Jury, the paper required for 5,000,000 stemps, imagine,
if you can, that paper being made by the slow, laborious, hend~made process. I contend,
~as does the plaintiff, that no other process +han mechino~made would havs sufficei' ’
" end thatb 4o pretend otherwise borders on the ridiculous. Consider deeply the evidence
- before you = the beating of pulp by hend, the pressing out of the woisture, the meking
into layers of the pulp, the pressing by rollers = =all by hand, then above all, the
£iddling with a fine silk threed, leying it on the pulp, gotting it streight and .
‘oquidistant, again by handl .. ' a - o
.My lord, ladies and gentlemen of the Jury! There can be only one verdict ~ that
+he paper was Machine-made Dickinson Paperi ‘ o o ,

(Next monsh our K.C.will present the case for the defence, and we shall then invite

Members to sond their own comments to the editor.) ‘

ST SS INLAND POSTAGE RATES TO GO UP - CHARITY SETS AFRFECTED
The Swiss Federal Government descided to increase verious postege rates, in order to
step up the revenue from the post office by about 20,000,000 francs (& 2 =i1ilion).The
PTT is already contributing a substantial revenue to the Swiss Exchequer. lccause this
decision caused a storm in the Swiss parlisment, press and public, ths irvroases will
not be carried out as speedily as the government expected, and will come :cefore parligw
- ment after the general elections, which take place in November. Because oi international
egreements within the framework of the UsPoUo., it is probable that only Inland Postage
retes will be affocted (& posteard would go up to 15 G, an. inlend letter to 25 Co etc)
The increases, oxpéeted o come into operation during the second half of 1952, will
however, affect the Pro Juventute and National Fete sets in 1953, because the 10 Ce
value would hawve to be replaced by a 15 C+#l0 C..stamp, snd the 20 G, by 2 25 C+-10 C.
stamp, Likewise, the 48 C. value mty become aZBO OﬁflO CostampyNext year's charity
issues may yet escape the increasos. . S ‘ :

C am % we we M Pe G em v ew we




~,

T \.;} A
Poge 4 HELVETIA NEWS IETTER ' No.9 (Fifth Volume)  September T95IHi-v.

REPORT ON.-THE A, G, M, (Continued from Page One)

of thanks to the Treasurer, congratulating him on the sound financiel position of the
Soclety. The hon.Secretary then prosented the Committee's report for +thé past year— and
said thet membership has de¢reased, but thet the core of "old members™ and real enthu =
siegts have remained. The Soclety has lost the "passengers', who joined it,maybe, in a
flush of fleeting interest for Swiss stemps. The economic situation compelled quite a
number of members to give up collecting, others were forced to sell their collections,
The Secretary recalled the untiring work of Mr.M.Neville (former Treasurer),and Mr. P,
Stretton. (former Organising Secretary and Secretery,London Group), who haa,with regret,
rotired from active work bocause of 11l health. Tho Secretary announced the docision of
the Committes to invite dealers to contribute to tho Exchange Packet, and thus safeguard
e more froquent circulation of packets and better contents, Several Meubers (including
Msosrs. Hale,Shurly,A1llitt and Muston) spoke to this subject, and the feeling of the
. meeting was thet the new arrsngement will improve the Packet situation.
The Secretary made an urgent appeal for contribution to the packetss if each member
would send only one booklet, 20 packets could be sent out end regular mcnthly circulos
tion would be quite possibles ~ He mentioned that the Commititee considered
en increase in subscription fees, because of the 50 p.C. increase in postage rates for
printed metter ond 100 to 180 p.o. increase in cost of printing,paper and duolicating,
But owing to donations by several members this could be avoided, To lessen 1.z cost for
publishing the "News Letter", dealers are being invited to insert sdvertisements,
.The BSecretary briefly reported on the activities of the Groups, and strossed tus very
~ .excellent progress of the N E.and Leeds Group under the wise chsirmonship of Mr.loore.
“lready at the beginning of the meeting, the chairmsn extonded & special welcome 0 the
two Leeds Group representatives, Mr.Moore and Mr.Eanstwood (hon.Treasurer), who took the
. trowble of specially travelling to London to attend the A.G.ll. :
.. Election of the President, Officers and Committee Members followed ond the following
~-nominations were unanimously voted upon: President: Lt.Colonel Hede Watteville, CoBoEa,
HonoTreasurers: A.J.Hardingg Hon.Secretary: E.H.Spiro; Hon.Orgenising Secretary: Mrs,
EoJoRaymsleys Cheirmens R,LiMaystons Cheirmen of the Experts Panel: E,Shurlys Committee:
Mossrss LoMoore (cheirmen,Leeds. Group)s HoD.G.Gisburn (chairman,Wost Country Group);
Po.W.CoStratton (London Group)s B.Me Kenzie (Scottish Group), Tom Morgan, Editor,'Philam
telic Magazine"; P.B.Lauder (West Country Group)s J.D.Eastwood (hon.treasurer, Leeds
....6roup) s Jo.D.Hopwood Sayer (N.W,Group). There remein three vecencics, e-i the Committes
©. will,if necessary, co~opt three memboers in accordance with Rule 15.

} Mr Moore then moved that o message shall be sent to Mr.P.Stratton, expressing the
appreciation of the A,GM, for all his good work in the intorest of the Society, and
CL - Members best wishes for his speedy recovery. This was unanimously .:orriod,

Aftor the businmss the new President, Colonel de Watteville, gave a :ost i ..eresting
" talk on tho "Strubeli" (Imperf.Sitting Helvetie issues) and showed many pages from his
. splendid .collection, conteining meny rarities and varieties, A -lively discussizn eusaed
___ ond members present were able to enlarge their knowledge from the lucld explz: «iions
‘given by the President. A hearty vote of thenks to Célonel de Wabteville was
proposed and cerried end the mesting closed at a rather late hour,

nnu-wn—a—nnnnﬁu—nnu—-—wn——anu-uu—ﬂ-u—»wn—un---

DISTRTBUTION OF DUTTES OF THE OFFICERS,

Vith the election of the new Committee and Officers of the Society the "departemental
duties are now as follows, and Members ere requested to keep this in mind when writing:
A1l finencial matters: (Subscriptions, Deposits for new issues, .peyueats fcr orders,
including catalogues etc.) Hon.Ireasurers A.J HARDING, 31, Somerset "y, Iv..'; Bucks,
A1l queries, incl.Memwbership matters, Meetings, Displays, Library, Changes:Q address,
Submission of stemps for expertising: Hon,Organising Secrotary, Mrs, EoJe Rauasley,
32, Ethelbert Gardens, I1lford, Essex. (Mrs.Rewnsley is also in charge of LONDON Group)
Exchange Packet (incl.entries of booklets, advice forms and paymgnts for takings) and
511 matters relating to the "News Letter": Hon.Secretary, Eo.H.Spiro, 111,Bushey Road,
Raynes Park, London,; S5,7.20. ‘ - Co - -
The Hon.Treasurer keeps the rogister of the New Issue Service; orders can be sent to
nim or to Mr.Spiro. In order to save postage, Members may whgn wr1t1;; o one of.the
officers, mention motters normelly relating to another officer's duty, which will
then be passed on. ,
MORE EDITORIAL MATTER NEXT MONTH, ,
;;; viitor tenders his apologles for the rather dull contents, of this'month‘s "New§
Letter”, caused by the inclusion of the AGMoreport. In the Octo?er issue therg will
_ be more philatelic matorial included, =and alsc e page of interestlng notes"and infore ‘
mation, which he gathered during his vislt to Switzerland., In October the "News Letter® .
will also contein the list of the firgt "POSTAL AUCTION" of the new season, end members
are invited to enter lots, stating the reserve amount. The October issue will .
bring & report sbout the "LUNABA" Stemp Exhibition et Lucerne snd in subsequent issues
o nuzber of interesting erticles, including a study on Swiss essays,-another.on
Mard oties" and two interesting contribution from Swiss euthors will be published.
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~ A SWITZERLAND-CATALOGUE /¥ ENGL/SH

- It is not often thet pride of place is given in our "News Letter" to advertising a.
new: philatelic publicetion. But I meke no apology on this occasion, not even for the

- £aot that I am, "advertising" a .publication for which I em responsible ‘as the author,

_For 1 believe that the 'STAMP CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND, the forthcoming publication of
which I have plessure to announce, will be of good service to our Members and all R
collpctors of Switzerland in the Englishespesking world, =

.. For 3-or 4 years I have been nursing the idea of a Swiss catalogue in English, Many
of you have written to me suggesting that the Helvetia Philatelic Society should underw
take this task. But, alas, the very high cost of paper; printing, and sbove all, of
~providing hundreds of photographs snd blooks for -the illustrations made it quite imposs~
ible for the Society or an individual to 'emberk upon such smbitious and risky venture, .
Yoty the need for e Swiss catalogue in the English lenguege was very great indeed. .
There are,of course, the excellent catalogues of Zumstein's end Mueller's, there are
snuel 1ists issued by Swiss dealers, such as Lauber, Locher, Kottelat and others, end

_wlast but not leaste by two specialist-~dealers in Britain, Mr.Thomes D,Green and Messrs,

matewr Collector Ltds But the Swiss catalogues and lists are in Germen, the two British
ones are duplicated and lack illustrations, and most of the lists omit stamps which the

« dealers cannot keep constantly in stock. , : o Lo

I know from experience that many collectors despaired of -the intricate descriptions
4in the Swise Germen language catalogues, emd in the course of years I have been answering

" many eppeals for itranslations and explenations, But this was only mekeshift remedy.

.. ‘La#t summer, Mr.Ketcher of Amateur Collector Lid. suggested to me that his firm
would publish & cetalogue, and offered the Editorship to me, We received Mossrs Zumstein’s
permission to use their ‘numbers end chronological seduence, I compiled the text, more

~ 4hen 350 photos from original stemps were taken, blocks were ordered, and the STAMP

. CATALOCUE OF SWITZERLAND w the first of its kind in English - went fo press. It will.

be publis®din November, will be right up %o date, end include even the Pro Juventute set
to-be iesued i December, o o o :

- T should 1like to say here snd now that I was sble to work onm the catalogue quite
independently, I was never subjected to any pressure by the Publishers as regards the
price quotatione in the catalogue, and T have calculated the prices on my own, taking
a5 8 basis the "merket walues" in this dowrtry, in Switzerland and in U.S.A. Thus,
although the Publishers are a firm of stemp dealers, the catalogue will give fair and
correct valuetions, arrived et by me to ‘the best of my knowledge. The cejalogue does
not vie with Zumstein's Special Catslogue and Handbook, which has nearly 500 pages, but
I wos eble to inolude meny vaerieties, all mein paper differences, meny shades, major
plate flews et¢., 5o that- it should serve well not only the - “medium" collector but also
the speocislist, The price of the catalogue will be reasonable inspite of the high
printing cost « 28,6d, It will be of the size of the "small Zumstein",with a stiff
sover. Tt can be ordered from the Publishers (see advertisement), Harris Publications
Ltd, and eny stemp dealer, I ,

I hope that ell collectors of Switzerlend in the Englishespesking world will find
it a useful 1little handbook, end I shall be very glad to have your criticiem and your

suggestions for any improvements, as we hope to issue the catalogue every year.
; prOVE e o ’ - Edward HeSpiroe
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NATION ﬁ A%O LDF;LEI ;SI'I;IB\I{% STAMPS

At the southern end of Lake Lucerne, the twin peasks of the mighty UrieRctstock stand
guard over as wild, and yet as fair, a scene as any in Europe, Here, under the shadow
of the mountain,will be found o sweet smelling Alpine meadow sacred sbove all others to
the people of Switzerlands the historic field of Rutli, which over six centuries ago
witnessed the assembly that was to found the Swiss nation, en event that in recent
times was honoured by one of the most interesting series of stamps.

. "In the name of God, Amen. We the men of Uri, of Schwyz, end of Underwald, conscious
of the gravity of the times, desirous of according ourselves aid end protection, promise
and sweer succour snd counsel one to the other with support of all our forces. Unenimouse
1y we also make Oath not to tolerate foreign justice in our velleys. The engagements °
of this pact shall endure, with God's grace, in perpetuity. Made this year of Grace,

One thousand two hundred end ninety~-one, on the first dey of the month of August",

So ren the preemble to the covenant sworn by the men of the three forest canitons on
Auguest 1512913 one of the greetest historic deocuments which, in its essential sense of
democracy eand freedom, might well be fitted to the present times, The closing years of
the 13th century were trublous times for the tiny communitjes of Central Europe, lefi
derelict after the breskeup of the former Duchy of Zehringen, The power of the Habsbungs
was becoming steadily greater, encroaching on the territories. Within the next. century
the three centons were joined by others, Solothurn, the free city of Zurich, Berne, Zug,
and Lucerne, Soon the Confederation came up egainst the formidable power of Austria, —
not finally checked until the epic Battle of Sempack in 1386, From this time onwards, .
with fluctmetions of fortune, the Confederats Centons gradually consolidated their posi-
tion, culmineting evemtually in what is now modern Switzerlend, It is to this heroic
early period that is ascribed the legend of William Tell. How much trult there may be in
the  story is doubtful, but it had some foundation in fact, and like the legend of King
Arthir, has now become an accepted part of Swiss history. Tell, a burgess of Altdorf,
aftér being compelled to shoot the apple from his 1little son's head, disclosed thet his
secoid .arrow had been intended for the Austrien beiliff Gessler, and as s punishment was
condemned to perpetual imprisonment in the Castle of Kussnacht, On being conveyed there
by boat on the Laké Lucerne, he menaged to escape by leaping ashore at the spot now
marked by the "Tell's Chepel", and later embushed and shot Gessler at the crossroad in
the ' "Hollow Wey" near Kussumacht., ' : C P
_ Legend of fact, it was fitting that it should form the theme for the first of the
‘gommemorabive stamps issued in 1938, These slmmps are issued annuelly as National Festie
val Day stemps (Bundés Feier Marken), Usually they are on sale from June 15th to August
15th, but valid for postage until the end of November, The esctual dete of the "Bundes '
Feier" is August 1lst, which is a national holidey in Switzerlande As in the case of the
Pro Juventute cherity issues, & small surtex is made, in aid of various charitable, -
patrfotic or educationel funds, - A =
' 'In enother article ‘the Bundesfeier issues from 1938 to 1951 will be described in «
detall, their historic background outlined-and the designers, engravers, printers, as
woll as the funds which benefited from the surtax mentioned. This may help those collectm
orsy who like a fuller "writing up", = - .

s
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TE EC CATALOGUE & I BOOK 1952. The Publication has been postponed until
December, and all bookings will be duly executed as soon after publication as possible,
We can supply n o w the "small" Zumstein 1952 et 28.6d.postfree (cheaper than in 1950})
OUR EXCHANGE PACKET IS SPEEDING AHEAD,.Three packets have gone out in October, two
more are ready to go. During the next few weeks the follewing members will receive at
least one pecket: Mesdemes & Messrss Ellis,Wilson,Crowther,Heaps,Wilkinson Unsworth,
NeA sThompson,Fleming, H.Thompson,Morte,Branchy Walters, Duckitt,Meyoss, Gra}’zam, Couchy,
Doust, Atkinson, Hookhem, Johnson, Dixie,Woodford,Gonville,Rewnsley,Muston,A11itt, Hands,
Fletcher,Radburn,Short,Bridges,Lady Dunlop,Harding,Alexander,Sir A.Blackburn,Dé la Mare,
Lemmin,Pearcy,Creswick, Hunter,Iseli JBerthoud,Butter, Stestton, Shurly,Etheridge;HHussey,
Gimson,Lauder,Dance,Dr.Kblf,Morgan,Gisburn,Easterbrook,Wille%t,Wickham,Willmo%t,Needsg
Sultzberger,E1lison,Chepman,Craddock,Wiles,Neudeck, Many others are included on the
~November Postal List. But,ploasse,holp to keep it up by entering your booklets too}
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. EXCITING NEWS FOR SWITZERLAND COLLECTORS!

. STAMP CATALOGUE or SWITZERLAND %
i Sixty pagos, 360 illustretions, stiff cover,fully tebuleted,listing many varieties, [
| will be published in Novembor, Price 2/6 (2/9 postfree).Limited printing,ORDER NOW £rom

%
3

| AMATEUR COLLECTOR Ltd¢ 27,WESTHRY ROAD,WOODSIDE PARK, ‘LONDON, N,12
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Clessification of the "Strubeli" silk thread issues of 1854~1862, with all the intris
cacles of the Munich end Berne paper and primting differences, hes provided great diffie
culties not only to the tyro, but = perhaps even more ~ to the knowledgesble speaialist.
Indeed, it appears to some that as deeper onme delves into the mysteries of this issue,
a8 more confused and puzzled one becomes, ) '

Theré exist some excellemt studies on this subject, such as by DreJoSuter,. by Mr.l,
Furi (incorporated in Zumstein's Great Handbook of 1924),by Mr.Erne~Bottstein and others,
But all these works are in Germen, and all are now out of print, some extremely rare.

& study by G.Kuisel gives a very good survey of these issueg,and I have decided 40 rew=
print it in 2 series of instelments,. I hope readers will find it instructive, The Editor,

, =*Owe

Study of Federal records concerning the manufeacture of the Sitting Helvetia silk +thread
issues has given, in brief, the following resultss After the Postal Directorate in
Berne decided to issue postege stemps printed in relief on silkethread paper, it was
discovered that nobody in Switzerland could meke the paper (which was then made under
the Dickinson petents, to which Mr R.L.Mayston referred in his article last month),
Menufacture was consequently entrusted to the Baverian Paper Mill at Passing near Munich

" which had already been supplying the paper for Beverien stamps and possessed the necessam

7

ry mechines and experience -

- The Federal Mint at Berne was given the order for printing the stamps, But as prepa=
vation of the printing mechinery required time, it was found necessary to place the
initial printing order with the Printing Works of J.GeWeiss at Munich, First deliveries
from Munich arrived in Berne in July 1852, The Swiss authorities were more or less
satisfied with thems %hey only desired a little derker shade for the 5 G brown, which
because of its orange=brown shade, they feared, may be mistaken for the 20 ¢ stamp which
was to follow later in = lighter orange colour, After the second delivery in December
1852, Berne requested that the yellowegreen colour of the 40 C, should also be made

- darker, Nunich printed the stamps et first in sheets of 100, But in October 1852,%the
" size of the sheet was reduced to 50, because = smaller sheet could be better embossed

P

in the hand press, : :

In August 1853, the Mumich primting works completed the contract to print 5,000,000
stamps and at the request of the Swiss Post Office, handed over the plates.

To render forgery more difficult, silk threads of different colour were chosen in
1854, At the same time an order for paper, sufficient to print 10,000,000 steamps was
given to the Passing paper mill, In the spring of 1854, the Berne Mint was ready to
begin printing, In April of 1855, on the first delivery of the 5 C. on the peper with
y e 11 o w silk thread, the director of the Mint, Dr.Kuster wrote in his officieal
report to the Berne Post Office Directorate:

M The next delivery will be furnished in part on the ~--; paper with the yellow

_thread, but in part on paper with green silk thread. The paper with yellow silk thread

is defective, the thread is not sufficiently visiblesss" .

From December 1855, the peper with the "insufficiently visilble thread" was replaced
for the 5 C, stamps by the b 1 a ¢ k silk thread paper (which was used before for the
1 F value), while the 1 F steamp was, from thaet time, printed on the ye}low thread paper.

711 the end of 1856, all the paper used for the stamps was exclusively supplied

" from Mumich. Only then commenced the first deliveries from the Swiss Paper Works An der

Sihl neer Zurich, Paper from the Sihl works cost much less th?n the paper imported
from Munich, and thenceforward it was all obteined from the Sihl mill. But from the

_ start, the Sihl mill met with menufacturing difficulties. Delays in delivery were
 frequent, The silk threads in the different colours complicated the work, so much so

e
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that the Postal Directorate decided to revert to an uniform thread and green silk

was chosen.for all values, At the same time the Federal Mint instelled new printing
machinery, which ensbled it to print sheets of 50, instead of sheets of only 25 staups,
which they had been doing after taking over the printing from the Munich f}rg of JoGe
Weiss. Such then are the principal pheses in the genesis of the "Str?be}i' issues..

In the next instalment, we will investigate the distinctive characteristies of the
various silk thread. papers, o
$2228222828852328222835282228828338¢8223328828838232 $535285288622828825828838¢

If you have.enjayed reading the "Wews Letter" why not send
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sample copy of «G}QEENS B L ' ET]N»

i i 7 >t ialist, general articles,
which cowbains artigles of mmportance,tg the speci ’ ;
new issue notes, market commentary,details of new slogans used,%sp?:tal.
of fors of stemps, covers, and literature, from the leeding specialiste in

Swiss stamps dealing in this country = = - |
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l/\:;l FROM OUR _CORRESPONDENTS BX]

PRO JUVENTUTE 1951, We were "first with the news" with the desoription of this set in

our September "News Letter", and from the officiel announcement now received we can
omplify the details, The lowsst value 545 G, in honour of the authoress Johemna Spyri
(1827~1901) will remind older members of her famous book "Heidi", which wes translated
into English end was very popular smong juvenile readers at the turn of the centurye
The butterfly designs were already fully described. Each stemp bears on the margin the
neme of the insect in Latln, German, French and Italien,which will please thematic
collectors, The surtax is in aid of the Pro Juventute fund (90 pec.) end for the Swiss
Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis (10 pece.) The set will be on sale from
December 1 to January 15 1952, end valid for postage until’March 31,1952,

PTONEER FLIGHT IABELS AND SEMI~OFFICIAL AIR STAMPS meet mow in Switzerland with greatly
increased demend by collectors, says our Berne correspondent, Reason: the Swiss "Biella"
stamp slbums end other illustrated albums provide now spaces for them, and no colléctor
using these albums likes to have gaps. Result: prices have gone up considerablye

NATIONAL FETE STAMPS TQ CHANGE SIZE. We lgarn on good authority that next year's Natiow
nel Fete series will appear in a smeller size, nemely in thet of the now obsolete Aire
meil stamps, The P,T.T4 came to this decision partly in order to save paper =~the prioce
of which hed gone up in Switzerland as much as in this country, and pertly because
‘business firms prefare smeller stamps, end sales would go up accordingly. ‘

THE INCREASE OF SWISS INLAND POSTAGE RATES will soon be debated in the newly elected

Federal Parliament, Although there is strong opposition to expect, the inorease is a
“‘forgone conclusion because of the growing expenditure of the postel services. Teking %o
consideration the high exchange rate of the Swiss franc, Switzerlend has already one .&
- the highest postal tariffs in the world: an ordinary inland letter costs 4d (foreign
letter 8d), an inland postcard 2d, (foreign postcard 5d) registration fee 4d and 8d,
-It will teke meny months wntil the new retes will operate, but then at least some of the
-“present current stamps mey become obsolete, ~

RADIQ PUBLICITY ON POSTMARK SLOGANS, Three new slogan postmerks will: be in use during
November at several post offices, incle. Zurich 1l,Neuchatel and Lugano. The German text
is "Werded Rundspruchhorer" (Become Radio llstenersz), the French "La radio dans chague
foyer" (A redio in every drawing room.) end the Italiesn "Radio in ogni casa" (A radio in
, every home) , Other slogans are "Schwelizer Winterhilfe" (Sw1ss Winter Relief Fund), same
‘in‘Frenéh "Secours suisse d'hiver" and Italien “Soccorso svizzero d'inverno",

d- n-.u_ -,—-u'.-“u -__gn L L u-n n-n.n-—- ™ " ™
.-ﬂﬂ ”"ﬁ-"—’"ﬁ—-"--’-—’ - -u----nno‘--uh—--u“-u

LONDON MEETINGS EEEDS

- TU E SDAY, NOVEMBER 6eth . SATURDAY, NOVEMDBZER 10~th
ot 6,30 peu, 8t The Swan,Cosmo Place,WaCel || at R415 pems at Social Services Building
(turning off Southampton Row, Holborn) Church Row, Kirkgate, Leeds,
Display, Discussion and Auction , B Display "Tellboy & Tell" by MroGOSLING
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FIFTY YEARS A STAMP DEALER IN SWITZERIANDs Mr.Edouard Locher, the dlstlngulshed SW1ss
dealer end expert, sent ug 8 delightful article with reminiscences ofﬁexparlence as a
_philetelist sznce 1901, He tells how he used to sell " a mixture of 100 Rayons for 30 F,"
or 50 C, apiece! We shall publish his enthralling memoirgs in two 1m°talments in the
"News Letter" early next yesr,

GREEN'S BULLETIN IS TOP AGAIN., The momthly "Bulletin", a houseorgan of +the well~known

SwitzePland specialist-dealer, Mr.Thcmas D.Green kes quickly become a "must" +to every
every Switzerland collector. The October issue comtains an. interesting article on the

the "U.P,U,COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE of 1924", New Issue and Literature Chronicle,many interest
ing notes , special offers, and,last but not least, a very friendly appreciation of +the
Helvetia Philatelic Society,. All mewbers are advised to subscribe (it costs only 2/6

per anmum) and Mr.Green will gladly sond a specimen copys His. address 15: T.D.Green,
S’b.FOI’d, Elie, Flfe’ Sco’blandi._
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POSTAL AUCT'ON No 9 LOTy . DESCRIPTION MINIMUM
h
A1l lots cen been sent for viewing,against Az gﬁggEgoiftﬁggfﬁagige%%%figggg
refund of postege and insurence (84 per lot)f | good margins, oet,650 £, £ 8410,0
. Lots not inspected by bidder are sold asg 3 Reyon IIT,15 Rp.SMALL figures
"against satisfaction on delivery" and can . | fine ue three wide marglns
be returned (against postage refund), All | one olofer, cat,170 f. L 70740
bids must be at or sbove the "minimm", 4 | NABA Miniature Sheet 1934
o e . 5 o o e e e e 2 e e e e e e e e o e s Tare £ 4o4e0
LOT’ _ DESCRIPTION  MINIMUM 5 PRO RATRIA Sheet 1936 mint iz;;
1 | Orts Post 2% Rp.,Cross wmth 6 1941tBe§n95Ann1¥ersaryégompl. :
frame,fine used full marglns, £ 5 ~ Sh@ﬁ vgrmet S ’dggeon gggmer“ 12/6
but tiny pinehole (oat.300 o) ”‘?iﬂ?s‘ﬁ"ﬁﬁ*rﬁ““‘wr FOR THE POSTAL AUGTIONS'
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Hon. Treasurer : : ’ Hon. Secretary : . Hon, Organising Secretary : .
A, J. HARDING, . EDWARD H, SPIRO, Mrs. E.J. RAWNSLEY,
31, somerset Way, * 111,Bushey Rd.,Raynes Park, 32, EBthelbert Gardens
IVER, Bucks. . LOEDON, S.'.ZO . IIIFOR:D' Essex.
NOo 12 (Fifth Volume ) Edi’bed by E,H, SPIRO ’ oPcA.a DEGEMBm 1951

50 YEARS A SWISS STAMP DEALER

REMINISCENCES BY EDOUARD LOCHER (ASCONA

. The Editor takes great plessure in presenting the
first pert of the "jotted memoirs" of Mr EDOUARD
LOGHER, the doyen of Swiss stamp dealers, which, mo |
doub-b, will be read with grea'b, if somewhat nostals

l"gu.c in'beret!'bo om , - ,‘ CH RlSTN\As

. Izggg mow mgre_than helf & cemtury thet T founded AND A PROSPEROUS
=-in » in Berne, my netive oiiy, & stemp dealer's
bus:;i;ssq In those dayg philetely w?vés e hobby of AND p EAC E F UL
ideelista, We used to meet 4 a beer cellar,a homely |
meeting plece of the Philetelic Society of Berne,with NEW \/EAR 195 2
"Pape Streescle" im the ohair, end exchanged stamps WISH ALL MEMBERS
which heve since becamo olassios, plege for piecos.s
Among the enthusiests was e yowigish ‘clerk, working THE COMMITTEE THE EDITOR-
£or e oommercial firm in. the socounts department. . '
§ namo wee Ernet Zumstein, and he beoeme one of iy =
w firet oustomors, Vory soon he gaveé up sccountency for fulletime philately, and found.
.ded e stemp business of his own, which later beceme the world-femous firm of Zumstein -
& Compeny. In those days my customers paid me for their purchases in golde It was o
nice feeling for a young stamp dealer to jingle in the pocket with golden twanty frencs
ooins, elthough it was not very often .thet o deal brought such & lot of money. Prides
of stemps were = to use an ouphemism - somewhet lower then noweeol have still my first
price=-1ist which I proudly issued in 1901, just £ifty years ago. Among "wholesale" .
offers was & lot of 100 Reyons mixed (yes, one hundred}) and the price was 30~ francs
for the lot. Another lot of ten Geneva Large Eegle cost 70w francs, or 7ow £, epliece,
Other offers included e Zurich 6 Rappen for 15 .£oy & Bole Dove £o¥ 50¢= £oje. Weedt
5 Co for 25.m £, whilet fine copies of .the Orts Post or Poste Locale looked for buyers
who would be so bold 4o pay 8ew £, &pieces Rayons wore regarded as "common stuff" . The
best ones, Reyon I derk blue, cost Bs50, but the light blues were offered ‘ot 60 Contlmes
end e Rayom II could be had for 45 C, (which wes ebout 6d.) A Reyon ITI with small 15 °
figures cost 4,50 ~ quite an exhorbitent price, A comple'l:e sot of the Stending Helvetia
of 1889, with the now so rore 9% perf, is listed in my price list of 1905 still'et 2 £,
end the pricé of the 1 F "S't;rubelz." wos then 4,50, whilst the 2 Rappen grey Strubeli
was only 2.~ £o Thelr cetalogue prices ore now 90e= and 55w f£o respectively,f.‘or the
cheapest varietys - (Plecse turm to PAGE' 3)
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| NOON MEETINGS LEEDOS
WEDNE DAY, DECEMBER 5th, ot 6+30 pelie - - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8th, &t 2.15 pemoe
- gt The Swany Cosmo Place,Southampton Ro# . {| ot the Church House, Kirkgate, Loeds
TALK AND DISPIAY "SITTING HELVETIA 1862=82 i DISPLAY : CANTONALS, HOTEL~, RAILWAYw,
Mombors are invited to bring olso theif .. || FRANK- AND TELEGBAPH ISSUESe
own meteriol, so thet o disoussion oen be |l ' Disoussion Leader: MroLsMoores
initiatede Members should make an effor'b to  attend,they will enjoy it}
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NAT IONAL FESTIVAL STAMPS

By HAROILD G.D, G I SBURDN (eontinued)

The 1938 issue brings a view of Tell's Chapel on the Lake of Lucerne (Vlerwaldstatter
See) with the glent massif of “he Urirotstock in the background. Designed by Henri Thoni

end printed by Courvoisier of La Chaux de Fonds it is a fine steamp in e striking colour
combinetion of violet and yellcw. The issue consisted of 2,480,450 stamps on smooth
chalky peper, and only 160,000 stamps on grilled paper. The 1atter stamp hes become now
quite elusive, The surtex wes in aid of neoesdituous Swiss oitizens residing ebroed,

The 1939 National FestiPel stemp was dedicated to the 6Q0th enniversary of the Battle
of Leupen. Designed by Paul Boesch and also printed by Courvoisier, it depicts the
gncient cestle of Laupen on its rocky hill, which provided & natural fortificetion.

The surtex derived from e sale of 2,903, 929 copies, was devoted to e fund for helping
_poor mothers.

In 1940 o set of four stemps was issued (to which a fifth value resulting from the
rewongraving of the 20 C, stamp was added), This set wes issued, as en exception, on
Merch 20th, The designs show femous Swiss monuments, errected in memory of the great
battles in the struggle for independence, The 5 C. designed by Cerl Liner of Appenzell
depicts the Sempach Monument, the 10 C, designed by Bernard Reber that of Giornico,
the 20 G., also by Reber the Galven Monument, and the 30 G, designed by Cherles
L'Epplatenier the "Les Renglers" Monument. The last nemed, the work of one of the most
famous Bwiss sculptors of present time, who elso designed the stamp, is situated in the
Jure. mwuntalns, and. symbollses the vigllerwe of the Swiss frontier~guerds during thgf\
191418 wer, In eddition to the set,.a souvenir minieture sheet of these stamps was -
issued on July 1,1940 at & price of 5 francs, of which 65 U, was velid for the postel
cherges, and the remainder went to the Red Cross Fundy s did the surtax of the stamps.
The stemps and the sheet weore printed by Courvoisier and the numbers issued were as
followss 5 Oy 1,736,7913 10 Co 2,962,952 20 O, First printing in light colours 300,000
Second printing in dark colours 1 750,000, 30 Co 1 178,840, 0f thé re~engraved 20 G,
valuey, which has a different base of the monument, in fact the gorreot one, corresponw=
ding with the momument from which the desigu wes taken, 800,000 stemps were issued.

The 1941 stamps, & 10 O and & 20 C, velue, were in commemorstion of the 650th snniver-
sary of the Covenent. The lower value was designed by Paul Boesoh, and depicts a relief
map of the Lake of Lucerns with the Federsl shield and the coats of erms of the three
original cantons participating in the Covensnt, nemely Uri, Sohwyz end Unterwald, The -
20 Co stamp takes its design from & famous painmting by L'Epplaternier, It is a view of
4+he Chemin Creux or "Hohle Gasse" near Kuessnacht, the traditional spot where Willlem
Tell met and slew the Emperor's beiliff Gessler, Note the particular 31gn1f1cance of
the name Kuessnacht, 1.0, Kiss the Night, no doubt es good & description of death by an
arrow as any other, In view of the speciel significence attaching to-the anniversary,
the greater part of the proceeds from the surtex wes handed over to the Netional Histow
rical Society. Part of the remainder was credited to the Netional Festival Committee, —
end a portion to the fund of supplying each’ Swiss school child with en illustrated +
gouvenir book describing the chief events of the Swiss national story, Of the lower
velue 2,377,492 stemps, and of’ the higher 2 082 337 stamps were 1ssuedo Both were print-
ed by GourVOISlero

In 1942 there were egain two stamps, the 10 Co velue commemorsabting the millenary of
the foundation of Geneve, and depicting a medieval view of the city, designed by Albert
Yersin from an old engraving., The 20 C, value, designed by Oscer Ruegg brings the
striking picture of the Soldiers. Monument at Forch near Zurich, which has the form of a
gient flame end was errected in memory of <% Swiss soldiers who lost their lives on
ac¢tive frontier service, The surtax was in 2ald of the Swiss Sameritan Scoiety, and the
revenue was lergely used for the refugees, who found a haven in Switzerland from the
belligerent countries, Printed by Courvoisier, 29535,910 copies of the lower and
251R1,847 copies of the higher value were 1ssuada A minieture sheet, incorporating the
two stamps was elso lssusd and s0ld at 2 fra,, wzth a postal rete validlty of 80 Centie
mese .

From 1943 onwerds ths Netional Festival sets bore ~with a few exceptlons- designs in
the interest of tourist propeganfa, until these designs were replaeced.by the Sports and
Gemos series of recent time,which have elso a strong appedl to tourists. We shall dosm
oribe these Issues in anothor article,
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THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR'S ‘ ;

STAMP CATALOGUE or SWITZERLAND ZZM 5‘

Sixty peges, 360 illustrations,stiff cover, listing meny varieties
Prices in £ Sterling, Limited printing. ORDER NOW at 28,94 .post free <:)4Z€i
from THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR I1D, 27 Westbury Road

Woodside Park, LONDON
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THE “STRUBELI" ISSUES

, A . 414 4 L A A4 (Continued)

'~ The distinctive characteristics of the two main silk thread papers = the "Munich"

paper, menufactured by Baverien Paper Mill Passing near Munich,

and the "Zurich" paper,

menufactured by the Swiss Paper Works An der Sihl, Zurich, are best compared by con e
trastic their reactions under examination under the Quertz lamp, the microscope and the
woight belance, Here are the results of such an examinetions

(A) Munieh paver
Under the Quartz lemp, yellowish, lighter
or derker according to the various delivew
ries, but always yell owilsh,
Under the microsdopes the paper reveals a
gomposition of silk and linnen rage.Fibres

Ldurioh peper

Under the Quartz lemp, gr e y 4 s h,
derker or lighter, according to delivery,

‘but definitely not yellowish. :

Under the microscope, the pulp is shown
to be composed of short fibres, and it is

aere long, and there is very little eddition~
el loeding substence,

The weight of the stemps varies almost 100
per ¢ent, Thus it has been detected that the
woight of the 40 C. pale yellow green varies
between 25 and 45 milligrammes,

Hend=mede: These properties indicete thet it
is of the nature of a paper mede by hand,
~mdthout the aid of machinery.Paper trade

: ssrts confirmed this supposition.

heavily loeded with additional materials,

The weights very to the extent of about
30 per cent. For example, the 5 Centimes
derk brown varies from 42 to 54 milli =
gramnes o N

Maohine~madet This is without question
a machine~made paper, although it caunnot
be establishel by documentary evidence,
a8 the records of the S5ihl mills no longe
o : : er exist, ,

- The silk threeds in the Zurich paper react as follows under the Quartz lemp:

The g r e e n thread appears clear, like phosphorrescent figures of a luminous watch

" dlale The r e d thread appeers dark redy end the b 1l u e threed appears so pele as.
to be mearly invisible. For those lucky collectors who have the opposrtunity of using
8 Quertz lemp the following observations ocan be noted: The stemps should not have been
cleaned nor subjected to demp or any chemicel product. Soep leaves in the paper a
residue which modifies the fluorescence under the lamp, Peper affected by humidity will
ﬁppear.yellaw,andkblotohedeith yellow, which may be very misleading in the case of the
greyish Zurich paper. , _

' The problem of Pelure paper, It should be noted that the "pelure" paper ("Seidens
papier"), montioned in certain catelogues end handbooks must be considered as Munich
papere In the classifiocation which follows we do not consider stamps of this kind as a
gpecial issue, but only as a paper variety. (Editor's notes Zumstein hes at various
times listed the very thin peper as a special issupy for instance in the Speciel Catoe
logue of 1949 under Nrs, 23E and 27E, But in other editions it was abandoned, and it is
onestionable whether the two stamps, 10 Rpe greenish«blue with rod silk thread, end 1 F,
_ iy=violet with yellow tlmed, ere in fact separate issues or only peper varieties of Nrs,
28C and 217D)

‘One great and common fallagy is to believe that either the Munich or the Zurich paper
ip "wooly" or soft. On the contrary, both papers are quite stiff. Copies which appear 4o
be "wooly" to the touoh have been sosked in hot water, or cleened with soap or other
oleansing medis, Once you clean your "Strubelis" in such & thorough menner, the original
foundetion of the pulp k..t is destroyed, the fibres are loosened from the pulp, the
peper is losing its weight, and it becomes extremely difficult to escertain the origin
of a single copy in question. ’

! The next instelment will deel with the different printings and describe the mein
cheracteristics of the Munich and the Berne printingse.. .

0000000000000 0NREON0DR0DOODLOCCORD0OD0309NOOL0OGCENEVOOOP00LCAVEREO0CREO00DCO0RO0OLO0CO0O0OOETD

PIPTY YEARS A SWISS STAMP DEALER (Continued from Page One)

i?hnong popular offers were reconstructed sheets of the 40 types of the Rayom issues,
end many are offered in my early pricelists., A teble of 40 Rayons light=blue cost then
45¢mf o, of Rayon IT, 30.~f, and of the 15 Rp.Rayon III even only 16+ f. for the lot!

'0f course, deslers did pick up bargeins too. I remember one I bought.myself from an
impoverished'Hungarian baron, It was o megnificent and famous collection of the ear}y
issues of Naples, housed in several volumes. I peid for it 15,000 Swiss francs, teking
quite & risk as this was a great lot of momey in those days. I sold it gt a modest prow=
£it, Today the value of such a collection would be at leest half e million Swiss francs,
end collection of this kind hardly exist anymore. I also acquired the fa@cus collection
of Count Mini of Milan, which conteined en enormous accumuletion of Italian States and
meny other Europesn clessics, in finest condition, including meny blocks,strips and an
arrey of raere postmarks, I remember my business visits to the South of France, where
collectors used to exchange stemps "colour against colour", e thing impossible to
jmagine in present days., Sometimes a rare stemp was given for e common one, be?ause the
" sollector just fancied the colourcee (& further instelment of Mr.Lochers memoirs will
: ' be published in next month's News Letter).




, j ‘ . A5 1952 SUBSCRIPTIONS (7s.6de)
FROM THE COMMITTEE & i mos o sasoany a-cirdoss
R ¢ will members,please,remit to me
as soon ag possible, For Members
+ with Deposit Accounts, the sube
goriptions will be automatically

oBITUARYj

The Committes ennounce Withjdeépest regret the
death of three Members, who heve pessed ewey
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during the last few weeks, deducted.

Mr Wilfred FENTON of Eccleshill,Bradford,joined Ao Jo Harding, -
the "Helvetie" in 1947, and was for five years Honorary Treasurer,

an enthusiastic end loyal Member teking s lively 8l,Somerset Way, Iver,

pert in all our ectivities, Our deepest sympethy Buckse ‘
goes to his widow,Mrs Laura Fonton end hor deugh=Roo00000000008000000000n00000000000008

tero MroF oG BERTHOUD,0f Folpham,Sussex, died in . A .

- November, soon efter entering a nursing home,where he sought treatment for a serious
1liness, He too was one of our "old guaerd", having joined the Society more than five
yeers ago, DroHeury DeKelfsof Parkstione, Dorset, who joined our Society only last
year, died suddenly on November 18, They will not be forgotten.

. NEW ISEUE SERVICE, The Pro Juvemtute set, issued on December 1lst in Berne,should
reach us sbout e week later and will be distributed to ell Service subscribers

as speedily as possible. Used sets cannot be supplied at present,but a few First Day (.
will be availeble, Those members who ordered the LUNABA sheets will receive them tow
gother with the Pro Juventute set, which will save them exira postage.

EXCHANGE PACKET BRANCH, Wb'were able to put into cireuletion two more packets,so that
five packets will be making the rounds during December, One of the new packets starts
in N, England end then goes to Yorkshire end the Midlands, the other starts in Scotw— -
lend and will continue right to the South comst on its travels. Please, help us t¢
koep up the improved circulation by entering a few booklets., Don't think your material
is "o good", Everything is of interest to someone and among lMembers are collectors
who look not only for rarities, but also for common stemps, postmarks,slogans,colours
shades, covers, stationery, flown letters etec, Surely, YOU will have somethingz to enter,

ZUMSTEIN SPECTALTSED CATALOGUE & HANDBOOK 1952, The publication has been slightly
delayed end the publishers now say thet it will eppear during December. We ordered o
feir amount, cen still accept bookings (Price will be sbout 16/~) but printing is
Iimited end latecommers will be disappoinmted. Next edition will be in 1955...

QUR "NEWS LETTER" will appeor from Jenusry 1952 in a slightly different lay=out,the
toxt being arreanged in two columms on each pege. This should meke it possible to inclu=
de more varied roading metter, shorter articles end more "tit-bits" end reporis from
our Swiss friends, MreLocher's delightful memoirs will be continued and we haye pree
pared some very interesting end instructive articles for inclusion inm 1952,

+ The "AMATEUR COLIECTOR'S STAMP CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND" has been just publishede

T4 ean be ordered elsc from the Hom.Seoretary et the publicetion price of 28.9d. post
froe, end the Helvetia PoS¢ will receive a discount on this price. A roview (ngot by
" the Editor) will sppeer in our Januery issuce The Amateur Collector Ltd. house=orgen— .
"The Swiss Philatelist" has also appeared. It brings en inﬁeresting.artiole on Swiss.
postmarks, & report about the "Lunsbae'!, a note with good illust?athps on the Dises

of tho 20 C, Lendscape and Industry and offers of bargains. Specimen copy is free,

QEE@N'S BULIETIN Noell for November 1951 . reachod us togethor with a 24 psgos strong

Price List of 1952. The "Bulletin", as ususl, brings a wealth of interssting articlos,
including en interesting "Letter from Switzerland" by GelMueller,an erticle on '"Lore

end History on Swiss Stomps", insstwatfiwenotes end tho friendly editorial chetd by -
Mr Thomes Groen, s woll as a pege of special offers, It is worth every pouny of {6
helf-crown Mr.Groon asks as a nominal subsoription for o whcle‘yearo MroGreenfc_
price 1ist is tho result of erduous compilation end lists all issues from.?h?‘ Canto=
nels right to this year's Pro Juventute. Mr.Groen will gladly send 2 SPGQFiéen copy
of the "Bulletin" to eny Switzerland collectors, who does not know it yeotg

THE FIRST DIE OF THE 20 G, INDUSTRY AND IANDSCAPE, When it was diwcOverdd a few

months ago thet this étamfmﬁad two printings end two different dies, the price ?or the
"first printing" stomp asked in Switzerland wes very h%gh, around 40 frsf But with
more copies found in dealers stocks, it has quickly climbed down. The Edltgr wants to
gay that the price of £ moentioned in the new Catalogue 18 too hlghﬁo%O/L would bo

0 COrTeCt,

IF YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE "NEWS LETTER" WHY NOT SEND FOR A

sk GREEN'S BULLETIN

which conteins erticles of importance to the specielist, general articles, now
igsuo notes, market commentory,detaills of new slogons used, special offers of .
stomps  covers etc. from the LEADING SPECTALISTS IN STAMP DEALING IN THIS COUNTRY

- THCMAS D, G RER N, P,T7.8,, St.FORD, ELTE, FIFE, SCOTLAND
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