-

=

- HELVETIA __
PHILATELIC SOCIETY

S PRLSIDENT : EDWARD H. s PIRO, 13- TS PR S—

~ NEws® LETTER

; Ohalrman. ) . Hon. Secretary:
*DR» F.H., TAYLOR C.B. E.: MRS. E.J. RAWNSLEY,

Hon. T;ééEGESE;WMMWﬁEn.ExchangevPkt.supt%
MR. A.J. HARDING, MR, J.H. SHORT, f*

T
]

‘17, Belltrees Grove, |32, Ethelbert Gardens,i3l, Somerset Way, 115, Peppard Road, .~

I LOndono S W-l6. . 5 Ilford. ESSGXQ

17 Iver. Bucks. ‘Cavershem. 'Reading. }

i No.l (Twelfth Year). N ;; '; Edlted by B. H°SplT0 il JANUARY, 1958

. mo” s that someone else should take

ubrlgv new ideas and fresh enthusiasm

CHANGE IN THE bDlTURSHIP OF
THE "HELVETIA NEWS_ LETTER"

The present issue of the "Helvetia
News Letter" is the last under my
editorship. Having completed ten
years as editor, I have felt for many

Gy if for no other reason than to

to this work. I was to relingquish
my office by the end of 1957, but the
Committee asked me to carry oh until
a successor could be found. I have
tried many times - and at last
succeeded -~ 10 persuade our friend
Phil STRATTON to take over from me,

As one of the founder-members of
our Society, as a Committee member,
a past Hon.Organising Secretary and
Hon.DExchange Packet Superintendent,
he has rendered great services to all
of us. As editor, Mr. Stratton will
be ably supported on the technical
side by Mrs. E.J. Rawnsley, and in
th~knowledge that I am handing over
t¢, wo excellent officers and
enthusiastic philatelists, I am
confident that the '"News Letter' will
be in future at last as "readable!
and instructive ag in the past, or
more so.

Professional overwork and, at times
indifferent health, often prevented
me from completing the "News Letter!
as punctually as I should have liked.
I am sure that in future it will be
issued more regularly and maintain
the important link between members,
particularly those residing in the
country.

Though leaving the editorship I
shall remain in closge contact with the
Society through my other office; and I
hope +0 be able to contribute from
time to time, articles and notes to
the "News Letter'.

EDWARD H. SPIRO

THE MYSTERY OF THE THREE
“LisTORICAL" STAMPS

With the advent of the Landscape and Technic
definitive issue in 1949, the three values of
the "Historic al" series of 1941, the 50c.
(Zum.No.243), 60c. (Zum.No.244) and 7Oc. (Zum.
No.245) were superceded by similar values in
the new Landscape designs.

Very soon afterwards the Swiss P.T.T.
Philatelic Agency announced that the three
"Historial" values were ''sold out'. In May

1950 the Philatelic Agency took particular

care to cross out -~ by hand and in ink -

these three items from its monthly Sales List
No.75, explaining that they were "out of stock"
and that orders can not be accepted for them.

Within a very short period the prices of the
mint capies of the three values went up by
leaps and bounds, dealers and collectors having
discovered that - as it often happened with
stampse current for a long time - they haven't
"stocked up'. By 1952 Zumstein priced the
stamps at double face value, by 1956 there was
a further stiff advance and in the 1957 cat—
alogues the price of the 50c. had gone up to
F 5.~ (block of four to F 22.50), that of the
60c. to P 6.~ (block or four F 27.50) and that
of the 70c¢c. to F 3.50 (block of four F 15.~)
There is no dount that some of these astound~
ingly high prices were due %o certain machinat-
ions by a handful of speculators, who having
succeeded in accumulating fairly large stocks,
"dictated" the prices when selling small
gquantities to dealers.

‘Thusy; almost overnight, three '"common"
stamps,; which had been widely used for many
years, became "modern rarities'.

And now come the strange sequel. All the
time the Philatelic Agency of the P.7.T.
continued to sell these stamps at f a c e
value., These sales were carried out not in
sheets or singles, but -~ at least this is the
explanation given by the P.T.T. - in conjunct-
ion with the still current 80c. and 90c.
values on so called "collectors' leaflets',

They were mounted with hinges, but there was
no limit to orders which could be placed with

the Philatelic Agency, (TURN TO PAGE TWO)



Page 2. HELVETIA NEWS LETTER.

JANUARY, 1958 No.l.(Twelfth Year)

(THE MYSTERY OF THE THREE HIQTORIGAL
STANPS)

Contlnued frqm page l.,

Investigations since carried out show
that very substantial sales took place.
The very few dealers or speculators; who
knew about these "colleéctors leaflets",
conducted a gay trade of the three val-
ues at the enormously inflated prices,
making apparently profits of between 300
and 500.per cent, while they resold the
lightly hinged 80c. and 90c. gtamps to
business firms at a small discount, for
use on letter and parcel mail,

All the time the P.T.T. described
these three stamps as "out of stock".

The strange affair came into the open
when the "Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung"
the official organ of the Federation of
Swiss Philatelic Societies, inguired
into advertisements of a Swiss dealer
in a philatelic journal in Western Ger-
many, who offered the three values
"lightly hinged" at IMarks 3.25, adding
that'unmounted mint copies cost five
times the price asked'.

The trail from that dealer's offer led
to the "collectors' leaflets" sold by
the P.T.Ts The PFederation instructed
the head of its legal ssction, Dr. P.
Wolf, to undertake further steps with
the General Direction of the P.T.T.

Only then the P.T.T. issued an "explan-
ation" saying that the '"Collectors'
leaflet No.22" remained on sale until
the beginning of 1957, when the demand
became so large that the P.T.T. en-
countered great difficulties in mounting
all the five values on the same leaflet.
The P.T.T. also says that they "do not
usually advertise the sales of collect-
ors' leaflets™ - which is not altogether
correct.

In any case, instead of announcing
that the 50¢., 60c. and 70c. values
were "sold out', the P.T.T. should have
announced that, though they cannot
supply them in sheets or singles, they
were available on "Collectors' leaflet
No.22." They did not do this and thus
opened the door to a wild speculation
with a rather unsavoury background.

The result of all this is that the 1958
catalogues have slashed the prices of
these stamps, Kottelat of Berne now list
them at F 1.50, 1.80 and 2.~ respective~
l1y. But in the meantime many Switzer=
land collectors—and quite a few in this
country~have burned their fingers.

The "mystery" of the three historical
values of 1941 has now been solved -
thanks to the determined intervention by
the Federation of Swiss Philatelic Soc—
ietieg. But in the proud history of the
Swiss P.T.T., & history of great progress
and also of honest and straightforward
dealings with stamp collectors, the leafl
which contains the solution of this
"mystery"-will not be one to which the

WNOTES

NARNING OF BOGUS "T" DUE MARKS

+8ince the abolltlon of- postage due stamps the

P.T.T. has been using "T" marks on ordinary
postage stamps which are. gtuck on letters
1nbufi1clently pre-paid. Some dealers now
offer mint Swiss stamps with such "T" marks,
which must be regarded a8 bogus stamps,

~ibecduse the only. genulne "T" marks can appear
4on letters or packets which have gone through

the post.
YR.LAURENCE MOORE 1"LEC'I‘ D TO THE "ROYAL™

| Our Committee member and a former Chairman of

the Yorks/Lancs Group of our Society, lr.
Laurence Moore, M.B.E., was elected to the
Membership of the Royal Philatelic Society.
Mr. Moore, a past President of the Leeds P.S.,
has been prominent at last year's Philatelic
Congress, which he helped to organise. Our
heartiest congratulations on the occasion of
this further distinction.

SWISS_UDAY OF STAMP! 1957 a5 celebrated on

December lst at Basle. The Federation of
Swiss Philatelic Societies issued special - _
envelopes and special postcards, bearing vhe
picture of the ancient sculpture of a postal
messenger, which gtands at the Town Hall at
Basle and is believed to be the work of an un-
known sculptor made about 450 years ago. The
picture on the special entires is the work of
the graphic artist Benno Hunziger. The post-
cards were sold at 20c. and the envelopes at
25¢. and the P.T.T. issued a special postmark
for the Day of Stamp, which depicts in the
centre the coat of arms of Basle Town and
bears the inscription "BASEL ~ TAG DER BRIEF-
MARKE - 1.XII. 1957". The postmark was
designed by the Basle artist Gustav Reichl,
The Basle P.S. held on the Day of Stamp, a
local stamp exhibition and a well attended
bourse, the occasion coinciding with the 75¢h
anniversary of the foundation of this leat g

| Bwiss society.

FIRST SWISS YOUNG PHILATELISTS EXHIBITION

The first exhibition and rally of young Swiss

collectors organised by the Youth Committee
of the Federation of Swiss P.S. was held on
December 7th and 8th at Langenthal.

'A number of distinguished and official guests,

representing the Federal Government, the
P.T.T., education authorities and schools
attended the opening ceremony.

More than 150 boys and girls from all over
Switzerland entered exhibits, many of which
were of excellent quality and could have

{ easily vied with exhibits of adult philatel-

ists at international events.

The support from official and educational
authorities for Jjuvenile philately is shown
by the fact that the Swiss Pederal Railways
issued specially reduced tickets for young
visitors to the sxhibition, and that school
governcrg.rendered financial assistance.

AMATEUR COLLECTOR'S CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND,

------ has reached us Jjust when this 'News
Letter was going to print. It is a very good
production and we shall review it in detail

P.T.T. will be able to turn with pride.

next monthe.



No.l, (Twelfth Year) HELVETIA NEWS LETTER JANUARY, 1958 Page 3

SMISS ANMBULANT POST OFFICES

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF TRAIN AND SHIP CANCELLATIONS
(Continued)

by B.H. SPIRO, R.P.S.L.

The great progresz achieved by the P.T.T. in
speedy and efficient transport of mail of every desg~

ies as regards climate and terrain which confront any
postal authority in Burope - was only possible by the
closest co-operation between the Post Office and the

most modern technical devises for sorting, conveying
and loading the mail. In both regards, Switzerland
now leads the world. '

In this brief survey of Swiss ambulant postal
services we can give only a few examples of their
efficientdy. Let's take just one instance. Our pict-
ure on the right shows the loading of parcels aboard
the night train No.2, which leaves Zurich five minutes
after midnight and arrives at Geneva at 5.40 a.m.,
crossing nearly the whole width of the country.
Normally it carries six ambulant post office wagons =
at/i%mes up to ten - which take the entire mail,
le rs and parcelg posted in Zurich and anywhere in
the eastern parts of Switzerland until the closing
of post offices at either 6 p.m. or -~ in Zurich - at
7 p.ms The ambulant P.0.s then take at Olten additional mail unloaded there from the
Bagle and Tessin T.P.0. trains. In one night at least 50,000 letters ~ often twice
thl§ number - and 6,000 to 10,000 parcels are carried by the T.P.0. No.2 and on
grr1Val at Geneva they are ready sorted for delivery by the first morning delivery at

Qollle

T.P.0. No.,l, is the same route in the opposite direction from Geneva to Zurich
the train departing from Geneva 2 minutes before 1 a.m. and arriving at Zurich at
6.36 a.m. The mail is distribated to Zurich addressees (and to most others in Eastern
Switzerland) by first morning delivery,

The co-operation between post and rail-
way goes far beyond the transport of
mail, First of all railway personnel
is assisting post office clerks and
porters to handle the mail. At pract-
ically every railway station, even in
smallest villages, it is the duty of
railwaymen to empty post boxes and to
convey the mail to the nearest post
office - including on Sundays! Nearly
overy station master or booking clerk
acts as a sub-postmaster, sells stamps
and accepts Express letters and tele-
grammes, the latter being telephoned

to the nearest post office for further

' e  Qispatch. The same co-oper-
e ation exists between railway
\  and the P.T.T. Postal Coaches
which maintain postal traffic
between remote Alpine vill-
ages and the nearest town or
larger village, where there
is a railway station, All
this requires,of course, very
well trained personnel. P.T.T
employees who work in the am~
bulant service are required
it possible that to pass many examinations.
all mail ig loaded : A They must be fully conversant
with the least delay : > “ with Swiss geography, know
Only very few hands  {train time-tables,including international train connections. Only
are needed. Lower pic-iafter two years service in an ordinary P.0. can one apply for
ture shows automatic IT.P.0. training and even then he has to undergo a probationary
shuffes,conveyor belts iperiod. Once he passed all his exams, e becomes a fully fledged
and? turn-tables at T.P.0, man and gets a higher salary.

¢.P.0., 8ihl P.0.Zurich

Shutes leading
directly from the
post office at the
railway station to
the ambulant post
office trains make

001

BOCOTO 000!
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THE .PUZZLED NATURALIST

COMMENTS ON THE PRO JUVENTUTE 1957 INSECT

- — i o s W e e

By Col., J. D. Blyth, 0.B.E.

There appears to be some confusion over the
yellow butterfly on the 10 + 10 c¢. Cur Sulphur
butterfly, more commonly known as the 'Brimstone’,
is the biggish sulphur yellow butterfly which is
often the first to appear on a fine day in spring.
It has a red dot in the middle of each wing, but no
bladk or any other colour round the edge, and its
Latin name is Gonepteryx Rhamni. The Pieris rapae
is the common Small White which, with its cousin the
Large White, eats not only cabbages and cauliflowers
but many other things including nasturtiums.
Although it is really slightly cream colour it is
definitely not yellow. We have a 'Clouded Yellow'
(Colias Edusa) which has a superficial resemblance
to the butterfly on the stamp, but could not be mis-
taken for it, and a 'Pale Clouded Yellow' (Colias
h;[ale)o I cannot identify the stamp butterfly, but
it geems 1o bear the same relationship to the one on
the 40 + 10 c. of the 1950 issue as our 'Clouded
Yellow' does to the 'Pale Clouded Yellow'.

I am completely puzzled over the classificat-
ion of the 'Magpie' moth, as I cannot find the Latin
names quoted anywhere. The moth is the only too
common 'Magpie' or 'Currant' moth, a pest to those
who grow currants and gooesberries. In every book
I can find its Latin name is Abraxas grossulariata.
It is a member of the family Geometridae or 'Earth
measurers'; so-called on account of the way the
'looper! «oaterpillars walk.

Nor in our classifications can I find the
Plusiidae group. The 'Red Underwing' (Catacola
nupta5 belongs to the Nociuae group. There is a
section whose Latin names begin Plusia something,
which includes things like the 'Silver Y!',; which is
another eater of cabbages.

' Strictly speaking, the 'Rose Beetle' is only
a very distant cousin many times removed of the
'Stag Beetle!'. They both belong to the Scarabaeides
but the Chafers are of the family Cetonidae while
the Stag beetle belongs to the properly so-called
family of Scarabaei. :

Sorry to appear finicky, but those collectors
who write up their stamps (as I do) would probably
prefer to use the classifications commonly adopted
in this country. Of course, all my books may be out-
of-date, and the group names may have been altered,
but the yellow butterfly is most certainly not the
sulphur, and equally emphatically neither of them
are Pieris rapae.

BEDITOR'S NOTE:s I have, of course, given space to
the above remarks of our distinguished contributor,
though alas,; it seems that Colonel Blyth's books are
out-of-date. For instance,he will find the Magpie
moth (as depicted on the 20+10c. P.J.Stamp and des-
cribed by me in the December "News Letter") on page
288 of the Standard Natural History (By W.P.Pycraft)
with its full Latin namejyand as a member of the Pyr-
alidae family. I am astounded that he does not know
the Plusiidae family to which the butterfly depicted
on the 40+10c. stamp belongs, He will find a full
description in the most recent standard reference
book, '"Moths" by E.B.Ford,F.R.S.;head of the Zoology

INFORMATION
UWANTED /

(REPLIES, PLEASE, TO THE HON.
SECRETARY, Mrs.E.J.RAWNSLEY)

"AUSLAGEN" POSTMARKS

On "Auslagen" postmarks, part-
icularly of St.Gallen & any
relevant data concerning these
cancellations, period of use,etc.

RING POSTMARKS

Ring cancellations with or
without manuscript dates. Were
these used only in transit or
receiving offices to mark un-
cancelled or insufficiently
cancelled mail? Or had they any
~other uses? '

STANDING HELVETIA 25 C.

Mr.Morrison of Glasgow writess
" T have for a long time been
trying to trace the printing of
a variety of the Standing Helvet—
ia issue. I have found thaf-<ll
the 25c¢. green and the 252. .ue
perf, 114x11 (Zum.No.67) oce.r
with a short line in the left-
hand value tablet and some of
them have the top frame broken.
I have a block of 25 (Zum.Fo.
67D) the left hand top corner of
the sheet of 100. It would be
helpful to know whether any mem-
ber has a block or pane from the
top or bottom right hand corner,
so that the placing of this
variety can be determined. It
could confirm, what I believe to
be the case, that the final
plates were entered in 4 quarter
impressions. The block I have
shows that the variety runs down
the vertical 4th row. Somec—e
who higs seen a lower part oi Jhe
gsheet told me that the broken
frame line is on the 4th and 9th
gtamp in the horigontal row, but
this leaves a difficulty because
if my theory is correct they
should come in the 8th horigzontal
TOW. :
Incidentally, the first stamp in
the 2nd row (No.ll on the sheet)
is the large plate flaw No.l2 in
Zumstein. If my theory is
correct, this flaw should also
occur in stamps Nos. 16, 71 and
76 — unless it is a single flaw
in the final plate, which it may
well be.
All this, of course, is subject
to correction if anyone has
better evidence and I should be
most grateful if members who had
made observations about these
varieties would get in touch
with me or the Editor of the
"Wews Letter",

Dept,Oxford (published by Collins91935) on pages 233/234,Which includes the Red Under-
wing and its Plusiidae cousins. But frankly,Idoubt whether stamp collectors will be all

thaot dntarcetad dn thie rnatnraldiatal anntroverav!
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T-P-O SHOW AT YORKS GROUPR..

Mr. R.L. CHRISTIAN TRAVELS FROM LINCOLN TO BRADFORD

On December 7th, 1957, members had an unexpected treat.
Mr., John Highsted, perennial Vice~Chairman, Host and general
watch~dog of the Group, being himself interested in T.P.C's,
had been in correspondence with another 'Helvetia' member -
not of the Group, but that is not held against him! The date
being convenient for this member, and Mr. Walker kindly
agreeing to stand down with his display of Air Mail Covers,
there was a last minute alteration in the Syllabus, and
ingtead of the Air Mails, members were delighted to meet NMr.
R. L. Christian, who travelled all the way from Lincoln with
a most wonderful display of his Swiss T.P.0O's and Railway
Lore.

This showed not only an intensive study of Swiss Rail-
way Postal History, but also an historical record of the
development of the early railways of Switzerland, indicating
the roundabout routes which were unavoidable in the beginning
of the second half of last century. Mr. Christian has sought
and obtained from the Swiss Post and Rail Administration, old
train schedules, some of which have enabled him to re-con-
gstruct journeys and trips of the T.P.0. wagons, and members
were fagcinated by the markings used on the old lines '"Nord-
Ust _Bahn", of which the father of our late member, Eugene
Bgl., was Goods Manager in Lucerne. The 'second course!
covg,.2d a wide range of markings used in more recent times.,
Markings of almost all the train journeys in Switzerland,
including the 'Ambulante'! used,; it is believed,; on the
Centovalli line to Locarno, Then came the 'side lines'.
Marks of apparently every narrow gauge and mountain railway.
The whole illustrated with excellent photographs of breath-
taking beauty,

Members all agreed that this was an afternoon of double
pleasure., Of viewing this remarkable and well-presented dis-
play, and of meeting in person that charming member Mr.
Christian, of whom it is hoped to see more in the future.

oo

. °
LB

SPECIALIT ¢ SWITZERLAND APPROVAL SERVICE
- 14 LOW LANE, TORRISHOLME, MORECAMBE
0= 0= 0=0=0=0=0
Want Lists Velcome ,
Switzerland Mint. Tete~beche, Se-tenant
‘XK1 @ 16/- K271 @ 2/94 S44 @ 3/~
2 @ 1/9a 28 @ 1/94 5 e  4/-
3 e 4/6a 29 @ 1/9a 46 @ 8/~
4 @ 2/3 30 @ 2/- 47 @  1/6d
5 @ 146@ 31 e 2/- 48 @  3/-
6 @ 2/- 32 @ 64
. B @ gé_ By @ 3/- Z_EEEﬁizﬁy
8 @ 3/- 7 e  4/-
5510 @ 3/_ S Numbersv > @ 30/_
11 e 20/- 2 @ 2/- 3 @ 10/6d
112 @ 11/6d 5 @ 3/6 4 @ 2/6a
13 @ 9d 8 @ 17/~ 5 @ 4/
14 @ 17/9a 12 @ 28/- 6 @ 3/6d
15 @ 2/6a 14 e 2/- 7 @ 1/6a
16 @ 1/9a 15 @ 9/- 8 @ 1/6d
17 @ 1/9a 16 @ 4/6a 9 @ 1/6a
‘18 @ 94 17 @ 4/- 10 e 5/-
19 @ 1/94 18 @ 5/- B
20 @ 2/- 20 @ 4/6a 711 @ 5/-
21 @ 1/- 27 @ 3/6a 12 @ 6/6d
22 @ 4/6a 31 @ 3/34 13 @ 1/6a
23 @ 1/9a 36 @ 4/6a 14 @ 2/
24 @ 1/3a 31 @ 4/3d 15 @  3/-
5 @ 2/- 38 @ 10/6a 16 @ 7/
io6 @ 5/- 43 @ 4/~ 18 @ /-

THE SILVER CUP COMPETITION

The winner of the Helvet-
ia Silver Cup 1957, Mr.
E.M,Hamilton, writess
" T am naturally very
pleased that my submission
of "Hotel Stamps" was good
enough to be awarded the
Cup. It has taken me
years to get them together
How I started them is
rather strange. A
Scottish customer gave me
a small Swiss collection,
among which were a few
Hotel stamps. The rarest
-among them wag a St.

. Moritz Stahlbad, a stamp

I have never seen else—
where, even dealers had
none., The late Mr.Hurt
(a specialist in these
stamps) had one, but had
to agree that his was a
forgery. At that time I
did not even know Hotel
stamps existedi"

The Runner-up in the
Competition, Mr. W.R.
Morrison, writess " I
was most pleasantly sur-
prised to learn that I
had been awarded second
. place in the Silver Cup
Competition; and to rec—
eive such an acceptable
prize., Like all other
country memberg, I find
it most difficult to
assess the standard of
competition, and am there-
fore, doubly pleased to
have some success with my
first entry. I trust
you will convey my thanks
to all concerned with the
running of the competition
and to the Society for the
prize."

And here is a message
from another winner - Mr.
R.A.Hoyle -~ who won the
award for the third year
running at the competition
of the YORKS/LANCS Group.
He sayss " These compet-
itions certainly make one
work, but then it wouldn't
be much fun if there were
no work. The standard of
entry for our Group show
has gone up quite a lot
during the last year or
soy; and I suppose we will
find it the same for the
national competitions,
which goes to show that
they are of great use to
the hobby, as well as pro-
v1d1ng an enjoyable meet—

’17\(‘1‘,
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AL ABOUT SWITZLERLAND

(Continued)

Switzerland with a population of 294 to the
square mile -~ or, what is of more practical
significancey, of 379 to the sq. mile of pro-
ductive land, is one of the most densely
populated countries in Burope, and, consider—
ing the poverty of her soil and the distance
from the sea; is actually greatly over-popul-
ated. But this problem has been solved by
peaceful conguest s The Swiss have extended
their cramped living-space given them by
nature by creating themselves a huge market
overseas. The Swiss turnover in world trade
places Switzerland third among all countries
in proportion to her population. This ig all
the more remarkable as the country, owing to
its land-~bound position, has no direct access
to sea~born trade. Yet, Swiss trade figures
are proportionately higher than, for instance
those of ITtaly, with a population ten times
larger and with many important harbours and
growing mercantile shipping. If we take - as
an instance - the last year of peace, 1938,
Bwitzerland had a foreign trade turn-over
worth 698 Swiss francs per head of her popul=-
ation, whilgt Italy had only 81 Swiss francs,
France 166, and even Great Britain, then the
greatest exporter and shipper in the world,
only 430 Swiss francs per head.

It is obvious that because of her geograph-
ical position the countries providing markets
for Swiss goods are those in Burope. Nearly
gseven~tenth of Swiss exports go to Buropean
countries. But Swiss world trade has a much
wider scope. The export industry cannot com=
pletely finance the demand for foodstuffs,
raw materialg and manufactured goods which
Switzerland must import. The excess of
imports over exports is a normal feature of
Swiss economy. This "gap" in the trade bale
ance has to be covered somchow, since the
world is hardly going to present the Swiss
people with a gift of many millions of francs
8 yealXs

The Swiss have found ways and means to
balance their economy. Some 30 p.c.
of the "gap" is being paid every year |
by the revenue coming from the tourist
trade. A few million francs are earned

FHOM THE COMMYITTEE

! EDITORSHIP OF "NELVETIA NEWS LETTER"

At the Committee Meeting on January 9th,
under the chairmanship of Dr.F.H.Taylon,
O.B.E.; the Committee accepted with
regret the resignation of Mr.Edward H.
Spiro as Editor and expressed their
thanks for his long and meritorious
service. The Committee appointed Mr,
P.W.C.8tratton as new Bditor., Mr.Stratton
will be assisted in the compilation and
publication of the "News Letter" by the
Hon.Secretary, Mrs.E.J.Rawnsley. ‘
Mr.Stratton and Mrs.Rawnsley are
over from Mr.Spiro with the next
to be published in February.

SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1958

taking
issue,

{ Members who have not yet remitted the

annual Subscription for the current year
(78.6d.) are reminded to do so without
delay, in order to avoid interruption in
the dispatch of the "News Letter" and
Exchange Packets. . Cheques or Postal
Orders (made out to the "Helvetia Philat-
elic Society") should be sent to the .om.
Treasurer,; Mr.A.J.Harding, 31 Somerscs
Way, Iver, Bucks.,
LoyDON . .G

o Iy
G5 0G003085§0000 Db 6

R, OU
$33383

Meetings held at the "Swan Restaurant",
Cosmo Place,Southampton Row,London.W.C.2.

The next meeting will be on TUESDAY, 4+th.
FEBRUARY, 1958 at 6.30 p.m. It will Ve
a'Members Evening' and members are in-
vited to bring items of interest and/or
short displays on any aspect of Swiss
oollecting and also material for a
'Bring and Buy' auction., The programme
for the remainder of the season is as
followss

[}
o

Tues: 4th MARCH .. "STRUBELIS"

Tues: lst APRIL .. POSTMARKS .

Tues: 6th MAY .. ATRMATILS

Tues: 3rd JUNE .. Short displays,Quiz,
Auction,

Members are requested to
bring along material appertaining to the

92 9
- -2

HAVE YOU ALREAD

displays to all meetings.
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by the export of electric power gen-
erated in Swiss hydro-power stations
to neighbouring countries. But the
bulk of the earnings needed to cover
the "gap" comes from Swiss capital
investments abroad and the interests

OF THE FULL EDITION OF THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR'S

CATALOGUE of SWITZERLAND [958 .....

This new Catalogue, the first complete edition

since 1955, containing 64 pages,497 illustration

geveral new features and many revisions, will

which these investment earn. Proceeds
from the transit traffic of the Swiss
railways, earnings by Swiss banks and
insurance companies and interests
from loang provide more earnings.

The capital wealth of Switzerland
ig at least partly based on the trad-
itional thrift of the Swiss people
and partly also on the fact that,
owing to the political and economic
stability of the country, large suums
of foreign capital are invested in
Switzerland.

(To be continued)

have to serve for at least 2 years.
collector can afford to be without this
invaluable guide.

(including 1,668 price increases) since the

plus 3d.post

No serious

THE CATALOGUE CONTAINS --
2,110 PRICE CHANGES

publication of the 1957 Supplement.

PRICE (f>/<;) ORDER

Now
THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.
(The Swiss Specialists)
27 Westbury Road, Woodside Park, London.N.l2.

from
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Ho. 2 (Twelfth Year)

EDITORTI A L

I know you will all
agrce with me when I say
he—sorry we ars that our
Pr. jdent, Mr.E.H.Spiro,
has had to relinquish the
editorship of our monthly
News Letter., He has edited
the Letter since its in-
ception over 11 years ago,
and has maintsined the same !
high standard of interest-
ing and informative art-
icles throughout that per-
iod, That is no mean fesat,
and one that has entailed
a vast amount of effort. It
is good to know that he
will still be conitributing
notes and articles for our
future edification,

Thggk you, Mr, Spiro.

,Ae change of editor- -
ship will not mean a
change of policy, which is

to furnish members with up-‘

to=date information and
guidance on all subjects

appertaining to Swiss phile |

atcly. Remenber, though,
this is YOUR bulletin, and
if you have any spocial
ideas for new features or
any particular subject you
would like to see dealt
with, please let me know,
and wé will 4o our best. We
should like to see far more

articles, new items, results!
of researches etc,submitted

by mombers. Plcase do not
hesitate to send in any-
thing you think may be of
interest. Judging by mem—
bers'! lettors, more and
more are finding postmarks
and postasl history a more
than interesting branch of
collecting, These will be
specially catered for in
futnra aditiong. p.W.5.
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| uRS. E.J. RAWNSLEY, | !MR. 4.J, HARDING,| | MR. J.H. SHORT, |
‘32 Ethelbert Gardens, 131, Somerset Way,| ' 115, Peppard Road, |
Lﬁ_ﬂ;;fg;@,wEssex.umw”j }‘ Iver. Bucks.nwmj ngversham.” Reading._j

Edlted bv P. W, Stratton February, 1958
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SALVATION ARMY HONOURED ON SWISS STAMP

; This yeart's set of four Publicity stamps will be issued on
| March 5th, It sgain comprises values of 5, 10, 20 & 40 c., and
i during its currency will replace the equivalent values of the

I ordinary postage stamps. Sales will be at all post offices Yas
. long as stocks last", but not later than until December 31lst.

One of the stamps commemorates the 75th amniversary of the

. foundation of the Salvation Army in Switzerland, which is called
§ 'Heils—Armes! in the German-speaking part of Switzerland and
 'Armee du Salut' in the French-speaking cantons. The Salvation
§ Army in Switzerland was established only a few years after Gen—
i eral William Booth founded it in Britain and was one of the
o first countries to take up its rellgious and charitable activ-
| ities on the Continent.

The publicity stamp designs are as follows:

' 5 ¢, Olive/brown/chemois - Nyon castle with antique colwm, The

i stamp commemorates the 2,000th amniversapy of the found-

i ation of Noviodonum, a Roman colony for veterans of the cavalry

s units of the Legion — a sort of Chelsea Hospital — which existed

‘a8 Civitas Julia BEquestris on the site of present-day Nyon, a

! picturesque small town on the shores of Lake Geneva. The design

is by Paul Perret,.

1 10 e Green/dark green/red ~ is issued to publicise "SAFFA'", an
exhibition which will afford visitors a vivid picture of

' the life and work of Swiss women. Hence the picture of a pretiy

' Swiss girl on the stamp, designed by a woman artist, laja .

! Allenbach of Berne. The exhibition will teke place from July 31

| to September 15, 1958,

20 Ce Verm1110n/carm1ne/v1olet - shows the well-known Crossbow
; trado-mark, which is the official emblom of Swiss manufac-
i tured goods, the 'Made in Switzerland' sign. The stamp, design-
éed by Rudolf Bircher, of Zurich, commemorates 25 years of the
fintroduction of this Swiss trade mark.

;40 ce Light blue/dark blue/grey/fed - is the Salvation Army

i stamp and shows the familiar bonnet worn by fomale

i officers and the inscription "75 Ans Armee du Salut® (in French
only). It was designed by Maja Allenbach, as the 10 c.

All values are printed in photo-rotogravure by
 Gourvoisier on granite pspor (with admixture of rod and blue
' fibres), in four sheets of 25 stamps each per cylinder,

' numbered A-D. ‘

E . On March 5th the Philatelic Agency will apply first day
' cancellations "Ausgabetag!, “"Jour d'emission" and "Giorno

' d'emmissione",

! EoHs Se
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HELVETIA NEWS LETTER

ALL ABOUT S

Ong result of the cconomic situation of Switzer-
land and the value of Swiss currency, is the strong position
of the National Bank, whose reserves of gold and forcigm

currencies was,in 1946, morc than 5 milliard Swiss franes or |

enough to cover the total circulation of notes. Since 1945
there are 5 big banks, with a balancc at thc end:6$+1946 of
644 millisards. These are eclipsed by the 382 antohal and
state banks which only do home business and that mainly in
mortgages, with a balance of 8,9 millierds, To this can be
added over 800 'Raffeisen' banks and 115 savings banks, 411
these (excluding the National Bank) had at their disposal
over 2,2 milliard francs of their own and nearly 20 millierd
francs of foreign capital,

The insurance business is also an economically
important and lucrative factor in Swiss world connegetions,
owing to its firm roots in Switzerland itself, a sign of
Swiss reliability and & mecans of a steady increase of cap-

ital, Apart from the public insurance companies which insure

ageinst accidents and fire, 47 home and 26 foreign insurance
companies are licenced in Switzerland. Like the banks they
are subject to certain regulations und arc under state
supcrvision,

It is not surprising to find that Switzerland,
with her world tradc, tourist traffie, big business and
large tran51t traffic, is the typical country of free trads.
British froc trade was greatly stimulated by the successful
cxample of the Swiss, and it was only under prossure of the
protectionist policy of the Great Powers that Switzerland
was foreced, against her will, to introduce tariffs. In the
struggle for markets for her goods she has, it is true, onec
great asset, i.e., her own need for imports, and it is that
which has enabled her to preserve that world wide living
space which she has gained by initiative, industry,
reliability and quality,

Although the country has no colonies the econ-~
omic sphere has been greatly helped by those who have
settled in every corner of the earth. Before the introduct-
ion of restrictions, people of all professions and oCcupat-
lons emigrated to foreign countries and in general had a
good reputation for hard work,reliability and loyalty to-
wards their adopted country. Between the wars about an
eleventh part of the whole population of Switzerland - some
346,000 — was domiciled abroad. With the outbreak of the

Second World War & large number returned home,some for mili-

tary service in defence of their country,others as a result
of the devastating effects of the war. Adccording to 1946
statistics there were still 216,235 Swiss abroad,the numbers
in Europe having decreased more than elsewhsre, The Swiss
colony in France numbers some 80,000,that in Germany about
30,000, in Italy 11,300, while there are still 16,100 in
Great Britain. In America the number has been reduced to
58,510 {in the U.S,4. to 32,000), in Asia to 2344, but the
number in Africa has risen to 9086 and in Australia to 1560.
(To be contlnued)
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APPROVAL SELECTIONS OF MANY ISSUES

LOW LANE t 3 TORRISHOLYE g 3

14,

WITZE ’Lr//\/f /

FIRST FLIGHT

, SOLDIER COVERS Ete,
APPROVAYL SELECTIONS of the above sont on request to any Member,

JS ARMSTRONG

MORECAMBE FI

ZQCszx (f ;aﬁiLkd

;HELVETIA P.S. AT 'STAMPEX!, At
‘very short notice =~ 24 hours to
‘be precise - your Segcretary was
asked to providec a specialised

. display for a frame at !'Stampex’
‘on behalf of the Society, and we
rare pleased to say that one of

i our London members, ifr, J. 4.

1 Lowe, has kindly consented to

i loan the sheets on the 1900

U P,U. which won him commendm
"ation at our recent Competition.:
' So when visiting the exhibition
' remember to look for Frame 81,

DO YOU KNOW that there are still
about half our members who have
'not yet paid thzir subscriptions?
- ARE YOU ONE OF THESE 7777772779777
: If so, please remit immediately
,by cheque or postal—-order (made
‘payable to 'The Hel vetia FP¥ ™
’atellc Society') to the Hoa
;Trﬂasurer, Mr. A.J.Harding, 31,
, Somarset Way, Iver, Bucks.
' SEE TO IT TO-~DAY, It's only 7/6d.

,We extend our thanks to Mr, H.

. Katcher for presenting a copy

rof '"The Amateur Collector's!'1958
| catalogue to our Librery. We hope
1 to have a review of this cata~

' logue from the pen of our former
t editor shortly.

- ROMANSCH, If the majority of

' members were asked "What are the
i officlial languages of Switzere

! land?" they would probably reply
I "French,German and Italian'*—Thet
. answer would only be threet,.rts
. correct,as ROMANSCH (RHAETO-
iROMANICS was approved, by a

! plebiscite, as the fourth nation-
al language, on 28th Februanry,
1938, This language is used

! chiefly in Canton Graubunden or

| Grisons. Examples of its use may

'
i

» be found among the positmarks of

' the canton, at the base of the

' postmark, i.e. 'GRISCHUN' insteal
- of 'GRISONS! and 'STAZIUN'instead
iof 'STATION! , These marks are
worth looking for,

SILK THREAD — FIRST DAY -

AMBULANT POSTMARK -

- = WANTS

LISTS WELCOME

LANCS.
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SWISS INTERNMENT POSTS
By Pn. Wo Stra‘bton -

The ecrossing of +the French Bastern Army under General Bourbaki into Swiss territory in
January 1871, resulted in the issue of a special !gratis' stamp. This served for the free
transmission of mail from the inteorned Frenchmen to parts of France not ocoupied by the Ger-
manse This 'gratis' stamp hes, in tho meantime, become a philatelically desirable and scarce
item, Particularly is there keen demand for the stamp on cover with the corresponding post-
mark-

© Owing to\the crossing of foreign troops into Swiss territory in June 1940, & Special
organisation for the forwarding of internees' mail had to bo established once more, In con-
trast with 1871 a 'gratis! stamp was not used to denote the free transmission of the various
postal packets, and all post—free mail of military and civilian interndes was marked as such
with a special postmark inscribed "Franc de port',

In order to give the postmark collector an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the
various types of marks and forming a complete collection of them, we present the following:
classifications of these interesting marks.

4, GENEBAL. The transmission of postal packets from military and civilian internees in
Swituzerland was kept sirictly separated, and dealt with by two different offices. 4
special section was formed by the Fleld Fost organisation for the delivery of postal packetis
from militery internees, and that section handled exclusively the military internees' post,
whereas the Federal Post, Telegraph & Telephone Administration attended to the maill of the
civilian internees. In Nos. 30 & 35 of the offiocial paper of the Post,Telegraph & Telephone
ﬁ 1istration are to be found the regulations governing the free dellvery of gift parcels to
mliltary and civilian internces. The Director of Field Posts issued the following ordersg-~

‘POSTAL REGULATIONS
For the Swiss Military Internees,
Post-free matter ~ Articles subject to postage - Customs

le Military internees in SWltzerland enjoy the privilege of fres postage on the following
“incoming and outgoing parcel packets:

Unregistersd letters Money orders
Registered letters and registercd parcels. Parcel packets welghing up to 5 kgs.

2 Subject to postage ares Express packcts, Acknowledgment of Receipt and CeOsDepackotss

3s Customss Postal packets addresscd to places abroad must, similar to other foreign
packets,bo accompanied by declaration forms conformlng‘w1th the Swiss export restrlct-
ions, . Further particulars are obtainable from local post—offices.

de Correspondencs, in general, should be in tho native language of the sender.

5«  Pioturc postcards bearing views of places or landscapes are, without excoption, not
permissibles

6 Internses are not allowed personally to hand in or receive their lettars at the post—

office countor. ,

Te Internecs are forbidden to hand to postal officars correspondence which docs not origine
ate from intornces¢ Such packets arc liable to postage. Also liable to postage is corp-
espondence written by intornees and jointly signed by them and civilians or viece~versa,
Contraventions of this rule are punishable. '

Be On the address side of evory postal packet must appeer the full address of the sender,
his location and the town in which the 1nternment camp is situated.
9+ = The address must be writien leogibly.

10s It is prohibited to emclose coins or bank-notes in letters and parcels,

11, Postal packets nust not contain any written communicationsa

12, Correspondence must not contain eny allusions to or romarks about Swiss politics or

noutrality.

13a Packets not conforming with tho above regulations will be roturned to the sendarsQ

14. The recipients of rcgistered packets have to confirm their recoipt personally on the

delivery sheet or in the deolivery book (unregistored packets up to 5 kg.). The

authenticity of the recipicnts! signatures as a whole on the delivery sheet and in the
dclivery book must be certificd by the Commandant of the Internment Camp.

15 If en interuee moves from one internment cump to another, he must notify his relatlons :

of his new address immediately.

16. The Commandant is to notify all internees of these regulations. It is the duty of

internees strictly to follow the directions, , o :

The postmerk collector will desire to keep the postmarks of these two offices quite
scparate when he forms his collection. Together with a collection of Swiss Field Post marks
these three kinds of modern pos tmarks form en interes‘ing and informative documentation of
Swigs World War activity. ~ (To be continued).

Tho earticle on Trawvelling Post (ffices will be resumed next month
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% YORKS/LANCS GROUP:

LONDON GROUP: Hon. Sec., Mrs. E.J. Ravmsle,/,j |
32, Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford, Essex. E

A very successful meeting, on informal !
lines, was held on February 4th, when members |
brought along a wide range of interesting and :
unusual items. Mrs JeA. Lowe opened with a i
selectlion of varieties including the blocked i
TAY in HELVETIA, extended 'U' in BUNDESFEIER |
and cleft rock on the 1939 Bundesfeier issuej |
the broken 'H' in RHEINFAHRT on the 40 0.1954 ‘
Propaganda; extended ‘H' in HELVETIA on the !
40 ¢4 1954 Pro Juventute and retoush betwsen
‘E' & 'L' of HELVETIA on the 10 ¢. Postal
Coach, Other items were some nice pre-stamp
covers.

Mr,L.HOsborn followed with some sheets
showing the plating of the Rayon issues and a
good selection of early postmarks, including.
parcel post and railway cancellations. Mr.deJe
Harding then showed a number of the presentat-
ion booklets,given by special favour of the
PoTeTey items very rarely seen, Mr, J,H.Short's!
contribution was to draw attention to the book |
'MEMORIAL PHILATELIQUE' with its very fine col—;
our plates, especially the Rayons, Mrs. :
Rawnsley concluded with some recently acquired |
covers and odd postmarks covering customs,tele-:
graph cancels on stamps, 'T' merks etc. §

Following this there was some brisk bus- |

" iness at the 'Bring & Buy' auction. A welcome |
guest on this occasion was our member, Mr, W, !
Davidson,who is shortly returning to S.Africa, |
and whose acquaintance we were glad to make,if |
only to wish him 'Bon voyage!.

ettt o st e s S o o e

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 4th |
March, when the subject will be 'STRUBELI',
LeHs Osborn will open the display and members
are invited to bring further material.

2.
“Hon, Sec., J. A. Bastwood,
Whinney Field House, Skircoat Green Rd.,

*ﬁ

; Halifax.

On January 11th Mr, L. lMoore gave a

. paper and display on 'STRUBELI -~ SOME METHODS
. OF IDENTIFICATION', He dealt with the circum—

stances leading up to the issue, the placing
of the first orders with Weiss of Munich,the
delays which gave need to the hurried prepar-
etion of the Ravon III's and with the record-
od modifications after the first printing of
the Silk Threads. 4s a reminder that the
first Munich samples of the 5 & 40 Rappen
were the subject of complaints because they

‘ought to have been of the shades of the con-

temporary Bavarian 6 Kr. & 9 Kr.respectively,
the first and second printings of the Swiss
stamps were shown alongside the Bavarian
stamps for colour comparison.

Mr, Moore illustrated his talk with
sheets of stamps showing the practical u~ ‘of
the known guides to the various printingss
Obliteration, Impression, Spacing, Paper,
Thread and Colour. One sheet drew attention
to the 'secret signs' on the 5, 10, 15 & 40

. Rappen, as mentioned in the Zumstein Handbook

of 1924, Several biseccts were showm,includw
ing the only offieially sanctioned one of a
half a 2 Rappen used with a whole one on a
'Gazetta Ticinese' to Italy.

Mr, Moore ended by confesgsing a small

! heresy -in his doubt of the existence of the
" Munich second prints of the 10 & 15 Rappen

(Z. 23A8 & 24Aa),or at least of their recog-
nition by distinctive shades,but he hopes to

;.let ug have his views in a controversial art-
: icle which might stimulate members 1o help
; him solve the mystery of the small ‘'al's,

~

B R R T sy o
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: “‘“’“"su.ﬂs'e STAMPS

’l WILL BE AT
; !

MARCH 15th - 22nd -  CENTRAL HALL ~  #
(STAND 35) : i

jMR KATCHER WILL BE PLEASED TO GIVE ADVICE ON .f

i ALL MATTERS CONCERNING SWISS STAMPS, H

: //O1cc/ Auﬂ141fg 4Zkgi’czgfb,/K@/¢£[QQ&/”
! Yo wait.

,§ OUR 1958 CATALOGUE, JUST ISSUED, WILL BE ON |
| SALEs 6/9d. (or available by Poot 53, extra)

‘f i
iWe will refund your entrance fee on producing |
" this adveritisement if your purchasc at our |
i ” ~ stand excoeds &1,

4
1
/

[

; "The Swiss Specialists”

THE AMATEUR COLIECTOR, LID.,
i 27, Westbury Road, London. N.12. '

—
e

4 POSTMARK QUERY! ! | |

Many of you have probably seen Swiss
gtamps cancelled as per illustration below,

~and wondered just what they were. The size is

uguelly about 50 x 20 mm. It is purported to
be a temporary cancellation issued for use
when the normal obliterator (the circular
date stamp) is eway for repair, or othecrwise
not available. &t one time it was thought
that the marks emanated from railway stations
but as the writer has similar marks from
NIEDERHAIWIL, PURA, ST.OYENS, AYER, and other
places which have no railway stations, that

- theory must be discardeds

NIEDERUZWIL

-6 11 57

Has any member got the answer to this,
please? Are they temporary obliterators or
what is their use? It would be very much
appreciated if members who have any of these
merks would let the editor have particulars
of samc: size, name and date and any other
relever t information.,
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THE SILK THREAD ISSUES # SUJITZERLAND
1854 — 1862 —— }

By Laurence Moore

A Lecture given to Members of the Yorks/Lancs Group.

One helpful thing about our Helvetie Philatelic Society is that when a member volun-
teers go give a display, or act as discussion leader on a :articular issue, even though his
knowledge is rather slight, the fact that a promise has been given impels him to study the

issue anew and to read up all available literature in order to impart his new found knowledge
to his fellow members,

I suppose I have collected the 'Silk Threads' for around 40 years, and have ‘studied’!
them for neerly 20 years, Before presenting this lecture, being conscious of my ignorance on
some major points, I have consulted every known authority and read every known monograph in
English, French and (with difficulty!) Germen, from Mirabaud to FrHulein Kuisel and Broillet,
and have re-examined very closely every stamp in my possession, reversing my previous opin-
ions in several cases. The exercise has been worth while and my knowledge, while not complete,
is at least enlargeds I now present ny findings, in the hope that some of my experiences and
discoveries may be of some help to others in sozting out these controversial stampse.

While some of these interesting issues have their own distinctive characteristics,others
are extremely diffiocult to identifys therefore, a survey of the history of the circumstances

leading up to their issue, and of recorded modification during their production, may be help-~
£

The previous series, commencing with the Poste Locale and the Ortspost of 1850, and
leading on to the Rayon I and Rayon II, was designed %o cope with the problem of the differ-
ent currencies then in use in Swituorland. As & uniform currency system was to be adopted it
was intended to have & new Confederation issue of stamps ready on January lst, 1852, The
Postal Authorities had been studying stemp producing methods in various countries, and as
security against possible forgery, it was decided to use the Bavarian silk thread paper until
such time as similar paper could be produced in Switzerland. It was, however, intended from
the beginning that the stamps should be printed in relief by the Fedoral Mint in Berne. The
die was ordered from Herr Voigt of Muniech,

Owing to delays in preparation for the Swiss printings, it was decided that the first
impression should be printed at Munich, by Herr Weiss, printer of the Bavarian stamps. So
in October 1851, he was given an order for stamps ofs 5 Rappen in browm, 10 Rappen in blue,
and 15 Reppen in rose-pink, He promised delivery by January lst, 1852, but later had to
admit inability to do so by that date. The Postal Departiment, therefore, ordered the issue
of the Rayon III stamps, printed both in Rappen and Centime values, which up to that year had
been separate currencies, 5 Rappen equalling 8 Centimes.

On March 23rd, 1852, it was decided to have & stamp of 40 Rappen in green for pre-payment
of letters to CGermany end Austria, In Octaber 1852, Weiss reported that he had prepared a
certain number of these 4 values end submitted samples, The 5 Rappen, which was to have been
of a shade similer to the 6 Kreuzer of Bavaria, was found to be too red a brown and liable,
in bad 1ight, to be confused with the 15 Rappen. The 40 Rappen was also too light a green
and in future was to be printed in a colour at least as dark as the Baverian 9 Kreuzers  Also
the paper was too thin, but the stamps already printed were accepteds Welss modified the
colours in the next printing, but continued to use the paper for some-~time, The stamps
eventually appeared on 15th September, 1854, although the last delivery from Munich was in
Sep'bember 18530 Continuedesesesscnss
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THE SILK THRFAD ISSUES OF SWITZERLAND
(Continued from page 1)

The delay in issue was becsuse when the
Berne Mint were ready it had been dec-
ided to have another value, the 20
Rappen orange, which was not actually
available until October 24th, 1854.

To save the use of 1large numbers of
stamps on foreign mail, a stamp of 1
Prenc grey, was lssued on February 12th,
1855, A new printed inland rate of 2
Rappen having been agresd, & stamp of
that value was issued on July 1st, 1862,
It was then found that the printed paper
rate to Italy had been fixed at 3 Reppen,
and there were no stamps of that value
until the first perforated issue was
ready, so it was agreed that biseots
could be used, half a 2 Rappen stamp -
being used to make up the value. This
was the only officially sanctioned
bisect, and although after a few months
the Post Office issued notices prohib-
iting the practice, bisects were used
for a time, with other values nol con-
cerned with the printed rats to Italye.

When the new perforated 'Sitting '
Helvetia! stamps were issued in October
1862, public sitocks of the 'Strubeli!
were withdrawn and destroyed, but stamps
remained in private hands and so, for a
short time, the perforated end impor-
forate stamps occasionally were used
together.

Next month I will deel with the
methods of identification,

(To be continued)

SWISS STAMPS

are best obtained from

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.
Quality snd Service are unequalled.

Bvery Wants List receives most
careful attention and approvals of
the most unusual items are always

avallable,

bt Rat Rk Sk had Saat T

Have you got your copy of the 1958
Catalogue yet?

If not send 6/9d. + 5d. postage and
be up to date,.

Bl Sk Rl Bl Bl Rl Rl

wy Road, Woodside Park,
London, N,12.

27, Wostb

4 finae,

The Editor,
Helvetia News letter,

Dear Sir,

In view of the somewhat scornful remark
concerning my lack of knowledge of the Plusiidae
family of moths made in the Editor's note to
"The Puzzled Naturalist", (Jan. edition) and of
the inference that my books are so out of date
that my corrections are at least suspect, I must
ask that in fairness to myself you will publish
this reply.

Yy remarks on the 10 + 10c siamp are up to
date and correct. The Sulphur, the Clouded Yellow,
and the Pieris rapae are three well known and .
completely different British butterflies, while
that on the 10 + 10c¢ does not ocour in this coun-
try. This is a statement of fact and in no way
controversial .

My inability to find the Pyralidae was not dus
to my books being out of date but to the fact that
they are members of the Micro-Lepidoptera, in which
only & limited number of enitomologists are inter-
ested., My identification of the lMagpie moth was
absolutely correct, it being & member of the Macro-
Lopidoptera. Burrhypara urticata (in spite of i+
late Editor's remerks) is not the Magpie moth, .ut
is one of the larger Micro-Lepidoptera. It is the
fragile black and whitish moth ofien seen flutier-
ing among nettles, and its caterpillar mey be found
in most rolled~up nettle leaves, This is another
statemont of fact and no subject for controversy.
My previous remark was that I could not find the
Editor's classification of the Magpie moth: I now
gay that his identification of it was absolutely
WIoOnge.

Regerding the Plusiidae, I have no access to
Ford's book, but would remind the late Editor that
it is by no means the only accepted book of refer—
ence. I have consulied the latest edition of my
own best book and find that, while some moths have
been re-classified and now have alternative class-—
ifications, the Red Underwing is siill shown as
being of the family Noctuides, sub-order Quadri-

I am quite familier with the ten membe “of
this group whose Latin names commence with the word
"Plusia'. I may add that I em more than astounded
that anybody venturing to write on such a subject
should fall into the error of calling this insect

i a buttorfly.

If, as the latoc Editor suggested, stamp coile-
ctors are noi interestscd there seems to bs no

i point in publishing such complete descriptions of

the names and classifications of the insects de-
picted; but if such details are published it is
surely & part of the Ediftor's duty to ensure that
the information given is not blatantly inaccurate,
My corrections were offered with a view to being
helpful, but the late Editor's remarks suggest that
any such help is unwelcome,

Yours faithfully,

J.D.BLYTH.

PS. Indifferent health hes at last allowed me %o
visit more than one librery, and I find that some
authorities further subdivide the Noctuase into
the Plusiidae and the Catocalidae, The Red Under—
wind is one of the latter and not a member of the
Plusiidae,

JeDsB,
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SWISsSS INTERNMENT POSTS

By P, W, Stratton Part I1I,

In thoe provious instalmont the general conditions apperteining to Internees
mail were dealt with, , ) . -
Be  MILITARY INTERNEES POST. For the collector the postmarks of the Military Internces Post

offer certainly greater interest and more scopc than those of the Civilian Internees
Post., It would be probably rather difficult to get together a complete collesction of post-
‘marks on original lettors. As far as is kmown 345 different hand-stamps werc issued by the
Militery Intorneées Section of the Field Post Office, of which 88 stamps were withdrawn. The
military internment camp in tho Bernese Oberland was abolished in 1940, and new camps set up
in Bast Switzerland. Owing to this removal, on the one hand, various stemps were withdrawn,
and, on the other hand, the creation of new stemps bocame necessary.

With regard to the classification of the marks of the Military Internees Post, four
different main types are distinguishable, of which two main types can be sub-divided into
sub-types. ; . .

Owing to the crossing over of foreign troops into Switzerland on 16-17th June, 1940, the
Field Post Office saw itself faced overnight with a new and very considerable task, A
special Organisation had to be created in order to drect the enormous amount of internees!
mail into the correct channels within reasonable time. Thanks to energetic and far-sighted
measures, the Director of Field Posts, Lt.~Cols Frutiger, succeeded with the help of a small
staff of Field Post Officers in accomplishing the task within the shortest time. Already on
19th June the newly created section of the Military Internees Post could begin operations.

During the first few days of the arrival of foreign troops into Swiss territory and the
merches to the various camps, postal packets from military internees were marked with a
d#~~le lined circle with the Swiss cross in the centre (Fig.l)s It soon became obvious,
however, that this mark did not include the very important indication of
the fact that the postage was free, This stamp was withdrawn after a
few days and replaced with another stamp, which in place of the Swiss
eross containgd the wording "Franc de port" (Fig.z). As a result of its
short period of use, the first mark has become & rarity. The inscript-
" ion on the first two marks: "Internement de mili-
teires francais en Suisse', cannot have been ad~-
hered to literally in use, because it is to be
assumed that postal packets from Belgien and Polish
soldiers were impressed with the same marks. The
second mark was for a time used as an Official Fig. I.
stamp and as a provisional stamp. v
After the establishment of the various military internment cemps every
camp received its own stamp incorporating the place name, and of these
thers are several hundred varieties, These first camp marks with place

Fige 2 names can be classified into two
groups, one with sans serif capitals and the other with
sans serif capitals and small letters, both marks with
or the wording “"Franc de port" (Figs. 3 & 3a.). In
contrast with the marks of the first two types, all
merks incorporating the place name contain the inscrip-
tion "Camp militaire 4'internement®,

The last, and the commonest, type of mark was the
small double-lined circle inscribed "Franc de port",
which can be arranged into three groups according to
the type of place name - the first with the simple Fig, 3 & 3a,
place name and the Swiss cross (Fig.4), the second with the place name and locality without
the Swiss cross (Fig 4a), and the thivd with the place name and canton, without the Swiss
cross (Fig.4b), ‘ ‘

Fige 4 Fig. 4a. Fige 4b.

, . (To be continued)
Note from the Fditor, It has been suggested that we hold & correspondence colwum in the

News Letter, wherein members may air their views, raise queries on any particular problems
they may have concerning Swiss philately, etec., It is considered that this will help fo bring
members more in personal contact with the Society and at the same time bring forth inform-—
ation for the benefit of other members whioch may otherwise have been unknovmn. So please let
us have your letters and queries, but confine the questions 4o those which are not answerable
from the standerd catalogues etc, and please keep them as short as possible,
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LONDON GROUP; Hon. Secretarys Mrs. E.J.Rawnsley YORKS/LANCS GROUP: HoneS8ec.,J.A.Bastwood,

32, Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford, Essex.

The ever-controversial subjsct of the .
'Sitting Helvetia Imperf' - the 'Strubelis®!
-~ was debated at the meeting held on March
4th, Mr,L.H.Osborn opened the proceedings
with a display of the various issues,class~
ified according to Zumstein, and in fine
condition, Postmarks are often of great
value in deciding the various groupings and
here were many examples of the various
types of ‘barred lozenges' and the later
circular cancellations. A bisect of the 5
Rp. used from Geneva was among the items
shown on cover, Mr. J.H,Short followed
with a further display, and explained his
reasons for the method of classification,
decisions reached after close consultation
of the works of Zumstein, Broillet, Sefi
and other writers, As before, emphasis was
laid on the importance of postmarks and
many examples were shown. Among a number of
interesting covers was another example of
the Geneva bisect. '

s s i

The next meeting will be on Tuesday,lst
April, when the subject will be 'POSTMARKS'
Members are invited to bring along items of

Whinney Field House, Skircoat Green Road,
Halifax,
The 'SWISS QUIZ' has become an annual feature,
and on Feb, 8th, those members who braved a

ishocking blizzard endeavoured to answer questions

connected with Swiss Philately,

In the absence of Quiz Master A.C.Wilson,sach
member brought 3 questions which he put to the
others, Some 'questions! were in the form of
fragments of stamps for identification, or
stamps (end postmarks) in normal and variety.
One series was of photographs of scenes which
appear on stamps but taken from unusual angles.
Another asked what 3 individuels (whose heads
only were shown) held in their hands.

Cheirmen Robertshaw provided the prizes, which
were greatly appreciated and absolutely approp—
riates Winners (and prizes) were as follows: lst,
R.A.Hoyle (Prize: The Centchnary number of the de
la Rue Journal)s; 2nd. L. Moore (& lovely litho
of a watercolour of the Mont Blanc massif by Carl
Ritter); 3rd. H.A.Somerwell (& 1list of the init-
ials of the Swiss private railways). Mr. Gullis
was envied in winning the 'Booby' prize - a~ "y
of Johanna Spyri's 'Heldi! = given by Mre J.ue
Highsted. : ;

interest,

Doing good work on behalf of the Hel-
vetia, Mr, ReL.Christian of Lincoln,visited
Ilford P,Ss on 1st March, deputising for
Mr. P.W.Stratton, who was unfortu.-tely ill
Mr, Christian gave a mesterly display on
TePuOes by means of Swiss stamps, tracing
the development of the railways and postal
facilities, the various types of postmarks
used on the Federal railway system and fin-
ally, and probably most interesting, the
cancellations of the many still existing
private railways, the whole admirably ill-
ustrated by means of meps.

- AIR -STAMPS - MINT

Zum, 1 at 77/6d., Zum. 2 at 18/-

' Zum, 19/25 Overprinted values at 15/-

Zum, 26 - 1938 Pro Aero used oh cover
: at 4/-

Zume 27/34 1941 Definitive set at 29/-

Zum. 35 1941 Pro Aero at 6/-

Zum. 36 1943 Pro Aero at 6/-

Zum. 37/40 25th Anniversary of Swiss

Air Mail at 13/64d.
Zume 41 1946 Pro Aero at 8/-
Zum, 42 Geneve to New York Flight
at 8/3d.
Zum, 43/44 1948 New colours at 10/-
Zume 45 1949 Pro Aero at 7/6d.

SPECIAL OFFER: 10 different Swiss

Stampless covers at 35/-

Wents Lists welocome ., New Issue Service

Je B¢ ARMSTRONG

.....................

WHO'S WHO ON SWISS STAMPS

GENERA; THEOPHIL SPRECHER VON BERNEGG
(1850 - 1927) |

Born at Maienfeld (Engadine). Educated at
Basle 3chool of Arts and later at German Univer-
sities, where he studied natural science,forestry
agricultural and national economy. At age of 20,
following the death of his father, returned to

. the family estate at Malenfeld, where he took up
i vine culture and horse-brecding. Also became a

member of the Council of Maienfeld and held
office as President of that city for 21 years, As
President of the administrative council of . 1-

iways, he directed the construc tion of several

lines in the Engadine, In addition he devoted a
considerable pert of his time to the Federal
Army; in 1902 became Divisional Colonel and
Commander of the Gotthard fortifications; 2 years
later was head of the 9th Division, covering
Central Switzerland, Glarus, Grisons, Tessin and
the Valais,., His far-sightedness and great know-
ledge of the geography and topography of the
country was put to good use in the re-—organis-
ation of the army and bullding of foritifications.
In 1914, at the outbreak of war, Ulrich Wille
was appointed General of the Swiss Army and
Sprecher became Chief of Staff, which post he
retained until his retirement in 1919, Bven then
bhe maintained his relations with the leaders of
other countries and Swiss politics never ceased
to interest him. In order to be able to sexpress
his cpinions freely he renounced the pension to
which he waes entitled. He died in 1927, aged

77 and is portrayed on the 5 + 5c¢. of the 1950
Pro Juventute issuse. ‘
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THE SILK THREAD ISSUES OF SWITZERLAND 1854 - 62
By Laurence Moore Part II.

One of the main difficulties in this issue is to sort out the various
typese« There are several ways in which this can be done and the following may be helpfuls

1. Identification by dif ferences in impression,

The generally accepted difference of impression between the Munich and Berne prints lies
in the fact that while the Munich printing was on pre-dempened paper, with a better absorp-

n of ink, the stamps printed later at the Mint in Berne were on dry paper and the colour
remained on the surface, 'floating' as it were, with a slightly blurred effect. This is
apparent even in the case of the first Berne printing on Munich paper.

Munich prints are mostly fine and clear. The lozenges in the background stand out quite
clearly, every line discernible, even right up to the figure of Helvetia on all sidess Any
'dotting' in the solid coloured portions of the side tablets is fine and even, The Berne
prints on the other hand, often lsave the lozenges W urred, pariticularly near the figure of
Helvetia, which appears surrounded by a ridge of ink, sometimes wide enough to 'shadow' the
figure. The coloured parts of the tablets, though more solid in parts, have white dots in
an irregular pattern. This can also be seen in the tiny corner squares around the fleureties.
Unfortunately this method is not altogether reliable., There are Munich prints so thickly
inked they are blurred like the Berne ones, and conversely, some of the early Berne prints
on Munich pgper are fine and oclear. Other methods of identification are, therefore,nevessary.

2s Identification by obliteration

While it can only be a rough guids, for there is always the possibility that a stamp re-
mained in private hands for some years before being used, the obliteration can normally det-
ermine the time at which the stamp was used. From 1854-1857, the offiecial obliteration of
t" stamps was by the grilles, P.De or P.P., ©tce From 1857-1862 cancellers with the names
of the sending office were used, These may be circular date stamps or straight line. Un-
fortunately the rule was often broken and meny stamps of the earlier period were cancelled
by this latter method, but the normal cancellations ere as indicated and this kind of class-—
ification by obliteration usually ensbles the student to sort at least into the early or late
issues. Both the Munich impressions should be found only with 'dumb' cancellations (eriiie,
P.P.eto.) as also the first of the Berne printings. The second Berne printings, on Munich
paper, with various oo loured threads, may carry either 'dumb' or 'named' obliterations, but
the next Berne printings, with various coloured threads on Zurich pger, will only be found
bearing 'named' types of cancellaiions. This naturally also applies to later Berne prints
with green standard thread.

3, Identification by spacing

Towards the end of 1856 the newly installed printing presses at the Berne Mint made it
possible to print in sheets of 50 instead of 25 as hitherto. This meant the clichees had %o
be closer together., About the same time the Mint received the first deliveries of Zurich
paper, While the Munich printings snd first Berne impressions guve spaces of 2 mm. between
the clichees, there was practically no space between the stamps printed in sheets of 50,
This brought complaints, so later in 1857 a space of 1 mm. was left horizontally and vertic-
ally. Therefore, stamps on the Zurich paper are either without spaces or with narrow ones
of 1 mm,, but stocks of Munich paper (green thread) carried over at the time of change,
meant that either the wide or narrow spacing may be faind., However, it is obwious that the
2 mme Spacing is only on Munich paper, whether printed in Munich or Berne. This is a very
useful means of identification and while a pair or larger block is easy to check, even a
single copy very often on one side at least, shows the space and frame lines of the next
stanpe

(Continued on Page 2)
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ALL ABOUT SWITZERLAND

The problem of how to support a population of 4,3 mil-
lion, only 3/5 of whom can be fed on the produce of their
ovn soll, has made the Swiss look far afield in trade,
commerce, and the manifold economic activities in which
they have proved their worth., Yet they have by no means

abandoned the land.
1/5 of the wags--earners, together with their dependents
they make up 174 of the population. Large estates are

sized to smalls, Out of a total of 238,481 farms, only

2675, or not more than 1% have more than 75 acres of land |
28 154 have less than 1% acres and 72,441 have between }~j
end 75 acres. Thus more thm 10% are small holdings, :
rather than farms end of the remsinder more than 1/3 are |
small farms.

The agricultural pro ducts are as varied as the land
and soil, The import of cheap grein from caintries whore
natural conditions are more favourable, has caused the
Swiss to turn to cattle~breeding and to convert their
land into pasture. Cattle for breeding purposes are a
very importent Swiss export, Pigs and horses, the latter
a speclality of the Franches-Montagnes in the Jure, have
greatly increased, The averege annual production of
162,400 tons of meat is sufficient to cover the country's
need, and the same is true of milk production. It was the
two World Wars and the emergency created by the difficult-
ies of importation which brought farming into the fore-
ground again end led to the decision to keep 750,000
acres permancntly under cultivation.

A prominent branch of Swiss agriculture is the cult-
ivation of fruite. In 1946, when the total proceeds from
the lend amounted to 2 millierd francs, nearly 1/10 was
accounted for by fruit-growing, an industry whose prod-
ucts are being steadily inmroved. Certain kinds of orch-
ard fruits are exported, as well as fruit products such
as pectine. Switzerland has led the way in finding means

Agriculture and forestry account foré catalogues often oall it dark

 emerald, In 1855 paper with a diff-
entirely unknown in Switzerlan d. The holdings are medium- Eszznt colour thread for each value

inot

of using fruit, especially in the manufacturs of cider
and fruit syrups. Vine-growing is carried on in certain

districts, particularly on the lakes of Geneva, Neuchatel ?
i
Farm land is found at an i

and Bienne, in the canton of Valals, on the lake of Zur-
ich, in the Grisons and Ticino.
almost unbelievable altitude; on the sumny slopes of the
Valais Alps grain is grown a
level.

Another important factor is the decentralisation of
urban elements and the absence of big towns and industs
rial regions. A4 comparison with other countries brings to
light the interesting fact that in 3witzerland, which has,

o
1S

after Belgium and England, the highest employment figures9;;

a large percantage of the population — 67% = live in com=
munes of 10,000 inhabitants or less, i.e. in predominantly

rurel. settlements. Only Sweden shows a higher percentage
- 7%s In Britain not more than a quarter of the popula-—

tion live in such seitlements. The rural character of
tho Swiss has developed to 2 large extent because indus-—
try began with cottage industries, and as the mechanisa-
tion of the fectories progressed, they remained on the
spot, wWhere skilled labour was to be found., This is
shown particularly in textiles and watoh~making, There
are districts in which the number of workers employed is
far greater than that of the local population, who itravel
to and from their work by public or private transpert. I+
is not only a great social edventage to Switzerland that
her working population has been preserved from moes set-
tlements, but also a political necsosslity for 2 smell
country, where the greatost possible number of inhabltants

must be, in the fullest sense of the word, citizens.
To be conti nued)

i was
fall

high as 6,500 f£t. above sea f

1

. NOTE

THE SILK THREAD ISSUES OF 1854/62
(Continued from Page 1)
4, Identification by thread.

Three distinct periods.can be

f noted in tho history of the silk

. threads, At first they were of un-
iform colour, which the of ficial
toexts describe as blue-green,while

used, but these stamps were
current until 1856 or 1857,
years later the gresn thread
again adopted as standard for
values, except the 1 Franc,
but the new green was lighter and
brighter than the wriginal thread.
New stamps, however, were not put

Two

. into circulation until stocks of
. the old ones were cxhausted;

there-
fore, stamps of the uniform green

| thread were used long after the
“adoption of the various coloured
! threads, The thread of the 5

Rappen was so pale a yellow, Ce.-

. trasted with the brown of the
| stamp, that it was agreed that this

paper should be used only for the
stamp least in demend, the 1 Franc,
and that the 5 Rappen should have
a black thread, although it was

1857 before this appeared.

TO BE CONTINUED,

For “the most comprehensive

Approval service of Swl ss stamps

available in this country
contact

AMATEUR
ms COLLECTOR

The enclosed lcaflet is a
complets guide to the sections
available, Stamps are neatly

mounted in booklets or on sp901al
cards and priced individually.
The 19th century maierial is
mounted in such a way that

. collectors have the choice of

=severa1 copies, priced according

to condition,

THERE REALLY IS NO FINER WAY
70 COLLECT!

Subscribers to this !'News
Letter' need not furnish the
refercnces otherwise required.

L

27, Westbury Road, Woodsi de Park,
London. N,12,

The review on the !'Amateur
Collectars! Catalogue has. been
held over unitil next month,

Ed.
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SWIss INTERNMENT POSTS
By P. Stratton. Part III (Conclusion)

In the previous instalment the postmarks of the Military Interness

Post was dealt with,.

Ce CIVILIAN INTERNEES POST, The postal packets of civilian internees, which also enjoyed
free postage, were all impressed with the same mark (Fig°5). The '
civilian internees were not accommodated all itogether in camps
but were lodged in various parishes in the canton of FREIBURG, In Franc de port
contrast with the military internee, who had to deliver his mail Interné civil
to the Field Post official in the camp, the civilian internee
handed in his letters at the Federal Post-0ffice in the parish in
which he lived. The postal official then sent the mail from the Fige 5
civilian internees, without marking it in any wey, to the Letter Offlce at BERNE, where it
was postmarked,
The incoming mail for civilian internees, after being censored and postmarked at BERNE,
was sent to the Central Office at ROMONT, from whence it was forwarded to the addresseess’
At fir st on an average of 300 postal packets arrived at the BERNE Letter Office daily,
but this number dropped considerably, and about October, 1940, all civilian internees were
sent home to France and the Central Office at ROMONT suspended its activitiss,

D.  MISCELLANEOUS, The postal packets from military and also Civilian internees were
subject to censorship. The censored items were marked with a numbered stamp, This censor
stamp is invariably in the form of a three figure number, usually in purple, on the front
“of the packet near the postmarke

.~ It was strictly prohibited to postmark Swiss postage stamps with the internees! mark,
1. . rule was not completely adhered to, as I have covers with cancelled Swiss stamps on
them which went through the post in the normal way, ¢ertainly not cancelled to order, and
one can only assume that negligence on the part of a postal official was responsible.

The small bar postmark with a place name which is occasionally to be found on civilian
internees! mall is of an unofficial nature, e.g., "Evacuation civile-CHATEL-St,.-~DENIS", It
must be assumed that a postal officisl wanted to lighten his own work by applying this mark
to the internee's mail before forwarding it to the Letter Office et BERNE,

The Central Office for the Civilian Internees Post at ROMONT marked its own official
mail (to BERNE) with a rectangular mark, measuring 40 x 9 mm,, inscribed in two lines,
"Courrier des Internes Civiles', This is a very scarce mark,

E. INTERNMENT CAMPS IN LIECHTENSTEIN, Before leaving this short article on the Swiss
Internment Camp Posts, & word must be said about the marks of the Military Internment Camps
in Liechtenstein, as they used one mark which was inscribed "MilitHdr-Internierung In der
Schweiz" with the Swiss Cross in the centre and "Portofrei® above, This is different from
any used by the Swiss Camps, and was used at SCHAAN and RUGGELL. It is illustrated at
figure 61 This is a very scarce mark, indeed the catalogue price in 1953 was SweFr.250!
The regulations for the camps in Licchtenstein were the sane as for the Swiss Canps «

o

; - F. RECORDS.

Will any member

\\ who has any of

i 5 the camp marks
T 29 described in the
o

S ad foregoing article
VAJV"/Vﬂ//V  please let the
=TT Editor have
particulars of
seme, gquoting
the name of the
camp, the type
of mark (using the 1llustration numbers),

411 Issues Available
8lsos

Fig. 6

First Day Covers

irmails
sdruei The censorship number, and the date if
Miniature Sheets this can be ascertaineds This will
ete, help us to compile a check list for pub-

lication at some future date.

Want Lists recelve prompt attention )
Thank yous
Send your enquiries to

J.S.ARMSTRONG e Bad.

14, Low Lane, Torrisholme, Morecambe,

Lancs. T ETT T T T T T
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—ROM THE COMMITTEE

London Groups Hon,.Sec., Mrs. E.J, Rawnsley,
32, Ethelbert Gardens, Ilford, Essex.

The April meeting, which was well
attended, was devoted to the sub ject of
POSTUMARKS., Mrs. Rawnsley opened with a
display of recently acquired items, ranging
from pre-stamp covers, through the vaerious
types of cencellations -~ grille, thimble,
single and double circle etc., to a short
study of some 18 different circular cancell-
ations in use on modern stamps. In connect-.
ion with the recently published article on
the !'Cito’ marks, an early Austrian cover of
1580 was included, so that menbers might
know what to look for,

Mr. Stratton and Mr., Short followed
with selections of unusual items, including
examples of TZ (Transit Zurich), TF (Transit
Francaise), FD 10 (Fischer par Delle 10 Kr.),
BE (Bern), BS (Bale Suisse) etc., frontier
markings and so on, Among the modern items
Mr, Stratton showed examples of the vary
artistic tourist propagands marks.

A two volume collection of Swiss Soldier
Stamps, including covers and miniature sheets,
belonging to an ex-member of the Soclety,was
put up for auction and realised £13/10/-,

The next meeting, to be held on Tuesday,
6th May - strikes permitting! -~ will be on
ATRMAILS. Our Chairmen, Dr. F.H. Taylor,
will give the opening display and members are
invited to bring elong further material.

Yorks/Lancs Groups Hon, Sec,, J.A. Bastwood,
Whinney Field House,Skirccat Grn Rd.,Halifax.

At their March meeting the Group enjoy-
ed a wonderful display of Mr, C.F, Gysin, of
Basle and Manchester, who is probably one of
the most informed specialists on the Rayons
and their different stones, Mr, Gysin first
projected onto the screen his colour trans—
parency enlargemen ts of the Rayons, etcs One
showed the Rayon I on blue and on white, from
the seme stone on the same slide., Then foll-
owed Ortspeosts, Postes Locales and still more
Rayons - framed and unframed crosses, with
enlargements of the detail to show retouches
eto., One of the gems was a Rayon I on blue
with completely framsd cross — the whole
stamp double impression, including two
absolutely clear frames around the cross,
Moving them to Standing Helvetia, he project-
ed his detall slides at terrific enlar gement,
showing many retouches and errors, including
the famous 'HELVETIA', one slide filling the
soreen with the double 'T' for closer
examination, '

As Mr, Gysin still thinks no display is
complets without some actual stamps, he then
showed some magnificent and rare covers with
Rayons and Strubeli, followed by a range of
exceptionally large blocks of Standing
Helvetia, including the 40 ¢. 'no disdem' in
block with normal, and the 1 Fr, in the rare
Ferf, 12 ~ and this in a mint block of four!
Altogether one of the most outstanding
displays ever seen in this country,

PUBLICITY POSTMARKS

Meny members are collecting the publicity
postmarks of Switzerland as illustrated along
side,and it has been suggested that we pub-
lish a check list of those issued to date.Ths
collection of these marks is a very interest-
ing sideline, and as they are inexpensive and
are & comparatively recent innovation, a com-
plete collection is quite possible., TUp to
dato of writing, 213 have been issued. Some

places have had more than the one stamp, one for the winter period and one far the summcr.
The marks issued up to date are as follows, future issues will be edded to the list as they

appear, Where more than one stamp has besn issued for the same locality, the secondary
wording will be given as well as tlLc town name.
AARBERG AIGLE BETTMERALP BURGLEN
ACQUAROSSA ALT ST.JOHANN BEATENBERG CADEMARIO '
ADELBODEN, Kurort ALTDORF BERLINGEN CADEMARIO Casa di Cura
Sport, AMDEN BERGUN-BRAVUOGEN GASSARATE
ADELBODEN, Sonnen- AMRISWIL 1., BEX CASTAGNOLA
paradies. ANDEER BEROMUNSTER CHANM
ABSCHI b,.SPIEZ ARLESHEIM BIGLEN
AROSA. Die Schunee etc.,  BRAUNWAULD
AROSA. Kinder etc, BRIENZ (BERNE)
ASCONA,Lago Maggiore. BRIG
ASCONA.Settimane Mus, BRISSAGO
AVENCHES BRIONE
BAD RAGAZ BRUNNEN
BALERNA BURGDORF
BAVEN em Urnersce BURGENSTOCK
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Editor!s Jottines

It is pleasing to see that this
yearts Pro~Patris issue has start-
ed enother piciure series, although
whether the theme will appeal to
many is doubtful. Anyway, after
last year's dull single design
T e it is very welcoms,

fan any member help????? I have
a 2 page article on the VERBANO
postmarks of Lake Maggiore which I
should like to put in the News
Letter, but unfortunately it is in
Italian, a language with which I
cannot copes Is there one of our
members who would be willing to do
the necessary translation please?

The above is a problem which we
are always up against. Several
excellent articles on Switzerland
appear in the Continental philat~
elic press, but translation diffi-
culties prevent us meking full use
of thems We could, of courss,
have this done by a professional
translation bureau, but this would
add considerably tc the cost of
publication, which is elready high
enough, Are any members willing
to appoint themselves as honorary
transletors and help us out,
please ?77PTPPPPPPRORPVOPRVPIVYONY

PRO-PATRIA 1958

. This year's set of PRO-PATRIA National Day stemps,
or, as they are becoming called, the "Summer Charity
Issue", will be issued on May 31st.

The set will again congist of five values. The 5 ¢
stamp, showing a mother and child, illusitrates the pur-

. pose of this year's National Day collection, the support

of needy mothers, With the other four denominations a
new picture series is started, bearing the title (accord»
ing to the official P,T.T. description) "minersls, rocks
and fossils"., The aim of this series (again quoting the
P,TeTe) is to familiarise the general public with dom-
estic mineral and rock formations.

The 5C value, printed by the P.T.T.printing works
in the rotary line-~engraving process on smooth white
p&p er, was designed by Donald Brun of Basel, as far as I
can trace, e new name among Swiss stamp designers, and
engraved by that veteran Albert Yersin, The remaining
values were designed by Niklaus Stoecklin of Riehen, to
whom we are indebted for the lovely butterflies and
ingect serles on the Pro-Juventute stamps, and are print«
ed in rotogravure by Courvoisier of La Chaux-~de-Fonds, on
white granite psper (with admixture of red and blue
fibres).

The designs of the stamps are as followss—

5 ¢« Brownish carmine, Symbolical mother with child
in armsy

10 c. Green/brown/yellow/grey. FLUORITE.

20 ¢, Red/brownish yellow/grey. AMMONITE.

30 o, Brownish yellow/earmine/grey. GARNET,

40 e. Blue/light blue /grey, ROCK CRYSTAL (QUARTZ).

Al11 five values ave printed in shests of 50; the
¥ ¢ in four sheets per cylinder (numbered 1 - 4), the
other values in two sheets per cylinder (lettered A and
B). While the margins of the 5 o. value bears only the
statement of value, the margins of the other denomina-
tions carry the purpose of the issue, statements of value
and the duration of validity, which is from May 31st to
December 31st, 1958,
The series will be so0ld with the usual surtax of 5C. for
the 5¢, value and 10c, for the remainder, and will be on
sale until Aug 31 st at all Post Offices but until Dec
31st &t the Philatelic Agency of the ¢,T.T, and Mobilse
P.Os. .

Mail posted by the P.T.T. on the first day of issue
will be cancelled with a o ecial postmark (illustrated).

PWOS
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ALL __ABOUT __ SWITZERLAND

Continued,

1 In education the Swiss have reached a very:high

- standard, as is only to be expected in a country whose
citizens have such far-reaching civic rights and
‘duties and where, above all, the means of livelihood
depend on skilled and qualified labour, Switzerland
has stamped out illiteracy. There are 7 universities
in this small country, with a total of 14,850 students
and 1330 professors, lecturers, etc. There is further
the Federal Institute of Technology (including the
Institute of Agriculture) with over 4000 students and
340 teachers; the School of Engineering at Lausanne,
and the School of Econeomics & Public Administration at
Pte Gall, with 370 students and a staff of 72, Of the
universities, Basle is the oldest, having been founded
in 1460, Zurich is the largest and Berne follows next,
both date back to the first half of the 19th century,
Out of nearly 15,000 students at these universities
approximately 3300 are foreigners, as are 815 out of
the 4000 at the Federal Institute of Technology, bear-
ing out the good reputation of the country in questions
of higher education,

The universities, however, form only the last
link in the chain of educational opportunities. The
country which gave birth to Pestalozzi does not neglect
the education of the people, and there is a wide net-
work of schools financed by the state and under the
direction of the cantons, which every child must attend
for 8 years, followed by the secondary schools., The

.

A

, ,

Por those interested in the
UsPoU, issue of 1900 (Zumstein 77~
79) a very comprehensive article on
the plate flaws and varieties of
that issue is currently appearing
(in CGerman) in the Schweizer Brief-
marken Zeitung, and can be very
strongly recommended. Any specialist
who is interested and is willing to
write en article on this issue for
publication in the Wews Letter. may
borrow the Editor's copies on
request.

,m@g

As a result of our article on
the Swiss Internment Camp Posts, I
have received examples of several
additional types which were not
described, These will be recorded
and illusitreted in a future issue.

During the sitting of the
International Labour Conference ¢
Geneve from 29 April to 16 May anu
from 4 to 26 June & special postmark
is being used inscribed "GENEVE '
CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE DU TRAVAIL"

decentralisation of the high schools and secondary

schools makes them more accessible and university stat-

istics plainly show that the body of students is re-
cruited from all classes of the population,
tered villages in the mountains, however, are far re-
moved from schools and the children have to walk many
miles to reach them, In the mountain cantons, where

solved by opening the schools only during the winter,
By concentrated work during the winter months it is

possible to cover the whole syllabus, while very often ;
teachers in such schools take up some other occupation

during the summer, such as hotel work, The private
gschools and educational institutions have an internat-
ional reputations they are mainly boarding schools and
pupils come to them from all over the world.

One sign of the high level of education is the
large number of publications and libraries. Not every
canton has a library, but some have more than one;
about 2% million books are taken out annually, while
some 4000 new works are published each year.
more newspsp ers in Switzerland than in any other couti-
try in the world; this may be accounted for by the dem-
ocratic character of the government and wide autonomy
of the 3107 communes.

Then there are museums, historical, ethnologicael
and natural history collections and public art galler-
ies, These are not only to be found in the university
tovns, Great Swiss artists such as Conrad Witz, Urs
Graf, Wiklous Manuel, the two Holbeins, Buchser, Boeck-

1in, Vallotton and Hodler are represented in public and
private collections. People's theatres flourish side by

side with the regular theatres, which in the larger
towns, produce plays and operas of a remarkably high
artistic value. In the field of music, too,Switzerland
has produced international figures such as Arthur Hon-
egger, Othmar Schoeck, and Ernest Ansermet.

To be continuelessess

The scat- |

For the postmark collector.
New Post Offices recently
opsned ares— .
BASEL 25 LUZERNERRING, 1 Apr 58
LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS 6 OUEST
17 Mer 58
The letter was formerly a

\private parcels office.
the families leave their homes in the valleys to go up |

to the Alpine pastures in summer, the problem has been ;be vieiting the 68%h Swiss Philatelic

Mobile Pogt Office No.2 will

Congress at SION from 14-~15 June
and & special postmark will be used.

There 8T€ catalogue, now enlarged to 63 pages,

iiated with this publication.
‘usual features have been brought up-~
' to-date, and a new innovation is a

‘R EVIEW

The AMATEUR COLIECTOR!'S STAMP
CATALOGUE OF SWITZERLAND

The 7th Edition of this

maintains the high standard assoc-
The

1isting of varieties on 'Standing

‘Helvetia' issues, covering the major
iretouches etc.,
‘collectors of these stamps.

a valuable aid to

The concise listing of the
verious sections, and the inclusion

.of a conversion table of S. G, and
(7. numbers makes this catalogue an

indispensable asset for the Swiss

‘specialist,
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THE SILK THREAD ISSUES OF SWITZERIAND 1854 - 62
By Laurence Moore , Part III.

Continuing the various methods for classifying these issues, we come tos—
5« ZErrors in threads

These are relatively few actual errors in colour, Stamps of all values are sometimes
described as having 'white! threads, but some aithorities assert that these threads sre
probably natural silk which has missed the dye. The shades are not constant, The carmine
thread may be dark or light — sometimes almost rose. The threads are not regular in thick-
ness and stamps with no threads at all, or with two threads, are fraequently found., These
occur because the intervals between the threads were not always evenly spaced, so that one
row might miss the thread ontirely, while the next row would receive two threads. Or a
thread might break and become detached altogethar.

6. Identification by pep er

I have deliberately left this method of classification until last, because I do not
think 14 helps a great deal + The Munich Hand Made Paper was obviously used for the Munich
printings, and for the first Berne printings with green thread, and also for most of the
printings with various coloured threads. The Zurich peper was used for the second prints
with threads of different colours, and naturally on subsequent printings with the uniform
green threads Therefare, only the later Berne prints can be truly identified by paper, and
these are so heavily printed and of such dark shades, that they present llttle difficulty
in any case,

. The Munich pesper, being made by hand, varied somewhat in thickness, although always
@ . thinner than the Berne psp er, which was of a constant thickhess, being apparently
machine made, There were, of course, somé printings on the very thin (Pelurs) paper in Berne,
although it gave bad results and meny sheets had to be rejected. Few, in fact, were releassd.

Indeed it can be said that paper is not a fully reliable guide, and since, nowadays,
it is considered preferable to keep the stamps on piece or on cover, provided the thread can
be seen from the front, there is little point in 1ifting the stamp and having to re-hinge it
into position, -

7. The 'secret siegns!

While not absolutely necessary for identification, except, of course, to distinguish
genuine stamps from the few forgeries which have been attempted, the 'secret marks' are,
nevertheless, interesting and perhaps not generel 1y known, since the only detailed.referemce
to them eppears in the Zumstein ‘'Handbuch' of 1924 - without any illustrations! It is known
that the designer incorporated a different secret mark in each of the first four velues, as
part of the security against forgery, rather like the Bavarian first 1 Kreuzer black, but not
so elaborate, These signs must not be confused with the tengraver's marks', which are some-
thing different and need not be dcalt with here.

5 Rappen, In almost every stamp from the first Munich printing to the last
¢. of Berne, a white dot can be seen (even with the neked eye) in the mide
dle of the upper edge of the cross-bar to the letter 'T' in 'CENTESIMI!,
This is never found on any other value. .o

10 Rappen, A close look at the first lozenge to the

right of the head of Helvetia reveals an interruption

in the upper right frame, so that the vertical line of shading leading
to it goes straight through to the horizontal line of the next half
lozenge to the right, showing a white right angle, This is usually
visible without a glass, except in specially smudgy prints.

15 Rappen. The spear point pierces one of the lozenges in the top row, To
the left of the spear shaft are FOUR vertical lines of shading, All other
values have three,

40 Rappen, In the middle of the right hand frame
line of the oval in the shield is a heavyish thicken-

p
C[:ijF] ) ing of the vertical, slightly curving green line, .

opposite the end of the right bar of the cross.
The frame line to the right of the oval in most other values is left
rather undefined. This mark is not obvious in early light impressions.

(To be concluded)
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FROM  THE COMMITTEE

London Group: Hon, Sec., Mrs,E.J.Rawnsley,
32, Ethd bert Gardens, Ilford, Essex.

Yorks/Lancs Group: Hon., Sec, J.A.Eastwood,
Whinney Field House, Skircoat Green Road,
Halifax,

Despite the bus sitrike sufficient
members turned up at the May meeting to
ensure a very successful meeting. The:
subject was ‘'Alrmails! and the Chal rman,
Dre FyH, Taylor gave an outstanding dis—
play of part of his collection, a virtually
complete array on cover of Propagande and
Spoeial Flights from the 1920's to date.

A number of the early examples bore special
vignettes and apart from their general int
erest and special cancellations, the covers
carried a wide variety of stamps, the whole
constituting a fine achievement. Mr. Max
Uehlinger also showed some unusual covers
and the meeting closed with a general
discussion,

The final meeting before the summer
recess will be on June 3rd, It will be an
'OPEN EVENING! and members ars invited to
bring along short displays or items of
interest.

The April meeting took the form of a

- joint display by Mr, U.G,F. Gosling and

Mr, G.G., Heaps, The issues covered were the
much negleated 'Cross & Figure! of 1882-1906
(which is so often overshadowed by the
higher value 'Standing Helvetia! of the same
series), and the 'Tell & Tell-Boy' of 1907-
1934. Prefaced by an excellent paper, the
display included a good range of Postal
Stationery with many unusuel items and the
stamps shown included many shades and var-
ieties, Newer members present appreciated
this unveiling of many apparent mysteries
connected with these issues and your reporter
expresses the hope that Messrs. Gosling &
Heaps might submit their joint paper for
ultimate publication in the !News Lettert,

Sere

PUBLICITY POSTMARIK. .

b i b s A bl & ad A b b b b bl b bl bl L b dl add e s b

Continuing the chock 1ist of

CHAMPFER GERRA (GAMBAROGNO) HEMBERG Pub}icity Pos?ma?ks started
CHAMPERY GIORNICO HERGISWIL (NIDW) % ‘the 4pril issue.
CHESIERES GLIS HILTERFINGEN

CHEXBRES GOLDAU HOHFLUH

CORSEAUX GOLDERN-WASSERWENDI ~ HOHENRAIN

CRANS sur-SIERRE  GOLDIWIL HOSPENTAL

DIE SSENHOFEN GOLDSWIL HUNIBACH (THUN)

DORNACH 1 GOSCHENEN HUTTWIL

IUSSNANG GRACHEN ILANZ

EINSIEDELN GRINDELWALD ISOLE DI BRISSAGO

ENG ELBERG GRYON KANDERSTEG

ERMATINGEN GSTAAD KEHRSITEN

FAIDO GUNTEN KERNS

FIESCH GROSSHOCHSTETTEN KIENTAL .
FLUELI (OBW) HALLAU KILCHBERG

FRUTIGEN HEIDEN KIPPEL

FURIGEN HEILIGENSCHWENDI KLOSTERS KLOSTERS DRF

To

sSWISS COLLECTORS

you want costs even more,

INVEST IN SWISS STAMPS!
Approval selections of all issues
available on request

from

Tolophone: HILlside 6857

ETE IR PE TR IR ST IR IR S PR IE SR IR R L L P R R A

Stamp price increascs are on the wvay - 1924 Shield series Zum,163,~166z at 20/—

make sure of ordering before everything

‘ THE AMATEUR COLIECTOR LID.
27, Westbury Road, Woodside Park, N.12,

0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0+0

SWITZERLAKRD MINT

[ NN J

1919 Peace set at 1/-

1924 U.P.U. pair at 1/3d.

1932 Geneve Cmference at 12/6d.

1932 St. Gotthard set at 1/3d.

1934 Landscapes at 9/-

1938 S.D.N, set at 9/-

1941 Historical set at 25/-

1942 Selvage set of three at 5/-

1945 Peace set at 110/~

1957 Cent, of Telecommunications at 2/3d.

Approval sclections available to members
of the Hel vetia Society.
Wents 1ists welcome,

J» S¢ ARMSTRONG
14, Low Lane, Morecambe, Lancs,
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SPECIAL POSTIMIARKS o SUUITZERLAND

Now that the collecting of postmarks is becoming more popular, a word about
some of the earlier special postmarks may be of interest. As some of these special marks
are, at first glance, similar to the normal cancellations in use, they may be easily
p~Ssed over and the opportunity of acquiring an interesting mark is lost.

The earliest special cancellation recorded, as far as I can ascertain, is
that used at the Federal Shooting Festival at GEWEVE in July, 1851, consisting of a
double~lined oval containing the inscription "GENEVE - TIR FEDERAL - 1851" in three 1lines,
Some doubt has been expressed regarding the authenticity of this mark and forgeries are
seid to exist. An illustration of it appeers in Emmenegger's on a piece alongside a
Waadt 5c, )

In 1883, a specieal cancellation for the franking of postage stamps was used at
the National Exhibition at ZURICH, This consisted of an oval with the words
"LANDESAUSTELLUNG ZURICH" round the ovel and the date in a straight line across the
middle (Fig. 1),

At the 6th Swiss Agricultural Exhibition at BERN
in 1895 a special post office was installed. Mall posted
at this of fice had a cachet applied alongside the stamp
reading "BERN - AUSTELLUNGSPLATZ". This was not used as a
cancellation. |

Two different cancellations were used by the two post
offices installed at the Swiss National Exhibition at GENEVE
in 1896, They are very similar to the normal postmarks in
use at the time, but can be rccognised by the wording at the

Fige 1 ‘ foot, which in one case reads "VILLAGE SUISSE" and the other
* WEXPOS.NATION" (Fig.2).

On the occasion of the National Singing Festival at BERN in 1899, a special cancell-
ation was used which read "ELDGN,SANGERFEST'" and the date below. In addition, another
mark - "FESTPLATZ" in violet -~ was applied next to the stamps.

A specilal cancellation was used for the 25th Jubilee of the U.P.U,. This was a
highly decorative mark and oan be easily recognised by the wording.

The International Postage Stamp Exhibition in BERN in 1910 also used a special
cancellation (Fig.3)

In addition to the above, there were a number
of cachets used, not for franking purposes, but
applied alongside the stamps, denoting the special
event at which the mail was pogsted. Although not
strictly postmarks, they do, by virtue of having
been applied by the post office, come within the
scope of special postmark collecting, and are on
a par with the present day cachets applied by the
three Mobile Post Offices which regularly visit
Pairs, Fetes, Festivals etc,

Flg.?2 Fig.3

There were numerous other special marks used befare 1900 for various Gymnastic and
Shooting Festivals, and which are well worth watching for. Some of these marks were
used on more than the one occasion, the only difference being in the dates, For instance,
The International Shooting Festival used the same decorative mark in 1896, 1899, 1901,
1907 and 1911. '

To enable us to keep our check lists as accurate as possible, I should be grateful
if any member who has any of these marks, could let me have particulars, together with a
tracing, 1if possible, ~
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JOTTIDNGS - Impressions
of a day at Folkestone

CONGRESS

Up with the lark — or so it seems — and off to
Charing Cross. After 12 hours arrive at Folkestone -
nice to see buses still functi oning - and meke way to
Grand Hotel, Congress Headquarters, beautifully sit-
uated on the Leas C1iff, Report at office and obtain
delegate's badge and have pleasure of meeting the Hon,
Org.Sec.Miss B,Gilbert de la Mare (a former Helvet—
ian),Miss D.Lammin and Mrs.E.H,Cox (members), all
coping nobly with the 101 tasks connected with such a
function, Meet more o0ld friends and have & look at
exhibition,with particular emphasis on our Society's
displays. Congratulatlons to Mr.J.A.Lowe (London)
and Mr.R,A.Hoyle (Halifax) for their excellent con-
tributions on the U,P.U. and Grimsel Dam varieties
respectively. Many other fine displays, but out-
standing is the 12 frame display on the 'Ship-Letter
Story of Kent', by that expert on the subject, lr.
AJW.Robertson, an original and truly appropriate
tribute, not only to Congress but also to the hosts,
the Cinque Ports Philatelic Society.

After lunch join party to visit Messrs.Pfiger
(manufacturers of anti-biotic drugs) at Richborough.
Weather glorious, a frisky wind but brilliant sun-
shine, sparkling blue seas and the white cliffs of
France clearly visible, Interesting tour, at end of
which strong efforts are made to convert our guide
from science to philately! Return journey by way of
Deal end Dover, with their holiday atmosphere and
sturdy castles, reminders of turbulent days. Adccord-~
ing to Delegates' list other fellow Helvetians are
present,but alas no opportunity to make their ac-
quaintance - tempus fugit - must leave the friendly
atmosphere and lovely surroundings for return jour—
ney, a slow train stopping at so many small places
and forso long, one wonders if we are delivering the
milk at the same time. 4t end train suddenly picks
up speed and pants into Victoriea as if to imply it
had kept up that pace all the way - which it hadn't-
2% hrs this time. Home at last,after a long,full but
tr;ly memorable day. Lucky delegates at Folkestonel

E.J:R.

‘mis Year's SUMMER DISCOUNT
on SW‘SS Stamps is ‘ 2 '6%

IT APPLIES TO ALL PRICES IN OUR 1958
CATALOGUE % AND ALSO TO THE APPROVAL
SERVICE, IF YOUR ORDER REACHES US BETWEEN

JUNE IE7H — ena QUGUST O

(voth dates inclusive)

111 1234 equals a saving of 2/6d, in the & 1!
Be doubly wise and forestall the usual autum
price increases by filling gaps not only at present
prices but substantially below them!
Please order early ... the vastly increased
volume of overseas orders near the end of the
Discount Period causes delays.

* The Swiss Collectorts "Must"

only 6/9d, + 5d. Post. Has tof
last 2 years! ORDER LOWi!!

THE AMATEUR COLIE CTOR LTD,
“(BuPshs, PuTeS.)

%0@4 & %WJ

The Editor hopes to be away on his
well earned summer holiday from 18th
July to 9th August, No letters during
that period, please.

The 1957 Pro Juventute issue will
cease being valid for postage on
30th June 1958.

From 30 Jun to 8 Jul the 11th
Congress of "UNIPEDE" (Union inter—
nationale des producteurs et distrib-
uteurs d'energie electrique) will be
held at Lausanne, Mail will be
cancelled by the normal Lausanne 15
postmark, but will, in addition, have
a cachet applied denoting the occasion,

Has any member got a copy of the

following publication?

"ABGEKURZTE VORPHILATELISTISCHE .
STEMPELN" by Hermann Deninger ¢
Frankfurt.

If so, wuld he be willing to lend
it to me for a very short periods Or
if anyone knows where I can purchase
a copy for the library, that would be
better still,

Another Swiss collector!!it

I understand that our fellow member
eand advertiser, Mr.J.S.Armstrong, has
recently been presented with a son.
Many congratulations.

NWext month we commence an article by
Mr E.N,Hamilton on "SWISS HOTEL POSTSY,
This article contains & lot of new
information about these stamps, includ-
ing items not mentioned in the ca -
oOgUE,

27, Westbury Road, Woodside Park, London, N.12.
*Phone: HIL, 6857 i

AUTOMOBILE POST OFFICES

These are fully equipped post of fices .
which are capable of carrying out all
the normal functions of a static P, O,

They are used at Festivals, Fetes,
Exhibitions, Air Meetings etc.

The first one was brought into use
on 12th March, 1937 at the Internation-
al Automobile Saloon at Geneve, and
was known as Auto. No, 1. This auto.
had 116 assiguments prior to the entry
into use of Auto No, 2 on 11th February
1938, Auto. No., 3 was brought into
operation on 30th March, 1940,

In the first 10 years of their use
these Autos attended 418 functions,
at each of which a distinctive cachet
was used.

Although a special stamp has been
issued for use at these Autos, its
use is not compulsory.
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THE SILK THREAD ISSUES OF SWITZERLAND 1854 - 62

By Laurence loore ‘ (Conciusion)

The last suggested method of identification iss =
8¢ Colour as a guide

The coloured plates in the booklet by Fr#ulein Kuisel are remarkably true to shads,
and can be of great help as a standard of comparison., It must be remembered, however, that
the shades presumably are as bright as when the stemps were printed. Most of tho available
specimens have been through the post, bear smudgy cancellations, and in any case are now
about 100 years old and show signs of the ravages of time =~ use, mis-use and abuse! The
effects of bad storage are often apparent, oxidation and marks from damp all affecting the
colour tones. Particularly difficult and rather fugitive in colour are the 15 Rappen pink
and the 20 Rappen yellow/orange. Identification of the latter is at least simplified by the
fact that there were no lunich printings of this value. As stated previously the darker
shades of the later Berne printings are faily easy to spot, especially the 5 Rappen grey/
brown and the 40 Rappen green., The 10 Rappen blue is very difficult to identify by shade
and is also very difficult to place by impression, but with practice it can be done.

Where shade is most important, in fact the only guide, is in spearating the two
Munich printings. The 5 Rappen orange/red/brown could be confused with the 15 Rappen rose-
pink in bad light, and it should be r emembered that the second printing was near to the shade
of the Bavarian 6 Kreuzers; also that the first 40 Rappen was too yellow and ought to be like
tha Bavarian 9 Kreuzers If possible try to find copies of the Bavarian stamps and compare
1. smg this should help at least to identify the second printing of these;two_values, But
the fir st impressions must be compared with known genuine copies. Once seen, their distinc-
tive shades are quite unmistakable.

Here the writer confesses to a little heresy. 4s Swiss speecialists we accept the
invaluable catalogue of Zumstein as our authority, so it is with the greatest tomerity that
I say I am not fully satisfied that there is any difference between the various Munich print-
ings of the 10 Rappen blue and of the 15 Rappen rose. Zumstein, and some other authorities,
quote the only difference asbeing that while the first impressions were of & matt colour,
the next printings were of ‘'stronger! (brighter?) colours. Yet the Fedeoral archives and all
available rccords fail to mentlon any complaint by the Swiss postal authorities about the
shades of these two values. There were several deliveries by Weiss, but there is no record
that there was any variation either in colour or psper., It would seem that I support
Fréulein Kuisel in this, for she shows only one Munich 15 Reppen, in a strongish carmine
shade and only one 10 Rappen in ultremarine,. I have in the past bought from specialist
dealers stamps marked Z.24Aa and 23Aa, but have to admit now, after years of study, that I am
unable to satisfy myself thet the small 'a' is justified.

If I am right, surely this unnecessary classification should be abandoned. If I am
w g, perhaps some member will be gcod enough to give me the clue to recognition. I do not
pose ag an expert in these issues, but have studied them suf ficiently to want good cvidence
to prove the sxistence of the mysterious 'Aa's'.

In closing I should 1like to make some mention of the literature on this subject, This
is fairly extensive but special note should be made of the booklet "Les Rappen-llothode
Pratique de Classement'! by H, Broillet (Imprimerie St-Paul, Fribourg, 1943). This booklet is
precisely what its title suggests - o practical method of classification. It is certainly
most helpful, and is a typical product of the precise and methodical Swiss mind, although to
me - on unmethodical Britisher - the system secms rather unnecessarily complicated. The
idea is that you feed in the unsorted stemps and they come out at the other end (rather like
& sausage machine) classified into the six main printings., Broillet even feeds into his
'machine! the easy stamps like the 1 Franc and the 2 Rappen., His first classification is by
obliteration and I have & ready shown how misleading this can be., He checks on impression,
on pmp er, and he uses Fr#ulein Kuisel's colour chart as a further check. But, at the end of
he booklet he admits the difficulty of identifying the 10 Rappen, and then only by ilmpress-—
isn, and states that proficiency in separating the Munich from the Berne early prints can
only be acquired by patient practicel

However, the booklet 1s an indispensible guide to the serious student, Broillet
assumes some knowledge on the part of the reader as a pre-requisite. He gives a very brief
survey of the hisltory of the issues and the known facis in two shart‘pages, and most readers
may find that they have to consult other works of refercnce., Nevertheless, to those who
have been groping with the 'Strubeli'! for meny yoars, this booklet is a great boon,: Not
necessarily for the whole system of classification, but for the exceptionally brief, clear
and unmistakable way in which he lists the savlient features and differences.

teeesy THE IN i

Notes Coples of the Broillet booklet arc available in both the London & Bradford libraries.
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The continuing bus strike kept some
members away from the closing meeting of the
present session, held on June 3rd. Neverthe-
less it was gratifying to see more present
than on the previous occasion,

An exceptionally well-atiended Amnual General
Meeting on May 10th resulted in the slection
of the following Officers for 1958/59:-

Chairman: R.C. TYREMAN; Vice~Chal rman:

J«N. HIGHSTED; Secretary, Treasurer & Group
Packet Supt. J.A., EASTWOOD; Librarian:

H.W. ROBERTSHAW; Hon, Translators U,J.F.
GOSLING; Treanslation Adviser: H.M. HAMILTON;
Hon, Copyists J. WALKER; Publicity Sec'ys
L. MOORE; (Local Press): F. MYERS,

It was agreed to expend the small surplus
fund on books for the Group Library.

It was an 'Open Night' when members were
invited to bring along items for display.
The Chal rmen, Dr.F.H., Taylor, showed the
remaining portion of his 'Air Mail Covers!
and thus rounded off a most excellent dis~
plays Mr.P.W.Stratton demonstrated some sug-
gested methods for mounting postmarks,slogan
and mobile post office cancellations, & Mrs.
E.J.Rawnsley gave a small display on the
'Sitting Helvetis - 1862-82!', The remainder
of the time was used for discussion and pro-
posals for the next season's programme,

Members of the Group took great pleasure
in presenting a table lamp to Mr. & Mrs,
Highsted on the occasion of their Silver
Wedding.

Meetings are now adjourned for the summer
recess and will resume on Tuesday,0CTOBER 7TH
The Annual General Meeting will be held on
November 4th and the Fourth Annual Cup

SYLLABUS 1958 /59 .

A1l meetings at the residence of Mr, Higusted
on Saturdays at 2,15 peine

Competition on December 2nd. The full pro- i0cte 11 - Chairman's Disﬁlay
gramme will be published shortly. Nove 8 = Group Annual Competition
iDec. 6 ~ 'New' Members! Displays (those
Congratulations to Mr.L.lbore, stalvart | who have not previously shown)
of owr active northern Group. We hear that , .
his entry on 'STRUBELI' won the 'MARY BRITE! Jone 10 - Swiss Postal History - L. Moore
. ie Feb, 7 = Air Mail & Other Covers - J.Walker
Cup (2nd Place) in the. Club Competition : . ‘

. ' . Mar, -7 -~ Swiss Quiz -~ A. Gullis
organised by the Yorkshire P.S. Although Apr. 11 - U.P.Us 1900 — E.M, Hamilton
entered in the name of the Leeds P,S., the Mi ran Agn&ai Goneral Mée;ing
Yorks/Lancs Group of the Helvetia P.S. has e

now become affiliated to the Yorkshire P.S,.,
so full credit can be claimed by the
'Helvetia',

'Extra Mural' items will include Group dis-
pleys to the Bradford Philatelic Society and
to the Palestine/lsrael Study Group on dates
to be arranged.

PUBLICITY POSTMARKS (Continued)

KRATTIGEN MEILEN i o B R XD

LAN GENBRUCK MENZINGEN |

L4 NEUVEVILLE MERLLGEN PROVISIONAL POSTAGE DUES
éigggﬁgURG %ggg?éo (Large 'T' in circle on complete covers)
LAUTERBRUNNEN MONTANA-VERMALA 10 ots @ 1/-,” 15 cts @ 1/6d, 20 cts @ 1/64,
LENK I/S MIMPF 25 cts @ 2/~, 30 cts @ 1/3d, 35 cts @ 2/64,
LENZERHEIDE LAI MURALTO 40 cts @ 94, 50 cts @ 1/64,

LES AVANTS MURREN, Sonnenterasse Europa 25 cts value @ 1/3d.
EgssﬁiggEs ﬁgiiE?AAigzgig & Schnee availaﬁﬁzfival selections of the following are
LEUKERBAD MORGINS 3

LEY SIN 1 NESSLAU PRO JUVENTUTE, NATIONAL FETE,
LEYSIN 2 NEUHAUSEN TETE-BECHE. SE-TENANT,
LIGORNETTO NEU ST.JOHANN MODERN ISSUES. VARIETIES.

LOC ARNO 5 NEUVEVILLE SOLDIER STAMPS. FIRST DAY COVERS.
LUGANO 2 (PARADISO)  NYON FIRST FLIGHT COVERS.  PRE-STAMP COVERS.
LUNGERN OBERAGFRI SILK THREADS. HOTEL STAMPS.
LUTZELFLUE-GOLDBACH ~ OBERDIESBACH ETC. ETC. ETC. ETC.
LYss OBERIBERG Wants lists welcome,

LENK IM SIMMENTAL ORON-LA-VILLE

LAUPEN ORSELINA A DAL ea-r NN
MARIASTEIN PARPAN J.8. Arvmstrong, ‘14 Low Lane, Morecambe, Lancs.
MARTIGNY-VILLE PFAFFIKON ( ZURICH ) AL S Y I R/ B N D/ IS N |
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It is regretted that, due to
circumstances beyond the Editor's
control, it was not possible to.
produce the News Letter last
month, and this number is, thore-
for™ & combined July/August issue.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO LONDON
MEMBERS»

The landlord of the "Swan', our
usual meeting place,having accepted
an alternative booking for all
Tuesdey s, (without reference to us),
has necessitated looking round for
alternative accommodation, or fac-
ing the prospect of being unable
t0 hold meetings in the autumn,
After considerable effort the most
suitable to be found was Room 31,
Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W.C., but
again it was not possible to secure
the room for Tuesdays, and we have
had to decide, therefore, that
col meing with our opening date in
October, the Society'!'s meetings
will be on the first WEDNESDAY of
each month from October to June
1959 (except January, when we have
no mecting)., We much regret the
necessity for having to make this
change in the day, and sincerely
trust that it will not prove too
inconvenient to our membersisecesss
in fact we even hope to seec some
members who have not previously
been able to come along on the
Tuesday.

As before, the meetings will be
opon from 6,30 p.m.

¥y request in the June issus
for the loan of g
"ABGEKURZTE VORPHILATELISTISCHE
STEMPEL" by Deninger of Frankfurt
did not meet with any response,
but fortunately I have been able
to purchase a copy from Billig &
Rich, of New York, A4 very useful
book it is, too,.

FIRST SWISS ATOMIC Sramp

In view of the importance of the 2nd International
Conference for the use of atomic energy for peacetime
purposes, which is to be held in Geneve, commencing lst
September, 1958, U.N,0, authorities in Geneve have re-
quested the Swiss Postal Services 1o issue a special
stamp to commemmorate the event,

The stamp decided upon will be a 40 centime value
(being the normal rate of postage for a letter from
Switzerland to anywhers outside the Confederation),
with o design symbolical of nuclear fission, The col-
ours are blue, red and light yellow, Size 36 x 26 mm,

Designer is Hans Schwarzenbach of Berne, and the
stamp is printed by Courvoisier of La Chaux-de-Fonds
in rotogravure on white granite paper (with admixture
of blue and red flbres). )

Printing is in sheets of 25 with 4 sheets to the
cylinder (numbered 4 to D).

Borders will carry an indication of the reason for
issue, value and duration of validity.

It will be on sale at all Post Offices in lieu of
the normal 40 ¢, value from 25th August until 31st
Decomber, 1958, unless stocks run out earller, and will
be valid for the same period.

A special postmark will be used at Geneve only on
the fir st day of issue,

INFORMATION WANTED PLEASE

The following appears in an article in the current
philatelic press on the "Great Britain Centenary Posgt-
marks" -

"SWITZERLAND, No special postmark was used in this
country, but a commemmorative handstruck cachet, in red,
was applied to all mail posted on the Autobus plying at
Lucerne on Mey 6th, 1940."

We have no record of this in our reference collection.
Can any member furnish any further information and let
us have & tracing of the cachet referred to, please?????

SWISS PHILATELIC LITERATURE!

Edi tor.

Messrs, BILLIG & RICH of New York have recently
published a price ligt of Philatelic Literature which
contains a large amount of Swiss items, including the
recognised rarities. This is a good oppartunity to
make up the deficiencies in onels library es these offers
do not appear very often, The cost of the list is half
a dollar, refundable from the first purchase. Anyone who
wishes may borrow my copy with pleasure,
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AL ABoUT SWITZERLAND

The relatively high expenditure on educatlon 1n
Switzerlend shows most clearly how well the Swiss have
succeeded, as a free Confederation of states, not only
in compensating for the natural poverty of their coun- .
try, but also in creating & standard of well-being for
higher than mere subsistence level and characterises
the Swiss standard of living as one of the highest in
the worlds The greatest causec for satisfaction is
that the whole nation can share in this prosperity and
¢lags differences between rich and poor, which exist
in other countries, have been largely levelled in
Switzerland., There 1s, of course, a difference be-
tween the meagre livelihood of the mountain peasants
and the life of the well-to-do farmers of the plains
or those in other walks of life. To abolish social
causes of want is a primary aim of the Confederation
and the communes., Social legislation is very old, and
steady social progress is as deeply rooted in the trad-
itions of the Swiss state as in its legal principles,
During the Second World Wer great progress was made,
particularly in protecting the soldier and his family
from distress, Afiter the war attention was given to
the ideal of a Fodersl old age insurance and prov-
ision for widows and children, such as was partly
provided for in the cantons, The scheme was accepted
by both the Federal legislative bodies in 1946 and
voted for by the people in 1947.

The war tax levied to meet the costs of mobilisation
during the Second World Wer furnished new figures as to
the wealth of the Swiss peoplee. A4ll property to a
value of over 5000 fr, was taxed and more than 414,000
persons declared property above this limit, the declar-
ation not covering household goods., The net property
declared was 21,6 milliard francs. There are in Swit-
zerland 1e14 million households, with an average of

3s7 persons in each, so that those paying the war tax,
together with their dependents, represented a good
third of the Swiss people,

The aggregate wealth of the people, according to the
last census, amounted ito 77 milliard francs. This,
however, is a minimum figure and does not include all
property values, Only a small part of this wealth con-
sists of natural resources, i.e. land and forests, the
value of which was estimated at about 11.5 milliard
francs, BEverything else is the work of human hands,the
major part being goods and properiy insured against
fire (56 milliard francs), with 6 milliards for the
premises of transport systems and power stations not
insured against fire. '

The average annual income of Switzerland amounted to
10 milliard francs, a good half of which was earned
income, In spite of increased taxation and rising
prices Switzerland has the fourith largest national in-
come per head of population, coming afiter the U,.S.,
Caenada and Great Britain. It is estimated that the
Swiss working class family has on an average a quarter
of its income for the satisfying of needs other than
bare subsistence, which is romarkable if it is conside~
ered that rents are higher than in many countries sim-
ilarly situated. The Swiss worker lives in houses
corresponding to the high standard of living in the
country. By intense productive labour,compensation has
been gained for the natural poorness of the country,
changed it into a rich one and made the wealth produced
gocessible to an ever-increasing number of people, The

political factor has had a decisive influence insofer
as Switzerland has heen able to avoid wasting her

strength in political adventures and has protected her-—;

ol

self from ruinous military e?bg°%%m§§g%lnued)
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ODD  JOTTINGS

e N s R

At the shooting festival held
at Biel/Bienne from 2nd to 21st
July, 1958, a special cancellation
was used reading
"Biel/Bienne, Eidge.Sch#tzenfest"

During the period of the
"SAFFA" exhibition at Zurich from
17th July to 15th September, a
special cancellation will be used
for the franking of all mail posted
at the temporary post office which
has been installed. This is a
cirecular mark and is additional to
the slogan postmark which has been
in use for some time.

Many thanks to those members who
have written in response to my~ e
quest for additional information
regarding the Swiss Internment Camp
cancellations, All the information
is being collated and will be put
in the News Letter when I have got
it 211 sorted out, It is pleasing
to be able to say that members as
far afield as Canada and New Zoa-
land wrote in. Allletters will be
replied to as soon as I can get
over the spate of work which was
awalting me when I returned from
holiday.

" Have Jjust received my copy of
Gibbons! 1959 "Europe & Colonies®
catalogue. It is hoped to be able
to review this catalogue in thg -
next News Letter.

THE
AMATEUR
COLLECTOR?'®'S

2 SERVICES

are at your disposal:

1. FILLING OF WANTS LISTS: With
our splendid stock almost any

item can be supplied, and in
SUPERB CONDITION,
2. APPROVAL SERVICE: The ideal

way to acquire outwof-the-way
items,or to browse at leisure
and select the kind of copies
you like.

WRITE NOW - stating
your requirements to

27, Westbury Road,

Londone. Nolz .

Tel., HILlside 6857.
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By B, M, Hamllton

During the latter half of the 19th century a number of alpine hotels issued stamps of
various designs. The reasons for their issue were for the counvenience of visitors to
these hotels, and also to reimburse the hotel proprietors for the expense of sending a
special messenger to the nearest post office, which might be from 4 - 12 miles distant and
some thousands of feet below the hotels The journey down was, no doubt, easy enough, dbut
the long climb up the mountain paths, with perhaps a heavy pack, took several hours of time
for which the messenger was paid by the proprietor., It was reasonable, therefore, that a
charge should be made for the services further this method simplified accountancy and the
need to enter such small items on hotel bills. The charge on each out going and incoming
letter varied from 5-15 Rappen (Centimes)., Rigi-Kaltbad, Rigi-Scheideck, Rigi-Staffel,
Bngelberg, Murren and Stoos used stamps without any figures of value. Very few hotels
cancelled their stamps, and naturally, all outgoing mail had further to be franked with
current Swiss stamps, : ‘

On 26th September, 1883, the Government issued & decree prohibiting the use of private
stamps with figures of value or the words FRANCO, PORTO, TAXE etc. After the above date
no charge was made for hotel stamps, but their use continued for a number of years, pro-
viding & good and cheap form of advertisement. These later stamps are marked in Roman
fimares in Zumstein's catalogue., Swiss hotel posts are in great demand in Switzerland and

Us. . A, and a well-known Swiss dealer advertises offering catalogue prices for second grade
S‘t&mps. R !

I take it that menbers have the Zumstein catalogue and so I shall give only & brief sur—
vey, With corrections and items not mentioned in the catalogue.

BELALP (Altitude 7,010 ft.) - near the Aletsch Glacier, Canton Valais. Prop-

rietor I, Kllngels. Nearest post-office BRIGUE, 12% miles away(where
the Simplon Tumnel is t o-day. Stamps issued in 1873. These are the only
hotel stamps whose printer is known, i.e., M. G, Cuenod of Vevey, who took up
on himself to issue No, 1 in green and red on thin and thick papers The
proprietor asserted that he used only violet stamps and Cuenod was made to
destroy the reprints, but he must have sold a large number, as even to-day
they are cheap. Zumstein's Nos, 2 - 4 are not lithographed, as stated in-
the catalogue, but engraved (recess). Tuere is a forgery of No, 2 violet,
both imperf., and perf. The 2 stars are larger, the 'F! of ’FRANCO' is too near the 'R', and
the border backeround lines form squares instead of lozenges. -

Fig, 1.

ENGELBERG (Altitude 3,280 f£t.) - Hotel Sonnenberg, Canton Obwalden - &
rare item, Zumstein marks same in Roman figures which is
incorrect, No date of issue is given, However, in 1954 an entire was
found with a 25 ¢,  'Sitting Helvetia! (perf,) and & No.II Engelberg with
postmark 7.IX.1880, _that is before 1883. -

Fige 2,
MADFRANFR TAL (Altitude of hotel 4,377 £t.) — the valley that runs east
from Amsteg (Cte Urls to the Oberalp, Nearest posi-office
AMS‘I‘EG, some miles from the hotel. Issued in 1870, T1, 72 & 73 in use
until 1883 when the Postal Diligence was oxtended to the valley. Nos.
I.III, without figures of value, but 'Extra Dlenst' instead, were issued
and used between 1884-85. If one compares Nos. 1 - 4 with ﬁlose of Belalp
it can be assumed that Cuenod wes the printer, Nos 2 - 3 have different
landscepes to Nose 4 = II, In 1874 ~ No. 4 - a new stone was mede; the letter are more
slender, the 'If! and ‘L‘ are further away from the 'FRANCO' shield, Nos. 5-=III are per-
forated, Sheet. margins.are imperf, ) -

MURREN (Altitude 5,400 ft, ) - Canton Berne (Grand Hotel des Alpes),

Propri etor W. Guriner-Kernen, Engraved by G. Keller-Kehr,
Berne. Stamps were recess printed and not lithographed, as stated
by zumstein. First seen in the post 9. Sept. 1899.  The funicular
between Lauterbrunnen and Murren was opened in 1894, before then
letters had to be taken on foot or by mule to Lauterbrunnen, a
matter of more than 5 miles and very steep too, Zumstein's colour
chart is incomplete as there are some in brown and myrtle.green,
(Zume;‘tein lists them at the ridiculous price of Fr,12. - I myself of fer &3 for any good
copy ).

Fige 3

To be continued.
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UNCATALOGUED TETE-BECHE PAIRS

By L.lloare, M,B,E,

Meny of our members pride
themselves on their "complete"
collections of all the known
tete~beche pairs; BUT it is
highly improbable that these
extremely rare items will be:
present If, however, they are,
we shall be  bappy to learn
more of them, :
estgggtifsigne i;s:e of "Berner ?riefm&?ken Zeitung", "MHe" (ertsch ?) gives a most inter—
LT ze orﬁZd?‘ 2; uﬁusual pairs @eplcted her?. In 1899 the famous expert df Reuier-
oair of tie e czn : e Schwei?er Brlefmargen Zeitung® that hs had examined a tete~beche
B aseorted thet :herois and Figure, of which at that time there were three kgown examples,

forati : plece was a fake made of two ssparste stamps cleverly rejoined at the
per ?ra ons, He warned the unknown owners of the other examples to bave them examined.
iafzwhzogths later a writer in aAGerman publication, supporting de Reuterskidld's verdict,

: ad seen only two such tete-b8che pairs, - one Ih Berlin and one in St. Petersburg,

He bgl%eved that the Berlin p air was the work of the well known forger FOURE, On re-~ _
examining them, he found that with a good glass it was possible io ses the joining of//}}
perforations, Furtber, the Control Marks of the two stamps were out of alignment, .

In the Zumstein Handbuch of 1909, 1914 and 1924 there is a brief notice to the effect
that the 15 Cts. yellow (then No.943 t8te-~b8che listed in some catalogues is a forgery.
The Kohl Handbuch of 1907 announced that the pair existed t8te-~b8che but warned against
forgeries.

It will be noticed that all this time the only value mentioned was the 15 Ctse, There
Was never any mention of the 5 Cts, brown-~lilac., However, in the catalogue of the Ferrari
auction, listed among othor Swiss gems, were t8te-b8che pairs of both the 15 Cts. and the
5 Cts, These apparently later found their way into the Swiss Postal Museum at Bern. In
the work "Die Markenheftchen, Kehrdruck - and Zwischenstegmarken der Schweiz 1904-~1954"
by Ernst Mueller, both values t8te-b8che were listed under "Zuf#lligkeiten" (Accidents ~
Errors). This was the first mention of the possibility that the pieces might be genuine.

"MHe' then goes on to say that he bas now examined the three pairs in the Postmuseum;-
one used and one unused Téte-b§che peir of No,604 and an unused pair (without gum) of
No.63A, After cereful consideration he comes to the conclusion that ALL THREE PIECES ARE
GENUINE,

A most thorough check failed to reveal one single point to indicate either that the
pleces were faked or were complete forgeries, Both the 5 Cits, were printed from the sr—e
plate and the control marks registered perfectly. The fibres of the psper carried thr..gh
the perforations, and even the fine silk threads of the security "Granite" peper Were
intact and could be traced continuously from one stamp. to the other.

The present status of these pairs remains a puzzle. Now that the possibility of forgery
is removed, they can only be either Essays or Errors of Printing, It is just possible
(and there is a recorded case in France) that one stamp was deliberately printed inverted,
for the purpose of identification, although for postal purposes this would be meaningless,
If the inversion was an error, presumably it was recognised end righted before £ urther
printing., It would appear, however, that the sheets already prepared were not destroyed,
but were dslivered to the post offices,

The used piece is cancelled by the c.d.s. "Zurioh BRF, DIS, 23,1.88 XII".

The shade is deep brown lilac as per Zumstein No.60Ac, which was in use in 1888,

The great rarity of unsevered pairs may be because the 5 Cts. value was mainly used
for postcards, and most stamps would be sold as singles by the Post Office,

"MHe" says that to his knowledge there still exist some thres or four pieces of the 5 Cis.
t8tem~b8che, but he has no knowledge of further examples of the 15 Cts, He agrees that they
mist now be catalogued, but asks s~should they be listed as "Fehldrucke'" under the approp-
riate stamp number, or do they more properly belong to the category of  "Kehrdrucke!
(tete~beche)? If the latter, they would precede existing listed items, which begin with
the first official issue of the booklet panes of Tellboy in 1909. He rather leans to the
idea of listing them as errars, but expresses the bope that collectors might further help
him to idontify the true source of these interesting pairs.

(We should be very proud if any member either possesses such a pair, or can throw any
Purther light on this very intoresting problem. Ed.H.N.L.)
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1900 U.RPU. ISSUE

. By Wm. R, MORRISON Part I,

The issue of 1900 commemorating the 25th, Anniversary of the U,P.U, is undoubtedly the
richest in varieties of all modern Swiss stamps. There have been several articles written
on this issue but no complete study had ever been achieved because of the time and the
material required, Recently the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung began 2 series of articles
based on the researches of & group of Swiss specialists who enjoyed the full co-operation
of the Postal Administration and philetelic trade in the search for information and material.
4s a result 2 more or less complete study has been made and it is now possible to '"plate"
individual stamps in the same menner as tho "Rayons", and the following articles will be
based on this study.

,The design was by Bugene Grassct, Paris and engreving by Frédéric Florian (real name
Frcderic Rognon), Paris, The stamps were printed by Mex Girardet, Bern. The issue appearced
on 2nd July, 1900 and was vealid until 31st December, 1900,

The printing plates were renewed twice so that three distinct issues can be differentinted;

Issue 'A' This issue has line perforation (with irregular holes at the corners)

and the spacing between the clichfes is 2.2 mm horizontally and 2,4 mm
vertically.

Issue 'B! This issue has harrow or box perforation and the clichde spacings are 2,7 mm

and 2,6 mm respe ctively. '

. . N / .
,~L§§QQ_LQL The so-called redrawn issue, has the same perfar ation and clichée spacing
- as issue ‘B!, ) '

The stamps were printed in sheets of 200 as indicated in the diagram below, comprising
4 sheets of 50 which were divided vertically into sheets of 25 for sale over the Post Office
counter, The original sheet is divided into sheets I to IV and numbered 1 to 200 as indic-
ated, and this numbering system is used in describing the position of all stamps in the
sheets, (The Zumstein catalogue also uses this system, pointing out that the major listed
verieties which occur once per sheet I to IV are given as "No.4", it being understood that
they also occur on stamps Nos, 54, 104 end 154 and those varieties which ocour only on one
sheet are given as "Only No.4").

For those collectors fortunate enough to possess sheets of 25 (or suitable marginal
blocks) it is a simple matter to establish the position in the original sheet of 200 by means
of the Register Marks in the margins, These marks are found in certain positions end are
referred to by the number of the rearest clichee, Issue 'A! has rectangular register marks
(5 ond 25 cts.) or square marks (10 cts.) with o colourless. circle ca, 1 mm diameter in the
centre, The sheets were centred on this spot before perforation, On thg 25 cis. value
there is also a thin vertical line through the rectangle up to the clichee, and the remains
of this line can be seen on the white mergin of the appropriate stamps. Issue 'B' has
Register Crosses in the same positions. The crosses have arms of dissimiler length, and
s¢ /imes thore is & fine guide cross present for the Register Cross. Issue 'C! has
similar guide crosses with very variable arm lengths and often other fine guiding lines are
visible, S : ,

These Register marks, of the type used in issue 'A', arc also shown in the diagram and
their numbering will be obvious, Since tho distance between the centre of the register
‘ ‘ mark and tho ncaroot pard of
tho clichdo verios with tho
position on the sheet, by
: measuring this distance and
ﬁd noting the positions of the
marks it is quite easy to esta-
blish the position of the sheet
of 25 in the plate, Table I
overleaf gives the dimensions

ENN

L]

|
a

' of the issue 'A!' marks and all
L._.‘{f 43; b {94 Qf 2‘9@ the spacings known.,
' The original sheet had
it bl - -, - !‘_’,’

- - wider margins than the halved
ol i 403 ' ﬂﬂ 5 5 /s gutter margins between sheets

I to IV, but because of

trimming this is not a reliable

guide,

!;;5! ‘ Y1 ol i #4 ,;/a.%
- w : To be continuedessesss

Diagram 'A'
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NEW POST OFFICE.

LUZERN 11, Kreuzstuta,
Opened on 2,VIL1958

CHANGE OF NAME

WIDEN in - to WIDEN b, BREMGARTEN,
on 1.VI.1958
PRIVATE PARCELS (F FICES CLOSED
BASEL, Markircherstrasse 31, V.1958
BASEL, Morgartenring 1. V.1958
LUZERW, Kreuzstutz 2.V1,1958

The advent of autumn means

increased zest in stemp-collecting,

Are you interested in

<> ?  eeee  PRE-STAWP
SILK THREAD
FIRST DAY

\ /;'JJ// FIRST FLIGHT

AMBULANT POSTMARK

SOLDIER COVERS etc. etc,
I will be pleased to send
approval selections of the above

to any Meuber.

Jo S« ARMSTRONG

14, Low Lane, Torrisholme,

Morecambe, Lancs,

- Check List of PUBLICITY POSTMARKS (Continued)

PONTRESINA Wege zu Blummen
PONTRESINA In Sonne und Schnee
STECHELBERG

STEIN AM RHEIN
ST00S (SCHWYZ)
SURSEE ’

PIOTTA
PORRENTRUY I
REINACE (4ARGAU)
RHEINFELDEN
REUTI

RIETBAD

RIGI KULM

‘RINGGENBERG

RIVA S.VITALE
RUTLI

RUVIGLIANA
RUSCHLIKON
STE.CROIX

ST MORITZ I (Summer
ST.MORITZ 3 (Summer
STWMORITZ 1 (Winter
ST.MORITZ 3 (Winter
ST URBAN

SAANAN

SAAS FEE

SACHSELN

SAMEDAN (ENGADIN)
SARNEN
SCHAFFHAUSEN 2
SCHANF (ENGADIN)
SCHINZNACH BAD
SCHWEFELBERG BAD
SIERRE

SORENBERG

SPEI CHER

SPLUGEN

STABIO

STAFA

STANSS TAD

SILVAPLANA

SONVICO

TESSERETE

THALWIL
THUSIS

TWANN
UNTERBACH (WALLIS)

UNTERAGERT

UNTERWASSER
USTER

VERBIER-MONDZEU
VERBIER VILLAGE

VILLARS-SUR-OLLON

VILLENEUVE (VAUD
VIRA (GAMBAROGNO

VITZNAU

WALCHWIL

WALD (ZURICH)
WALLENSTADT

§

WALLENSTADTBERG
WALZENHAUSEN
WANGEN AN DEN AARE
WEESEN

WEGGIS

WEIER IM EMMENTAL
WEISSBAD
WEISSENSTEIN (SOL)
WENGEN

WILDERSWIL
WINDISCH

More next month,



PRESIDENT

A\
\g\f \)

A

Editor:

{MR. PJW. STRATTON,
§60 Regency Street,
London. S.W,1.

i HOno
|
|
|
l

H
i
t

eg\\‘\ 05 LATzl
NELUC

i32, Ethelbort Cardenu,-

i

| MRS, E.J. RAWNSLEY,-
i

; Iiford. Esasex,

/ : Baward H. SPIRO,

J/ f/

-3 S - i
i % Hone Treasurers | ‘Hon.Exohange Pkt.Suptsi
! R, A.J. HARDING,; |  MR. J.H, SHORT, |
% 131, Somerset Wey, | 115, Peppard Road, |
{ | Iver. Bucks, j Caversham, Reading, |

3

LETTER

Seeretarys

A 4

— e S

s - e

No. 9 (Twelfth Year)

Edited by P.W.C. Stratton Sep tember, 1958.

EDITORIAL

London members are again
reminded that the meeting date
has been changed to Wednesday
and the venue is now Room 31,
Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, WC.,

Tbe first meeting of the new
sea” ¢ is on Wednesday, 1st
October, and will consist of
a display by all members, so
please make every effort you
can and bring along something
to show, Don't imegine that
what you have is inferior to
the other fellows! and not
worth bringing, and don't
leave it to the same old
faithfuls.

The article on page 2 on the
M.P.O. stamp shows what cen be
found on a common stamp, and
Mr, Morrison has kindly passed
on the results of his study
for the benefit of members, I
am £ “e other menmbers must
alsc nave done similar study
on the stamp or stamps of their
choice,, and have made notes
etc. of their findings.

How about passing the
information on,

We are always pleased to
get anything in the way of
unrecorded varieties, retouches
etc,

No article is too short or
too long for publication.

HELV[E T A —— st vim 18 mwis AcaT!

PRO JUVENTUTE STAMPS WILL HAVE FLOWER IESIGNS AGAIN
Albrecht von Haller's 250th Birthday commemorated

With the 1958 set of the Pro Juventute stamps, to be
issued, as usual, on December 1st, the P,T,T. have decided to
revert to the flower designs which were such a popular
feature of the 1943 to 1949 period. But whereas during those
8 years the stamps depicted Alpine Flora, the new series will
provide pictures of 'Garden and Meadow! flowers and blooms.

Our President, Mr. E.H. Spiro, as in previous years, was
able to obtain the first news of the Pro Juventute designs
shead of official announcements. He tells us that the set
will have the following values and designss

54+ 5 ¢, Maroon - portrait of Albrecht Von Haller, famous

' Swiss Anatomist, Surgeon and Botanist (& a pioneer
of Obstetrlcs), as a commemoration of his 250th
birthday on October 12th, 1708, Haller, who Was
born in Berne, and died there in 1777, was for
many years Professor of Medicine in the German
University of CGoettingen., He was also a celebrated
poet and his long ode "The Alps" was translated

into English and many other languages.

Incidentally, Haller has already besn poritrayed
once before on the 30 ¢, P,J. in 1934 (Zum.No.72).
Are the Swiss running out of famous men? !!

The flower designs ares
10 + 10 c. Green/yellow/brown - Garden viola (Viola tr1col3r
L.
20 + 10 ¢, Dk carmine red/green/yellow - Summer Aster
(Aster chin,)
30 + 10 ¢. Brown/blue/green/yellow - Binaweed (Convolvulus L.)

40 + 10 ¢, Blue/grey/green/yellow - Christmas Rose
, (Helleborus)
The 5 c¢. value will be printed in recess by the
P,T.T. Printing Works, the other values in roto-photogravure
by Courvoisier; the 5 ¢, on white paper, the others on
slightly coated graniie paper.

THE FOURTH

will be held at THE KINGSWAY HALL (Room 31)
3rd DECEMBER, 1958 at 6

A1l members are invited to enter the Competition,

ONNUQLCIEDCDMPEUTKWJ

Klngsway, London, W,C.1, on WEDNESDAY,
«45 pem,

Entries (6-10 sheets) sent

by post should reach the Competition Organiser, Mrs, E.J. Rawnsley, not later

than Monday, 1st Decenber,
entries along on the night.
during the period from receipt to return to their owners,

Menbers attending the meeting may bring their
A1l entries will be fully covered by insurance

Further detsils, together with the Rules and Conditions will be given next month,
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RETOUCHES ON MOBILE POST OFFICE STAMP
Our member and contributor, Mr.Wm,R,Morrison, of Glasgow, has been making a study of the
1953 10cts Mobile Post Office stamp (Za 314).:He states that he has found it very interesting
from the points of view of cheapness and the’ number of varisties that can be found. So far he
has found one flaw and t hirteen retouches, Wthh is far more extensive than Zumstein's list-

ing, These are all constant, and he has succeeded in placing all but two, Sheets Alll and
C111 have not yet been ex&mlned and these might well contain the answers, Can any member help
to place these two,please? Here are the results of his studies to date.

Flaws (a) Extra passenger, Sheet B1ll Stamp 10
Retouches 1  BSwall in top left corner ? ?
2  Small above gable 4222 11

3 At right touching steeple B222 11

4 Two small retouches over hills caz22 25

5 Large over plateau Di111 23

6 Small to the right of tree-tops A222 16

7 Right of top of 'A! of Helvetia D111 6

8 Bottom right corncr ‘ B111 18

9 Clear of right foot of 'Al 7 ?

10  Touching right foot of 'A! Blil 5

11 Between well and bus : o C111 6

12 Touching posthorn below well D222 5

13 Left of Well €111 17

The positions of these .
retouches are clearly shown S - T
in the illustration, so ? 3
perhaps a perusal of thosse i :
duplicates may well be ; T
worth while, : L !

New varieties may have J e “Z w-—-6
arisen on later sheets, L
A-D of 222, so if anyone - e S~ Lw ~ N

can add to the above list, "' - a / /
please do so,. L AN
N
M

We are very grateful to
¥r, Morrison for making the 7} /Z A« AN IS . N Wt A
I e e

RN

pt——

results of his studies
available to us.

,/7
Qur current article on
the 1900 U,P.U issue will H E L \/ E T ! A
be continued next month. #V?s Y §
\
, /40 (]
Check list of
PUBLICITY POSTMARKS.,
WASSEN (URI) ADLISWIL
WALLISELLENW ‘ ANDERMATT Tor Swiss Stamp s s
ZERMATT - BERNECK
7Z00Z SCAWARZENBERG

e mames | 1.5 ARMSTRONG
This completes the list of the publicity post- ‘ * e

marks so far brought into use., The 1list will be

kept up to date by notification of any future ceces Pre~Stamp Covers
issues as soon as they are notified in the P.T.T. First Day Covers
Gazette, : Ministure Sheets
Alrmails
Pro~Juventute Issue of 1957, gszlgiiinijzz e
The PTT Gazette gives the numbers s0ld of the -
above issue as followsse ‘ : Want Lists welcome
5+ 5 c. 10,557,068 Items on approval to Helvetia
10 + 10 ¢, 8,004,229 Members
20 + 10 c. 5,786,207
30 + 10 c. 1,640,296
40 + 10 c, 2,009,519 '
Once again the 30c value is the best of the lot,. 14, Low Lane, ‘Torrisholme,
No wonder the Swiss philatelic journals are always Morecambe, Lancs.

carrying adverts from deelers wishing to purchase

this values.
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SWISS HOTEL POSTS

By E., M, Hamilton Part II,

Continuing the obssrvations and hitherto unrecorded detaiils.

PIORA TAL (Altitude 6,040 ft.,) - 5 miles from the nearest post-office,
: AIROLO, Cte Tessin, at the southern end of the St. Gotthard
Tunnel, No, 2 shows the hotel with River Foss, Nos. I & II the hotel
with Lake Ritom, which now forms part of a large hydro-electric scheme,
No. II was printed in 2 horizontal rows, which was done twice, the sec-

ond time by turning the sheet 18¢° C, which created tete-beche stamps (rare) of the 2nd and
3rd rows,

RIGI-KALTBAD (Altltude 4,725 £t.) Proprietor: N, T, Segesser-Faaden.
The first hotel to issue stamps in 1864, price 15 Rappen,
later reduced to 10 Rp, Nearest post-office was at WEGGIS on Lake of
Incern, 5 miles away, The stamps were issued until 1871 when the first
cog rallwey in the world was opened., The inventor was Niklaus Riggen-
bach (see Pro Juv. 5 c,, 1942).
Riggenbach was a friend of my Father and I remember sheking hands with
~ him when I was a youngster. The stamps were first issued imperf,, later
on with perf, 11}, and Were cancelled in blue with an octagonal dio
"hiGI-KALTBAD! and date, The violet cancellation is very rare, Zumstein lists No, 3 as
brick~reds; mauvy rose would be a better description of this raro shade. There are two
forgeries; the better one of the two has two 4-pointed stars in the oval instead of 5-
pointed stars, The other one is a very crude imitetion., The alpine rose (Dwarf rhododen—

dron) has pine needles instead of leaves, From 1871 the P.T.T, delivered to and collected
malls from the hotel.

RIGI-KULM (Altitude 5 906 ft.) Issued in 1870 until 1873 when the cog

reilway was extended to the top of the Rigi. Letters were .
carried to VITZNAU or to ARTH-GOLDAU, 5% miles. The stamps cost 10 cts,
each, The Proprietors for Nos, 1-5 were Cs & J, Burghi and the prop-
rietor for Nos. I-II (after 1883) was Schreiber, First seen on a letter
dated 3rd Sept. 1886, Zumstein No. 1 is probably an essay., Nos. 3 & 4
were printed in sheets of 30 stamps, 28 of which have 30 pearls in the
oval and 2 have only 29 pearls. Nick Augustin of the U.S.A. (with Mr,
Hurt as collaborator) does not agree with Zumstein's classification, He calls Z., No. 1 a
forgery and Z, No, 2 ® N,A, No. 5 = just the reverse order., He may be right, but I go by
Zumsteint's catalogue. |

R JI-SCHEIDECK (Altitude 5,463 £t,) Nearest post office GERSAU on

the lake — 5 miles away. Proprietor J, Mueller, Nos,
1-3A issued in 1868-1870 and in use until 1881, Price 5 Rappens
cancelled with boxed die (as shown): RIGT After 1881-86, Nos,
I-ITA - Proprietors: Hauser and SCHEI DECK Stierlin. Design:
dovo with 1o%tar: cancolliod with circuler P.T.T. die:
'RIGI-SCHEIDECK!, date and Swiss cross. All cancelled stamps are
much rarer than.mint, I have an entire with 30 ¢, perf, 'Sitting Helvetia' dated 13 June,
1875, with P,O. cencellatlion 'RIGI-SCHEIDEGG' (not Scheideck). There is a forgery of Nos.
I—II - dove with human eye.

RIGI-STAFFEL (Altltude 5 273 ft,) - nearest Post-office ARTH—GOLDAU
4— miles, This 1ilac stamp was first seen in 1940 on

LD e lettor to Horgen, postmerked 'RIGI KLOSTERLI!, 18 July, 1888, 4
(g(%m"‘f% post—office existed during the summer months at Rigi Staffel as fer
Aﬁ‘ﬁﬁiy: back as 1874. In February 1958 Mueller (Basel) auctioned what is
\g\géLjff supposed to be the second known stamps for Sw,Fr. 1,925 = (roughly)

£160, Mine must be the third known stamp. Zumstein wrote me that they
will 1ist this stamp in RED in their next catalogue.

ST, GOTTHARD (Altitude 6,865 ft.) Design shows Hotel du Mont Prosa,
. church end St., Gottherd Hospice on top of the St.
Gotthard Pass, . Name of proprietor or date of issue so far unknowm,
No. 1,'5 Rappen, size 2044 x 24 mm, Nos, I & II size 33.9 x 23.6 mm.,
oblong, without velue, claret and olive-brown. No. 1 exists also as
& tete-beche, Some stamps may be pre-caencelled "ST. GOTTARDO!', with
original gum, sold with the remainders. .

(To be Continued)
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FROM THE COMMITTEE:

In accordence with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the

—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING —

will be held on WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH, 1958, at 6.45 p.m., prompt, at the KINGSWAY HALL
(Room 31)? Kingsway, London, W.C.1, (Within easy reach of the Holborn-Kingsway Tube).

AGENDA
l, Minutes of A.,G.M. held on 5th Nov. 1957 5. BELECTION of Officers and Members of the
2, Matters arising from the Minutes. Society!s Committee 19%8 /59,
3+ Chairmen's Address, 6. MOTIONS and RESOLUTIONS
4, REPORT by the Hon. Secretary. (see note below) .
5 Hon, Treasurer's REPORT and STATEMENT 7« Any other business

of ACCOUNTS.

NOMINATIONS: Nominations for the election of Officers and Members of ' the Committee, i.e.

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon, Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Packet
Superintendent, Hon, Auditor, Chairmen of the Expert Committee and (not
exceeding) TWELVE members of the Committee should be sent to the Hon,

Secretary, Mrs. E. J« Rawnsley, to reach her not later than first post on
Tuesday, November 4th, ~

RESQLUTIONSS Any Nember desiring to move a Resolution or Motion at the Annual General

Meeting, must give N O T I CE in writing, enclosing the text of the
Resolution, to the Hon, Secretary before the opening of the A.G.M, -
After the business meeting (which is expected to last about 1 hour) there will be
SHRT DISPLAYS by  MEMBERS on 1LATEST ACQUISITIONS!
MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

and are also invited to contribute towards the displays.

B. J. BAWNSLEY (Hon. Secretary) F. H.TAYLOR (Chairman)
LONDON GROUP: Hon. Sec. Mrs. E.J.Rawnsley, In view of Mr., Hamilton's article on

32, Ethelbert Gdns., Ilford, Essex. the 'Hotel Posts', it is interesting to note

PROGRAMME FOR THE SEASON 1958/59 offers coming up for auction., Mentioned in

a forthcoming sale by Robson Lowe is an

. ; unusuel item (valued at £15) of a Rigi Kaltbad
A1l meetings to be held on the 1st Wednesday ! .
» th 50 ¢, Helvet f n 186
of the month at 6.30 psm. (approx.) in used with 50 ¢, Helvetia perf, on a 1

3 with octagonal local date
Room 31, Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, W,C.2. :zz;; to England, with octagonal
* N
1958 \ ) [
Octe 18t ‘'SITTING HELVETIA PERF.' Combined
Display by all Members TEREE GOOD REASODNS
Nove 5th  A.G.M, & Members' Displays on
: 'LATEST ACQUISITIONS! why you should collect SwWiss Stamps

Dec, 3rd ANNUAL CUP COMPETITION.

1. THEIR BEAUTY IS UNRIVALLED ... Swiss

1959 artists and printers combine to delight
‘ d brighten your album.
Feb, 4th !'PRE-STAMP COVERS' you an & ; Ey i
' 2, THEIR VALUE INCREASES E YEAR ...
Mar. Ath !STANDING EELVETIA! Our Catalogue — the only English-edited
Apr. lst 'POSTAGE DULS, OFFICIALS, specialised CATAIOGUE OF SWITZERLAND -
: TELEGRAPHS ETC,! keeps you up-to-date on price revisions.
Mey 6th '1900 U.P,U.! 3. FEf NEW ISSUES BACH YEAR ... enabling
t entrate on the profitable
June 3rd DISPLAYS by 3 Members - Auction, you to congentra P

collecting of older issues,
etc.
Our House Orgen 'THE SWISS PHILATELIST!
containe articles on Swiss stamps, market .

. reports, discovery of varieties, special
§%§§52§¥;§%%L§£ Aouéo?i:rt;?s:hzogfii:7;— offers etc., Subscription: 2/- per annum,
. » - [}

Lancs Group, whose marriage took place on AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.
Septe 6th., We wish him and his bride every THE A

happiness — and trust that his new venture 27, Westbury Road, Woodside Park, London. N,12

wi%; not dim his enthusiasm for stamp coll- Tel. HILlside 6857
eC lng. i rizarsiasisses e e ezt e e
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London. S,W.1.
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Edltor, § Hon. Secrotarys é ; Hon. Treasurer: i ; Hon.Exchange Pkt Supto
MR, P.W. STRATTON, | | MRS, E.J. RAWNSIEY, | |MR4 A.J. HARDING,| g MR, J.H, SHCRT,
60, Regenoy Streat,, 32, Ethelbert Gardens,i 31, Somerset Way,f io115, Peppard»Road,
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Iver. Bucks. mi Caversham, Reading.

No. 10 (Twelfth Year) ______  Bdited by P, We Stratton _________ October, 1958,

THE FOURTH ANNUAL CUP COMPETITI

N

will be held st THE KINGSWAY HALL (Room 31), Kingsway, LONDON, W,Cel, on
WEDNESDAY, 3rd December, 1958, at 6445 p.m.

We are vory pleased to announce that Messfse LoN, & M, Williams, of

phasatelic fame, who will be known to very many of our members, have kindly consented to
act as Adjudicators, We feel sure that we shall have a3 most interesting and instructive
evening and we look forward not only to a goodly array of entries, but also to a record
attendance,

1,

2,

RULES FOR THE COMPETITION

The Competition shall be held anhuslly &t a date determined by the Committee of the
Helvetia Philatelic Society as a display of album leaves from collections of Swiss
stamps owned by members of the Seciety. The display shall be held at & meeting of the
London Group but shall be open to &l1 Members of the Society wherever they reside.

Competitors shall enter not 1ess then SIX eand not more than TEN sheets, comprising
any postage stamps, charity, airmail, special, postage dues, officiel or any other
issues; miniature sheets, semi-postal issues (Such as Hotel, Soldier stamps, Airmail
labels, eto.), entires, flown covers, postal stationery, issued in Switzerland and
normally considered as philatelio items in & ocollection, ‘

3e—Entries sent by post should be packed carefully and despatched by Registered Mail and

4o

Se

6.

Te

must be in the hands of the Competition Organiser, the Hon, Secretary of the Society,
Mrs, E. J. Rawnsley, 32, Ethelbert Gardens, Ilferd, Essex, not later than MONDAY, 1st

December, 1958, Members sttending the mesting may bring their entries along on the
night,

411 entries will be fully coversed by insurancé Guring the period from receipt to return
to their owmers.

4 JURY asappointed by the Committee of the Helvetia Philatelie Society shall judee the
entries and award the HELVETIA SILVER CUP +to the owner of the entry which they
shall select as most worthy. In addition & consolation prize will be presented to

the Runner-up,

Entries shall be judged by & eystem of points based under the following headingss

1. General philatelic interest os 25 3, Writingeup & Arrangement e 25
2., Originality (lncluding research).. 25 4, Condition (catalogue value
t0 be ignored) v 25

The Helveita Silver Cup, awarded annually, shall remain in the possession of the winner
for eleven months following the award, and then be returned to the Competition Organiser
named by the Committee. The Cup shall then be awarded to the next winner, but if the
same person wins three successive Annual Cup Compe titions, the Cup shall become his or
her property and the Committée shall provide & new Cup for the next Competition,

e e 20 2
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SUJlSS HOTEL POSTS
By BE. M, Hamilton (Conclusion)

never used,

Fig. 11 Canton Schwyz.

The last items to be dealt w1th ares

ST, MORITZ - Stahlbad - (Altitude 6,000 £1t,)
in 1892 in verious colours, but probably
RARE, A forgery exists,

KURORT STOOS (Altitude 4,245 ft.) - near Brunnen,
“Proprietor Carl Muller,

Issued

Fig, 12

Letters were sent to BRUNNEN, 4 -~ 5 miles,

Nos 1. 1872, en upright rectangle VIOLET,
No. 2. v diameter, RED,

1873, circular, &
3 -539 18779 A imperf-,
thin and thick papers.

Nos.

Nose I-V. Last issue, date unknown.

before: Carl Muller,

and detail in the flowers.

After 1880 there Wwere 3 different

Fig. 13
. the best known is Type 3 (Fig. 14).

THE  END,

Proprietor as .
There must have

been a second issue of this series which has a very
rough perforation (pin perf,) with much less colour

name gpelled 'STOOSS!

Both these items
name spelled 'STOOSS!?

are elusive,

B, perf, 12%, three colours,

cancellations,

BETWEEN 1500 ¢& 2500
PRICES IN OUR
CATALOGUE o SWISS STAMPS

WILL BE SUBSTANTIALLY RAISED THIS AUTUMN 11

We have this season witnessed the most astounding
upsurge in popularity of Swiss stamps throughout the
world, with a consequent shortage of material as
never before experienced., (A leading Swiss
Catalogue pubiished in its homeland has actually
ralsed 4402 prices - with not a single reductiont)

Our price policy has always been conservative and
our superbd stocks again permit a delay in raising
our quotations - only a small number have so far
become effective,

THIS AFFORDS COLIECTORS IN THIS COUNTRY AN IDEAL
OPPORTUNITY OF BUYING STAMPS WHICH THEY KNOW WILL
COST MORE BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR,

This offer applies only to Wants Lists received
before our 1959 Price Supplement is published in a
few weeks! timel

WE ALSO WARMLY RECOMMEND OUR APPROVAL SERVICE -
BEGINNERS OR SPECIALISTS - WITH ALL STAGES BETWEEN -
ARE CATERED FOR !

Our Basic 1958 Catalogue will remain on sale for an-
other 15 months & is available at 6/9 + 5d.Postage.

THE AMATEUR. COLLECTOR L@

(BoPcA;, P-T.Sb)
'Household word for Swiss Stamps in the
English Speaking World.'
27, WESTBURY ROAD, WOODSIDE PARK, LONDON, N,12.

LONDON GROUP: Hon,. Secretary:
Mrs., E. J. Rawnsley.

The first meeting of the autumn
session got of £ to & flying stert in
our new meeting place, Room 31,
Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. There was a
most encouraging attendance and a
goodly array of material on the ‘
subject of !SITTING HELVETIA' (Perf.)
1862-82, the so-called 'neglected'
issue of Switzerland, but which in
fact is full of interest. Mrs. 7~
Ravnsley read a short paper and taen
passed round sheets of the various
values, some on cover, including a
30 ¢, red to Italy, with a number of
interesting postmarks.,

Mr, M. Ushlinger showed soms
unusual items, including a ST.
NICOLAS straightline cancel, so far
unidentified, also telegraph and
ship cancels. Mr, J,A.Lowe displayed
sheets illusirated by enlarged photo-
graphs of the double prints, and
including many nice postmarks., MNr.
L.H.Osborn gave the finsgl display,
showing the stamps both mint and
used, with many blocks, One large
block showed the effect of uneven
printing.

The next meetlng, on WEDNESDAY,
Nov.5th, will be the ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING, All Iondon Group members
are asked to attend, to take part
in a review of the Society's
activities.
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900  U.RP.U.

by We Ry Morrison Part II.

Having covered the basic study of the issue, the detailed s tudy can now be
?ommenoed. A megnifying glass of at least x6 magnification is recommended, and with praci-
ice it should be apparent that there are scarcely two similar stamps in sheets I to IV ~
in fact 200 types can differentiate per vaelue., There are thus:

Issue 4 200 each of 5, 10 and 25 Cts, - 600 stamps

Issue B 200 each of 5, 10 and 25 Cts, = 600 stamps

Issue C 200 each of 5, 10 and 25 Cts. = 600 stamps
i.e¢ Total possible to collect ces - 1,800

TABLE 774 (1)
» There are, of course, many
non~constant flaws, especially
hairlines which were caused

A ‘ , during printing, but only
2151?1{3,2,33 e W ) 3 : those which recur from the

| ‘ earliest stages are recorded.

The same gystem as the
Rayons has been used, the big
difference being that, with
the exception of 79C, the
stamps are easy to find. It
has been noted that there is
& greater similarity between
Sheet I and III and between
Sheets II and IV, probebly due
to the manner of transfer one
to the plate, However, there
is always & basic struc ture of
varieties throughout each
sheet of 50 which recurs in
each such sheet., These are
called the BASIC TYPES (Grund-
typen) and are different for
each value of issues 4, B &

C. One Basic Type will thus
occur in four positione, .8
1, 51, 101, 151. The

enlarged illustrations show
these Basic Types (usually
several flaws to each), one
for stemps 1-25 and the other
for stamps 26-50., Black aresas
represent flaws of extras
colour, and white areas
represent areas without colour
which would normally be
coloured, XNo further des—
cription of the Basic Types
will be given and the sub-
sequent tables should not be
confused with thenm,

Having sorted the stamps
into their Basic Type, or
sheet positions, they can be
further separated into their
plate positions by means of
varieties which are peculiar
, ' . to only one of the stamps in
" any Basic Type. These distinctions will be listed in tables without diagrams. Many of the
descriptions are similar, but within each Basic Type there should be no confusion., There
are often ten or more such points on one s tamp, but not more than two will be listed for
sach stamps Further distinction into steges, e.ge 110a, 110b, etc. are also possible in
SOme Cases.
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(Continued)

1900 U,PU,

The diagrams and tables will appear in the sequence 774, T84, T94, 7'(B etc,

Since the tables are very large it will be convenient to use abbreviations

extensively, and these are given belows

TABLE 774 (2)

WM PI & 41 o 4k sbke & 30 wa e
32| s a?wn;s 3w fed srlen 2828f 451
AT hst )

ulh

77 A

48135 32

vertical

horizontal

left, or left of

& right, or right of

str. = stroke

» h/line & hairline

btw. = between '

tab, = value tablet

arms = shield with Swiss
Federal Cross-

1,2,3,4 = first, second,

third, fourth

(5 = 5 of value)

L3

=a ) == RS

(To be continued)

FAMOUS SWISS ON STAMPS

Philipp Emanuel von
Fellenberg (1771~1844)

Swiss educationalist,
Born at Bern on 27 June 1771
In 1799 purchased an estate
at Hofwyl,near Bern, intend-
ing to make agriculture the
basgis of a new system for
elevating the lower and
levelling the higher orders
in the state and welding them
into closer union, For some
time worked in conjunction
with Pestalozzi, but incom-
patability of temperament
made them separate,

The scheme at first receive
ed much ridiocule but grade

ually people came to him from
every part of Burope for

29 ;\w e purpose of studying agricul-

W W ture on the high morsal stande-

" ing which was associated with
aw aalzel his educational scheme, He
TR died on 21st Nov, 1844.
SWISS AIRS

Zum, No, 1 & 2 at &5 per pair These are a few of the air stamps

Pro Aero 1938 - at 4/~ used on cover and covers that I have in stock and I

Pro Aero 1941 at 6/- mint, 12/- used on cover will be pleased to forward approval

Pro Aero 1943 at 5/3 mint, 10/6 used on cover  selections to members of the Helvetia

Pro Aero 1946 at 8/6 mint, 14/- used on cover

Pro Aero 1949 at 10/6 mint, 13/6 used on cover

Zum, Noe. 40, 1944, 1Fr.50 used on special
cover at 14/—

Society., I have also a selection of
Mint Hotel Stamps,priced from 6/6d.
upwards, which are available on approval,

(3. s.

ARMSTRONG )

14 IOW LANE,

TORRISHOLME,

MORECAMBE,  LANCS.
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; Editor Ton. Sccrotary:
| IR, P.W. STRATTON, RS, B.Jd. RAANSLLYg

i 60, Regency Strccu?‘ i329 Zthoelbort Gardens,

ooobondon. S.We1. 0o TIford, S ﬂf:ihTSh“9ﬁ
Fo,11 (Twelfth Year) Edited by P.Stratton foverzer, - 1958,
TIRPPRRRYVDRRRYRYRNNONYNY f
HAVE YOU SENT IN OR PREPARED YOUR {:%/\J:)g__ <::P__/C& -FQE
ENTRY FOR THE EELVETIA CUP AL TN I N e
COMPETITION 22777227272702727277727 | The P,T.T, have announced vhat ‘mew
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT BY POST will be issued in the course of T
IS 157 DECEMEER ! years - the date has not yet been
part of the current stamps, amoug
TACH Motives® of 1941, will have to be orinte
Many members may few dup= not ve worth while specially 1o prodlce U@
’>; ates only of tke vetter class - so far for the comparalively small rigul. ..
iss stamps, or unusual materia19v order to use up old s»ocks ol a ¢
and cannot manage tc make up a Wwill be employed for som

complete booklet. The Exchange

s . The first denominations
Packet Superintendent will gladly o1 oo ;
. .t . . arrangemsat sre vhe followin
accept such Cupllcates for ilnclusion e -
e L -, 80 cts. Dying Warrior,
in "composiie" booklete (which he ST
; s o 1.20 cts. Jurg Jenatsch.
will meke up) if such steamps are
sent to him mounted on & small Otasr denominations will
el

sheet of paper and clearly marke { previous notice in the PIT
with the owner's selling price :
(and any other informetion he
wishes to give)Q

It is hopncd that this idea will

The two above-meniioned
post offices from 29th Octobew,
only sold on reguest until the o

, X . i hausted,
kelp w0 ovexzcome the great shortage
of better ciuss matorialg‘anﬂ at For the new stamps neither noxr
the same {tims put in circulation folders or ieaflets for colicciors were issued by the
material which otherwise would be | PTT,
held with no benefit o tho holder. | The 1

" Dontt that even the
commoner stanps wWith clear post-
marks are very acceptable to the
postmark coliector and the ong

1 : o . PTT, <.« uncen
you have is maybe the one he is : oy
N i enverkaufstelle - Bern 1 Brielfannea
looking fox :

| Museum - B arn Ausgabotag ~ Berne jour a'omi
. gilorno dlomissione.'t It appears that thoy

i new stbamps
i,"nfom the Phile

didnttl
(PRO  JUVENTUTE., 7958 )

ancttec with the official notification of the fortncoming Pro Juvontuse Lssul is
end conteins information sunplemonturv to that given in our Scptembeor Lenug ol he

N
Sh= Y

/VCO] engraved by Karl Bickel, sen., of Ja]CﬁOﬁ. bbo;

enborgor of Berme (1745-1801), -+ The romaining

i5A, Bernces
. 1s roferred to as a Pansy (News 1lc

called a Chingso Aster instead of 2 S
instead of Bindwecd. (I lcave it to
T

5 sever tney are, they "re o vory attractive sct, judging by the ad
the request of thoe Pro Juventutc Foundation a stamn bookloet wil
teining 12 swumpu of 5 + 5 c., 12 of 10+10 and 4 of 20+1C. Tho boo
& coloured pper, is especlally suitable es o gift (PTT siaicmen
g Fg°5 1n01ualng 20 c. cosits., and by way of cxporiment, Will be o
of tne towns of Aarau, Goeneva, Leusanne, St.Galicn and Zurich, (P“cvio%sly9 boo
avallable from the Philatelic Agency or the Pro Juvontute Fouadation. Ed.)
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ANNUAL GENER AL MELTING REPCORT
The Annual General Mecting was held at the Kingswey Hall (Room 31)9 W.C.2, on
Wednesday, November 5th, 1958, at 6.45 p.m. Dr, F, H, Taylor was in the chair.
4 welcome guest was Mr. H.W.Roberishaw ' bsen a little higher, dus to incrcased postage
of the Yorks/Lancs Group, who was opportunely . rates, 'News Letter! illustration and the
in London and able to attend. { eddition of several itoms to the Library.

THE MINUTESIOf the A,CG,M, held on 5th
November, 1957 were read by the Hon. Sccre-
wary and agresda

(.vv

FROM THE HINUTES
Circumstances had neeessi~
aad the London Group were now
Room 31, Kingesway Hall, W.C.Z.
11y agreed that the new premises
improvement .

ADDRESS: Dr. F.H, Taylor

aid that he considered it had been a falrly
successiul year and despitc the need for
repeating subjects, the progremme had been
most ilntcoresting. He had much enjoyed his
term of office as Chel rmen, but apart from
/@usiness-commitmcnts, felt that a chango was

cod and, thercfore, was not standing for roe—
election, 4As retiring Chalrmen he wished to
express his thanks to thosce Officers who
were the most hard worked: thoe Secrotery,

at
CHATRMAN 'S

the Treasurer — ably assisted by the Audiﬁor-§

the Packet Supcrintendent, and to Mre
Stratton for teking cver the e¢ditorship of
the 'News Letter!. Without their assistanco
the Society would not continuc 1o prosper.

HOW, CR‘_jr_‘ ARY ! S R PORT irs ° Ravmns uy
said membership remained constant a2t around
1203 tendances at London mectings had been

reasonably good and, but for the bus sirike
in Mey and June, would probably have exceeded
the previous ycear. The most important
rgppening was the resignation of IMr. Spiro
Editor of the 'News Letier!, task which Le
h ad wnderteken for 11 years, as a resuli of
" Thich a most comprehensive collection of
articles on Swiss philately had
greatly @ppr'Clabbd by members, both here
overseas, and this was aa opportunity to

qd

as

o
&

eXpress appreclaﬁlon of the scrvices I‘OﬂCLOI'Gd‘

by Mr. Spiro to the Society which he founded.
The ‘'Heélvetila', however, could not be allowed
to perish for want of an HEditor — as had its
counterpart in America ~ and grateful thanks
were due to i, Stratton for taking over so
admirably end for the excellent way in which
he had maintained the stendard of this pub-
lication, the backbone of the Society. Thanks
were also auc to those members who had helped
by conitrivuting articlcs and 1t was hoped

¢ foliow suit. Thore was every

U

IoZe Wo

Lo uhat the new season would be highly

: ful, and members were urged to try to
ong some new reoruits fto the London
g, 50 as not to be outdone by the

tasm of the Yor&s/Lancs Group, which
continues to flcuwrish admirably.

URZR'S REPORT: Mr, Harding agel
con*lrned vewy favourable situation., Theo
balance sheet, which had been clrculated,
showed a bglanoe of m49/i4/Lo Expenscs had

n

been built up
uﬂCLi

! nice Iayon I on blue papcr, follow

N

he report was proposed by
seconded by Mr. G.W, Doglish

Adoption of t

especlally n
by e, S%ur7y had
suggested that if memoc
for disposel, but nov
a booklet, if they would sead
would make up one or tWo CoOmposLT
In any caseé he appcaled
in booklets whenever

ELECWTON OF OFFICERS & COMMITT
following were elscieds

2 panmY

1 in,
booklets.
To memoors o send

possible.

LGl

Vice~Choirmens
Tmn A, J
H.Jd, Ravmsleys

Cheirmans Iir. G.W.Daglishs
My, B.Co Slate; Hon, Treasurcrs:
larding; Hon, Secretarys irs.

Yon. Pkt. Supts Ilre J.X. Shors; Hon., Bditors
Mr, P.W. Strattony Choirmen of the DIxpert
Committec Mr.E. Shurly; Publicity Officer:
lr, B.H., Gra Hon, fudidors : Osborn.
Committess (Yomks/Lancs C"OLp ¥oore,
B, G,y Mr. Joi, Eastwood end
Hlé,lu tad,

The nominations Werc propos
V. Gonville, seconded by ir,

carried unanimously.

T frmn

Mr. Daglish then to
Tirst auty was to pI
Dr. Taylor for his

republlshed and 1t
The A.G,M, closed at 7.30

cre e
g eas}

=§

e

Following this there were shoxt L
on 'RECENT ACQUISITIONS! by momscs

Mr. Osborn commenced by showing

. o — 7
varieties, and the 3, 5 & 10 Fr, (I

serics) in mint blocks, and other itoms.,

Mr, J.A, Lowe elso showed sone intoresiting
vericties,

Mr. J.H.Short, wic had missed was Zast
meoting, passed round his colleciion

*3itting Helvetia! p¢:¢a,
nice blocks and a varlicity of canceilat

T

Irs, Rawnsloy showed a number of covers,
one being an official cover with the stemps
overprinied with the cross, also song
'Soldier Stamps'! on cover.
oo Wy KRt Fogdigb g KW Ny shgig Wy Ny Wy g NNy HeRgwhg ¥
ED FOR THE COMPITITION
THEIS YBAR 7
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STRUBELIS -  THE LUNICH PRINTS
By Lt.-Col. J. D, Blyth

It is inevitable, porheps, that even so exccllont en article as that contributed by Mr,
Laurence Moore on the 'Silk Thread Issues' should contain points which are at least debatables
I have not had an opportunity of recading the various monographs mentioned by him, so may
appear over-bold in saying that I disagrec with Fr#ulein Kuisel and believe that Zumstein is

quite correct in listing all four values of the first Munich printing as a distinct issue.

The 1ldentification of colour from & verbal description always presents a problem, cven
in what would appear to be the simple cases of the thrce primary colours, red, ycllow, and
blue. TFor instance, Frfulein Kuisel describes the 10 Rp. as being ultramarine; but using
pure ultramerine paint in all shades from full strength to the weakest possible solution I
have not been able to match the colour of any of the varieties of this stamp in any of the
issues. Zumstein does not commit himself, but merely describes the basic colour as 'blue!,
This covers a very wide range, commencing with ultramarine, which contains roughly 5% of
red in its composition, through cobalt (roughly 80% blue, 12% red and 8% yellow); Prussian
biue (roughly 86% blue and 14% yellow) to indigo., I have confined myself to a fow of the -
stendard pigments which cen be bought; many other blues are on sale under different names,
thelr appearance depending upon the percentages of the threc primary colours contained in
their make-up, The same remerks concerning difficultics of identification apply, of course,
to the two other primary colours, red and yellow, and to the infinits variety of colours
opﬁgiped by mixing two or more of the primaries in different proportions,

Ihe multiplicity of terms applied to the shades or tints of a single basic colour leads
to further confusion, possibly because different words are used at times to convey tho same
meaning. Is there any difforence between dark blus and deep blue? How does one distinguish
between 'pale! and 'light!'? What ere the exact definitions of 'clear! and 'bright!? How
many collectors would agrec concerning the precisce shadcs meant to be described by the German
words 'blass', 'hell', ‘lcebhaft', 'leuchtend!, 'kraftig', ‘'dunkel' and 'tief!'? These were
the questions with which I was confront ed when I attempted to identify and isolate Zum.

23 Aa and 24 Aa. from a number of munich prints, and it is with the hope that I may help
other collectors that T deseribe how I set about it,.

In deseribing the colour of the 40 Rp., No. 26 Aa, Zumstein uses the qualifying adjective
'plass!, 'pale yellow-green', but in the cases of 23 Aa and 24 Aa the edjective is 'matt!',
Now, in English the word 'matt! is seldom =~ if ever - applied purely as a description of a
shade of colour, but is used to define a condition of surface, dull as opposed to polished.
Such & distinction, however, seems out of place in philately; so I concluded that the colours
to be sought were dull blue and dull rose for the respecctive values. I found one specimen of
each which scemed to confurm, but thought it essontial to make sure that the apparent dull-
ness was not merely a difference in shade, i.e., in strength of colour. For my test I chose
the 15 Rp., since the blue of the 10 Bp. is a complex mixture impossible to match closely
wit, any individual blue in the paint-box. The closcsi approximation to the average colour
of the 15 Rp. seems to be rose-madder, and I found that by using it in various dilutions I
was able to produce fair imitations of the light rose or carmine shades, but with the pure
colour and water alone I could not get & shade which could be described as 'dull', By
adding & very small quentity of grey to the dilution of the pure colour I produced o tint
which could accurately be described as dull, though it did not exactly match the colour of
24 Ao. For the time being I was satisfied, and a ssigned the two specimens to the first
printing, I cannot describe the colours exactly, but would say that they seem to have a
somewhat ' lcaden ' tint,. ‘

On reeding Mr, Moore's reminder that the 5 Rp. orange—brown could be confused with the
15 Rp. in bad 1light it occurred to me that the word 'bad! was not guite the correct one; the
confusion would arise when the light was supplied by an ol l-lamp, and while not necessarily
bad would be decidedly yellow as compared with daylight. I have no oil-lamp, but the electric
light in one room is contained in a translucent bowl, creamy-yellow in colour, whose light
has caused me to make surprising mistakes in sorting not only shades but even stamps of
dif ferent colours. On opcning my album in this light the stamp which I had identified as 24
Aa became almost indistinguishable from 22 Ae as far as colour was concerned, while the 15 Rpe.
of the second printing and of lator issues remaincd unmistakebly pink. The existence of 24
Aa as a distinct varicty scemed to have boen ostablished but, as might be expeoted, the
colour of 23 Ae was not affccteds There the matter rested until o few deys ago, when I was
able to have a few minutes with a quartz lamp, Under its light the colour of the 15 Rp.,
24 Aa, was very little affected, becoming perhaps a trifle duller, while the colours of the
second Munich printing, and the later Berne printings of all values showed no great changes
but the 10 Rp., 23 Aa, turned to a slate-green, quitc different in sppearance from any
13trubeli! which I have seon,

(Continued on Page 4)
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STRUBELIS . THE MUNICH PRINTS (Contd. from Page 3)

I think that most philatelists will agree with me
that the fact light tests showed that these two
visually selected stamps reacted in a manner dif ferent
to all others of the same values and basic colours
does establish conclusively that the pigments used in
preparing the inks for their printing contained some
unusual ingredients, and it scems not unreasonable to
infer that they moy be identified with 1ittle, if
any, doubt, as specimens of the first Munich printings.,

I must admit that I had not heard of the explanation
that the difference of impression between the Munich
and the Berne prints was due to the Munich printing
having been on pre-demped paper, and I cannot help
feeling that it contains an element of improbability.,
Certeinly it was common practice to use pre-dampenad
paper for surface printed stamps, as this gave clearer
impressions and enhanced the brighiness of the
coloursy but in the case of embossed stamps it was
necessary to gum the paper before printing to prevent
the gum settling in pools in the hollow backs of the
reliefs, The effect of dampening paper already gummed
can be imagineds The difforences of impression may
be due to variations in the technique of preparing
the cliches or sheets from which the stamps werc
printed, but I suggest that a more probablc explana-
tion is that the pigmonts used in maeking the inks were
more finely ground at the Munich printing works than
they were at the Borne Mint, '

The next instalment of Mr, Morrison's ariticle on
the 1900 UPU issue will be continued next month,

The special postmark to be used on First Day covers
of the forthcoming Pro Juventute issue was designed
by HANS TOMAMICHEL, graphic artist of Zurich, The

design carries as the central motif a pansy (or
viola) similar to that of the 10+10 c. value.

FROM THE YORKS/LANCS GROUP:

Mr, H.,C, Tyreman, the Chairman of
the Group is known as a collector
of 01d G.Bsy but modern Swiss, and
he surprised a goodly gathering of
members, ‘when giving his 'CHAIRMAN'S
DISPLAY', by reading an excellent

- peper and showing a full range of

'Standing Helvetia', jextremely well
presented, ' ’

The well-writiten up shests showed
meny varileties including 'HELVETTA!,
"White Helvetia', pronounced re-
touches and a copy of the 9% perf.

40 c, with inverted 'V! in 'Helvetial
Meny interesting postmarks were shown,
along with the Customs cancellations
in blue and in black, both of the
shield type and also the double
circle with date inserted by pen and
ink, 'Uscd abroad! were also shown.

The Group were interested in two
drawings which Mr, Tyreman had ~
preparcd, giving the position of we

varieties and retouches of 86a, 20 c.

of 1905, and also in two Dic Proofs
on card in blacko f the 25 c, and
40 ¢, ro—engraved, '

The Chairman concludcd his display
with a show of colourcd slides of
some of the varieties and postmarks
displayed, which he had photographed.
Seen on a 40 x 30 screen in full
colour, full opportunity was given
to everybody to examine details and
it was unanimously agreed that this

| was the ideal way to prescnt and
. discuss varieties.

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD.

The 1959 SUPPLEMENT to the AMATEUR COLLECTOR STAMP
CATALOGUE of Switzerland is due to eppear on Decenber
5th, on which date 2,573 price changes will take
cffect, 2483 of which are increases!

In spite of the fact that prices of Swiss Stamps
were already raised in Switzerland and the United
States of America, during the month of September, -
we have continued to sell at the old gquotations,
but very 1ittle time remains for clients to take
advantage of this favourable situation.

To be executed at old prices, WANTS LISTS should
reach us before the publication date of the 1959
Supplement (December 5th).  Users of our 1958
Catalogue (which will be in use for at least
another 14 months) will receive the Supplement
free of charge, against stamped addressed envelope.
It is regretted that users of earlier cataloguss
cannot be served.

27, Westbury Road,

London. N. 12,

J.5. ARMSTRONG

SWISS U.N. AGENCY ISSUES

Bureau of Educationg

Nos., 1-21 at &5 mint or used
No. 22 at 6d4. mint, 8d. used
Nos. 23-28 at 22/6d. mint or used
Nos. 29-39 at 9/6d. mint or used

Health Bureau

Nos. 1-5 at 22/6d, mint or used
Nos. 6-20 at &4 7/6 mint or used
Nos. 26-31 at 7/6d4. mint or used

Nations Unies

Nos. 1~20 at £10 mint or used
No. 21 at 7/- mint or used
Nos, 22-27 at 7/6d. mint or used

Refugoes ‘
Nos., 1-8 at £4/15/- mint or used

14, Low Lane, MORECAMBE, Lancs.
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The SiLver CurGoes NorTH Haeain

LEEDS MEMBER WINS WITH ENTRY ON !'THE ORIGIN OF THE FRAMED CROSS!

Once again fog conditions adversely affected attendance on the occasion
of our Fourth Annual Cup Competition, one of the highlights of the year, and
no doubt prevented the inclusion of some entries from members who were thus
unable to attend, The total number of entries was somewhat smaller than
usual, 10 in all, but the Adjudicators, Messrs. LeN. & M, Williams, the
well-known philatelic journalists, found their task quite hard enough, being
so impressed by the general high standard that, as they said aefterwards,
they wished they could have given a prize to everyone., After much deliber-
ation they announced the results as followss

The SILVER CUP was awarded to MR, L. MOORE, of Leeds, for a superb
entry on 'THE ORIGIN OF THE FRAMED CROSS', in which the early Federal issues
were used to illustrate one of the age-old philatelic mysteries.

The 'Runner-up! was MRS. E. J, RAWNSLEY, with & well-presented display
on 'THE PROVISIONAL ISSUES's A stock-book was awarded as a prize.

Three other entries were "High Commended" by the Jurors:

1, MR. W. R. MDRRISON of Glasgow, for his beautiful presentation of
YSTRUBELI VARIETIES!

2, MR. J. NALKEB, of Huddersfield, for an unusual entry of 'POSTAGE DUES
ON COVER', a difficult subject

3. MR. P, W, STRATTON, of London, for & thematic entry on 'FAMOUS MEN',

Other entries included two on 'Varieties and Retouches of the Standing
Helvetiat's 11900 U,P.U.'5 ‘'Rayon Limitrophe Markings on Cover' and
tModern Varietiest?,

In commenting on the reasons for their choice Mr, L.N, Williams sald
he would advise competitors against following too slavishly the information
given in the catalogues since it was often apocryphal and instanced as an
example the 'missing roof! varlety on the 50 ¢, 1941 Airmail which was
commonly referred to as being the result of a woarn plate, Investigations,
now confirmed by the P,T.T., and the printers, have stablished that the
cause was dus to damp getting onto the plate before the cylinder had warmed
up sufficiently, thus preventing the ink from adhering properly; after the
cylinder had warmed up the stamps printed perfectly.

As a further hint to competitors in future contests, he said that
although they had both liked very mush the entry on !'Famous Men' they felt
in general thematic displays were so entirely different from those dealing

with stamp production and use, they should really be judged as a separate
class,

The President, Mr. E. H. Spiro, thanked the 'Willlams Brothers' for
having come slong to judge the Competition, especially in view of the
‘weather, and for their comments and suggestions, particularly in relation
‘to thematics and the idea would be borne in mind for next year.

Although the South had not succeeded in wresting the Cup from the
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North, he was sure that Members would join in
congratulating Mr. Moore on his win, Mr.Moore
is one of the founders of the Yorks/Lancs
Group and has worked unceasingly to build it
up to its present strength, holding office as
Chairman, Publicity Officer etc. and repres-—
enting the Group on the Helvetia Committse,

Ur.Spiro also congratulated the Hon,
Secretary, Mrs, Rawnsley, on achieving second
place. He thanked all those who had entered
and hoped the gallant losers would be encour-
aged to try again next year.

There being no questions from members,Mr,
M, Williams asked if anyone could help solve
another Swiss mystery, relating to a Hotel
stamp. In early editions of Zumstein's Cata-
logue the first stamp of 'RIGI-SCHEIDEGG ! was
described as being an embossed labsl, with the
name in an o ctagonal frame, of red or rose
colour, From the 13th Ed. this item was rele—
gated to a foolnote as being of doubtful
origin, No copy has ever been secn, even in
an exhibition, yet its inclusion was based on
e report published some 80 years ago in an
early copy of the 'Stamp Magazine', at & time
when there should have been much greater rea—
son for its authenticity, in which it was
stated that this stamp had now been supcrseded
by a new design and that *he proprietor of the
hotel had no supplies of the original stamp
left, " Did it ever exist or not?

Mr, Daglish, the Chairman, said this was
an interesting point and would be referred to
Mr, Hamilton, our expert on these stamps, bub
if any other member had any informaiion on
the subject perhaps they would inform us,

 TOURTST PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS:

A member has
for disposal 110 leaflets (approx. 504 of
those issued)e Price £4. Any offers?
Apply to the Hon, Secretary.,

OUTLINE MAPS OF SWITZERLAND; Through the
kindness of a member we are able to offer
small outline maps of Switzerland on thin
card, 5% x 4", suitable for illustrating
flight or reilway routes, etc, These are
available at 12/6 per 100, 6/4d, per 50 or
3/2d. per 25 plus postage (1/6&. for 100).
Orders to the Hon, Secrctary,

YORKS/LANCS GROUP ~ November meetings.

In the Annual Competition (judged by pop=
ular vote) there were 9 entries of great
variety, First Prize went to the Group's
Chairman (Mr, R.C, Tyreman) for his splendid
study of ‘'Standing Helvetiat!, A fine range

THE AMATEUR COLLE
CATALOGTUE

of -
swiTZERLAND.c 0 O O
with 1959 SUPP LEMENT
IS NOW ON SALE [=*

CTOR'S

Of the 2573 Price Changes it contains, 2483
are Price Incrcases!!

ant to-day that without this up-to-date guide
you collect completely in the darkl

You will be surprised how valuasble your SwWiss
Collection ist

full 14 months during which it will be valide.

% /94, plus 5d. post for Basic 1958
Catalogue with 1959 Supplement.

Clients slready using the 1958 Catalogue will
receive the 1959 Supplement FREZ of CHARGE
against stamped, addressed envelope.

As the 1959 Supplement is an integral part of
the 1958 Catalogue, we regret we caunot supply
it to users of earlier Catalogue mdlolons.

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD., BuP.ds, P.T.S.
'27, Wéstbgfxmggad, Loqdon, @.12.

| & member,
| 1Mclvetia! had only one (Mrs. Myers).

The Upward Trend of Swiss Stamps is so in@ort—i

Buy now and meke usé of this Catalogue for the i

" of 'Sitting Helvetiat! gained the second nrize
: for Mr, J.N. Highsted,
itaken by Mr,L, Moore with a postmark exhibit,

while third plac. .ss

On November 4th some 12 members of the
Group enjoyed a Jjoint meeting with a corres—
| ponding number of members of the Northern

| Group of 'BeAePeloPo! (British Association

| of Philately of Israel & Palestine). Iach

' side presented a joint display to the other

; and there was a most useful discussion on

i the experiences and problems of running a

| spoeialist societys BsA.P.I¢P., for instance,
| run an Amnual Conference at onc of the north~
i ern resorts in a private hotel belonging to
They had with them 4 ladies, while
How-

{ ever, Helvetic honour wes saved as Mrs,

! Myers was the only lady to present a paper

§ and display (a well-arranged show of 'Pro

| Juventute'), Rooms and tea Were generol .y
:prov1ded by the Coal Utilisation Council at

: their Leeds Centre.

J.S.ARMSTRONG

sends

CERISTUMAS GREETIDNGS

TO ALL HELVETIA MEMBERS

end willil b e at your
service 4in the
NEW TEAR
§ for a 11 regquirements
| of SWISS STAMPS

 EEEEE &

14, Low Lane, Torrisholme, Moreceambe,

Lancs, L
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U.P.U.

By WeRMorrison

TABLE I
T77A 5 Cts Green, Line Perf.
V. h/line in tab. ncor L.frame 13
Small str, on R. upper arm. 63
Small dot before L. of L'Union and
spot btw 1 and 2 wires. 113

Small o btw L and E of Jubile and
dot below btw UB of Jubils.
Small V, sir.outside top frame, and
dot outside R.frame,(wire level)
Dot above frame and D of IE, and
dot above frame and pole.
L
Small star bottom R. in tab,
Dot below arms, and
small dot in corner L, above J,
Dot outside L.frame (1 and 2 wire).
Small star on L of Postalec.
Small dot L below J.
Dot below first O of 1900,
Two small dots in tab.
Star on B of Postale.
E of IE blurred.
Small str btw IE and LAU,
Small star above globe, and
small star in top L tab,
Dot above 18 of 1875.
Dot on c¢lothes.

Dot L above L of L'Union,

L

Dot in cloud under JU. and

.dot above figure value,

: bew

Dot in bottom R corner.

13! mark in cloud above Jubile.

Small dot in c¢loud above 1 wire, and
small star in second N of Union.

Dot above U of Jubile,

Two small dots L above value 5.

First wire broken.

Circle on R shoulder,

Line from top frame over DE to L'U.
Dot R of hyphen. and

long rectouch under SELLE.

Dot in tab., and

small ster outside L frame at tab level,
Dot above outer frame above 10, and
colourless spot at L elbow.

H. h/line on R forearm.

Dot in tab R of value 5, and

dot on 7.

Dot in front of J and dot high in tab.
Small V str in first L of Universelle and
dot L of 5

163

14
64
114

164
15
65

115
165
16

66
116
166

17

67
117

18
68
118
168

19
69
119

169
20

70
120

170
21
11

121
171
22

12
122
172

23
13
123
173

90O

PART III
(Contd., from October issue)

Dot above top frame and DE.

Two dots in tab, and dot and two
small str above globe.

Small star over top frame, 0 of ON,
Star in cloud under U of Universelle,
and dot on E of Postalc.

Dot under J end Small star above globe,
Dot above wing and str at A of Postale.
Small star above frame and L of ILE,
and small star above globe.

Dot under U of Jubile.

Small dot before value 5, and

dot in scroll.

Small star over frame, B of Jub., and
dot on R shoulder.

Dot in cloud over first wire. and
colourless spot under LL.

Dot R of value 5, and

threc dots above globe.

Only three dots above globse.

Pour small dots in tab,

star I under value 5

str on 1 of 1875, and

small star before DE.

Small dot R under hyphen, and

blob under band above 9 of 1900,
Small str outside frame, band level.
Dot above btw VE, and dot R of value 5.
Dot in U of Jubilae.

Small dot in tab below 5, and

dot above bitw 00

Dot outside R frame below Postale, and
small dot in tab.

Dot over top frame and L of L'U, and
H b/linc L of value 5.

Small star L above valuc 5, and

dot under value 5.

Dot L in tab.

h/iine from R upperarm to cross, and
dot outside frame top R.

Dot on pole L under arms.

Dot in bottom insulator.

Dot R of L forearm, and

small dot L above top L corner.
Crooked h/line L of value 5.

Dot in tab L beside 5.

U of Union damaged, and

small ster R under 2 E of ELLE.

star above and R of 5.

dot top L of J. and

dot in 5 of 1875.

Small star above head.

Small star over top frame at L.

Dot in 1 N of Union and small dot L of J.

L

Small
Small

Small
Small
small

Continuode seevees



No. 124 » -

HELVETIA NEWS LETTER

December, 1958 Page 4,

24
14
124

25

75
125
175

26

76
126

176
27

77
127

177
28
78

128
178
29
19

129
179
30
80
130
180
31
81
131
181
32
82
132
182
33

83
133
183

34

84
134
184

35
85
135
185
36

86
136

186

TABLE I (Cont'd from Page 3)

Dot after D of Grasset D, 37
Four dots in tab, 87
ses 137
Dot in tab R under 5, and
dot in cloud above globe, 187
Small o on breast and dot L of J.
vee 38
Dot in cloud above globe,
Small star in sky above 1 wire, and 88
star under value 5, 138
Spot L of hyphen and dot high R in tab., 188

Dot R under value 5, and 39

small o below bottom I corner. 89
Dot outside L frame, face level. 139
Small star low in tab, and 189
small star befors U of Universelle. 40
Frame broken below Florian, and 90
dot abowve globe, 140
Small diag str under velue 5, and also

before 1875, 190
Dot under U of Jubile and dot L in 5, 41

Dot under 9 of 1900 and dot I under frame, 91
Dot outside R frame at top, and 141
small star under wvalue 5. 191
Small star low in tab and small o in arms,

ees 42
Dot below bot tom R corner,
Small o in L frame, and 92
small dot above U of Union 142
cas 192
Dot in lower L tab,
Small dot in clothes under shawl, 43
Dot btw 3 and 4 wire. 93
Small dot in cloud over 1 wire, 143
Dot btw 2 and 3 wire.
Dot on foot of value 5. 193
Dot under E of Jubile. 44
Str from top frame over B to S(elle) 94
ses 144
. o8 194
Spot outside L frame st 3 wire level. 45
Dot high at L of L'Union, and
small dot over top frame and UB. 95
Two small dots in cloud above 1 wire. 145
Spot outside R frame at wire level, and 195
H h/line under Postale. 46
Dot under J.
Small star over 1 wire at I frame. 92
e 14
Curved h/iine L freme-inscription—top
frame and dot R over 1900. 196
Small dots in cloud over R. Wires,
ces 47

Curved line on shawl L of R shoulder, eand 97

smaller semi-o @bove globe. 147
Small dot outside frame at 5 level, and 197
small dot on polé over R hand,

L X X 48
Dot before 1 of 1875, 98

Small dot on 4 wire and small str on pole.148

Small star below frame and D., and 198

small dot in 5 of 1875. 49

Dot under UB and also in cross,

h/line L of value 5, and 29

h/1ine under E of Postale. 149
oee 199

Spot outside R frame at top corner.
Small spot over frame at top L.
Small V str under N of Universelle,
dot on 3 wire,

Small star over globe near LI frame,
small doct R under value 5.

Small star in tab L of 5, and

and

and

dot under R of Universslle.
Two dots over 1 wire,

Dot
Dot
Two
Dot

over top frame and ON of Union.
on R forearm.
small dots R over wvalue 5,
L under 1 of 1875.
Two small dots outside frame at tab
Dot over value 5.
Large spot in globs under arms,
Small dot in teb R of 5, and the 8 of
1875 and first 0 of 1900 damgd.
V str under second 0 of 1900.
Thin B h/line under bottom frame.
¢
Dot outside L frame at +tab, .
Thick V str through 5, and © e
small dot over globe, :
Dot bitw wires under Postale, and
dot in cover over 1900.
Dot above fop frame and UB.
[ N ]
Dot under value 5, and diag str
from 1 wire to SElee).
Small star in tab at lefit.
Str in B of Postale,
Small star over value 5, and
dot in R of Universelle,.
Dot over wing.
Small dot left under valus 5.
S+tr, under L of Postale.

level,

[N )
Dot on R insulator and dot on pole at arms
H lines under boittom frame, and
three small dots L under 5. g
Small star at fist 0 of 1900,
Dot under 5 of 1875.
Dot in cloud under J, and small star
outside frame by arms. ‘
Diag h/ﬁine under J.
Smell star in the cloud, and
star R over 5 of 1875.
Dot I under 1 of 1875, and dot on
1 of 18750
Dot outside R frame at arch.
Dot L over J.
h/line high L in tab, and dot over 5.

o~

" Dot in ribbon R of L forsarm, and

dot after D of Grassst,
Dot top R in tab under 4 wire.
Dot outeide L frame.
Small dot over 1 of 1900.
se0 9
Small dot on O of Postale, and smell
dot low in tab,
Spot in clothes R of tab,

Spot outside lower frame under scroll.

(to be continued)
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