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Updated article from the publication in the Schweizerische Briefmarkenzeitung

SBZ No. 9-11/2019

The Ortspost and Poste Locale with and without cross surround, especially the Poste Locale 14 |l

and the cross surround on the Rayon stamps.
Part I: The Local Post and Poste Locale
1. Introduction

The Poste Locale without cross surround 14 11 is
probably the rarest stamp on covers after the
special numbers 17 1, 16 | and 16 Il with inverted
yellow printing.

The original number of issues is not exactly known,
but has been estimated by experts at around
10,000 copies.

Genuine unused pieces are so rare that they are
not even listed in the Swiss Stamp Catalogue
(SBK), with the note: "This stamp practically
does not occur unused", although there are
certainly some examples.

Among the largest remaining units, one counts the
block of four for the 14 IlI, of which only 3 are
known today.

Block of four Poste Locale 14 Il with removed,

red chalk cancellation that runs in the cross.

Largest known unit.

Ex. Collection Ferrari, Burrus, Seebub.

Today, 2 blocks of four with red chalk cancellation, a
block of four with Swiss rhombus and a strip of three
with red chalk cancellation (BF 38-40) are known as
the largest units so far.

Source: Collection Seeland

Among the sister stamps, the local post, the largest
unit to be listed is a block of eight of the local post
13 I with cross surround (CS).

These two units were once part of the world's
largest stamp collection of Philippe de Ferrari,
which was sold by forced auction in Paris in the
1920s.

Block of eight 13 I with original gum, mounting lines and
impression of the red print on the reverse.
Largest known unit. Ex. Ferrari Collection

An apparently unused unit which has been franking
invalidated with three, almost faded, vertical ink lines,
presumably archive unit.

The two known blocks of four with ink cancellation as well
as the strip of three all show original red chalk
cancellation as well. It may be assumed that these units
were never carried by mail on a cover.



One of the greatest experts in this matter was

Dr. Herbert Munk, who in his studies Remarks on
the Poste Locale 1941 and 1950 solved many
mysteries about the first federal stamps and
determined the printing stones and field positions.

He had the following material at his disposal for his
studies at that time:

141 single stamps of the different types
8 pairs of types 7+8 and 15+16

1 strip of four

4 blocks of four

He found out the subtypes in the printing stones,
which also occur in the 14 | with KE and came to
the conclusion that the fine printing of the 14 1,
also called first printing, was printed as an off-type
directly from the original stone, which otherwise
means a violation of the rules of the art of
lithography, since the original stone must always
remain untouched and is clearly distinguished from
the working stone or printing stone in its function.

This evaluation of the production of the stamps with
fine printing from the original stone is not shared by
all experts today. Bernhard Geiser, for example,
considers it unimaginable that a lithographer would
take this risk, since this would represent a felony in
terms of printing technology. He sees the fine prints
of the 14 | as the result of a first printing block,
which was replaced by Carl Durheim with a new
printing stone because of the too fine border lines
on the crest and the resulting technical printing
problems. Both theses are therefore possible.

Further investigations are therefore necessary to
find out where these fine imprints come from and
why they are so far only known for Poste Locale 14
I. The paper also looks different. The printing is
generally less intense and appears rather gray
compared to the later editions. On the other hand,
all the details of the decorations, such as the post
horn above the Swiss coat of arms, are clearer and
finer. However, the red color of the coat of arms
mostly appears paler.

Source: Collection Seeland

Were these stamps printed with a different color or
less ink application ? How big is the occurrence of
these fine prints ? Are these fine prints from proof

sheets ? This topic needs further research.

Actually, today the order of the Zumstein numbers
should be different, since Dr. Munk has proven that
the Poste Locale 14 | was printed with the fine
print before the Ortspost. So far, this fine print
only exists for the Poste Locale.

D 3 )
Ortspost with CS 13 | Ortspost without CS 13 11
unused Unused with shifted red
print

First printing of the Poste
Locale with CS 14 |

Poste Locale with CS 14 |
unused with beginning of 5
neighbor stamps as well as
sheet margin below, type 37

Poste Locale without CS 14 II
Later, last edition from 1851
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Covers with Ortspost 13 1 and 13 1l

Cover with a block of six
Ortspost 13 | with CS as 15
Rappen franking from Schanis to
Kaltbrunn dated 29.10.1850 with
PP cancellation from St. Gallen.
4 covers known.

Ex. Anderegg Collection

Cover with a sheet of six of the Ortspost.

13 1l without CS as 15 Rappen franking from
Erlenbach to Thun dated 05.10.1850. This rather
rare stamp was cancelled only with two

PP cancels in the box. Only known block of six
of the local mail without CS.

2 covers known.

Ex. Anderegg Collection

. A beautiful franking of 15 Rappen of Ortspost 13 |
| with CS as single stamps lined up from Baden to
21 Vevey dated 05.06.1851.

| Ex. Anderegg Collection.

A total of 2 covers with a block of 6 (cf. above) and
- 2 covers with 6 stamps as strip franking exist, of
which this cover and another cover from Landeron to
Cerlier with 3 horizontal pairs dated 26 November
1850 (cf. image below).
4 covers known.

Source: Collection Seeland
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Cover with 6-strip franking of
Ortspost 131 with CS from 3
horizontal pairs from Landeron to
Cerlier dated 26 November 1850,
cancelled with 5 PP in the circle
(AW 313). Unique use of
Ortspost stamps in the Neuchétel
postal district.

4 covers known.

Chargé cover with block of four
of Ortspost 13 | with CS as 10
Rappen franking from Mury/AG
to Waldhé&usern dated
03.04.1851. Four Aargau rhombs
cancel these stamps.

Ex. Anderegg Collection

17 covers known.

Covers with Poste Locale 141 and 141
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Source: Collection Seeland

Cover with block of four Poste Locale
14 | with CS from Aarwangen to Biren
dated 01.02.1851 with double
cancellation by 4 PD and centered
double circle cancel of Aarwangen.

Like Solothurn and Wangen a.A.,
Aarwangen belonged to the postal district
of Basel.

27 covers known.

Ex. Anderegg Collection



Cover with strip franking of 6 with 3 pairs of
Poste Locale 141 with CS from Locle to Moutier
dated March 20, 1851, cancelled with 5 PP
cancels in circle (AW 313).

6 covers known.

1411/14l This cover is an absolute world rarity of the

Poste Locale, since on the same letter 2
stamps of the Poste Locale 14 | with CS and
14 11 without CS (types 3,12) above and below
combined, franked from Biren a.A. to
Trachselwald with date 20.09.1851, date stamp
touching the upper right stamp.

Unique.

Ex. Collection Anderegg
141/1411

Cover with 2 single stamps of the Poste
Locale without CS 14lI (types 24 and 26),
cancelled with centrally applied Swiss rhombus
leaving the right stamp free of cross from
Wailflingen with bar cancel to Ellikon an der
Thur/TG, dated 27 November 1851.

5 covers known.

Quelle: Collection Seeland



2. the historical origins and introduction of the first federal stamps

These first federal stamps Ortspost and Poste
Locale were printed by the Carl Durheim
lithography company in Bern using the stone
printing process. They were delivered in the
course of 1850 and officially issued by the Post
Office on

1 October 1850. All covers with an earlier date of
use are called semi-cantonal covers.

By a circular of the Federal Council dated

April 5, 1850, the existing 11 district postal
directorates were authorized to introduce local
postal services in 36 larger localities and to
designate additional localities as needed. In these
localities, a reduced postal rate of 2.5 centimes for
letters up to half a pound (7.8 g) and for printed
matter was applied to local postal traffic. The initial
36 localities designated by the General Postal
Directorate of Berne were:

Postal district

l. Geneva (incl. Nyon/VD)

[I.  Lausanne (incl. FR and VS)
. Bern

IV.  Neuchétel (incl. Parts of the canton
Bern from the left side of Lake Biel
to the north without the Laufental)

V. Basel (incl. SO, BL, Laufental,
Wangen, Aarwangen)

VI.  Aarau (incl. Olten)
VII. Luzern (incl. UR, NW, OW, Teile SZ)
VIII.  Zirich (incl. ZG, SH, TG)

IX. St. Gallen (incl. GL, AR, Al, Teile Sz,
without Sargans)

X.  Chur (Kanton GR and Sargans without
Misox, Calanca)

XI.  Bellinzona (incl. Misox/Calanca)

Place with local post

(not listed)

Lausanne, Vevey, Nyon, Fribourg

Bern, Burgdorf, Thun

Neuenburg, Biel, Le Locle, La Chaux-de-Fonds

Basel, Solothurn

Aarau, Zofingen, Lenzburg, Baden
Luzern, Schwyz, Altdorf

Zurich, Winterthur, Richterswil, Wadenswil,
Zug, Schaffhausen, Frauenfeld

St. Gallen, Rorschach,
Altstatten, Rapperswil, Wattwil

Chur

Bellinzona, Lugano, Locarno

It should be pointed out that the postal district of
Geneva is not listed in this enumeration of the
36 localities according to Mirabaud/Reuterskiold
in the district letter, which is surprising and
raises questions about the reason.

Perhaps the explanation lies in the fact that
Geneva, as an intended, large customer of the
Poste Locale, rejected it for the time being and
preferred to continue to use its stock of
temporary stamps of Vaud 5 and Neuchatel,
which were valid as franking for the local
postage of 2.5 centimes, and therefore returned
the initiative delivery of the Poste Locale 14 |
over 20,000 pieces of 10 May 1850 already on
18 May 1850 back to Berne, which certainly
upset the demand planning of the postal
directorate of Berne.

It is therefore not surprising that the Poste
Locale 14 | is later found mainly in German-
speaking areas from the canton of Bern
eastwards and especially in the district postal
directorate of St. Gallen and Zurich.

However, it is also possible that Geneva was not
listed in the ordinance of the Federal Council
precisely because it was known that Geneva
wanted to use up the Waadt 5 for the time being
and the 20,000 pieces were delivered to Geneva
by mistake.

An important reason for the non-acceptance of
the Poste Locale in Geneva can in addition be
found in the exchange rate of 3.57 centimes or
rounded 4 centimes, which was unfavorable and
too complicated.



According to the conversion chart of the Federal
Council of December 26, 1849, in power as of
January 1, 1850, the Poste Locale 14l of 2.5
Rappen should have been sold at 5 centimes.
The Geneva postal directorate used these
mainly for print covers, which is why these
stamps were issued cheapened at 2.5 centimes
as of February 1851. In Geneva, only 44 covers
with the 141 are known (rate 0.37%), besides 3
covers with Ortspost stamps, which were posted
from abroad to Geneva (2 with 13l1, 1 with 13lI).
The first day in Geneva for the 14l is 8.3.1851
and the last day 19.5.1853, which was
exceptional. Also the Rayon | dark blue of 5
centimes, which was officially sold at 5
centimes, was also sold at a reduced price. The
remaining rayon stamps were sold in Geneva at
the Federal Council's conversion rate.

From 1850, the Ortspost and Poste Locale
stamps were also used as 2.5 Rappen franking
in Switzerland but also in other locations such
as: Zweisimmen (1851), Unterseen (1850),
Diessenhofen (1850), Langenthal (1850), Mury
(1851), Brugg (1851), Horgen (1851), Aarburg
(1851), Rheinfelden (1851), Porrentruy (1851),
Dattlikon (1851), Carouge (1851), Thusis (1851),
Lachen (1851). This list is not final.

Depending on the geographical use, these
Federal stamps, as ambassadors of the united
Switzerland, were also supposed to unite the
country postally, which is why for German-
speaking Switzerland the stamp was designed
as Ortspost and for French-speaking
Switzerland and Ticino these were issued as
Poste Locale. However, the use of stamps and
the application of these according to the
geographical language regions was not strictly
followed, so that Post Locale stamps were very
often also used in German-speaking
Switzerland.

Postal district |13 1 1311 14| 14 11

| Geneva (21.5.51)* | (18.7.51)* | 08.03.51 | -

Il Lausanne - - 28.06.50 | 09.06.51
Il Bern 02.07.50 |01.10.50 |28.02.51 |01.07.51
IV Neuchatel 15.07.51 (12.11.50 |01.11.50 |-

V Basel 09.10.50 |12.09.50 |08.11.50 |(11.7.51)*
VI Aarau 30.10.50 |04.02.51 |14.05.51 |17.09.51
VIl Luzern 26.10.50 |06.11.50 |13.04.51 |-

VIl Zirich 01.10.50 [09.05.50 |05.12.50 |07.04.51
IX St. Gallen 15.06.50 |01.07.50 |03.10.50 | (31.8.51)
X Chur 27.11.50 |31.10.50 |- -

Xl Bellinzona - 06.03.51 |30.09.51 |-

Itis also unclear why, with the exception of

St. Gallen from June 15, 1850, these stamps
came into circulation late in the various postal
districts, partly only from September or October.
The data in Ticino must be examined more
closely, since a first use before March 1851
certainly exists

3. The distribution of deliveries

According to archive records, the Lucerne
postal district received 4,000 Ortspost stamps
on May 1, 1850. On May 10, 1850, we record
deliveries to the postal districts of Geneva,
Lausanne, Neuchétel, Aargau, St. Gallen,
Chur and Bellinzona of the Ortspost stamps 13
Il respectively Poste Locale 14 1.

On 18 May 1850, St. Gallen already received a
second delivery of 8,000 stamps, presumably
Ortspost stamps without and with CS.

On May 31, 1850, Bern received a delivery of
16,000 Ortspost stamps, although doubts are
raised about the delivery date and quantities,
since some deliveries from 1850-1852 were not
recorded.

On September 21, 1850, Basel received 8,000
and Zurich 28,000 stamps as the first
delivery of Ortspost stamps 13 Il and 13 1.
There is also proof of deliveries of Poste Locale
stamps.

In 1850, 164'000 Ortspost and 76'000 Poste
Locale were delivered, a total of 240'000
pieces.

It was not until February 7, 1851 that Geneva
received a single delivery of Poste Locale 14 |
stamps of 12'000 pieces. From this date, some
2.5 Rappen frankings with Poste Locale 14 |
stamps can be found.

By March 2, 1851, the quantities of
Ortspost/Poste Locale delivered to the postal
directorates reached another 72,000 pieces
(48,000 Ortspost/24,000 Poste Locale).

* Numbers in parentheses have only 1 cover
and were presumably added to the postal district
and posted there as e.g. 131/13ll posted
forwarded in Geneva.

Data marked in bold = first use per issue



On March 2, 1851, Zurich received another large
shipment of 40,000 pieces, Neuchatel

20'000 pieces and St. Gallen 12'000 pieces. The
first use of the 14 1l on April 7, 1851 was a letter

from Aadorf/TG to Thundorf with a pair of 14 1l and

a Rayon 15 II. Due to the registered uses, it may
now be assumed that these three deliveries
contained the first Poste Locale without cross
surround.

It is not known exactly when the various
Ortspost and Poste Locale stamps were
available in the various post offices. However,
relevant is the first delivery of the stamps to the
11 district postal directorates and especially then
the fine distribution by these to the 36 locations
as well as other places, which were added later
and could be extended by the cantonal postal
directorates themselves.

Therefore, one can pragmatically focus on
the first use of the stamps on letters, which
can be considered as certain proof of the first
use. According to the Honegger database, the
date for the Ortspost with cross surround (13
) is June 15, 1850 (in the SBK 16 July 1850)
and for the Ortspost without cross surround
(13 11) already 9 May 1850 as date (SBK 16 May
1850) and thus of course already before the
Ortspost with CS (13 I) came into circulation.

For the Poste Locale with cross surround 14 |,
no exact date of introduction has been defined in
the SBK so far, which is why the official postal
date of the Confederation, October 1, 1850, has
been taken for the stamp introduction so far, on
which also the first intercantonal federal stamps,
the Rayon | and Il, were used and thus serve as
date of birth, which is actually not correct,
because the first use in Lausanne was
already on June 28, 1850.

The date in the SBK would therefore have to be
corrected accordingly.

An exact inventory of the covers listed between
1'400 and 1'550 will give us more precise
information in the future. Also the exact dates
with the different printing stones 14 1, 13 1, 13 i
are not yet known in detail.

It is assumed that from these printing blocks
onwards, printing took place in the above-
mentioned order, but the finished printed
sheets were stacked consecutively on top of
each other and delivered to the post office at
the same time, so that the use was just the
other way round, since 13 Il was at the top of the
stack.

The shifted types of the Ortspost

In the case of Ortspost, the lithographic stones
in the two outer printing stone rows were so
badly worn that the printer did not replace the
two outer vertical rows by making a new printing
stone, as is usually the case, but instead made
them directly on the last printing stone used, by
duplicating and replacing the first vertical row on
the left with types 3-35 and the last row on the
right with types 7-39, so that then type pairs
3+2, 11+10, 19+18, 27+26, 35+34, or 7+7,
15+15, 23+23, 31+31, 39+39 could be created.

This led to the so-called shifted types on the
Ortspost stamps, which are well visible on pairs
or larger units, but also on certain single stamps,
due to the larger distances to the neighboring
stamp.

11|10 (11|12 |13 |14 |15 |15

191181920 (21|22 |23|23

27 |26 27128293031 |31

3534|3536 |37|38|39|39




The printing sheet

According to the standard work Mirabaud/
Reuterskiéld, a printed sheet contained 2.40
resp. 4x40 stamps and therefore max. 160
stamps with a four times replicated printing block
of 40 types each. The Ortspost and Poste
Locale however were printed on printing blocks
of 40 and initially delivered to the post office
counters in this sheet size, before these were
later delivered in units of 20. Here, too, opinions
differ, since possibly only a 2x40 format was
printed, as later with the Rayon | dark blue. It
happened that pairs were used cut over the
center of the sheet.

which is much rarer and means a surcharge in
value.
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Traces of cross surrounds

There are also stamps with remaining traces of
cross surrounds in the Ortspost and Poste
Locale, which therefore proves that the original
mother stone, but also the printing stone all had
at first cross surrounds.

Cover with a triple strip of
Ortspost 13 | with types 6,7,7
as shifted types with the
larger group distance after the
second stamp from the left,
dated 28 November 1851 from
St. Gallen to Alt St. Johann.

20 covers known.

‘/ Ex. Anderegg Collection
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Some frankings with the Poste Locale 14 |

~ BULLETIN

DE LA

CLASSE D’AGRICULTURE,

DE LA

SOCIETE DES ARTS DE GENBEVE,

N 198.—1850.

v T oY =

.....

e conservant une récolte qui- ne fit pas trap infévienre i la
moyenne des années précédentes.

Le commencement du mois de février 1847, sans avoir 616 trés-
froid, ayait é1é bromeux; durant plusicurs jours un givre assez
mtense se formait tous les matins, pour fondre insensiblement au
milieu du jour. o

11 érait tombé le 7 février 54 6 ligues deneige, qui fondit, ainsi
que le givre, pendant la journée; 4 la tombée do la nuit, il com-,

Axxge 1850,

4
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Bulletin de la Classe d'Agriculture No 198-1850
presumably sent with Postal ribbon by Poste Locale
14 1, cancelled by Geneva grid rhombus. Since
Geneva officially received 12'000 Poste Locale
stamps only on February 7, 1851, this cover
raises interesting questions about the exact date
of shipment and the origin of this stamp, which
was certainly possible as a larger dispatch of
this printed matter by subscription in Geneva
with Geneva grid rhombus cancellation only
from 17.1.-7.8.1851 (introduction of the federal
rhombus as of 7.8.1851). The grid rhombus (AW
101) originates from France and was used there
until the end of 1851. A total of 44 covers with 14 |
mailed in Geneva, 42 of which in the period March-
November 1851.

L

- - -
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Cover with Poste Locale 14 | cancelled by round
stamp Vevey 31.01.1851 as ribbon to M. le Syndic
de la Commune d'Ormont-dessous.

Source: Collection Seeland

Cover from Geneva to En Ville with Poste Locale
14 | dated October 11, 1851, rare use as Geneva
franked mainly Waadt 5 and Neuenburg.

10



4. The Poste Locale 14 Il without CS

As the last stamp, the Poste Locale without
cross surround 14 Il was reprinted as an
emergency solution and actually not as a
foreseen special edition in 1851, since the stock
of stamps before the currency reform and the
introduction of the new postal rates on 1.1.1852
was no longer sufficient and therefore had to be
issued as an unscheduled temporary edition.
So far, a cover from Aadorf dated April 7, 1851
is known as the date of first use in this case.

Actually, both the printer and the postal
directorate in Bern were already busy with the
preparation and printing of the Rayon | light blue
of 5 Rappen (March 30, 1851) and the Rayon
Nos. 18 and 19 of 15 Rappen (official
introduction date January 1, 1852). The 14 1l
had therefore been printed like an unwanted
child as an unplanned last edition, which
makes the rarity and the interest in the Poste
Locale without cross surround 14 1l even
greater, since this emergency solution had only
a short life span. The edition numbered so far at
10,000 stamps is a pure estimate, not
substantiated in detail, which can be statistically
proven due to the small amount of evidence.

It could also have been much less on the
grounds that they were still printing what the
Post Office effectively needed in quantity for the
remainder of the period before the currency
reform with the previously edited printing block
(removal of the cross border) without risking a
reserve and thus wasting money

Source: Collection Seeland
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The Post Office was already planning to
withdraw all stamp stocks as part of the
introduction of the currency reform and the
new postal rates.

The reissue of the 2.5 Rappen stamps was no
longer planned as of 1.1.1852, since broken
Rappen as letter postage did not correspond to
the new rate. Only Geneva was allowed to
continue using its local stamps, such as
remaining stocks of the Waadt 5 and the
Neuenburg (issued 9 August 1851), after
1.1.1852 and also to use the Poste Locale
stamps as 5 centime franking in the entire
postal district except Céligny (cf. directive of
the Bern postal directorate of 9 December
1851).

It is not yet on record whether Ortspost and
Poste Local stamps were also returned to Bern
when the currency reform and the new postal
rates were introduced on 1.1.1852 during the
"stampless period" from 25.12. to 31.12.1851.
Presumabily, the stock of stamps was completely
used up except for a few unused stamps, which
survived for collectors' purposes or were kept in
the archives of the post office and cancelled with
red chalk lines.

At least, no Ortspost or Poste Locale stamps
are listed in the destruction protocol of the
postal directorate in Bern, even though a
single exceptional case is known from the
Neuenburg postal directorate district (Moutier
post office) which, in addition to some rayon
stamps, sent back 100 Poste Locale of 2.5
Rappen late to Bern on January 7, 1852.

Cover with a mixed franking of 7.5
Rappen with stamps 17 11/14 1|
Type 13, cross free cancelled with
federal rhombuses, dated 12
September 1851 from Amriswil to
Bolthausen near Weinfelden. 11
covers known.

Ex. Anderegg Collection



5. The plating of Poste Locale 14 1l

There was an earlier attempt to plate the Poste Erich Bartschi has set himself the goal in 2018 of
Locale 14 Il. It is today proven that the initiator at plating the 14 II. An absolutely crazy and

that time was the great collector Alfred impossible to realize idea, one would think.
Lichtenstein, who succeeded then in assembling However, reality shows that tireless effort, energy,
32 of 40 fields, in which the second block of four willpower, time and last but not least the

from the former Burghard collection with also appropriate means and the better networking
removed reddish lines with field positions 27/28 today, as so often in life, lead to success. Erich
and 35/36 as well as a pair with field positions Bartschi has succeeded in 2021 in collecting all 40
33/34 (former collection W. Hauser, Lucerne) as types of the 14 Il without CS, which is an

well as a block of four with federal rhombuses with  absolute top achievement and means that Erich
field positions 7/8 and 15/16 were part of the Bartschi as known collector of old Switzerland has
reconstruction. Despite the use of 2 blocks of four accomplished something that was denied to the
and a pair, only 32 fields could be reconstructed. legendary Alfred Lichtenstein.

6. New discovery: Museal 15 Rappen franking of the 14l from Bulach from 1851
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The rediscovery and confirmation of the so far largest franking with Poste Locale 141l with 3 pairs of
Poste Locale without CS from Bulach to Hintwangen/ZH from 1851 by the district court of Bilach
with types 1+2, 3+4 and 27+28 ideally cancelled with two vertical federal rhombuses and leaving all
crosses free is considered a novelty of the year 2022. From Bilach 2 other covers with the 141l are
known. 1 letter from Builach to Kloten dated 11.10.1851 as well as a piece of cover with later detached
date stamp from Bulach dated 12.10.1851. Due to the introduction of the rhombus obligation as of 16
August 1851, this cover can therefor at least be assigned to the period August-December 1851. The
two other uses of 14ll in Bulach narrow down the time to October-December.

Largest franking so far and unique.

Attests: Weid, Rellstab, Marchand 2022, cf. SBZ report 2022/12, p. 516/517.

The significant cover was sold as lot 41 at the 18th L. Miro auction in Paris in 1956.
With 23 of the 43 or 54% 14II covers known so far, Zurich postal district VIII clearly leads the statistics.

Source: Collection Seeland
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7. The covers of the Poste Locale 14 1l

The SBK 2023 lists as single franking a total of 12
covers with one or more Poste Locale 14 Il and 24
mixed frankings. Richard Schéfer mentions in his
study

1. Schweizer Bundesmarken from 2018 only 9
pure 14 Il covers and in return 24 mixed frankings,
which already makes the entry into the topic
exciting, since the inventory of these covers
already differs. The other sources Corinphila card

index and Honegger Philatelie AG as well as our
own research and review of the individual auction
catalogs will give us more information about this in
the future, so that we will also get an even more
substantiated picture here.

As an interim result, after consulting the central
knowledge source Corinphila card index, we
can provisionally summarize the following covers:

8. Ortspost and Poste Locale covers

Comparing the previous data from the SBK and
R. Schéfer sources, we currently get the
following volume of Ortspost and Poste Locale
covers:

No. Covers |Franking
Pure covers with 14 |l stamps 7 Porto 2.5 Rappen
Covers with two 14 Il stamps or mixed frankings with 14 | 7 Porto 5 Rappen
Pure 14 Il cover (3 stamps) 1 Porto 7.5 Rappen
Mixed frankings with Rayon 17 Il covers 11 Porto 7.5 Rappen
Mixed franking with 2x14 1l + Rayon 15 1| 3 Porto 10 Rappen
Pure 14 Il cover with originally 4, today 2 stamps 1 Porto 10 Rappen
Mixed frankings with 14 | or Rayon 17 5 Porto 10 Rappen
Mixed frankings with Rayon 16 Il or 17 Il 11 Porto 12.5 Rappen
Pure 14 Il cover (6 stamps) not in SBK 1 Porto 15 Rappen
Total 43

Ortspost/Poste Locale Pure frankings Mixed franking Database COS First use
Stamp SBK | Schafer | SBK Schafer | Pure Mixed

131 328 324 197 204 In progress 15.06.1850
1311 159 146 95 99 In progress 09.05.1850
141 532 444 294 280 In progress 28.06.1850
1411 12 9 24 24 15 28 07.04.1851
A to SBK 14 I -3 +3 +4

Total Covers 1031 923 610 607

A SBK/Schéfer +108 +3

The figures are to be understood as interim results subject to further investigations, as some covers are
currently still in review. Currently we count 43 dated covers with 141l compared to 36 listed in the SBK.

Total according to SBK 2023 (1031+610)

1’641 Covers

Total according to R. Schafer (923+607)

1'530 Covers

A +111 Covers
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Part Il: The Rayon stamps

rev. Dez. 2022

1. The proofs with and without cross surrounds (CS) on the Durheim issues.

The cross borders, which were originally
intended to surround the white Swiss cross as a
fine fillet, were often not printed to fit exactly and
often drifted within the Swiss crest opposite the
white cross, which caused the General Post
Office Directorate in Bern for this reason, but
mainly for heraldic reasons (official Swiss cross
has no border), to request the printer to remove
the black contours.

This led to the reworking of the printing blocks
by erasing the black outlines by the printer.
Based on the stamps of the various printing
stones examined to date, we may consider it
certain that originally all printing stones of the
Ortspost, Poste Locale and also Rayon | and Il
had a cross border.

The discovery of the cross surround on Rayon Il
was made in 1882 by Robert Deyhle (1859-
1933), stamp dealer in Bern and editor of the
Swiss lllustrated Stamp Newspaper. Previously,
it was believed that the cross surrounds existed
only on proofs, as can be seen to some extent in
the illustrations below. Deyhle owned a single
stamp of the 16 | with CS and bar cancel INS,
type 7 and knew that there were other copies of
it.

But it is also interesting to wonder why there
are rayon proofs without a cross border,
such as 15 P4, 15 P5, 15 P6 or 16 P2.

Proofs of the rayon stamps from the metamorphosis of the Ortspost or Poste Locale stamps

15 P6 without CS

15 P7 with CS

Source: Collection Seeland

Proof in the final phase of Rayon Il 16 P3
with CS as a block of four with sheet edge
at the top. The piece at the poste office was
exchanged for Strubel stamps in Bern,
which brought the owner a criminal
complaint, because this stamp was never
issued.

The trial print item stored in the criminal
files was deleted from the court files for the
second time and is therefore one of the few
items which came onto the market twice as
stolen goods.



Largest preserved proof sheet top of Rayon |

layout cross at the top after the 4th stamp, which was on display at the Museum of Communication in 2018 in

the exhibition "Extreme". Only the bottom row is missing from the sheet of 40.

One of the few preserved Rayon proof units of 15 P3 sheet top with 32 stamps of Rayon | dark blue with
Ex. Honegger Philately Ltd.
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15 I with CS and sheet edge top

Cover dated 01.06.1851 with both types of Rayon |

and 15 Il without CS with sheet edge left with blue PP cancellation from Bern to

Delémont. Ex. Anderegg collection

Source: Collection Seeland
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Some mixed frankings with Ortspost and Poste Locale

Beautiful three-color franking
Ortspost 13 | with 15 Il and pair
16 Il cash on delivery letter of
27.5 Rappen from Chur to
Schuls dated 27 November 1850
with four blue Chur grid
diamonds.

Unique

ﬂal/ua/un«)t/w/.’g’@f
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. 125 Rappen franking with two Rayon | 15 Il and
i Poste Locale 14 |, cancellation of the stamp with
3 bar cancels from Biel to Bern dated
13.10.1850. Biel belonged to the postal district
Neuchéatel at that time and was therefore assigned
Poste Locale 14 I. Unique

Cover with 20 Rappen franking with

\g four stripes of the Poste Locale 14
) | (types 9-12) and Rayon 16 Il from
: #EL St. Gallen to Wallenstadt dated 27
e R s : oy May 1851, cancelled with black P.P.
— [ sz ren nrala g % Ex. Collection Anderegg. Unique.
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Source: Collection Seeland 16



2. Therayon Il yellow 16 | with CS

The Rayon with complete CS, which we know,
are with the 16 | from the printing stones Al and
A3 and with the Rayon 17 | from the printing
stone B2. We assume that advance proofs
were made of these stones, which later came
into circulation at the post office.

1850
Stone A1 2x 40 - 16 | 18 pieces known so far
Stone A2 4x 40 13 lose stamps, 1 A and 4
Stone A3 4x 40 - 16 |1 29 pieces known so far
18 lose stamps, 2 pairs, 2
1 A with 2% pairs and
1 X with stripe of 3 (MfK)

From 1851
Stone B 4x 40
Stone B1 4x 40

From 1852

Stone D 4x 40
Stone E 4x 40

| (AW 282) Unique.

-~ Cover with a horizontal

2 1/3-pair of Rayon 16 |
stone A3-LU, types 3 and 4
and to the left a type 2

PD cancellation in oval

Ex. Collection Anderegg

rev. Dez. 2022

Given the small quantity of Rayon Il (16 I) with
cross surround and Rayon | light blue (17 1) so
far, and the low survival rate of these folded
covers, probably no more than 2-3 sheets per
stamp entered circulation before the stone was
reworked.

In the case of the Rayon Il yellow 16 Il, a total
of 7 printing stones are known today, which
are classified chronologically as follows:

Single stamp 16 | stone

A1-U with sheet edge at bottom,
type 37, with cross-free

PP cancellation, PK VIII (Zurich).
Slightly shifted upwards cross
surround, with significant line on
the top left of the cross.

Single stamp 16 | Stone A3-LU, type 7 with shifted CS
with cancellation by bar stamp INS.. The stamp was
originally a pair with another single stamp with bar cancel
INS, type 8, still preserved today (compare front page
SBZ No. 5-6 2019). According to Emil Rellstab "most
beautiful known piece".
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Two covers from the Charbonnier archive with Rayon Il with CS

From the world famous
Charbonnier archive, 4 covers

AND : with a Rayon Il with KE stone Al
Al TS, v are known so far. All went from
PR g Grandson to Aubonne to
N ,://‘ Monsieur R. Charbonnier, a
: W ‘
A e B customer of the sender M.
72 : 2/ ~© °  Lambert.

' This cover is cancelled with a PP
transferring to the letter, where
/ the cross remains very visible.
¢ 277 ZZZE - Date, 10.10.1851.
: Stone Al1-U, type 26

Another letter from M. Lambert from

,f-l'f‘«:,‘),f Grandson from the Charbonnier

= At | archive with a 16 | was cancelled with

kM : a PP and dated 15.10.1851, above
N /, attachment of the neighboring stamp.

This stamp is from stone Al-U, type
: 25 and is therefore the left
, (L% neighboring stamp to the previous

= cover of 10.10.1851, as the cut edge
matches. According to the certificate
of H. Munk of November 1, 1949, all
three stamps from the covers to M.
Charbonnier are from the same
sheet, so is the cover of 10/2/1851
(type 34, A 1-U).

Source: Collection Seeland
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3. The "upside down yellow print»

A special variety of different origin is the so-called
upside down yellow print 16 Il 1.06, the Rayon II
stone A1, which is due to an error in the printing
company by presumably two printing sheets of 80
stamps each inserted upside down. On this
inverted sheet, the yellow print of the stamp with
the adjustment of the Swiss crest is inverted in the
fit, resulting in white areas above as well as mainly
to the right of the Swiss crest. Below are two
examples of this misprint.

Both originate from Basel, where these sheets
were delivered. According to the Honegger-
Philatelie database, 14 stamps with upside down
yellow printing are known so far.

- e

Cover from Basel to Adelboden dated 26.11.1850, cancelled

with a black Franco, with white spots on the top and right of

the Swiss crest. Two covers are known so far. 16 Il, stone A1

U, type 39

rev. Dez. 2022

7 pieces with "Franco" of Basel, 1 piece with blue
"PP", 1 piece each with black PD and PP in oval
and 1 piece with an ink cancellation. Furthermore,
over all 3 stamps on cover or letter piece are
known with dates of 26.11., 17.12.1850 as well as
atriple franking (16 11, 15 Il and 13 1) of
16.10.1850.

However, it is also possible that the collectors
have not yet examined their stock enough and
therefore more could be added. Presumably, the
printer noticed the error but, as the responsible
printer of the day, he did not report it. This variety
was discovered in 1958 by philatelist Werner
Stéadeli.

down yellow print, cancelled with black Franco
with white spot above the coat of arms

The variety of philatelic treasures of the Al printing stone

The most interesting and at the same time most valuable stone among the 7 Rayon Il printing stones is

the stone Al, which spoils us philatelically:

the 16 | with KE with so far 18 known pieces (220'000, 440'000)

the inverted yellow printing with so far 14 known pieces (150'000, 300'000)

the tobacco colored rayon with the 4 color shades (up to 20'000, up to 35'000)
other varieties like the oily CS, the double print of the red crest, the flame Posthorn

(Al-U, T38), the color spot above the A of Rayon (A1-O, T26) with the corresponding retouching

(161l Ret. 2 and 3)
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rev. Dez. 2022

4. The Rayon | light blue 17 | with CS

For the Rayon | 17 | light blue, we know the As former 15 | and 15 Il printing stones, printing
complete cross surround so far only for the B2 stones A2 and A3 had already undergone the
printing block. Before that, however, the A2/A3/B1  transformation by removal of the cross surround.
printing blocks were produced, which initially all Even with the 17 Il, later stones, e.g. C2, still show
also had a cross surround, but were more carefully  residual traces of former cross borders. Such
removed. The cross border on the A2 and A3 pieces were presented earlier in the collection of

stones was already removed during the printing of  Dr. Streiff.

Rayon | 15 Il. The later manufactured printing

stones B3 to C2 also all had a cross border at the For the Rayon I, 17 Il and 17 | light blue, we
beginning. The printing stones A2 and A3 were know today a total of 9 printing stones, which are
reused for the Rayon | dark blue 15 Il and are classified chronologically as follows:

the only two 80 printing stones of the Rayon 17

Il besides the failed stone.

From 1.4.1851

Stone A2 2x 40 Further use of the printing stone
Stone A3 2x 40 of the Rayon | 15 | resp. 15 Il dark blue
Stone M 2x 40

From summer 1851

Stone B1 4x 40

Stone B2 4x 40 - 171 12 pieces known so far

Stone B3 4x 40

From spring 1852

Stone C1 4x 40

Stone C2 4x 40

Stone U 4x 40

Rayon I, 17 |, stone B2 RU, type 19
cancelled without cross. According to the
certificate of Emil Rellstab one of the most
beautiful Rayon light blue, with complete cross
surround, which he has seen in his examiner
career.

Ex. Anderegg Collection

Interesting variations

- Partial cross surround from 1-11 twelfths with different
printing blocks

- Thin paper for stone C1/C2

- Thick paper

- Double red print of the crest A2/A3

- Oily cross border at stone C1/C2

- Red border of crest at stone C1
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Rayon light blue with almost complete CS 17 I(l) stone B2-LU

There are some gradations of the cross surround, which is 12 pieces for a
complete CS and are listed from 1/12 in the SBK and requires revision.
The very nice lady's ornament cover shown has officially 11/12 KE,
though the missing dash is almost visually unrecognizable. The difference
in value, is certainly not justified at today's levels.

A corresponding proposal has been deposited at the Old Switzerland
Commission SBK.

17 I(l), Stone B2 LU, Type 15 with part of the type 7 stamp above from Bern to Langmoos dated 26.07.1851,
cancelled with blue PP in box.

Quelle: Collection Seeland
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Cover with Rayon 17 | B2, Type 3 dated 17.09.1851 from Nidau to Bern
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So far the only known cover with Rayon | light blue 171 with complete CS, beautifully cancelled
without cross. Back arrival postmark BERN 18 SEP 51 DISTRIBUTION.
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Source: Collection Erich Bartschi
Corinphila-Auction
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Special mixed franking of 7.5 Rp. with Rayon Il 16ll and 171l each vertically split in half

%/‘ﬂ / W\J

@ (/ (/@x,m@ /7"’””"«

As a very original and especially creative franking shows this cover with two rayon halves 16 Il and 17 Il for a
postage of 7.5 centimes from Boudevillier to La Chaux-de-Fonds dated July 16, 1851 cancelled with 2 PP in a
circle. Unique.

Ex. Anderegg Collection

5. The rarity of the Poste Locale 14 Il without CS in the old Swiss statistic Catalog No. 1-14lI

According to the numbers known today, there Taube, the Geneva eagles and the transition

are many more covers of most of the cantonal stamps than of the Poste Locale 14 II.

stamps such as the Ziirich 4, Zirich 6, Basler Below is a small overview of this:
Stamps Issue Covers XI/A Prov. quotes*
Zurich 4 Nr. 1S/W 35’800 |ca. 400 ca. 1.1%
Zirich 6 Nr. 2S/W 180’800 | ca. 1’700 ca. 0.9%
Doppelgenf (without 4L/R) Nr. 3 ca. 18000 ca. 140 (110/30) ca. 0.78 %
Interverti Doppelgenf Nr. 3vs/3vw ’ ca. 40 (30/10) ca. 0.22 %
Halbe Doppelgenf Nr. 4L/R| ca. 24’000 (|ca. 150 (90/60) ca. 0.63 %
Genfer Kleiner Adler Nr. 5 120’000 |ca. 550 (400/150) ca. 0.46 %
Genfer Grosser Adler Nr. 6 120’000 | ca. 550 (400/150) ca. 0.46 %
Genfer Grosser Adler dark green Nr.7| ca. 50°000|ca. 400 (300/100) ca. 0.8 %
e e et nite " Rutoy| ca._40000| 6% 19119
Basler Taube Nr. 8/8a| ca. 41'480|ca. 550 (495/57) ca. 1.9%
Waadt 4 Nr. 9| ca. 15’000V |ca. 140 (110/30) ca. 0.9%
Waadt 5 Nr. 10| ca. 100°000|ca. 550 (450/100) ca. 0.6 %
Neuenburg Nr. 11| ca. 40000|ca. 340 (290/50) ca. 0.9%
Winterthur Nr.12| ca. 40°000|ca. 200 (160/40) ca. 0.5%
Poste Locale Nr. 14 11| ca. 6-8'000Y [ca.  43* ca. 0.54 bis 0.72 %

Status December 2022
Y Edition correction according to research.
* 2019, the status was still stated in the report with 39 covers

sources: Richard Schéafer sen., Schweiz Kantonalmarken, Frankaturen-Seltenheiten
SBK 2023, status 36 covers
Honegger Philatelie AG
Own investigations based on created database
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Hit parade of rare covers (K/A dated)

Z/SBK-Nr. |Quantity | Designation

141 43 Poste Locale without CS
171B2 1 Rayon | with CS

16 1 Al 5 Rayon Il with CS

16 1 A3 11 Rayon Il with CS

16 11 Al 3 Inverted yellow print Rayon 16 Il
07 I-IvV 49 Geneva postal stationery used
3 vwivs 40 Double Geneva Interverti

07 10 Geneva Postal stationery cutouts
3 140 Double eagle

9 140 |[Waadt4

4L/IR 150 Half double eagle

12 200 Winterthur

11 340 Neuenburg

1 siw 400 Zirich 4

7 400 Bgi eagle dark green

8a/8 550 Basle Dove

5,6,10 je 550 |Geneva eagle, Waadt 5

2 slw 1700 |Zlrich 6

6. Conclusion

1. While Rayon letters occur in masses, the 3. According to Gerhard Blaickner's database
special types Rayon 16 | and and our rework, we know currently a total of
17 1 with cross suround presumably 782 Rayon foreign letters (as of December
originate from template sheets, which came 2022), of which:
into use.

7 X with Genfer Adler
The upside-down yellow print of the 16 I, on 2 X with Basler Taube
the other hand, is due to an oversight or error 1 X with Waadt 4
by the printer. Depending on the printing 6 X with Waadt 5
sequence, the yellow sheet was inserted 1 Xl with Ortspost (13lI)
incorrectly, so that the type should actually be 15 X with Poste Locale (14l)
called incorrectly inserted yellow print. As is 2 X1 with Neuenburg

already known, the paper was a significant cost  Total 34 K of which only 18 B with cantonal
factor for the printer at that time, which is why stamps

the faulty printed sheets were still delivered

even with minor errors.

2. In the case of the Poste Locale without cross
surround, the situation can more or less be
compared with Waadt 4 in terms of rarity. Both
stamps had only a short life in the history of the
Post. The Waadt 4 from October 22, 1849 to
January 22, 1850 when the Waadt 5 was
issued, a period of only 3 months. But then the
franking validity of the Waadt 4 on the other
hand remained until 30.9.1854 and could be
used from 1.10.1850 like all transitional and
cantonal stamps in the whole of Switzerland,
even partly abroad.
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4. The circulation of Waadt 4 was previously
estimated at 10,000 copies, but must be revised
to more like 15,000 (cf. table).

For Waadt 4, 140 dated covers are known
today, which would mean a quota of 1.4% with
a circulation of only 10,000 pieces. For the
Poste Locale without CS, we only have 43
covers, which makes a share of 23% for the
1411 out of a total number of 183 covers. This is
despite the fact that the stamp was proven to
have been used in the postal districts of Zurich,
Bern, Lausanne and Aarau for 9 months from
April-December (3x longer than the Waadt 4),
which greatly increases the rarity.

The Poste Locale 14 I, like the Waadt 4, had a
short existence from April to December 1851
until the stamps were withdrawn on 25.12.1851.
To our knowledge, no such stamps returned to
Berne, except for the case of Moutier on file
(PC Neuenburg), which probably rather
concerns the Poste Locale 14 |, which is why

7. Durheim issues

The issues of the 1st Federal Stamps with year
1850 of the printer and lithographer Carl
Durheim from Bern are varied, exciting and still
contain a lot of research potential. In 2025, on
the occasion of the anniversary of this 1st
Federal Stamp, a special reference book will be
published by Dr. Andreas Disteli, philatelist and
association expert, which will be presented to
the public on the occasion of the next major
exhibition of the BERNABA and Multilaterals
in Bern from May 14 - 17, 2025.

we can assume that this stamp was used up
with minor exeptions. This fact therefore rather
speaks for an even smaller emergency
circulation of Poste Locale 14 Il, which we
estimate between 6'-8'000 pcs. or at 150-200
sheets.

The dates of use of the 14 |l are today between
07.04.1851 to 11.12.1851.

The Ortspost, Poste Locale stamps were
basically no longer on the market as of
1.1.1852, because there were no more half
postage at the post office. So it can be
highlighted that the catalog value of the 14 II,
especially for covers is massively undervalued
and needs a correction.

There will be 2 language editions printed
separately in German and English. A special
occasion to visit this philatelic exhibition in Bern
and experience the Swiss stamp world up close.
Bern, the heart of Swiss philately, is already
looking forward to your visit. Registration and
booking assistance at www.bernaba2025.com

BERNABA

MULTILATERALE
14. BIS 17. MAI 2025
175 JAHRE EIDGENOSSISCHE POST


http://www.bernaba2025.com/

Sources:

Corinphila AG, Zirich

Mirabaud Paul/
de Reuterskjold Alex

Munk Herbert Dr.

Honegger Gottfried

Honegger Philatelie AG

Jackli Heinrich

Morand Bernard/
Grand Henri/
Dinichert Pierre

Sieber Hans-Ulrich/
Grand Henri

Senn

Schéafer Richard sen.

Zumstein, Bern

SBK

Studen, December 2022
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Corinphila card index from the examiner archives Hunziker/Rellstab

Les Timbres Poste Suisses 1843-1862, Paris 1898

Allerlei Neues Uber Poste Locale und Ortspost

Neue Wege zur Erforschung der eidg. Ausgaben 1850 ff. im Kreuzmuster
Bemerkungen zur Poste Locale

Die Durheim Ausgaben (Erganzungen und Berichtigungen)

Altschweizkatalog 1993, Die Briefdaten der Ortspostmarken

Altschweizkatalog 1995, Briefe Poste Locales mit KE

Altschweizkatalog 2008 Bewertung der Einheiten bei den Durheim-Ausgaben
Altschweizkatalog 2011 Orts-Post/Poste Locales und deren Verwendungsarten
Altschweizkatalog 2012 «Die Markenlose Zeit»

Altschweizkatalog 2013 «Die Aushilfsausgabe der Orts-Post mit Kreuzeinfassung
Altschweizkatalog 2013 Rayon Il mit voller Kreuzeinfassung

Database of Poste Locale 14 Il without CS
Zeitliche Abfolge und geographische Verteilung der Ausgaben 1843-1852

Times Poste de Genéve 1843-1854
Genfer Briefmarken 1843-1854

Emission de Durheim, Archivstudie

Zuricher Kantonalmarken 2018

1. Schweizer Bundesmarken, 2018
Schweiz Kantonalmarken — Frankatur-Seltenheiten, 2014
Handbuch Postgeschichte von Genf Anféange bis 1854 Band VII, 2006

Spezialkatalog Schweiz, XXV. Auflage, 2000

Schweizer Briefmarkenhandlerkatalog 2023

Jean-Pierre Senn, Collection Seeland
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