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OUR CUP COMPETITION

At 1ts meeting on January
18th, the Committee dise
cu ~ 1\ the arrangements
for ie annual Helvetia
Cup (mpetition Tor mem-
bers? displays,

It was decided to app~-
oint a sub-committee of
four officers of the
Soclety, and it will
consist of the following
memberss Dr.F,H.Taylor,
0sB.B, (vice-~chairman),
Mrs, B,J.Rawnsley (hon,
Secretary) and Messrs,

A.J Harding and J.H.Short,

The sub-committee will
complete the task of
drafting the final rules
for~ e competition, fix
th. wate on which it is
to be held (probably next
December), invite the in-
dependent jurors to ati-
end the displays and-
award the Silver Cup, and
mskc any arrangements o
ENSUre SUCCESS.

There is ample time for
all members ‘o prepare
entries, but it is not
too sarly to givo some
$hought to what each of
them may submit.

The rules provide that
the prize will not be
necessarily awarded for-
the most valuable items,
but for the entry which
shows philatelic know-
ledge and good present-
ation,

NEY  PUBLICITY [SSUE &
<£></£/é<;{jédéb1J i%hbé;q/c;2/5204QZ QgiéeiLZ%

Four "Publicity Stamps" and a Miniature Sheet will be issued this
year by the P,T.T. according to an announcement in the official

P.T,Ts Gazette, and all will be on sale at the Swiss Post Offices
and at the Philatelic Agency in Berne from February 15th onwards.

The four publicity stamps will be sold in place of the ordinary
postage stamps of 5, 10, 20 and 40 c. as long as stock lasts, but
will be invalidated by the end of the year, The innovation to
replace ordinary stamps by special stamps commemorating or advert-
ising festivals, anniversaries or other events, was introduced
last year, when the four values for the Lucerne Agricultural
Ixhibition, the Food and Cookery lixhibition in Berne, the World
Football Championship and the golden jubilee of Rhine navigation
were issued, It appears that the publicity stamps will become an
armual event., As they are to be sold without any surtax and their
total value is not to exceed 75c¢, (about 1s.3d.) collectors will
accept them as a welcome and attractive addition to the two irad-
itional annual issues, the Pro Patria and the Pro Juventute sets.

The issue of a Miniature Sheet may, on the other hand, find a less
unanimous approval by collectors, particularly as the 1955 sheet
with a Tace value (valid for franking) of only 30c. is to be sold
for F 24~, .8, with a surtax of F 1,70, However, the purpose of
the Miniature Sheet is to help financing the Lausanne National
Stamp Bxhibition next October and as this seems a laudable
purpose, we shall express our grumbling only in a whisper,

The new Publicity Stamps

which are all printed in multi-colour rotogravure by Courvoisier
on white granite paper is four sheets (A to D) per cylinder, each
of 25 stemps in the large size (41 by 26 mm,) are as followss

5 c. brown/grey/yellow/red, for the National Philatelic Exhib-
ition at Lausanne, Designed by Andre Rosselet, it shows
the Lausanne Cathedral, a posthorn with the Cross of the
Qonfederation and bears the appropriate inscription,
green/yellow/red/light brown, is Lo advertise the Wine-
growers! Festival at Vevey, the famous "Fete des vignerons"
which takes place from August 1 to 14 (and which members
who might be spending their summer holiday in Switzerland
should not miss!). The design by liss Maya Allenbach,
shows a large straw hat, which is part of the national
costume of the Canton Vaux, adorned with a bunch of grapes,
and a reference to the event in French,
red and grey, is dedicated to the Swiss Alpine Shepherds
and Costume Festival, which is to take place at the famous
resort of Interlaken on the 5th, 6th and Tth of September,
The vertical design by Paul Boesch, renews our aqualntance
with Alphorn blower whom we first met on the 40c. value of
(continued ....)

10 c.

20 c.
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the National Fete issue 1951, though the alphorn has
shrank in size this time, maybe owing to shortage of
space, This is the only one of the four stamps, which
vears the inscription iHdicating its purpose in German
as the other three ovents teke place in the French-
speaking parts of Switzerland and have inscriptions in
that language. '

40 ¢, blue/pink/silver-grey/derk grey shows a steering
wheel of a modern motorcar (complete‘with gear
lever!), being an appropriate design - by Kurth
Wirth - to publicize the 25th International Auto~
mobile "Salon" at Geneva from March 10th to 20%h.

While all the new stamps will be available already on
February 15th (and first day covers can be ordered from
the Philatelic Agency to be postmarked with the familiar
F,D, cancellations in the three languages (Ausgabetag,
Jour d'emission, Giorno d'emissione), we undersiand
that special postmarks will also be issued for all or
at least some of the stamps for the opening days of the
events they are to commemorate, We shall provide more
details about these F.D. postmarks when opportunity
offers,

The Exhibition Miniature Sheet

As on several previous occasions, for instance for the
Intern,Philatelic Exhibition in Bale 1948 and for the
National Stamp Exhibition "Lunaba' in Lucerne in 1951,
the committee which is arraenging the Lausanne Exhibition
from QOctober 15th to 23rd. succeoded in persuading the
F.T.T. t0 issue a Miniature Sheet, the "surtax' of which
is to be used for the purchase of frames, the hire of
the finoe building nf tho "Compboir Suisse' and other
expenses, But this time the Union of Swiss Philatelic
run into great difficulties to get the "surtax'" of

F 1.70 approved by the International Federation (Fed-
eration Internationale de Philately in Paris) which
some years ago banned all stamps and sheets which bear
a larger than 50 p.c. "surtax" of their face wvalue,

The Swiss Union hoped to sell the sheet for 3,- F.,

but the Intern,Federation sternly (and rightly!) vetped
the plan and warned that the Miniature Sheet would be
declared a "label' and that catalogue publishers would
be advised not to list it, Finally, after protracted
negotiations, the Federation reolented and gave the
permission for the sheet, on the condition that its
_price will not exceed F 2,-~, The Swiss had made it
clear that they would be unable to stage any philatelic
exhibitions at all in future, because the only means to
finance them come from such Miniature sheet revenue,

The sheet will have the pictures of two stamps, one

with a value of 1Oc, and one of 20c,, both showing the
design of the Sc. publicity stamp by Andre Rosselet,
namely the (above desoribed) Lausenne Cathedral and
posthorn, Two scrolls interrupted by two carrier
pigeons bear the inscription 'National Stamp Exhibition
- Lausanne 1955' in the three official languages -~
German, French and Italian, Printed in photogravure by
Courvoisier the sheet will be in glorious technicolour,
in no less than eight colours, green, carmine, vermilion,
dark grey, light grey, yellow, light and dark olive,.
The sizo of the block will be 103 by 52 millimeters. It
will be printed in large sheets containing sixteen min-
iature sheets, numbered from 1 to 16, The two stamps can
be cut out (they are imperforate) and used for franking
mail at their face value, and the miniature sheet will
also be valid for postage as a whole, at the face value
of 30c, TFirst Day posimarks and special Exhibition
postmarks will be applied, It will be sold by thoe Philw-
atelic Agency only, from February 15th until October -
3lst and, of course, also during the BExhibition,

—NOTES ——

NEW PROPAGANDA POSTMARKS

inelude itwo flags for Baden and
Langenthal, The first advertises
"inter cures" for rheumatism ab
the famous rheuma resort of Baden,
the second, showing the great hall
at Langenthal, refers to its role
as a venue for congresses and
meetings. Two resort postmarks
were issued for Oberiberg -
showing alpine scenery - and for
Ruschlikon, the lovely village on
the lake of Zurich - with a rose
ornament,

SWISSAIR AMPRICA FLIGHTS

A special romboid posimark was
applied to mail carried by Swiss-
air on special flights %o U,S.A,,
Mexico, Cuba and Bermuda between
October 30th and November 14th.
Swissair plans to extend mail
flights to South Africa during
1955,

THE 20¢, "GRIMSEL" (o, 301)

In the next issue of the "Helvetia
News Letter" we shall start the
publication of an excellent study
of this stamp and its various
plates and varieties from the pen
of our distinguished member,
Lt.Colonel J.Ds Bly‘bh, O.B.Eoy
RePoSe,Le After long and most
expertly conducted research work
Coleonel Blyth produced a study
which will arouse greatest interest
among all specialistse.

PRINTING TEST
VIGNETT B3

Tas illustrated)
which the P.T.T.
used to distrib-
ute free of
charge are being
offered (accord—

3

ing to the

"Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung")
by some dealers at 1ls.8d. or more
to collectors, under the pretext
that they are ''proofs®. The
P.T.T. officially states that
these vignettes are printed from
time to time to test the recess
rotary presses, they are, of
course, neither proofs or essays,
but could only be regarded as
printers' waste. They have been
printed in nine different colours
and perforated, again to test the
machines, and the P.T.T. &t times
uses them as lettoer seals,

There is no need fo pay mmything
for them, as the Philatelic
Agency is giving them away, when
available,
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- TELLHEAD OV

In the December 1954 issue of the "Helvetia
News Letter'" we dealt with the Tell-head stamps,
the first of which celsbrated its 40th amniversary
last year. Because of sudden changes in postal
rates in 1915 and 1921, three "Tell-heads" were
overprinted with new values and used as provision-
als in common with some of the Tell-boy values and
two Helvetia with Sword stamps.

' Although therce exist only three Tell-head
overprints, they provide a wide and interesting
field to the specialist because owing to the hurry
with which the overprints were made, a large
nunber of varieties resulted.

The first overprinted Tell—head was No.134,
the 12c, brown of 1914 (No.127), a value which had
become redundant in February 1915 and was to be
replaced by a 13c. stamp. The definitive issue was
made in September (Wo0.139), but because thore were
large stocks of the 12¢., 4,550,000 of it wore
overprinted and remgined valid until the end of
1932. The overprint, consisting of the figurecs
"13" and three horizontal bars defacing the old
value, was applied in typography in black ink, But
bu  use the printers had not sufficient figures of
the“same type, they used two or threc slightly
different "l"s, some with a curved, others with a
straight, horizontal upstroke, Thesc different
'"l"s appear, of course, on the same sheet and in
various fields, so that one can show pairs and
blocks in one's collection with the different "17
next to each other, Owing to hcavy or insufficient
inking, the overprint appears either very thick,
showing "fat, black", or '"thin" figures., Therc
are meny positions if the overprint, the most
drastic "shifting'" occurs almost in the middle of
the stamp across Tell's eyes and leaving the old
valuc free., I bave two or three double overprints
but all of them are rather weak; a number of sheets
show recto-verso overprint traces ("Abklatsch),

By Januery 1, 1921 the
13c, olive was oOvor-
come by the same fate
as the 12¢. of 1914,
and was overprinted
with the value of 10c¢,
mainly in order %o comply with the U.P,U. colour
regulations which demanded that the stamp required
for the postal rate in questions should be green.
The 13c. (No.139) was nearest in colour to green,
and being rcecdundant anyway, was turned into a 10c,
value by applying a similar three bar overprint as
in 1915, becoming No.149. Of this stamp there are
meny interesting and rarc varietics, caused by
shifted, and double overprints, Thus thero exist
overprints showing the figure "1010%" and "1DO"

(sec right hand illustration) and also thick and
thin overprints, There are also two distinct
colours of the red overprint, onc being of &
carmine, the other of a brown-red tint,
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As in the case of No. 134, but much more¢
frequently, we encounter "broken bars",
"interrupted bars', and some bars, par-
ticularly the middle bar, often shorter
than the two othors. Rectoverso and
mirror prints also occur on the back of
these stampss

Finally we have the 20c, on 15c.
overprint (¥o0.150, on ¥0.128) of which
about 2,500,000 was produced. The over-
print was executed also in January 1921
and was made in two printing works -
onc million at the Fcderal Mint and -
1,500,000 at the Post Office printery.
The first was in black, the second in
deep~blue. Among the wvarietics we find
again shifted, thin and thick overprints
and in both colours there is a double
print, left and right
of the Tell-head which
is particularly rarec
on No, 150B, (blue A
overprint). Again therc
are recto-verso mirror
prints. Because the
postal suthorities ord-
ered all post offices  Double overprint
t0 return all available
stocks of the 1l5¢, for
overprinting, some small offices sent
back a few sheets of the rcemaining 15c.
dark (blackish) violet No.128c,
Thege werc duly overprinted and provided
a great rarity which exists in but a
few surviving pieces. Zumsitein catal-
ogue 1955 prices them at F 2,000 each,
Another rarc overprint consists of a
"double'", showing the figurcs "2020" or
"0 202" because of shifting and doubling

Even if onc cannot aspire to
include these rarities in onet!s album,
the Tell head overprint varitiecs can
provide an intercsting page or two by
assembling "thick'", "thin' and "short
and broken bar' varicties, which I have
been able to pick out gquite often from
among my duplicatoes.

An inexcussable mistake occurred in my
article on the "Tell-heads'" in the pro—
vious issue of the "Helvetia Nows
Letter", I said that "all other Tell
values woroe subsequently printed from
the Type I plates”, Mr. E.M, Hamilton
kindly points out this crror and quito
rightly says that almost the opposite
ig corrcct, and that Nos, 153,154,155,
158,159,160,172,174,175 and 184 were all
printed from Type II. .

Thanks and apologles!

ey

—~— EIRE IT IS ! ,.. OUR WiW 1955 CATALOGUE ... RELVISED!  ENLARGED! =

glmpatlently9 hundreds of collectors in the Bnglish-spesking world have waited for this year! ig

$AMATEUR COLLECTOR'S CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND, This new edition can confidently be called a
miniature "Handbook" and was edited by Mr, L.W. HAYDON, one of the leading philatelic udltq;§§
64 inside pages plus 4-page table for converting Stanley Gibbons to our numbers, =

UP =~ 766 Price Increasos NEW -~ 213 Prices (itcms not listed before) o
PRICE 4/- S

DOWN — 406 Price reductions — Overall total of changes — 1,385.
jngE AVATEUR COLLECTOR LTD,., 27 WESTBURY ROAD, LONDON,

N,12, PHONE: HTLlside 6857 =
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HEVIEWS
ZUMSTRIN'S SUPPLEMENT TO THZ SPECIALISED
. CATALOGUE 1955, has been now published and
is a "must" for cvery owner of the 1952
edition, It contains varictics and plate
flaws of all issues sincoe 1951 and is well
illustrated, Printed on onc side of the
page, it can be cut and all the addoenda’
can bc stuck on the appropriate pages of
the original volumo, The Supplement costs
3/6d end can be ordered from the Editor
of this "Nows Lettor".
THE TETE BECHE S&E'TENANT AND BOOKLET
STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND is an cxcellent and.
lavishly illustrated study (with many
full colour tablos and hundreds of photos)
of this intoresting field, published by
Erngt Muller, Bale, at F 12.50. We shall
roview this first class handbook in morec
detail in our next issue, ‘
AMAT“UP‘COLLECTOR S STAMP CATALOGUD OF

the edltorsh;p of thls catalogue bcoause
of a disagreement with the publishers
over their prico quotations, anything I
may say in eriticism may be interpreted
as ‘biaseds I welcome this usoful little
booklet as the only Switzerland catalogue
in Inglish, but I must oxproess my opinion
that many of the 766 price incrcaseg are
unjustified and bring hundreds of stamps
well above Zumstoein's more correct quota-
tions, though onec can buy many of these
stamps in A.1l, condition with Swiss doal-
- ers at well "under cat', The price reduc-=
tions are all trifling, mainly by 1ld. and
concerning common Pro Juventute issues.
It is a pity that the publishers did not
honour thoir promise given in 1954 that
"additional features' will appear in all

Yo, 1(Ninth Year)
FROM  THE  COMMITTEE
SUBSCRIPTLONS FOR 1955

Thore are still quitc a few membors who did not
romit thoir annual subscription for 1955 (7s.64.)
and who may discovar ( and regret) thelr oversight
only when tho Nowsletter and the Ixchange Packet
stop to arrive, becausc - in accordance with Rules-
their membership would be regarded lapseds. Suxely
the membership of the Helvetia P.S. and the many
now facilitics which our Socicty offers, arc worth
the cquivaloent of two packets of cigarcttes a year
and we hope that all the arrcars will be settled
quickly to save work and trouble for our Hon,
Treasurcr, Mr, A.J. Harding, 31 Somcrsct Way, Iver,
Bucks, to whom cheques or posial orders made out to
the "Hclvetia Philatelic Society' should be sent
forthwith,

OUR_CHATRMAN ELECTED TO THE ROYAL P.S.

Our Chairman and Editor of the "Helvetia News
Letter", Mr, Bdward H. Spiro has been clected to
+the membership of the Royal Philatelic Socicty of
London.,.

SWISS DEALERS MATHERIAL IN EXCHANGE PACKETS,

The Hon, Packet Superintendont, Mr. J.H. Shord
was able to scnd out two more packets in Janu:
including about ten booklets containing advantage-
ously priced items (including a nice selection of
"Strubeli" 1852 - 62 issues) eatered by two Swiss
stamp dealers. We shall kecp up this good work and
in duc course may morc such packets will be in
circulation,
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(Sec MTQ.D J Rawnslcy, 32 btholbort Gdns, Ilford)
A friendly informal meeting was held on the
occasion of the "PHILATELIC FROLICS" on Dec. 14tha
Proceedings opencd with two short displays provided
by Mr. A.C, Wilson of the Loeds Group; the first
being the "Swiss business lutter" mentioned in an
carlicr News Letter issuc, and for whose ingenuity

nnnnnn

futurce editions. I did not find any.E.H.S.

its author deserves great credit, A second display

G R O U P

(Sec Mr 3.4 bastwood Whinney Field House
Scircoat Green Road Halifax, Yorks.,)
At the October meeting the new Chairman,

Mr.U.J.F.Gosling treated members to throe

scparate "stamp tours! of Switzerland,

illustrated mainly by postcards from his
grandparents in the early part of this
century. Maps,stamps and postmarks cnabla
menmbers to follow these intercsting

Journcys.,

At the November meeting, members wore
put through their paces by Mr, Wilson with
his "Helvetia Quiz'", They showed a romark-
able knowledge of things Swiss, whother
goographical, historical or philatelic,
but in the end had to concede that Mr,.
Wilson 'had beaten the team o.,"

The prize offered by the Yorks/Lancs
Group lest August in the "News Letter" for
the best answer in decoding Mr.Wilson's
" stamp letter'ts signature was won by Mr,.H,
D.Parker of Southport, Of the entries
recelved, Mr,Parker scored the ncarsst
miss, and Mr.Wilson (who is a schoolmaster
gave him 'full marks'! for his acronautics,
anatomy and toxophily, but regretted that
zoology was not more defined, Tho Yorks,

oooooooooooo

Group sont Mr,Parker a nice "Touglas"covar,

i showed a method of mountain railway cancellations.

:|The Chairman expressed his thanks to Mr., Wilsc

which was wholcheartedly supported by .those prescnt,
Mr, A.J. Harding then conducted & Quiz, bascd on
recognising the arms of all Swiss cantons, which
lcaused much amusement and was won by Mr,B,H. Grey,
A 'Lucky Dip' box provided members with a solection
of philatelic accessories - hinges, arrows, cover’
corners, etc, ~ and packets of stamps with slogan,
resort and town postmarks. Being Christmastide, a
story was called for and Mrs, Rawnsley gave the
history of Wilhoim Tell, illustrated with stamps,
photos and picturcs. A shori auction concludcd the
moeting,

Thoe forthcoming mootings of the London Group (all
at the Swan Restaurant, Cosmo Place, Southampton
Row,W.C,1, at 6,30.p,m,) Will be on TUESDAY,
FEZBRUARY 1, "Tete Beche Sc-Tenants"; TUESDAY,MARCH 1,
"3itting Helvetia 1862-82" and "Swiss Thematic
Collecting"s TUESDAY, APRIL 5th, A Printing and
paper expert is to spoak on "Jtamp production"
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THE CHATRMAN AND THI HON.SECRETARY T H AN K
ALL MEMBSRS WHO KINDLY SENT CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.
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Bditorial

AS YOU LIKE IT ...

Looking recently through
the files of the "Helvetia
Jovw>%etter" I was tempted
50 ¢ unt the articles and
notes we have published in
these colums during the
cight years of publication,
Well, I counted about 420
contributions which can be
described as of "permanent"
value and which have helped
to enlarge the reader's
knowledge of Swiss issues,
or Swiss postal history, ox
in some other way assisted
in the arrangement, writing-
up or valuation of a Swiss
collection, I did not, of
gourse, count the many
"notices'" and reports deal-
ing ~*th the meetings of the
Soc.. .y, or other activities,
announcements rogarding the
Exchange packets and such

like (neither did I include -

the reminders by the Hon,
Treasurer to pay the annual
subscriptions!)

Since the introduction of
illustrations in Septcmber
1952, the contents were
further impreved. 3But it is
for the » cad =r and
not for the editor to judge
the quality of a news sheet,
and today I am asking my
readers to write to mc and _
to tell me what they would
like to find in the columns.
of the "News Letter" in the
future., We dealt with many
subjects, but there are many
others which the readers may
like to see included. It is
up to you to make suggestions
and we shall do our best to
find intercsting contribut-
ions which will help you in
the study of our particular
field of philatelic hobby.

N /he
i g e 'ot'ot
W o
.

A STAMP THAT STARTED AS A !
VARIETY

° o ° o o e = o o

By
Lt.—COlaJ.D.BLYTH, 0.3 oEa 9
R‘POS. 9L.

Few, if any, stamp can have excited so much interest among
the philatelic public as has the 20c¢, value of the definitive
issue of l-st August 1949. It would not be stretching the
truth unduly to say that this stamp started as a variety,

and during the five and a half years since the first issue of
the corrected design, other varieties have appearecd.

The latest "worn plate" variety has features which can
lead a superficial observer to fail to distinguish between it
and the first early variety; and the very sketchy knowledgo
displayed by some Swiss "specialisis' concerning that first
variety may lead (if widely disseminated ) to confusion
bordering on chaos, It may be helpful, therefore, to makc an
attempt to descéribe and classify some of the varicties which
have been observed up to the present, commencing with a brief
account of the earliest variocty, Zumstein No. 301.

Towards the end ef May, 1949, printing of the 20c. sheets
was commenced at Berne in preparation for thke new issue on
the following August lst. During the second day of printing

. it was noticed that the appearance of the stamps was not

entirely satisfactory, greater strength and contrast being
considered desirable. Printing was sitopped and the diec was
re-cngraved and used to preparc another printing cylinder on
which the dosign was the present Zum.No.30ld., and printing
was then recommenced.

During the
two days print-
ing beforc the
die was ro-on-
graved a total
of 18,000 sheots
of 50 stamps
each had been
produced, and
these sheots
were not des-
froyed but wem
mixed with
those of the
later printing
and issued to
Post Offices in -
the ordinary way.

RE-ENGRAVED DIE

FIRST DIE
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In the sbsence of authoritative information
it is impossible to say whether the whole
or only a portion of the 900, 000 Dio I stamps
wore issued on August lst, but if the whole
stock was issucd on that dato, the faat that
a number of specimens passed through the
post during the first six months of 1950

would seem to indicate abnormally slow salese. -

The difforences between Dic I and Die II -
wore not known to collectors until fairly
late in 1951, and many specimens of Die I
must have gone into the waste papor basket,
It may bc worthy of note, however, that at
lcast onc and sometimos two copics were
found in each pound weight of Swiss stamps
bought by friends and mysclf during 1952,
The carliest cancellation was March and tho
latest June 1950,

A misapprehension which still seems to
exist is the belief that in Dic I the house
by the rock on the left has no base line,
Quite half the copices which I have seen have
anything up to two-thirds of tho basc line,
and when (as often happens) a part of the
end of tho house is neatly obliterated by
the cancellation, there is a risk that a
Die I copy may be missed unless a more
cortain test is known. Fortunately, there
are two unmistakeable differonccs between
Diec I and Die II, They arc as followsse

DIE T

(1) There arc threc horizontal lines of
shading in the water above the round
top of the rock by the house,

(2) The horizontal line forming the

tormination of the road boyond the house
lies midway botwecon the fourth and fifth
horizontel lines of shading in the water

below the cliff.
DIE IT

(1)
(2)

Thore are only two horizontal lincs of
shading in the wator above the rock.,

The horizontal line at the ond of tho
road is level with the fifth line of
shading.

Another difference which is often given as
a means of distinguishing botweenthe two dics
is that in Die II the cross-hatching or
sloping lines of shading extend to a distance
of about 0,75 mm, above the numeral 20 while
in Die I there is no ocross-hatching above the .
numeral. In this respect, however, the
coil - stamp (Zum.No.30lde) is the same
as Die I, and is not markedly different in
colour, though in all other respccts it
rcsembles Die II,

It is difficult to form any estimatc of the
rarity of Die I stamps. The wastc paper basket
would have to engulf a considerable number of
usced copiles of an issue of 900,000 before it was
reduced to the point of scarcity. Though the

cv1dence which I havo supplicd is admittedly
scant it is not entirely unreasonable to 1nibr

a 1 ecl Wi
1% % §1 %g bu% ﬁ?gué ou etﬁewgagp 1ggl
oware The natural corollar .
seem to be that the oagalogue price or used

scarching for copics rathen than an
indication of the intrinsic wvaluec of the
used Die I stamp itsclf,

The now famous '"worn plate! variety

first came to my noticc during the

spring of 1953, and by Octobor of that

'year the price asked for mint specimens

hed approximately trebled.

The amount of wear shown by this
variety is so great that it should be
possible to complete a series showing
threc er four intormecdiate stages, and
with that purpose I have scrutinised
closecly sevoral thousand copies. The
scarch has not beeon entiroly suceessful,
nor has i1t been without surpriscs.

To avoid repctition and shorten des—
criptions it will be as well to divide
the dosign into & number of details, each
indicated by a lettery and while doing
80, whon thoe need for clarity requires.it,
an individual point or position will
idontified by giving its distance in
millimeters, first from the left hand
frame line, and scecondly from the top
frame linc, Thus (6, 10%) mcans 6 milli-
moters (mm.) from the left frame linc and
10% mm. from the top frame line, and
gives the position of the base line of
the house, The dateils arc as followss—

A  The dark mass of rock filling the
top left hand corner, entering the
wator at (9, 9)

B The dark triangular mountain on the
far side of the waters its peak
being at (12, &) and its base line
the far cdge of tho water.

¢ The line from (8, 5) to (9, 8) ¢
which B disappears behind 4,

D The ftwo horizontal lines running
across the wator, 9mm. below the
top frame linec,

E, The two short vorticel lines in the
middle of the top of the dam (15,11).

F  The small rock on the right, whose
top touches the right hand frame
line 4 mm, below the top frame linc,

G The house,

H The rosck by the housec,

X, The line running from the top of the
"L in "HELVETIAY to the kink in the
road to the housc,

g

Judging by the single specimens and
the blocks of the "worn plate" in my
collection, the amount of wear scems to
vary very little over the whole sheet,

In the next instalmoent of this study
we shall deal with the most noticceable
foeatures of the "worn plate",

(To be contlnued)

The copy right of all articles and

notes Publlshed in the "Helvetia News
Letber™ is resorved and no reproduction
or translation is permitted without
prior permission by tho Editor,



Page 3. HELVETIA NEWS LETTER

FEBRUARY /MARCH 1955 No,2/3(Ninth Year,

JHE STHRUSBEL] B/ISECTS

From time to time onc encounters
in the big collections or at stamp
oxhibitions a number of entires
bearing halved (or bisected) sbamps
of the Strubeli 1854/62 issue,

What is the legitimate standing
of these bisects? The answer is
that only the 2 Rappen gray and
even this stamp only during three
months in 1862 was officially per-
: mitted to be used bisected in order

to create & franking of 3 Rappen (by using one complete
and one halved stamp of 2 Rp.) and that all other combin-
ations of bisects and whole stamps are strictly unofficial,
and some pure fabrications, :

The postal agreement between Switzerland and Italy, con-
cluded on August 8th,1861, fixing the postage rate on
printed matter and newspapers at 3 Rp,, which came into
force en July 1st,1862, made a new 3 Rp. value necessary,
But at that time the Swiss Post Office already planned the
issue of the subsequent Sitting Helvetia perforated stamps
an”~i% was decided-until the appearance of the 3 Rappen
va. .2 which was eventually issued in the autumn of 1862
(Zum,No.29 )-to crcate s "provisional", namely a bisect of
the 2 Rp, (zZum.No.21G) together with a complote No.21C
2 Rappen, the half to be regarded as a 1 Rp. value, but
valid only in conjunction with the 2 Rp. '

This arrangement was strictly limited for the period
from July 1st.1862 until the 30th September of that year,
On October 1lst, the perforated 3 Rp. value of the new
series duly appeared and made the "provisional" superflous.

After that date any mail, whether printed matter ox
otherwise, bearing halved or mutilated stamps was consid-

cred as not pre—paid. Already by a circular of 26th.
January 1854, all Post Offices wore instructed to ireat
-letters bearing bisected stamps or portions of stamps as
"unfranked" and liable to postage duc charge, This order

- was observed during
the currency of tho
special "provisional"
and only printed matter
and newspapers addressed
to Italy were passed
through the poest with
such bisecits. Obviously
even in those carly days
of philately some coll-
ectors tried to create
"specialist's itoms" by
cutting various stamps,
for instance a 1 Franc
stamp and using the halves as 50 Rp., sometimes in con-
Junction with a 20 Rp.value to prepay a postal ratc of
70 Rp. for hcavy registered letters, er making a 10 Rp.
stamp of a 15 Rp.stamp by using two-thirds of the stamp.
Some postmasters in smaller places apparently obliged
these collectors, thus flouting the explicit rule decrced
by the Post Office, Thesc bisects which slipped through
the post arc now oxtromely rare and although certainly not
strictly official are catalogued by Zumstein and some
priced up %o F 2000,- Obviously they can only be collected
on cntires, :

In one regard the decree forbiding using bisccts was

fficiall looked, Mirabeau-Re rskiold ti 0
Shois Fambus handbook’ tho ggce% edegsggg o%lhaﬁggd}fg 5.

stamps, at the Geneva Post Office, for franking largec
numbers of printed circulars under the "Affranchisement
modere" rate, which allowcd a discount of 50 p.c. of the
normal rate of 10 Rp. for mass mailing, In order to show

the postmen that the circular was in fact allowed to be
sent under the "moderated rate'. halved 10 REv.stamns

it OB pociak iy Bvige
MMamMMBQ
I’y iparsi bn

A provisional on & newspaper
published in Ticino and add-—
ressed to Italy,

NOTES

| NUMBERS _ISSUED

of the four Publicity stamps
of 1954 are given by the P, T.T.
as followss 10c,.(Zum,316,Lucerne
Exhibition) 16,998,311; 20c,
(Zum, 317 ,Hospes) 11,914,091; 25c.
( Zum, 318 ,Rhine Shippings :
2,481,890;5 and 40c.(Zum.No.319,
Football) 3,998,382, It looks
as if the 25c,value will beceme
the best of the series, though
thousands of the Football star:
have gone into juvenile colleci-
ions and to thematic collectors
and may well be sought after ir
years to come,
PRO PATRTA SET 1954

The P,T.T.has Jjust released the
figures of sales of this series
too, namely, 5+5¢, 1,879,360
10+10c. 34399,7305 20+10c.
2,816,4095 30+10c. 963,609 and
40+10c. 1,121,493, As in previ-
ous years the 30c. value was
sold in comparatively small
quantities and all the 30c.
values, whether of the Patria or
the Juventute seriocs of the last
few years are bound to appreci-
ate in catalogue wvalue,

NIW PROPAGANDA POSTMARKS

A new resort postmark appeared
in January for the lovely little
village of
Splugen in
Canton
Graubunden,
which lies
in an alt-
itude of
4,750 £t.
and is
attracting a
grewing number of tourists,
Another propaganda postmark will
be in use at Murren for the Int-
ernation Kandahar Ski Competition
from March 11 to 13, '
A SPECIAL POST OFFICE

using special cancellation with
a French text "Conference re-
gionale curopeennc~Geneve" was
set up at the building of the
Intern.Labour Office from Jan-
unary 24 to Felruary 5 during
this conferenco.

POSTAIL SUBJECTS ON STAMPS,

The official P,T.T., Jjournal
published in its Janusry issue

an interesting srticle en postal
subjects. The article refers to
"stamps on stamps™ showing old
issues portrayed on the occasions
of centonarios and anniversaries
and pictures showing post offices,
postmen, mailcoaches and so on
which have appearcd on stamps,
There is guite a Swiss "thomatic!
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A LITTLE KNWOWN POSTAL SERVICE

ZURICHS TUBE MAIL

The cxistence of an 'undorground
tube scrviece", which had a speclal
postal ratec and applicd special
cancellations will be news even to
many collectors who possoss groeat
knowledge of Swiss postal history and
~may bo "“speclalising" for many ycarse
As in many other citics, the main
post offices in Zurich are connccted by
an underground tubc system which conveys
meil te the contral sorting office, The
main "tube" is between the central
"Sihipost" and the central tolegraph
office (which also has a branch post
officc) noar the Fraunmuenster, In the
twontics a huge offiec building was
ercoted just above this tube, the
Schmidhof, housing a large number of
offices of industrial and commeorcial
firms, About 1930, the P.T.T. ostabl-
ished a branch office in the Schmidhof
and built an extension of the tube,
thus conncoiing the building dircctly
with the central "Sihlpest'". Tenants at
the Schmidhof wore allowed to use the
facility free of charge, thus sccuring
a much quicker handling of their mail
than whon using P,O.boxes, Mail was
sent by tube in smell batches almost
every 20 minutes and sorted at once at
the central office, Other people could
use this facility by paying a special
"ROHRPOST" (tube-mail) charge of 10c,
per lettor and the servicce was handled—
for some unknown reeson-by the telograph
office, hence the postmark applicd to
such mail was an octagonal telegraph
stamp, though with the appropriate "Roh-
rpost" inscription, The service lasted
for 10 yecars and was discontinued in
1941, though the tube is still used for
connecting the two post—offices, Lettors
cancolled with the postmark illustrated
above arc now rarc,

- IR S -3

CREAT SWISS GEMS

Tn tho Postal Musocum in Berne, in some groat
privato collections in Switzoerland and tho U.S?A.
there arc some ef the groeat Swiss raritlos, which
we know about only by hearsaye It does not happen
ofton that these unique picces are oxhibited and:
| if they aro this takes place only once during e
poriod of several years, whon a large internatio-
nal oxhibitien is held. Even so only a handful of
fortunato colloctors can hope for an opportunity
of visiting such oxhibitions and sceing those
great rarities, Bub modern photography roproduc b
ion makes it possible to give at least some idca
of these marvels of Swiss philately and the Editor
secured a numbor ef pictures portraying such
plocos, From time to time we shall publish in tho
"Holvetla Nows Letter!" photographs of theso rari.-
ties, which will certainly arouse much interest-

S

F

Today we show a roduced reproduction of tho
unique pane (the almost complete left-hand half
of a sheet) of the 5¢. Vaud Post Locale stamps of
1850, The pane was found by the famous philatelist
Baron Axel de¢ Reuterskiold in 1896 in Lausannc
between tho pages of a family biblo...After Rout—
erskiold's death, the unique picce was acquirod by
the well-known oxpert and Balo doaler,Herr Ernst
Mueller., Subsequently sold, the pane was sovered
into two parts-one of 25, the other of 23 stamps—
and finally found its way, joined again, to tho
Berne Postal Museum, /Photo from "Baslor Taubo"/

A S & i sl B

: : Loy "'”?.\,‘
As speclalists it is our business to ¢
TRY IT

o

THIS CANNOT HAPPEN -

Onc of tho most vexing things for a collector is to send time
and again for spacce—fillers and have the list returncd without

the missing stamps,.
IF YOU SEND YOUR WANTS LIST TO US |
arry adequato stocks to satisfy all demands,
WE RBEALLY CAN SUPPLY !

THE AMATEUR COLLECTCR LTD., 27, WESTBURY ROAD, WOODSIDE PARK, LONDON, N,12,
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It is not often that a really important werk on Swiss philately is published. Among the
publications which appeared during the last twenty or thirty yoars-apart from the excellent
catalogues issued annually by Zumstoein and Muller-thosé which have made & real and lasting
contribution to the study of Swiss stamps and Swiss postal hissory can be G&Slly counted

on the fingoers of two hands, Thcy included some of the official publications of thoe P.T.T.,
such as "A Contenary of Swiss Stamps" (1943), the "Dosigns for Swiss Postage Stamps 1936~
1941" (published in 1945)9 the List and its Supplements of Slogan and Special Pestmarks,

and several publications of the Postal Museum in Berne, for instance "0Ol4 Postal Art" (1946).
Zums tein's "Great Handbook" has not boen re-published since 1924, but the gap wes somewhat
filled by various additions in the 1952 issue of the SpCOlal Catalogue and through the
publication of the separate volume on "Swiss Stationery Issues" (1949) Pride «f placc
should also be given to the unique "Great Handbook of Canccllatiens", to which its co-author
Mr, F.X, Andres, has rocontly added an excellent supplement, and to thb ”SWlSS Airmail
Handbook and Catalogue" published by the Swiss Aerophilatelic Society in 1949, Collectors
interestod in "s1de—11nes" may also include Lecher'!s "Soldier Stamps Catalogues",

But although somc ambitious dcalers may claim that their price lists also provide "indils-

pensible handbooks", tho above list Wwill have %o satisfy even the.most advanced specialist,
Or, 4 up to new, :

Last month a handwook was publlshed whlch in its contents and lavish production dofies
comparison with anything publishoed in recent years in the field ef Swiss philately, oven
“if it only dcals with a confined domein. It is the handbook on "Swiss Stamp Booklcts,
Teto-Beche and Se-Tenant Issucs 1904-~1954", published by the well-known firm ef Ernest

Muller, Balo, which also publishes annually

sessnseannise.
£y e

This is a fundamental study, the first of its kind,
which gives on 118 pages of fine art-paper a complete
history of thouse issues, particulars on their postal
purpose, tochnical production and all possible other
details, It is a lavishly illustrated book, with 124
inscet illustrations and 79 reproductions in original

coly” %, ton large photo plates in colour, showing many

comproto sheets of the "gutter'-joined valucs, tote-beche!
end se~tonant stamps, and-to my knowlcdge-the first ille %
ustrated complete list and doscription of all stamp book—
lets evor issued, with their front—covers shown. Special |
carc has boon devoted to tho clear classification of the |

172 different booklets and the cataloguc part of the
handbook lists all the relevant stamp-pairs, strips,
sheots cte. in full detail with present prices. Postal

ratecs which made various changes necessary arc given and%

countless hints will provide great help owven to thosc
collsctors who, as tho writer, have attempted at spoc—
ialising thesc intercsting issucs.

The handbook!s price is F 12,50 (plus P 1 20 postage)

which is a little ever £1, and though the price mey seem |

high, anyone who sees this book will agree that it is
worth every penny it cosis.

The Committee of our Society decided to acquire onc
copy for our Library and mombers can apply to thce Hon.
Secrctary, Mrs.E.J Ravmsloy, in the usual way.
Anticipating a wide demand, all membors who boprow this
handbook must return it within 10 days, and a finc of
ls. a day after 10 days will be charged to those who,
disregard this rule., Thosc who desire to buy this ex~
cellent book, can order it from the Hon.Sccroetary
onclosing the remittance of 22s.,6d4., and orders will be
exccuted as soon as thero
supply from Balc,

arc sufficient to order a
EdH4Se

goeBgoocopa000092020000 0080 on200ansea00o09 2
5068000090 0C0CLE000CR20R2 00060560 8 o 7 000600DGSOOS a3

the Mullor Cataloguc,
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A DOUBLE IMPRESSION

NS

TN N o NP S

A major variety that rarely occurs
1n this form on modern Swiss iss~
ues has beon recently discovered
on the 5+5¢, value of the 1954
Pro Juventute set, It is a double
impression (or re-entry) which

is recurront on the 19th stamp

of Shoet I and which can be de-
tected with the naked oye. The
ro-entry is particularly clear in
the large 5 (bottom left), in the
lettor HELVETIA and slightly less
distinct in the last six letiers
of JUVENTUTE and the 1954 figures
The oyes of Jeremias Gotthelf v
show dark spots on the iris parts
on the right and thero is a dis-
tinct doubling of the lines in

the board on the right, Partly
double frame lines are visible

at left and in the right tep
corner, It is believed that about
40,000 copies oxist of this re-entry.
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FAMOUS  SWISS ~ ON STADS
- IX.
Genoral Henri Dufour

" whose portralt appears on
the 5-5¢.Pro Juventute
valuo of 1937 (ZUM,No,81)
was born at Constance en
Sept ember 15th,1787, of

$o the circulation list of Exchange Packetse

THIS I3 THER LAST ONEWS LETTIR" SENT TO MEMBERS
WHO BAVE NOT REMITT®D THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR
1955, Only if thoy remit the Subscription of
7s.64. at once can they expoct to roceive the
next issue, as printing of the "News Letter" is
limitod. And enly thus can they hope that their
nemes will be restored within the next 14 days

Genevese parcents living

in eoxile. After studies in

Paris and sorvice in the

. Napoleomie army, ho return-
od to Switzerland in 1815 and became chief
instructor of the Thun Military School. In
1847, during the Civil War, Dufour was app-
ointed General of the Federal Army, ontrust-
od with the task of suppressing the rcvolt
of the Catholic cantons, which he accompli-
shed with considerable skill and moderation. ;
In 1856, during the conflict between the
Confedoration and King Frederick William ef
Prussia over the posscssien ef Neuchatel,

he was sont to Paris to obtain the mediation
of BEmperor Napoleon III (who had boon his
pupil at Thun), In 1864, Genoral Dufour
presided over the Intornational Conference,
which framed the famous '"Geneve Convention"
rogarding the protcetion of wounded and
prisoners of war. One of his outstanding
achieviients was the supervision of tho first

trigenometrical ordinance survey of Switzor-

land, which took 32 ycarw to compleiec. He
died at the age of 88 in the year 1875,

— v W w wm e mee e e e

THE "HELVETIA NBEWS LETTERY

will publish during the next few months many
important and interesting articles, After
concluding the valuable study on "THE 20c,

CHANGb OF ADDRESS. Will members pleasc notify
the Hon.Sccretary as soon &s possible of eany
ohange of address in order to prevent communi-
cations and particularly tho Exchange Packet
from geing astray, as it happened in several
cases recently.

1EXCHANGE PACKET. Thore arc still fer too long
idolays in forwarding tho Packet to the next
mumber en tho list, and this not only creates
ioxtra work and worry for the Pkt. Superintendont
‘in tracing its wherabouts, but slews up the
whole circuit. Wo arc anxious to help our mem-
bers, but-also expoct some go~operations, T
Advice Notos and romittances should be sont wo
“tho Hon.Packet Superintendent, Mr. J.H.Short,
1115, Poppard Road, Cavarsham., Reading. Ono
remittance —apparently despatched by a very
abscnt-minded member- rcached us via the Philat-
Eelic Traders Society!

"TONDOW GROUP  Hon,Sec: Mrs.E.J. Rawnsloy,

28325822332

22323283838 329 Ethelbert Gdns, Ilford.

At the February meeting, which showed a good
attendance displays of Tetc-boche, se-tenant
and kindred issues werc given by Mr.L.H.Osborn
Mro.J.H.Short and thoe Chairman. They included
complete sheets and panels of the elusive

- issucs with inter-spaces with holecs,

The next moeting takes placc on Tuesday, April
5th at 6.30 p.m. at the Swan Restaurant, Cosmo

GRIMSEL" by our distinguished momber, L¥,Col. Place, Southampton Rew, W.¢,1., whon dlspla' f

J.D.Blyth, OBE., R,P.S.,L, we shall publish
from the pen ef this author a charming story
in an entlirely different vein, "SWISS STAMPS
AND THE NATURALIST", In the April issuc a

series on "THE ESSAYS OF THE HISTORICAL ISSUE
OF 1941" by Herr H.E,Gaudard, Chicf of Departi

ment of the P.T.T, will commonce., Articles
on 'elassics'", such as & study on"THE GENEVA

CUT-OUT", will take their placc next to thosei °°

on modern issues, including such subjects as
"LANDSCAPE ISSUES AND THEIR VARIETIES" and

"Swiss Thematic Collecting! will be given, to~
which all members arc invited to contribute., At
one of the next meetings we hope 1o have with
us & prominent printing and paper expert, who
will give a talk and demonstrations on stamp
production,

At the Bradford meeting in January, Messrs.
Gullis, Hoyle and Strowlger displayed "Cone

“SWISS OLYMPIC GAMES STAMPS"., Readoers intor-! certed Itoms". The se membors made their debuts

esﬁed in postmarks will find a survey of
"SWISS TRAIN CANCELLATIONS" and "THE AIGLE

in the field of the Group'!s display, and all
presocnt were amazod about the wealth of material

i

POSTMARKS", The rceproductions of "FAMOUS SWISS and knowledge shown by thesc comparatively new

“GEM3" and biographies of "FAMOUS SWISS ON

STAMPS" will be continued, and we hope to

include an importent series of articles on
"STAMPS PRODUCTION, PAPER AND PRINTING"

members, The mounting and prescntation was exe
cellent in every cess, Although emphasis was

i naturally on modern issucs, the displays went

- back to the Sitting Helvetia of 1862, and there

written by an expert. Notes and reports from wws oven reference to 1843 issues. At the April

our Swiss correspondents will, of course, be

. meoting the Group is holding o competitiocn,

included in every issue and all articlos w111 i About the February and March meetings wo shall

be illustrated. BUT -~ to make cortain that
you rececive future issues of the "Helvetia
News Lotter', you must not forget to romit
the ovarduc annual subscription for 1955,

greport in our next issue, All mectings are on

| Saturdays, at 2,30 p.m. (the next on April 2nd)
8t the residence of Mr.J J.Highsted, 4 Park View
Road, Heatoh, Bradford, Any collector of Swiss
Stamps is welcomo to attond any of the Group's
meetings as a guest. All enquiries to thoe Hon,.
Group Secretary, lr.J.A.Bastwood, Whinncy Field

Honan . Qeirannt Ononn RAaeAd Tald Pow Vanlba
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EDITORTIAL

§

We most sincerely apologise
to all our members for the long
A=lay in publication of our
ews Letter'!, due to circumstances
somewhat beyond our contirol.

We much regret to say that
Mrs., Spiro, wife of our Editor and
Chairman, has been dangerously ill
for several weeks, and as a result
Mr, Spiro has, understandably, had
neither the heart not the opport-
unity for this work.

Our members, we feel sure, will
wish Mrs. Spiro a very speedy and
complete recovery and to her
husband and family an equally .
speedy release from anxiety.

Meanwhile, in an endeavour to
<~ep the flag flying, we ask you
" __ accept this issue as an interim
one. As soon as we are back to
normal we will continue with our
regular features, including the
continuation of the 'Grimsel!
erticle and the many other features
promised.
Illustrations have been omitted on
this ococasion in order %o avoid

fur ther delay.

We particularly draw your
attention to the delightful story
on pages 2 & 3.

Deputy Bditor,

PRO PATRIA
198665

The 1955 series, apart form the 5 c. value
continues the series of 'Lakes and Watercourses'.
Details are as follows:

5 ce + 5 o (Blue-grey) Commemorates the 100th
anniversary of the Federal Institute of

Technology in Zurich,

10 0, + 10 o, (Green), View of the River Sarine
(Smane) which flows through the city of

Fribourg.

20 ¢, + 10 ¢, (Brownish-red). Shows the Lake of
Aogeri (Aegerisce), which lies between
the lekes of Zug and Zurich.

30 ¢, + 10 o, (Brown) Depicts a charming view of the
little Graeppelensee in the Toggenburg.

40 ¢. + 10 ¢, (Blue) The lake of Biel (Bienne).

The 5 ¢, is designed by Hugen & Max Lenz and .
engraved by Albert Yersing printed by the P.T.T.
Printing Nffice, The remainder designed by Franz
Fedier of Erst-feld, produced by rotogravure by
Courvoisier S.A. of La~Chaux-deFonds. :

$

90 per cent of the net proceeds from the sur-
charge will be used to help the mountain population,
while the remaining 10 per cent will go to the Swiss
Institute for Art Research in Zurich for special
research works '

Period of sales Post offices:
3lst August, 1955; FPhilatelic Agency:
15th Sept.; Period of Validitys
Decembar, 1955,

l1at June to
1st June %o
1st June to 31lst

ANNOUNCEMENT

The attention of all members residing in the London area is drawn to our final
meeting of the present meason, to be held on TUESDAY, Tth JUNE,; in the Restaurant of the

'SWAN HOTEL', Cosmo Place, Southampton Row, W.C.le

Mr, L. C. Smith, of Messrs.
giving a lecture on stamp production.

at 7 pem. PROMPT.

Harrison & Sons, Ltd., the stamp printers, will be
We would like as many members as possible to attend,

and if possible, to bring along a friend, so that we may have a rea}lly good attendance.
Any provincial members who are in London on that date will be most welcome.
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(Reprinted from the 'National Philatelic Museum Magazine')

(Notes !Dec' Fisher — now Mrs, 5,1, Faulstick - is well-known on both sides of
the Atlantic as a philatelic writer and collector, She is also an Hon-
orary Member of our Society, and although this article is not strictly

philatelic, I am sure members will enjoy reading such & charming story.
Deputy Editor)

Being on good behaviour has its compensation in heaven the same as on carth, I
remember a time way back ~ about the middle of the last cenbtury - up in the never-never-land.
I'd been on pretty good behaviour for quite a while when one fine day my Guardian Angel saild
to me, "I want you to study the countrices of the Barth. Because you have been good It11 let
you piok out the one where you think you'd like to live, In sbout three score years from
now I'm going to send you down o Harth for one lifetime,"

“"Countries change so, how will I know what they will be like in the nex$ century?"
I queried.

"Thatl's a good question," sald my Guardisn Angel, 'mo country is any better than
the people in it, than their ideals and ideas, Rather pick & man who will one day be yot
Grandfather. Pick him for the country that is his background now and be satisfied to let
the future bring what it may."

Picking out a Grandfather from a country whose idcals were impressionable was &
tall order. I thought I would never finish studying the countries of the Barth until one
day I came upon Switzerland. To me it was the mos?t beautiful of all the countries that I
had viewed, But. we had beon taught that beauty is sometimes only skin deep. Perhaps, I
thought, the beautiful sky-pointed Alps, the profusion of wild flowers below the snow-capped
mountains, the lakes, the quaint Swiss houses, the cleanliness and preciseness of the towns
was only a thing of beauty. Perhaps the people were not as fine as the beautiful country-
side; but I determined to find out,

First I studied the background of Switzerland and found to my delight that it was
the oldest democracy in the world — that in ancient days it was called "Helvetia", Like
most European countries, Helvetia went through its primitive period, with its domination by
Imperisl Rome. But one day chosen delegates from the three cantons of Uri, Schwyz and
Unterwalden, formed a political and military alliance to maintain independence against the
Duke of Austria, This was on August 1, 1291, Through the centuries that followed, August 1
remained the Swiss National Holiday, because the document formed then contains every
principle of its later Constitution -~ even the one that governs Switzerlanc today. The
document is ocalled 'The Deed of the Confederation! and is what dates Switzorland as the
world!s oldest Democracy. Before another century had rolled round, five more cantons were
added by various treaties and Switzerland was hailed as a luropecan power, I studied this
background reverently and thought, "those people must have what it takes", In a small
territory, hemmed in by antagonistic larger countries, they had the determination and the
fortitude to establish their independence,

Studying Switzerland's background further, I found that she had suffered several
centuries of hardships. The Reformation took its toll and subsequent internal political
dissension weakened the little Democracy and I found myself worrying for her - forgetting
that I wes studying history that had already been written. Then I came upon the last part
of the 18%th century, when the roar of the French Revolutlon rolled across the Alps and for
the first and only time overturned the Confederation, The pariod of 1798-1803 was known as
the Helvetia Period, I learned. But I saw that the Swiss wore not to accept the new
arrangement - although it took them until 1815 to restore the Confederation, By that time
the 22 Cantons which still make up the country had formed the Confederation and the system
of Cantonal sovereignty set up then still exists in a circle of Pederal Union.

So much for background history. Switzerland inspired me; next I wondered about
her achievemnts artistically. It didn't take much study o find out that their famous Abbey
of St. Gall, laid down 1200 years ago, was & hearth-stone of the Arts in the middle of &
barborous Huropes that Calvin had founded the Geneva Academy in 1558 and that sculptors,
painters and musicians abounded in the littlo Democracy., I saw the industries of the busy
people of Switzerland, the herdsmen, the watchmakers, the cheese and chocolate makers, and
heard the happy peasants yodeling on the mountain sidesy; saw the St. Bernard dogs, beautiful,
gontle and efficient. I read about William Tell and his apple and was impressed. I got a
fleeting glimpse into the future and saw that this little country would be the scat of the
Universal Postal Union, which would govern the mail service of the World.
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WHY I CHOSE A SWISS GRANIFATHER (Continued)

By this time it was quite apparent o me that Switzerland was as great a country
as it was beautiful. I was convinced of its beauty, of its history, even of its aesthetic
side., Bubt no truly great country can be great unless its people have compassion, Were
there any great men or women in this beautiful spot that sacrificed their lives and their
finances to help their fellow man? I didn't have to go very far to Pénd such names as Johann
Pestalozzi, whose love for children and personal sacrifice for them became a symbol of
guidance to other countries throughout the world and of Jen Henry Dunant, young man of a
wealthy Zurich family, who devoted his life to helping the afflicted, who reduced himself to
a state of poverty to help those in need, who founded the International Red Cross Sociéty,
which to-~day has spread to the four corners of the Globe, with its humenitarian programme,

I felt numb with happiness, I felt sure that I had found the country that I
wanted my Grandfdther to come from, I sat down on my crossed legs and hummed softly. I
lookecd dowm again into Switzerland and as I did, I suddenly saw a young boy walking the
street in Schaffhausen., I heard my Guardian Angel say softly, "Have you made up your mind?"

"Yes," I Sald, "I want a Swiss Grandfather,."

She pointed to the young man in Schaffhausen and sald, "Some day dlong abOut 51xiy
years from now he will be your grandfather.” :

I looked again and heard the young boy, Conrad Bollinger was his name, saying

"A\ibye to his friends for he was leaving for America,

I Jjumped up- qulckly. "But he's going to America," I sald to my Angel,

"That'!'s right," sho answered, "there's a new country over there - it needs the
best that the rest of the world can give, so that it can grow. Your Grandfather will have
the ideals and ideas of the Oldest Domocracy in the world as he establishes his home and
family in a new Demoocracy, which is trying to get over its 'growing pains',"

I must have fallen off to sleep then and it was some thirty yeers later when I
awekensd, I looked down again and this time I saw America, It took no time to find the
young Conrad, but he was much older now. He had fought in the American Civil War and was
working for the Government of the United States.

My Guardian Angel appearcd again, '"Now," she said, "you can even see your Mother."

I looked carefully until I saw four childrem in their teens, three girls and a
boys. "They aro your Grandfather's children," said my Guardian Angel, "the sccond from the
youngest - Margaret is her name — will someday be your Mother,"

I rocked and hummed again, I felt so goods I wondered if I would look like little
ff\garet when I became an earthly child, I thought, who could have picked out a better
souniry than America in all this world, with a better background than one stemming from
Switzerlands In fact I felt pretiy lucky — I had already seen both my Grandfather and my
Mo ther, ’ ‘
Again I must have fallen to sleep end the next thing I knew I woke wup in Flatbushg
Brooklyn, U.S.A., and someone said, "It's a girll"
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THE CLUB PACKET

All members enjoy receiving the Club packet and hunting for a few bargains, or
for some .navitems to add to their colleotions, To maintain the packet necessitates a
continuous supply of materiasl. We appeal to everyone to go through their stocks of spare
stamps, to mount up everything Swiss and to send the completed booklets along to our Hon,
Pkt. Superintendents MR. J. H. SHORT, 115 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading.

Remember we have all grades of collectors in our ranks and there are always interesting
postmarks to be found on even oommon stamps, One book per member would keep us supplied
for quite a while and add to everybody's enjoyment, Blank booklets may be obtained from
the Hon, Secretary at 2d. each (plus postage).

- e s - v i e -

If you come across any good articles on Swiss stamps, send a note of them along
to the Hon. Sceretary, so that they can be added bto our Library, if possibles

See also the list of books, papers etc. of the N.E. Group, on page 5.
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THOSE OLD CURRENCIES

In the days before the inauguration of the Federal Consiitubion, cach Canton had
its-ewh currency system, The postal system was also extremely complicateds +the larger
Cantons operated their own, while the smaller Cantons either leased their rights to the
larger, or to the House of Thurn & Taxis, all of which mekes for some confusion in endeavour-
ing to understand the carly rates.

Gencva was the only Canton using the French monctary systems the first stamps of
this district, the 'Double Geneva! consisted of 2 x 5 c. sbamps. A single stamp was
intcnded to pay the local rate, while a double stamp paid the postage anywhere within tho
cantonal boundary,

Weights, too, were somewhat complicated.  The 'livre francaisc! was oequivalent
$0 approx. & kilo, The 'livrc! was subdivided into %, %, %, 1/16 and 1/32. The last two
were the 'once! (ounce) and the !'Loth'.  The 'livre! equalled 16 ‘onces' or 32 Lothse

Zurich reckoned in Rappen, Schillinge end Florins, A Florin equalled 40
Schillinge (2.29 Fr. of Geneva); 1 Schilling = 4 Rappen (or 55 contimes) and 6 Rappen =
8% centimoes. The postal rate of 4 Rappen por % Loth (approx. 15.5 grams) covered the
local rate while 6 Rappen was the fee for letters from one post office to another,

; Basle issucd only one sbamp, the 'Baslo Dove! at 25 Rappen, equivalent to

1 centimes (1 Fr. = 1.43 Fr, of Geneva). The stamps werc printed in sheets of 20 and -\
sold for 5 Batzen (50 Rappen) per sheet, and 2% Rappen covercd the cost of a letter to
anywhere within the city limits, .

, When the Federal Postal Administration came into being in 1849, a uniform rate
was instituted and Article I of the Federal Law pertaining to postal rates set up 4 postal
zones (Rayons) for letters:

1st zone up to 10 hours distance per 4 Loth ces 5 Rpe
2nd " 10 - 25 hours v R ese 10 Rpa
3rd " 25 - 40 i . oo " . es 15 Rpe
4th " over 40 n g " .es 20 Rpe

A Swiss 'road hour' was reckoned at 4.8 km, ~ Provision was also made in the larger towns
for aﬂ'Poste Locale! or 'Orts-Post' (local postage rate) for franked letters up to 2 Loths
for 25 Rp. ‘

The new Federal currency was reckoned in Rappen and the monetary rates of the
whole country were gradually changed over, starting with Geneva and Vaud (District I) on
October 1st, 1851, and so on in rotation according to the numbered postal districts,

concluding with Graubunden and Ticino on August lst, 1852, This was the time known as —
the 'Transitional! period, ‘

‘ The first Federal stamps, the 'Poste Locale' and 'Orts-Post! were issued in
April 1850, and were used generally in all areas, irrespective of language,. The Rayon I
and II followed in October of the same years The Rayon III (15 Bpe and 15 c,) came into

use in 1852, In 1851 the number of Rayons was reduced from 4 %o 3y and, therefore, no
stamps for Rayon IV were ever issued,

THREE GOOD RBASONS WHY YOU SHOULD COLLECT SWISS S TAMPS—

1, THEIR BEAUTY IS UNRIVALLED. Swiss artists and printers combine to delight you and
“ : brighten your album, ’

2, THEIR VALUE INCREASES EVERY YEAR. Our 1955 Catalogue again shows many price increases
i over the last 12 months,

3. PEW NEW ISSUES EACH YEAR, Enables you to concentrate on the profitable collecting

of older issues, (10/~ per annum -~ average - wWill buy
all New Issues),

We publish annually the only English-edited s iali
] o pecielised CATALOGUE OF
SWITZERLAND at 4/- (postage 3d). w0

O?r House Organ !THE SWISS PHILATELIST! contains articles on Swiss stamps,
market reports, discovery of varieties, special offers etc. .

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD,
27 Westbury Road, Woodside Park, London, N,12, HILLside 6857
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LEEDS

GROUP

LIBRARY

By permission of the Leeds Group we are publishing a list of the more
important items from their library, additional to those which we hold in London.

G, 3 MEMORTAL PHILATELIQUE Pt.IIX., Full notes on stamps to 1933. Colour
plates, Covers Switzerland, Liechienstein and Luxembourgs French
G. 5 ZUMSTEIN'S HANDBOOK 1910 English
Se 2 POST LOCALE 1850 (With 6 loose plates). He Munk German
S. 3 RAYON I 1850 ( v 6 m no) noo Ger. & Tz
S. 4 RAYON II (First Federal Issues 18%0-1) " French
S. 5 STRUBELI 3Munich or Berne Printing?! Sehneider Bnglish
S. 6 BISECTS 'Swiss Splits! - Article from 'American Philatelist? ‘ M
8. T STANDING HELVETIA tSwitzerland 1882-1907 (Articles) K. Strauss
, .and 'Cross & Figure! n
S. 8 STANDING HELVETIA (Paper read by Mr. E.M. Hamilton to .
. H,P.S, N.E, Group in October 1953) : "
S. . PROOFS 'Helvetia Bust! ~ Article from 'Essay Proof Journal! "
S.10 U.P.U. 1900 (Translation from 'Berner Briefmarken Zeitung! by
‘ our member A.C, Wilson, B.A.) "
S.15 SWISS POSTMARKS 1843-62 " Jaeggli~Weber "
Catalogues
Se.l13 SOLDIER STAMPS = (Part 1 - 1914-18) Paul Locher German
S.14 " n (Part 2 - 1939-42) n n "
S.17 'FLAGY CANCELLATIONS tHo 1947 P.T.T. Ge Fre & Is
Any enguiries regarding the sbove should be directed to the Hon. Librarian of
the Leeds Group: F. Crowther, B,Sc., 12 Roundhay Place, Leeds 8,
. CUP__ GOMPETITION FRO _JUVENTUTE _1955

As soon as we get the 'News Letter!?
back on its right footing, we shall be
publishing the details of our forthcoming
Cup Competition, which we plan tc hold in
December, It is, however, not too early
%o be thinking about YOUR entry,

This is intended to be a competition for
ALL members and we hope that many of our
competitors will be from areas other than
London, provided they doc not mind the
small inconvenience of sending their
entries by post,. We can arrsnge 40
cover these by insurance, if members wish,

As well as the double print on the
5+ 5 o, value, mentioned in our last issun;
two members have reported a definite re-
touch on the same value which occurs betwesn
the final 'E! of 'Juventutet and the '19!
of 11955'.. .The inside of the 'E! is
heavily shaded and there are fine. exira
lines round the figures '1' and 9%,

Incidentally we have seen it 'tipped!
that the 40 o, value of this set may prove-
to be the best, better even than the 30 c.,
despite the fact that it is mainly used
for foreign postage.

MEMBFRSHIP _ FEES

We regret to note that there are a
few members who have omitted to send in
their subscription for the current year,
We hope this does not apply to_you, who-
happen to be reading this at the moment,
wt if it should, please send it along

traight away. ‘

POSTAGE DUE SUCCESSOR

The recently initiated 'T' in a
oircle, which replaces the postage due
stamps, may prove to be a good item, as
the present design may still be experiment-
ala It should be worth while
saving. any copies which come your ways

‘o REMEMBIR

guwE_qmH. 4
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REPORTS

LONDON GROUP

"The 'SITTING HELVETIA (perf)
issues of 1862 -~ formed the subject
of a superb displey given by Mr, E.H.
Spiro in March, Bach value of this
rether neglected series was deald
with separately, showing the many

' shades, varieties and postmarks, from

the late 'P,P,! marks to the!straighl-
line! and an infinite wvariety of
circular cancellations. Many were
on cover and included a number of
unusual items, Other examples showed
the two types of ‘tAusserkurs! over-
print. A truly fine collection,
excellently mounted,"

" ISWISS THEMATICS! were the
subject for April, Unfortunately one
member who hed promised to contribute
to the display was unavoidably
prevented from attending and the
scope was less wide than had been
intended, A detailed study of the
Swiss YArms! stamps was given by Mrs,
Ravmsley, and also the nucleus of &

- collection on 'Alpine Flora!,"

_ "The second part of Mr.Spiro's
"Ajr-mailt display had to be
cancelled and it is hoped will be
given in the next season's programme,
Instead an informal discussion took
place."

Hon, Secrctary:; :
Mrs. E.J. Rawnsley, 32 Ethelbert Gardens,
Ilford, BEssex, :

YOUR ATTENTION IS DRAWN TO
THE NOTICE ON PAGE -1
CONCERNING THE JUNE MEETING,

As we have now almost reached
the end of the current season, plans are
in hand for next year's programme,

It would greatly assist us if
members would indicate whioch aspects of
Swiss philately they arc interested in
and we will then endeavour fo provide
displays covering these, Tell us
what you want and we will do our best
to help,

-

For the reason stated on page 1,
we also crave the indulgence of members
who have ordered the Muller Handbook.
These will be despatched as soon as

-t WY

YORKSHIRE - LANCASHIRE GROUP

The following notes of very success-
ful meetings have been sent to us :

"The February meeting was !two shows for
the price of onef, Mre. J.N,Highsted gave a
helpful talk and & wonderful display of SOLDIER
STAMPS mostly mounted in the special Locher
Albums and almost complete. He also showed meny
covers bearing Soldier stamps and a Wonderful
range of postmarks.

"Mr. E M, Hamilton, who followed with a
display of POSTAGE DUES, hegan by saying he had
seen in Mr, Highsted!s collection 8 stamp which
reminded him of his young days in Sw1tzarland -
that of his own Squadron of (dvalry! '

Mr. Hamilton then proceeded to give a lecture,
illustrated by drawings on the earlier Duesand
most members present agreed that at last they
were beginning to be able to dlstingulsh the
inverted frames," s

"The March display was by Mr., E.Gysim af
Menchester (formerly of Basle) who possesses

.probaebly the finest collection of Cantonals,

Transitionels and Rayons in this country. But
to the surprise of members, Mr. Gysin on this
occasion brought not a single stamp. Instead

he had made 35 mm, transparencies of some of his.
favourite stamps. The slides were of perfect
colour and definition, enabling the tiniest line
or flaw to be seen on the screen. Mr, Gysin
showed slides of Poste Locale and Rayons in
tmptched pairs! — e.ge Rayon I on blue paper
together with that on white paper, but both from
the same lithographic stone, He pointed out the
distinguishing marks of the different stones and
the various types. Stamps were projected at an
enlargement of gbout 30 times, but small detei™d -
of design could be examined at something mor.
than 100 times. Members agreed that this method
of display was much bebter than passing round
stamps and each peering through a glass. Mr,
Wilgon proposed a vote of thanks to Mr, Gysin in
‘echt Baslerdytsch! and members heartily
supported,"

"The 9th Annual Competition (6 sheets) was

held in April, Pirst prize was won by Mr., R.A.
Hoyle with his 'Alpine Flowers', the sheets being
illustrated by some delightful water colours

drawn by Mr, Hoyle, and his writing up showed &
wealth of botanical knowledge., Mr., L. Moore came
second with 'Swiss Used Abroad! at Prench and
Itallan agencies, Stamps were mounted on a P,T.T.
coach map and postmarks in Itely included Pianszzo
Tirano, Campodolcino etc, Third place was taken
by Mre R.G. Strowlger with 'Swiss stamps canton-
ally displayed'!, most beautifully written up and
well illustrated by hand-drawn maps. Other
entries included ‘'Noncomformist Standing Helveti

the 'Four National Languages (on stamps or
slogans)'s ‘'Unusual Items', ‘Modern Varietir g
'The Story of Pro Juventute’ and Landscape &
Varieties!,"

Group Secretary: Mr.J.A. Bas

o

Whinneyfield House, Skircost Green Road, -

—
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EDITORIAL

This issue of the "Helvetia
News Lotter" is published as
a "double number", in order
to compensate Members and
readers for the gap provie-
ie ¥ covered by the
interim issue for April and
May . '

The Editor extends his
personal apologies for the
delay caused by the serious
illness of his wife (who is
8till in hospital).

Apart from the worrying
time he had - and still has
- the political events of
the rocont wecks had added
work and sirein for him and
he was quito unablce to attond
to0 philatelic matters,

Indecod, it is at tho moment
uncoertain whotheor he will be
able to continue the ecditor-
st® f the "Helvetia News
Lev.os', but he wants to ass-
ure Members and all friends
that he will make every
effort to safeguard the
regular publication of the
Society's organ and will try
30 assist the Committee in
avoiding delays in publicat-
ion of the "Helwvetia News
Lotter" in the future., He
wishes to use this opportun-
ity to oxpress his sincerc
thanks to all who have
writien and conveycd their
sympathy in his proscnt
prodicament,

before, and it is difficult to forge.

PRINTING STAMPS

NOTES FROM A LECTURE GIVEN TO THE LONDON GROUP
By
L. C. SMITEH

of Messrs. Harrison & Sons Litd., London

(In a talk given on June Tth at a mecting of the London
Group of the Helvetia Philatelic Sociocty, Mr, Smith, an
cxecutive of the famous stamp printers firm, dcalt with the
main processcs of printing),

Deseribing the modern printing processes he ecnumerated
the advantages and disadvantages of the four main types of
printing as used in stamp production. ‘

Surface printing, This process has & number of advantages,
particularly the cheapnoss, as printing plates are inexpoensive
and ecasy to produce, Furthormorec it is casy to change one of
the improessions, should anything happen to it during the run,
The groatest disadvantage, however, is that stamps printed by
the surface process are easy to forge. Another is that to get
good and consistent results coated, chalkly paper must be used.
‘And philatelists know the difficulties of dealing with chalky
paper, on which the ink tends to run and which can be easily
rubbed,

Lithography. Once described by a student as a "process which
is based on water on a duck'!s back" the printing is executed
from stones by the use of water and oil. It is liable to
certain faults and failings of the surface printing type, and
in addition the whole plate must be re-made if anything goes
wrong with one single stamp. The use of water causes the
papor to stroteh in all directions with the rosult that
parforations arc usually uneven.

Recess Printinge For certain types of work this method gives
the most beautiful production results and in the hands of an
oexpert engraver can provide artistic mastorpicces. Two firms
renown for this method of printing arce Enschede of Holland and
Courvaoisicr of Switzerland. This process has several advant-—
ages and none of tho disadavantages of the other two mentioned -
The disadvantago which must be kopt in mind is that it

takes an oxtromely long time to producc a stamp issuc by this mothod and that the process is

very costly.

Also, a cortain amount of degradation takes place between the original die and

the final printing plate, al though this may not be very apparcnt, oxccpt to the oxpert's
traincd cyc. To somec oxtont too, some degradation occurs between the first and last stamps

on thc sheet.
Photogravure,
others,

This process has many advantages and none of the disadvantages of the three
It can give very good results, especially for portraits.

It is, of course, essent-

ially a photographic process and because of its complex technical process it is extremely

difficult to forge.

There are no known examples of forged photogravured stamps,.

The chief advantage of prhotogravure is that it is the cheapest printing method of stamp
production, if dealing with very large quantities.

(TURN TO PAGE 6)



No, 6 (Ninth Year) HELVETIA NEWS LEITER JUNE 1955 Page 2,
-t fr 7 N ~y
THE 200, GHRIMSEL ., ..,
By Lt. Colonel J. D. BLYTH, 0.B,E., R.PsS.,Ls (Conclusion)

The mos+t noticeable features of the "worn plate'" arc as followss

et

flank of B,
The lines E have disappearcd.

The basc line of G has gone,

disappearcd.
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Beforc going any furthor it must be
understood clearly that all the itoms of wear
described arc those found on the “worn plate"
sheet stamps; and for the bencfit of those
who are not familiar with the variety it may
be helpful to say that as far as the appoar-
of tho stamp is concerned, wear (1) is tho
most striking.

The evidence afforded by my search to
show that there is no fixed order in which
the stages of wear appear, since most of the
eight types described may be found alone or
in combination with onc or more of the others.
There is at least an indication, howeverm
that Nos. 2 (incomplcte) and 3 are the most
common, whether individually or togethor,:
This applies equally to stamps from sheet,
booklet, and coil.

The following descrlptlons give the
combinations of items of woar which arc
present on sclected stamps of the three
typess—

SHEET

Specimen No, 1. (2) incomplete, (3) in-
compleye, (5) complete /no base line/,

(8) incompletes

The curved line through the top of the linecs
E shows considerably more wear than it does
in the majority of the "worn pldte" items in
my possession,

Specimen No. 2. (2) typical, though in-
complete, (3) incomplete, (5) base 1line half
gone, (7) and (8) complete / i.e. typical of
“worn plate".

Specimen No, 3. (5) base line thin and
tapers from the sides t0 a break near the
middle, - '
Specimen No, 4, (2) and (3) slight, (5) base
line normal excoept for slight break in the
middle.

Specimen No, 5. (5) base lince half gone,
Specimen No, 6. (2) and (3; extonsive and
typical, (6) incomplete, (7) complete,

(8) incomplete,

The dates of cancellation of the above,
taken in. the same order, arc July 52, March
52, June 51, Scptomber 52, August 52, and

? %7 52.

BOOKLET

Only one specimon found of any interost:
(2) almost complete, (3) very slight, (5)
small fragment of base line left at one ond.
(7) and (8) incomplete, Cancellation date
April 1953,

A white patch starting from the greator part of the lince C and oxtending into the dark
The lines D have almost and somctimes quite disappearcd.
Lines of shading in F have worn away, lcaving a whitc ridge running upwarﬁs.

Shading in H has gone, lcaving a whitc ridge on the left,
Only one horizontal linc of shading is left between A.and H, the top one hav1ng

Very little is left of the linc K and the dotted shading at the lower end of the road,
: COLL

Specimen No, 1. (1) quite ovidont though not

oxtensive, (2) typicals onc line ontirely gong,
(3) complete, with curved lino similar to ‘
Specimon Nos 1 of Sheot stamps, (4) complote,
(5) base line brokon, (6) oxtensive, nearly
complete, (7) and (8) incompletes

Specimon No, 2. (1) oxtensivo, though not

groat as in "worn plate", Wear in upper part

! of mountain B also quite evident. (2) extens-

ive and typical, (3) and (4) complete,

(5) base line shows no wear, but left hand
vertical edge of house half gone, (6) and (7)
complete, (8) evident, but slight,

The dates of canccllation of the above coil
stamps are July 52 and February 53.

In eddition to the two described an apprec-
igble number of coil stamps show definite !
signs of wear (1). '

Probably, almost certainly indeed, the most
uncxpected result of the scarch is the fact
that only coil stamps show to a greater or
lessor degree all tho items of wear which,
when complete, rcsult in the “worn plate"
variotys; and the absenco of even & single ~
specimen if a sheet stamp showing the slig

. o5t commencoment of wear (1) scoms quito
! dncxplicablec.

In attompting to draw any conclusion
from the detadils of the varictics which I have
recorded 1t secems sssential that the importance
which the majority of collectors attach to the
presence or absence of the base line of the
house should not be over-looked, It should
be realised also that the '"worn plate' seems
$0 be well set on the road to rarity, though
the vanishoed base line has a very minor part
to play in-its make-up.

What, then, arc to be recogniscd and
listed as major varieties? Does the disappear—
ance of the base line alone comvort an other—
wise normal copy into a highly desirable
acquisition? Is a "worn plate" to be consider-
ed unworn and uninterocsting if the basc line
51111l oxists?

These, surely, are questions to which
only the Swiss Arbitoer of Pashion knows all
the answers. Over to you, Mr. Zumstein!

The copyright of this and all other
artieles published in the "Helvetia
News Lottor'" is reserved,.
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Since . 1908, "Helvetia with Sword" figured on the stamps of higher values up to one franc.
This motif had to disappear when the decision was made to supercede the Tell and Tellboy
designs by the Landscape motifs, But it was not until 1941 that the new "historic" series-

appeared. First, a competition among famous artists, it was decided,
should bring forth ideas for new symbolic conceptions, The subjects of
Helvetia, of Tell and his son, having been used many times in different
forms and for several series of postage stamps, the artists endeavour-
ed to adopt other symbols, such as the arrow, the apple, the halberd,
the cross-~bow, etc, However, the results did not fulfill: the hopes.
It became clear that it was extremely difficult to find & modern
emblem capable of serving a long time as motif of a postage stamp,
Then rose the idca of consulting the masterpiecces of famous
o ) anciocnt Swiss painters and of reproducing some of the warrior
px;& figures suited to adorn a now sories of stamps. Thus an .
' entirely now path was opened for the choice of designs for the now
serics, Thc fact that the issue of such a series coincidod with
" the momoent when the Swiss army was mobilised for the protection of
the frontiers groatly facilitatoed this changc.

The first two motifs werc taken from the works of the artist Urs
Graf (Solothurn and Balc, 1495—1529), famous as an illustrator, But
lator these designs wero dropped in favour of a group of "Old Swiss"
and of a single figurc of an old warrior (soc illustrations at right)
and finally theso motifs too werc substituted by a design (engraved
by Karl Bickel) taken from the monumental statuc which Jamcs Vilbord
modclled for the entranco hall of the Housc of Parlisment in Borne,
Comparcd with the vital and rcalistic figurcs of Hodler's warriors
chosen at first, this imagc may scom perhaps a littlc dull.
Nevertholess, 1t was givon prefercencc bccause of its symbolising
the significance of the foundation of the Confoderation, Thus the
final design adopted for the 50¢. valuo shows the "Oath of the Three
Swiss", a paraph rasc of the Gruectli Oath, and it constituted an
oxccllent point of departurc for the following values of this serios
of stamps, on which the armed struggle for indepondence finds its
cxpression, A

The 60c., 70c, and 80c. velues had from the very beginning
designs choscn from the famous fresco '"Retreat from Marigaano! by
Switzorland's most cclobrated paintor Fordinand Hodlor (1853-1918)
but in the firs+t casc it was thought boetter to roeturn to William
Tell, For the 70c, stamp the final choicc was given to the
"Fighting Warrior" and for the 80c, to the "Dying Warrlor"' both
from Hodler'!s frescoe.

For the 90c, valuc paintings by Nicolas-Manuel Deutsch, a Swiss
statesman and artist (1484-1530) worc choscn, onc (not executed)
was the clegant silquettc of a "Nobleman with Sword", the other
that of an improssive "Standard Bearor" and the final choice was
that of the lattore This is a roal mestorpicece of engraving onc
cannot admirc enough, The placing of the indispensable inscriptions
groatly complicated the task of the artist, as it was not casy to
find & solution in harmony with the motif - the standard bearcr
taking up almost tho entire space of the stamps

Whilce reproductions of the works of ancient mastors on the
stamps of lower values were full figurc poriraits, bust portraits a
for thoe stamps of 1 franc to 2 franes bring some variation, linc
cngraving boing particularly suited to this typo. Special attontion 3
is drawn to thc details of the costumes in the design of the 1 f,
valuc, the lacc collar of Juorg Jenatsch on the 1 £, 20ce valuc and

tho ocurled wig displayed by Francols de Reynold on the 1 £, 50c,. :
stamp, By no othor printing process can such perfection of
engraving be obtaincd. 3

Tho motifs chosen for the first cssays were flguros of foot
soldiors (onc was that of a "Landsknccht" by Urs Graf). But it was
thought that thesc picturcs, though appcaling, lacked a link

connceting them sufficiently with tho prceccding designs of the
lower valuos,
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INOTES

DEATH OF J.H., MEYER

The President of the Fed- !
eration of Swiss Philat- |
elic Bocieties, Herr

Josef Hermann Meyer, died
after a short illness on
April 29th at Lucerne.
Herr Meyer, a bank official
was one of the best known
Swiss philatelists and for
more than 20 years the
President of the Lucerne
P,S, He took a prominent
part in organising the
"LUNABA" 1951, Herr Meyer
was 61,

A SWISS-ITALIAN MEETING
took place on May 21-22 at
Lugano, and was visited by
a large number of Italian
philatelists, The Lugano

P,S. orgenised an exhibition !

and a bourse, which were most
successful,

COLONEL H. do WATTEVILLE,

the formecr President of our
Socicty, published in the May
igssue of thc London Philatel-
ist, the organ of tho Royal,

an interesiing article on the!
1854/62 issuc, which we hopc |

to be able to reprint in one
of the next Nows Letiers,

ROAD SAFETY PROPAGANDA
postmarks appcarced during May
in the threo Swiss languages
and are being used at prescnt
by the post offices at Bale,
St. Gallen, Goneva and
Chiasso. The rather original
toxt reads (in Fnglish trens-
lation)s "Can he stop? Will
he stop? And you?" Quite 1o
the pointl

WHY NOT REPAIR OLD STAMPS ?
Commenting on the sale at a
Parid auction (at the Hotel
Drouot) of a repaired Double
Goneva at the price of
430,000 Fronch francs (about
£430) tho Berner Bricfmarken
Zeitung (Zumstein's organ),
reprints obscrvations pub-
lished in tho "L'Echangiste
Universel" on repalrs of '
old stamps, The paper says
that thore is no 0ld Master
painting in any gallory of

the world, no ancicnt statuo, |

no antique furniturc, which
has not undergonce rcpairs or
skilful rcstoration. Every
connoigscur and collector of
antiques accopts as = matter
of fact that such antiquos

by .

ars veing repaleod,

L

t methods,

CREAT SWISS GEMS

% We illustrate today an entire offered some time ago for sale
i(and since disposed of at a high price) by the Bale stamp dealers
{firm of Ernest Mueller,
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It is one of the rare "mixed frankings", bearing a 5 Rp.
Rayon I on dark blue paper, with framed Cross, uscd together
with a fine copy of the 2% Rp. "Winterthur", thus making up
the postal ratc of 74 Rappon which was in force in 1850,
during the transitional period, for lottors weighing between
% and 1 ounce within the postal zonoe No, 1. The lotter, postod
in Zurieh on Decembor 17, 1850 and addresscd to Winterthur
(the "Wintoerthur" stamp was, of course, in fact issued by the
Zur ich Postal District No. 8) bears in addition to a dated
circular postmark, two very clear impressions of the P.P.
cancellation, Zumstein's Special Catalogue refers to such a
"mixed franking" of T4 Rp. on page 27 and & letter this franked
is valued there at F 2,400.~ But the depicted entire is

particularly fine and would command an even higher valuation.
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SWISS 0N

HENRI PESTALOZZI i
The famous oducationist was born,
the son of a doctor, in Zurich on
12th January, 1746. A brilliant
scholar, who received his degrec as
Mastor of Arts at the age of 17, he
turncd his intercst to the life of
the poor peasant in the alpine

valleys, whose misery and ignorance
in those days he hopod to dispel by

introducing novel agricultural
To +this purpose he bought somc plots of land,; with
money lont to him by some well-mcaning poople, and started a
modcl farm, introducing for the first time agricultural machin-
ory. But his associatcs soon left him and he lost all his
moncy in his vanture, Undaunted, ho decided to become a schoole-
magter in a poor rural community, &t Stanz in Aargau. Here he
ostablishod his roevolutionary now teaching methods, bascd on
his beliof that overy child has "dormant" talents and thath

. overy branch of knowledge can ho developed by encouraging a
i child to exprecss itself,

In this way he succoccdod to dovclop

in tho minds of his pupils a feceling of intoelloetual power
hitherto unknown to them, His work was intorrupted by tho ine
vagion of thoe Austrians, but the Swiss authoritices got intorest-
ed in his now cducational methods, put thc Castle of Berthoud

at his disposal and granted him a subsidy of 100 francs a year,.
From Berthoud and later from the Castlo of Yverdon, the "Pestae
lozzi method" spread throughout the world and the idea of the
"Kindorgarten" was born, But Postalozzi cpncountercd much hostile

105808 Blemed;thof Bp encoursgog revolutiopary tronds smone
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THE  GENEVAH CUS OUT

The Geneva "out-out" of 1846 (Zum, No.07) used to be for many decades probably the most
unpopular Swiss stamp - and it can be quite legitamtely described as a stamp - because of
the natural reluctance of collectors to accept a "cut-out" from an envelope as a normal post-
age stamp., Yet, during the last few years, meny serious collectors have addressed theixr
minds to this intruder into the field of '"normal" adhesive, Partly, the roluctance which
preveiled for such a long time, was caused by the fact that the "cut-out'" had no original
gum - being cut out from an envelope p and had to be gummed when used on folded letter sheetis.
Today, it is one of the most sought after Swiss rarities if used on a Tolded lstter, Indecd,
it is much rarer in this condition than the Bale Dove, The house-orgen of the well-known
Bale firm of Frnest Muller published recently a statistic showing that during the last 30
years in some 80 important stamp auctions 46 fine entires bearing the Bale Dove, but only
21 Geneva 'cut-outs" on entires came under the hammer, And in the famous Switzerland collectw
ion of Baron Ferrari (long since dispersed) there was an array of Bale Doves and many other
classics on cover, but only two "cut-outs' on entires. Another reason for the neglect shown
to the Geneva "cutwout'" is that in contrast with
8ll other classics, there is hardly any philatelic
literature on this subject. It may therefore, be
worth while to give a brief outlino of its history

The Geneva Cantonal Post Office was ~ I
believe =~ the first postal authority in Europe to
issue envelopes with imprinted stamps. They were
printed by Charles A.Smith at Geneva from litho-
stones, every envelope singly and the total issue
was 40,000, The first day of issue was February

‘ 27th, 1846, some four years before the British Part of g rare
The ‘Geneva Post Office issued envelopes with imprinted stamps entire with a red
"cub-outh and thus started a fashion that was rapidly o Geneva Rosette,

spread abroad. But the envelopes found little
interest with the public. The folded letter sheet, usually sealed with wax, prevailed and
most of the onvelopes remained unsold when on January 1st, 1849 the Federal postal authority
took over the cantonal posts, A docrce published by the Federal Postal Direction in June,
1849 ordercd that the stamps could be cut out from the envelopes and used on folded letters
or other wrappcrs, and thus the cut-outs started thoir short-lived carcer three years after
the actual issue of thé envelopes. Howevor, they proved as littlec popular as the original
' envelopecs, mainly because they had to be gummed
before sticking onto a folded letter shecet, Tho
Muller statistics show that of 35 known “cut-—outs" on

| - B © cntires 24 had cancellations datod 1850 and 11 datod
ST . 1851, whilo nonc worc found with canccllations oither
kel e - /gzﬁjg;,,: of 1849 or 1852, Apart from thesc entiros in known
Lo K e - ’ .

collections or offered in rccont ycars at auctions,
thaere exist a fairly large number of '"cut—outs' on
"fronts" and pieces. Complete entires are extremely
rare., OFf the cancellations the Geneva Rosette is
much less frequent tham the Grille or Lattice post-
marks, and the red Rosette rarer than the blue, while both are rarer than the black onc,
The lozenge cancellation is encountered in blue (malnly from Geneva) and also in black,
originating at Vaud, Neuchatel and also Zurich, The lozenge is the normal 15 lines grille
used in all postal districts soon after the transfer of the responsibility for the postal
service from the cantonal to the federal authorities.

The well-known Swiss expert, Dr. Fulpius, warns that many fakes exist where a genuine
(unused) cut-out has been mounted on a piece, sometimes already bearing some other cancell-
ations, such as PP, PD or circulat dated postmarks and then "cancelled" with a forged rosette -
or grille. A "ocut-out" on an entire or even on a "fronit" is by far rarer than a complete
original envelope of 1846, which if not frequently used, was yet mailed in very much larger
number than "cut-outs" on folded letter sheets. The Geneva envclope must, of course, be rogard
ed as "stationery" and belongs to that part of a Switzerland collection which embodies post—
cards, wrappers, envelopes with imprinted stamp designs etec., while a "cut-out" is an adhesive
stamp and should find its placc in the distinguished company of the other Goneva issues, such
as the ”Double Geneva" of 1843, the "Small Eagle" of 1845 and the "Large Eagle” of 1847.

oooooooooooooooooooooooo

D,DA\/”: DHSCOUL\JT 104 SUMMER DISCOUTNT

on all orders received between June 1 & August 3
This offer applies 1o all prlces in our 1955 Catalogue and also to our Approval Service,
IN A WORLD OF RISING FRICES WHAT A TONIC TO SEE AN ADVERT, OFFERING PRICE REDUCTIONS !
Save 2/- in the & N OW and fill your gaps in your Switzerland collection.
Make sure of getting finest quality by ordering from "THE SWISS SPECIALIST" -~ -
THE AMATETUR COLLECTOR LTD.
27, Westbury Road, Woodside Park, London, N, 12.

A "front piece'" with a "cut-out"
cancelled with a 15 line grille,
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The initial cost of preparing a cylinder is
expensive, but -after that the actual printing is a
very cheap process. A modern machine such as in use
now can produce 23 to 3 million stamps per hour and
8,000 million stamps are produced in a year at a cost
under £100,000, ‘
~ Mr, Smith then outlined the various stages of photo-
gravuro printing, Briefly, the method of prcparing the
cylinder is as follows: A ncgative is made from the
photograph and the negative can be retouched, When
passed as satisfactory, a positive is made by means of
a step and repeat camera (480 stamps to a sheet, as
regards present production of current British stamps)g
this camera is accurate to the nearest $~1000th of an
inch, A further negative is made from the positive on
a gelatine coated paper, which is then itransferred to
sthe copper cylinder. Extreme care has to be tsken at
this stage as the gelatine is highly hygroscopic and
all operations are temperature-controlled. The cylinder
is put into hot water which softens the paper backing
so that it comes away, leaving the gelatine film ad~—
hering to the cylinder. The cylinder is cooled and
‘then ctched by acid, and finally hardened. When the
‘printing operation takes place, colour variation is
reduced to a minimum by preparing far more ink than
will be required. This is kept in receptacles in a
room beneath the printing machine, pumped up to the
machine and the surplus returned to the receptacle.
The ink is extremely fluid.

The parts of the cylinder other than the stamp
images arc chromium plates to withstand continuous
wear, A quarter million sheets of stamps can be print-
od before the chromium shows signs of wear; it is re-
chromed several times before a cylinder is discarded.
During printing the cylinder is cleancd automatically
by a thin sheet of flexible steel which passes across
the face of the cylinder between cach printing operate
ion and removes surplus ink. In rcecess printing this
cleaning operation has to be donc by means of a rag
which can; at times, give rise to uneven inking. While
printing,,a guide hole is punched on the side of sach
sheot. Bach batch of 10 shects is passed through the
perforating machine, which perforates three sides at a
time, and because of the accurate alignment of the
'guide hole the perforations are correct on each sheet,

Of recent Swiss stamps, the Pro Patria and Pro
Juventute series (with the exception of the 5-5 ¢,
value which is recess printed) arc produced in photo-
gravure by Courvoisier,

Mr., Smith then gave some interesting hints on how
to detect forgeries by obscrving printing processes.
We shall publish some further notes from his oxtremely
interesting and instructive lecture in the next issue
of the "Helvetia News Letter',

GROTUP

(Hon.Scc,Mrs.E,J.Rawmsley, 32 Ethelbert Gdns., Ilford)
The closing meeting of the presoent scason was held on
7th June, The oxpccted record attendance was not gquite
achieved owing to the difficulties of travelling due
to the railway strike, The majority of London members
live in suburban "dormitories" and it was gratifying
to see that in spite of the great inconvenience quite
a number of them braved the "rush hour" and came to

the meeting, Mr,L.C.Smith of Messrs.Harrison & Sons
Ltd, very nobly travelled all thngag from_the sccluded
part ﬁf uck%n§h mshlﬁ@ info sitrike-bound London to.
give his most Interesting lecture, excerpts ?rom which
are published in this issue of the "News Letter",
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SWISS FILMS FOR NOVEMBER MERTING IN
LONDON

Our Hon, Treasurer, Mr. A.J.Harding,
who 1s an executive of the London
office of the Swiss National Tourist

i Office, has kindly arranged a film
¢ show for our Society of Swiss
. philatelic and tourism films,

The film show is to take place in
November, and will be combined with
the monthly meeting of the London
Group. New members in particular
should endeavour not to miss thig-
opportunity, which will provide,
only a treat for every friend of
: Switzerland but will also convey
| understanding of the complicated and
. interesting methods of Swiss stamp
productionae

EXCHANGE PACKET CONTRIBUTIONS

The Hon. Exchange Pkt. Supr. Mr.
J.H. Short (115 Peppard Road,
Caversham, Reading) extends once
again his request to all members to
: contribute to the Packets. The

continuing dearth of material makes
it almost impossible to asscmble and
sond out new packots. All gradcs of
matorial are welcome.
A o e L T

FIRST DAY COVERS COLLECTION

e

FOR SALZE

Our member, Mr, A.,Hs of Ashford,
desires to dispose of a wvery complete
i collection of PUBLICITY & HEALTH
i RESORT POSTMARKS on P.T.T. First Day
covers. Total number of covers is
352 and the market price is approx—
imately £30 - £35 for the lot.
The seller is prepared to accept
offers at and above £15 for the lot.
Offers should be addressed to the

Hon, Sec: Mrs, £.J, Rawnsley,
R e T S

INFORMATION WANTED

The Hon. Secrotary (Mrs. E.J,
Rawnsley) would groatly epprociste
details of any intoresting or
unusual cancellations, route marks
- etc. (preferably accompanied by a
- sketch or tracing) which members may
. come across, in order to assist in
her own researches on the subject and

also to pass on to other members,
References to any published

i articles would also be wolcome,
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Q  Inageh Aibatilic Esont of 1955
Preparations for the National Philatelic Exhibition in Lausanne frem 15th to 23rd October

are in full swing, and although it was originally planned on a rather modest scale - as
compared with great international events of this kind - it is develcping into a major affair

W™ promises to outshine the LUNABA of 1951,

pucause the Lausanne exhibition is a national show, the committee had chosen the month of
October when Swiss philatelists - after the end of the tourist season - have more leisure.
In some way this is regretteble as it will meke it impcssible for most British and other

foreign philatelists to combine a wvisit to Lausanne with their holiday.

The last internation~

al stamp oxhibition in Switzerland, the IMABA, was held in August 1948 -and attracted many

hundreds of foreign visitors.
aff a.iI' .

This time, as in Lucerne four years ago, it is a Swiss family
But just because of this there will be at Lausanne a wonderful array of Switzerland

. colloctions on show and we shall, thercfore, report in detail asbout what will be on show
therc, as the exhibits will be of perticular interest to the collectors and students of

Swiss issues.

The "comite d'honneur" includes many eminent
names, which shows, in contrast with Britain,
how helpful the authorities are., It is headed
by M.G, Lepori, the Federal Counsellor
(Minister) for Posts and Transport, and among
its members are the Prime Minister of
Liechtenstein, Herr Frick, the President of
i Canton Vaud, M.E, Jaguet, the Dircctor
Gencral of the P,T.T.; Dr, Weber, the Direotor
of the U.P,U., Dr. Hess, and meny othors,

Our correspondont reports that the Organis-
ing Committee has already received a large
number of gifts of valuasble prizes, to be
awarded by the Jury, which consists of nine
prominent Swiss philatelists and four foreign
philatelists (including M, Lucien Berthelct,
the prosident of the French Federation and
Signor Alborto Diena, the famous Italian
expert). It is a particularly happy Swiss
tradition that many of the prizes consist of
picces of art rather than medals, and among
the gifts prosented to the Committec is a
valuable clock given by the P.T.T., a paint-
ing by the well-known Swiss artist Paul-Robert
Perrin (a gift from the Municipality of
Lausanne), another fine clock presented by
Courvoisiocr, the famous printers of Swiss
stamps, and several picocs of jewellery and
table silver as well as gold and silver
watchos,

As we have already reported, the oxhibition
is to take place in the halls of the Comptoir
Suisse ~ the fine and modern building where
annually the Swiss Industrial Fairs are held.
The Committee limited the number of frames to
~ onec thousand - a figure which for a national

exhibition in a small couniry would seem very
ambitious (if onc compares, for instance, the
very much modest effort of the London
"National" stamp exhibitions arranged by the
Junior Philatclic Socicty and the Philatelic
Traders Socicty at Contral Hall, Westminstor)
But alrecady after fow wecks the entries
excecded thoe number of frames availablo,
Incidentally, again to the crcedit of Swiss
authorities, it should bc montioned that the
1,000 frames worc loaned to the exhibition
organiscrs froe of charge by the P.T.T.

(from their stock used on formor occasions
and at the Postal Muscum). Tho P.T.T. will,
of coursc, be ropresonted by meny largo and
intorosting oxhibitse.

We havoe already roported that a speecial
postmark will bc uscd during the cxhibition:
showing a picture of the Lausanne Cathedral,
and in addition therc will be an Automobile
Post Office, in front of thc cxhibition
building, which will usc a diffcront (squarc
"flag") postmerk. Apart from the Miniaturc

'sheots, which will bo sold at 2.~ francs and

will have a franking valuc of 30c, (the only
not so pleasant feature of the cxhibition
but apparontly the only solution to finance
it), all mail posted at either of tho post
officcs will be cancelled with tho approp-
riate specisal posimark. Most visitors

5 will probably secure the "“propaganda'" stamp,
! which is alroady on salc sincc Fcbruary,

and which depicts fthe Lausannc Cathodral
and rofers to the exhibition,
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NOTES
NUMBERS ISSUED OF P.J.1955

- The P,T.T. announces officially

tho following figures of the Pro :

Juventute 1955 issue: 5-5Hc.
9,027,387; 10-10c. 7,021,858;
20-10c¢, 5,108,884; 30-10c,
1,383,6665 40-10c., 1,673,739,
The number of P.J. stamp booklets
sold was 61,510, but the number
of stamps containod in theso
booklets is alrcady included in
tho total figurcs of tho individ~
. uel stamps mentioned abovec.

POST AUTO ROUTE MUNICH-ST,MORITZ

For the first time since 1939 tho
direct post automobile coach scr-

vico betweon St,Moritz and Munich
was re-startcd on July 1, and tho

routc will be in operation until
the ond of August. Wo are unable
to ascortain at the moment whothaer
mail conveycd by this routc will
be postmerked with a special
cancellation,

SEVERAL SPECIAL POST OFFICES

were or are in operation during
the present scason of Internation-
al Congresses and other groat
events in Switzerland, From June
13 to 22 a special P.0, was open
at the Congress-house in Zurich
- for the Intern., Lighting Confor-
enco, while another served the
International Education Conférence
at the Palais Wilson at Geneva
from July 4 to 12, Beth used
speceial postmarks, the latter also
aceoptod mall franked with stamps
of the Burcau Intern, d'Education
Mobile P,O.s using the special
flag postmarks operated at the
Music Festival in Borne, in Junc
tho Gonova Intorn, Aviation Meot-—
ing (from Junc 24 to July 17) and
in additlon to a mobile P,0, thorc
was a spceial post offico at the
Foderal Festival of Gymnastics in
Zurich during July, both using
spocial posimarks,

A SERIES OF NEW RAITWAY POSTCARDS

was issucd by tho P,T,T, last
months, bearing attractive pict-
ures of rail and transport
subjoects with appropriate
propaganda slogans,
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CREAT SWISS L A4S,
Today wo illustratc a "minor gem" - just a block of
four of & Strubeli 5 Rappon of the 1854/62 Sitting
Helvetia imperforatc issuc. OFf coursc, blocks of four
of +this issuc arc all rare
and not ocasy to come by,
and the choapest catalogue
valuation put on a block
of the 5 Rappon is F 225
to F250, whilc some of the
rarc valucs, such as No,
224 are as highly ocatalog-
ued as up to ¥ 1,000, The
block depicted horo is,
howover, of particular
intcrest because of its
oxtromely fine condition
and its raroc bar cancclle:
ation omanating from tho
1little post office of
Maltors, a villago about
5 miles cast of Lucorno, on tho route to Wolhusen,
Onc does not find nowadays such magnificent blocks™ *
four cancellcd at some forlorn village and this alone
mekos & piece like that a colloctor's gems

Colloctors interestoed in postmarks and postal markings
are often puzzled by some early 'cachots™ which scem to
makc littlc sense and do not indicatc either a cancelle
ation or any "usual'" obliteration applied by postal’
authorities. In some cases such marks are, in fact,
merely private initials put on incoming mail by firms,
banks or government offices indicating that the missive
has been put into a rogister book, but morc often they
are "reimburscment marks" used by the Swiss postal
authorities for the purpose of rccovering the tax from
foroign postal offices, Mrs. L.J.Ravmsley has compiled
a number of such markings and wo illustrato a fow b~low,

7 indicates that the postal rate is to ve
A.E.D reimbursed to the Swiss Post by tho
7~ roceiving country., Tho "A.E.D." stands
for "Affranchisscment Etrangc Debourso" (Forocign
affranchiscement roimburscd) and the "7" for 7 Kroutzor,
the equivalont amount in Gorman curroncy,

On many old stampless lottors we find
some of the markings dopictod hore,

Thoy usually indicato the origin of the
lottor (though sometimos thoy mey also
point to the "lignoe" or (routo) the

mail was carried. "L.B," rofors to -
"Lettre do Balc" Jor perheps Borne/,"L.G."
stands for "Lottre do Genove", "L,Z." for.
Zurich and so on, Tho figuros 10 K, 4 X
and 12 K indicate thce postal rate in
Kreutzors, which thc foreign postal
authoritics, such as the Frcnch of German
had to reimbursc to the Cantonal post..
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. ONLY 5
10%

MORE  WEIXS
SUMMER

- to August 31lst 1955
DISCOUNT

This offer applices to all prices in our 1955 Catalogue and also to our Approval Scrvice,
IN A WORLD OF RISING PRICES WHAT A TOMIC TO SEE AN ADVERT OFFERING PRICE REDUCTIONS!

Save 2/- in tho &£
THE AMATETUR

N OW and fill tho gaps in your Swiss collcction, :
COLLECTOR

L TD,

27 Westbury Road, Woodside Park, N.l2,
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SWISS STAMPS AND THE
- NATURALIST

By Lt.-—COlonol JoD.BLYTHg O.B.Eo9 RQP.SO’L'

(Wo have pleasure in publishing this '"seasonable article" from the pen of
our distinguished member and oxpert, who this time tacklos a subjoct in a lighter vein)

For the fifth time last Decomber we have For thc majority cntomology as an active-
scen swarms of insects lot loose into the pursuit fades and is forgotten before the
world of Swiss philately. Fow collecctors cnding of the teons, but the young arce often
can fall to appreciatc the artistry of the ardent collectors of butterflics as well as
designers and the skill of the printers, but stampsy and as the latest Pro Juventute set
it takes an ontomologist to rcalise the moves from tho stocking towards the album,
dopth of knowlcdge nceded for the accurate the house will ring with questions "What
portrayal of the insects themselves and also sort of butterfly is that, Daddy?" ("Why do
for the delivate delincation in the back- I drive you to distraction, Mummy?') It is
ground of tho plants upon which the cater~ to save Daddy and Mugmy from anything beyond
pillars {larvac to the pedants!) foed on normal fair wear and tcar that I havo pro-
thoix. towards flight. parcd the following notes.

In 1950, on the 10-10c, valuc we find tho Rod
Admiral, Its spiky caterpillar lives alone
on nettle, On 20-10c, is the Clifden Nonpareil
or Blue Underwings a very rare visitor to this
country. About bees ~ one of which is depicted
‘on the 30-10c, stamp of the 1950 series - many
thick volumes have been written. According to

Pycraft's Natural History there are some 20,000
different species of Bee known to socience and
distributed throughout the world, but mainly

- e to be found in the north and south temperate

. . zones, That all bees live socially is hives is

1()+“) HELVETIA a fallacy. It has been estimated that rather
less than five per cent of them are really

PRO JUVENTUTE 1850

e

RED ADMIRAL social, and in the majority of cases each bee BLUE UNDERWING
makes a solitary nest, preparing and provis—
. ioning one cell at a time,

A11" jes collect honey and the name "Honey Bee" for the one on our stamp is as good a name
as any,  The 40-10c, value of the same set portrays a yellow butterfly which is not known in
Britain, and has no English name, '"Moor Yellow" is a reasonable translation of the German
"Moorgelbling", in the fashion of descriptive English names such as "Meadow Brown" or "Wood
White", .

The 10-10¢, stamp of the 1951 Pro Juventute set shows the Dragon Fly, one of the small
delicate kinds whose brilliant colours are familiar to all anglers. It is wrong to call the
butterfly on the 20-10c, value of this sot the "Swallow-tail", as this name belongs to the
Fnglish variety of the Papilio family, the Papilio machaon. Fifty years ago this variety,
the Papilio podalirius, was called the "Scarce Swallow-tail',

On the 30-10c, stamp we find the Orange-tip:. I always feel that the first appearance of
this lovely 1little thing is proof that, at last, summer-is on the way. The bluish-green
caterpillar cats hedge-mustard, cuckoo-flowor, charlock, and several other plantse The
catorpillar of the Emperor Moth on the 40-10c, value of the 1951 P.J. sect is a magnificent
croaturc, bright apple—grecn with narrow markings and chromo yellow warts out of which sprout
blackish bristles. It feeds on most moorland plants, bramble, heather, sallow, sloc, mocadow

s . , swoeet otc, '

ARt On tho 10-10c. stamp of 1952 is the Lady Bird,
g P the gardener's friend. Its larvae are thosc
brownish wingless insects one sees on rose
leaves, Their food is green fly, (No, they do
not believe that their house is on fire!)

The Marbled White portrayed on the 20-10c,
stamp is gencrally found in or ncar woods.
The whity-brown caterpillar will oat most
kinds of grass. The Chalk Hill Blue on the
30-10¢c. value has a flattish ostorpillar,
green with yollow stripes, it feeds on various

30+10 HELVETIA )
 HONEY BEE votchos, (To be continued) MOOR YELLOW
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//\/ f ING  STAMPS
L., B MITH

of Messrs, Harrison & Sons Ltd., London

In his lecture given in June to a moeting of
the London.Group of our Society Mr. Smith gave
many instructive hints on printing, some of
which we mentioned in the Junc issuc of the

FROM

£

THE COMMITTEE"

$ 800000 E0000CO00SUSOROESDOIOSEROCOEEIGSS

It is with deep regret that I
have to announce the death, on Tth
July, of Mrs, Stella Spiro, wife of
our Chairnan, I know all Members
will wish to Jjoin me in expressing

21

"Helveotia News Letter", Dealing with the methods
of distinguishing the various printing process-
¢s in a simple manner, Mr. Smith made the
following points.,

(a) Surface Printing.
Most stemps printed in this process arc from
"line c¢lichoes" and produccd on coated papor.
Tho ink tends to run into the lines and the
appcarance of tho stamp is lighter in colour in
the middle, It ncceds a very powerful magnificr
to establish this printing method.

(b) Lithography (Printing from stonc)

The appearance of tho stamp is flat overall
(planographic), The fine lines may run together
giving a "masscd effect", or some lincs may
break awsy. Due to damping of tho paper during
printing, thorc may be some cmulsification of
of the ink and oil and somo slight sproading
towards the outer odge of tho stamp,

(¢) Recoss printing
This method can be easily identified by feel.
Tho coloured lincs arc higher and the surfaco
of tho stamp fools rough.

our very sincerc sympathy to
Mr, Spiro and his family.

B, J. RAWNSLEY, Hon. Sec,

FIRST ANNUAL COMPETLITION

We are ploeasced to say that we have
succeceded in securing tho scrvices of Dr.

K, Strauss and Mr. Max Uohlinger, both
vary well-known
a8 Adjudicators
Competition, to
December, 1955.

Swiss collectors, to act
at our First Anmnual Cup
be held on Tuesday, 6th

S

Full dotails, including the Rules of

the Compotition, will be published noext
month, which should allow Members plenty
of time to proparc their cntrios.

We shall look forward to roceiving a

reccord number of ontrics so as to do

justice, not only to our Society, bub also

to our eminent judges.

(4) Photogravure
This method is casiest to distinguish but a
check can be made by moans of a poworful magni-
Pying glass which will roveal the background
dots., Unlike nowspapor photography, whore tho
dots arc of uncqual size, the screcn uscd for
printing stamps has dots, or rathor minute
squarcs, cach secparated by a norrow margin,

The Hon, Scerctery, Mrs. B.J.Rewmsley,

iwill be on holiday during the first two
wecks of August.
roquosts for library books, ote. will be

All correspondence,

dealt with promptly on her rcturn.

which look (grcatly magnified) i
as tho drawing on the right E}%g}
and aro all of the same sizo. i

Dcaling with somc forgorics, lMr, Smith
pointed out that photographic forgeries are
usually tho most accuratc, but can bo detected
by their sizoe which is not always doad accuratc.
The Sporati forgeries wore produced by collo-

gravure (which is a procoss somewhat akin to
photogravurc and usod for illustrating books,

Tho printing platc is of glass coated with a
hardened £ilm of gelatine. The f£ilm is sonsit-
ized and oxposcd to light under a roversc neg-—
ative of tho subject. Subsequent treatmont with
glycorince and weter swells the parts affected by
light and gives the slight rolicf onabling im-
pressions to be taken with prepared ink. From
such platos only a very limitcd number of prints
can be made, which was suitable for Sperati's
spurious work, as hc produced only a comparat-—
ivoly small number of forgorles of tho great
raritios,

Tho collotype forgories, Mr. Smith said,
can bo rocogniscd when cexamined under a vory
poworful glass by the fact that the baeckground

1955 - 19056 SEASON
Moetings of thc London Group will

%open on Tuesday, 4th October with tho
i Annual General Mooting, to be followed by

short displays by membors on 'RmGDWP
ACQUISITIONS!.,
On Tucsday, lst November, wo havo

arranged for a showing of the P.T.T. films
on Swiss Stamp Production, This will tekeo-
placc at the Swiss National Tourist Offico,
Charing Cross and not at our usual mecting
placoe  Any country Members who may be in
London on this date will be wclcome to
attond.

Tho Compctition, as announced, Will be
held at 'The Swan Hotol', Cosmo Place, W.Cel
on 6th December, All mectings arc held
from 6,30 = 8,30 pe.m,

Wo arc still opon to rocoivoe suggestions

ifor following mcotings, and will bo pleased

to arrangc displays on any aspects of Swiss
philatoly in ordor to assist Mcmbers,

shows vory tiny grains, like minutc crazy paving.

Some forgerics are easily dctectable becauso
for printing gonuinc stamps,

the scroon usod was dlffercnt from that used

For instancce, the scrcon usod by Harrison's contains 40,000
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PRO JUVENTUTTE 1953

FOUNDER OF THE "BIBLIOTHEQUE BRITANNIQUE" HONOURED ON HIS 200TH ANNIVERSARY

Exclusive New Isgue Report of the "Helvetia News Letter®

e, ‘
A 'n previous years, we are pleased %o provide our Members and readers with-the first end
exvlusive report about the Pro Juventute series to be issued on Decoember 1lst, 1955,

This time one of the stamps will be of special interest to the English-speaking philatelistis,

It honours the co~founder of the "Bibliotheque Britannique®,
French translations of works of British writers and poets.

The series will again consist of five
values, the lowost, 5+5c., brownish -
carmine, is printed in recess by the PIT
printing works, in four sheets of fifty
stamps per cylinder, bearing the control
symbols A to D,

This stamp shows the portrait of ono
of the groat Swiss encyclopaedists,
Charles Pictet de Rochemonts, who was
bowm in Gencva in 1755, and whose 200th
birthday is thus celebrated this year.
Pictet was a diplomat and roprosented
h#~ homeland at various Buropean courts.
E . his name bcocame famous whon, with his
brother, Marcus Augusic Pictet de Rocho-
monts (a noted scientist and founder of
the observatory on the Great St.Bernhard)
he ostablished in 1796 thce "Bibliotheque
Britannique", which later was widened to
the "Bibliotheque Universelle", and in
which the works of the great English
writers (and later of those of other
nations) were colloctod.

The four other wvalues deplict once again

1nsects, as follows :

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES

ANNUAL GENE

of the HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY will be held on Tuesday,

A

RAL Mw

the 18th century collection of

The 10+10c. green/brown/&cllow/blue, shows
a Peacock butterfly, a near relative of the
Vanossa atalanta, the Rod Admiral, which
appeared on the same value in 1950,

On the 20+10c., rod'grey/yellow/blue is a -
Saw-f1y, commonly alsoc known as a '"Wood-wasp",
although it is not a wasp. It is one of the
worst forost poests,.

The 30+10c, deplicts a large moth, describod
in German as the "Yellow Bear", and whosc
English or Latin name the Editor was unable
to ascortain when thoesc linos wero writion,

It scems that it is onc of tho Goomoter moths.
The stamp is in brown/black/red/ocre.

On the 40+10c. stamp is a typical alpino
butterfly, the Apollo or Alpine fritillary,
which lives only in high altitudes and docs
not visit this country. This value is printed
in blue/groy/rod and shows in the background
a wort or orpine plant, on which tho larva
of the Apollo feeds.

411 four stamps showing insect designs are
printed in roto-photogravure by Courvolsicr
in two sheets @ 50 per cylinder, Tho sot
will be valld untll Juno 30th, 1956

18325832z s28

NG

4tbe, 1955

Qctober

at 6,45 p.m, prompt, at the Swan Restaurant, Cosmo Place, Southempton Row, London, ‘W.Cul.
(short walking distance from the Holborn—Klngsway Under ground Stationg buses 68,77,188 and
196 stop at Cosmo Place in Southampton Row. ) :

Mlnuto§

AGENDA: (1
. Chairman's addressy

(2

of the Annual Goncral Meatlng held on Noveﬁber 2, 1954

(3) Report by the Hon, Socrctary.

(4) Hon, Trcasurar's Report and Statoment of Accounts
(5) Motions and Resolutions. (6) Any othor Businoss

(For dotails of NOMINATIONS end RESOLUTIONS turn to Pago 4)

B.J. RAWNSLEY. Hon. Scorctary.

BE.H.SPIRO, Chairmen,
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NCTES
ATOM APPEARS ON STAMPS

What soems o be first refer-
cnce to the atom -« at least
on Swiss stamps -~ appcarcd in
the form of two postmarks,
whick were in usc at special
Geneva post officesy at the
Confeorence and Exhibition for
Pecaceful Use of Atomic Enorgy
in August., Onc of the post-
marks was uscd at the Palais
des Nations P.0. and the toxt
was "Confcronce Pour LtUtili-
sation Pacifique de 1'Energic
Atomique - Nations Uniecs",
the other at the Exhibition
post office, with tho toxt
"1l'erc Exposition Intornat-
ionale L'Atome Pour La Paix.
Both were in usc from August
8th to 20th,

MULLER'S 1956 CATALOGUE

The new "Muller" is out and
its 1956 cdition has becomo an
almost spocialiscd cataloguc
of Switzorland, with many flaws
varioties and shados listoed.
Wo shall woviow this excellont
cataloguc in grecater detail
next monthy The price of only
P 2.~ (plus F 1.20 postage,
the latter being no fault of
the publishers!) is extromely

low for a handbook of 260 pagcs:

with hundreds of pictures,
YORKSHIRE/LANCS, GROUP

At the last mceting of the
Yorks/Lancs Group of the
Helvetia P.S. a comprehensive
display of Swiss issues- from
the anciont to the modorn-

was given by our London membor,
Mr. H.L. Katchor, Members
wore greatly impressced by the
wide range and the fine
quality of the display,

QUR CHATRMAN, Mr,.E.H,Spiro

desires to oxpross his sincoro
thanks for tho many messagcs
of sympathy he received from
Mombers on the occasion of his
recent bercavemont, He is
quite unable to answer cach of
them poersonally,

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.,

One of the most voxing things for a collector is to sond time
and again for spacce-fillors and have the list roturncd without
the missing stamps,

THIS CANNOT HAPPEN IF YOU SEND YOUR WANTS LIST TO US |

As spoclalists it is our business to carry adequate stocks to satisfy all demands.
TRY IT -

sﬁ.’-"\‘.
u\\a.

o

SOME HINTS O MOIRTING
- AND %"%522%"“??%‘%5} 19

It is hoped by the Socicty'!s Committec that meny mombors
will compctc this yocar for the Silver Cup, and thce following
notes on mounting may be uscful, particularly as tho
adjudicators will award up to 25 points for the arrangement
and writing up of thoc album pages cntorcd.

I believe that thore is no oncw-country collector today
who uscs printcd and illustrated album shects, thus thoese
hints apply to loosc-leaf, blank album pagos. Tho groy
criss—cross of linos, callcd '"quadrillo" is to help in the
arrengement of stamps on the pago and to prosorve symmetry.
The central, vertical and horizontal lincs will be found to
be distinctly marked where they join the frame, while the
point of interscction, i.c. the oxact esontrc of the pago,
is marked with a cross,

At least cight spaces should be allowed boetwcen the top
frame of the quadrille and the first row of stamps. These
spacdes arc for any writing-up which the collector may
consider nocessary. Thercafter the spacing between cach row
of stamps and also botween the stamps should be four spzres
(though at timos threc or oven two vertical spacos betw 1
stamps will not spoil the appoarancc of & page.)

The pages in an album should come in datc order of issuo
and each issuc should be arranged, as far as possible, in
order of faco valuc, Somctimes a sot consists of stamps of
differont sizo (for instanco tho Pro Juvontuto serics of
1937) and it may bo convonicont to mount the two large stamps
in the contre and the two smallor flanking thom, even it
this is not stricily in order of facc valuc,

If the stamps of an issue arc all of the same size, thoy
should bo mountced in rows containing alternately an odd end
an even number of items - or vice versa., For instance, if
the first row contains throe stamps, tho sooond may have
two, the third can thon be given five, the fourth two and
the fifth three. This is called the 3-2-5-2-3 formation,
Numerous other formations can be built up on similar lines,
such as the 2-l1-4-3-2 formation and so on., But no more-
than five rows of stamps should be mounted on each page,ﬁ\
unless it becomes overcrowded. .

In a row consisting of an odd number of stamps, the

: middle stamp should lie ovenly astride thc central vartical

line,” ‘Whan, on tho other hand, a row contains an even
number, tho two contral stamps should lie cqui-distant
(preforably two spaces to the loft and right) from the
contral vertical lince, Becausc the contre of the page is

a focal point, formations with the middlc (third) row
containing an odd number (throc or five) stamps are profer-
able .

Obv1ously9 whore an issuc is highly spccialiscd or whore
variotiecs aro addod, tho arrangemont may providc somo
problems, but thcsc two should be solved in accordancc
with the forogoing "rules",

In a furthor instalment of this article I shall deal with
pages containing incomplete scts and some hints on writing-
up,

EeHaSe

WE REALLY CAN SUPPLY !
LONDON., N, 12,

27, WESTBURY ROAD, WOODSIDE PARK,
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OWISS STAMPS AND THE
NATURALIST

By Lt Colonel J,D, BLYTH, O,B.H.,R.P.S.,L. (Conelusion)

The highost value of the 1952 Pro Juventute set, the 40+100. stamp dcpicts the Osk Eggar Mbth.
A male moth is showny thc fomale is con31derab1y bigger and pale orange brown, Tho catore
pillar is covered in brown silky fur, and cats bramblo, dogwood, hoather and various low \
growing plants, Its nemc is said to havc boon givon to it on account of tho rosomblanco of
i%s hard egg~shapod cocoon to an acorn, ,

The 1953 Pro Juveontutc serios brought throc moro insocet pictures. On tho 10+10c. stamp
we find a spccimon of the Black Archos, The name "Nun" (givon in catalogucs) is a translation
of its Latin name "Monacha', and should not bc usod in this country, Thoe caterpillar is
groyish with brown and black stripos, it feods on oak, apple, pinc and othor troes. Tho
Camberwgll Boauty depleted on the 20+10c: valuo is a vory rarc visitor to this country. Tho
spiky caterpillar fceds on birch, sallow, willow, olm,
but not on netilo,

On: the 30+10c¢. stamp wo find a Longlcorn Beotle,
Although thorc arc soveral kinds of "Longw-hora! ’
beetlos in this country, only tho lMusk Beotlo has an
English namo, The bootloc on the stamp is a strangor,
an¢ o name "Purple Long Horn' is a translation
fr¢ the Latin,

In 1954 four morc insects adorned the Wintor ‘
Cherity sorics. The Garden Tigor on tho 10+10c, ) . ‘ y

value is the commoncst of the six kinds of Tiger ‘ LADY-BIRD M%g?ggb CHAngiéLL
moths found in this country. Its catorpillar is tho truc : :

"Woolly Boar", and it is woollior, blackor, and liveclicr than any of the other thirty kinds of.-
hairy catqrplllars which competo for the name, It may be found oven in London- gardons, and
feeds on dandclion and almost any low growing plant. The hairs will
somotimes irritatc and causc a rash on delicate skins of human
'VENTUTE 1954 beings. Mysolf, when yourg, parsuaded my still youngor sistexr to _
‘ ; kiss a roally finc spcoimen with the result that botween the nose an&
chin sho rapidly took rosomblance to a polican....

Thc Boc on . tho 20+10c, stamp is corroctly callod the "Humble“Bee“,
but commonly known as the "Bumble Bee". It is said not to sting, and -
I nover hositated to pick them off the window with & closod fist.
Usually thoy complain a littlo and push at ono's fingors, but I did
~got stung onco. I don't know whyy it may have beon bocausc while I
was picking it up with ono hand, I accidentally sot fire to tho

\ curtain with tho other, Pycraft's Naturael History points out that
1() K) }IEiﬁJETTl& the Bumblc-beeg rosogblo ?hO'Wasps r§tharithan tho Hivo-bocs in
- ‘ rospcot of thoir social 1lifo, as thoir colonios dic out ovory asutum a
. and only the fortilisod quoons survivo tho wintor. Somo of the
GARDEN TIGER & Bumble~boos (belonging to tho Cuckoo gonus) mako uso of thoir

MOTH ' onorgetic relatives rathor than to work thomsclves. Thoy do not
produco workers, all of them havo lost thoir pollon-baskots and othor charactoristics of the
hard-working bee. They invade the nests of other Bumble-bees, and having killed the queen,

- usurp her place, taking control 1ay1ng eggs and having their grubs fed and reared by their
relatives.

The insect shown on the 30+10c. value is an Ascalaphus fly, belonging to the order of
Neuroptera, and in spite of its appearance greatly resembling to that of a butterfly, is not
a Lepidoptera but a near relative of the Any-lions and Snake-flies., Having a fondness for
warnth it does not visit this country - though the summer of 1955 would certainly have
suited its requlrements.

Finally, on the 40+10c¢. stamp of the 1954
Pro Juventue series, we find dhe picture of
a Swallow %ail butterfly, the Papilio Machaon,
Once more widely spread, this butterly is an:
inhabitant only of the fens, whore the greoen,
orange spotted catorpillar fceds on fonnol,
milk parsley, wild carrot otc.

When I was some mince years old, I saw a
single caterpillar found on the odge of a
poat bog on County Clare, Irish cntomological
. philatelists should notc! Tho 1955 Pro Juven-
‘iS()+K)IIEIJVEYPL%.~ tutc sorios will bring in Docember four. more

- dinscet pictures, including onc of tho fiorce ;
ASAATADHTI®  TTY Sew-fly, onc of tho worst posts of tho forcste SWALLOW-TATL

o b
1
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NOMINATIONS for the cloction of Officors,
(Chairmen, Vico-Chairman, Hon.Secrotary, Hon,
Treoasurer, Hon,Exchange Packot Superintondent,
Chairman of the Export Committec) and of (not
oxcoeding) 12 Members of the Committce, which
will take placc at the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

should bo sent %o tho Hon,Secrotary, Mrs. E.J.
Rawnsley, without dolay and roach hor not lator
than first post on Monday, Septombor 26th.

RESOLUTIONS %o be moved at thoe Annual Gencral
Mcoting, Any Mombor desiring to move a
Resolution must givo noticc in writing, cnclos-
ing the toxt of the Resolution propesed, to tho
Hon.Socerctary bofore tho commencement of tho
A,G.M,, at tho latest,

Aftor the Businoss meeting, which is oxpectod
to last about onc hour, thore will be an in- .
formal meotlng of the London Group, to whichall
Members arc invited to tring along for display
"Reeent Acquisitions'! to their collcctions,.

Mombers arc requestod to make every cffort
to attend the Annusl General Mooting on
Tuesday, Octobor 4th, 1955

For Agenda see page 1.

&.J., Rawnsley,
Hon, Secretary,

E.H' Spiro »
Chairman,

nnnnnnnnnn
ooooo

LONDON
‘Programme 1955/56

October 4th: A.G.M, and Displays of "New
Acquisitions".

FILM SHOW "SWISS POSTAGE STAMPS"
The film show will teke place at
the Swiss Nat. Tourist Office,

" Charing Cross. Watch out for
further announcement in the Oct-
ober issue of the "Helvetia News
Letter",

Annusl Cup Compotition
"Who's Who on Swiss Stamps"
Air Mails Display

oooooooooooooooo
5 A 0o

GROUP

Wovember lst:

December 6th:
February Tth:
March 6ths

April 3rd: Postmarks and Canccllations
May 1sts Swiss Provisionals
Junc 5th: Open display

aaaaaaa
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Mr, ¥, Crowthcr, formerly of Leods, and Mr. R.F.
Noeds, formorly of Walton-on-Thames, who havo
removed from thoir previous addrossos arc
requestod to forward their ncw addresses to the
Hon, Soarctary.v

2 900
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NOW

MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE
ANNUAL CUP COMPETITION

Tucsday, Dececember 6th, 1955

Ehtries (whlch will be fully insured up to £100
or more.on.special roquest, froec of chargse to -’
cntrants) must roach the Competition Organiscr, -
Mrs., E.J,Rawnsley, 32 Ethclbert Gardens, Ilfard*
Essexo by Registered Meil, not lator than ‘

-~

Qo0

28332833 3¢%
2 6060600 a

HELYETIH
COMPETITION L
A s announced carlicr, the First Annual Cup
Compotition will bo held on Tu o s 4 a ¥,

DECEMBER 6th., 1955, at thc Swan Rostaurant,

Cosmo Placc, Southampton Row, London, W.C.l. at
6 30 Pelle

(3)

No«S (Minth Ycar)

CUP

Tho Sub=Committec, appointed by thc Society's

Committoc, cstablishod the following -

COMPITITION RULES

(1) The Compotition shall be held annually at

a date detcerminced by the Commitice of the
Holvetia P.S., as a display of album leaves
from collcctions of Swiss stamps ownod by
Mombors of the Socioty. Tho display shall be
held at a meocting of the London Group, but -
shall bo opon to all Members of the Society,
whorover they rceside.

(2) Compotitors shall onter not loss that six

and not morc than ton sheets, comprising any
postagc stamps, charity, airmail, spcciad®
postage duc, official or othcr issucs, ~
miniaturc shocts, scmi-postal issucs (such as
hotol ‘stamps, soldicr stamps, airmail labels
ctc.), ontires, flown lcttors, postal station-
ory, issued in Switzcorland and considorod asg
philatelic itcms in a stamp colleotion.
Entrics must bo submittod two wocks before
the date of the Compotition,

(4) A Jury, sppointed by the Committee of the

Helvetia P,S. shall judge entries and award
the Silver Cup to the owner of the entry'which
they shall select as most Worthy.,

(5) Entries shall be judged by a system of

points based on the following heahings=

(i) General philatelic interest v...... 25
(1) Originality (including research) .. 25
(iii) Writing up and Arrangement .....ee. 25
(iv) Condition (catalogue value to =Y

be 1gnored) ,.......; 25

: 100

(6) The Cup, awarded annually, shall remain in

the possession of the winner for elcoven months
following the award and thon be returncd to

tho Competition Organisor namad by tho Commi -
tee, The Cup shall then boe proscnted Ho the
next winner of tho Annual Competition, but if
the samc person wins threc successive Annual
Competitions, the Cup shall bocome his (or her)
proporty, and tho Committcc shall provide a

i now Cup for the noxt Compotition.

As mentioned in carlier "Holvotia News Letters"
tho first Competition Cup has boen donated to
tho Sosicty by thc Chairman, Mr. E.H. Spiro,
and the Committco -arc pleascd to have socured
tho sorvices of Dr. K., Strauss, R.P. Seyle

(who 1s woll knovm to our members as & former
membor of the Socioty's Gommittae for sovcral
years) and Mr., Max Uchlinger, a promincnt
Swiss philatclist, themsclves both ominent

. colloctors, to act as our Adjudloators at tho
i first Annual Competltlon.
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EDITORIAL L
HEL HELVETIA CUP
- 4
CMIPETITTON
At the December .seting of the
London Group the entries of our

members will be displayed and the
two Adjudicators, Dr, K.Strauss,

R.P.S.yL. and Mr. Max Uehlinger will i

award the Helvetia Silver Cup 1955
$c the member submitting the most
meritous entry.

On Page 3 we publish again the
Competition Rules, They have been
drawn up in such a way that all .
members, whether far-advanced
specialists or collectors who have
only recently embarked upon collect-
ing the issues of Switzerland will
be able to compete fairly with each

oth,

" Tu. monetary or catalogue value of

~ the stamps entered will not count

at all as regards the de cision of
the Adjudicators, A few pages of

~ some “"common" stamps, which show that

thoir owner possesses the real phil-
atelic grasp of a keen collecctor and |

and has assembled his colleaction ~
however modest in value — with a
loving interest, will have oxactly
the same chance of winning the Cup
than an cxhibit of some classics or
rarities....or, perhaps, evon a
better chance.

Today, I want to appeal o all
our members to participate in this,
our first Competition.NoOne needs to
keep his stamps "under a bushel" for
foar that thoy arc "not good cnough"
to be entered. We want to have as
many competing ontrics as possible
and we shall describe them after the
Compe#dition in the "News Letter",
discussing the good points and the
faults - thus helping other members
10 arrange their album pages and
enlarge their philatelic knowledge.

1

UNI'T-—;D NATIONS
AN VERS AR SUES

A COMMEMORATIVE STAMP AND A SERVICE STAMPS SET
Y, WY o Y,

On October 24, the P,T.T. issued a Commemorative
postage stamp, valid for general franking, and a set
six Servicec stamps, valid for the use of the Swiss
office of the United Nations at Geneva only.

These issues coincide with the 10th Anniversary of
the establishment of the U.N.O., at San Franeisco in
October 1945, While the scrvice stamps replace tho

‘present series of Swiss stamps overprinted with the

insoription "NATIONS UNIES - OFFICE EUROPEEN" which
are being withdrawn at the same time, the single.
commemorative sbtamp is a tridbute by Switzerland to
her internstional guests, who maintain at Geneva a
number of European agencies, though the headquartersv
of U, N0, is in New York.

The commemorative stamp is a value of 40 c., rep=-
resenting the postal rate for ordinary letters sent
sbroad. It has been designed by Hans Thoeni, shows a
terrestral globe with laurel twigs — the emblem of
U.,N.0.; and bears the inscription "NATIONS UNIE",
the dates "1945-1955", and in the lower part the word
YHELVETIA" and the value denomination, Printed in
blue and gold ochre (by rotogravurc process at the
Courvoisior printery at La Chaux»ds—Fonds) the stamp
is atiractive and dignified in its simple yet impres-
sive design.

SWISS STAMPF FILM SHOW

arrangod by thce London Group of the H.P.S.
will be held on TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8th (N O T 1st)
at 6.45 p.m. sharp at the Swiss National Tourist
O0ffice, Charing Cross - Strand, London. W.C. 2,

Members and friends invitced -~ -Admission froc,

It was produced on white, coatcd granitc papor -
with red and bluc fibros- in two shcots of 50 stamps
per cylinder, boaring the control cyphers A. and B.

- This commemowaiive will be valid for postage only

from October 24 until December 31 and sold at all
Swiss post offices, The Geneva 10 P.0., located in
the U.N.O. building, but not accessible to the
general will cancel 2ll mail posted there with a
(continued. ..
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special commemorative postmark during the perlod mentioned.

Collectors desiring to have the stamp cancelled in this
manner, must use the service of the Philatelic Agency of
the P,T.T., which is being provided without any charge.
Those who have accounts with the Philatelic Agenscy, or
use to order stamps from the Agency by sending Intern,
Reply Coupons, can order the commemorative stamp,
cancolled with the spccial postmark, in the usual way.

The sories of the new Sorviece stamps con81sts of the
following values:

5 o grey, 10 c¢. green, 20 c. red, 40 c. blue,

60 ¢, brown and 2 Francs purple.
The 5, 10 and 40c. stamps show a similar design as the
commemorative stamp, with the exception of the dates,
while the 20 and 60c. and the 2F, values depict in a
horizontal design a winged figure, taken from a sculp~-
ture at the United Nations building at Geneva.

A1l values werce designed by Hans Thoeni, the threco
firet mentioned were engraved by Albert Yersin, the
three others by Karl Bickel.

The set was printed in rotary recess process by the
P.T.%. Printing Works at Berne, on smooth white paper
in two sheets of 50 stamps each per cylinder, with
control numbers 1 and 2.

This is & definite issue to be valid until further
notice for franking the official mail of the European
officoes of UN,0. They will be sold mint to the public
only through the Philatolic Agency and the Secrotariat
of the Regional Postal Dircction at Geneva (but not
by Swiss post offices,) Botwoen October 24 and Deoombor
31, 1955, the Geneva 10 P.O, will - by request through
the Philatelic Agency ~ supply these stamps cancelled
with the special commemorative postmark, as applied
for the Swiss commemcrative stamp. '

The "old" set of overprinted Swiss postage stamps
(the eleven lower values in the Landscape design, the
six values of the Historical design, and the three
high francs values) can be still bought, mint or
cancelled to order, from the Philatelic Agency until
April 30, 1956, on which date they will be finally
demonetlzed.

ooooooooooooooooooooo
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We reported exclusively about the "Winter charity"
Pro Juventute seriecs in the September issue of tho
Helvetia "News Lottor". Today we want to add a fow-
more detalls, which were not available when our first
report was made, The portrait of Charles Pictet de
Rochemont (who, incidentally, apart from being s famous
encyclopaedist and co-founder of the Bibliotheque
Britannique, was the principal initiator of the Neutral—
ity Act of. 1815, which establish Switzerland's "eternal
neutrality in war-time") was engraved by Karl Bickel
after a painting in the Gonevae Arts Museum. The des-
igns of the insects on the othor four values are by
Hans Fischer,

The sew-fly depicted on the )YOc. value is a Great
Horntail,

The revenue from the surtax of the Pro Juventute set
is to benefit this year the Youth Foundation at 90 p.c.
and the remaining 10 p.c, will go to the Swiss Youth
Hostel Associstion.

The P,J. stamps can be ordered from the Philatelic
Agency on a special illustrated envelope which was prow
pared by the Pro Juventute Foundatlon and costs 20c.

A first day special postmark, designed by Hans
Tomemichel, will be applied by the Philatelic Agency
on all mail ordered from this office and dispatched on
December 1st., 1955,

NDITES
The well~known Swiss philatelist
and expert, Professor Fulpius died
after long illness at his home in
Geneva, aged 69, Dr., Fulpius was
a good friend of our Society, act-
ecd on many occasions as adviser and
oxport, solving some difficult
queries submitted by the Editor on
behalf of our members, In the
summer of 1954, the Editor had the
honour and pleasure to be Dr.
Fulpius's guest and admired his
famous collections, which apert
from Swiss issuos, included wonder-
ful shows of Greoeco, tho French
Colonies and Chile,
Dr. Fulpius, for many years a '
Fellow of the Royal F,S. of London,
was honoured by his admission to
the (British) Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists,.

TEE SWISS DAY OF STAMP 1955
will be heold at Balc, on December
4th. & special postcard was de-
signed by G, Matt, dopicting the
old Bale Letterbox, which was
designod by tho Bale architoct
Molchior Berri in 1844, who also
designed the Bale Dove stamp.

There are still w of these old:
letter-boxes preserved in Bale, one
affixed to the Spalden Gatc and the
other in the St.Alban«Vorstadt Rd.
The P.T.T. will issue, as each year,
a gpecisl postmark for the Day of
Stamp, to be used at the Bale P.O.

THE LAUSANNE STAMP EXHIBITION
Qur correspondents report that _the
Exhibition which was held fror
October 15 to 23 was a great succ—
ess, We hope to publish & dotailed
report about the oxhibits in the
next issuc of the "News Letter".

AMERTCAN TRAVEL AGENTS RALLY
The American Soclety of Travel
Agents held a special Convention
in Switzerland on the occasion of
its silver jubiles., The P,T.T.
honoured the American friends by
issuing & particularly large and
impressive flag-postmark which
was in use from October 9 to 16 at
the Lausanno Comptoir Suisse P.O.,
the venue of the rally.

THE FOUR FOREIGN MINISTERS
of Gt Britain, U.S.A., France and
Russia, now meeting at Geneva,

Were also honoured by & special
postmark appliecd by the epecial
P.0. ingtalled for their conference
in the U.NQOO building at GeneVa.
One wonders sometimes whother the
Swiss P.T.T. does not overdo a
little the issue of special post—
marks, One day collectors will
Just give up to bother about all
these postmarks...ecs..
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Coie Commpetition

We repeat (condensed)the Rules
for the Cup Competition for
Tuesday, December 6th. 1955,

ALL MEMBERS, wherever they re-
side can take part in the Comp-~
etitlon and the display arranged
by the London Group.

Competitors shall enter not less
than SIX and not more than TEN
album leaves, comprising any post-
age stamps, charity, airmail,
specilal, dues, official, or other
issues, such as hotel stamps,
miniature shests, soldicr stamps,
airmail labels, cntiros, flown
lotters, postal stationery -
issuod in Switzerland,

. ENTRIES MUST BE SUBMITTED i
NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 22 g
o the Hon,Competition Organlser,n
‘Mrs. E.J. Rawnsley, - i
i32 Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford,

They must be sent by Registered
Mail, From their arrival at Mrs.
Rawnsley's address until their
return to the owner, all entries
will be fully insurcd with a lead-
ing Insurance Company, up to £100,
freo of charge, to the entrant.

i

The entries will be judged on a
points system, namely :

(1) General interest ..... 25

(2) Originality seseeesses 25

(3) Writing up and

arrangement, 25

(4) Condition secsoecesecs 25

fValue will be ignored.

i — -y 2 om0 e

We hope that meny members will
enter and compete for the Silver
Cup.

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu
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ONLY A PEW WEEKS REMAIN DURING

WHICH YOU CAN BUY AT OLD PRICES!
Our buyer has just returned from

SOME SINTS ON MOUNT NG
s WRITHNVG - UP (Comotuston)

Generally speaking, a page should not be given more than
15 of the smaller sized stamps, and perhaps only eight or
nine of the larger oncs, However, it may sometimes happen
that an issue runs into 16, 18 or even 20 stamps -~ for
instance we may decide to mount all the "Standing Helvetia
stamps with the same perforation and including several
shades - on one page. Again, when mounting the Landscape
issue of 1936, we might prefer to include 18 or more of
these stamps on both smooth and grilled paper on the same
page and may be confronted with an array which exceceds
18 or 20 stamps., Porsonally I precfer to arrange such
issues on two pages, and in any casc would not advisc to
mount thom in such a way that threc quarters of the stamps
of tho samec dosign occupy onc page, a tallend of say, one
quartcer appcars at the top of the following pege, only to
be followod by a fow stamps of an ontirely diffoercnt
issuc and dosign boncath,

Always remember, that a page heavily loaded with stamps
is never effective and therefore, it is wiser to spr~=d a
longish series over itwo pages, oven if the spacing ¢« each
page will have to be more gencrous than usual.

Incomplcte issues often provide s headache, If the coll-
ector has only a few stamps of an issue and expects it
will be within the compass of his pocket eventually to get
the remainder, he should plan out the formation of the
page with the help of the catalogue and put either a very
1ightly pencilled note (of the value or catalogue number)
or just four minuke pencil dots at the four corners of the
space which will be occupiced onc day by the missing stamp
or stamps.

Writing up is a problem which must be solved according
with individual opinion and taste, For myself I do not
like a page which has about as much "writing up" as stamps
on it, After all, one has to use a catalogue to get one's
detailed information and I therefore advocate only the
following items to be included:

(a) Date and description of issue. For 1nstance./\
11862-64 SITTING HELVETIA, Perf, 112

(b) A very short note on designer, printor, papsr ctec,
and certbain characteristics, such as Controlmark, Water-
mark etc,, for instance: ‘
"Designed by J.,Reiss, printed by the Federal Mint at Berne

Embossed on white paper, with Controlmark I

In certain cases I would grant a little more frecdom
for detail, for instance it may be usefiill and enlightening
to add in the case of Pro Juventute or othor pictorial
stamps, a fow words about the deosign, for instance:

"Swiss National Costumes" or "Swiss Rivers and Lakes"

Switzerland and much of the material and under cach stamp a short additional description, such
he has brought back had to be bought as the name of the Canton of which the costume is depicted

at greatly increased prices!

The 1956 supplement to our
catalogue will show. several
hundred increased quotations,

SWISS STAMPS  ARE ON
THE RISE -~ BUY - NOW!!

(The Basic 1955 Catalogue remeins
in use for another 12 months -gct
your copy now. 4/- plus 3d. post)

" The Swiss Spocialists

THE -AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.
27 WESTBURY ROAD,
WOODSIDE PARK LONION, N, 12,
Telephones HIL 6857

or the name of the rivor ete. The same would apply to
names of famous men and women depicted, insocts, flowers'
otc, These additions will cortainly onhance the intercst
of the non-philateclist to whom the album may be shown,

How to writc up? Well that's a questlion which cannot
be answored in a short article, An cxcellont and inoexpons—
ive book on "Writing Up" is publishod by Messrs, Stanley
Gibbons Ltd., which gives advice on tho many methods and
tochnical moans, such as tho UNO stenoils otce. Normelly
one will use black ink — incidentally NOT Indian ink
which is too thiok but the "Nuseript" ink, manufactured
by the well-known firm of Reeves & Sons Ltd., which
larger stationers and artists shops stock. This ink is
kinder to the cartridge paper used for album pages and it
is also easier to write with., Write up first and mount
afterwards. Otherwise an ink blot may easily destroy a
good stamp,
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FROM  THE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

COMMITTEE

REPORT

The 4.G.M. took place on October 4, 1955 at the "Swan Hotol", Cosmo Placc, London., W.C. 2.
Mr, A.J, Harding was in the chair, owing to tho absence of the Chairman fr?m London and to a
professional cngagement of the Vico-Chairman, both of whom had sont;apologle§ far.absence.

The Hon., Secretary, Mrs. E.J., Rawnsley, reported that despite corbain difficulties, on the

whole the past year had becn successful,

the total membership remained about the same, due to the annual 'weed-out'.

Some 15 new membors had been enrolled, although

Attendances at

London Group meetings slightly improved and it was hoped that this trend would continue.

An encouraging sign was the increase of interest in the Iibrary of the Society.

With the-

enthusiasm and co-operation of members there was every reason to hope, Mrs. Rawnsley said,
that the forthcoming season would be even more successful and the Soclety's aim‘of promotipg
a wider interest in Swiss philately could be achieved,

Mrs, Ravmsley read a report of the Hon, BExchange Packei Superintendent (because ¥r, Short
was unfortunately prevented to be present, being away from Lomdon on business.)
He had done the best he could with the meagre amount of material put at his disposal and in
an endeavour %0 help matters some material had been purchasod from Switzorland and other

booklets obtained from Swiss dealcrs.
1limit put on the return of the material,
wait many months.
and this again left nothing in hand.

The main drawback to the lattor method was the time
Obviously, the Swiss dealers were not too happy o
Two small packets are in circulation at present, mainly to new members,
It would be appreciated if members would send in all

thex could, bearing in mind that even modern material - postmarks, slogans efc. — was of

in. 28t to other members,:

The reports were adopted, the adoption having been proposed by Mr. Goldstrom and scconded

by Mr. Osborn.
The Hon, Treasurcr's Report.

had been circulated to all members prior to the A.G.M., there was little to add.

Mr, A.J. Harding statcd that as & copy of the Balancc Sheet

The

financial situation of the Society was vory sound and therc is a substantial cash balance in

the bank.

" would favour proposals to increase the library facilities.

He omphasized that it was not the Society's intontion to accumulate funds, he

The financial report was adopted,

‘Mr, Goldstrom proposing and Mr., Needs seconding the motions

The A.G.M, then proceeded to elect the Society's Officers and Committee.

vote was as follows:

The result of the

OFFICERS for 1955/56 :

Chairmans DR. F.H. TAYLOR, 0,B.E. -

Hon.Secretary: MRS, B.J. RAWNSLEY -

Hon.Packet Supts: MR. J,H, SHORT Esq. -
COMMITTEE

Vice~Chairmans A. J. HARDING Esg.
HonsTreasurers A. J. HARDING Esq.
Chairman, Expert Committees E., SHURLY Esq.

1955/56

L. MOORE, M.B.E., Esq., J.A. BASTWOOD, Bsq.,
J~  McKENZIE - —(SCOTLAND)

P.N. LAUDER - —(WEST OF INGLAND)

- - (YORKS/LANCS. GROUP)
TOM MORGAN - - {LONDON GROUP)

Hon, Auditor:

A.H. OSBORN Esgq.

Mrs, Rawnsley probosed and Mr, Osborn seconded that in view of the fact that the Society
will next year be celsbrating its first 10 years, it was a fitting way to mark this occasion

to elect Mr, E.H, SPIRO, the Society's founder, to its Presidency.
his willingness and the motion was carried unanimously.

Mr, Spiro had expressed

Mr., Needs moved that a few booklets, not morethan 4 or 5 per packet, should be included

containing other than Swiss stamps.

He said that only fow members restricted their collecting

to one country and if some booklets with other stamos would be sent out with the Exchange
Packots, members would maintain interest in the packot oven when they could find littlo new

Swiss material in the packet.

Mr, Stiles ssconded Mr., Need'!s motion and it was carried.

LONDOUN GROTUP
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The next meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 8 (BIGHTH), not on November lst, as
originally arranged, at the Swiss National
Tourist Office, Charing Cross, W.C. 2. (opposite
Lyons Corner House), when a P,T.T. film show
will be given, Several highly interesting Pfilms
showing the production of stamps by Engraving
and Photogravure processces will give membecrs tho
opportunity to get first hand knowledge of tho
Swiss stamp printing methods., The films have.
English sub-titles.

On December 6th, the London Group meeting will
bc devoted to the Cup Competition display.. It -
will take placc at 6.30 pim. at thé Swan Hotol,

28002783032 nanononnoliogoaacenocono0on 00000 9
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The first meeting of the new season was
held on October 15th and consisted of the
Chairman's display. The subject chosen by
Mr, U.F.J. Gosling was "Swiss Export Postage
Stamps™, The syllabus of future meetings
will bo announcod shortly. Officers of the
Group for 1955/56 were elected as follows:
Chairmans E.F.J. Gosling Esqg., Vice-Chairman:
JoN. Highsted Esqs, Hon.Sec,,Trcasurcr and
Packet Supts J.A. Eastwood Esq., Asst.Sec.&
Hon,Translator: A.C, Wilson B.A.Esq.,
Libtrarian: R,AsHoylo Esq., Hon.Copyists Je
Walkor Esq., Publicity Sec: L.Mooro M.B.E.Esq
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Eaited by T.H. SPIRO

- EDITORTAL _
WATCH THE "CONDITION"

The two adjudicators, who
Judsed the entries in the
l... U annual competition of
our Society were full of praise
for the high standard of the
exhibits entercd by members,

The two distinguished philat-
elists emphasized that they
noted with pleasant surprise
the fine condition of the
stamps - whether the more
scarce or common items - and
they congratulated the
exhibitors on their keen-ness
and care to include only fine
specimens on the album pages;

This fact alone justifies the
endeavour to hold such a
compe tition overy yoar.
™ <956 compotition and its
sucecssors - wWe hope - in many
yeears ito come, will provide a
stimulus to all mcembers of our
Society to vie with each other
in showing their treasures,

As Dr, Strauss said in his
most instructive analysis of
the entries displayed, one
should never include a damaged
or bad stamp Jjust for tho sake
of "filling a gap tomporarily".
The bad stamps tends to be
left in the album and no -
~effort is made to replace it
later by a good specimen,
even if its wvalue may be only
a few pence.

"Rather leave a gap and:
wailt for a fine specimen®,
Dr. Strauss said, "than put
a poor one just for +the sake
of having a set complets,

The empty field will spur you
on to find an item in really
fine condition,"

e M e e e e e S e e W
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CUR CUP COMFET!T\C\I AN

)
HIGH STANDARD OF ENTRIES -

There were 13 entries for the first Annual Competition
of our Socisty, which was held on Decembor 6th, in London.
While the number of ontrics was not high in proportion to
our membership, the fact that about half of the entries came
from country members, it was quite encouraging and it is
hoped that those mombers who werc a little '"shy" to take
part in the 1956 competition, will be inspired to cntor next
yeares

At tho beginning ot the meotlng, the Prosident, Mre H.H.
Spiro, introduced the two adjudicators, Dr. K. Strauss, the
author of many studies on Swiss issues and a member of the
Royal Philatelic Society, and Mr, Max Ushlinger, the well-
known expert on classic issues -and dlstlngulshed Swiss
philatelist, :

The entries were displaycd on long tebles, in groups of
oight to ten sheets, and for nearly an hour the itwo judges
inspected evory eniry, meking copious notces and finally re-~
tiring to a corner for a whisporcd conversation on their
final vordict,

Dr. K, Strauss thon gave a most instructive summary,
dealing with noarly cvery cniry, omphasising its morits and
gently criticising the faul ts or mistakes, To listen to the
advice given by Dr. Strauss and by Mr, Uehlinger was suffic-
ient reason to have attended this meeting, and it is a pity
that the attendarce was not higher, ‘

The adjudicators stated that they had had great diffie
culty in deciding the awards, for the general standard of
the entries was high and the condition of the stamps display-
ed outstandingly good, Thoy made their selection of the
“winners" at first indopondently and on comparing notes had
themselves beon surpriscd to find that they had come to
almost identical conclusions,

Their awards were as followss -

HELVETIA CUP WINNER: Mr, J. I. Sh or t, of Reading

for a study of the 1900 Silver Jubiles¢ issue of the
Universal Postal Union, showing good handling and
careful rcscarch of the subjects

SECOND PRIZE: (Philatelic Stock Book)

Me, J. W. Waltor s, of Nottinghan,
for a display of varieties, excellently illustrated
by enlarged sketchess

HIGHLY COMMBNIED: (1) Mr. R. H. Ho y 1 e, of Halifax

for a beautifully presented study of "flower" stamps
illustrated with delightful water-—colours,

(2) ¥rs, B.J.Rawn s 1ley, of I1ford
for an entry entitles "The Devolopment of the Postmark"

(Continued p.6
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ZTUMSTEINS
GOLDEN JUBILEE

There are three of four names of stamp deal-.

ers in the world, who are household words' to
every philatelist, Stanley Gibbons is one,
Yvert Tellier, Scott -~ and certainly also
Zumstein, This year the famous Swiss firm of
philatelic publishers and dealers celebrated
its 50%th anniversary.

It is significant for the self-effacement

‘that his own name is rarely mentioned when one:
refers to "Zumstein's", though he had held
the reins at the firm's headquarters for more
than 35 of the 50 years of its existences; very
~much longer than its founder Herr Ernst
Zumstein, ‘
. Ernst Zumstein began

stamp collecting as a
- young office apprentice
~ (at the beginning of the

century he worked as a

traines in London) and

in 1905 established him.
self as a stamp dealer
in a very modest fashion,

But already 2 years later

he began publishing the

"Philatelistische Borsen

Nachrichten", from which
~ later the now famous

"Berner Briefmarken

Zeitung emerged. What

really established

Zumstein as a foremost

European stamp dealer was

his acquisition of the

ur.ique Mirabaud collection, which contained no
‘less than 1 , 400 Cantonal items all in wonder-
ful condltion.lln 1909 Zumstein published his
first "Handbook and Special Cataloguo', which
soon became the bible of every Switzorland
specia list, Still a youngish man, Herr Zum-
stein died in 1918, a victim of the influcnza
epidcmic that swept Europe after the first
world war. At first it secemed that his firm
might decline, but his widow bravely carried
ony, until in 1920, Herr Arthur Hexrtsch, who
had already made a name as a reputable phila—~
telist, took over the management. For thirty -
. five years, Herr Hertsch - later with his son,
Max (who worked for a time in London) - led
"Zumsteint's" from sucecess to success, As
chief editor of the completcly rovised Hand-
book, of the annual catalogucs of Europe and
Switzorland and Licchienstein and the author
of many studies and articles in his monthly
journal, Herr Hertsch stands today in the
foremost ranks of world philatelists, and
that he has also become one of Europe!s and
the world's most successful and respected
stamp dealers seems almost incidental.

The Editor knows that he spsaks for every
member of the "Helvetia Philatelic Society"
(who simply could not do without their "Zum")
when he expresses sincere congratulations and
felicitations on the golden Jjubilec %o the
firm of Zumstein & Cie and 1o Messrs.Arthur
and Max Hertsch in particular, and adds a

ARTHUR HERTSCH
head of
Zumstein & Cie,

~ heartfelt "Thank you" for all they have done 1n

e o,

ithe sales of the

' Lausanne Exhibition
Miniature sheet was
iused by the Swiss
P,T.T, for the pur-
. chase of 1,300 new
of its present head, Herr Arthur Her ¥+ 8 © h,stalnless steel

MINIATURE SHEET PAID FOR EXHIBITION FRAMES
The revenue from

: frames, which were
uged at the exhib-
~tion for the first.

time and will be put at the disposal of all
future national and international stamp
exhibition in Switzerland. That's how the Swiss
Post Office treats philatelists!

DEATH OF A WELL-KNOWN SWISS EXPERT
Wo hear with great regret of the sudden death
of Herr W,Cueni, of Bale, at the early age of
58, Herr Cueni, who was one of the jurors at
Lausanne was a leading member of the expert

i committee of the Federation of Swiss Philatalic

Societies and acted as a Jjuror at many ini ...
national exhibitions. So soon after the loss
of Dr., Fulpius, the death of Herr Cueni is a
particularly sad blow to Swiss philately.

MANY ISSUES LOSE THEIR VALIDITY ON DECEMBER 31
The following stamps will be "demonetized" and
lose their franking validity by the end of
1955: All small Landscape stamps of 1936/48,
all airmail stamps, the Automobile stamps of
1937 & 1946, the Franco stamps of 1935, the
Propaganda stamps of 1955 (Zum,Nos,320-323)
and the Lausanne miniature sheet, On the other
hand, the three "Historical'" values of 1941
50c,, 60c. and 70c, remain valid until further
notice,

THE “"DAY OF STAMP" 1955

was celebrated in Switzor-
land on December 4th,~” “th
Bale as its "philatelic
capital, The Balc P.Se
"Phoenix" arranged a fine
display and a meeting
attended by many collectors
all over Switzerland., A special commemorative
postecard, illustrating the old letter—box of
1844, preserved in the Postal Museum, was
issued, and the P,T,T. provided the spceecial
postmark depioted above,

nnnnnnnn
oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

WANTS AND OFFERS
Replies to the Hon,Sccerotary,Mrs.B.J.Rawmnmsloy

A member forming a specialised oollection of
the 1900 U.P.U, issue desires to obtain
examples with clear posimarks, (BOX 1)

A member abroad is interested in Soldier stamps
and would like to contact other members with a
view of exchange of information and/or stamps.
(BOX 2)

Exchange of information on T.P.0, and route
markings urgently required by a member(BOX 3)

(Mombers desiring to use this column - the
insertion of a short note is free of charge -
can send their requirements to the Editor.)

200800008y
oooooo
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By GEORGE CALDWELL -

President of the Helvetia Society for Collectors of Switzerland
in the U,S.A,

The following article by an official of our American sister-society attempts no more
than to provide a general survey of the most interesting — and in some respect the mosh
difficult - modern issue of Swiss postage stamps, While it may appear "elementary" to the
advanced specialist it will undoubtedly provide many valuable hints to those readers who
have embarked or are about to embark upon a more serious study of this issue,

The issue current in 1862-82, commonly - printing process - experimental in character,.
known as the "Sitting Helvetia" perforated,
was somewhat expensive to produce. The Tho Retouches
printing in semi-relief necessitated the Due to the softness of the copper plates
gumming of the paper prior to printing,- and the long period during which these stamps
which made the sheets rather difficult to . { were current, many plate flaws occurred - worn
handle in the printing press. Another factor plates, worn spots, scratches, cracks, defect
as regards high costs was that two plates lettors, defect figures, defect stars in the
had %o be used - a matrix and s patrix - oval and major defects in the background of
required to produce the embossed effect, the Helvetia, as well as in the Helvetia
Thes<wfacts and also the reason that the itself,
rati dull design had been in use for 20 ‘ To prolong the use of the plates many of
years prompted the postal authorities to i these spots and faults were laboriously re-
decide on a change and particularly to touched, either by using 2 burin on the dam-
choose a cheaper process, aged plates, or by repeated "counter-sinking",
In the new design the symbolic Helvotia The specialisation of these retouches is a
was retained but in a standing position. most fascinating sidelight of Swiss philately.
The oval band surrounding the vignatte Within the frame of this brief
contalins 22. s representing the twenty- *introduction" to the Standing
two Cantons of the Swiss Confederation, ! Helvetia issue it is impossible
The name of the designer does not seem to to deal in detail even with a
be known, It does not appear in any of the few of these retouches, but
official documents, It is falrly safe to the illustrations on this page
agssume that he was employed as an engraver i and in the next instalment of
on the staff of the printing works of 1 the article may give some
Messrs. Mulhaupt & Son, of Berne, who received; idea of the interesting The HELVETITA
the printing contract from the Postal problem facing specialistis,. flaw
authorities, ' Looking through one's stamps of this
A/gpmber of essays was prepared, somewhat issue even the beginner.may be lucky to find
sim & in design as that finally approved and | some of the retouches, and the Zumstein Special
in 1881 the order was given to start the Catalogue lists most of the important ones,
production, adding many pictures, which provide a good
The stamps were printed by the intaglio guide.
process, i,c. from plates with the otched Other varieties of this issue include some

dosign sunk and the paper "wetted down'" before ! double impressions which arc axtroemocly scarco.
printing. The plates were what is eommonly : :

known-as "copper electros'", A4n intermediate
plate, made from the original siecl die, was
sunk into a sheet of lead. This lecad sheot
was then coated with a thin film of graphite
and copper plating, added by an electro~
plating process. The first plate consisted of
200 subjects each, These plates were later
(in 1900) superseded by four hundred subject - o

plates, Two major retouches of the 25¢ value,

Mention should be made here of the re- They show a criss-cross retouch with a burin
engraved (or Type II) values of 25¢ and 40c. of the area around and right of the spearhead
These wore printed from otchod steel platos, and in the background near the facc of the
the new 40c. appearing in 1904 and the now Heolvetia. They are rarc and catalogues up to
25c, in 1906, They were - as regards the 100 francs, (To be continued)

' THE FINEST INVESTMENT o s o s 6 4 o b s THERE IS ONE COUNTRY HOWEVER, WHERE

When spending money on stamps, the average collector, THIS NEVER DID HAPPEN, NOR EVER WILL
even though he is prepared to pay for the pleasure he

gets from his collection, likes to know that he is adding sz SWITZBRLAND
value to it as well! We all remember the boom at the THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.
end of the War when pounds spent on many Colonial and 27 WESTBURY ROAD, LONDON. N,l2,

Foreign items were subsequently found to be worth
shillings only! B » "The Swiss Specialists®
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THE NATIONAL S TAME
EXGHIEITION  IN - LAUSANNE

Stamp exhibitions have become during the last quarter of a
century an essential part of philately., Indeed, since tye?e
are now only comparatively few of the great classic rarities
preserved - compared with the multitude of stamp collecto?s,
exhibitions provide the only opportunity to many philatelists
to seo some of the great goms and to acquaint themselves with
the rescarch of knowlodgeablc philatelists and postal histor-
jans. Obviously, the great international oxhibitions, such
as that in London, 1950, offcr such opportunities. Tho
Lausanne Exhibition was "only" a '"national® oxhibition,
planned on a morc modast secale, but ovon So we could fill all
tho six pages of this "Holvetia News Lottor" with a ropoyt.of
: how splendidly the Swiss understand to organisc ag OXhibl?l?n
Goneral view of the main hall and about tho wondorful prescntation and magnificiont Qxhlblt:
But alas, wo have just to limit our roport to a fow hundrod
words. ‘ ‘ |
The oxhibition took place from October 15th to 23rd in the spacious and most suitablc lalls
of thc Swiss Trade Fair building at Lausannc, The committeo ontortained 120 guests-at a  aAque
prior to the opening, and among thom werc tho Hoad of tho Post and Rallway Ministry? Fod?ral
Councillor Giuseppe Lepori, Dr. F. Hess, tho diroctor gencral of tho U.P.U., the P?lme Mlp?ster
of Liechtonstein, the director gencral of the P.T.T. and mny othor Swiss and forcign dignitar-
ics, The City of Lausannc ontortaincd the gucsts of honour and the 50 pross rceproscntativos at
an cvoning recoption and cvery visitor of Switzerland can imaginc the culinary ploasuroes offoro
not to forget the oxcellont "vins du pays" - which certainly lackod any "watermark".
Our picture may convey some idea of the extent of the exhibition, More than 300 exhibitors

showed their treasures in over 1,300 frames, quite apart from the official exhibits of the
P.T.T. (amoxig which was the famous pane of 48 of the 5¢. Vaud, Zum. No.1l0 and’ the only existing

complete sheet of 100 Genova Large Bagle 1846), the Liechtenstein Post Office, the printing
works of Courvoisier, the National Fete Commit}ee and the Pro Juventutc Foundation - all

oxhibiting some wnique items, proofs, ossays otc., as woll - as rogards the printors - many
original dies, cylinders and scalc modcls of their rotary pressos, photogravuroe apparatus and
so on, ’

In tho "Court of Honour" and tho "Hors concours" classos tho Swiss colloctions of Dre
Fauchorre, M. Rittor (Postago Duos roscarch), M, Weil (Swiss Airmails) and J. Buohlor ( a
magnificicnt study of Swiss Cantonals) took tho pridc of placc, e

0f the 11 groups, ranging from Europe to thc Colonics, and from Airmails and Thomatice 60
Stationcry and Philatolic Literaturo, we can doal horo only with tho "Swiss Group'.

Fiftycight oxhibitors occupicd 350 framcs, and what an orgy of boautiful and rarc Swiss
issues that was ...,.! Horr G.E. Andercgg won casily the Gold Medal and the Grand Prix of the
Exhibition with his marvellous display of Swiss classics, including an unique study of all five
types (and innumorable varietics) of the Zurich 4 and 6 Rappen, 4 "sidoline' of his collection
was an unsurpassed show of Swiss cancellations prior to 1900, Another gold medal went to M,
Gass-Kuechler for his "Sitting-Helvetia" display - probably the best now in existence, Other
medal winners were M., Trippet of New York, who showed Swiss Pioneer flights, Dr. H. Leeman (who
won a major award -in London in 1950) who showed this time only his Telegraph stamps collectiong
Herr Affeltranger, whose "mixed franking" entires and peicecs told of probably a lifelong search
for these elusive items; Herr Staodoli, who showed a “Study of the Rayon I and II", that proved
his philatelic crudition on this subject boeyond quostion. The only lady gold-medallist (our
Hon,Secretary, please note!) was Frau Doris Steinegger with a wonderful array of the "Sitting -
Helvetia", Seventeen other exhibitors received Silver and Bronze medals and diplomas, In all,
the 350 frames of Swiss issues surpassed in quality and variety anything shown before in this
‘specialist field, : ‘

If one considers that apart from the Swiss group, there were nearly 400 frames of Burope,
41 framos of British Colonies (with a marveollous Capc of Good Hope collection of a Swiss
philatelist) ncarly 80 framcs containing airmail displays and anothor 400 frames with overy
possible philatelic feoature undor the sun, onc comes to the sad conclusion that our London
"National" Exhibition - whosc main distinction arc the numerous doalors! stalls — is but a
poor rclation to the "provincial" show in Lausannc, As in many othor things or organisation
and proscntation, we can loarn gquitc a lot from our Swiss frionds in this rogarde.

During the cxhibition, on Octobor 21, 22 and 23, the Fedoration of Swiss Philatclic Sociot-
ies hold its annual Congross in Lausannc, Apart from a livoly social programmoe = with two
banquets and a rocoption, delogatcs hoard sovoral intorcsting locturcs (particularly onc by Horr
JoJ. Winklor on "Swiss Postal Routes" and saw soveral now P.T.T. films, Thoy also discussod,
of coursc, probloms of organisation and tho soecictiocs théy roprescntod.
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ALL ABOUT SWITZERLAND

Many of our members know Switzerland well, spent happy holdiays there and have a fairly

good knowledge of the land and its people.

Some of our members are Swiss nationals, others

used to work in Switzerland and to them the scries of articles which we commence in this
issue of the "Helvetia News Letter" will bring probably little that is new. But many others,
though ardent collectors of Swiss stamps, had never an opportunity to visit that beautiful
country and thoy often ask their more fortunate friends in our Society about Switzerland,

her pcople, hor administraticn, her political, social and cconomic structurc.

It is for

thosc who are keenly intercsted to lecarn a little more about the Confcoderation and her
inhabitants that wo decided to provide a sories of articles based on a most instructive
little book entitled "All about Switzerland", published by the Swiss National Tourist Office.
This survey is not merely a "propaganda" pamphlet designed to attract foreign visitors.

It gives a fair and honest pen-picture and many of its descriptions will be of great use to
collectors of Swiss issues, because they will provide details that are often connected with

designs and pictures found on Swiss stamps.

There is no country in the world quite
like Switzerland, ©Small as it-is, it has
succeeded in welding 22 states, ropresenting
a diversity of Buropean languages and cult-
ures, into one harmonious whole, Though
pooe.in natural resources, its pcople, by
the. own industry, have raiscd the country
to a level of prosperity difficult to real-
iz¢ where there are neither raw materials
nor a socacoast to facilikate trade,

The democratic structure of tho country
has not only beon thedotermining factor in
uniting difforent racos, roligions and cult-
ures, By adopting the principlc of pormancnt
neutrality and rcnouncing any kind of powor
politics, Switzcrland has bocome a stablis-
ing element in international affairs and a
factor of peace in the heart of Burope,
Obscorvers sometimes spoak of the "miracle of
Swi tzorland" whon they find roalizcd horo
what scems impossiblc clsewhore, when they
hear the love of onc country expresscd in
many tongucs and sce the brothorhood within
the onfedoration cxtended to peoplc beyond
ive trontiers, Is it really a "miraclo"
that has been trought about by the politiecal
culture of Switzorland? A glance at life
in Switzorland will make us roalize that it
is not so much a miracle as the result of
an adaption to the pcculiar conditions of
lifc offercd by the Confederation,

Geographicai features

Lying in the hcart of Europe, Switzerland,
in its small arca of 15,950 sq.milos, has a
wealth of natural boauty, such as is to bo
found nowherc else in so small a spacc. Tho

Here too is the souree of rivers which collect
in innumerable valleys and flow to all parts
of Europe., 'The Rhine, after 235 miles in
Switzerland, lows onwards to the North Sca..
The Rhonc reachos the French frontioer 165 miles
away from its Swiss source and turns south to
the Meditorranean, The Inn feeds the Danube
from thc Grisons and this forms a link with

the Black Scag; the Ticino flows from the

Gotthard to bocome a tributary of the Po,
which flows into tho Adriatic. Ovor 40 rivers
and 45 lakes have mouldcd the facc of the
country. ' : '

" ., part of tho beauty of Switzerlangd
ig its very barrconncss eee'
North of the Alps the landscape bcoomes broad-

.er and morc peaccful, with hills and dalcs,

only to soar upwards again, between the Rhine
and the Rhone to the ridges of the Jura
mountains, : , ,

As the land changes from the wild glacier
country to the southern mildness of the Rhone
valley and the Ticino plain, thoe conditions of
life of its inhabitants, which detormine their
character, change too, The type of houses and
sottlements varies from district to district.

While in the Alps wooden chalets cling pre-
cariously to stcep slopes, the midland farm-
stoads stand broad and prosperous in their
sprecading ficlds, The solid stone-roofed houscs
of the Ticino look as 1f they had bcen hown
out of Gobthard rock, but the quaint woodon
cottagcs of Appenzoll lond a pecculiar charm
to tho greoen slopes on which they stand,

The tovms risc proudly above the rivers or

Alps, groupcd round the Gotthard massif, rcach clustor round tho onds of thc lakcs.

the highest point with the Dufour Pcak of

(To be continucd)
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ANNUAL CUP  COMPETITION

(Continued from the front page)

The President prosented the Cup to Mr, Shortd
with his own and the Committee's congratula-
tion and the award was greeted with great
acclamation.

The President also congratulated Mrs.
Ravmsley on the high commendation by the
Budges for her fine postal history display
and asked her to convey his felicitations
to the two country members, Mr., Walters and
Mr, Hoyle, who wore nhot present at the moet-
ing. Mr. Walters will, in the meantime,

have duly received his prize.

In thanking the Adjudicators, the Chairman,

Dr. F.H, Taylor, 0.B.E., said that the
Committce had decided to confer Honorary
Memborship on each, as both werc colloctors
of Switzerland, and although it was unlikely
that the Society could "teach" cither of
them anything about Swiss stamps they might
be interaosted in following tho future of

our Society.

Dr. Strauss and Mr. Uchlinger acecpted the
honour bestowed upon them with a fow kind
words and werc prescnted by the Zditor of
the "Helvetia News Letter'" with a small
collection of recent issues of the "News
Letter", so that they may learn more about
our activities,

The Adjudicators - Mr, Uehlinger was
accompanied by his good lady, who as Gwen
Brooks is a well-known philatelist in her
own right - and many members remained for a
while after the meeting was formally closed
in a lively conversation about ... stamps,
of course. .

Mr, Uehlinger, who had visited the
Lausanne Exhibition provided a most inter-
esting roport about his impressions gathored
at the Swiss Show,.
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LONDON GROUP

Hon,Secretary: Mrs,E.J.Rawnsley,
32, Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford. Essex.

An enthralled audience watched four oxcell-
ent films at the November mecting held at

tho hall of tho Swiss National Tourist Offico

in tho Strand. Mr.A.J.Harding introducoed the

films, two of which wore about the production
of Swiss stamps by the P,T.T. printery and by

Courvoisicr and two - in colour and with
sound - on tourism bringing a wonderful
travelo. gue of alpinc scenery,

. The next meeting of the London Group will
take place on February 7th 1956 (at the
"Swan" Restaurant, Cosmo Place, Southampton
Row, W.C,1, at 6.30 p.m, when Mrs,Rawnsley
will introduce a display on "Who is Who on
Swiss Stamps", v

We also hope to hold a good auction on that
night and members are invited to enter lots
(stating the reserve if any) either by post
to Mrs.Rawnsley a few days before the mecet-
ing, or to bring them along to the meeting.

i
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NUAL SUBSCRIPTIO g

" The annual subscription of 7s. 6d. is’
on January lst 1956, and members
are requested to remit the modest amount
- unchanged now for many years ~-without

FROM THE COMMITTEE

LIBRARY. The attenfion of members is drawn to

a now publication (in French) which has been
added go the Library: "Marques Postales do la

Suissc Romande 1690-1850" by W.Liniger, J.L.
Nagel and L.Vuille. This vory comprehensive
work, which is in 4 parts, covers the postal-
history of Nouchatel, Valais, Vaud, Fribourg,
Geneva, the routes marks, occupicd arcas of
the Jura Bernois cic., and is illustrated wibh
‘plates showing the various types of cancel
ations. ‘

The Society has just acquired a copy of the
"great Handbook of Swiss Cancellations 1843- .
1882" the standard work on Swiss postmarks
which is out of print and becoming a great
bibliographic rarity. Members desirous to
borrow this work are advised to notify the
Librarian, but are warned that there will be
probably long delays and that the book will
be issued according to a waiting list.

We have also received a copy of "The
Political Institutions of Switzerland" by
George Sauser-Hall; which contains much inter-
esting information, if not philatelic.

EXCHANGE PACKET BRANCH., Perhaps the forth-
coming Christmas holidays may allow membergﬁ\
to dovote some of their rest to the making
up of a few booklets with their duplicates.
The Exchange Packet Supt. is in dire need of
more matcrial to keep the packets in
circulation,

"
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YORKS/LANCS GROUP

Hon,Sec: Mr.Jd.A.Eastwood, Whinnecyficld Housec,
~ Skircoat Green, Halifax, Yorkshiro,
On November 12th, Mr.R.A.Hoylo gave a
display of "Selectcd Itcms" consisting of
photographs, many takon by himsclf, of Swiss
scenoery, buildings otc., having a boaring on
Swiss postal history and illustrated whoravor
possible by the appropriate stamps, covers or
postmarks,
-On December 10th members saw "Extraordin-
aries and Varieties'", presented by Messrs,
J.N, Highsted and J.,A. Bastwood.
Forthcoming meetings (all on Saturdays at
2230 peme. at the residence of Mr.J.N.Highsted,
4,Park View Road, Heaton, Bradford) are as
followss :
JANUARY 14th, Airmails - general display
FEBRUARY 11th, "Quiz" - Mr,A.C.Wilson ‘
MARCH 10th. Helvetia Republic etc - Mr,L.Moere,
APRIL 14th. Silk Threads and 1862 Helvetia (MBE
issue -~ Mr.,E.M.Hamilton,
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