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LW.NGNAU  
Flight,4,V013  

SAA P G E 4  

PIONEERS OFTHE SK  
FOURTY YEARS OF SWISS AIR MAIL  

(continued)  
On March 30th,1913 the Flight meeting at Herisau  

was to take place, and in addition to an attractive  
vignette, a postmark with the inscription "II,SCVEIZER  
FLUGPOST HERISAU" and the date "30,112.13" was duly  
prepared, But because of bad weather the flight had  
to be postponed for the next day. The postmark was  
thus used with the wrong date, on the 31st of March,  

The flight was made by the pilot M.Favre over a  
distance of abt.10 kilometers (abt e6 miles) along the  
river Glatt, from Heriseu to Niederglatto An official  
postcard, with a picture of a 'plane over the Santis  
bears the inscription "Flight Meeting Herisau, in aid  
of the National Fund for Military Aviation". Altoge•  

ther 2,179 postcards and letters were carriod,although  
about 5,000 vignettes (out of 10,000 printed) were  

sold at the meeting, and 1,300 afterwards. The remain-
der of the vignettes was destroyed. Both, mint vigne..  
ttes and flown items are now not easy to come by,  

particularly the ligkt.blue label,  
as distinct from the dark—blue one *  
In April of 1913 two more meetings  

were held. One on the Nth at Aarau,  
the other on the 27th at Liesthal o  

The Aarau flight was to Olten and  
Lenzburg, over a distance of nearly  
16 kilometers. The pilot was Oscar  
Biber. The vignette shows a 'plane  
over the peculiar truncated tower  
of the medieval town...hall. Two  
postmarks were used, a metal one in  
black or blue (rare) and a rubber  
one in blue or violet (both v.rare).  
We published a picture of the vie.  
nette in the November issue(in 1952)  

on the frontpage of the Helvetia News Letter,,  
Seven different picture postmards were issued,some  
without showing any connection with the event. The  
total number of flown letters and cards was 4,400 0  

The "Aviation Day" at Liesthal culminated in the  

flight to Rheinfelden, over a distance of abt,10 lem.  
Biber was again the pilot and carried 3,800 pieces  

ED/TOR/At  

OUR LIBRARY  
Entering the seventh year of  
the existence of the HELVETI&  
PHILATELIC SOCIETY, we can  
discard any idea that we may  
become stagnant in our activi..  
ties. Proof: Another important  
service for a 1 1 members is  
being established.  
From modest beginnings we  

have accumulated the nucleus  
of a LIBRARY which covers many  
fields of Swiss stamp 
ilag oand .-we hope. will grow  

o the best Swiss philatelic  
library in this c ountry .  
Many members joined "Helvetia'  
as beginners,and have advanced  
over the years into the realm  
of specialisation. To ther;ithe  
new Library Service will be of  
particular importance,as  well 
as to those who can not come  
to our meetings, attend displays  
and lectures.  
In addition to purely philate•  

lie books and pamphlets,we have  
included general works on Swiss  
history, topography,art and  
economy, because we know that  
many members are keenly interest-
ed in Switzerland and her pee.  
ple.  

Some of you may have books on  
Swiss subjects, cuttings from  
philatelic and other magazines,  
which you do not particularly  
want to keep. Please, send them  
to the Hon.Librarian, so that  
they can be included in the new  
Library and ma..e available to all 

 

our members.  
LIBRARY ANNOUNCEMENT & LIST  
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W HAT  TO LOOK  FOR IN 	 PIONEERS OF THE SKY (From Page ,)  

CAN'ONAL w.w.i^wwww..waw.r.r^u..f.^.ww.n.w^r+srn ,- 	
f mail, including a number of GEN T  ,._.INE  o 

 _ 	 official postcards bearing his  

By J. H, SHORT 

GENEVA SMALL EAGLE(Zum,5, S.G03) 

Size 17 by 192- millimetres. 
No crown over eagle's head,  
The wing is - um. from the  
inner frame line, the tail  
touches the line,  
Points after "5", "Geneve"  

	

"y 	and "Cantonal", but no point  
after "C"  
Right wing of the ribbon  
does n o t touch frames- 
line. There are twenty vent- 

	

` 	leaf lines in the right half  
of the shield, the first is  

slanting,(not counting the frame lines), IHS is in  
the centre of rays, Rays enter frame towards the  
inscription in the ribbon. There are 49 rays in the  

glory, The "P" i Poste at back of head cuts into +he  
inner frame line at left. The cross stroke in "G"  
of "Geneve" touches the "e", The second "e" in "Gene- 

} A fortnight later,on May 18th, ve
►►  

has a distinct 'accent grave". The point after 	Biber flew with his monoplane  "Cantonal" almost touches the foot of the "1". 	from Sitten (Sion) to Siders in  
GENEVA LARGE EAGLE (Zum 06 S.G,4 e 5) 	 ' 

3#alais, over a distance of 16 km  
(abt,l0m,) along the route of the  

Size lei by 19i-millimetres, The long upper stroke of Simplon express,The vignettes  

"P" touches the thin inner frame line, but does n o t issued for the Sion meeting  

out it.-  ' The "e" in Poste and the "e" of "de" differ, differ as regards paper, some  

The "de" is nearer the "G" than the "e" in "Poste". 	are on glossy chalk paper, the  
Three rays of the glory pass between the "e" and the ;other on ordinary mat paper.They  

"G". The ray touching the "G" is shorter. There is a ' show the aircraft over Sion,with  

point after "e" of Geneve, but n o points after the the mountains framing the Rhone  

"5" and "C", the point after "1" in Cantonal is near ;valley, Of the 4,000 vignettes  

the frame line. The wing of the eagle touches frame printed, .1600 were sold at the  

line, except the top feather, 	 meeting, The postmark inscribed  
There are 17 lines in the right half of the shield - 

"POSTE AEBIENNE SUISIE" and d  
not including the frame line, 	 was the first airmail postmark  
Upper right fork of the ribbon cuts into the inner in the French language. Three  

frame line, IHS is in smaller letters, there are no official posteards,one with the  
stops between, There are traces of the same letters, 

He
portrait of+Biber were issued, + 

much larger, which have been badly erased, The five 0  
nearly straight feathers in tail do not touch the frame The next flight was in June, 

Cancellations: Geneva rosettes, in red, in black, !from Lugano to Mendrisio (Tici- 
with date stamp in red, Geneva grill in black, PD in }} no). The vignettes and flown 
circle, red,blaok or blue, Confederation grill in blues letters are the groat rarities 
or black, 	 l of the Swiss Pioneer airmail.  

MOW 	The Valuation will be accepted as lowest bid, but r 	
it is advisable to make slightly higher bids to 

secure the lot, All lots are sent "on satisfaction" and can 
be returned,but reg.postage and 6d. must be paid as refund, 

Description 	 Lowest Bid 
ORTSPOST 22 Rp. Cross without frame,Zum.133II -
unused:,but probably cleaned,cat £ 55- (Certif) £ 5,5.0  
13 on 12 0 Helv,Zum.133 mint half-sheet of  
50 stamps,showing minor varieties(cat.£2)...., 18/.. 
1 on .2 C,Tellboy,Z.132 Half.-sheet of 50  
showing minor overprint varieties ............. 5/-  
Pro Patria Miniature Sheet .................... 10/6  
Bern .nxmtvers.1941,Conapl.sheet of 25 stamps  

with Variety "Spider on hammer".,,.••., o .,,a 17/6  
Compl.booklet page with Z.10 06-tenant porno,. 74*  
5 F. ultram,Zum 30 fine mint (c at M..2, 0) .00.  18/- 

10 F. purple,ZLmt.131 fine mint (oat,£2.5,0).,,. 38,4•  

portrait. The vignette, sold at  
30 0, was printed in 5000 copies,  
of which 3,800 were sold at the  
meeting, and the rest disposed of  
later,  

On May 4th Oscar Biber under.  
took a more ambitious vonture,a  
flight over nearly 30 Isar (18 m.)  
from Langnau in Emmental to Berne.  
The vignette (see illustration  
on page 1) shows an aircraft  
over clouds, rather reminiscent  
of an atomic `explosion. Of the  
4,032 vignettes printed 2,050  
were sold, 282 destroyed and the  
rest of 1,700 is kept in the  
archives of the Feldriflemen  
Society and must net be sold,  
Biber carried 1,800 pieces of  
mail, including a number of the  
two different official postor4s,  
The postmark, inscribed "ERS2,  
FLUGPOST LANGN.0 1,E..-BERN" and 
date, was applied in-. black.  

Many members have asked  
that the Postal, Auctions  
discontinued a year ago  
should be restarted, 
We are Making an experi-
ment this time, but the  
Auctions can only conti-
nue, if members enter 
lots in future. These  
should be sent to the 
Editor ,Mr.E.H. S p i r o  
111,Bushey Rd., S.W.20  

TENTH  
P 0 S T A L  

AUCTION  Lot 
1  

2  

3  

4  
5  

6  
7  
8  
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TELLE 01 * EL I SSUFS  

shades are between dull yellowish orange and dk. 	Wir can assure them that our orange,  
The most interesting, but alas very expensive 	Postal Service will give than 

variety is a double rint particularly distinct 	the same quality 8: satisfaction 

by the double outlines of the faoe,eyes and none 	Their future enquiries are  
of the Tell boy. The missing right eye occurs in 	 welcome 
this value too, and there are minor flaws, such 	THE 	TEUR COLLECTOR LIMITED 
as a "scar" over the right eye, defect figures,  

and lines and spots. 	 27, WESTBURY ROAD,  

Two entirely new values appeared in 1918 - the 	L 0 N D 0 N,N.12 
2i C. claret and the Ti C. grey, both in January, 
but followed in July of the same year by another  

— -ype of the 7-C. These rather awkward denomina*  
,ions » never popular with the public and even  

much less with the post office clerks . became  
necessary because of increases in postal rates 	The PTT extended the sale, of the  
for printed matter and postcards, 	 ,inter charity set,which was to end  
The 21C was printed in 25 million copies from 	December 31, for another months 

the Type III design, and the shades vary from !and the Philatelic Agency will even 
dull lilac to saturated claret tint, Owing t o  icontinue to sell it until February l o o  
light or heavy inking the tiny + figures appear !AMORE 20 C.LANDSCAPE VARIETIES  
variously- heavier or thinner, particularly the 2 This 1949' value with its double^prin.Ls,  
and specialists will have to distinguish between! plate differences and varieties has 
them, The broken cord occurs in this issue, as do become something of a philatelic nuii 
some minor varieties, mainly defect figures and seance. Now yet another major variety  
letters, lines, spots and in some sheets a rather is reported by our Berne corrsspon 
fat white frame line in the left hand lower framed dent, The wall of the dam shows a 

The TiC value was printed originally,in January, number of breaks, between 1Z  to lima 
from the Type III design in 34 million copies. Tong. The PTT confirms the flaws and  
Shades range from light to darker grey, Some of says that they have now been correct* 
the more important Varieties are s Broken crossbow ed by re—chroming of the cylinders,  

a the left; the 1 in 2  very thin;. top part of THEM&TIC EXHIBITION IN BERNE 
the arrow missing, There occur also the familiar  
white lines and spots. 	 /The Second Intern.lViotii-Philately Ex..  

In July a new very much larger printing was made hibition will take place in Berne in  

from Type II design, In fact this design differs Maya Swiss stamps with their heraldic  
somewhat from the oldII,, and the main cliff °. flower, costumes and historic designs 
rences between the two *values are as follows: will occupy a prominent place among  

January printings 	 July printings 
the exhibits, 

^.:--^ 	 °°°°  (EEN.'S BULLETIN for 	ry Janua  
( Type III, Zum,138" B) 	(Type II, Zum. 138 ^) 	 "^`^^"T  contains interesting contributions,  

Middle stroke of E long Middle strck ,  of E short including an article suggesting a new  
Bow of crossbow flat 	Bow of crossbow round methodxof classification of the  

Figure 7 shorter,tick 	Figure 7 smaller top I"Strubeli" issues,with which probably  
Frame thicker 	 Frame thinner 	not all specialists will agree, But 

The second printing in Type II was made in 160 leven so it is worth careful atten•' 

 million copies, of which 2,500,000 were overprinted tton„ Mr Green reports about his  

with "5" in 1921, ain varieties are as follows 	visit to the Yorkshire Group of our  
White circle at the end of the cord at right; 	i Society in January, A useful list of  Slogan postmarks and a supplement con- 

 E SHOD LIKE  
B r^ E.H. ( continued) 	r ` 

To comply with the regulations of the Universal 	 +  
Postal Union, the colour of the 3 C, was changed w 	the many hundreds of 
in February of 1917, to brcwn.orange. The design r 	clients, old and new 	al is similar to second issue of the 3 C. violet, 	who kindly visited cur  
namely Type II, Altogether 120 million stamps 	Stand at the National 
ware printed, but about 4 million were subsequent 	Stamp Exhibition last  
ly oVerprinted Owfth 40) in 1921„ The recognised 	month at Westminster!  

defect 2 ini.; only part of the handle of t he 
	taming the continuation of the list:  crossbow visible; figure 7 very thin;lines & spots 

f Automobile Post Office toured tip  
(To be continued) 	

' the most readable house-or:an . 

weeeeeeeeeeCieeeeeeee'Deoreo moe014e,eelmezroe00000eeoraeee+0Ge000000001)?0evaemeeC?er4000C'vaeeee  

A V! NEW-APPROVAL S 	CE 
OF THE STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND IS NOW OPERATING 

g The following approval selections are ready 
for despatch Postal Stationery, "Standing 
Helvetia" retouches & varieties, covers and 
also the usual sendings-made up to order.. 

TOMAS D. GREEN ®  
The leading specialists 	Le  

in Swiss stamps dealing in  
this country  

WADESLEA • ELIE FIFE .Scotld.  n  
ntannzonnr.<n»r ta.an ,0 ,. nneArarPoPo,!>,n_neow  



F,N0M THE CoJ wz2rEE  
Notice is hereby given (Rule 24) that  

t SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING`  
will be held on Tuesday, March 3rd,1953  
at The Swan,,C.osmo Place,Southampton  Row  
London,W,C,l  
Agenda: Altérations of Rules.  

' By Order of the 
ommittee: -

Feb.2,1953 	E.J.Rawnsley, hon..Sec...  

The 'Special General Meeting (combined with. the  
March meeting of the London Group),was palled  

eQ that a resolution, for..the alteration of the  
present Rules, which, proved in practice to be  

too elaborate and,'lengthy,oan be movedq It.will  
bé of short ' duration  on1.y'ö 
H LVETI, LENDING L 1 •( RA RY.  

Hon.Librari an: NMrs.E.J. RAWNSLEY  
32,Ethelbert Gärdens,'_IlfordsEssex  

RULES FOR LENDING  

EXCHANGE PACKET BRANCH  

IMPORTANT t  
Mr. Spiro has npw transferred all.  
matters- rel a;ting-to.--the..Exc.han  
Packets to Mr.' P. S t r a t t o n  
60 ,Regency Street,London, S. W.1,  
and returned all booklets in  
his possession and settled all  
'payments with owners.  
As,Mr,Spiro desires to close aIl.  
accounts and dispose of records  
any Member who believes to have  
an outstanding claim must noti+.  
f 	Mr, Spiro at once,  
Mr Spiro will not accept any  

responsibility for claims after  
the 28th February 1953, having  
as far as he was able to ascer-
tin, settled everything in . 

full order.  

Mestere desiring to borrow. € _book,pamphlet: or `" 
article, should write to the- How.Librarian,stating  
the correct title and author, Only one item at. a.  
time will be lent,, but members can asked for other  
titles to be reserved. If the title is "out", the  
name of the member is put on a waiting list.  

. ,The Borrower accepts full. responsibility' for loss  
and damage of any item borrowed, He must not retain  
any item for longer than l4 days. On returning it  
tat* 'Hon.Librarian the LENDING FEEL of -6d-.- snd.--
forvarding registerèd postage must be enolosed.The 
Borrower will be notified on receiving the library  

item hoer much the amount of the postage is, and be  
` ll 'also pay the return postage..All items must  

be dispatched by Registered Mail. 
FIRST LIST  OF LIBRARY TITLES AVAILABLE  
/1irwMN^11'^1R-A........... 	 IN^f^IMr/Rl^ 

04p4ements,to this List will be published from  
time-  to time in the "Helvetia' Nows Leiter"),  
Zumstein's,' Specialised Catalogue of Switzerland . 

end Liechtenstein, XIlth edition,1949  
Zumstein's.Catalogue of Postal Stationery,4th Ed,  
Amateur Collector's Catalogue of Switzld, 3.953  
Zumstein'a Simpi.Catalogueo.1949, 1950., 1951,1952  
P.T.T., Hundred Years Of of Swiss Postage Stamps,  

18430-1943, in french)  
`Swiss Air Mail Catalogue l949latest edition, 

published by the Swiss Aergphilat•Society)  
S.Philips., How to Write up and Mount a Collection  

- 	N ROU 
A -  well;-atteed meting enjoyed  

a most interesting, display given  
on February :3rd, by Mrs.Rawnsley  
on "Swiss.Heraldry.on Stamps",  
Members admired the artistically  
written up and illustrated pages  
giving a, scientific . survey of . all 

 

Swiss coats: of arms and their f as..  

The next' meeting ois on MARCH 3rd  
at The:;Swan,Cosmo Pl.,Southampton ;  
Row,W.001. There will be a .display  
"Landscape Issues", including the 
essays and artists' designs.; . 
Members are advised not:te miss  
this interesting evening,  

r : i : S r s:trti ^ i:: s t: f t ::. : P :Stt• r ^^^ 
THIS IS THE LAST REMINDER TO ST  
MIN 

.SUSSCCUPT/ON  

for 1953 (7s.6d0) to the Treasurer  
Mr.A.H.H(RDING, 31,Somerset Way,  
Ivor, Bucks,  
ssssssmsrttssst:::::::ss:::s::srs: 

O 	H 	: .  
Hon.Seo.G,F.ElUe, "Lynwood",Park Lane  

Bothwell , near Leeds 

P.T.T. Diary for 1952 	 The next meeting will take place on  
P.T.T. Diary for 1953 	 Saturday,Marah Zth,at 2015 pm. at  
Botrand,' memorial Philatelique, Switzerland etc, 	Mr.J.N.Highsted's residence, when 

1934. (in French, with useful colour plates) Mr.U..T.F,Gosling will give a talk  
Dr Ful.pius, La Poste.a Geneve de origine a 1851, 	and display`oh:"The Issues for the 

(two volurses, . in French, 1943) 	 25th. Anniversar  of the U.F'.U.  
lH,Broi.11ot, "Les Rappen", Methode practique de„,roman „w,-- -..-..,.w,....... 

olassoment,. '1943 (in French)  
H.Gaudard, Designs. for Swiss Issues 1936-41, 	SWITZERLAND.- a short survey (English)  

(published by PTT, in . Engii:sh) 	 Swiss-Art and--Antiquities , .(English)  
Development of the  :Postmarks in the last 100 years, Art in Switzerland (English)”  

(publ.by PTT, 1949, in German) 	 ..Switzerland, Land of P eace and  
A,SJ3.11ender, The Cantonal Stamps (1920,in English 	Liberty, by R,du Traz (English) 
Bi11ig, The Oval Poattnarks of Ticino (French & ,Germ , Swiss Textiles (English)  
Ruttitenn', Standing Helvetia Issues (1950, Gertn) 	Switzerland and her Industries 

• K.Hoffdann, , Standing Helvetia Isaues((1950, German) 	 (English) : . 	. 
A.Auborson,' Swiss.Telegraph Stamps 1950,i4 German 	Swiss Trade and Industry (various 
Zumstein, "Postage"Dues 188&-19o9 (1950,in Germ an) 	issues of the monthly magazine) 

, Girsewa:Id,.A Study of the Issues 1843-185&' (German) Swiss Watchmaker's Art (English)  
.,PTT, A roriuvy of Swiss Alpine Coachi"T,nes (Er i.sh) Various Tourist Propaganda items.  

c. . ; 
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,SOD WORK  
We read often in the  
stamp magazines of.the  
"d=stinguished philate.  
lists", who are refeued  
to with an awe,uaually  
reserved :or the Lord ` 
Chancellor,the Presiden  
of the_ Royal Chirurg oa  
Society,or the inventor  
of the jet engine,  
But "rank and file°  
collectors are doing  
often excellent work in  
the interest of our hobb  
without the sound of  
fanfares and the beat  
of drums.  

,F off  o  TAYLOR, of  
gitiliatham was recently  
awarded - the Upton Medal  
by the Norwood •Phil,S.,  
for the best ..6 sheets  
exhibited in the annual  
Competition. Mr0MoKenzi  
Of Aberdeen,was,asked to  
providean exhibition o  
Switzerland for this  
year's' Philat.Congress>y.  
and is showing a fine  
display of Rayon I i:ssu  
Mrs.E of .Raw nsley was in-  
vited to represent our  
Society at a meeting of  
the Chelmsford PhiloS.,  
1Ir.P,Stratton acted as  
adjudicator at a well  
attended competition of  
the-Ilford Phil,Society.  
All these keen members  

of our Society keep the  
"Helvetia" flag flying,  
and we are pleased to  
put their splendid work  
and achievements on re.  
cord and tender to them  
our cordial oongratula«.  
tions and thanks of all  
Switzerland collectors.  

FORTY YEARS arADVIASSAZRMAL  

1:-I F 	U GANO  

(continued)  
The pioneer flight from Lugano to Mendrisic - the southern  

most village of Switzerland • on June Bth,1913, provided the  

rarest of all semi'.official pioneer stamps. Only 4,000 were  

printed by the Seoieta Typografica, a small local printing  
works at Lugano, and the job was not very elaborate. The label  
shows apart from the inscription LUGANO 1913 and the words  

"Pro'Aviazione.Nationale", only  
the value (25 C.) and a little  
ornament, thus contrasting with  
the artistic designs 'f other  
flight labels.. The printing was  
rather. poor. The labels printed  
in small sheets of 10 .. five ho.*  
rizontal, pairs > shows different  

colours even on the same sheet, ranging from gree^red«grey to  

darker green ..  red and reddish/grey,, and green-redgreenish.  

The colour differences were caused by running ink and uneven  
inking. The perforation is rough, the labels poorly centred.  
The pilot was l  ..Maffei, and he Carried 7,000 pieces of avail,  

so that well over 3,000 were accepted without the labels. As  
there were too few labels available, only a handful remained . 
unused, snapped up by collectors looking far ahead. This then  

aoobunts for the fact that the mint labels are valued at twice  
as much as the used ones on flown lettérs, and are not oataw  

lag&ed 450 frt. each. And it also accounts  
for many forgeries of the labels, some of  
which are nearly perfect.  
Three different postcards were accepted.  
for conveyance. One, usually described as  
the "official" postcard, shows an allego•-  
rival female figure, carrying a torch,and  
the coat of arms of the Canton Ticino.  
The other vas the postcard used for the  
Berne flight in March, issued by the  
Swiss National Fund. The third • issued  
with three different local views was. sold  

SOLOTHURN LABEL by the Pro Patric society. The views were  
as dollowa: (a) Locarno,with the abbey of  

Madonna del Sasso, (b) Bellinzona with castle, and (c) Lugano  
with San Salvatore,  
An excellent study about the Lugano label and its forgeries  

was published in the "Berner Briefmarken Zeitung" in 1927.  
The last pioneer flight, for which a special label was pro•  

duaed took place on August 17, 1913 from Solothurn to Weisser:.  



FAMOUS SWISS ONSTANPS  
By` J.J.P,WILLMOTT`  

iii:, NICHOLAS VON DER FLUE (Bro.ICLaus)  

who is portrayed on the Pro Juventute stamps 
for 1929 and 1937, was born in 1417 in Un*.  
terwalden,and became a peasant farmer with  
a wife and family, At the age of SO,however,  

this deeply religious, man decided to become  
a hermit, and'for the next twenty years he  
lived in a small cell at Saehseln., and his  
only sustenance was said to be the Sacra*.  
ment, Deeply respected for his piety, his  
advice was much sought'after,He was also a 
political genius, deprecated all interfe-
rence in foreign affairs, and was probably  
the first advocate of a policy of neutram  
lity, which has stood Switzerland in such  
,good stead in modern times. His statesmen..  
ship was of a conciliatory nature and he  
endeavoured always. to bring about a compro-
mise when_politiaal feuds or even warlike 
actions started among his compatriots, 

In 181, : the victorious Cantons :  were  
planning adloser defensive alliance. 

(Turn to Page );  
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FROM PAGE ONE) 
W H A' T TO L 0 0 K FOR  I N 	stein. he label, sold at 50 0Q, was prin.  

ted by G.Fentzling, Solothurn, in brownred. 
The design the Stiff Church, the landmark 

_^ 	of the city , with the 3„700 ft •high Weiss..  

No.3 (Seventh Year)  

GENUINE CA 
By J.H.SHORT  

DOUBLE GENEVA  

   

This strange issue had its origin in  a  
suggestion by Mode.Candolle made to the  
Geneva Grand Council. As an inducement to  
people to use stamps •- up to then it was  
regarded' not polite to pre•.pay a letter,as  

most people used to pay the postman for the`  
delivery « the double stamp was sold at Boo  

so that anyone posting a stamped letter  
saved 20. while the charge,:for payment on  
receiving it still remained at 100. The  
reason while the stamp was made up of two 
halves was that the local postal rate ... ; 
within the city's boundaries was only'5o0,  
but outside the city 100. In stead of prin  
ting two stamps of the two denominations,  
the thrifty City' fathers decided that one  
stamp could be cut in half for local mail,  
The main characteristics of the genuine 

ste np are as follows: .  
BOTH.HALVES: Thirteen - vertical lines in  

right half of the sheild as ba0kground to  
they key, including centre. and inner frame 

 lines. 
LEFT HAND STAIMIP, Size 14 - by 3.5k ar •  

No point after Geneve, but point after "On 
very close to frame line. Centre line of 
shield penetrates to outer frame and cute` 
the "o" , in. Local. Right wing of ribbon'.  
touches the frame line.. Left hand-inner 
frame line vertical extended to .both both - top  
and bottom outer frames. 

RIGHT HAND STAMP s Size 1511-by  15 mth.-
Point.after Geneve and Point after "0"4  
about midway, Centre line of shield genet*+  
rates to outer frame and outs the "1" of  
"Looal". Left wing of ribbon teuohes the  
frame line. Right hand inner verticalfra.  
me line extendedto top outer frame line  
only. A break at top left corner,  
TOP LABEL: The 1 of 10 has a very dist  

inat and longish, oblique side-stroke, and  
it slopes up to a sharp point, There is a  
distinct stop after the 10, another after  
Cantonal, and another after - Cent. The first  
"A" in CANTONAL has no cross stroke, being  
simply an inverted V, thé first"N" is  
badly formed, having it vertical stroke  
too far to the right,  
Many dangerous forgeries,old and new,exist  

enstein in the background.  
Th.Borrer piloted the monoplane, which 

carried 4,500 pieces of mail. For some  
reason only 1,700 labels were sold, and a  
large number of letters and postcards were  
conveyed with ordinary stamps only. Hence 

 

the mint labels .. the remained. having been  

sold after the flight to stamp dealers and  
collectors . are rather common, while flown 

 

entires with the labels are worth about ten 
 

times the prioe of a mint label.  •. 
Borrer had a passenger with him, - a Mr. 

 Labarre, who arranged to be photographed, 
.together with the pilot, in. front of the 
airaraft o  This photo was taken-many days 
before the flight meeting, and sold on the  
day as an "official" postcard, _ Another post•  
card used on the day, was a photo of Borrer 
with his machine, Two postmarks or oaohets 
were applied, One (in violet), with thtt----- 7 

 inscription "SCHWEIZER FLUG•POST SOLOTHU  
WEISSENSTEIN", the other the ordinary post.• 
mark of the post office Weissenstein, on 
arrival. 	 • 

A number of imperforate labels subsequent..  
ly appeared' on the stamp market, But these  
"rarities" were,in.fact, essays or rather  
printer's waste, which the printers probab..  
ly presented to some enthusiasts, before  
the sheets were perforated,  

Four more pioneer flights took place in  
1913 from Biel to Berne, from Lausanne to  
Merges, from Vevey to Villeneuve, and from  
Grenchen to Solothurn, But. at none of these  
occasions:special stamps or labels were in  

use, although special postmarks and.oachets ;  

were applies, We will describe these four  
flight and`caohets in the concluding instal* ,  
rent of this article series.  
•.jiw:j.r$..jw j•+2r. jwj;.► jw j..j« =wn =wj w.j^rj.. j.. j*'j^ ja.j ^. 
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pyro es -- 3LLBOY ISSJE 
By E.H.Spiro 	 (continued) 

Januar 1921 brought quite an upheaval to the 
normally so steady tradition of the Swiss Post 
Office. Not less than seven stamps appeared as 
"provisioinals", with overprints of new values, 
and among them were three in the Teliboy design. 

Owing to changes in postal rates, mainly 
owing to inflationary developments during the 
aftermath of the world war, several values have 
become superfluous. But large stooks of these 
values were held and the Swiss GPO deoided that 
they should not be wasted, Moreover, the paper 
shortage made economy imperative, 

The 3 C. orange (N _o013ri), originally printed 
in 120 million copies, was overprinted with 2i, 
the obsolete value figure being covered by three 
strokes, The total stock available for over •- 
tnting amounted to just over 4,000,000 copies. 

the stamps were sheets in two different 
shades, pale orange and dark orange. ' 

The quick job of overprinting brought about 
a large number of misprints, double prints and 
other varieties, including a rather peculiar 
doubleprint, looking like 222 instead of 2I-0 
Zumsteints"special catalogue lists most of these 
varieties in great detail. 

Next, the eleven years old 2 C. olive, Type 
III, was taken out from the vaults and almost 
2,800,000 copies of it converted into a 5 0, 
value by a bold red overprint. This issue is 
not as rich in varieties as the 22 on 3, one 
of the more insteresting misprints being a ; n  s• 
placed overprint exactly in the middle of the 
design, right on top of the Tell boy, There are 
also various defects of the 5. 

The third Tell boy stamp overprinted was 
rT2 0. Type II of July 1918 (which we des. . 

cr 'ed last time). On this the same 5 and stro« 
kes overprint in red was applied as on the 2 0, 
and the total issue of this provisional stamp 
amounted to 2,500,000 copies. 

4 large number of varieties, mostly mis.. 

placed and double overprints exist of these 
issue. While some are rare and rather expensive 
a collector who wants to include some of the 
varieties without having delved to deeply into 
his pocket, should watch out for minor defects 
of the overprint. I have in my collection a 
few album pages with overprint varieties of all 
these three values, none of whioh cost me more 
than a few pennies. The secret is to look care.. 
fully through duplicates and approval booklets, 
where quite often one can find these stamps, 
prices at ld or 2d., and yet discover a thick ' 

or a thin overprint, a broken stroke, and `even 
trades of a double print, 

I. was not as lucky,however, as to find one . 

of the greatest of all Swiss modern rarities, 
the 5o e  overprint on Tie TYPE III. When the 
postal authorities decided to overprint the 
old values, all stocks held by post offices were 
"galled in". It appears that a small branch P00. 
sent in a very few sheets of the Tic,  Type III 
(the original issue of this value in January 
1918). These sheets were duly overprinted, but 
it is believed that not more than 300 to 400 
of these stamps were ever issued. (To be contd.) 

Two 4aTmoTaq_AgroprINLE POSTvlARKS 
were in use for the World and European 
Ice Hockey gauges at Zurich and Basel., 
from 7th to. 15th Maroh,1953 

SPECIAL POSTOFFIOE 
was installed from: March 5 to 15,1953 
at the Geneva "Salon international de 
1'automobile", the famous motor show, 
• special postmark* was in use. 

MORE PRO'JUVENTUTE 1952 VARIETIES 
are reported by our Berne correspond. 
entse The 45th stampxon sheet B 111 
of the 30 0 value shows a deformed A 
in HELVETI&, with the cross bar miss- 
ing. On sheet B 111 of the 40 C, 
value there is a long wavy brown line 
running across three stamps •• from the 
11th etamp,beginningbelow the 2 in 
1952 through "Courvoisier" up to the 
and stamp and across the `word "Rtoeclç 
un" (designer) of the 3rd stamp and 
down to the 13th stamp. 

"ASWISS PHI04TELIST ' S" £ 25UIL. 
The Spring issue of the "Swiss Phi1a.1 
telist", the house organ of the 
Amateur "Collector'Ltd. announces a 
Coronation Competition and Quiz for 
which many prices to a total value of 
2 25 will be :awarded. R.eadere will 

have to answer interesting questions0 

FAMOUS SWISS ON STAMPS (from Page 2) 
, e..0. .000 0000'00000ç000 . 000 . 410 .00 000.. .. 

But internal differences arose over 
the sharing of the spoils of war and 
and a growing  enmity between the 
towns and countryside. Austria "' ` toh-
ed, awaiting the opportunity to occu. 
PT the country. The meeting of the 
cantons the Diet of Stens .• threat" 
ened to break up in disorder, civil 
war seemed near. Nicholas v ed,Flue 
successfully settled all difference. 
He died in 1487 w as canonized in 19 
0.y 0.0 0 . . . . 0`.0 . e 0 a'• • A. 0 0 . • • e'• . 

. P AA7NG UP - - 

TWO FINE COLLECTIONS OF  
POSTMARKS 1843 to 1882 ;  and 

of POSTAL STATIONERY of the 
19th century 

enables us to offer approvals of 
some of the finest and rarest items 

THE POSTAL STATIONERY COLLECTION 
contains a number of outstanding 
rarities to come on the market in 
many years. 

411 items are priced singly,ranging 
from those at a few pence to others 
priced at several Pounds„ 

• PPR'0VAL S  at your disposal; 

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD. 



The Editor apologises to all 
Members and Readers that the 
heading of the HELVETIA NEWS  
LETTER Is hand.drawn in this  
issue. We had ,run out of the  
printed headings, and were  
unfortunately let down by  
the printers, In order not  
to delay the publication for  
several more days, we deoided  
to use a "provisional" head,  
but the femtliar one will be  
bask ,  again with the next issue  

.  MAKING OUT CHEQUES  

The Hon,Treasurer appeals to Members  
making payments by cheques to make  
them out to the HELV'ETIA. PHILATELIC  
SOCIETY only, and NOT to him or any  
other officer personally, as this  
necessitates double endorsement and  
inconvenience at the bank.  

LONPOH GROUP  
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FROM THE COMM/TTEg  
THE SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING  

held on March 3rd. passed unanimously 
 

a Resolution changing the Rules of the . 

Society. The main object was to stream- 
line the rules. which the Society gave  
itself in August 1949, and which,though  
expertly drafted by Mr.Hopwood Sayer,  
proved in practice to be a bit too long,  
The new Rules have been now duplicated  
and are supplied by the Hon.Secretary to 

 

all new members joining our Society, In 
 

order to save money we do not propose to  
distribute them to old members, but any-
body desiring to get a copy is,of course,  
entitled to receive one, and applications  
can be made to the Hon.Seoretary, Postage  
should,however,be enclosed.  
After the General Meeting the. LONDON GROUP held  
its regular monthly meeting, which was devoted to  
a most interesting talk and display given by Mrs,  
E.J,Rawnsley.on "Swiss Heraldry on Stamps".  
Members had the opportunity to admire the beauti-
ful pages, artistically illustrated and written  
up from Mre.Rawnsley collection. She is net only  
a keen collector of Swiss stamps but also an  
enthusiastic and knowledgeable student of the 
heraldic art and was thus able to provide much 
interesting information.  

YORKSHIRE GROUP  

(Hon o Seoretarys 3.1k •Eastwood, To Saville PkoGdnsp  
Halifax) 	 by Laurence MOORE,Esq.M.B.E,  

held a well attended meeting on Maroh 7th, with 	Vie e-Chairman Yorks, •- Group , 

members from Bradford, Leeds,Huddersfield,Hal.ifax President,Leeds Phil.Society  

and Manchester. Mr,U,J,F.GOSLING gave a talk on 	Mr.Moore has one of the finest 
the 1900 issue commemorating the '25th anniversary oolleotions of Switzerland in this 
of the u,p0u0Ie  a most interesting display from 	country. All London Members are  
his collection, he ahowed;how the first plate had 	earnestly advised not to mice t10  
been produoed by the printers for this new size 	important and instructive display. 
stamps, followed this with many examples of fine  
copies of all the values, including the very rare  
No.790 - figures engraved in lines. Mr. Gosling's  
display was rounded uff by Mr.E,M.Hamilton ,viho  
showed many interesting varieties and plateflawe  
of this issue, 'including recto verso off..sets  
(Farbenabklatah) . After tea and biscuits,Mr.Gos..  
ling showed a oolleotion.of the Pro Juventute  
issues with pictures of insects, and produced  

the real inseots too, mounted in frames. . Thus hes s 	 s s 
was able to combine two of his hobbies Phi,ate« :: IF YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING 	=_  
ly and Entomology. He tells me that he has eleven:: THE "NEWS LETTER" WHY NOT SEND ss  
of the 12 insects, butterflies and moths, which as FORA, 	SAMPLE COPY OF  .• - : i 
appeared on Swiss stamps, but he even managed to :s lE B ULLETI>s:t  produced the missing No.12 which he borrowed 	s: 	 :: 
from the City of Bradford Art Gallery`. and! Museum. IS which contains articles of 	= s  

It was undoubtedly the first ever display of 	as importance to the specialist,  ss 
this kind, and Mr.Gosling says that "it was only :s general artiolessnew issue 	::  
right that the Helvetia Philatelic Society should: notes market oommentary,details ::  

have been the first to see It,0."  Mr. Gosling :: of new slogans,speoi:al offers  : 
earned the admiration and gratitude of all who :: of stamps,covers it, literature .;  

had the good fortune to see his display, and we :s FROM THE LEADING SPECIALISTS IN ::  
only hope that London members will also have one :: SWISS STAMPS DEALING IN BRITAIN ::  
day the pleasure to admire these interesting 	s sH M. 	̂: 
specimens. 	 ss 	 a:  
The next meeting of the Group will take place :: WADESLEA :: E Z I B 	: s  

on APRIL 25th, when Messre,Eastwood, Tyreman and :: 	Fife 	Scotland :s  
Wilson will give a combined display. 	 :::::::::::::::s::;::::s:ss:::::s::::  

.TUESDAY, APRIL 7-th,1953  
at 6,30 p.m.  

(The•Swan Restaurant,Cosmo-Pl.  
Southampton Row,London W0,1  
near Holborn Tube Station)  
Talk :and Display  

C4NTOiVAL ISSUES  

HELVETIA LIBRARY:  
We will include in the next issue  
of the. 	Letter" a further list  
of the Lending Library. Donations  
of books:pamphlets,cuttings from  

periodicals greatly appreciated.  

0e0WI.n0 isngc41n0-44, 41n06,24)05,2 e@+@C^ g109  (0 10) 0000  
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SWISS CELEBRATE CORONATION  

In addition to celebrations  
and church services arranged  
by- British diplomatic , and 
consular representatives  in 
Switzerland, many Coronation  
functions and parties staged  
by Swiss hotels and private  
citizens took place in towns 
andvillages on Coronation  
Day and the foregoing and  
following Sundays,  
Many Swiss citizens desired  
in this way to express their  
friendly feelings towards us  
and our Queen.  
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PRO PA'R  A 1953  

N^ 

Thi - year's National Fete set under its new  
name "Pro Patria", created last year,was issusi  

on June 1st. As since 1950, it consists of five  

values, the lowest of which is again dedicated  
to the commemoration of a historic event, the  
entry of Berne in 1353  into the Confederation. -  
The.other four val.es continue the small size  

designs - of Swiss lakes and waterways, started  
in 1952. The five attractive stamps are:  

5+5 Co grey/red, Arms of Berne and the Confederation  
(600th anniversary of adherence);  

10+10 C o  green/light green, River Reuss at Schoellenen  
Gorge (south of Andermatt) 8c Devil's  

204.10 Co carmine..brown/lielt brown, eih]. Lake; L Bridge;  

010 Co brown/light brown, a "bisse", an irrigation 
'luiice, in Canton Valais;  

40+10 C o  blue/light blue, Lake of Geneva, " 

The 5 Co value was designed by°Paul Boesch, Berne, and  
engraved by. Albert Yersin.It was printed in, combined roto  
gravure and recess on white paper in sheets of 25 stamps, 
four sheets to one cylinder bearing control numbers 1.•4. 
The printing was executed by the P.T.T,Printing Works. 
The four other values were once again designed by Prof, 
Otto Baumberger and printed in photo-gravunre on granite  

paper, lightly coated and with the admixture of red and  
blue fibres, by Courvoisier, La Chaux.de -Fonds,  
These values were printed in two sheets of 50 per cylinder  

each bearing control numbers A and Bo  
The set will be valid for postal frank*  
ing from June let until November 30th,  

1953, but will be available at Post  
Offices only until August lst.,1953 0  
The P.T,T. issued a special postmark,  
which was applied by the Philatelic 

Agency in. Berne for all mail bearing the  

new stamps on the First Day of issue. 
The. National Fete Committee issue an 
attractively designed and illustrated  

special envelope, for the purpose of First Day covers.  
ALL NEW ISSUE SERVICE SUBSCRIBERS ARE BEING SUPPLIED,  



By J.H.SHORT 

 

V A U D 

(w.AaDT ) 

Zum. No s. 
9 & 10 

SG.L1,L2 . 

 

The two values, 4 C and 5 C were lithographed 
from the same plate. 
There is a distinct and unmistakable break in 

the left top corner of the ,stamps where the top 
and side lines do n o t meet, as they do in 
the other three corners. This is perhaps the 
most 'easy test, as most of the forgeries have 
the left top corner complete or almost complete. 
There is.a fine frame line round the stemp,but 

neither the red circle nor the cross are framed. 
(It is practically impossible to make this clear 
in the above drawing on a stencil). 
There are 18 thicker shade•li.nes in the horn. 
The scroll-work on the left side touches the 
left corner of the foot of the P ` of POSTE,but no 
portion of the scroll touches the head of the P 
(as in most forgeries). Under the first L in 
LOCALE there is a little rounded knob. There is 
a stop after LOCALE. 
There are flour solid black:dots'in the scroll . 

 work, each: side of the valué.tablet. They are 
of graduated size, but none is really quite round. 
The background shading oonsists of 61 horizontal 

lines .(excluding the frame«.line) on the left side 
but of- only 60 lines on the right-hand side. 
:::::::::::::::::::zz::::2:::::sss'.:: :::s::::S::: 

THE • SWISS .PHILATELIST'S 

id25 CORONATION QuiZ  
A ::simple, easy-to-enter Competition 
The Summer Issue of the "SWISS PHILATELIST ",the 
house organ of the AWOCEUR COLLECTOR LIMITED, 
contains an interesting Quiz, with questions 
relating to Swiss stamps, designs,. postal his-
tory etc., which' every keen collector will be 
able to answer correctly, 
THREE MAIN PRIZES AND THIRTY CONSOLATION PRIZES 
will be awarded by the AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD. , 
and the entries will be judged on a point syst em 
by well-known members of the HELVETIA. PIIrL.STY. 

SEND TODAY FOR PARTICULARS OF THIS cc 
INTERESTING QUIZ OPEN TO ALL REGULAR 
SUBSCRIBERS OF"THE SWISS PHILATELIST" 

Annual Subscription 2/- postfree. _ 
THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD. 

27'WESTBURY ROAD 
WOODSIDE PARK 	LONDON N,12 

OOOOO 
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR -IN ` 0 TES 
DEATH _OF DOCTORS IERB T AflUNiL 

We announce with deep regret the death 
of Dr.Herbert Munk, the distinguished 
philatelist and author, who died at the 
'age of 78 at Lugano. Dr,Munk was the 
author of many standard works on Swiss 
stamps, and postal history, Particularly 
his great work on the Rayon issues, 
published about two years ago is now 
recto wised as a classic and outetand» 
ing text book on these difficult issues. 
MANY NEW SPECIAL POSTMARKS : 

have appeared during the last two months 
because of a series of big events in 
Switzerland. In April four very attract,-
ive►  illustrated flag eanoellations were 
issued for the Automobile Post s Bureaux, 
one commemorating. the festivities o 
the 150th anniversary. of VaUd's ekkr _, 
into the Confederation (1.244th Aprl 
at Lau®snne),one for the Zurich Sechee 
laeuten (19/20th.april),another for the 
Opening of the new Ktoten Airport at 
Easter, and one for the Indtttrial, Fair 
at . Bg1e (119.21st April). In Mai a 'flag 
postmark commemorated the Swiss . A rtiller 
ry Day at Lucerne (1547th) on..the 24th 
=Auto P.Oovisited Bellinzona for four 
days festivities of Tessin+s 150th 
anniversary of éntry into-the Cönfede.• 
ration,and on 3031st a pretty postmark 
commemorated the Zurich Fete.. 
TWO SPECIAL _ BERNE POSTMARKS •- UPU MUSE 
The inauguration of the new U.P.U.heado• 
quarters, a new fine building, was 
celebrated by a special (round)postmark 
showing the building and date .  9,V.l9! L 
Another Berne cancellation was spec *any 
created for the IMA Thematic Stamp 
hibition, which took place from the 20th 
to the 25th May. 
SWISS PHILATELIC CONGRESS IN JUN E 
The 63rd Swiss Phii,Congress is being 
held on June 27th and 28th at Wattwil 
(Canton St Gall) and all swiss societies 
will be represented. A special Souvenir 
cover was issued and the PTT provides a 
special postmark applied bye. Auto P.O. 
NtTh ERS Io  S 7E8 OF TELE SET AND P.J.  2 
The -  following off ci figu s for 
.Teleoommunication.and Pro Juventute sets 
of 1952 are announced by the F.T.T. 
TELE..SETs 5 C 2,219,660, 10 C. 18,359, 
378; 20 0. 12,315,360; 40 C, 3,220,460 
P.J.1952. s 545 C. 7,727,612; 10+10 C. 
6,281,833; 20410 C. 4'705,980; 30+10 Co 
1,343,679; 40+10 C. 1, 553,039. This 
shows that the 30 04: a stamp "with a 
future" and bet r than the 40 0,value, 

Oth ANNIVERSARY OF BERN 
On 13th and 14 June great festivities . 
are taking place at the Swiss capital, 
in celebration of the 600th anniversary 
of Berne's entry into the ' Confederation. 
A special postmark will be in use ., 

SIN_ CA\TU\AL ; 
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TELL BOY ISSt;F,S 40 Years oF Swiss Arrmail  

By E.H.SPIRO 	(Conclusion) 

There is little startling to be said about  
the remaining Tell Boy stamps, The 5 C.orange  
(Z.No.152) was issued in 1921 in 160 million  
copies, and exists in two main shades, redo.  
orange and yellow-orange. There are no major  
varieties. The colour change of 1924,the 5 C.  
violet, provides a wider fields for research.  
Of the 185 million copies printed the most  
common colour ehade is the dark-blue..violet.  
while.' the gr-  '-violet and the light bluish  
violet represent the earlier printings, Becau  
se the ink  was apt to run, a number of flaws  
occurod, particularly "thin letters", "thin  

figure", "missing left foot", etv, caused by  
the ink covering the white or lighter parts  

of the design. Of this stamp (Z.No.157) there  
is, however, an interesting perforation varie-
ty with double perfs running vertically.  

In June 1927 yet another change of colour of  
the 5 C. value was issued,owing to another in- 

e in postal rates; this time in reddish  
, of which 186 million copies were print-

ed. Shades vary from dull to dark saturated.  

The only worth while flaw is "defected frame"  
(bulging at left top and right top) . T8io 3„r, Z  
No.170. Also in June appeared a new 	C.value  

in green, ranging from bluish to very dark  
tints. (Zum.No.171). There are no major flaws.  

In j'anuary of 1928 a 22 C. stamp in brownish  
olive was added (Z.No.169) of which 6,600,000  

were issued. Three varieties worth noting were:  

Defective bow below the handle (35th stamp in  
the sheet), a deformed 2 in the fraction, and  
the fraction line in 2 higher or lower.  

The year 1930 brought the Tell Boy design to  
a close.  

In 'June two provisionals were issued, a 3 C  
overprint on the 22 C.(Z.No.l69), of which fiv  
million copies were issued (Z.No.180), and a  
5 	overprint on the '' C. (Z!o.171) of vahi  
1,200,000 copies appeared (2.No.181). The only  
flaws of these two stamps are "shifted over-
prints", some of them can be found as far as  

the centre of the stamp . Double overprints  
are printer's waste and were never officially  
issued to the post offices.  
Finally, in July.  1930, the two last Tell Boy  

stamps appeared, a 3 C. violet-blue (Z.No.182)  
and a 5 C. olive-green (Z.No.183) These stamps  
were issued on both smooth and grilled buff  

paper. ;  The 3 C. was printed from the Type II  
design, Of that stamp 4 million were printed on 

 

smooth and 3,800,000 on grilled paper, while  
69 million on smooth and 58 million on grilled  

paper were printed of the 5 C. value.  
Varieties deserving consideuation occur only 

 

on the smooth paper issues, namely bulging  
frame lines on the 11th and 16th stamps in the  
sheet of the 3 C. and a Beare) double perfora-
tion on the 5 C. Shades of both stamps range  
from lighter to dark colours.  
Four years later the Tell Boy and Tell desi  

were replaced by the first Landscapes and a  
long historic period had come on an end.  
in future issues of the Helvetia News Letter  

we will deal with the Tell issues,  

(Conclusion)  

The four last Pioneer flights in 1913 were  

-- 	

from Biel to Berne, from 
Lausanne to Morges, from 

tSt6 ^ili^USt 

 from Grenchen to So
Vevey to Villeneuve and 

BLEL -$ERP1 	 lenre 
Trz

' 

 nsportiert durch Aviaiiker Bider 	(Solothurn)  For none of  
Sonntag, 8. Jun; 1918 	them special adhesive 

labels were issued, but  

Souvenir postcards and special cachets and  

postmarks were in use.  
The Biel-Berne flight took place on June 8  
and the 'plane was flown by Bider, who took  
3,125 pieces of mail on board. The rectangu-
lar postmark (see illustration) was applied  
in black or blue, and there was also another  
cachet in use, with the three-line inscrip-
tion "ER.STE FLUGPOST BIEL BERME".The offi-
cial arrival postmark read (in circle):  
"SCHWEIZERISCHE FLUGPOST POSTE AERIENNE  
SUISSE" and date.  
On June 15 three'planes flown by Bider,  

Taddeoli and Maffei,carried 8,892 mail items  

over four flight routes, Lausanne-Morges,and  
return, Montr gwc-Morges and Vevey-IlMorges,  

though the flight is known as Lausanne to  
Morges.The circle postmark bears the inscrip-
tion "POSTE ARERIENNE SUISSE LAUSANNE" and  
date, in dark violet. On: the 22nd  
Juno, the pilot H.Kramer flew  
from Vevey to Villeneuve, with f(  
only about 293 pieces of mail, '  
postmarked with a red cachet  
(see illustration) and the ordi-
nary Villeneuve P.O.postmark.  
Many forgeries of these cancellations exist,  

and the genuinely flown. postcards and covers  
are rare and expensive. Swiss dealers ask  
about 500 f rs. for such an entire,  
Finally, on July 31st, the pilot Th.Borer  

undertook the last of the 1913 flights,fram  
Grenchen to Solothurn, again with only few  
pieces of mail (about 500). The circle post-
mark bears the inscription "SCHWEIZ.FLUGPOST  
GRENCHEN-SOLOTH," and date in violet or blue,  

the latter is the rarer. Again many forgeries  
were made, and genuine entires cost between  
400 fps and 650.fra, each,  

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§.§§  

SWITZERLAND --  

A FIVE STAR SERVICE 
*c GREEN'S MONTHLY BULLETIN  
0 MONTHLY APPROVAL SERVICE  
.Yik WANT LIST SERVICE  
A INFORMATION SERVICE  
If NEW ISSUE SERVICE  

Please write for full particulars  

THOMAS D. G REE N  
WADESLEA 	E L I E  

Fife, Scotland  

§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§§ .§§§§§§§§§§§§§Z  



HANDBOOKS (G= German, F = French)  

Basler Taube, Die Briefmarken der Stadtpost  
Basel 1945 (Bale Dove) by .A.Abele, 16 pp. (G)  

Les Timbres Cantonaux de la Suisse et leer  

Falsifications .(The Swiss Cantonal Stamps and  
their Forgeries) 1898, by. de Reuterskiold  
47 pages, .2 plates (F) . 

Be:cerkungen zur 'Poste Locale' (Notes about the  
Poste Locale issue) 1946, by Dr.H.Munk (G)  

Drucksteine der beiden Rayons I (The • Plates of  
the two Rayon I), 1944, by Dr.H'unk 	(G)  

Die Wohltatigkeitsmarken der Schweiz,1912-26,  
(The Swiss Charity Stamps 1912-1926) , by  
M.J.Bobhard, 35 pages 	(G) • 

STUDIES AND ARTICLES (A11_n English)  
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E: M. HAM/L TO/V --C/-IA/RNAAi, VOR/KSHIRE GROUP  
• 	 } 	  

Mr.E,M .Hamilton was elected Chairman of the Yorkshire Group of our Society, at its  
Annual Meeting on April 25th. at Bradford. Mr.Hamilton, whom many members know from his  

attendenoes at Annual General Meetings in London, is a distinguished collectors of 
 

Switzerland, in which country he was born. He belongs to the "Old Guard" of our Society,  

having joined it in 1947. He founded the first regional Group of the "Helvetia", that at  

Manchester, of which he was the chairman, ably supported by Mr.Hopwood Sayer as Secretary.  
For about three years, with great personal and financial sacrifices, Mr.Hamilton worked  

untiringly to keep the "Helvetia" flag flying at Manchester. But, alas, the Group has,  

it the end, to discontinue its regular meetings because .. although we have quite a number  
of keen members in Lancashire and Cheshire.. the Manchester-venues proved not as convenient 

 

to most of them as was hoped, Mr.Hami.lton - disregarding the War of Roses. then turned  

his attention to the Yorkshire Group, and beoame one of its most ardent and respected  

members, giving many interesting displays and talks. Although he had further to travel 
 

(to Leeds and later to Bradford) than any of the other Group members, he never missed a  

meeting, and his extensive knowledge of Swiss postal history is greatly appreciated by  
all members, Now the Yorkshire Group bestowed upon him a deserved honour by electing him  

to the Chairmanship. Mr.Hamilton has been a Member of the central Committee of our Society  

since its inception, and we  
oongratulate most heartäiy,both  
him and the Yorkshire Group on  
his assumption of his new office°  

The other results of the . 

elections to the Committee  
the YORKSHIRE GROUP were;  

Vice-Chairman: Mr.J.N. HIGHSTED,  
Hon,Secretary: MroJ.A. EASTWOOD,  

(who will also act as Yorkshire Hor_.  
Treasurer and Packet Superintendent)  
Hon.Publiicity.  -Sear.: Mr0U,J.F.Gosling,  
Hon.Translator: Mr.3 ,Wi:Ison,  
Hon.Copyist: Mr.J.Walter, Hon.Libra..  
Tian: Mr.F.Crowther,  

After the formal part of the meeting .,  
Mr.Eastwood showed pre-stamp covers,  
Mr.Tyreman gave a talk and display me  
the 1945 War Relief issues, and Mr.  
Wilson gave a very fine display of  
the Swiss Railway stamps and train  
and ambulant post " -rks, producing re-
levant photographs and timetables-
The new Committee is now preparing  
a interesting program ms for 1953/4  

..o-o-o=O-O' o-Olo•.O=O+-o-o-o-O►-O-O-O"O*' 

LONDON eRO Up  

OMMOMMO' i-TOMMIMMfIWR-wMNOa-W-®-MAO.- _ 	 .. 	 AV  

HELVEIIA P.S.  
LENDING L1BRAkY  
Hon.Librarian: Mrs.E.J, Rawnsley,  
32,Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford, Essex  
Lending Fee: 6d per item for  
The borrower is responsible  
postage both ways.  

RECENT ADDIT  

a fortnight ,  

: or regis-t~r.:'i  

IONS  

Geneva Cantonal Issues, a short note and a page  
of plates, from the Avery Collection, 1910  

The Winterthur 2i Rappen, an article including  
two plates, also of the 6 Rappen Zurich, 1913  

Artists of the Pro Juventute Issues, by Fred  
Melville, 6 pp.,wéll illustrated, 1929  

The two dies of the William Tell Issues, by E,  
Cheesman, 1930 and 1946  

Varieties of the 1855. Issue, 1925  

Varieties of the Geneva Bi-sected 5 Rp.1861/62  

Postage Dues, an article by P,L.Pemberton,inclo  

illustrations of flaws eto 0 , 1930  
The Zurich 1843 Issue - An Important Variety of  

the 4 Rappen, article by A.J.Sefi, 1933  

Postage Dues - New 'Varieties, article by P.L.  
Pemberton, 1938.  

The Swiss Philatelist, House Organ of the  
Amateur Collector Ltd., No. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7  
containing spv .era articles on "Postmarks &  
Cancellations","Tete Beohe","Soldier Stamps"  
"National Costumes on Stamps" eto.  

Hon . S e c ,Mr s .E .J.RAWNSLEY,  
32 Ethelbert Gardens Ilford Essex.  

The highlight of the season wee the  
meeting on April 7th, when members  
enjoyed the visit of Mr.L.MOORE,M.R.E.  
past-chaff.rman of the Yorkshire Group,  
who specially came to London to give  
a display of EARLY SWISS ISSUES,  
Mr.Moore has one of the finest Switz-
erland collections in this country,  
and we had the rare opportunity to  
ar rttve  some of the great gems.Although  
the attendance was not as large as it.  

ought to be •- maybe the fact that  
the meeting was held on Tuesday after  
:1.s ter was the reason ..there was a  

Lively discussion and Mr.Moore kindly  
imparted many interesting details and  
much instructive information.  

On May 5th the Group saw a fine  
display of AIRMAILS . The • final meet•  
ing of the season is bean̂_^ held 
ne 	

on 
Ju 9th devoted to POSTMaRKSo  
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THANKS
RIAL 	

EXChiSiVel   F.T.T. I 	THE 1953  PR) JU L.4, 	LD3SLAS  

We can disclose, by courtesy of a distinguished  
Swiss correspondent, prior to the official P.T,T  
announcement and ahead .  of Swiss philatelic jour-
nals the designs of the Pro Juventute 1953 series  
which will be issued on December 1st.  
The set will consist as usual of five values. But only the  

three middle values, 104,10 C o , 20410 C. and 30+10 C Will  
continue the Butterfly and Moths designs, which have again  
been produced by Hans Fischer, and are being printed by  
Courvoisier S,A.  

emphasises that the Federal The lowest and highest values will be in recess rotogravure,  
Council gave its approval and both show portraits, the 5+5 C. value the reproduction of  

only as an exception, and piece 
painting of a young Swiss girl by Albert Anker • a counter.  

only because of the great piece to the painting of a boy by the same artist,used for the ._ rtance of the opening same value last year, and the 40+10 C a portrait of the famous 

of the new Airport for 	Swiss painter Ferdinand Honer. Both were engraved by Karl 

international aviation. 	Bickel. These two values are being printed by the P.T.T. 

No additional charge has 	
Hodler is being honoured on a stamp on the occasion of the 

been put on, and the P,T,T centenary of his birth. He was born on March 14,1853 at Gur. 
proves their honest inten- zelen, and after studies in Geneva and Madrid,became one of 

tions that they have no 	
the most famous European painters of historical subjects. His 

desire of taking phi.late.. paintings of Swiss battle scenes are particularly well-known 

lists "for a ride°,as do 	
and several of his master-pieces were used as subjects for 

alas f so many other 	
the designs of the Historical issue of 1941, 

postal authorities* 	 Next month we shall give a detailed description of the set.  
.. .: ö: '.::: n:: i i:  

A NEVI 40 c. STAMP FOR AIRPORT OPEflNG  
A special commemorative stamp will be issued on August 29, on the occasion of the inaugu.s 
ration of the new Zurich Airport at Kioten. It is a 40 O. value - for ordinary foreign 
letter rate - and will be sold at face value without any surtax, 
It has been attractively designed by Eugene and Max Lenz, two well-known Zurich graphic 
artists and shows the long front of the new Airport buildings - reminiscent of the 
Festival of Britain South Bank exhibition halls - a modernistic structure surmounted by 
a tall observation tower, In front, next to the value figure and the HELVETIA inscrip-
tion is the bold picture of an aircraft tail, with the white cross of the Confederation 
on red background, the identification marking of Swissair. At the top the stamp is in.. 
soriped ZURICH AIRPORT 1953 0  The printing is done by Courvoisier in blue, grey, greyish 
blue and red, on white granite paper with admixture of brown and green fibres (a departu. 
re from the usual red and blue fibres). The stamp is printed in four sheets of 25 stamps 
each per cylinder, each numbered from A to D, It will be valid for postage from. the day 
of. issue (August 29th) until 31st December 1953,A, special postmark "Zurich 58 Flughafen" 

--^^^ 	 h,A 411 IISA on the day of issue('  

Although the issue of a 
special stamp for.the in.  
auguration of the Zurich 
Airport is a breach of the  
promise given by the P.T.T  
that there will be only two  
"special" issues each year,  
the Pro Patria and Juven  
Lute sets, no collector is  
going to grumble this time.  
The official announcement  



WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN 

GE JINE GA\TONALS 
00 0 00400 , 00000 , 0,0.000000000.0e0e40s0000 

By J o y. SHORT v 

NEUCH&TEL 

(NEUENB.URG) 

Zen oNo .11 

peeoeeese 

This stamp was issued by the Canton Geneva 
postal authorities and mainly used for the 
Neuohatel postal district. It was litographed 
by the Litographie Schmid at Genf,tssued in 
1850 and valid until September 30th,1854 0  
About 30,000 oopies of this 5 C ovalue were 
put into circulation. The size of the genuine 
stamp is 18-1/5 by 23-2/5 millimeters. 
The main characteristics of the genuine stamp 
are: 

A small 8 shaped ornament immediately above 
the "L" in "LOCALE"; The "0" in "LOCALE" is 
l z , high and thioker than the other letters. 
Upper point of ribbon (at the right hand end) 

touches the thin inner frame. 
The inner frame is much thinner than the 

outer frame (while in forgeries the two frames 
are usually of similar thickness) 
At the right hand upper corner the horizontal 

inner frame line is prolonged to the outer thick 
frame and constitutes a "smudged" appearance of 
the corner. 

In the left hand top corner the vertical and 
horizontal inner (thin) frame lines meet in a 
clean right angle; in the left hand lower corner 
the horizontal inner (thin) frame line starts 
almost at the outer (thick) frame line, while 
in the right hand lower corner the vertical inner 
(thin) frame line is prolonged downwards. Observe 
the differences indicated by the arrows in the 
right hand drawing above& 
Note the shadding on the ive-leaf ornaments at 

the ends of the value tablet. This shadings is 
often missing in forgeries, 
The "s" in Centimes is slopping and out of the 

alignment of the other letters. There is a point 
after "Centimes", which is omitted in many forged 
copies. 

The white cross has no frame. 
Old and modern photo-litho forgeries can often 

be recognized by incomplete or broken letters, 
particularly the "L" in "LOCALE" and misshaped 
figure "5". In genuine stamps the letters and 
the figure are, as a rule, quite clear, 

Forgeries (and also private "reprints" which 
must be regarded as fakes) are as a rule of a 
smaller size than the genuine stamps. However in 
the genuine stamps the size of the shield varies 
in different stamps on the same sheet, so that the 
measurements of the shield are not dependable. 

There exist a genuine double print clearly 
distinguishable in the upper towwthirds of the 
stamp, also a retouch of the red shield. 
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I\J O TE S o 
THE ZURICH-KLOTEN AIRPORT STAMP 

which is described on page 1 is being 
used mainly to provide revenue for the 
financing of the festivities and the 
air display which is to take place at 
the new airport on August 29th and 30th 
The original proposal that the stamp 
should have a surtax (as previous Pro 
Aero stamps) was turned down by the 
Federal Council, and there will be no 
direct revenue from the sales of the 
new stamp. But the committee of the 
air display (at which many new types 
of aircraft will be flown) is issuing 
a number of illustrated postcards and 
First Day oovers,which will be franked 
with the new stamp and cancelled with 
a special postmark. From the sale of 
these F,D,covers and postcards it is 
hoped to recoup part of the 250,000 F 
which the air display will cost. 	- 
MkNY A,TTRACTIyE SPECIAL POSTMARKS `- - 
were issued during July, on the occa..y  
sion of anniversaries and celebrations. 
Among the are several box postmarks 
for Mobile P.O.s of the Automobile 
bureaux NO .2 and 3, viz. for the Fri.-
Bourg Federal Music Fete,luly 10 m 13, 
the tercentenary of the Swiss Peasant 
Wars in 1653, applied at Ruederswil, 
for the St.Ga1l Children Fete, the 
1100th anniversary of Altstaetten,celew 
brated on July 40.?, the Cantonal Gym-
nastics Meeting at Uster (July 11/12) 
and the Cantonal Gymnastics Fete at 
Frauenfeld (July 18/19), All of them 
have attractive,illustrated designs. 
A  SWISS PH.TELIC QUIZ WITH PRIZE  ES 
WORTH i? 25 is offered to readers of 
"The 	 Philatelist" ,the houseo 
of the Amateur Collector Ltd. Most of 
the quiz questions are illustrated and 
although not difficult, will provide 
some light recreation to collectors of 
Switzerland. The publishers offer to 
all members of our Society a free copy 
of No.8 of the "Swiss Philatelist",in 
which the Quiz is published. There is 
n o entry fee, and you have just to 
drop a postcard to the publishers to -
get a copy, which also contains Bocce 
interesting articles and notes„ 
NATIONAL FETE STAMPS EXHIBITION,BERNE 
Members who spend their holiday in 
Switzerland and may visit Berne, are 
advised to see the extremely interest• 
ing special Exhibition of Nor. issues 
held at the P.T.T.Uuseum (open until 
the end of Oct ob er) 
THENITTIC PHILATELY 	 - 
One of our Members intends to fora a 
club of collectors of thematic stamps 
(showing designs such as Heraldry, 
Animals, Flowers, Religious subjects, 
Railways, Bridges, Rtvers,Lakes and 
Waterfalls, Architeoture,famous people 
eto seto.) Anybody interested in taking 
r,art shnvlr1 wr;+o •F+ fit,,• naa i _-- 
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SOME  £IW/L9EZ1 I7ARJEIYES 
The 18562 "Strubeli" or Sitting Helvetia issue provides a mine for the 

labours of a specialist, with its various printings and papers, over whose 
classification the experts will probably never agree, But apart from the 

intrioaoaes of the Munich and Berne printings, the Passing and Sihl papers, the issue 
offers a number of interesting varieties, many of which even the average collector will 
be able to spot on the stamps in his own album. Indeed, as the late Alexander J4 Sefi, 
one of the first British experts of Swiss stamps,declared some 50 years 
ago, practically every of the earlier Strubeli stamps -between 1854 and 
1856 •- shows some "vvariety", 
Most of them occur in the 5 Happen value, 

The most interesting is the peculiarly mis -
shaped letter "R" in "R PPEN", having a short 
line projecting in a downward direction from 
its left side d  
Another flaw occurs in both the "R" and "A" 

in Rappen of this value, showing short white 
lines at the right of these letters, 

Several remarkable flaws 
occur on the 15 Rappen values 
one of the most interesting 
being the "white line" which 
looks like a  projection of 
the base stroke of the "1" Above: 
in "15", another a large INTERRUPTED FRAME 
interrupilon of the lower 	Below: 
frame line. 	 WHITE LINE FROM 1 

In the 1855 Berne printing issue, apart 
from the varieties already mentioned, there 
is one major flaw of the 15 Rappen worth to 
be mentioned, Four of the letters in "RAPPEN" 
namely the R A P Pare neatly crossed out by 
a sloping white line, reaching from the top 
of the R down to the bottom of the seoond Po 
(see illustration below) 

10 Rappen value of the' 1858/62 period, which 
is usually described as the "G.issue". 

A thick dotted white line leads from the 
right hand side of Helvetia's head to the 
"0" in "CENTESIMI",loping like an arrow, 

The Sefi notes also contain some instruc-
tive material as regards the invalidation 
and destruction of the Strubeli remainders, 

The postal authorities decided on April 2 
1862 to destroy all the remaining stook of 
the silk thread issues, and on July 7th all 
the stock of the 154, .this value being 
now without any use because 

They included the following values: 
October 	November  

	

2 Rappen 00.. 	9,647 

	

5 Rappen .,,. 	7,909 

	

1O Rappen 0..0 	1,879 
Oct, 	Nov. 

18,614 00. 1,043 
185,422 000 2,972 
295,966 •00 529 

And even 42 of the "preserved" PROJECTION 
15 Rp, were finally burnt, 	FROM "A" 
The 1953 catalogue value of the destroyed 
stamps, taking the lowest quotations and dis« 
regarding any varieties would be more than 
76,000,000 Swiss frs, or £ 6,300,000 It 

WHITE LINE 
ACROSS "5" 

the four winds, the notes prepared] 
by the late Mr,Sefi provide a most 
important record of this huge and 
unique accumulation, which con-
sisted of several thousand copies 
of these stamps, including some 
marvellous mint blocks, panes and 
strip s, many of which included 
important varieties, 

The writer was fortunate to get access to 
these Sefi notes, and although many of the 
varieties described therein were since rata. 
logued by Zumstein and included in other 
handbooks on Swiss stamps, they prove often 
very enlightening, 

Also in the 5 R,value there is 
a well defined dot under the 
"eel "I" in "CENTESIMI"on the 
r: _ At hand vertical insoription 
These varieties occur in both 
the Munich and Berne printings 
which were executed from the 
same plates', 
White lines across the "0" in 
"FRANCO", some reaching down LEFT-HAND STOKE But flaws also occured in the later print« 
wards as far as the "C" in FROM THE "R" ings and a peculiar one is known of the 
"CENTESIMI" can also be 
found quite frequently, and are often over. 
looked by collectors, although some of these 
flaws are catalogues at 50 to 100 p oc, higher 
than the "normal" stamp by Zumstein's Special 
Catalogue. 
There are various breaks in the frame and 

"thick" frames on one or several margins, 
oaused by over-inking or too heavy and uneven 
pressure during printing, 
--tea the earlier 10 Rappen values there are 
ee. eral different flaws of the corner rosette 
and also broken "0"..s in "FRAN'CO" . One large 
plate break extends from above the "0" in "10' of the changes in postal 
and goes across the centre of the design to 	rates. was called in, and 
the "C" in "CENTESIMI", 	 on December 29th,the whole 
Mr.Sefi made a careful study of the flaws 	stook of 546,534 copies was 

after having acquired the collection of M ode burnt, Only 104 stamps were 
Mira,- td in 1908, and although his notes are preserved for the P.O.reoords WHITE LINE 
now more than fifty years old, they can still All the other values were THROUGH "RAPP" 
be regarded as most useful, The Mirabaud 	called in on July lst,1863 and the validity 
collection of the 1854/62 issues was probably of the whole issue ended on 31st July,l863. 
the largest ever assembled, and although it 	On two days, October 27th and November 

has long since been disgersed into 28th 1863 the entire remainders were burnt. 

000 1,178 
.00 5,335 
..0 1,943 

20 Rp, oo. 
40 Rp, 000 
1 F. 00. 

E.H.S. 
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Our next station is the Federal capital  
Berne, with many of its medieval buildings,  

NEW MEETINGS SEASON TO STMT IN OCTOBER 	streets and ancient guilt houses preserved.  
On the National Fete 20-]Oo0 value of 1943 

 

we oan see the imposing structure of the 
 

Federal, Palaoe, housing the Swiss Perna.  
anent. Nearby,to the eouth..west is Castle  
Laupen,another historic battlefield, which 

 

is depicted on the 1939 National Fete stämp °  
South of Berne, to the Bast and West  

extends the Bernese Oberland. Its centre  
is the famous and lovely tourism town of  

SHE HON.SECRETARY, Mrs oE,J Rawi sley is back Interlaken, where from the Jungfrau, the  
from her holiday, which she spent at MontreuX. Moenoh and the Eiger appear to be quite 

 

The Library Servioe is functioning again, 	near. The 10' f stamp of 1914 shows the  
maTCRts HOLIDAY. Mr.E.H.Spiro, Chairman of great Jungfrau massif. Another fine views  

our ie Editor of the "News Letter", this time from the air is on the 30 C air  

wi11 be away from August 10th until the end of mail stamp of 1941, and the Wetterhorn,  

the month on holiday, which he i.s spending in 	10 1000 ft high, is near Grindelwald rising  
Switzerland. His address will be: Chalet 	"in glaoier and snowfield in its st.perb  

Renriette, Villars sur Olmon, Vaud,Switzerland, and patient beauty",as E.F.Benson put it,  
He will be glad to hear from any member, who 	The Pro Juventute 10 C.va1ue of 1931 gives  

has any ()omission  in Switzerland, and whom he us but a glimpse of the mighty peak.  
clan assist during his stay there„ 	 The famous Staubbaoh in the narrow valley  
	 of Lauteubrunnen is one of the most recce  

A PHILATELIC   HOLIDAY   
able falls (well depicted on the 3o, st , .p 
of the 1936 postage stamp),desoending from  
a height of some 300 ft., "like the tail 

TOUR OF SIWIITZ ER LAND of a white horse streaming in the wind" .•  
said Byron.  

The holiday eeaeon being upon us, let us 	Across the Grimsel Pass (the Grimsel dam  
undertake a journey through Swiss valleys and storage lake and hospice can be found on  
climb Swiss mountain peaks .... and yet stay at the 20o. Landscape issue of 1949) a visit  
home comfortably behind our stamp albums, Indeed 2

" l'e paid to the Rhone Glacier (which  

. turning the pages of our collection we can en.. we  can find on the 15c.stamp of 1936),  
large our knowledge of that lovely oountry. 	which Longfellow desoribed 

as  lying like 
 glove with its palm downward,and the 

Entering Switzerland from Frame, as we should fingers crooked and close .. a gauntlet  
do, our first stopping place is the ancient city of ioe which centuries ago  Winter threw  
of Basel (Bale). Roman-founded, important centre down in defiance to the Sun..o" 
of oommeroe and art through the centuries, its , little to the West is the Fi^nsteraar• 
link with Britain is through the great painter 	

A. 
 towering to the height of 12,000 ft, 

(who was born in Basel in 1543) one of and in this region we may visit the lonely  
the court painters of Henry VIII. The Minster. little Lake of Marjelen, situated amid  

Cathedral and its cloisters, renowned for their forbidding glaciers, more than 7=000 fti, 
architecture are depicted on the 1944 National above sea level, A good picture of the 
Fete 30-10c. value, Just outside the city are lake is on the 40e. stamp of the 1952 
the vineyards of St .Jacob on the Birs, battle. Pro Patria (N.F.)set. To the East,towards 
ground of Swiss independence and growing a find Andermatt and St.Gotthard, we find quite  
red wine, called "Swiss Blood", (N.F.1944,10o.) a few famous sights, depicted on several  The busy Rhine harbour of Basle is shown on 	Swiss stamps. We shall. continue our tray 
the 40c. stamp of the second Landscapes set 
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vele through our album next month. 
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:= YOU KNOW A LOT ABOUT SWISS STAMPS WHY NOT USE YOUR KNOWLEDGE TO 

	

THE WIN A PRIZE IN ! HE 	 43 PR ES /V O 
"SWISS PHILATELIST "S 	S 	

IZ 	
FEE.  

ASK TODAY FOR A F R E E COPY OF No.8 OF THE " SWISS PHILATELIST"  

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR -LTD.  
27, WESTBURY 1W. WOODSIDE PK. ,LONDON,N,12  

IF YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE "HELVETIA NEWS LETTER" WRY NOT SEND FOR 

A FREE SAMPLE COPY OF  "GREHN S B UI L El/N" which contains  
articles of importance to the .specialist, general articles, new issue notes,  

market commentary, details of new slogans and postmarks, special offers of  
stamps,covers and literature from the LEADING SPECIALISTS IN SWISS STAMPS 
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FROM THE COMMITTEE  

The 19E3/4 season will start at the beginning 
 

of October, when both the London and the  
Yorkshire groups will have their first autumn 

 

meetings, The two Group Co i.ttees are prepa.  

ring a  series of interesting displays, and the  

syllabus and dates of the meetings will be  
announced in the September issue of the 

 

Helvetia Néws Letter.  
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GOOD  LUCK TO A  

GOOD FRIEND 

Our friend Phil Stratton 
who was recently promoted 
to the Executive grade at 
the War Office, has left 
this country to take up 
an appointment with the 
Middle. East Command. He 
will be away three years, 
and will serve in Egypt, 
East Africa and Cyprus. 
Mr.Stratton relinquished 
at the end of August his 
office as Hon. Exchange 
r—tket Superintendent, a 
position in which he had 
worked for the HELVETIA 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY as 
loyally and enthusiasti•. 
(sally as in all the othe 
posts Members had entrust-
ed to him during the las 
seven years,since he had 
joined our . Society as oie 
of its founders. 
Phil does not like fuss 
and big words - so we say 
today to hims THANK YOU, 
Phil,for all you have do 
for ust Good luck, old 
friend and Au Revoir % 

In accordance with the Rules NOTICE is hereby 
given that the 

ANNUAL  GMEETING 
will-be held on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6—th,1953, 
at 6,30 p.m, precisely, at the SWAN RESTAURANT, 
Cösmo Place,Southampton Row, London, W,C,1. 
(short walking distance from the Holborn..Kingsway Underground 
station; buses 68,77,188,196 stop at Cosmo Place) 

AGENDA 

1.Minutes of the Annual General Meeting' held on Oct,7th,1952 
2.Report by the Hon.Secretary:  
3. Report by the Hon,Treasurer and Statement of Accounts; 
4.Election of Officers and Members of the Committee 1953/54 
5.Motions and Resolutions; 
6, Any Other Business. 

NOMINATION S 

Nominations for the offices of`Chairman, Vice-chairman, Hon. 
Secretary, Hon,Treasurer, Hon.Exchange Packet Superintendent, 
Hon.Auditor and (not exceeding) 12 Members of the Committee 
should be sent to the Hon.Secretary, Mrs,E.J,Rawnsley without 
delay and reach her not later than by the first post on Monday, 
September 28th,1953. 
RESOLUTIONS, Any Member desiring to move a Resolution at the 
A,G.M. must give notice in writing, enclosing the text of the 
Resolution proposed, to the Hon.Secretary before the Meeting. 

After the business meeting (which is expected to last 
about half-an-hour) there will be an informal meeting, at 
which Members are invited to bring along and display their 
"LATEST ACQUISITIONS", 
HBERS ARE RE STED TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT T O ATTEND THE A.G.M . 

For the Committee; 
E.J. Raw nsley,Hon.Secretary 

,« w ooliorwooloWoor *view *Ir. Iwo.* 

PT?' ,SURPRISE, • TWO NEW STAMPS t 
On October 8th,1953 the P.T.T. will issue two new postage stamps, destined mainly 
for franking mail posted with the Automobile Post Offices. The official announcement 

comes rather surprisingly, as one assumed that following the issue of 
the Kloten Airport commemorative stamp, this year's PTT programme will. 
be  closed with the issue of the Pro Juveutute set in December. 

However,the two new stamps will not impose any financial strain upor. 
collectors. Their total face value will be 30 centimes and there is 
no surtax. A detailed description of the two new stamps is on Page 4. 
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN 

GENUINE CANTONALS 
0..0.....0...x... S...... 05. 0.... 00.. 0. 0.000 

By J.H. SHORT 

This stamp was issued in March 1850 by the 
Post Area VIII, Zurich, and was allocated 
mainly to the Winterthur P.O.Distriot. 
Neither the designer nor the litographer are 
known. 
The main oharacteristios of the genuine 

stomp are 'as follows* . Size approximately 
194 by 14 4/5 millimetres. The imitation perk. 
(oration has nine "teeth" 

The cord holding the posthorn has seven 
dross lines (windings) on the left-hand cord 
and ei. .t on the right hand cord. 

Of the 13 cross lines (windings) on top of 
the white (Arai three are incomplete, and 
of the 17 cross lines across the centre of the 
posthorn, several (between 3 and 7) are not 
complete. (The above sketch can give only a 
vague idea of this, as it impossible to draw 
the thin lines on a duplioating stencil.). 

There are five shade lines on the narrow 
rim of the horn, and four cross lines on the 
mouthpiece. 

The point before "P" in POSTE is nearer 
the "P" than the "T" of ORTSPOST. There are 
39 lines in red across the centre of the 
stamp. The Confederation Cross is enclosed 
by a double frameline, the outerline being 
thicker than the iinnerli,ne. There is a point 
after "R" in the left-hand top corner and the 
.right-hand lower corner. 

The tassel over the horn has three vertical 
shade lines. 	 . 
Very deceptive forgeries exist, they are 

as a rule of snaallr size. 
Defective letters, broken fraction strokes 

in 2, interrupted frame lines are NOT eharao-
toristic for forgeries, as they occur on 

many genuine stamps and are rare varieties. 
Several retouches, particularly of the 

broken framelines and of the whole right-hand 
bottom corner exist of the genuine stamp. 
The "Winterthur" stamp was withdrawn from 

ciroulatien on September 30th,1854. 

✓(/o t e s . 
THE 1953 PRO JUVJ 	NTUTE DESIGNS  
We received some additional details about 
the designs of the forthcoming Pro Juven-
tute set, which we reported exclueivel.y . 

in last month's paper ("The Philatelic 
Magazine" and other journals reprinted our 
little "scoop"). The 5o value shows the 
portrait of flaxen«hair Swiss gitl,after 
a painting by Albert Anker.. The 10o. cone' 
tinues the insects design with a brightly 
coloured moth, a butterfly adorns the 2)o 
and on the 30o. we shall find the handsome 
Purple-bok, a oouei n of our own Musk,. 
beetle. The moth is described as a "Nun- 
moth", the butterfly appears to belong 
the the fritillary family•After we have 

 the Latin nom es,we will be able to 
give the English describtions of the three 
insects. The 40c. value brings,as reported 
a portrait of Ferdinand Hodler,the pn4mter, 
A MUSICAL PaltS  
has been issued by the P.T.1 
for Music Festivals,which 
take place at Ascona duri 
August and. September. It 
was issued in July and 
will be applied by the . 

Asoona P.O.for several. 
weeks. Many.more propaganda 
postmarks,in-cluding another 
showing a key,for the"Fetes 
one for the Alpine Festival 
A "STANDING HELVETIA". PUBLICATION, giving 

a detailed monograp y of the assuea is 
now in active preparation and we hope to 
publish it ty the end of October. The . 

pamphlet will have 32 pages,photographiio 
plates and will cost approx. 51» to e/s. 
Those members who have not booked already, 
are invited to write to the Hon.Secr 
as we must fix the number of copies 4 s' 

and none will be available after publiaa. 
tion apart frau those ordered in advance, 
SWITZERLAND DEALER AT HANDICRAFT'S EIBIBITI( 
The Amateur Collector Ltd,which specialise 
in. Swiss issues, is the only "officially 
appointed" stamp dealer at the Handioraf is 
and Hobbies Exhibition which takes place 
at the Central Hall,Westmiineter,from the 
17th to 30th September. This should help 
to encourage newcomers to philately to 
start right sway with collecting Spitzer. 
landt 
PRO PATRIA SET VALT.D UNTIL END OF YEAR... 
This summer's Pro Patria set will be vali a 
until December 31st (instead of as origin 
31v annnounoed,until the end. of November) . 

WINTERTHUR 

(ZURICH C.P,O,) 

Zrxn. No. 12 
S.G. No. L4 

"musical" ono 
de Gen eve l and 
at Wiint erth ar. 
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WE HAVE FOR SALE AT THE MOMENT, SEVERAL COLLECTIONS OF 

Q ii i + .L \ .L A 	COLLECTIONS OF VARIOU SSO SPEC'ALI SED 
PRICES FROM 210 UP. PLEASE WRITE FOR FULL DETAILS, 

WADE SLEA, ELI-  E, T O. 	D. GP 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 0eeee0,..0. ,nc,rnnnn , 

F I.  F E, SCOTLAND 



(continued)  
The lake of Geneva and the Alps have  al- 
ways attracted Britons. The never ending  
procession is headed by Milton, Byron and  
Shelley. At Ouchy, the lake's beach of  
Lausanne, Byron wrote the "Prisoner of  

Chillon" . The famous castle and the maj est-  
io Dents du Midi (100.1934 and 1936 Land«  
soapes) are views not to be forgotten.  

Geneva oan be seen on Red Cross (=memo-  
ratives of 1939 and on the 10o.N.F.of 1942,  
the latter being an ancient view,while-we  
find Lausanne on the 5000 airmail stamp  
of 1941. The perfect motor road along  
the lake link -beg Geneva with Montreux and  
Villeneuve provides at its end a magnifi-  
cent view of Les Diablerets (P.J. 1931,  
20o.)  
The St.Gotthard railway takes us to the  

southernmost part of Switzerland, Ticino,  
v4th its Italian-speaking people and many  

uresque places. On the 20c. Landscape  
of 1938 we can admire the Church of Casta-
gnola and the MountSalvatore, which towers  
high over Lugano, the famous Ticino resort  

and the largest town of the canton.  
The romantic village of Intragna (N.Fo  

1943,1Oc.) and the Castel]. of Misox (N.F.  

1944,20c0) will not be missed by anyone  
visiting Ticino. Two other stamps remind  
us of the sunny canton-. a typical farm-
house on the N.F.1948,300., and the friend.  
ly smile of the Ticino girl (P.J.1933, 20o)  

A fine view of the narrow valley of the  
river Moesa, which flows down from the  
San Bernardino and joins the Ticino river  
near Bellinzona,the canton's capital town,  

is on the 30c.value of the Pro ?atria 1952  
set0  
; ,tnally,an aerial view of the Le* Lugano  
t_.;be found on the 70o stamp of the 1941  
airmail series. Samuel Butler wrote his  
"Alps and Sanctuaries" after a visit to  
Ticino. 	 (To be continued)  

FRVOUS SWISS ON STAMPS, P1.  
JEAN GEORGES NAEGELI  

(5c. Pro Juverntute, 1936)  
Composer,teacher,writer on  
musical subj eots,publisher,  
was born in 1773 and received  
his musical education at Bern  
and Zurich. In 1792 he began  
publishing works by Handel,  
Bach and other masters,in a  
style surpassing in clearness  

of type and elegance of production anything  
attempted before inmusic publications.In  
1803 he published the first editions of  
Beethoven's sonatas (Opus 30,Nos.1 & 2) .  

As a composer in his own right,he created  
many piano pieces and choral works,founded  
choral societies and a School of Music, at  
which teaching was based on Pestalozzi's  
methods. He is still known as the "S er.  

eater", the father of songs and singers.  
Iftmost famous song was "Golden Abendson-
net° (Golden Evening Sun),still sang in  

_ •  
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I1O.LIDAY 7TO UR  

I SWITZERLAND'  
 FIRST AI MALL ISSUE  

The first Swiss airmail stamp, the 50 Cents.  
Sitting Helvetia with Sword (No0113), over-.  
printed with a red winged propeller,was one of  
the first official airmail stamps issued by  
any country. It appeared on April 30th,1919,  

only five months after the end of World War I,  
which brought about the advent of civil avia«  

tion in Europe and the organised and regular  

carriage of mail by air.  
Altogether 500,000 copies were printed and  

the issue was invalidated on March lst, 1923, 
following the appearance of the new definitive  

airmail stamps. While this stamp had a print-
ing nearly three times as large as that of the 
30 C. similarly overprinted, the comparatively  
small issue and the great popularity the first 
Swiss airmail stamp enjoyed aver since - not 
only with collectors of Switzerland, but also 
with aero-philatelists  
and thematic collect..  
ors • has made it a  
desirable,and in recut  
times somewhat elusive  
issue, the catalogue  
price of which may well  
appreciate in years to 
Dome. 	 SPOT IN PRO.- BROKEN 
Little wonder that 	PEI.LER 	WHET+,  

forgers got hold of this issua,and in recent 
years dangerous forgeries of the overprint 
made in Paris and in Germany -- appeared on  
the market. The forgers employed genuine copies  
of No.113, forging the overprint and sometimes  
also the postmarks (on letters). The forged 
overprints can be easily detected under the 
Quartzlamp, but are difficult to distinguish  
from the genuine ones even with a good magnify-
ing glass. The forged overprint is in lighter  

shade -mostly light carmine.• and appears flat,  
while the genuine is in bright dark red, which 
has a glossy ink. But on used,soaked copies 

these differences aro not easily  
recognised. 

1  There are several interesting  
varieties and plate flaws of the  
genuine stamp. The most obvious  
one shows a colour spot encircled  

I in white, in the lower part of  
,,the propeller; two other have 

,,TRIMMED WING breaks in the overprint cliehees  
one consisting of the left-hand (lover) wing  

appearing "trimmed", the other in a major  
break of the centre shaft wheel. Further varies  

ties on the stamp itself occur in a similar  

manner as on the original stamp (No.113), the 
most important being defective letters in the  
inscription "HELVETIA" ..- a broken "E" and a 
deformed "L" or "I".  
The stamp was originally issued for the Forst  

regular airmail service from Zurich-Dubendorf  

to Berne and Lausanne,which was opened on 30th 
April 1919. Subsequently it was used for other 
first flights,and the following cancellations 
are of particular interest to airmail collect. 
ors; Basel-Frankfort (11,0a020) ,Berne-Prague  

22.XI.20),Warsaw21.VI.21 ,Viienna•Budapest 
1.V.22),Bucarest (15,IX.22),Istembul (30.11:.
22),Berns-Paris-London (1.1.22), Berne-Cairo  
and Baghdad (2.111.22), Berne-Ba do capitals 
(1 PVT ,and 15„ TX,.22)  Q  Moseo^r (15Q1X022) and -chi  
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CENTRAL H.ALi , WESTMINSTER  
SEPTEMBER 17 to 30 -th  

having been appointed sole stamp  

dealers at the National Handicrafts  

and Hobbies Exhibition, we invite  
you to visit our Stand  

OUR SPECIALISED STOCKS OF ALL  
SWITZERLAND ISSUES WILL BE ON  

DISPLAY  
augmented for this special occasion  
by selections of other countries.  

NOTE THE DATE s  
SEPTEMBER 17th to 30th  

CENTRAL HALL,Wesnster near the Houses 
of Parliament.  

We are looking forward to meet  
all our friends and customers!  

AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD  
27 9  WESTBURY ROAD, WOODSIDE PARK 
LONDON,N.12 	HILlsid .e 6857  

STAND. No. 9 : C ENT RAL HALL, SW.1  

1JIE COMNZ2TBB  ,TIRO NEVI lAMPS  NOMINATION roll THE NEW COMMITTEE 

IN OCTOBER  Nominations for the Officers and Members of  
the new Committee to be elected at the A.G.M.  

on October 6th, will be received by the Hon.  
Secretary, Mrs. E.J. Rawnsley, 32,Ethelbert  
Gardens, Ilford (Essex), until the 28th of  
September. During the last two or three years  
most of the work had been carried out by the  

"Old Guard" and more and more work was piled  
upon the shoulders of those Committee members  
who had been making great sacrifices for a  

very long time. The ranks of the "Old Guard"  
have become thinners Mr,Neville died, Mr.  
Stratton has gone abroad, one or two others  
had left the Committee because they could not  
cr would not sacrifice all their leisure in  
the service of our Society. We hope that this  
year some "younger" members will come forward  
to help. We are glad to hear that by the pro-
posed nomination of Mr.J.H.Short for the  
office of Hon.Exchange Packet Superintendent,  
new vacated by Mr•Stratton, at least one of  
the vacancies will be filled - we hope - by  
an efficient and enthusiastic member, But we  
also hope that some other members will come 
forward to help keep our Helvetia flag flying.  
Mr,P.STRATTON' S FAREWELL LETTER  

In his farewell letter to the Chairman, Phil 
Stratton says that he expects to be away for 
three years, twelve months each in the Suez 
Canal Zone, in East Africa and in Cyprus. He 
states that he fears during this time to be  
entirely out of touch with Swiss colleoting,  
but he expresses his hope to keep in touch 
with our Society. He would be glad to hear 
from all friends and members of the HELVETIA.  
His address is: "Mr.P,Stratton, c/c Command  

Secretary, G.H,Q., M.E.L,F. 17".  

LONDON GOUP  

On October 8th,1953 two stamps at the  
face value of 10c. and 20o. will replace  
the 10c. automobile post office stamp  

first issued in 1937 and redrawn in  
1946 (Zum.Nos.210 and 276).  
The P.T.T. announces that the stock of , 

1946 issue is now exhausted.  
The two new stamps, designed by Hans  

Thoeni depict alpine postal coaches, re-
ferring to the extensive network of roads  
travelled by the Swiss postal ooachea. 
The 10c. shows in three colours, green, 

yellow and dark green, an alpine P.T.T. 
coach in winter,passing a snow-covered  
market place of an alpine village;  
The 20e, depicts in red,yellow and dark  
red, a summer scenery, with a castle and  
a mountain village in the background,  
(We illustrate this value on Page 1,)  
The stamps were printed in the usual  

large size (41 by 26 mm.) on vhites ootrui  
paper,with admixture of red and blue  
fibres,smmothly gummed, by Courvotsier  
in rotogravure *  in four sheets(of 25  
stamps each) per cylinder.  
The two stamps will be valid for the  

franking of every kind of mail, buut,. the) .. 

will be sold only by the Automobile F.O,s  
and special post offices, where mobile . 

service operates.  
The Philatelic Agency at Berne accepts  

orders for First Day covers, which will be  
cancelled with either "Bern Ausgabetag",  

"Berne Jour Omission" or "Berm Giorno  
d'emissione,"  
Subscribers to the Now Issue Service will  

be supplied in due course.  

Hon . Seo airs .E.J .Rewnsl ey, 32, Ethelbert Gdns  

Ilford. Essex. 

The London Group's first meeting in the new  
season will be on OCTOBER6th,1953, following 
the Annual General Meeting. All Group members 
are invited to participate in a display on 
"My- Latest Acquisitions".  
Forthcoming Group Meetings will be as follows: 
(Al? on Tuesdays,at 6'000 p.m.at the Swan Rest-  
aunt, Come Pl.,Southampton -  Row,Lozzdon W0.1) 
NOVEMBER 30-rd: "Swiss Military and War-time  

Mail" Talk & Display by H'.HfARE, Esq.  
DECEMBER 1-sts "Surprise Ni t", with Brains- 

Trust, Quiz with Prizes.  
FEBRUARY 2nd.1954: "Strubelis", All Members, 

Mr.Short will lead in discussion,  
There will be no meeting in January. Dates  

and subjects of meetings from March onwards 
will be announood in forthcoming issues of  
the "Helvetia News Letter". As there are still  

two dates open, members are invited to make  
suggestions as regards subjects and to give  
a talk and display on either of these dates.  
MMW MMMMMMiO-WMlWM-U0gNwMMWMrWWwMmWMwWMMww0.0i .^M-1 

YOrRKSHLRE _GROUP. On going to press, we did  
not receive the report of the Group, and hope  
to publish the new seasons syllabus of  
meetings in the next issue of the News Letter,  
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STRANGE DECISION TO ISSUE CHARITY TETE BECHE AND Si-TENANTS  

iIE_AD OR  

The  arrangement  of the tete-beche  sheet  

20 20 20 OE OE oz 

20 30 30 OZ oz oz  

20 20 20 0g OE OZ  

20 30 30 OZ (g OZ  

The Fro Juventute set of 1953 will not be the only winter charity issue this year, 
The P.T.T. decided to go . on behalf of the Pro Juventute Foundation into big business 
this year, much to the surprise and regret of all Switzerland collectors, 
We believed and trusted the official announcement, made some time age.?rom Berne, that 
the surtax Charity issues will be limited to only t w o series a year - the Fro  
Patric "summer charity" axed the Pro Juventute "winter charity" series,  

Now comes the . following official announcements  
"Tentatively and at the request of the Pro Juventute Foundation, hooks and 
tetewbéche sheets of Pro Juventute stamps are issued this year. 
The stamp book measures 80m by 50mm and contains 6 stamps at 5+5c., 6 stampe  
at 10+10c., and 4 stamps at Wield°, attached to 2 stamps at 310}14c. Its sell.  

ing price, including an extra charge of 20 centimes, is 4 francs. 
The ttte.b®ohe sheet which is used for the preparation of the stamp book, 
measures 170mm by 145mm. It comprises 16 stamps at 20.10c, and & stamps at  
30+1000, including fete-b6che Fairs conatating of 20+10 and 90+100 stamps.  

Its selling price is a francs".  
It's no use mincing words. The decision to issue complete tâte..béche sheets and booho  
containing sé.tenant pairs,in addition to the set costing 1050 francs, is asking the  
collector to spend 13.5o frs. And because of the various "combinations" in the sheet  

it really means spending 2905o frs (or nearly ) if one wants to have all the pairs  

complete - vertically and horizontally arranged. This is a blunt assault on the  

collector's pocket. And in the long run the decision or the P.T,T. will prove to be  
a foolish one, It will dissuade many collectors to turn to Swiss stamps if the P.T.T.  
adopts practices so far only perpetrated by the postal authorities of Dionaco, San Maximo  

or Rumania!  
What does the P.T,Tpplan in future?  

Are we going to have té'teabeche sheets  
and stamp books of the Pro Patric sets?  
Does the P.T.T. intend to cell : et every  
year 27 francs from stamp collectors? Or o  
twice or thrice that amount if they, can be 
inn. aced to buy two or three sheets for the  
sake of the various "combinations"? We do 
remember the ar-time "Salvage" stamps in 
German,Frenoh and Italian,and their any 

 queer"combinations"L At least they cost 
only 1000 each. Does the F.T.T. ,Bend to  
compel all Switzerland collectors to cote-
tribute compulsorily to Swiss philantropic  
funds o however worthy?  

These pertinent questions should be  
answered quickly and fully. The P.T,,T,  

a a . r t,,•4^rh of promise and  



::s:s::ss::::::::::::s::::s:::::::::::: 
 

KLOTEN AIRPORT STAMP SOLD-OUT  
Our Berne - correspondent reports that 
this stamp has been sold out at the  
post offices by the end of October and 
that even the Philatelic Agency cannot 
supply it. The 40c.value was issued on 

 

August 29th and was valid until the 
end of the year. 
THE STAMP EXHIBITION A .T Ste0CROIX  

which took place from the 25th to 2i-th  
of September was granted a special post 

 

marksshowing the local coat of arms.  
The rectangular cancellation was used  
by the Automobile P.O. which function. 

 

ed at the exhibition,  
OUR HONORARY MEZBER,Mrs.E.M,FISHER 

 

editor of "Covers",the excellent Ameriu- 
 

can magazine,and a distinguished coll-
ector of Switzerland, was recently 

 

married to MreF.Faulsti.ch 0  Our r lost  
einoere congratulations%  
Mr,W,Di  gIDNI, one of our South Afri«.  

can members is coming over on a visit 
to England in January. We hope to wel.- 

 

awe him at one of our meetings. 
 

ZUMSTEIN' S SWITZERLAND CATALOGUE 7.954 
 

the annual excerpt from the Europe Cat 
has been just published. As usuallyn,it  
is an excaellent little handbook at the  

modest price of F 1 ..- 

TIE AMATEUR COLLECTOR 6 3 SWITZERLAND 
CATALOGUE will be issued in December  
in the form of a Supplement for 1954, 
and apart' from all recent new issues,  
same 900 price alterations and other  

addenda,it will contain several interest 
ing new feattres,iincluding a Key of S.G o  
nt bers,which will be welcomed by those  
Vac) use Stanlo Gibbons.  
s,eleeeee- eee• eeeee • oe ee ,  eeeeeeeeeeeeeee   

READY DECEMBER  
AMATEUR COTJ.FCTOR' S  

STAMP CATALOGUE  
OF SWITZERLAND °I 

2 SUPPLEMENT 954  
PRICE 1/9  d POST FREE  

MANY NEW FEATURES INCLUDE•  Cpl 
g Key of Stanley Gibbons.Zumstein  
@ Cat. numbers . Munich & Berne 
@ printings of 1854/62 Issues ..  

Illustr•onograph of Soldier  
Sta ips . Used Blocks of Four 	Q  

@900 PRICE ALTERATIONS eta. a 
 ORDER NOW !  I 

^° 	THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.  
27,Westburyt Road,  

C 
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN 

GENUINE CANTONALS  
Mr.E.Shurly, Chairman of the Expert Committee  

f our Society, and a distinguished collector of 
'miss classics disagrees with some remarks made by 
Mr.J.H.Short in the description of the "Bale Dove" 
I,ublished in our series "What to look for in ge.  

nuine Cantonals". 
The Editor held over Mr.Shurly's contribution  

until the end of the series, a decision which may 
be open to criticism, but taken because he felt 

 

that the series should be concluded before Members  
are given the opportunity to make their comments °  

We are Indebted to Mr.Shurly for drawing the  
attention to some discrepancies in Mr.Short's  
description. Mr.Short himself welcomes such con-
tributions and he does not claim to be infallible° 
His series was based on information culled gram 
the well known works by Baron de Reuterskioeid and 
the Reverend R.B.Ear e,usually regarded as tIn^._ , 

standard books gn forgeries.  

By E.SHURLY  

Chairman of the H.P.S. Expert CommBttee.  

There are many things that could be mentioned to  
identify the genuine stemp,but the points I bring  

out are vital in the identification. These are the 
points which Mr.Short's article did not mention. 
The inner outline of the frame is thioker than  

the outer one at the top and on the left sids.At 
the bottom and right side the outer line of the  

frame is the thicker. Mr.Short says the marks  
before and after "POST" are fat and elongated 0The  
more correct description is short and alma.  
Mr.Short does not mention that the stop after Rs. 
is level with the middle of the rounded body of  

the "p". Many forgeries have it above this post.  
The ornaments at top right and left do not ' ;le  
the framé, and what is mote important, the hang.  

ing leaves below them are very important identt 
fication characters when forgeries are discussed.  
The left. hanging leave does touch the frame, the 
right hand one, does not.  
Mr.Short • talks of the prolongation of the "L" in  

Basel reaching to between ."S" and "T" in Stadt0  
It should just touch the S" if it was straight,  
but, in fact, the stroke of the "L" slopes down  
to the left and would hit the "T" squarely.  
Mr.Short mentions that the fraction bar of•2  
does not touch the figures, but. he , does not Men.-  
tion that if prolonged to the right it passes  
clear below the outline of the whose stamp before  
reaching the centre of the bottom of it. This is  
extremely important, as the fraction bar in the  
diagram is so positioned that it is incorrect and  

indicates a forgery.  
The article mentions the red square is always a  

little thicker than the black framing lines and it  

overlaps" in places. Obvious It is thicker,but when 
it overlaps it indicates misplacement, not that it  
should definitely overlap,  
In regard to postmarks the Franco postmark usua.  

lly has rounded end to the rectangular. Other  

genuine postmarks are an upright rectangle surer  
rounding the letters PH, PD in oval and. PP in oval  

I trust these amplications and corrections will  
help  

BALE DOVE  

Mr. Short 	r. C r  ibution.  
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WHEN "PCUBLE GENEVA" WAS SOLD ¶MDER FACE... 
On October lst it was 110 years that the "Double Geneva" was issued, It may be a fitting 

occasion to remember the strange history of this interosting'staznp, and also an even more 
startling mistake, which one of theeMort -cr d to-pk label i.sts of all times, the late 
Edward L0Pemberton made many yearsge .j- 	snti new th this iesue e  
In his excellent book "Forged 	7!  rOR1 	CA 

stamps and How to Detect Them", 
Pemberton stated: 

"The 10 Centimes Port Cantonal 
is an invention of a Zurioh stamp 
dealer© Oae would think its appearance was 
sufficient to condemn it,and yet it has been 
widely sold and even inserted in our best 
stamp catalogues, The bogus stamp consists 
of two Port Local stamps printed in black on 
dingy green paper, connected at topby a lalel 
In which is printed '10 Port Cantonal Cent s ' 
The stamps are called Port Local o e.yet, the 
label has Port Cantonal on 1 t, 0., o" 

Pemberton simply did tot believe that this 
.culd be a genuine stumpt 

It is indeed strange that he -to whose 
philatelic; researches later generations owe 
a great deal of their present knowledge of 
early issues should not have been able to 
put two and two togeth.' r, The explanation 
was,of course, that although each half of 
the stamp covered only the local postal rate, 
when used together they were valid for can,. 
tonal postage. 

This unusual idea,which mystified P embere 
ton, was due to a Made Candolle,who had been. 
in England in 1839,when the Penrr. Postage 
Act had been passed,end who wathhed with 
interest the successful use of the Penny 
Black. In May 1843,de Candolle suggested to 
true. Geneva Council of State that adhesive 
"labels" should be issued for prepaying post-
age, 
rAs an inducement to the public to buy the 

,ibels" M ode Candolle suggested that the 
10 o o  stamps should b© sold at 8 c,,so that 
anyone posting a prey- •ps id letter would save 
2a.,while the postage collected by the post 
an on delivery of an =stamped letter ems 
still to be le; uen -t;imese The Finance Dept. 
of the Geneva Council adopted his proposals 
and soon orders were given for the product- 
Lon of the stamps. The idea to have two 

stamps of So. connected in twin fashion by 
a bend with the value of 10c, was to make it 
possible to use the stamps singly,when each 
stamp half -representing 5co- could be used 
for 1oea1 mail, or dually, to provide for 
the rate of 10c. in force for letters posted 
from the city to places outside. 
The printing was done locally by a Mro 

Schmidt, who used the litograrhic method, 
and printed in black on rather shoddy,une  

waeennarked green paper,. -The sheet 
contained 50 double stamp s, arrangsd 
in ten rows of five,end the total 
printing comprised 600 eheetee 
The Geneva postal authorities pub-

lished a notice regarding the new stamps on 
September 27th,i8430 They were to be made 
available at post offices. in Geneva and at 
Carouge from September 30 onwards at the 
rate of 5 francs per sheet of double stamps 
and 5c. for each singles On October 1 they 
were sold for the first time to the public s  

At first the Finance Department obviously 
thought little of M.de Candolle's idea to 
sell the stamps at a "out rate", But before 
long his farsightedness was amply proved® 

 The stamps did not meet with the immediate 
success anticipated,and were ignored by the 
public, In Itebruary,1844, it was therefore 
decided to offer the discount of 2 centimes 
per doubt;=. stamp. This had a prompt result, 
and led to greatly increased . sales and the 
use of stamps for prepaying postage. The 
F`ouble Geneva" remained in use until April 
of 1845, when it was superseded by the 
design known as the. "Small Eagle", 
The comparative smelliness of its printirg  

only 30,000 double stomps were produced ,o 
assured it right away that the "Double 
Geneva" '• would become in the long run one of 
the great rarities. Yet, ironically, it 
had to be sold "under face" at first,, o  

Some large blocks of this rarity somehow 
survived to the present day. The famous 
Hind collection contained an =awed ed block 
of six of the double stamps and a strip of 
three from the upper left-hand corner of 
the sheet with the complete marginal in-
scription. Both these pieces had once been 
in the Ferrari collection. At the Hind 
€ale they fetched £1 0 700  acid 11 1,400 roe. 
peotively o  Sometimes the "Double Geneva" 
was cut from the sheet so that the label 
at the top was severed in the middle, and 
although two stamps were used together, the 
left-hand part of the label appeared above 
the right-hand half, and the right-hand 
part of the label above the left-hand half° 
These "wrongly cut" stamps are even rarer 
than the normal ones and are valued today 
at e1,000. The unused blocks if put to 
auction today would probably fetch several 
times the figure they realised at the great 
Ferrari sales before the war, 

  

, eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseee eeeeee•eeeeeeeeeeee e.. eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee•see 

 

  

WANT E D W/T E L /VD 
REQUIRED URGENTLY : COLTmRCTIONS AND RRTTER SINGLES OF SWISS 
STAMPS AND COVERS, POSTAL STATIONERY eto, 

Please submit with price required to 

TH 0 MA 	G REEN w s , 	LI 	., SCOTLAND. 

w# ,a.f%- eeeeceeeeeeeeaeeeeeeee. 
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Aa . IVL  i  i'  o i  '  

The A.G.M.1953 was held on the 6th of Ootober  

at the Swan Restaurant,London,WQC el under the 
chairmanship of Mr.E.H.Spiro. Among the members  
present the chairman wel oomed particularly Miss  

Guilbert de la Mare and MrsoE.H.Cox, who had  
came all the way from Folkestone  
In his address, the chairman said that in the 
report year the Society had been going along  
steadily, but that the falling off in attendan-
ces cat London meetings was causing some worry,  

It had been hoped to invite a number of guest  

spearzers and prominent philatelists to give  

dieplays, but this could not be done unless  
attendanceo justified it,  
In a short discussion, in which Messrs.Needs,  

Osborn,Shurly,Harding,Pearson and others parti.  
cipeted some valuable suggestions were made to  
ixmpeeee attendances and meetings, which will  

be Considered by the new Committee, 
Mrs.E.HJRarnsley,the hon0Secretary,submitted• 

the annual Report, and stated that efforts had  
been made to enlarge and improve the facilities  
of the Society, including the provision of a 
well functioning Lending Library, an Information 

 

Service to help members with queries,and the  

publication of Lecture Papers. The next Helvetia  

Shurly Philatelic Paper on the "Standing Have.  
tia Issues" will appear shortly e  
Mr.A.H.Harding,the hon.Treasurer,submitted  

the Financial Report and S°tat ement,whi ch had  

been duly audited and showed a very sa'+isfao er-  

financial position of the Society. The 1952/53 . 

financial turnover was 290442 0210d, with a Credit  
Balance of 2 34,4 05d.  
After a discussion of the reports,they were  

adopted unanimously,Mr.Shurly proposing and  

Dr.F.H.Taylor,0.3.E., seconding.  
The Chairman read out the Nominations reoei  

Ted by the hon.Seoretary for the Eleoti .on of  
the Officers and Members of Lim Committee for  
1953/54, and MroNeeds proposed and Mr.Oeborn 
eeconded that the nominate:Ions should be accept  
od 'on bloc°, This was passed unanimously and 
the following members-were declared elected:  

Chairman: Mr.E.H®Spiro;  
Hon.Secretary: Mrs 0E.H.Rawnsley,  

Gardens, Ilford, Essex; 
Honö roasuror: Mr.A0H.Harding, 91,Soxnorset  

Way, Ivor, Bucks;  
Hon.Exchango Packet Supt.: Mr.J.H„ Short,  

115,Feppard Rd.,Readixig,Berks;  
Chairman of the Expert Committee: Mr.E.Shuurly  

"Pilatus"Deacons Hill Rd.,Elstree,Herts.  
Members of the Committee:  
London Groups Dr,,F.H.Taylor,O.B  0Eo , Mr.Tom  
Morgan,Editor,"Philatelic Magazine";  

Yorkshire Group: Mr.L.Moore,M.3,E0,J.A0Eastw  
wood and J.N.Highsted;  

West Country: Mr.P.B.Lauder,Bath;  
Scotland: Mr.3.B.McKenzie,  

Mr.Spiro proposed and Mr.Gonville seconded that  
Mr.L.H.Osborn be appointed Hon.Auditor. This  
was passed unanimously,  

After the A.G.M. there was a London Group  

Meeting with displays of Members "Latest Acqui« ►  

sitions" . Quite a few interesting items were  
passed round!, including a used "Gratis" Label  

of 18 0/?l,which is catalogued at 250,end which  

its owner confessed to have bought for 27/6d.  

LONDON GROUP  
Hon.Sec.Mrs.E.H.Rawnsley,  
32,Ethelbert  Gdns.,IlfordeExeWW  

The October meeting was hold after the  

A©G,M.and after all the expostulations  
about poor attendances during the last  
seaeon,it looks as if members would in  
future decide to grace the meetings with 
their presence& On November 3rd. a guest^ 
MreH,Hare, brought a most outstanding  
collection of covers etc.relating to  
Swiss military mail, prisoners-of-war  
mail, Red Cross Commissions (including  
the Swiss Korea delegation),censored mail,  
Soldiers stumps etc, It was quite a unique  
display and members learned a lot about  
an interesting sideline of Swiss philate-
ly.  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday,  
DECEMBER lst.,at the Swan Restaurant,  
Cosmo Place, Southampton Row,W.C,I, at  
6 30 p.m e  It will include a QUIZ with  
ammo good prizes for the winners, and it  
is hoped that. all Greater London members  

will make an effort to attend its  

There will he no meeting in January,and  
the FEBRUARY meeting will be on Tuesday,  
the 2nd., with a "Strubeli" displ.ay,led  

in by Mr0J.H,Short. Members are requested  
to bring their own album leaves with the  
1854.186 2 issues.*  

YORKSHIRE GROUP  
Hon.Secretary: 3.Â.Eastwood  

Whinn-.ey Field Hie.,S ircoat Green RdOblifaz  
	 ......—............n.. rasaMI..-,.a. M.«..- .f,  

At the October meeting Mr.E.M.Hamilten,  
the Group's Chairman, gave an exoelleut  
display from his highly specialised 
"Standing Helvetia" collection, On Novi 
her 14th, the Group is enjoying a Cinee 
show provided by Mr.L.Moore,M,B.E®,inclu'  
ding many interesting films taken by Mr. 
Moore during his annual visits to Switzer. 
land. 
The December meeting will he devoted to  
a Quiz on Switzerland and Swia:s Philately  
arranged by Mr,AQC.Wileon. It will take  
place on Saturday, December l 2t , at 2.15pm.  
at the residence of Mr.Highsted, 4r,,Park  
View Road,Heaton eBrmadford.  
In January the Group will hold its meet-

ing on th= 9th. and Mr.F.Crowther, pre. 
silent of the Leeds P.S. will give a talk  
and display on "Helvetia for the Medium  
Collector", and Mr.Highsted will show his  
fine collection of Officials *toe  
:s 	 sr   s:::t•^••ss::s::::s 

BOURSES AT MEETINGS  

At the Annual General Meeting several 
members suggested that Exchange Bourses  
and informal Auctions should be held at 
monthly meetings. The Committee will do  

their utmost to encourage the idea, but 
co-operation of members is required.The  
London Group intend to hold its first  
Bourse at the Decembér meeting and all  
Members who would like to send entries  
are invited  to get in touch with Mr . Spiro  

32 ,Ethel evert  
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P:,ANS FOR 1959 	 .. o• . 

SEVERAL PROPAGANDA AND SPECIAL ISSUES 
WITHOUT SURTAX 

The P.T,T. has announced its new proarammo.foam 
1954, based on instructions resolved by the Swiss 
Federal Council last October, 

The Government resolution reaffirms that there 
will be no ruorc than two Charity sets - the pro 
Patric series in summer and the Pro Javentute set 
in wint4r . but adds that the P.T.T. will, be 3i.- 
powered to issue "Propaganda" postage stamps er sets 
o n o o a year and that those "Propaganda" issues 
should relate to designs connected with Swiss scene-
ry, tourism, transport, postal services, trade anal 
industry, culture, science and history. 

These "Propaganda" issues will eppear "as re-
quired" says the official announcement, but not more 
often than once a°year, 

In addition, specaial stamps are to be issued 
"to commemorate Federal jubilees or International, 
events" of great importance", says the announcement. 
Not more than one single stamp will be issued for 
any such event. 

None of the "Propaganda" and. Special issues , 

will carry a surtax; all will be sold at face value. 
HOTEL AND AGRICULTURE EXHIRLJ. 	ONA AND 

FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP STAMPS 
We understand that the 'P,T.Te hda decided to issue 
throe  postage stamps in 1954,which will fall 
into either of the two categories, namely 

one value for tho Hotel-and Restaurant Exhibition 
"HOSPES" to bo hold in Zurich; 

one value for the Agricultural Exhibition,Lucerne 
a short set for the Intern.Football Championship 

As long as the invidious "experiment" of the t®te- 
b8ohe and sétensnt sheets and booklets,as In the 
case of this year's Pro Juventute, is NOT repeated, 
collectors will not object to a few attractive new 
special, stamps, sold at their normal postal, value. 
.ss::sas•••••^-::sssss::::: ..... :sssss:::s::ssas:ss 

GREETING OF TILE SEASON 
TO ALL OUR MEMBERS and FRIENDS from 

The Committee and the Editor. 

EDITORIAL  

ANEW YEAR/ S 
RES OLU ON  

Are you making some New Year's 
resolutions? 
Please, make one too for our 
Helvetia Philatelic Society - 
aid what's more important, please 
earxy it out 
We ask you today to try an roe  
Bruit at least ONE NEW WILMER in 
1954. Our Society is now in its 
eighth year of existence. We have 
had our ups and downs,but we have 
certainly done a lot of good work 
for Swiss Philately. 
With various of our services now 
f—otioning well,we can confident-
y, increase our membership. And by 
enlarging our circle and getting 
bigger revenue, we could widen 
many of our activities. 
The annual Subscription of 7s,Cd 

ist a modest one. Many other study 
circles and societies charge more. 
The Scandinavian Newsletter alone, 
for instance, costs 1/- each. And 
the 7s.6d. have remained analtered 
for more than 5 years,although all 
Overheads had gone up steeply,the 
postage (for printed matter) by 
50 - p.c.palso the cost of paper, 
duplicating, hire charges for our 
meeting rooms etc. 
Surely, you will find among your 

friends, end particularly among; 
the members of your local stamp 
society at least one collector,who 
already io,or could be interested 
in Swiss collecting and in joining 
our Helvetia. If each of our old 
members recruits a nbw one,we could 
double our membership. PLEASE,mako 
an effort, talk to your friende, 
and write to the hon.Secretary,Mrs ' 

 Rawnsley,if you need some forces, 
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LEM E AND COM 
 PERE 

COMB PERFORATION  

There are two Swiss issues which have provided many headaches to collectors  

because of their unusual perforations They are separated by 24 years, and yet by some  

strange coincidence both were issued to celebrate U.P.U. anniversaries. I am  referrng,of  
oourse, to the 1900 and 1924 U.P.U.sets. In a most interesting article by Dr.Gordon Ward,  
published in a recent number of the "West End Philatelist" (the house organ of Messrs.David  
Field Ltd.) an instructive guide to the Line and Comb perforations is given, which have bee . 
applied to these two issues*  
There are many philatelists,who know well enough the theoretical differences between Line  

and Comb perf,, and yet hesitate to trust their own jud_uent when faced with the problem  
presènted by a single stamp, says Dr*Ward* The remarks which follow are  
made in the hope that they make 	the art of differentiation less diffi.  
cult. They refer to the investigation of single stamps, because if one is  

confronted with a block of four or a larger pane, the differences are very  

easy to recognize,  
In the case- of a single stamp which has been perforated by a COMB ma . 

chine the following details will usually be apparernts  

(1) There will be n o overlapping holes; (2) The holes will be at the  

sumo level en the two sides of the stamp; (3) There may appear,on both ides  

at the bottom and the tag,  
a wider space than is nor.  
(pal between the last two  
holes in the vertical rows, ao  PEA 
This means that the move • Cie tint 
ment of the paper and the  another Teeth 240  

descent of the comb have not been properly  
synchronised, the comb coming down 4 little  
too late to make regularly spaced holes;  
(4) The appearance of the perforations at  
opposite corners will be the same.  
There is one exception to the above r rules  

There may he overlapping holes at the car.  
ners. This happens when the comb comes  

down too quickly and the end holes of the last row perforated are encroached upon  
by the new descent. Such errors are common and are the cause of much difficulty where only  
a single stamp is available. It must therefore be emphas;sed that confusion can almost be  
avoided by remeMbering that (a) the Overlapping holes are always vertically one above the  

other, and (b) precisely the same appearanc4 is always seen on both sides of the stamp. 
Stamps perforated by LINE machines have peouliarities of their own. These are: 

(7) The corner holes almost never overlap in vertical alignment but,on the contrary, out 
:ssssss:a:s:ss:sssssssssas:ss::a::s::ss::as:ss 

PAMoUIS' SIESA5 O STAMP  

JOHANN KASPAR L A V 	R 
poet, theologian,physiognomist e 

 was born at Zurich on `Novem.  

ber 15th,1741,and died there  
on J'anu.ary 2nd,18i10 He took  
orders in 1769, and was Deakon  
and pastor in Zurich churches*  
He wrote many of the patriio.s  
tic "Sehweizerliieder",which 
are still sang,but he is re.  

meMbered _ohiefly  .byr his fundamental work on  
Inman physiognomy,which found many admirers  
and supporters in France, Germany and England,  
and brought him the friendship of Go ethe.  
Lavater died in a tragic manner.On the cap•  

ture of Zurich by Marshal Massena,he was shot 
by a French grenadier, and lingered on for 

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeec ^ 
ire t.^aannaeeeol4e0120®rena)g)neosd o

^eéén  ^ c na  
We shall be pleased to welcome  
all our clients and. friends at the  

into each other on all sides and at all  
angles; (2) Because of this the - corners of  
the stamp.very Often present appearances as 
Shown in the top photo and the 
inset drawing- at right. They are 
absolutely typical and of great  
value in identification; (3) The 
holes on the two sides of the stamp are sel-
dom at the same level,  
The photo in the right top corner shows  

a god example of - the difference in size - of 
stamps from COMB perforated - sheets. The per.. 
fo rating" was made in six éop€irato descents.  
The stamps in the'second and fourth - vertical  
rows have 24 "teeth", in the other vertical  
rows only 23 "tooth". Hence there are larger  

and smaller stamps in the same sheet. On the  
other- hand all stamps in the 1924 issue whic  
were perforated by LINE have 23 "teeth" and  
are, therefore, of similar size,  

SUPPL EWE NT 1954  

OF THE STAMP CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND . 

is now on sale :: Price 1s.9d postfree 	A^111T `^(`1 
Puny new features ^- 9C10 Price Alterations 	CENTRAL H^^ :  WEST S

ltandERN'ö ̂ ö Without this Supplement your 1953 Catalogue is January 9 	 3 
out of date'. A "MUST" for every serious col- 	y  
leotor of Switzerland. Order from us or all 	where a good proportion of our fine and  

leading stamp dealers. 	 varied stock is displayed.  
TB B A MAT EUR G OLLE C7OR LTD .  p 2.,S.  

27, INESTBURY ROAD s s WOODSIDE pA1C s s L 0 N. D 0 N. N012 	Phones HtLside 6857  
eseeete  ,e1Yeemeeev2eeeeeeeeee• evi.en •.• • n.._n.,. , 	nn..norp@seee;esovevese, ereiecn. mnm..1. n  



GENTIAN  

✓t/' o e  s --- 
DAY OF STAMP 1953 in Genova 
..---wr.rw. Orarw w a∎—..anIw.aaw-ma.—wa.w  

Swizerland celebrates every year  
the Day of Stamp on the first Sunday  
in December. This year the date was  
the 6th and the place Geneva, The  
Swiss Philatelic Federation arranged  
a large meeting,with displays and  

b.ourae, and the p.T,T.issued a very  
attractively designed special, 'post-  
mark (by the Geneva artist Edouard  
Elzingre),showing a watchmaker, at  
work.  
THE NAUGHTY BEAR ON PEI PATRIA 5 C.  
=MOM. — ••• ■ •••••+Rrar•. 	 10 1•/---10FM9.—•.-M► r•....M  

provided some headache to the editor 
of Zumstei.n's Monthly,who JD respon.  

Bible for listing plate-flaws and  
varieties, According to his report 
the platefiaw on the  So. Pro Patria  
1953 (which occurs on the 35th stamp 
in sheet C 1) is situated on a part 
of the bear's body,which does F; not  
allow a more exact description. You. 
will have to find the spot yourself,  

NEW ISSUES PROPAGANDA  .OR pMMABKC  
•..-w.wwy.q.ararF.. 

The P.T.T. is now appealing to stamp  
collectors to subscribe to the phis.  
latelic new issues service by means  
of special postmarks. We have seen  
flag postmarks of Sohaffhausen,Lies.•  
thai and Langenthal (in German),  
Lausanne and Le Lode (in French)  
and Chiesso (in Italiani with the  
text: " Subscribe to new issues of  
Swiss postage stamps".  
AN INTERESTING EXHIBITION  

was recently opened at the Berne  
postal Museum. It gives a survey of 
postal rates in Switzerland and  
ether countries ever more than a  
century, illustrating the rates 
with actual letters,postaards and 
wrappers showing the stamps, The 
exhibition will remain open until  
the end of February, 
VARTIES OF POSTAL COACHES STAMPS  
.... ..rrP ....rF..  -....- Y.r...-..IT.F.F.....— .F 

The "Swiss Philatelist",heuse.organ  
of the Amateur Collector Ltd.reperts  
a number of major retouches on the 
recent 10c.and 20c. postal, coaches  
issues. Cne on the lOc.stamps whows 
a retouch in front of the -ooech; 'any.  
other a line through the posthorn. 
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PHILATELY'S ALPINE GA.R33N  

Pro Juventute dtamps during seven years remains the most 	 

interesting section of the nhilatelio garden.  

Its first representative (on the 10o.,1943,No0106)  
is the Silver Thistle, which grows on a short step,  
with the leaves forming a large rosette,The flower  

head is of a beautiful silvery white colour and often  
three or four inches across. It is highly decorative  
and is used not only for long lasting indoor display  

but also is sometimes used to adorn  
ladies' hats and böstume bonnets.  

The Ladies' Slipper is a relation$  
of tropical orchids and belongs to a  

1y" of 3O species growing from India.  
ana" Japan to Mexico. The Alpine spec=  
(Cypsipedium oalceolus) is found in  
Europe chiefly on steep mossy limesboz  
slopes of mountain woods. It is well  
depicted on the 20o,of 1943 (No  0107) .  
The next value,30o.(No,l08) brings the typical Alpine  

blue Gentian (Gentian acauli:s), growing  
on a- very short stem,rarticularly on  
the pastures in the cantons of Zurich 
and Vaud. The 1944 P.J.set depicts 
3 flowers; the Edelweiss (Leontopo-

dium alpine) on the 10c.(No.110), the 
"Turkenbund" or Lilium martagon on the  
20c,(No .1l1) and the Aquilegia alpi.na  

on the 30o,(No.112) . The Edelweiss,  
EDELWEISS 	with its wooly felt leaves and whitish 

beloved bar all tourests,,^ oand manyeriskC  
year their lives to pick it in  

tee -neigh lairs, The Turk's Cap Lily has  

dull pink or lilac flowers,spotted with 
puzple,gnd blooms in meadows and past-
ures from June to August. The Aquilega 
Is one of the most beatiful alpine  
pl€nts,with its b 'right,deep blue blooms  
It is more often found in the Savoy alp  
and Northern Italy than in Switzerland. TURK'S CAP 
Only two flowers appear on the 1945 LILY (Lilium M.) 

Pro Juventute stamps, the Spring Crocus (C,albiflorus) 
on the 30o,(No.11f), and and what it usually but not  
quite exactly described as the Alpine Rose,on the 20c, 
(No.115). The crocus has white or violet flowers, which 
open before or with the leaves as soon as the snow be-
gins to melt in the spring. I often grows in great 
profusion in the valleys from April to June. 
The rose depioted on the 30o. is a member of the  

Cian.amoneae family and is known in Switzerland as the 
Alpen Heckert.-Rose (Alpine Hedge Rose),Aboet the size 

of a dog-rose it is of 
a deep rose-red colour 
with a most pleasant free . 

 grance. 
Quite a few of our own 

herracious border flowerer  
are found among the pica-  
tures,which we shall des 
cribed next time. e ► - • 

 • +ar  

.. .. 

With the North wind blowing fiercely, and collectors  

moving their chairs and albums nearer (though I hope, not toc  

near®) the fireside, it may be rather a little out of season  
to consider the flowers which bloom in our Switzerland  

collections. But to many of us these pictures will recall  

happy holiday rambles in the Alps, and make us forget the  

unclement weather for a while. Although many other countries LtiDy'S  g1ilypla SITaVER THISTLE hate is sued "flower stamps" since the Swiss post offioe flrat 
(SILYBUM Z,) got the idea in 1943, the Alpine flora depicted on the 20 (CYPRIPEDIUM C.)  



: 	 THE ANNUAL _ 
SUB, SCRIP ION `. 

j FOR 1954-1S DUE-»N0 W I 
I Please remit 7s,6d,  to the 
Hon.Treasurer,Mr.A.J.Harding; 
31,Somerset Way,Iver, Bucks.$ 

without delay, 
r 
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FROM 
 

THE COMMITTEE. 
The annual Subscription for 1954 becomes due on January 1st,1954, and all Members (with 

the exception of those who joined the Society aft =r the summer and paid a full annual due) 
are requested to remit 7s06d. at their earliest 
convenience to the hon.Treasurer,Mr.A.X.HARDING, 
3 ,Somersetway, Iver, Bucks, 

In accordance with the Rules, members who are 
in arrears with the annual Subscription will not 
receive the Helvetia News Letter and will not be 
entitled to use other facilities of the Society 
(particularly the Library) after January 15th. 
Those who sent their subscriptions after that 
date will have their rights restored,but they 
risk to miss one or more issues of th4 Helvetia 
News Letter, because baokenumbers aes always 	--REVIEWS- 
very short and we may be unable to provide them e 	STAMP CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND 

For this - reason, and also to assist the hon e  SUPPLEMENT 1954  has now appeared and 
Treasurer, please send your "Sub" without delay, brings the 1953 edition right up to date, 

THE EDITOR APOLOGISES for the delay in publi- listing includes the PSoJuventute $et with 
shing the December issue of the News Letter, 	all its Mete-beche and se-tenants.The 24• - 
which occured owing - to circumstances beyond his pages little hook contains apart from soma 
control. In his caeacity as Chairman he desires 900 prise alterations - most of them upwae3 
on behalf of the Committeo and on his own to 	a number of new features,of which the 
thank all Members and philatelic friends who sent of Zumstein • Stanley Gibbons number.r --'-anen 
Christmas cards and New Year wishes,whäch are 	the first listing and pricing of a le_ee 
sincerely reciprocated. The hon,Secretery, Mrs. number of used Blocks of Four will be pare 
EoJ.Rawnsley, also received many Greetings of 	cularly welcomed by Switzerland collectors , 
the Season, some from Members in distant nieces, Other features include an illustrated mono 
such as from Mr.Batchelo.r,in Australia° 	graph of Soldier stamps,an article on the 
EIGHT "HELVETIA" MEMBERS WIN PRIZES 	 Specimen overp inte,and inotructive illu-   -_ __-- 	

strations of the main characteristics of 
Munich and Berne printings of the 185462 
issues. Although  edited by our Society's 
chairman, it can he well recommended to 
all members. The price of ls9d.postfreo i 
very modest in view of high production coç 
('S BULLETIN, the latest editicn to 

hand, contains interesting: articles on 
Modern Swiss Varieties by Lt.Col,Blyth, 
a note on the Strubeli issues and their 
new classifications and another instalmen 

This well-known Society held a "Swiss Night" on of the series on Swiss Airmails, In addi1L: 

November 30th,at Folkestone, the arrangement of there are all the usual features,suc. 9 
which was in the hands of two lady-members of 	New Issues,Automobile p.0.s,and Slreiay ` 

the Helvetia P,S.,Miss B.Guilbert de la Mare and Offers. Our membsr,Mr.A.Yates,contribut s 
Mrs.E.H.Oex,who are Officers of the Cinque Port 	interesting note on varieties of the 

P.S. Au invitation to our Society to be represen- Railway Centenary issue, At Christmas 
ted was willingly accepted, and our hon.Audi.tor, Mr°Green pleasantly surprised hie friends 
Mr.L.H.Osb-

orn, travelled to Folkestone,while our by sending theam,as a Christmas card, the 

Chairman and Hon.Secretary contributed a number special Day of the Stamp postcard with 
of sheets for display. After Miss de la Mare 	a Pro Ju-ventute stamp and special post- 

gave an" aoo,unt of a "Swiss Holiday" illustrated marko 
by stamps, a display of Swiss postmarks followed, 
After an interval for refreshments and a raffle 
held in aid of the Star & Garter Gift hand, the 
main display was given by Mr,Oeborn,who delighted 
the audience with his fine collection of classic 
issues, mint Standing Helvbtias and an array of 
other issues right to the present time, We have 
received very aerreciative letters from the 
officers of the Cinque Port P,S„expressing their 
thanks for the co-o,t,eration given by the Helvetia 
P.S . and particularly by Mr.Osborn a 

Among entries of correct solutions of the Swiss 
stamp "Quiz” arranged by the "Swiss Philatelist", 
the house-organ of the Amateur Collector Ltd, 
were many from ember of our Society.Five twain 
prizes were won by Messrs. R.F.Needs, L.E.Stiles, 
G.L.Atkinson,H,Butter and Dr, F.H.Taylor,O.B.E., 
three Consolation prizes went to Mr.J.E.O.Hobbs, 
Mr,A;Yates and Mr,E,A.Schoenbergèr (New Zealand) 
Our eongratulations - to them for proving their 
knowledge of Swiss ehilately. 
Mr.OSBORN'S DISPLAY AT CINaUE PORTS P.S, 

O ND O I GROUP .  
THE NEXT MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 
TU'ESLAY, FEBRUARY 2-nd,1954,at 6033 p.m, 
et the Swan Resttaurant, Coemo place, Southr 
ampton Row,W.C,l, when Mr.J.Hi.Short will 
lead in a display of "Str ibelis" (the 
1854/62 issues).M.embers should make ever;; 
effort to attend and bring sheets of the-
se stamps from their own collections, 
A successful meeting took place in Decor- 
lver,and a report of it will follo w 

s::s:ssssss• 	.•••:ss:s::::: s:;:s • •••••••• $$$$$S$• $$$$$$:$$sass:$:::::s$tst:::: s s: :°s$;:ee 
IF YOU HAVE ENJOYED READING THE NEWS LETTER - WHY NOT SEND FOR A 
FREE SAMPLE COPY OF G BEN'S BULL Bin N 
which contains articles of importance to the specialist, general articles 
new issue notes, market commentary,details of new slogan postmarks used 
special offers of stamps, covers and literature --- from 
THE LEADING SPECIALIST IN SWISS STAMPS DEALING IN THIS COUNTRY 

W.ÂDESTEA - E L I E TUNAS D. GREEN  m FIFE -SCOTLAND 
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