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A NEW PRINTING OF THE 1988 STAMP BOOKLET 

In the October 1988 issue of the News­
letter I reported on the new 5fr booklet 
with ten 50c Postman stamps, and illus­
trated some peculiar marks to be found 
inside (see figures 1 and 2). Unfortu­
nately I never reported that the PTT 
had in 1988 confirmed my assumption 

by M Rutherfoord 

that these marks were for laying up 
the almost standard sheet of 50 stamps 
on to th~ card covers before cutting up, 
resulting in four positionable booklets 
per set of five. 

These booklets were the first of a 
new generation as all the previous 
sheets had, since 1904, been se tenant/ 
tete-beche, with defaced gutters. 

Otherwise I didn't really pay atten­
tion to what was going on until in 
Geneva in October 1992 I noticed out-
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side the main PO, Mont Blanc 
(beautifully restored), a 
discarded stampless booklet 
lying on the pavement. Two 
things struck me (not actu­
ally in the proverbial 
flash), firstly the column 
values 20.- & 22.50 were 
shown, these had not been 
on the first issue; then 
that the vertical perfor­
ations between the cut 
edges of each stamp pair 
were not according to my 
original conception of how 
the stamp sheet was cut up. 
Where was column '25.-'? 

After some thought and 
analytical help from a 
colleague we worked out 
what ·the production, i.e., 
perforating methods were, 
and this was confirmed to 
me by the PTT Printing Works. 
Quite simple really: the cut 
edges mean that no perfor­
ations are needed for every 

Figure 4 
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alternate vertical row. This . 
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the perf orator comes down 
six times for the five 
booklets, but for the sec­
ond sheet the gutter between 
stamp sheets, exactly one 
stamp wide, must be taken 
into account, so that here 
the line of perfs is 'mis­
placed' by one stamp row. 
That means that only four 
booklets can be made from 
a 'second' sheet, as the 
first '2.50' and the last 
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tenth '25.-', rows will be lost with the selvedge (see figures 4 & 5). 
After pasting together by hand the combination is folded and cut 
mechanically to give either five or four booklets per sheet, making 
nine per version. 

Now for the first printing (or version) the column values were re­
moved from the violet off set cylinder as they are meaningless in book­
lets. Also, it appears, that the sheet number and date of printing were 
not applied in their usual place on these sheets. However, a 4mm line 
was added to the violet cylinder at the top, in the middle, to assist 
in laying up on to the cover card. These were printed in two sets, one 
of five and one of four booklets to match the 'first' and 'second' 
sheets. Guide marks, horizontal, were added to the outer edges to help 
in laying up the sheets on to the cards. A vertical line was added in 
the middle to match that on the stamp sheets (see figure 3). 

Now according to the dates on booklets I have found that at least two 
printings of the second version were made, 25.11.91 and 6.2.92, with 
the column values left in. This the PTT concede was an error. But it 
allows easy positioning of the booklets from the first and second 
sheets. Only during this conversation with the PTT did they confirm 
that the first printing (without column values) was also nine not five 
per set as I had first thought. 'During those 4 years I had hardly ever 
bought a booklet, and so never noticed the difference between 'five a 
sheet' and 'four a sheet' until these column values appeared. In this 
second version the date of printing and the sheet number were also not 
removed. 
Table of the various types 

First version, figure 4 Second version, figure 5 
r N" , ... v column values) (WITH column values) Marks same 
five 

T e 
1 • 1 
2 .1 
3 .1 
4 .1 
5. 1 
four 

6 .1 
7. 1 
8. 1 
9. 1 

per sheet as 
rJ1ark 5~ -~~~-!lg, __ Jl:E;ure 3 T 
horiz. 10mm from LH edge 1 • 2 
none 2.2 
vert. cover and sheet 3.2 
none 4.2 
horiz. 10mm from RH edge 5.2 

per sheet 
horiz. 5mm from LR edge i6.2 
traces only, cover & sheetl7.2 
traces only, cover & sheet!8.2 
horiz. 5mm from RH edge 9.2 

the 
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first version. 
Column 
2.50 
7.50 

12. 50 
17. 50* 
22.50 

5.-
10.-
15.-
20.-

value 
5.-

10.-
15.-
20.-
25. -** 

7.50 
12.50 
17.50* 
22.50 

Notes: The horizontal marks are often covered during pasting. 
Type 7 or 8 shows the vertical mark clearly as is usually the 
case when the booklets are badly cut, the other will show nothing. 
* Printing date shown on bottom selvedge, figure 6. 
** Sheet number shown on bottom selvedge, figure 6. 

On the 29.9.92 the sheets for the lJll ~·~~· ~jfJ~~.I 
new 6fr booklet were printed, ~ .. _ : .. _ , . : . _ 
showing the 60c Lac de Tanay, mA 50 11ELVETIA so:11eLVET1A 59 HELVETIA so: HELVETIA 50 

which came on sale in January 1993 1··;···1· ....... . for the new r~tes. ~ ~- · -_ -~~ - ~ ·-_ ~~~.,,..- ,~ 
(More information received too late · : · ·· : 
for this month, see February issue.) inA .59 tfELvriJA ~~Ha~ 59 HiLvE)iA ~~HElvEnA ~o ................................................................................. 

Figure 6 ~ 16 • ' ' 841792 
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SWISSAIR 1931 - 1991 SIXTY GLORIOUS YEARSt by Dennis Cairns 

The first Caravelle flight (15.VII.60) on the Zftrich-Geneva-Athens­
Cairo route with a cover carried as far as Athens; a Coronado flight 
(25.II.62) from Switzerland to South America and, on the 17th May 1952, 
a cover with Liechtenstein franking to Chicago by DC-8 (see figures 18, 
19 and 20, page 84 November 1992). 

An aspect of aerophilately which altered radically from the late 1950s 
onward, and which is illustrated quite clearly in the above three examples, 
was the introduction of the pre-printed, mass-produced first flight cover, 
produced primarily for the collector. The sending of mail by air had now 
become the norm and no one gave it a second thought any more. The days 
when a correspondent wrote on the envelope 'On Air Way', underlining it 
in red (see figure 2), had passed into history and with it the mystique 
which surrounded such a mode of transportation. Then the number of items 
carried on a first flight could be counted in tens or perhaps no more 
than a few hundred. Now thousands of covers are commonplace on an in­
augural flight, all for the benefit of the collector! Granted many of 
the more recent covers, i.e., since 1960, are attractive and well­
designed but for me, personally, one of the earlier covers, whether 
philatelic or commercial, is preferable to ten of the mass-produced 
items. However, I realize that I am biased on this particular issue so 
will refrain from expanding it further. 

The 1960s saw what was probably the greatest expansion of Swissair 
services to all continents with the exception of Australasia. To this 
day the company has no direct flights to either Australia or New Zealand. 
The long-range DC-8s and Coronados extended the number of destinations 
served by Swissair, while the Caravelles and the new, shorter-range DC-9s 
began to replace the Conv:1ir CV-440 'Metropolitans', flying to an ever­
widening range of European and North African cities. On the 1st November 
1968 Swissair was operating an all-jet fleet, only the third European 
carrier to be in that position, the other two being the then BOAC (now 
British Air) and the Portuguese carrier TAP. 

The first series Publicity set of Swiss stamps in 1969 had a 2fr value 
(Z 465) to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Swiss Airmail service. 
The stamp depicts the DH-3 'Haefeli' and the DC-8, the earliest and, in 
1969, the latest official mail-carrying planes. Figure 21 shows this 
stamp on the cover issued for the occasion of a special flight from 
Zftrich to Lausanne and return by Swissair, exactly 50 years after the 
first postal flight in 1919. It is known that at least 240 809 such 
covers were flown! 

1970 was not the best of years for Swissair, nor for a number of other 
airlines. Readers with long memories may recall that during that year 
there was a spate of attacks on aircraft by terrorist groups in which 
two of the Swissair fleet were involved. On the 21st February, while 
en route from Zftrich to T·e1 Avi ,. , a Coronado 'HB-ICD' crashed over 
Switzerland with 47 casualties. It was established that the cause was 
a bomb explosion on board the plane. On the 6th September a New York 
bound DC-8 'HB-IDD' was hi-jacked and flown to Jordan where it was later 
destroyed on the ground along with three other airliners. 

The passenger carrying capacity of the Swissair fleet increased tremen­
dously with the acquisition in the early 1970s of the Boeing 747 'Jumbo 
Jet' and the Douglas DC-10, having seating for 361 and 237 passengers 
respectively. The 747 was first used by Swissair on the New York service 
on the 1st April 1971 when a special cancellation (figure 22) was used 
on outward mail. The 747 was also the subject of the 1972 Pro Aero 
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stamp (Z 47) and was used on two special flight covers. The first, on 
the 2nd May from Geneva to New York, commemorated 25 years of Swissair 
service over the North Atlantic (figure 23), while on the 1st June a 
veteran Junkers JU-52 (not of Swissair!) made the flight between Geneva, 
Zftrich and Nuremberg in Germany (figure 24). This commemorated the 50th 
anniversary of Switzerland's first regular, international air service 
for mail, passengers and freight. Henri Pillichody piloted a Junkers 
F.13 of Ad-Astra Aero on that occasion when just 36 items of mail were 
carried on the outward flight. On the anniversary flight there were at 
least 214 346 such items! The 1970s therefore was a decade when Swissair 
built up its fleet of jet aircraft, particularly with the various 
versions of the DC-9, thus ensuring that it remained at the forefront 
of world aviation in advanced technology if not in size. The last of 
the Convair 'Coronados', which had served the company so well since 
1959, was withdraw~ from service in 1974. One of these aircraft can 
be seen, and boarded, at the Transport 1huseum in Luzern. 

Associated with Swissair are two charter subsidiaries: BAL.AIR (no 
connection with the pre-1931 carrier) and the Geneva-based CTA, Com­
pagnie de Transport Aerien. It was a DC-6 of BALA.IR which undertook 
two group flights to Cape Town in February and March 1977 to celebrate 
Mittelholzer's First Africa Flight 50 years previously. Special covers 
(figure 25) franked witb a pair of the 150c value of the Aviation 
Pioneers set (2585) were flown from Zftrich, with special cancellations, 
to Cairo, Nairobi, Cape Town, and Goa on the return stage. Some concern 
was expressed at the quality of the receiving marks which were cert­
ainly not, it was said, up to Swiss PTT standards! A similar flight, 
also by a DC-6, had been undertaken in February 1957 on the 30th anni­
versary of Mittelholzer's flight, but on that occasion only a special 
hand stamped cachet had been applied on mail carried on that flight. 

F'igure 21 

::Jligure 23 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard 

SWISSAIR 
ZURICH - Nl!W YORK 

BR-no 
"IR8T "LIGHT 8·7•7 

Figure 22 

Figure 24 

Figure 25 

(To be continued.) 

EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

The Buy/Bid sale was a huge success, another is in preparation so 
please send a 24p stamp. Your want lists are always welcome, all 
sent on approval and post free. Meet me at the following Fairs: 
16th Jan. Basingstoke; 17th Jan. Milton Keynes; 23rd Jan. Reading; 
7th Feb. Hatfield; 18th Feb. Thatcham. See press for details of venues. 
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MEETING REPORTS - The meeting of Northern Group members in Leeds on 5th 
December was devoted to a study of the Mobile Post Offices. Seven mem­
bers combined to produce a display of over 200 sheets on this fascin­
ating subject. Material included photographs of various types, studies 
of the different cancellations and a wide range of covers and cards with 
cancellations and cachets. R A H 

London meeting of 9th December 1992 - The Chairman welcomed twelve mem­
bers and gave apologies from T"-rs Dawson, and Messrs Stiles, Mitchell 
and Hodinott. It is possible that the security alerts of the previous 
evening may have deterred some members from attending. The Chairman re­
minded members of the Chippenham meeting in April and asked them to let 
Mrs Lamble know ASAP if attending. 

The President, Mrs Lee, gave the evening's display and presented selec­
tions from three subjects; the 5 rappen blue Rayon I, Postal Stationery, 
and Postage Dues. The 5 rappen blue we saw framed and unframed cross, 
and different shades from the deepest blue, almost black, through to 
the pale blue printings. The Postal Stationery, Streifb~nder, was pre­
sented mainly with a mint and a used copy of the same item starting 
with the first issue of the 20th March 1871, the 2c Cross over numeral 
and date type. There were also sections of blocks of binders showing 
the wide and narrow separating band and on to the edelweiss wrapper. 

The question was raised again, "why did the Tell Boy issues come 
before the father William Tell, and what was the boy's name?" Do you 
know? The Postage Dues included mint, used blocks.,,. specimen overprints, 
inverted, colour trials and a selection of items on cover. There were 
some really interesting covers here, especially in mail coming into 
Switzerland, and the reason for the application and calculation of 
the amount was explained. Mr Pickard, in thanking the Pr.esident, 
particularly praised the quality of the items on show. M 0 B 

COLLECT SWITZERLAND? 
SAVE TIME AND MONEY WITH A 

STANLEY GIBBONS SPECIALISED SUBSCRIPTION 
AND ENSURE YOU DO NOT MISS THAT VITAL LOT 

The Stanley Gibbons Specialised Subscription Service will save you both time 
and money. For the cost of only £5 p.a., we will send you the descriptions of 
ALL the Switzerland lots which are offered in our catalogues in a complete 
year. So there is now no need for you to have to pay for complete catalogues 

which inciude hundreds of lots which are of no interest to you. What could be 
simpler? Contact us now for further details and a registration form. 

SUCH INSURANCE DOES NOT COME CHEAPER! 
Our next series of specialised sales takes place in March 1993. 

mSfANLEY 
GIBBONS 

~ AUCTIONS 

Stanley Gibbons Auctions Ltd 
399 Strand, London WC2R OLX 
Telephone: 071 836 8444 
Telefax: 071 836 7342 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that the foreign postal rates also go up on the 1st February without 
a reduction for CEPT countries, 1fr for Zurope and Mediterranean, 1 .80fr 
for the rest for A post; B post is 80c and 90c. The inland registration 
is now 4fr, A post included. The additional fee for foreign registration 
remains at 2.50fr so is less than the internal rate for most cases. 
- that on the 1st June 1983 the Austrians issued their first FRAN1A ATMs 
with a prominent line of black bars along the left-hand edge, 'perf' 14 
exactly. Certainly a forerunner of the new Swiss system, but they used 
it for facing letters instead of phosphor; here it is used for sorting 
the A and B post (see figure 1). 
- that the new 60c postcard will be sold only loose over the counter, 
as the vending machines cannot be modified, and therefore no booklets 
need be made up. There are two lines of vertical dots, that on the right 
has 'perf' 16, i.e., that of the 60c 'B' stamp, while that on the left 
has 13.5, about that of the PTT printed stamps (see figure 2). The 'A' 
stamp has 18. 
- that about 20 million postcards are issued by the PTT each year, but 
19.5 million get used for the various competitions arranged by adver­
tising agencies. 
- that in Genoa at the GENOVA 92 exhibition a meeting of the FIP, ASCAT, 
IFSDA and the UPU decided that phonecards have nothing to do with phil­
ately. Therefore I cannot tell you that the PTT Museum has ••• 
- that in 1945, just before the end of v.rw II, leading Swiss philatelists 
founded the 'Consilium Philateliae Helveticae' with membership by invi­
tation only. This club has now been revitalised to promote philatelic 
literature and research, but the membership is still limited to 40 
distinguished philatelists. The committee is formed of Vollmeier, Grand, 
Guggisberg, Guinand, Dahinden, Hertsch and Sieber. 
- that in 1991 only the Austrians noted the death of Rudolf I of Habsburg 
on 15th July 1291 with a special cancel and yet this triggered off the 
Swiss Confederation in August of that year! 
- that another missed opportunity was '50 years of K Cancels' on the 
30th ll.ay 1992; neither the PTT or SVP remembered, we hang our heads in 
shame. 
- that the Philatelic Society of Neuch~tel has issued a very useful 36-
page A5 booklet 'Tell pere, Tell fils' in French and German, written by 
Dr Bernard ~./'.orand on his researches in this field. (Copy in HPS library.) 
- that the K cancel 1630 Bulle (K 1306) was so liked by the town author­
ities that they got PTT permission to use the design to create a com­
pletely new type of cancel for their red franking machine. Due to the 
smaller diameter and central date, the layout is not as good as with 
the K canceller, but it might be the start of a new line to collect 
(see figures 3 and 4). 

~O BU(.< 
.._<o ~ 

-Z.-8. 91--8 

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 

31. 8.92 

!,..!.'1!!!1 u-1 "i:TI Al;::-~ 
ffiLci ~l::.L..Y t.' .. i::i....P 

r:: 
[p 0050 i~ 

Figure 4 
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Forthcoming meetings 
Jan. 13 London, Cinderellas, 

Perfins, etc. All members. 
Feb. 6 Leeds, Annual Competition. 
Feb. 17 London, Mail between 

Switzerland & abroad, all members. 

NEW 

CANCELS 

FOR 

'93 Mar. 6 Leeds, Chairman's display. 
Mar. 10 London, Tell & Tell Boy, 

led by L E Stiles. 
Mar. 20 Sussex, letters J, K & L 

All members. 

j OUlt.1. 
<"o~ 1100JAHRE ~~ 
~ -4.-1.93--8 "/; 

Apr. 3 Leeds, AGM and Auction 
Apr. 14 London, Cup Competition 

and Moore Trophy 
Apr. 17 Chippenham, Seminar 

Write to Mrs Lamble NOW. 

Best Wishes for 1993 from the 
Editor and all the staff on the 
Newsletter. Keep sending in your 
contributions, every little helps! 

Now available, the new 

~ 't'\UMl!.fa 
~ 1V 

-1.-Z. 93--8 

K 1359 

January 1993 

(\SEEN, 
':t..o 1100JAHRE G~ 

<o "/; -4.-1.93--8 

• ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1993 
in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) sFr. 20.--

Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement of new 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues and address 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. sFr. 51 .-­
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56.--
All prices without postage! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE Vol .. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 
published at the end of November 1992. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATAU)GUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-3000 BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 
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OBITUARY Mrs Edythe J Rawnsley 

The Helvetia Philatelic Society is at the end of an era. It is with 
deep sorrow that we have to inform you of the sudden death, through a 
stroke on Thursday 21st January 1993, of Mrs Edythe Rawnsley who was in 
the main stream of the Society's activities for the last 40 plus years. 
Mrs Rawnsley joined the Society, then the Helvetia Stamp Club, in 1947, 
the first lady to do so, and was elected to the Society's first Com­
mittee in 1948. She established the Society's Library and built it into 
one of the finest collections of Swiss philatelic literature in the 
world, outside Switzerland. She became Editor of the Society's Newsletter 
in 1951, taking over from the Founder, Edward H Spiro, and protesting 
at the time that she could hardly be expected to emulate him. In 1971 
Mr Spiro wrote: "Mrs Rawnsley proved such an excellent editor that she 
achieved something I had never dared hope for: the Helvetia Newsletter 
has ·been awarded diplomas and medals at several philatelic exhibitions, 
including the London Philympia in 1970". Mrs Rawnsley continued to edit 
the Newsletter for another 15 years, only relinquishing this post to 
the present Editor at the end of 1986? She also became the Society's 
Secretary in 1952 and effectively ran the Society for the next 30 years. 

Mrs Rawnsley was an untiring advocate of Swiss philately and never 
missed an opportunity to promote the Helvetia Philatelic Society. Her 
knowledge of Swiss philately was vast and she was always willing to 
share it with members. She wrote numerous articles for the Newsletter 
and other philatelic journals. Her chief interest was postal history, 
notably that of Zftrich, and she had numerous specialist Swiss stamp 
collections. She was awarded several medals at Stampex and the BPE, 
winning the H L Katcher Trophy in 1980, 1981 and 1988. She was also 
successful in Society competitions winning the Lawrence Moore Postal 
History Bowl ten times between 1972 and 1988. She is also the only 
member to have won both the Moore Trophy and the Helvetia Silver Cup 
for the best stamp display, in the same year, achieving this in 1976 
and 1979. She was also awarded the Christopher Rauch Trophy in 1983 for 
her work as the Society's Editor and Secretary. 

In addition to her work for the Helvetia Philatelic Society, Mrs 
Rawnsley was also active in local philatelic societies, initially in 
Essex then, from 1975, in Sussex where she retired. She established _,.. 
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the Sussex Group of the Society in 1976. She later received the BPF 
Award of Merit. Last year she gave a magnificent display of early Swiss 
postal markings at the Society's Seminar in Chippenham, from which resulted 
the publication of 'The Transit Marks of Switzerland' for Society mem­
bers. This, sadly, turned out to be the last of the immense contributions 
Mrs Rawnsley made to the Society in her lifetime. We have lost our great-
est ambassador. She will be very sorely missed. C M 

THE 1988 STAMP BOOKLET - Addendum by M Rutherfoord 

Since writing the article in last month's Newsletter I have come across 
a number of booklets of both types where the horizontal lining-up marks 
on the covers are definitely missing. I find that these covers, under 
UV light, are much brighter than those with marks. This has led me to 
accept that there were four printings and not only two, if one wants 
to be exact. Therefore I have designated them types 1a and 2a. 

As I could get no explanation from the PTT Printing Works I suspect 
that the second printing was on old cover cards left over from the first 
printing in 1988, and only in the 'four booklets per sheet' version, 
dated 6.2.92. In addition all printings after the first were on new 
whiter covers during 1989 and 1990, i.e., type 1a. Then with the date 
of 25.11.91 the same cards were used, but the column values were left 
in, so we have type 2a. 

The new 6fr booklets were on sale from 14th January, but valid only 
from the 19th. They show the printing date twice per 'set' of nine and 
the sheet number once per 'set', and are sold only over the counter as 
the 100 or more vending machines cannot be modified for 6fr so must be 
scrapped. Later ••• 

I visited the PTT Printing Works on 15th December to clear up the 
above but the man is a bit new so could reasonably say he didn't know. 
But the four booklets per sheet version, type 1, I have never found 
(but I haven't collected booklets for years), and now I can't find any 
of the type 2 in five booklets per sheet! So I suspect that somehow 
there was a big mix-up which they don't like to mention. 

I was shown, however, how the girl sticks a sheet on to the bent card, 
and she does not need the horizontal marks to line up to. But were they 
removed because collectors started to drive the Philatelic Bureaux mad 
by asking for such, or the counter clerks complained about losing time 
looking for marks7 The vertical marks remained. 

Another angle is that the PTT always laid up stocks of stamps for any 
emergencies, and perhaps put away a whole group of booklets. They say 
that they don't do this any more as the cold war has ended, but it is 
still a military secret! Zumstein have published ~ article on this so 
perhaps someone will come up with a new find as a result of this or the 
main article in the Newsletter. Now I am sitting on dozens of booklets 
and no one wants 50c stamps with the rate change! (What about using a 
pair of 50c on letters to GB? Ed.) More ••• 

The PTT provide first day cancelled booklets which are made up from 
pre-cancelled sheets. Whole sheets of 50 stamps are cancelled on a flat­
bed printing press, by hand (as for all values and issues). This means 
that such booklets can only come from the 'five booklets per sheet' version. 
Booklet saga continued - The new 6fr booklets issued on the 19th January 
with ten 60c stamps, intended for B mail only from the 1st February, have 
a dark blue cover with a four-language text only on the first page (see 
figures 1 and 2). They are not available from vending machines as above. ~ 
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The printing lies between tLe types 1 and 2 of the previous version, 
i.e., there are no column values shown, only the sheet middle is marked, 
but the sheet number and the printing date are left in. The card covers 
have only the sheet middle points marked in both versions. This makes 
five out of the full set of nine booklets with an identifiable position. 
The two rows of five stamps each of the second sheet per set (which are 
to be discarded) have been overprinted heavily so that they cannot be 
mistakenly used the wrong way. This is known only from a piece of waste 
which was illegally pulled out of a bundle at the printers just before 
destruction and illustrated in the BBZ of 7/92. The PTT confirmed this 
to me but would not show rae or say what colour was used for obliteration. 

IM ABONNEMENT 
Auskunft an jeder 'oststelle 

EN ABONNEMENT 
R•nseignements •uprits 

de chaque office postal 

IN ABBONAMENTO 
lnformazioni 

a ogni uffitio postllle 

Figure 1 - Showing the 

booklet opened out and 

the four-language text 

~~ .e u A. ,,~ -

~e'· :qO »' 
~'b-< :te~ c,,O~o ~c,,'b-t;~'b-t; Figure 2 - above, 

c...*"~- ~'Q ~ ..... 'a) ~~ 
~07 <,,~ ~<'a) V'·.qo the outside of 

the booklet; 
10 x 60 = 6 Fr. below, the inside. 

' -
; Der blitzschnelle Weltkurier der Post. Schnel-
: - ler gehts nicht gunstiger. Fragen Sie bei lhrer 
~ Poststelle. -- " - _ 
' Le courrier ultrarapide et universe! de la poste. 

Die fixfertlge Verpackung fUr lhr Postpabt 
Am Postsc:haher und in lhrer Popeterie erholtlich 

Au plus vite, a meilleur compte. lnformez-vous 
aupres de votre office de poste. 

• II corriere ultraraP.ido e universale-della posta. 
L'emballage appropri6 pour vos colis pastaux 

En vente au guichet postal el chez votre popetier 

L' lmballaggia belre pronto per D vostro pacco pastale 
· Ottenibile ollo sportello postole e nello vos1ro cortolerio 

' In un lampo, a buon mercato. Domandate 
presso ii vostro ufficio postale. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

I have recently purchased a quantity of Postal Stationery, Official and 
Private; please let me have your wants. I wish to buy early TPO material 
and Bunde sf eier cards. r1:eet me at the following fairs: 27 Feb. Raleigh PS 
event; 13 Mar. Reading; 14 Mar. ~; 20 Mar. Basingstoke; 27 Mar. 
Leyton PS event; 28 Mar. ~~ See Press for details of venues. 

N.B. 23 Feb. Birmingham, 14 Mar. Chelms.ford & 28 Mar. Tonbridge. 



Page 12 HELVETIA NE~SLETTER February 1993 

SWISSAIR 1931 - 1991 SIXTY GLORIOUS YEARS! by Dennis Cairns 

If, philatelically, Swissair's 25th Anniversary in 1956 had been a 
rather muted affair, the same could not be said of the Golden Jubilee 
celebrations in 1981. The high value stamp (Z 653) of the first Publicity 
series for the year is dedicated to this anniversary, and was used to 
frank the special cover (figure 26) produced for the flight between 
Basel and Ztirich on the actual jubilee day, the 26th March. Also issued 
at the same time as the Publicity set was a Pro Aero stamp (Z 48) costing 
3fr and which was used on four special Swissair 'Star-flights' on the 
30th April. They ·were north to Helsinki, south to Buenos Aires, east to 
Jakarta and west to Chicago, the covers depicting various aircraft 
operated by Swissair during the previous 25 years. Since the first ser­
vices to be consolidated by Swissair in 1931 were to Paris from Zftrich 
and Geneva, flights were made on the 1st May to the French capital and 
commemorative covers were carried. In March 1981 the Aerophilatelic 
Exhibition 'LURABA 81' was held in Luzern and various other ·countries 
produced special flight covers and cachets for that event; an example 
from Argentina is shown in figure 28. 

In spite of what was written earlier about the modern mass-produced 
first flight covers, they are still subject to the vagaries of man­
made and natural forces. Two examples will suffice: Swissair commenced 
a service with the DC-9 between Zftrich and Dublin on 1st April 1979; 
first flight covers were prepared, franked, and cancelled with the 
ZURICH FLUGHAFEN canceller on the above date, but in Ireland there was 
a postal strike! Hence the covers have an added cachet to that effect, 
and mail was not dispatched until the 2nd July, 3 months later (figure 
29). Covers on arrival in Dublin received the circular strike BAILE 
ATHA CLIATH 3.VII.79. The Becond example (figure 30) refers to Swissair's 
Polar Flight from Tokyo toZftrichvia Anchorage by DC-10. The flight 
should have been made on the 30th March 1986 and mail was cancelled 
accordingly. However, a cachet on first flight covers indicated that 
the flight was postponed until the 4th April because of a volcanic 
eruption near Anchorage. 

Figure 

swissair 1931-1981 

JUBllAuMSRJJG ~ -zORICH 
26.3.1981 

R .... 7~ 
SWISSAIR 
Schweiz. Lu.!tve: 
Post1'ach 
8058 ZUrich-Fl1 

• • • ./'lrTI®:ITJTI SW1SSa1r...,, ~®®u 

~ 
DC-Ml 

l.~ 
1er MAI 1•1 90 - Service a6rlen 

GENEVE-PARIS 

+------------------------~ 

Figure 27 

<'1 ,,,.:. 
~ -1.-5.81-6 I.II 

Phllatell-..Club swt-•r 
Post• restante 
F·7SOOO PARIS 

R 
121so-.1s 

Mropott 

~~~ 

Perhaps the major change in the 1980s in Swissair policy for the purchase 
of new aircraft, which for decades had £avoured the American market, was 
the decision to acquire the ~uropean Air Bus A310 and the Dutch Fokker 
100 for short- and medium-haul £lights. the former first came into ser­
vice with Swissair on the 25th April 1983 with a flight to London from 
Ztirich carrying a small quantity of mail only, while the £light to Frank-
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furt the next day (figure 31) represented the first commercial payload 
with both passengers and mail. More recently Swissair has obtained 
later versions of the A310 designed for intercontinental flights. The 
Douglas DC-10 tri-jets entered Swissair service in 1972 and have done 
sterling service on the long-haul routes. These machines are gradually 
being withdrawn and 1991 saw the successor to this aircraft, the 
McDonnell Douglas MD-11 bearing Swissair colours. With a passenger 
capacity of 236, a cruising speed of 600 m.p.h. and a range of 7000 
miles when fully loaded, the tri-jet MD-11 is said to represent the 
very latest in aeronautical technology. Such technology does not come 
cheaply and for the last 40 years Swissair has had technical work­
sharing agreements with other European air carriers. Today a consort­
ium known as the KSSU Group (KLM, SAS, Swissair and the French UTA) 
make the most economic joint use of equipment for the maintenance of 
their aircraft. 

Sixty years have now passed since Swissair was born. There were no 
special celebrations for that birthday, Switzerland had a more im­
portant anniversary to celebrate in 1991! But in concluding this article 
it is worth looking at how Swissair stands today in comparison to the 
position on the 26th March 1931. In addition to the two charter firms 
mentioned earlier, Swissair also has a stake in Crossair, the Swiss 
regional air carrier, and in a range of other firms at home and abroad 
going under the name of Swissair Associated Companies Ltd. 
Towards the end of 1991 Swissair had 68 planes either in service or 
on order, the average age of the active fleet being about 7 years. At 
the end of 1931 the total staff was 64, today it is around 20 7000, 
of whom some 81% are ground staff. At the commencement of this article 
it was easily possible to show a map of Swissair's routes in 1931; 
today I can only recommend the reader to look at the maps displayed 
in the monthly Swissair Gazette for, at the time of writing, desti­
nations were to 113 cities in 66 countries. Swissair - sixty glorious 
years indeed! 

Figure 28 

BUllN09!AIAES - ZURICH - LUCI.ANA 

EIPOSIOOM AOOFILATELICA "LUUIA 11" 
11:11 - a de Mllrzo - 11191 • 50 11ni....no Swtu.ir 

DOUOL.AS D. C. • 10 

I 

Figure 29 

ERSTFLUG 1. APRIL 1979 

Figure 31 
~ 

.. +.dm '[ 

Figure 30 

• • 
sw~ssa1r 
FIRST FLIGHT OVER THE POLE 

TOKYO-ANCHORAGE-ZORICH Paravio<I 
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MEETING REPORTS - lforthern Group - 'A Mixed Bag' was the title of the 
display given by Mr M Proctor to Northern Group members in Leeds on the 
9th January. His display covered a wide range of topics and consisted 
of material showing many of the items he had obtained not only in this 
country but also on his travels in Europe. Included were pre-stamp mail, 
TPOs, Mobile Post Offices, postage dues, airmails and hotel posts. Of 
particular interest were a collection of stamps, covers and cards about 
Pestalozzi, and a large selection of covers with Tell and Tell Boy stamps 
showing various postal rates. R A H 

Report of the London meeting on 13th January - Apologies for absence 
were received from Mrs M Bid.mead, Mrs A Lee and Messrs Stiles and Kuriger 
together with Mrs R Dawson. The evening's subject was 'Cinderellas' and 
was given a good start by Mr F Pickard who showed Revenue stamps, includ­
ing some on documents, Taxe Per9ue labels by Eugen Sekula, plus some 
advertising labels. l.lr D Houtris took over with his collection of Perfin 
stamps arranged in stamp order only. Mr C Misteley continued with Pub­
licity material from resorts, Event labels, and some precursors of 
Soldier stamps; he finished with a fine selection of Airmail labels, Air 
publicity labels. One query he left unanswered; City of Geneva labels 
with Calvin imprint stating "Baseland remains independant" - why was 
this issued? Mr D Slate then took the floor showing Love cards, Sekula 
covers and forgeries and concluded with some Trial and Test prints. 
Finally Mr Lienhard with his 'Live and let live' exhibit showed Postal 
labels, cachets, detained in France during the German occupation, Pub­
licity labels, Forgeries, Test prints, and Perfins on cover. The Chair­
man thanked everyone for a really marvellous evening and your reporter 
can honestly say that some material on display had never been seen by 
him before. G W H 

PLEASE REMEMBER - The London meeting on the 17th of F·e bruary is the 
third Wednesday of the month and not the second as is usual. C M 

THE LANGUAGE OF STAMPS - A modern version with 
The captions down the left hand side read: 
(5) I expect an answer 
(40) I am faith­
full to you 
(30) I love you 
(20) I think of 
you 
(10) I will come 
The right hand 
side read: 
(5) Yes, from 
my heart 
(25) You have 
to love me 
(20) Do you think 
of me? 
(10) Don't forget 
me 
(30) Do you love 
me? 
Has any member an 
old postcard on 
this them_e? 

translation by Mrs R Dawson 
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DID YOU KNOW? by M Rutherfoord 

- that at the end of 1942 - 50 years ago - no less than 165 stamps of 
various sorts (according to a NZZ correspondent) were invalidated, the 
whole Tell family in fact. 
- that the latest issue of ZACK, the magazine for the youth sections, 
mentions that in 1995 at the 'Basler Taube 95' exhibition the Foreign 
Rates booklet will be issued, following the tremendous success of the 
Inland Rates booklet. The same issue, 4/92, is devoted to a study of 
the Tell issues in a very interesting way. An annual subscription costs 
14 fr for four issues, in German, French and Italian. 
- that 26 postal administrations have formed a new group 'PostEurop' 
seated in Brussels (does this replace CEPT?). Perhaps they can lower 
the number of stamps being issued! 
- that the left hand line of dots on the 60c 'stamp' of the new post­
card, with a 'perf' of 13.5, is in fact a simulated row of teeth, 
because the PTT have told me that the electronic eye reads not only 
the coding dots on the new 60 and 80c stamps, but also the perforations 
on the left. This is to make sure that it is reading a stamp and not 
some irrelevant marks. Therefore the postcard stamp must have 'teeth'. 
- that with the 33% increase in the cost of a registered letter from 
3 to 4 fr on 1.2.93 the maximum compensation goes up from 300 to 450 fr, 
an increase of 50% 
- that the old SLM locomotives found in the jungles of Vietnam were 
brought back to Switzerland last year for the new Furka steam railway. 
They will be rebuilt by a loco yard of the old DDR Reichsbahn, but 
only two of the four can be saved. 
- that my local letter box used to have a last evening collection of 
8.30 p.m. Now it is 8.or: p.m., but a sticker informs me that this 
guarantees delivery the next working day anywhere in Switzerland, and 
it seems to work too. 
- that anyone needing the 1993 edition of the popular Ortverzeichnis, 
or in French Liste des localites .(or Glista da las localitads if you 
prefer Romansch Grischun) should send me a £1 UK postal order, soon. 
- that in the latest SBZ there is an interesting article on the UPU 
stamp issue of 1900. Pierre Guinand asks me to ask members for any new 
discoveries they might have made as he is revising the Gees booklet on 
this issue. Write direct to him at: Chemin de la Plantaz 18, CH-1110 
Merges, Switzerland. 
- that I have been asked what 'CFC' actually stands for; it is Culler­
Facer-Canceller. ~ulling removes the items the machine cannot handle 
as they are too thick or too big. _!acing turns and twists the letters 
so that they all face the same way for Cancelling and for reading in 
the coding machines, and are so bundled for delivery after sorting. As 
the new machines in the Ztlrich Sihlpost can now also ]2ivide A from B 
mail I will suggest to the PTT that they call these machines 'CFCD'. 
CFC is a British term but is used in many countries including the PTT. 

The last time your Hon. Editor appealed for articles for publication 
in the Newsletter his plea was answered. Some members also wrote in 
requesting articles: "I have noticed a dearth of information in the 
Newsletter on the entries in the lower segment arch of circular post­
marks". Another member regretted that he was""was unable to provide 
any suitable article for possible inclusion" but would find it of help 
if information concerning 'Ticino Ovals' could be provided. So those 
members who can help others could also help the Editor! 
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I .<3 ST .A..IVI PS 
FOR 

SWISS STA.l'V1PS 

SWISS COVERS 

YES I AM STILL DEALING IN SWITZERLAND 

AND LIECHTENSTEIN 

WANT LIST'S WELCOME. 

I ALSO BUY GOOD ITEMS 

IAN GILCHRIST l.G. ST AMPS PO BOX 15 

HARROGATE HG1 1 SL 

Now available, the new 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

Feb. 17 London, Mail between Swit­
zerland & abroad, all members. 

Mar. 6 Leeds, Chairman's display. 
Mar •. 10 London, Tell & Tell Boy, 

led by L E Stiles. 
Mar. 20 Sussex, letters J, K & L, 

all members. 
Apr. 3 Leeds, AGM and Auction. 
Apr. 14 London, Cup Competition 

and Moore Trophy. 
Apr. 17 Chippenham, Seminar. 

Write to Mrs Lamble now. 
May 12 London, Odds and Ends, 

queries, and bits and pieces, 
all members please. 

ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTE~STEIN CATALOGUE 1993 
zumsbein 

schweiz 
lechbensbeii 

1993 

in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) 

sFr. 20 .--
Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 

of new 
and address 
sFr. 51. --

All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56. --
All prices without postage! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE 
published at the end of November 1992. 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
Vol. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 

For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-3000 BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 
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ASPECTS OF SWISS HISTORY by D Hope Part 2 - William Tell 

The story of William Tell is set against the political rivalries of 
the early 14th century. Aegidius Tschudi (1505-1572), the 'father of 
Swiss historical writing', put the Tell story and the foundation of the 
Confederation at the time of the murder of the German King Albrecht, 
setting the events in the period 1307 to 1308. He claimed that they 
were all part of an all-out revolt against Albrecht and Austrian rule. 
Tschudi himself was unaware of the Bundesbrief of 1291 (figure 1 shows 
Albrecht I and Tell). 

According to the story Tell is said to have refused to pay homage to 
the Habsburgs and was arrested. Gessler~ the Austrian bailiff at Alt­
dorf, ordered Tell to shoot an apple at 100 paces from his own son's 
head, which he did. Tell confessed that if he had hurt his son the 
second arrow would have been aimed at Gessler. For saying this Tell 
was ordered by Gessler to be taken to his castle at Kussnacht (see 
figures 2 and 3). 

Tell was taken to Lake Uri and put aboard Gessler's boat. When a 
storm blew up on the way across Tell took the opportunity to jump 
ashore and escape. A chapel now stands at the place where this is 
supposed to have happened. This chapel was first mentioned in 1500. 
It was restored in 1881 when the paintings were added (figures 4 & 5). 
Tell is said to have shot and killed Gessler with his crossbow at the 
Hohle Gasse (Hollow Lane), near Kussnacht. A chapel marks the spot 
(see figures 6 and 7). Tell is said to have lived at Burglen in Uri. 
A chapel dating from 1582 is believed to have replaced his home. Tell 
is supposed to have lost his life rescuing a child from the Schachen­
bach. A stone cross near the bridge marks the spot (figure 8). 

The above story was accepted as true for a long time. However, in 
1760 a book called 'The Fable of ~Hlliam Tell' appeared in Bern. It -

Fig 3 
Fig 1 Fig 2 .~ ...... Fig 4 
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was written by ?astor Uriel Freudenberger, of the village of Ligerz on 
Lake 3ienne. In his book he claimed that the Tell story originated in 
Denmark in the Chronicles of Saxo-Grammaticus (1200). In the Danish 
version the hero is called Toko and escaped on skis, not leaping ashore 
from a boat. Otherwise the stories are similar. In 1760 people were not 
prepared to accept a reappraisal of Tell and Freudenberger's book was 
burned by the public executioner in Altdorf. Nowadays the Danish origin 
of the Tell story is accepted. Historians now see the Tell story as an 
aspect of the rural-urban conflict of the late 14th century when it was 
important to keep the Confederation united. In this context the Tell 
story played an important part. 
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TELL'S SON query on page 6 of the January Newsletter. Mr J F Giblin of 
Lancashire has sent the following: "As you know, J C F Schiller based 
his 'Wilhelm Tell' (1803/4) on the work of Agidius Tschudi (1505-1572) 
entitled 'Chronikon Helveticum' and, foreseen, duly took the names of 
his characters from it. 

In Schiller's 'Wilhelm Tell', two sons of Wilhelm - Vial ther and 'iiilhelm 
- are listed in the cast. However it is walther who (in Act 3, Scene 3) 
is the one that has the apple shot from his head: 'Do you think I am 
afraid of the arrow from my father 1 s hand? I will await it steadfastly 
and not quiver an eyelash. Quick my father, show that you are an archer.'"· 

150 Years of Swiss Postage Stamps 
The postage stamp as we know it today was first introduced in ~reat Britain. In 1837 
Rowland Hill sug"ested that in future postage should no longer be paid by the addressee but 
by the sender and that adhesive stamps should be used as pr_oof that the correct ?osta,ge had 
been prepaid. This led to the issue on 1 May 1840 of the first postage stamps. th~ Pe_nny 
Black' and the 'Twopenny Blue', both bearing the likeness of the young Queen V1c~ona. 
In Switzerland the postal services were exclusively the concern of th_e cantons unnl 1848. 
Encouraoed bv the developments in England, Zurich became the first canton, and also 
the first" post~! authority on the European mainland, to introduce prepaid ~ostage 
using stamps. The 'Zurich 4' for local postage and the 'Zurich _6' f?r cantonal m~1l were 
issued on 1 March 1843. On 1 October 1843 Geneva followed sun with a stamp of its own, 
the 'Double Geneva'. 
Basle-City was the third canton in Switzerland to issue a postage stamp. On 1 July 1845 
the 2i12-centime stamp - better known as the 'Basie Dove' - appeared. It was to 
become extremely popular with stamp collectors and is still famous t~day. _It _was the 
first stamp in the world to be produced in three-colour letterpress an~ re!Ief pnntmg. 
The Federal Constitution of 12 September 1848 made postal services throughout the 
counrrv a federal business. The first Swiss as opposed to cantonal stamps appeared 
at the ·beginning of May 1850. They were denominated. at 2i12 centimes and showe~ 
a shield with the Swiss cross. None of the stamps mennoned so far were perforated. 
thev had do be cut from the sheet with scissors. The year 1862 saw the appearance of the 
'Sitting Helvetia perforate' series, which for several reasons c~n be re_ga'.ded as th_e 
first modern postage stamps. - Until about 1900, stamps were v_1nually limited to their 
primary role of furnishing proof of payment; la~er they acqmred a whole, range of 
supplementary functions. Today, nearly all countnes m the world use postage ~tamps 
to convey cultural and political messages. They are harnessed to promote _tounsm as 
well as patriotic and philanthropic causes. Colourful postage stamps are. m a sense 
a country's 'visiting cards'. Swiss issues, superbly designed by wel'.-known artists, provide 
a fascinating overview of economic developments, art and history, flora and fauna 
and aspects of national life. And, of course, people all over the world collect stamps 
because of their attractive designs and interesting themes. 
The 60c issue shows the classic 'Zurich 4/6' and 'Double Geneva' stamps. The SOc value 
svmbolizes the function of stamps in the postal service, while the lOOc issue pays homage 
t~ the postage stamp as a collector's item. The set of three was designed by Hartmut 
Billharz, a 3rd-year student of graphic arts at the Basie College of Design. 

Sale 

from 16. 3.1993, 
while stocks last 

Post offices: 
until 28. 2. 1994 

Philatelic salespoints: 
until 28. 2. 1994 

Advance sale: 
from 11. 3. 1993 

Validity: 
unlimited 
from 16. 3.1993 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
25,7x36 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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60 c. 5001h Anniversary of the Birth of Paracelsus 
Paracelsus, by his real name Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim, was born at 
Einsiedeln in the Canton of Schwyz in late 1493 or early 1494. His mother was a native 
of Einsiedeln, his father a Swabian physician who had settled there. After the mother's 
death in 1502, the father moved to Villach, Austria,_ taking his son with him. 
Paracelsus was a student-teacher at the local mining school and worked at the 
laboratories of the nearby ore mines and metal-works. He completed his medical studies 
in 1516 with a doctorate from the University of Ferrara. After working as an army 
doctor from 1519 to 1520, he set up a medical practice in Salzburg. In 1527, Paracelsus 
was appointed town physician and honorary professor at Basie University. It was 
not long before he was at loggerheads with the faculty and his colleagues, who were 
opposed to his unconventional ideas. His flight from Basie in 1528 marked the begin­
ning of a turbulent, highly instructive and peripatetic phase of his life that was rich in 
literary activity. His first theological works date from 1532-33 when he was a doctor 
and lay preacher in St. Gallen and Appenzell. He returned to Salzburg in 1541 and 
died there on 24 September of the same year. 
Paracelsus developed new medicines with the help of inorganic compounds, replacing the 
drugs and remedies used in the past. He also pioneered surgery as an integral part of 
the medical arsenal. 
In his holistic approach, Paracelsus attempted not just to diagnose a disease but also to 
see and interpret cause and therapy in a larger context. Cosmic influences were brought 
in along with spiritual and psychological factors. As a physician, alchemist. philosopher 
and theologian, Paracelsus is now enjoying something of a comeback. 
The stamp, designed by Gerald Ducimetiere, Geneva, is based on a 1538 engraving of 
Paracelsus by Augustin Hirschvogel. 

80 c. Inauguration of the Olympic Museum in Lausanne 
The new Olympic Museum, dedicated to both sport and culture, will be opened in Lausanne 
on 23 June 1993. Ideally situated in spacious gardens on the shores of Lake Geneva, the 
contemporary building offers 3400 m2 (36,600 square feet) of exhibition space. Exhibits 
are presented in an attractive and instructive manner, enlivened by a variety of computer 
animations, interactive audiovisual facilities and computerized information stations. 
The museum traces the development of the Olympic movement, with its historical ap.d 
cultural ties. It documents the Games of ancient Greece and the work of Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin as well as the modern Olympics. The displays illustrate the Games' influence 
on art, design, architecture and town planning, as well as their purely athletic aspects. 
Temporary exhibitions with valuable collections of stamps, coins, posters, badges, etc., 
will be staged periodically. An Olympic research centre with a database, large library 
(15,000 volumes), a photo section, an audiovisual unit and archives complete the attractive 
offerings. 
The stamp design, by Peter Scholl, Vevey, shows a discus thrower on a Greek vase, symboliz­
ing the museum's purpose of documenting the history of the Olympic idea. 

Fr.1.80 Centenary of the International Metalworkers' Federation 
Founded in 1893 in Zurich, the International Metalworkers' Federation (IMF) today is 
the largest of the international associations of industrial trade unions. Its 170 member 
unions range from giant ones like the 3.6 million strong IG Metall of Gemany to small 
organizations in developing countries. In 1993, 16 million metalworkers in unions in 70 coun­
tries are united internationally in the IMF. 
In Switzerland, the Swiss Metalworkers' and Watchmakers' Union (SMUV-FTMH) is the 
IMF-affiliated organization and plays a key role in international union developments in 
the global metal industry. The Swiss connection with the IMF goes back decades. In 1920 
Konrad Ilg, a member of parliament and president of the Swiss metalworkers' union, 
was elected secretary of the IMF, a post he held until 1954. He was succeeded by Adolphe 
GraedeL also a Swiss metalworker, who was secretary until 1968. For more than 70 years 
the headquarters of the IMF have been in Switzerland, first in Berne and now in 
Geneva. The federation is a leading international defender of human rights, political 
freedom and economic and social justice. It has given its moral and material support 
to the Polish Solidarity movement and to metalworkers in countries such as South 
Africa, South Korea, Brazil, Turkey and Chile in their quest for democracy. Since 1990 
the IMF has been active in eastern Europe, building new unions to promote social devel­
opment in a post-communist world. Currently, the IMF is encouraging the creation of 
trans-frontier works councils in multinational companies to secure workplace democracy 

. on an international basis. 
The stamp design by Jean Ongaro, Geneva, shows a metalworker's face in silhouette and 
part-profile. Tb.e five colours symbolize the five continents. The cross indicates the asso­
ciation with Switzerland. 

Definitive stamps: «Animals» 
Two values are being added to the «Animals» definitive series. The I-franc horse stamp 
replaces the same value from the Signs of the Zodiac series now ended. It corresponds to the 
new postage for 20g priority letter mail items to Europe and the Mediterranean countries. 
The 1.20-franc stamp covers various second-class (B-mail) rate and weight steps. 
Like the other issues in the series, the stamps were designed by Basie graphic artist Celestino 
Piatti and steel engraved by Max Muller, Bern. 

Printing 

Recess/offset 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
24x29 mm 
Cylinder 
circumference: 
6 sheets of 50 stamps 
/recess onlv) 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux·de-Fonds 
Size: 
25,7x36 mm and 
36x25,7mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 
Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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The following tributes have been received - lVIrs Edythe J Rawnsley 

The recent sad death of ~rs Rawnsley was a great loss to the Helvetia 
Philatelic Society. Being a member of the Northern Group I had only met 
her perhaps four or five times, but I had corresponded with her for many 
years. Her last letter to me was, in fact, only about 3 weeks before her 
death. I, therefore, felt that I knew her quite well, and certainly knew 
of the vast amount of work she had done for the Society over many years 
both as Secretary and Editor of the Newsletter. 

She had a great knowledge of many aspects of Swiss philately, particu­
larly postal history, and, as I found on numerous occasions, was always 
ready to help others. Our Society was a great part of her life and I am 
sure she would be happy to know that largely because of her work over 
many years we are now established as one of the leading specialist 
societies in the United Kingdom. R A Hoyle Hon. Secretary 

In my early days of collecting the stamps of Switzerland in 1968, I took 
the decision that I ought to join a specialist society. I therefore con­
tacted the then Secretary - Edythe Rawnsley - and got the usual warm 
introduction along with lots of useful information. From then on I was 
hooked, not only on the stamps but from the enthusiasm of the Secretary 
and Newsletter Editor from which one knew with each new issue one would 
learn a lot more. 

Time went by and then in early 1975 we all heard that the Secretary/ 
Editor was on the move. Little did I know that my thoughts or maybe 
dream that she would be taking up residence in my home town of Bognor 
Regis would in reality come true - but yes, this was to be my piece of 
luck. My enthusiasm ran away with me, and I think even before she moved 
I got in touch with her wit~ the view to her giving a display to the 
local society at Chichester. Naturally enough she agreed and later did 
a time as their President. 

As the years went by I became quite attached to her, and I like to 
think that she thought of me as a true friend. As the years went by she 
had problems with her health and finally took the decision last year to 
move into a local rest home. The staff took to her and she to them. I -
can truthfully say that she enjoyed her stay - of only about 7 months -
and only 2 days before her death had been on a coach trip with friends 
from a local day centre - which she used to attend - to Brighton to see 
the Ice Show. She told me all about it, how enjoyable and colourful it 
was but she did say that she found the journey a little tiring. 

It was a privilege to have known her, she will be greatly missed. 
Allen Payne 

rr.rs Rawnsley' s stalwart devotion to the Helvetia Philatelic Society and 
its Newsletter will long be remembered by all collectors of Swiss stamps. 
No Society meeting would have been complete without her presence and the 
very many gems of informative discussions I had with her before meetings 
will remain as treasured memories in the storehouse of my mind. 

Alma Lee President 

I shall never forget the warmth of the welcome I had from Edythe Rawnsley 
when I joined the Helvetia Philatelic Society. She was a gold mine of 
information on Swiss philately and I was only one of scores of members 
to whom she gave unstinting assistance. Her name was synonymous with 
that of the Society for many years and we are much the poorer for her 
passing. Claude Mistely Chairman 
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A TRIBUTE TO EDYTHE RAWNSLEY - These have been sad months, first \Ying 
Co!Ilr:lander Frank Bulstrode and now Edythe Rawnsley, two dear friends of 
half a lifetime. No more telephone calls exchanging news, no longer 
able to tap brains of incredible knowledge on Swiss philately. It is a 
sad loss to me and I know to all of us in the Society. 

Mrs Rawnsley was ever willing to help to answer questions and even to 
look for items others could not find for themselves. After I purchased 
her collection I was amazed at the q_uantity of envelopes (nothing was 
ever thrown awayt) addressed to her from inland and overseas. Less than 
two weeks before her sudden death I had a four-page letter saying how 
much fitter she felt and all the local trips and events she looked 
forward to enjoying again, and she even planned to visit Stampex this 
month. 

We shall remember her fondly and many Helvetia members who purchased 
sections of her collection (we kept them intact as much as possible) 
will still enjoy her detailed and painstaking work. Thank you Mrs 
Rawnsley for your devotion to the Society for many decades. 

H L Katcher 

LONDON MEETING OF 17th February 1993 
The Chairman, Claude Mistely, welcomed 18 members and gave apologies 
from Mrs Dawson. He made reference to our loss in the death of Mrs 
Edythe Rawnsley, in whose memory members stood in silent remembrance. 
Some members had attended the cremation service at Chichester. The 
Society had also learned of the passing of another old member, who had 
joined in 1956, Mr Godfrey Ward of Ambleside. 

'Mail between Switzerland and Abroad' was the theme for the evening. 
Nine members produced material, both inward and outward~ of a most 
interesting nature, giving rise to much discussion. G VV Hubbard - A 
selection of Postage Due covers from far and near, Argentina, USA and 
Europe, varying dates, including the 1954 trials of using ordinary 
stamps as dues. F Pickard - ·The reply part of Swiss Postal Stationery 
cards coming back 'home', and foreign reply cards going to their 'home'. 
Underfranked and censored mail. B Hoddenott - West and then East around 
the world, outward and inward, including one to Russia, the datestamps 
showing the effect of the different calendars. (arriving before posted). 
Latin and South .America to Japan as well as Europe. E Lienhard - Postage 
due items and pre-stamp covers showing the use of the 'Franco Grenze' 
mark a.rj.d 'Suisse par Belfort' on outward mails. A Lee - Mainly post 
cards from Switzerland (as easier to display both despatch and arrival 
cancels) to Middle East destinations, Africa, Shanghai via Siberia. 
C Il!istely - Covers to Isle rs of Wohl en from Europe, Po stage Dues, 
letter from USA on the first return Clipper flight (Comet 4B), Censor 
mail. R S Johr1son - A letter that went in and out of Sweden, Parcel 
cards ar:_ound Chiasso, Lake r~1aggiore and 'Rayon Limi trophe' mail usage 
in and from Ticino Canton. D Houtris - The Language of Stnmps cards. 
M 0 Bidmead - Outward pre stamp dating from 1753 'De Basel', the 
Helvetic BH in oval of Huningue, examples of cachets required by differ­
ent treaties, Rayon Limitrophe both pre-stamp and after, the Red A80 
rate used with extras before and after the 1st February 1993 increase. 

I hope members will not feel aggrieved at "errors & omissions" but 
there was much to see and time was limited. A truly interesting and 
worthwhile evening. M O B 

It is reported that in March 1909 there was a postal strike in Geneva. 
'Ha<:! <:>mrnr.i:> ::rnv information on this unusual event? 
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THE A!1TNUAL COf.l:PETITION is being held this year on Wednesday 14th April 
at 6.45 p.m. in the Victory Services Club. 

The competition, in two sections, is open to all members, one entry 
in each section. If you are not able to take your entry yourself send 
it by post to the Chairman, to arrive by Monday 12th .April. Judging will 
be by popular vote as usual, by all those present so that everyone can 
gain some experience of judging. 

HELVETIA SILVER CUP - Entries of between eight and twelve sheets can 
be of any postage stamps, charity issues, airmail, specials, postage 
dues, officials, miniature sheets, flown covers, or anything except 
postal history. Thematic entries will be judged as part of the Cup 
Competition. The Cup is awarded annually, to be returned by competition 
night. If won three times in succession by the same member it shall 
become his or her property and the Committee shall provide a new cup 
for the next year. 

MOORE TROPHY - Entries of nine sheets on any aspect of Postal History. 
Awarded annually; to be returned by competition night. 

Let us see a good number of entries. If you are not competing then 
turn up and help judge, you are sure to learn something. 

There will follow a discussion of the programme for next season. 

NORTHERN GROUP - The Northern Group held its annual competition in Leeds 
on 6th February. The winners, which were as usual decided by popular 
vote, were as follows: 
Aerophilately and winner of the Highstead Cup - Mr D Cairns with an 
entry entitled 'The Airmail Service between the UK and Switzerland'. 
Postal History and winner of the Moore Bowl - Mr D Hope with 'Intern­
ment in Switzerland 1939-1945'. 
Postal Stationery - Mrs V 1'avis with an entry of 'Privately Printed 
Envelopes' • 
Thematic - Mrs V Davis with 'The Swiss Post 14th to 20th Century'. 
Philatelic - Mr P Vaughan with 'The Perforated Sitting Helvetia Issues'. 

THE SWISS NATIONAL TOURIST OFFICE was the first overseas tourist off ice 
to be established in Britain and, to celebrate its Centenary, they are 
issuing, on 11th May 1993, a specially designed full-colour cover fea­
turing old and new Swiss trains. The GB Europa stamps, to be issued on 
the same day, will be used with a special postmark depicting the Swiss 
National Tourist Office London Centenary logo. The covers, costing £6-
each, can be ordered from: Covercraft, PO Box 432, Beckenham, Kent BR3 
3SZ, or bought over the counter at the Tourist Office in the Swiss Centre 
near Leicester Square, London. Other festivities are planned that week. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following Fairs: 3 Apr. i:tioking PS event; 17 Apr. 
Thatcham; 24 Apr. High Wycombe; 25 Apr. Milton Keynes. See Press 
for details of venues. A new Buy/Bid List is in preparation and 
will be sent free on request. Club book remainders will be pur­
chased sub;iect to current stocks. Wants lists always welcomed. 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that seldom has a new issue been so heavily criticised as the three 
stamps for the 16th March commemorating 150 years of Swiss (and Conti­
nental) stamps. Graphically 'correct', but meaningless. A great oppor­
tunity missed, again; but a nice FD cancel. See also the cancellation 
used by the German 'Helvetia' Study Circle below. 
- that the two definitives issued on the same day are, as the rest of 
the series, just not typically Swiss. The horses will grace foreign 
mail to ~rope, and the howling dog will announce the arrival of letters 
in medium size covers (B5 to B4) internal B mail. 
- that the third set, issued on the same day, is more Swiss in charac­
ter and typically average, and therefore acceptable to collectors here. 
- that the 60c Paracelsus is historically interesting, however the PTT 
got the place of birth wrong. He was born illegitimately in Egg, about 
6 km from 3insiedeln. This is mentioned in Dr Schlunegger's "Die Motive 
der Schw. Y'ierbdatumstempel" Volume 4, as the K cancel for Egg (Ecke = 
corner) shows Paracelsus. See the illustration of K 1226. 
- that rumours, more rife than ripe, hint at a combination in some way 
of the PTT printing works in 3ern and the Courvoisier works in La Chaux­
de-Fonds, caused by falling orders and profits. This would end 60 years 
of 'partnership' for Swiss stamps. 
- that to help towards the millions needed to balance the books the PTT 
will no longer give numbers to the new K cancels nor to the publicity 
slogans in the PTA (official gazette). Apparently such work is being 
given to the 11 district HPOs. 'I'o maintain some sort of order the SVP 
will carry on with the present numbering for their catalogues, but 
some discrepancies can be expected, with repaired or re-issued cancels•, 
- that it seems that the PTT are also saving money by using hardly any 
ink in their cancelling machines. New issue secretaries are going crazy. 
Why collect cancellations if you can't read the date? But the PTT will 
not guarantee the quality of machine cancellations. 
- that during the last 5 years or so on average a PO has been robbed 
each week somewhere, in spite of all the precautions taken. A softer 
target than a bank, even though the haul is usually lower. 
- that even though the number of letters handled per day is dropping 
steadily, the PTT has announced a new plan for the mechanised handling 
of practically al~ mail. In addition to Zftrich, two further centres 
are planned for Bern and Lausanne, by expanding the present instal­
lations. We will see, as they are now well on the way to coding nearly 
all letters down to the number of the postman's round. 
- that the special 60c stamp for the WIBRA exhibition - Winterthur from 
5th to 9th May - shows the 'Hohentweil', the fastest motor ship on the 
Lake of Constance. A good-looking stamp I am told. 
- that :t'_or this exhibition there will be the usual catalogue of the 400 
exhibitors and their 2230 frames, and a book covering all imaginable 
cancellations used in Winterthur for nearly 200 years. 
STOP PRESS - New edition of the SVP \)osSELDORp- 7 
K-cancel Handbook, bound _.:;,5, all #':Rice, 10 Jahre • ~ 
cancels up to Karch 1993, Ger & Fr. 1 EGG ~ Arge Schweiz ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
£11- to members up to the end of April Q:> -6.-9.89-8 ~ ~- -1.-3.1993 '~ 
(inc. p&p) Cheque to me at Hurd~cker- ~ Z 
strasse 40, CH-8049 Zftrich (or $20- ~ 150 JahreBriefmarken~ 
bill direct). Said to be more than ~<?at-Tax auf demKontinen1 ~ 
a thousand prices changed? ~<'too,qr~~~ss'\~ 
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• -<3 ST~IV1PS 
FOR 

SWISS STA.rv1PS 

SWISS COVERS 

New Stock .Just In 

BUNDESFEIER CARDS 
PRO JUVENTUTE CARDS 

:March 1993 

LJ2>©~LF~CL ~LF~LFO©(NJ~~~ 

Ytl.A.NTS LISTS PLEASE 
IAN GILCHRIST l.G. ST AMPS PO BOX 15 

As you will have read in the DYK 
on the previous page the PTT are 
no longer allocating numbers to 
these cancels. If you want ·to keep 
up-to-date then avail yourself of 

HARROGATE HGl 1 SL the kind off er by Mr Rutherfoord 
at the bottom of the previous page. 

Now available, the new 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTE:;:fSTEIN CATALOGUE 1993 
in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction. in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) 

sFr. 20.--
Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vbl. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 

of new 
and address 
sFr. 51. --

All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56.--
All prices without postage~ 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12. 10 
A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 
published at the end of November 1992. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZID~STEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-30CO BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
n-..: _ _.._~~ i--,~ -OUM °ROT'l'Y'f'\ D'T'~nhi I"'~ ( r.hi ~h ester) Ltd.. Chichester GB 
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THE GREAT RAZOR BLADE MYSTERY, a possible solution? Part 1, T·!I Rutherfoord 

On the 21st February 1889 Frederic de Coppet, an engineer/inventor of 
Lausanne, patented a remarkable device, a flexible hand-canceller (see 
figure 1). It is possible that the very rare Lausanne cancel shown in 
figure 2 is from the canceller example he had to present to the Patent 
Office in Bern to get Patent No. 251 (the Swiss Patent Office had only 
opened in late 1888). He also patented a hand-cancelling machine on 13th 
July 1889, No. 1188, but that is another story. 

!'ollowing a recommendation from the PTT District Office in Lausanne 
he had a meeting with the General r~anagement of the PTT in Bern on the 
19th March 1892. He then submitted three cancellers for use in Bern, 
Geneve and Lausanne. They must have made an impression similar to the 
usual rigid cancellers, certainly not 'Razor-blades', but this is still 
being looked into. At the beginning of 1893 these three cancellers were 
all returned for repairs, although all three offices agreed with de 
Coppet's claim that with his flexible canceller it was less tiring to 
make a good clear strike than with the usual rigid cancellers. 

At this point I must explain how we have this information. In the PTT 
Library in Bern there are very large books in which each year, under a 
multitude of section headings, all correspondence coming to, or goi·ng 
from, the General Management in Bern was registered in cryptic form by 

Figure 1 - Illustrations 
taken from the Patent 
documents showing the 
construction and, below, 
the angle of use. 
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whichever clerk handled that letter in German, i.e., his version of nu­
merous letters in French say. The actual letters, or copies, have all 
been destroyed in the course of the years, also the same procedure was 
followed at all the district offices I have visited, so the complete 
story may never be known but a lot can be deduced. In 1898 'Flexible de 
Coppet Datestamps' received their own correspondence section number, so 
making subsequent investigations somewhat easier. On the 26th May de 
Coppet told the PTT that a new, improved version was available, and on 
19th September he submitted a new 'form' which was accepted by the PTT 
on the 21st. J:his must have been the original 'Razor Blade', which I 
suggest was introduced to enable easier assessment of the actual im­
pressions made in the PO, to compure the old 'rigid' impressions with 
those made with the new 'flexible' canceller. The 'Razor Blade' was, 
therefore, just a :wethod of identification during the planned trial 
period. See figure 3 for a usual cancel and figure 4 for the 'new' one 
for comparison. On Saturday 8th October six de Coppet flexible cancellers 
were delivered by Bern to the HPOs of Districts I to v, namely Geneve, 
Lausanne (two cancels), Bern, Neuchatel and Basel. As can be seen from 
the new Table 1 the first recorded day of use was in two cases l\:onday 
10th October, two on the 11th and one each on the 12th and 15th. This 
is the proof to me that the de Coppet cancellers delivered on the 8th 
cannot be anything other than the 'Razor Blades' so carefully researched 
and listed by Pierre Guinand et al. 

The next delivery of five cancels was on 24th October 1898, to the 
remaining HPOs excepting Chur. On the 19th April 1899 seven cancellers 
were delivered to :Sern, and I have assumed that five were repaired ones, 
and two new ones for Chur and Ztirich Fahrpost Aufgabe. In all cases the 
H:POs were requested to try them out and report back after 1 year. How­
ever the number of repairs, and some improvements, was considerable, 
although on the whole the acceptance was positive for this 'Type 1' with 
external spiral spring (figure 1). 

There were various discussions with the PT'r regarding an improved 
version, which I have called 'Type 2', and all eleven HPOs were supplied 
on 27th June 1902 and asked to reply by January 1903. They all did reply 
positively, excepting Bellinzona. So the trial period of roughly 4 years 
was over. Then on the 16th April 1903 the PTT ordered from de Coppet all 
future cancellers with time reels and for TPOs with his flexible system, 
covered by his new patent of 12th January 1903, which shows an internal 
flat spiral spring, i.e., a much better idea. 

The above is a resume of what the incomplete records show, but how did 
I get into them? It was the Dutch 'Studiegroep' who, in 1969, published 
the first collation of these peculiar cancels. This was taken up by the 
CEPL and they published a number of articles in the SBZ between 1973 
and 1978. Then in December 1990 Mavis Bidmead wrote an article in the 
Helvetia Newsletter, followed by a talk at the London meeting of the 
JillS on 13th March 1991. Further articles by her appeared in July and 
December 1991, and by me in September and November 1991. 

Then at Stampex/BPE in October 1991 occured the vital breakthrough. 
In a Norwegian Postal History exhibit Mavis Bid.mead, together with Bob 
Johnson, saw a 'Razor Blade' cancel (figure 5 is similar) and contacted 
the exhibitor, Olga Ellis, who the next day (by chance) received the 
latest issue of the Norwegian Philatelic Federation :Magazine (Fila­
telistisk Arbor) of October 1991 with an article by A Langangen on 
just that cancel~ From this article we had the first link between 
Frederic de Coppet, his flexible datestamp, the 'Razor Blade' form and 
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the Norwegian Patent. One coincidence after another, and Mavis was 
right there. With this truly vital information I went to the Swiss 
Patent Office and got copies of his five Swiss patents, and the con­
firmation that he must have been producing for Switzerland as well. 
Then to the PTT Library, and with the keywords 'handstamp', 'flexible' 
and 'de Coppet', together with the approximate dates of first use from 
Pierre Guinand's lists, the exact delivery dates could be found as 
outlined above, completing (to my mind) the chain of proof that de 
Coppet, flexible handstamp and the 'Razor Blade' cancel were, in effect, 
the same. Although this is a humdrum, mundane explanation the inves­
tigation has opened up a whole treasure trove of information on other 
aspects of Swiss cancellations. 

Table 1 - Proof of Theory 

PK No. 

VI I.01 . 1.02 . I.03 

v 2.01· . -2.02 . 2.03 . 2.04 

Xi 3.0i . 3.02 . 3.03 

Ill 4.01 . 4.02 . 4.03 . 4.04 . . 4.0S 

x S.01 . S.02 . S.03 . S.04 

I 6.01 . 6.02 . 6.03 . 6.04 . 6.0S . 6.06 

11 7.01 . 7.0la . 7.02 . 7.03 . 7.04 

vu 8.01 . 8.Q2 . 8.03 . 8.04 . 8.0S 

IV 9.01 . 9.02 .. 9.03 

IX 10.01 . 10.02 . I0.03 

VIII 11.01 . 11.02 .. 11.03 . 11.04 . . I I.OS . J 1.()6 

a = Delivery date from PTT Bern of a de Coppet flexible handstamp. 
b = Earliest recorded date of use of a 'Razor Blade' cancel. 
There are 47 known handstamps listed in the first column from 
which by deducting the 11 +2+4=17 ·:rype I & 11 Type II there are 
19 repaired or modified ones, subject to correction. 

Type I (with external spring) I I( int. spring) 

Deliverv 1 1898 la 1899 2 1900 3 1902 
Place Text a b a b a b a b 

M:Ju.u BRF.fOXP. 24.X 8.XI 
AAAAU BRF.EXP. 27.VI 3.VII 
AARAU· BRF.EXP. 

BASEL BRF.EXP. 8.X 12.X 
BASEL BRF.EA"P. 7.IX 10. IX 
BASEL BRF.F.XP. 27.VI 3.VII 
BASEL BRF.EXP. 

BELLlNZONA L1,1 IERE 24.X 9.XI 
BELUNZONA LETIT:RE 27.VI 2. VII 
BELLINZONA LETTERE Fig. 2 

BERN BRF.EXP. 8.X 10.X 
BERN BRF.E>.."P. 7.IX 10. IX 
BERN BRF.EXP. 27.VI 1. VII 
BERN BRF.EXP. 
BERN BRF.EXP. 

CHUR BRF.EXP. 19.IV23.IV 
CHUR BRF.EXP. 27.VI 6. VII 
CHUR BRF.EXP. 
CHUR 

GENEVE EXP.LETTR. 8.X 10.X 
GENEVE EXP.LETT. 27.VI 1. VII • Fig. 3. 
GENEVE EA"P. LETT. 
GE.,cVE RUE DU STAND 7.IX 10.IX 
GENEVE RUE DU STAND 
GENE VE RUE DU STAND 

LAUSANNE EXP.LETTR. 8.X 11.X 
LAUSANNE EXP.LETTR. 
LAUSANNE EXP.LE'IT. 27. VI 6.VII 
LAUSANNE CONSIG. LETT 7.IX 13.IX 
LAUSAN?'E CONSIG. MESS. 8.X 15.X 

LUZERN BRF.EXP. 24.X 4.XI 
LUZERN BRF.EXP. 27.VI 8.VII 
LUZERN BRF.EA"P. Fig. 4 
LUZERN BRF.EXP. 
LUZERN BRF.EXP. 

NEUCHATEL EA"P. LETTR. 8.X 11.X 
NEUCHATEL EXP.LETTR. 27.VI 1. VII . 
NEUCHATEL EXP.LETTR. 

ST.GALLEN BRF.EXP. 19.IV ·1. IX 
ST.GALLEN BRF.EXP. 27.VI 1.X 
ST.GALLEN BRF.EXP. 

ZURJCll BRF.EXP. 24.X 26.X 
ZURICH BRF.EXP. 
ZURIOI BRF.EXP. 27.VI 17. IX 
ZURICH BRF.EXP. Fig. 5 
ZURICH BRF.EXP. 
ZURICH. FAJIRP. A UFO. 19.IV 25.IV 
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IS YOUR COLLECTION STRONG IN 

SITTING 
AND 

STANDING HELVETIAS? 
IF NOT, NOW IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY OF REALLY 
STRENGTHENING IT. WE HAVE RECENTLY ADDED 

April 1993 

TO OUR STOCK SOME SUPERB SPECIALISED COLLECTIONS 
OF THESE ISSUES AND CAN OFFER SOME OF THE RARER 
VARIETIES, FINE COVERS INCLUDING SCARCE FRANKINGS 
AS WELL AS THE BASIC STAMPS IN SINGLES, BLOCKS OF 
FOUR AND LARGER MULTIPLES. 

WE SHALL BE PLEASED TO SUBMIT APPROVALS EITHER 
AGAINST DETAILED WANTS-LIST OR FOR MIXED SELECTIONS. 

"THE EARLY BIRD" ..... 

Our Great Strength Is 
The Ability To Supply 

Items Other Dealers Cannot. 

46 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SWISS 

PHILATELY! 

RPSC H. L. KATCHER PTS APS 

The Amateur Collector Ltd 
P.O. Box No 242, LONDON N2 OVZ, England 

Phone: 081-348 0296 Fax: 081-347 8397 
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PRO PATRIA 1993 Swiss Folk .Art 
60+30 c. Appenzell dairyman's earring (Appenzell Ethnographic Museum, Stein, 
Canton Appenzell) 
The typical earring (Ohreschuefe) worn by the men who traditionally combined the func­
tions of herdsman and cheesemaker is in two parts. The clip, for some unknown reason 
called a Schlang or snake (there are no snakes in Appenzell), is worn permanently in the 
right ear. The decorative pendant dangling by its elegant little handle from a figure·of­
eight hook is a miniature replica of the creamer used in dairies. Made of goldplated silver, 
it is worn on festive occasions. 

60+30 c. Fliihli glassware (Local Museum, Langnau, Emmental) 
In the 18th and 19th centuries the wooded areas of the Entlebuch (Canton Lucerne) and 
upper Emme (Canton Bern) valleys were known for their production of not only flat glass 
but also large quantities of glass vessels. Tumblers, bottles and jugs in all shapes and 
sizes were richly cut, ground and enamelled. Today the products are named after the 
small town of Flilhli. The cylindrical bottle in clear glass shown on the stamps dates 
from the year 1738. The enamel painting depicts a leaping stag in a framework of foliage 
and tendrils. 

80+40 c. Poya, transhumance (Gruyeres Museum, Bulle) 
In Gruyeres, as in other parts of Switzerland, the end of May is the time when the 
cows are driven up to the summer pastures in a process called transhumance. This 
special event in the herdsmen's lives is celebrated in song (the «Ranz des vaches») 
and depicted in «poyas», large wall-paintings that adorn numerous farmhouses in 
the region. The stamp shows part of a work by Sylvestre Pidoux (1800-1871), the best­
known artist of the genre. The complete original is 50x411 cm (1 ft. 8 in.xl3 ft. 6 in.) 
in size. 

100+40 c. Straw hat ornament (Freiamt Straw Museum, Wohlen) 
Straw, a seemingly worthless and now forgotten material, was for two hundred years the 
basis of a flourishing industry. Its origins can be traced to the Freiamt region of 
Canton Aargau in the 16th century. After 1880, straw-working developed into the main· 
stay of the economy in the Freiamt and the nearby Seetal. When hats went out of 
fashion in the second half of the 20th century, the industry was doomed. The creation 
shown in the stamp consists of rosettes, braided flowers and other straw ornaments 
stitched together. 

EUROPA Contemporary art: ARCHITECTURE 

The theme of the 1993 Europa stamps is Contemporary Art. However; having jearured this subjea -
at least in relation to painting - in our 1991 Pro Patria set. we decided to devote the present · 
stamps to architecture. Our decision was influenced by the fad that Mario Botta of Lugano, 
probably the best-known of contemporary Swiss architects, agreed to design them for us. 
The 60c stamp shows the Media House in Villeurbanne, France. The building, erected 
in 1988, lies on one of the town's main arteries. The slightly protruding fa<;:ade with 
its two-colour stone strip cladding is divided in the middle by a striking, steplike recess. 
Unlike the flat front of the building, the rounded back traces the interior structure, as 
shown on the stamp. 
The 80c stamp features a house in Breganzona, Ticino, built between 1987 and 1988. It 
stands on a hilly site near Lugano, the area the architect himself comes from. It represents 
an ideal combination of various rural architectural traditions in contemporary form. The 
striped surface of the walls is composed of rows of cement panels interspersed with light, 
siliceous bricks. 

Lake Constance Region 
In centuries past, when navigable waterways offered the best means of communica­
tion, the region around Lake Constance formed a cultural and historical entity in the 
Alemannic heartland. The people were of the same stock, they spoke the same 
language and were open to the world. Powerful influences radiated from the monasteries 
of Reichenau and St. Gallen, unimpeded by obstacles which exist today. Later, borders 
arose between Germany, Austria and Switzerland, which meet on the shores of Lake 
Constance. As roads and railways gained in importance, the lake became a barriei: The 
twentieth century brought difficult times in the form of two world wars, which tempo­
rarily clouded the goodneighbourly relations. But despite all the vagaries of history, the 
unique landscape of the greater Lake Constance region has retained its distinctive 
identity rooted in a common heritage that reaches back more than 1000 years. 
The same design features in the stamp issues of all three riparian states. It documents 
their changed climate of relations and bears witness to new forces which are now at 
work helping to dose the gap between past and present. It is hoped that the region will 
once again become in the minds of its inhabitants what it really always has been: a single 
entity, an important region of Europe. Born of a growing understanding for each other, 
the stamp testifies to the new spirit of European integration. It marks the beginning of 
a concept which is slowly taking shape - the concept of a Lake Constance European 
Region. 
The stamp designed by Arnold Wittmer, Gunzwil, features a stylized representation of 
the restored paddle steamer 'Hohentwiel' flying the flags of the three littoral states. It 
symbolizes the many concerns and interests shared by the three countries bordering on 
Lake Constance and underlines the message that they really are 'all in the same boat'. 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
39,2x28,6mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Designer 

Arnold Wittmer, 
Gunzwil 
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~ 
PRO PATRIA 

AUSGABETAG 
5.5.93 

Sale 

from 5. 5.1993, 
while stocks last 

Post offices: 
until31.8.1993 

Philatelic salespoints: 
until 31.12.1993 

Advance sale: 
from 29.4.1993 

Validity: 
unlimited 
from 5. 5.1993 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
33,4x28 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Designer 

Bruno Scarton, 
Liebefeld 

Printing 

Recess/offset; 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
28x33 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
4 sheets of 50 stamps 
(recess only) 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
Designer 

Mario Botta, Lugano 
Engraver 

Pierre Schopfer, 
La Chaux (Cossonay) 

F:D cancel 
shown on 
:page 31. 
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The 3xchange Packet Secretary needs your booklets up to the end of JUNE. 

Northern Group - At the meeting of Northern Group members in Leeds on 
:March 6th the display was given by the Chairman, Mr :D Hope. The first 
part of his display consisted of the Publicity issues divided into themes 
and was a fine example of how a collection of modern stamps can be de­
veloped using photographs, postcards, covers and cancellations. ~hemes 
covered included sport, the Red Cross, airports and transport, univer­
sities, environment protection, exhibitions and festivals. 

He then showed several short displays of the Swiss postal code system, 
Europa stamps, Fram.a labels, lake steamer cachets, national stamp exhi­
bitions and the United Nations. A~ain all most beautifully illustrated 
with covers, cancellations and postcards. RA H 

URGENT - Send your booklets for the packet before the end of June. 

London meeting of 10th March 1993 - Bus strikes and security alerts 
reduced the numbers present to 11. Apologies were received from Mrs 
Dawson and :Messrs ~atchell, Pickard and Slate. The main presenter of 
the evening, Mr L E Stiles, started with enlargements of the Tell Head 
clearly showing the differences between Types I & II but why were they 
so numbered when II was issued on 14.7.14 and I on 9.9.14? We then saw 
examples of the different catalogue varieties, overprints for the pro­
visional issues and the different ink colours for booklet stamps. The 
Tell Boy issues, Types I, II & III were shown in all values and blocks 
of four with plate numbers, printings for booklets and security methods 
to prevent fraudelent use of gutters. Printings ceased in 1934 but the 
stamps remained valid until December 1942. Mr Lienhard followed with a 
short study including mixed frankings; Mrs Bidmead showed different 
wrappers and booklet printings used on cover and for registered. M 0 B 

(f HELP - Can any member give a display to STOCKTON ON TEES Philatelic 
U Society, all expenses paid? Please contact our Secretary, RA Hoyle. 

Any material that you have for sale should be put into booklets of a 
maximum size 8" X 5" and sent by the end of JUNE to the Hon. Pkt Sec. 

Members may be interested to know that a Postal Stationery Society has 
been formed and a journal is in process of production. A postal auction 
will be in operation by the autUI!l!l. There will be two meetings a year; 
the next will be on 17th April at the Union Jack Club opposite Waterloo 
Station, London, from 2.00 p.m. A subscription of £5- per year. Further 
details can be obtained from the Secretary D Taylor Smith, 23 Britannia 
Road,Norwich NR1 4HP. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following fairs: 15 May Reading; 22 Tuiay Basingstoke; 
29 May Oxford; 6 June Harrow; 19 June Thatcham; 26 June Sittingbourne; 
see Press for details of venues. I buy almost anything Swiss - stamps 
covers, postal history and postcards, all subject to current stock 
at the time. Exchange deals arranged. I also sell accessories. 
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Did you kn_ow? by M Rutherfoord 

- that because of my sudden decision to visit Stampex it was not possible 
for me to show a prototype 'de Coppet' flexible handstamp to more than 
a handful of members, by courtesy of Heinz Katcher at his stand. Perhaps 
I can bring it again next year. 
- that the editor of the SBZ has asked all philatelists who are not 
satisified with the three new stamps for 150 years of Swiss Stamps to 
let the PTT know this so that in 1995 the same debacle does not happen 
with the Basel Dove. Strong words from a conservative corner. 
- that because of the traditional friendly (?) rivalry between the towns 
of Basel and Ztiri.ch, this time it should be a 3rd year student of the 
Ztirich School of Graphic Arts who designs the Basel stamp! 
- that for the WIBRA the more traditional stamp is being issued, for the 
first time, by three countries simultaneously. See the respective FD 
cancels below, and note that the German one will be dutifully applied 
in B.erlin. Bregenz is at least on the Bod.@:D.see, as it used to be called 
in the Rl!to-Romansch language. 
- that the Philatelic Bureau in Ztirich could not cancel FDCs with the 
special cancel '8000 Zftrich' for the special 150 years stamps and so 
raised a few traditionalist eyebrows, but it is a lovely FD cancel, 
even if applied only in Bern. 
- that no less than 22 stamps will be issued at the WIBRA, 16 by the 
three countries concerned, and six by the UN on the 7th May. What a 
lovely time we could have if all the stamps could be cancelled with any 
of the FD cancels available! 
- that the four Pro Patria stamps to be issued on the 5th May bring us 
back to classical Swiss philately, with the second series of Swiss Folk 
Art begun last year. (See elsewhere in the Newsletter, Ed.) 
- that the Europa pair on contemporary architecture are remarkable for 
being designed by a prominent Swiss architect, and that the 60c value 
shows a building in France. 
- that it will be interesting to see how many of the new PTT souvenirs, 
at 13SFr. will be bought, as they contain not only a set of mint blocks 
of four of each of the three 150 years stamps, but also a non-postal 
vignette showing the three stamp designs without the value and 'Helvetia' 
areas, in a booklet having four issues, i.e., in each of the four usual 
languages (without Romansch!).A neat layout cannot make up for the basic 
flaw, however. 
- that in the BBZ for March Hans Hunziker writes about the only known 
3.75c postage stamp, a 5c Strubeli with one quarter cut out. The new 
tarif of 1.7.1862 allowed a reduction for 20 or more letters given in 
at the same time, but it was left to the individual Postal Region, or 
even the postmaster to fix the discount! 
- that from the 17th March until 26th Septemb~r the PTT Museum is 
showing an important exhibition on many aspects of '150 Years Swiss 
Stamps', not only the best examples of the Ztirich and Geneve stamps, but 
also little-known experiments with alternatives to stamps. 

Very well worth a visit. 

FD cancels for the 
Lake Constance stamp 
shown on page 29. 
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l.G. STAIVIPS 

IN 

LC>NDC>f'J 
BC>NNINGTC>N HOTEL 

7 and a l'v'IA. v 
OVER 4000 

SWISS COVERS 

April 1993 

PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU WISH ME 

TO BRING SOME PARTICULAR WANTS 

I HOPE TO MEET YOU 

Apr. 14 London, Cup Competition 
and Moore Trophy. 

Apr. 17 Chippenham, Seminar. 
IAN GILCHRIST PO BOX 15 

HARROGATE HG1 1 SL 

Write to Mrs Lamble now. 

PHONE 0423 523152 FAX 0423 564210 

May 12 London, Odds and Ends, 
queries, and bits and pieces, 
all members please. 

Now available, the new 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CA'~ALOGUE 1993 
in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) 

sFr. 20.--
Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vbl. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 

of new 
and address 
sFr. 51 .--

All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56. --
All prices without postage! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 
published at the end of November 1992. 
For all zm~STEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-3000 BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
~~;n+Pn hv RPM Renro~ranhics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 
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THE GREAT RAZOR BLADE MYSTERY Part 2 by M Rutherfoord 

Since Part 1 was written quite a number of new pieces have been found 
to the Frederic de Coppet story. He was born in 1851, and in 1877 he 
became a teacher for technical drawing at the Lausanne Trades School 
until 1901. This was the year that the PTT told him, on the 7th October, 
"we are prepared to make a last trial with this order for eleven flexiblE 
cancellers". These were those delivered on the 27th June 1902 (see 
Table 1, page 27 April Newsletter), and almost certainly were Type II 
as patented on 12.1.03 (see figure 6). From a patent point of view he 
was still covered by his 1889 patent (Type I) which would have remained 
valid until 1904. 

The four cancels delivered on the 7th September 1900 were, from the 
correspondence, certainly the Type II with the internal flat spring. 
Also in the PTT Postal Museum there is only one 'Razor Blade' on show 
and this is No. 11.06 Zftrich Fahrpost-Aufgabe, delivered on 19th April 
1899, but it is, inexplicably, also a Type II. Was it modified at some 
time? Anyway Table 1 needs modifying in this respect. 

When de Coppet got his order from the PTT on 16th April 1903 for all 
future cancellers with time reels he couldn't apparently handle the 
quantity! So he got the firm of J J Gftller & Sons in Hftttikon, Zftrich, 
who had delivered all cancellers to the PTT since the late 1860s, to 
deliver for him. From the 8th June 1911 Gftller made all flexible cancel­
lers for the PTT under licence from de Coppet, as well as their own 
rigid cancellers for the simpler cancellers without time reels. This 
continued until 1964 when Gftller in turn could not deliver in the short 
time the thousands of new cancellers needed with the PLZ (postcode No.). 
The German supplier used a simple rubber block to achieve the same 
flexible effect. 

We don't know when the change from Type II to Type III took place. 
Only in one feature are they dissimilar, the method of securing the pin 
which holds all the date and time reels in position. 

From 1903 until 1963 de Coppet's brilliant idea directly helped us 
to get good cancels, and since then the flexible idea of his is still 
being used, after more than 100 years. The firm of Gftller made all K 
and special cancellers until the seventies using the 'Systeme de Coppet 

From a postmark collector's viewpoint the early de Coppet trials are 
of s ecial interest and we noted in Part 1 the rare Lausanne cancel 

HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 47th year No.5 pp 33-40 London !.iay 1993 ISSN 0951-0001 
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II Patent 

No. 26863 
12.1.03 

Figure 7 
I II Patent 

No. 33145 
7.2.05 
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with the boxed date which was a feature of 
another of the Norwegian examples discovered 
by 1.:avis Bid.mead, see figure 8. This led to 
another curious cancel, that of Ste-Croix, 
in use since 17.11.1893 (opening of the Yver­
don-Ste-Croix railway) until well into 1920, 
see figure 9. Pierre Guinand has discovered 
two versions of this cancel, with short and 
long bars. However, I have been able to find 
no trace of this cancel in the PTT records so 
far. Did de Coppet give it to them to try out, 
gratis?; also via his friends in Lausanne? 

Another famous boxed date cancel is that of 
25 years UPU used from 2nd to 4th July 1900, 
see figure 10. Here, thanks to Oslo not throw­
ing things away, we know that de Coppet made 
it! Again I have found nothing in the PTT and 
UPU records, but I suspect de Coppet, being a 
good salesman, gave it to the UPU/PTT in 
exchange for the right to hand out a copy of 
his publicity letter to all the 70-odd del­
egates at the conference. In this letter he 
says:"if you want to see how effortlessly my 
flexible canceller works go and see it in 
action at the special post office here". So 
far it seems that only Norway took him up on 
the offer and ordered two, which took 2 years 
to deliver, and they were Type II as can be 
seen in the Norwegian article (too small to 
reproduce). Pen No. S 18. 

Did any other countries order flexible date 
stamps from him at this time? From the Gftller 
record books we know that they delivered hun­
dreds of cancellers 'Systeme de Coppet' to many 
countries in Eu.rope, including the UK, and to 
South America; this has still to be investigated. 

There are two further boxed date special 
cancels in the Zumstein-Pen catalogue, S 22 
used in Basel in 1901 (and again in 1921 as 
S 70), as well as S 24 used in Vevey also in 
1901, see figures 11 and 12. In the PTT records 
I found that they were both ordered from de 
Coppet and delivered direct, not via Bern. 
There is also an intriguing reference at this 
time to a cancel 'Zftrich', also boxed? We 
don't know. 

Table 2 is the up-dated list prepared by 
Pierre Guinand. On the extreme right are shown 
rarity numbers for cancellations on stamp, on 
piece, and on cover. 

Please keep sending details of Razor Blade 
cancels to Mrs Bidmead or to the Editor. New 
discoveries are made each month. It depends 
on you, members of the Society, to continue 
research such as this. 
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"RAZOR-BLADES" CANCELS . P. Guinllld, M. Rlllherfoord, April 1993 

PK I No Place Service Bars I fAd I • Delivery Period of use Hour•) Modified Price in sFr. 

VI 1.01 AARAU BRF.EXP. . 1.02 AARAU BRF.EXP. . 1.03 AARAU BRF.EXP. 

v 2.01 BASEl. BRF.EXP. . 2.02 BASEl. BRF.EXP. . 2.03 BASEL BRF.EXP. . 2.04 BASEL BRF.EXP. 

XI 3.01 BEILINZONA LETI'ERE . 3.02 BEILINZONA LETI'ERE . 3.03 BEILINZONA LETI'ERE 
w 4.01 BERN BRF.EXP. . 4.02 BERN BRF.EXP . 4.03 BERN BRF.EXP. . 4.04 BERN BRF.EXP . 4.0S BERN BRF.EXP 

x S.01 CHUR BRF.EXP. . S.02 CHUR BRF.EXP. . S.03 CHUR BRF.EXP. . S.04 CHUR BRIEFVERSAND 

I 6.01 GENE VE EXP.l.EITR. . 6.02 GENEVE EXP.LE'IT. . 6.03 GENEVE EXP.LE'IT. . 6.04 GENEVE RUE DU STAND . 6.0S GENE VE RUE DU STAND . 6.06 GENEVE RUEDUSTAND 

n 7.01 LAUSANNE EXP.I.EITR. . 7.0la LAUSANNE EXP. LE'ITR. . 7.02 LAUSANNE £XP.1EIT. . 7.03 LAUSANNE CONSIG. LE'IT . 7.04 LAUSANNE CONSIG. MESS. 

VII 8.01 LUZERN BRF.EXP. . 8.02 LUZERN BRF.EXP. . 8.03 LUZERN BRF.EXP. . 8.04 LUZERN BRF.EXP. . 8.0S LUZERN BRF.EXP. 

IV 9.01 NEUCHATEL EXP.I.EITR. . 9.02 NEUCHATEL EXP.I.EITR. . 9.03 NEUCHATEL EXP.LE'ITR. 

IX 10.01 ST.GAU.EN BRF.EXP. . 10.02 ST.GAU.BN BRF.EXP. . 10.03 ST.GAU.BN BRF.EXP. 

vm 11.01 ZURICH BRF.EXP. . 11.02 ZURICH BRF.EXP. . 11.03 ZURICH BRF.EXP. . 11.04 ZURICH BRF.EXP. . It.OS ZURICH BRF.EXP. . 11.06 ZURICH FAHRP. AUFG. 

•) Indication of hour : 

a) 
a') 
b) 

c) 

AM: PM: 
I- to XII- -1 to -12 
I- to XII- -1 to -12 
I.- to XII.-

-··· -9 ... 
-10 to -12 

_ .......... •13 to •24 
•10 to •12 

too bot. dots mm 

12 12 . . 27 

8 8 . . 27 

8 8 . . 27 

11 10 . . 17 

8 8 16 

10 10 XI 

+ v 27 

13 13 . . 27 
8 8 . . XI 
8 8 . . 17 

13 14 . . 27 
8 8 16 
8 8 . . 27 
8 8 16 

+ m 16 

12 12 . . 27 
8 8 17 

+ x XI 

+ x 17 

13 13 . . XI 
8 8 . . 17 

+ I . . 27 
8 8 16 
8 8 28 

+ I 28 

8 8 XI 
8 8 27 
10 10 17 

8 8 16 
12 10 . . 17 

11 10 . . XI 
8 8 . . 27 
8 8 XI 

+ VII . . 27 

+ VII 27 

11 11 . . 27 
10 10 XI 

+ IV XI 

12 10 •• ..:n 126 

8 8 . . Xl.S 
8 8 . . 27,S 

12 12 . . XI 
12 12 . . 16 
10 12 26,S 
11 11 . . 16 
10 12 26.S 
12 13 . . 2A 

earliest i.test a) b) c) frvmn• D b.. 191 

·' I 

24.X. 98 8. XL 98. 21.1. 03. a) 1 2 8 
27. VI. 02 3. VIL 02. 10. W. OS. b) 2.S s 20 

? 17. IV. OS. t8. xn. oo. b) 3 6 24 

8.X.98 12.X. 98. t.X.06. a) 2.S s 20 
7.IX.00 10 IX 00 3 II 06 a) 4 8 32 
27. VI.02 3. VIl.02. 11. XL 11. b) s IO 40 

- S.IV.25. 25.X.26. c) 2.03 40 80 320 

24.X. 98 9.Xl.98. 17. vw.os. a) 3 6 24 
27. VI.02 2. VIL 02. 15. XL 02. b)? 1s 30 120 

? S.Xl.06. 12 v.11. b) 3 6 24 

8.X.98 10.X.98. 19.111. 02 a) 1.S 3 12 
7.IX.00 10 IX 00 21 xn 01 a') l.S 3 12 
27. VI.02 1. VII. 02. 8.Ix.28. b) c) 2 4 16 

? 14 IV 08 17 XII 14 a') 4 8 32 

- 20 IX 20 23 x 23 c) 4.04 2.S s 20 

19. IV. 99 23. IV. 99. 7. x. 11. a) t.S 3 12 
27. VI.02 6. VIl.02. 9. VI.16. b) 2.S s 20 

- 1. IL 17. S. V.29. b) c) S.02 3.S 7 28 

- 25. VII. 30. 6. IL 3S. ( c) S.03 6 12 48 

8. X.98 10. X.98. 23.XD. 03. a) 1.S 3 I2 
27. VI.02 1. VII. 02. 20.XL 19. b) 1.S 3 12 

- 25. IV. 21. 2.11. 32. c) 6.02 8 16 64 
7.IX.00 10 IX 00 30 IX 03 a) o.s 1 4 

? 24.Xl.04. 16. VL 17. b) 1.5 3 12 

- 16.0C 20. 16. n. 21. c) 6.0S 8 16 64 

8. x. 98 11. x. 98. 14 XLOl. a) o.s 1 4 
- 27. XI. 01. 20. V.04. a) 7.01 o.s 1 4 

27. VI.02 6. VII. 02. 23. VI. 12. b) 1 2 8 
7.IX.00 13 IX 00 20 Ill 31 a) c)? 4 8 32 
8. x. 98 lS.X. 98. 25. XII. 12. --- 3 6 24 

24.X. 98 4.Xl.98. 27.111.08. a) 1 2 8 
27. VI.02 8. VII. 02. 23.XIl.03 . b) 2.S s 20 

1 6. Vil.09. 30. IV. 19. b) 3 6 24 
- 28. x. 19. 11.xn. 37. c) 8.01 2 4 16 

- 11. VI. 19. 30. V.38. c) 8.03 2 4 16 

8. x. 98 11.X. 98. 21. m. os. a) o.s 1 4 
27. VI.02 1. VII. 02. 1. IV. 19. b) 4 8 32 

- 17.11. 26. 3. Vll.39. c) 9.02 3 6 24 

24. x. 98 1. XI. 98. IS.XII. 04. a) 2.S s 20 
27. VI.02 1. x. 02. 16. XII. 00. b) 3 6 24 

? 29. n. os. S. IV. 12. b) 2.S s 20 

24.X. 98 26.X. 98. 11. x. 99. a) 2.S s 20 
? 28.X. 00. 30. VIll.03. •) 1 2 8 

27. VI.02 17. IX. 02. 20. XL 06. b) 2 4 16 
? 25. V.04. 7.11.0S. a) 2.S s 20 
? 8. IV.08. S. IV.09. b) 3 6 24 

19. IV.99 25. IV.99. 11.X.23. --- 1.5 3 12 

Figure 8 Figure 9 Figure 10 Figure 11 Figure 1 

EXCHANGE PACKET 
DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT THAT MATERIAL THAT HAS BEEN 

UNTOUCHED FOR YEARS IN THAT OLD SHOE BOX 
AND SEND THE BOOKLETS (BY PIGEON POST?) BEFORE THE END OF JUNE! 

I 
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Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, who was he? by Gerald S Atkinson 

This is a question I have been asked on a number of occasions, not only 
because I spent 7 years at the Pestalozzidorf, an international children's 
village founded after \~V II, but also because Pestalozzi has been com­
memorated philatelically more than any other Swiss notable, as members 
must have noticed. 

J H Pestalozzi was an educational reformer, born in Ztlrich in 1746. 
He was stimulated by the works of Jean Jacques Rousseau the Geneva-born 
French philosopher and author of a novel 'Emile' dealing with the edu­
cation of children. In 1775 Pestalozzi gathered together a number of 
destitute children to whom he proposed applying his own theories. His 
scheme proved, initially, a failure. But when adapted in 1798 to an 
orphanage in Stans, in 1799 at Burgdorf, and from 1805-25 to an institute 
which he founded at Yverdon, his ideas were spread in Switzerland and 
abroad through teachers who came to him and thus influenced the whole 
course of modern education. Illiterate, ill-dressed, a poor speaker and 
a bad manager as he himself admitted, Pestalozzi was unfit for the every­
day business of life. But he aroused the admiration of Europe and at­
tracted a crowd of disciples. He died at the age of 81, a frustrated and 
disappointed man, but after his death his work became recognised and 
appreciated not only in Switzerland but in eductional circles world-wide. 

In Ztlrich, just a few hundred metres from the station in the Bahnhof­
strasse is a fine statue of him standing with his arm around a child. He 
was first commemorated philatelically in 1914 by the issue of a set of 
five Bundesfeier postcards (Z 7-11) depicting him: with a friend, in 
Stans where he founded his orphanage, in Yverdon, with his grandson, 
and his wife. Then in 1927 he was a natural choice for a set of Pro 
Juventute stamps. This organisation had been founded 2 years earlier to 
provide funds, by means of a surcharge on each stamp, to raise money 
'For Youth'. As we know it still does this each year. The same year, 
and the same occasion, was marked by the issue of two air vignettes 
(Z V21a & V21b). These were used on a special flight to carry the covers 
from Brugg to Yverdon, where, at each place, they received a special 
postmark, also shown in Zumstein (see figures 1 & 2). 

In 1940 the International Bureau of Education (BIE) issued the first 
of two sets of vignettes to help finance their assistance to POWs. 
These were not revenue stamps and had no value so are considered as 
forerunners. This first set showed a portrait of Pestalozzi and was 
in four different colours; wine red, green, brown and blue. They were 
printed in sheets of twelve and sold for 2fr. (see figure 3). It was 
not until 1944 that the first revenue stamps were produced for the BIE. 
The definitive issue of BIE stamps in 1958-60 show the Pestalozzi statue 
mentioned above on six values. In 1946 a stamp was issued to mark the 
200th anniversary of Pestalozzi's birth and shows a portrait of a 
plaster cast of his head. The BIE were allowed to issue some of these 
overprinted BIE, in red. 

Finally, in 1953, the memory of Pestalozzi was again honoured when the 
Pestalozzi World Foundation was allowed to produce a special folder 
containing four blocks of four, two mint and two FDC, from the PJ sheet 
of that year (K 44). Two of the blocks are known as the 'heart' block 
as they are taken from the centre or heart of the sheet; this is listed 
by Zumstein as Z 41 1 (only 5000 folders were produced). 

At the castle in Burgdorf there is an interesting museum devoted to 
~AAtalozzi exhibiting much of his memorabilia. All told it can hardly 
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be said that Pestalozzi was a prophet without honour in his own country. 
So when a Swiss philosopher, Walter Robert Corti, proposed in 1946 that 
the Swiss people should set up an international children's village for 
homeless orphans from many of the European countries, the choice of a 
name for it was that of Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi. 

Figure 2 - V21b, blue 

..........._,.,, .............................. _....__ 
I 

l 
I ' " . 

BUREAU INTERNATIONAL 
D'EDUCATION 

Figure 1 - V21a, yellow Figure 3 GENtVE 

ASP:SCTS OF SWISS HISTORY Part 3 - The Battle of rforgarten 1315 
by D Hope 

In the year 1315 the Habsburgs decided to put an end to the growing 
independence of the three Cantons, Schwyz, Uri and Unterwalden. In 
1314 the men of Schwyz had made an attack on the Abbey of Einsiedeln 
in a quarrel over grazing rights. The abbey was under Habsburg protectio1 
Consequently this incident was used by the Habsburgs as a pretext to 
attack the Confederates. The two armies met at Morgarten on the i5th 
of November 1315. 

The battle was a complete success for the footmen of Uri and Schwyz. 
The result caused a sensation in Europe where people could not believe 
that mounted knights had been defeated by a peasant militia. However, 
wise choice of position and.tactical surprise had secured a victory. 

Celebrations take place each November and until recent years a !.~PO 

was in attendance. Three cachets were used alongside the MPO cancel 
(see figures 1, 2 & 3). Figures 2 and 3 show the monument erected in 
1908. On the occasion of the 600th anniversary of the battle two com­
memorative cards with imprinted stamps were issued. On the 650th 
anniversary a special postmark was used (figure 4). 

Three weeks after the victory at 1:orgarten the three cantons renewed 
their alliance at Brunnen. This time the treaty was written in 
German. Some regard this as the true beginning of Switzerland (figure 5: 

MORGARTEN 
Morgartenschiessen 

Figure 1 

Morgarten.... . 
0 

1 

schiessen }~ ~ 
~ flf[r 

MOR_GI\P~l'EN 

Figure 2 

AMOR GARTEN 
HISTOR.SCHIESSEN. 
UNO SCHLACHT­
GEDENKf AG - · 

Figure 3 

~ 0/~-rz~ 'QJv c.. · •• 

-4 V ~J-R 

Figure 4 Figure c 

THE LANGUAGE OF STAMPS on p14 of the February Newsletter brought 
many photocopies. A comparison shows that each publisher seems to 

- ,_ - " i.-...; ~ ..-. .. m ',..,.,n P' • What confusion in Europe in the 1900s ! 
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LONDON MEETING of 14th April 1993 - Geoff Hubbard was in the Chair as 
our Chairman had been .rushed into hospital on the Saturday previous. He 
has responded to treatment and goodwill messages have been sent to him. 
Other apologies had been received from Mrs Dawson and from Messrs Stiles 
and Kuriger. It was Competition night, for the Helvetia Cup and the 
W.oore Trophy, and there were a few more entries this year which is en• 
couraging, six for the Cup and five for the Trophy. Judging, as usual, 
was by the members. The entries were for the Helvetia Cup; Cathedrals & 
Historic Buildings; Pro Juventutes (good to see the three language pre­
cursers); Revenues of Basel Stadt; Varieties of the 20c Grimsel Dam; 
Postage Dues, 1st & 3rd print 1878-80; Hotel Posts. The winner was Hotel 
Posts by Derrick Slate and runner up 20c Grimsel Dam, Eric Lienhard. 
For the :Moore Trophy; No Title given, but mainly transit & accountancy 
marks after the 1828 treaty; Internal Postal Mandates, 1867-1982; Post­
age Dues; Mail from abroad to the firm of Isler in Wohlen, Ct. Aargau; 
Internal mail to the firm of Isler. The winner was Mail from abroad to 
Isler by.Mavis Bidmead with two runners up, Inland mail to Isler by 
Mavis Bidmead and Postage Dues by Geoff Hubbard. 

Members were reminded to read the rules for the competitions mainly 
to submit the correct number of sheets! Mrs Lee, with both her experi­
ence of judging and as competitor at international level, made some 
general observations on the entries. Finally, members present discussed 
suggestions for the next year's programme. M 0 B 

TAKING YOUR HOLIDAYS IN JULY? Then head for Sussex on the 10th. The 
Sussex group have an extra meeting on that date so why not look in? 
Enquiries to11 Bert Mitchell on 0273-20 49 65. Venue in programme card. 

CHIPPENHAM SEMINAR of Saturday 17th April. Twenty-nine members came from 
all directions for one of the best meetings on the programme card. Our 
President, Mrs Alma Lee, gave a memorable display of the Perforated 
Sitting Helvetias giving members a chance to see the real stamps which 
are otherwise just numbers in the catalogue. ~r Derek Dawson then gave 
a most informative display of the Hotel Post Stamps, supported by some 
excellent background material. The afternoon started with Swiss Postal 
History. Mr Barry Hampton took us through some 400 years of mail to and 
from Switzerlandpre-1860 backed up with maps and charts. To round off 
this excellent day some members displayed material where they hoped to 
have queries answered. A vote of thanks was proposed to Mrs Lamble for 
her organisation of the event. Those members who missed this should make 
sure to come next time. P H 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW62JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

I still wish to buy all things philatelically Swiss, especially modern 
fine used; mounted mint bought at half face value. Meet me at the 
·following fairs: 17 July Reading; 18 July Milton Keynes; 24 July 
Basingstoke; 25 July Tonbridge; 8 August Wokingham; 21 August Oxford. 

See Press for details of venues. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that in March the PTT produced a so-called 'button set' 
rates of 1st February, namely.the ATM stamps for 60, 80 & 
today all 1200 Frama vending machines have the ten-button 
everything is possible, if you know how. However, no FDCs 
able, perhaps too late. 

Page 39 

for the new 
100c, but 
system where 
were avail-

- that at the \VIBRA one can have a three-country joint issue cover on 
the Swiss envelope; certainly a first for Switzerland (perhaps for the 
world?). Another triple is being planned apparently for next year with 
France and Belgium. · 
- that more importantly at the NIBRA a comprehensive handbook 'The 
Postmarks of Winterthur' is on sale for 25fr, in German, 130 pages. 
Not only the ordinary datestamps, but also machine cancels, reg. labels, 
franks and many more, are covered in full. 
- that in the April BBZ Max Bertsch appealed to anyone having any of 
the 1919 'Kriegswirtschaft' overprints in a circle to let him know, as 
a new, unsharp lettered version has been found which might turn out to 
be a dangerous fake. 
- that under mysterious circumstances quite a large number of unaddress­
ed· K..:.cancelle-d· cover.s of the late forties and t.he fifties hav~ appeared 
with a date invariably earlier than the official PTT first.day. Some 
show slight differences in the design to the issued cancels, so it is 
thought that these must be trials sent.by the engraver to the PTT for 
final approval, or· copies kept by :'the ·maker for reference purposes. 
- that thanks to Ber.nard Hoddinott we know that two TPOs will be with­
drawn 'on the 22nd May (summer time.table), Solothurn-Bern and Yverdon­
Ste-Croix. The latter line was opened on the 17/18th November 1893 and 
so many letters were handed in that on the 10th December a request was 
made for a TPO datestamp. Who has examples of all three types listed 
in the Zumstein-Mftller? 
- that at the end of April three POs on the Rigi, Kulm, Kl8sterli and 
Staffel, will close. The post will be cB:ncelled in Goldau with a new 
K-cancel .. ' 6410 Rigi' which will also have a new slogan, having the same 
picture and text. So ends. ~n era!.. . . . 

than Courvoisier, 
only 10m postcards. 
the many stamps 

- that· in 1992 the PTT printed 2i times more. ·stamps 
out of the total of 714m, and 341 000 boo·klets' but 
Total .philatelic sales were 58. 2m fr, not including 
bought by philatelists over the counter. 
- that Grenada, that land of snow and ice, has issued a $3 stamp show­
ing a Bernhardiner dog complete with brandy cask, but with the title 
'Parsenn Switzerland'. Did the artist get mixed up by a Royal skiing 
from Kl6sters? Anyway it goes straight into my 'Lost Dogs' collection. 
- that when I saw the self-adhesive registered parcel label shown 
below I thought that the PTT were about to catch up with a modern bar­
code numbering system, i.e., machine readable, but I was soon put right 
with the information that this was a private bar-code, in black. The 
'PP' in green indicates.bulk.payment, for a minimum of 20 parcels at 
the same time. The 'G' denotes 'Grossist' with more than. 10 OCO parcels 
per year and a good discount. ~ v-JINTfRJ;; 

'"' ~ y~ 
Kaniginderllerge 1800mu.M. Rigi slogan 
~· cancel. 
·~ K-cancel 

nvP.rleaf. 

Qj ~ ~ 
. 8952 Schlieren 

p 
G 

652 p 
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l.Gi Sl~fv1PS 
FOR 

SWISS ST A.l'v1PS 

SWISS COVERS 

IF YOU COLLECT A PARTICULAR 

TOWN,CANTON OR THEME 

PLEASE ADVISE 

I WILL SEND A SELECTION ON APPROVAL 

IAN GILCHRIST l.G. ST AMPS PO BOX 15 

HARROGATE HGl 1 SL 

. Now a~ailable, the new 

~~O Si...q 
(0 -'}; 

24. -4. 93--8 !JI 

May 1993 

c;\.lTi,.q-'V 
<J' 1) 
~ 10.-5.93--8 ~ 

• L_ __ , 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND.(LIECfiTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1993 
in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogUe of the. 
SBVH, complete with all Sta.Ill.PS issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German a,nd French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­

ZLmsbein 

achNeiz 
led ala ISbeii 

·1993 bipding (thread stitched, opening flat) 

Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE, Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 

sFr. 20.--

All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 42.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vbl. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement of new 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues and address 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. sFr. 51.-­
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A,I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56.--

_All prices without postage! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
A new ZUMSTEIN W""ESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE Vol. 1 (a-1) 1992/93 will be 
published at the end of November 1992. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our age~t in Great Britain: Vera Tri.oder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. · 
For di~ect orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 !or pre-payments, thank you • 

. ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-3000 BE.Jm 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
- • • "" , --"T"W.• T"\ ____ ----'L...Z -- / ,,i,,,..:. -i...--•--' T•..:11 ,,,,....; -\.,;~~+ft- f'!_"C 
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PNEill:.ATIC TUBE 1'.:AIL by 3ernard Lucas 

By putting items of mail into small containers and then sending these 
containers through tubes by means of compressed air, the mail could be 
transferred quickly between the offices connected to the pneumatic tube 
system or 'rohrpost'. Special delivery by messengers then ensured that 
the mail arrived QUickly at the address indicated. 

Such pneumatic tube systems were widely used from tbe late 19th cen­
tury in Vienna, Paris and Berlin, as this method of Q~ick communication 
was cheaper than a telegramme and longer messages could be sent. Some 
smaller systems were also operated in Prague, Marseilles, I.~unich, Rome, 
l'i:ilan, Naples, Buenos Aires and Rio de Janerio, and all of these were 
open for the general use of the public at special rates of postage. Such 
use by the public declined as the telephone became more avail<:lble, _as 
this was an even cheaper and quicker met:hod of comr.iunication .• 

Figure 2 

F·igure 1 
~::n~cor~ -,c1 

ILON EXP.ORT A.Cf>. 
ZORICH 
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All the systems appear to have been operated by the Telegraph Depart­
ments and indeed in Paris the postal stationery was described as a 
'Telegramme'. Consequently the postmarks used were those of the :rele­
graph Department. 

~s far as I know eleven places in Switzerland had tube systems: Zftrich 
from 1913, Lausanne 11th Jan-J.ary 1926, Geneva 3rd I1:ay 1926, Luzern 1927, 
Basel 1928, 3ern 1928, Olten 1955, Chur 1957, Locarno 1965, Lugano 1958, 
and Montreux 1973. '.Jone of these are said to have had any markings to 
indicate that the mail had been sent through the tube. 

There was one office in 2firich, however, which did cancel the stamps 
on mail sent throueh the tube. This was situated in the Schrr:idhof, a 
large office building which was b~ilt over a tube line and connected 
thereto and then to the Central Post Office or 'Sihl-post'. Tenants of 
the offices in the Schmidhof were allowed to send their mail by this 
tube, free of any additional postage, so that it would arrive at the 
Central Post Office and be sorted quicker. An employee of the Telegraph 
Department staffed this office and cancelled the stamps with the octag­
onal 'TELEGRAPH' canceller (see figures 1 and 2). Non-tenants of the 
Schmidhof were also allowed to use the system on payment of an additional 
10c, and in this case another octagonal canceller was applied, inscribed 
'ROHRPOST T.T. ZURICH T.T. 10cts.' (see figure 3). It is said that this 
service ceased in 1941. 

Herrn 

BrU.hlhardstrasse 

W e t z 1 a r • 

·------------

Figure 3 

In most of the other cities outside Switzerland the tube system was 
used to transport express letters speedily, and later airmail, and these 
can be identified by the telegraph markings applied to the covers. The 
number of the office to which the item is to be sent is usually inscribed 
in crayon on the front and the arrival mark of that telegraph office 
applied to the back. I understand that in Switzerland the express letters 
were handed over to the Telegraph Department for urgent despatch, and 
this has been the explanation given to me for the use of octagonal 
'TEL3GRAPH' handstamps on express or air letters. I have been looking 
for these for some time and have acquired copies used in 2:.firich, Lausanne, 
Geneva, Bern and Basel (see figures 4 to 8). I have not seen such a 
handstamp used in any other town and wonder if these could also indicate 
that the item of mail had been sent through the tube. Some of them have 
the time added in manuscript and the initials or signature of the clerk 
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who handled the item (see figure 9). I have seen other express and air 
covers which did not bear these octagonal 'TELEGRAPH' marks and if they 
were put on to indicate the acceptance by the Telegraph Department of 
the mail from the Post Office then I would have expected all such iteffis 
to have been so marked, and also mail from places which did not have 
a tube system. 

~GR ..q ~,..~~·Pt;{~~:~ V .. ,f',, .•V T /.'. 
!.._ . ,,, ;s. y ~~-'"• .,,, 

· ~ '-t. G R..qA 

"~ ~ 
. b\.t.GR4,o. 

• ~'¥-. - ;s.. 

i... """'.' ·!· ..,~ .. g + ~~.1X:-3s·. =-6·-·~1 
I. c.. . .i1.t..~r 

r ls.11. rn3a.-9-3o 
' . l 

-6.VllL3l &-6 
I - < ·~·- .fv. 

~;, 0-?'. :'11.JSA°t\'-1' 

Figures 4 to 8 Figure 9 

Because the authorities did not want to be blamed for delaying the 
mail, in the non-Swiss cities all items going by the tube were entered 
in a register showing the time of despatch and the register number was 
inscribed on the front of the cover. Later this ceased when the time, 
including minutes, was incorporated into the handstan:p. 

It strikes me as possible that items going by the tube in the Swiss 
system may also have been entered in a register and the application 
of the 'TEL~GRAPH' handstamp may have indicated this. Has anyone got 
any covers with an octagonal 'T3LEGRAPH' cancel from a place which did 
not have a pneumatic tube system? I should be grateful to receive 
photocopies of such covers and also any comments on my conjectures. 
Bernard Lucas, 99 Koseley Viood Drive, Leeds LS16 7HD. 

V.LLIDITY OF SWISS S·TATiCPS by :M Rutherfoord 
Or having fun with the catalogue (Zumstein small) 

Until 1961, when the Federal Council made the decision for unlimited 
validity, Swiss definitives were valid for quite a number of years, 
but the special stamps were up till then valid only for, at most, a 
year after issue. Only in 1953 were the Pro Patria and the Pro Juven­
tute stamps concurrently valid, as well as the Opening of Zfirjch Air­
port and the pair for the Alpenpost. 

The following is a list of the dates of 'Last Day Validity' of all 
definitives: 
30. IX.1854 
31.VIII.1862 
31.VII.1863 
30.IX.1883 
31.XII.1924 
3 1 • XI I. 1 9 3 2 
3 1 • XI I • 1 9 4 2 

31.XII.1955 

All the Cantonal and all the Rayon stamps 
Only the 15c Strubeli 
All the other Strubelis 
All the perforated Sitting Helvetias 
All Cross & Numerals and all Standing Helvetias 
The 1907 Tell Boy and Helvetia issues 
All the Tell and Helvetia issues, High values and 
Shield; also the Disarmament set of 1932(almost 
definitives); the 1934 typographed Landscape set 
All recess Landscape issues, including those of 
1948; the r1'.obile PO stamps of 1937 and 1946 

The Federal Council decision said "all definitives, stationery, 
Europa and special stamps valid at that time will remain valid", 
i.e., 1961. A decision on the surcharged issues was put off for 
discussions with the charities involved. ~hese agreed eventually to 
1964 onwards, when they felt sales of new stamps would not be affected. 
It was generally not a 'tidy' arrangement, leaving the PTT still to 
settle arguments. The illustrations, taken from a PTT instruction 
manual should help. ;--~ 
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Verzeichnis der giiltigen Wertzeichen 

1. Dauennarkea 

1938 Symbolische Motive 

••• 
1941 Historische Motive 

• ~- -~~ [I ~'~ • 

•••• 
1949 T cchnik und Landschaft 

1960/61 Postgeschichtliche Motive 

'-,.une 1993 

·-' IJ -;:r".,.....,., ' .... 

1::. 
. 

' 

••. ;\·· 
1961 E vangelisten 

2. Sondennarken ohne Zuschlag 

1961 

~-·· 
• 
1953 Alpcnpost 

·• !.• . v 

.:1J.~' ."-': 
<:.~1of HELVETIA -

EuropaCEPT 

1957 1957 1959 

•• ·-·~ ~ .. II 
1959 1960 1960 

r="l 

~ .· . .· . 
1961 1961 1962 

••• 1962 1963 1964 

~ 

•• ~.u~'. 
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Some other points to remember: The 1959 pair of Europa stamps were 
overprinted for t:r..e C3PT conference in ~fontreux, and were valid for 
only 11 days. Three of the still valid 'oldies' are still on sale, 
namely the three highest value Evangelists of 1961. The only change to 
the unlimited validity principle has been the removal of the 1962 
Aerogrammes, on 31st January 1991, with the introduction of the A & B 
post. 

The following were not available to the public, but it is useful to 
know about their validity: 
31 .XII.1942 All 'Officials' with perforated or overprinted Cross 
31.XII.1954 Officiel issues up to 70c, except the newly overprinted 

Industry and landscape set 
31 .XII.1959 The rest of the Officiel overprinted definitives. There 

were no substitutes 
Postage Due 
31.V.1925 
31.XII.1942 

3 1 • XI I • 1 9 5 6 
Frank Stamps 
31.XII.1916 
31 • XI I • 1 9 2 5 
3 1 • XI I • 1 9 3 5 

3. Sondennarken mil Zuschla11 

Pro Patria 

1964 

• 
Pro Juventute 

1964 

All Figures in Circle 
Alpenroses, and Children with Framed Figures, including 
all overprints 
Both issues of the Large lJumerals. No substitutes 

Alpenroses with PP 2c values 
Alpenroses with rP 3c values and rest with small numerals 
Alpenroses with PP the rest. No substitutes 

4. Ganzsachen 

1938 Frankoband 

• • 
1962 Aeroaramm 

••••• Postkarten 

1935 1935 1959 1959 

Pro Aero; Sonderblocks 

1963 

186J-196J 

•• + •• + 
.,..llT ...... .,._,.... ......... '" 
Cl"'9 ...... ~-----· "'"....._.. 
-......--~ ............. ---.. 

1965 

1965 1967 

REMEMBER THAT BOX OF SWISS COVERS PUT AWAY 20 YEARS AGO? 
YOU COULD PUT THEM INTO THE EXCHANGE PACKET 

BEFORE THE END OF JUNE 
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LONDON KEETING JF 12th E8.y 1993 - Only eleven members were present and 
apologies were received from M Kuriger, L Stiles and Mr Hewson. It was 
pleasant to welcor:ie back the Chairman, :ilr C r1:istely, still recovering 
from his recent stay in hospital, to this the last meeting of the season. 
It is traditionally called the 'Odds & ~nds night' when recent acqui­
sitions, puzzles, queries and other matters are aired. 

Sric Lienhard produced all his Pestalozzi r:iaterial to remind us of 
this famous 3duc&tionalist and displaying his tdlents in another hobby, 
his success in growing cacti and succulents - but he did not show a.ny 
postage stamps featuring the plants! 

Robert Johnson had more items of Ticino; another oval cancellation, 
some stationery forms, and two razor blade cancels just found. \;as one 
of them 3.02 or 3.03 - the other was easy? Having resolved that it was 
3.02 the date of use, 1 .VII.02, was of interest for it is a day earlier 
than previously recorded (see page 35 of the May Newsletter,& DYK). 

I'his scribe reverted to a Postal History query. 'iihat does the mark ·ss 
mean appearing on the letters from Switzerland during the period 1817 
to 1819 and going to Great Britain? All the covers shown also have the 
dotted circle date arrival handstamp of the Foreign Inward Branch. I 
saw at the Chippenham Seminar a cut-out, part front and part reverse, 
showing t:b..e@; with the FIB arrival date of Dec 16 1816 and t:r..e Suisse 
par Pontarlier entry mark, but nothing else. Researches in the PO Archives 
have so far been unproductive, and other enquiries made in this country 
to Postal Eistorians, and also in Switzerland and other european countries 
have only produced negative information. Can you help? M 0 B 

APPZAL TO ALL COLLECTORS OF 'Sitting Helvetias', and others 

For a cancellation study in progress I would be glad if members would 
examine their Sitting Helvetis, on cover, piece or stamp, for the years 
1865, 66, 67, 68 and 69 only for single dateline postmarks as shown 
below. If the date is in serified type for a' ,non-serif town name (see 
Vfohlen below) or vice-versa then this should be noted. I need the town 
name, the full date and time, and any text at the bottom and items such 
as 'cross in circle'. All letters will be acknowledged so get looking 
now and send them to me or the Editor, thanks. !,1 Rutherfoord. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Do you need extra spending money for t:b..ose elusive items or perhaps 
for your holiday? I buy large and small quantities, eve~ club book 
remainders. '\'.'ant lists are welcomed. I can supply accessories at a 
discount price. Give me a try - you will not be disappointed. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that the 5-day lf,7IBRA has been a great success. ·The well-lighted main 
hall was always busy, in particular the dealers' stands on the circum­
ference, but more than the usual number of exhibits actually being 
looked at. In the Junior hall the 2C or so computers were in constant 
use, a simple philatelic game could win an FDC per point, but also the 
current philatelic programs by IBl'l/Lindner were being demonstrated. 
- that a de Coppet flexible handstamp was on show with other cancellers 
made by Gilller & Sons. lhe former was not engraved, a real Razor 3lade 
canceller would have been a sensation. 
- that a small sensation was p=ovided by the PTT in that the 'R' of the 
special WIBRA registration label was black instead of the usual red. 
Then the black 'R' has been found on Last Day Covers from Sfazu (near 
Poschiavo), so we phoned the printer, Schrnelzi AG of Grenchen, and dis­
covered that this was a 1992 PTT decision, which results in no saving 
at all as the printing is continuous. Curious, see illustration below. 
- that also at the WIBRA Zumstein put on sale their book written by 
Hans F Hunziker RDP on the 'Winterthur' stamp of 1850, in German, very 
well illustrated, 48 pages, many in colour, 48 Sfr. 
- that Josef Schalch has brought out a 2nd edition of his comprehensive 
ATM and S:E'S catalogue for Switzerland. The best there is on this inter­
esting subject, in German, 13 Sfr. 
- that the 12 new SFS machines put in service this year have reverted 
to the 4-digit value, which is reasonable, as even today not many letters 
need more than 100 fr postage. :Many post offices still object to handing 
these labels over loose, but if one persists and asks for a non-phil­
atelic rate like 5c it works in the end. If you have already an example 
to hand it works wonders. 
- that the Federal Council has had to answer a written parliamentary 
question on the poor quality of the Frama AT~l:s, i.e., why the PTT does 
not have something more attractive. The answer just said the machines 
cannot do anything better. The trigger to the question, I think, is 
that several countries like Sweden have removed the Frama dispensers 
and replaced them with the German Klftssendorf machines. 
- that Bob Johnson has found a new first day of use for a de Coppet 
canceller, namely :Bellinzona No.3.02; the lst July 1902 instead of the 
2nd as noted in the Guinand Razor 3lade list. Bravo. 
- that at one of the biggest Swiss Antique shows held in Zftrich from 
17th to 25th ~~pril, leading philatelic firms and auction houses put 
together a most attractive exhibition of stamps. It was mainly on the 
theme of 150 Years of the Zftrich 4 & 6 and a daily lecture was arranged 
to explain the various features. 
- that the first Swiss Champion was decided at the Exhibition in Buchs, 
which I missed, among 17 teams of 5 exhibitors each, in that the local 
team won, each with an entirely different subject. The next such event 
will be held in :Bellinzona in 1994. 

R 
_, r r r ' , ' r r ( .r J f r ,. /' ' , r r , t 

TRILATERALE 93 
3. Gemeinsc:haftsausstellung 
Oslerreich, Deutschlond, Schweiz 
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BALLOON POST 
IF SENDING BOOKLEfS FOR THE EXCHANGE PACKET BY BALI.DON POST, ENSURE 

PLENTY OF TIME ........... THEY NEED TO ARRIVE BY THE END OF JUNE 

Now available, the new 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTE:N"STEIN CA'rALOGU:E 1993 

zumsbein 

schweiz 
lechbensbein 

1993 

in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the N3W 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) sFr. 20.--

Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. 
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 

of new 
and address 

sFr. 51 .--

All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56.--
All prices without postage! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 
published at the end of November 1992. 
For all zm.1STEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hertsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-30CO BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
n-.: -+~~ "hu D"DlVf °ROT'l.,.l"'IO'T'~nhi ~A (Chichester) Ltd •. Chichester GB 
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CAMPIONE D'ITALIA by Edythe J Rawnsley 

Campione is a tiny Italian 'conclave' on the shore of Lake Lugano, 
entirely surrounded by Swiss territory, and the population, totalling 
some 850, cling vigorously to Italian customs. Administration is 
largely autonomous so that privileges are enjoyed which are not granted 
to either the neighbouring Italians or Swiss. Once a squalid fishing 
village, the erection of a casino changed it to a prosperous community, 
until, like Monte Carlo, it has become almost self-supporting on the 
proceeds. Stakes are high, baccarat and roulette are permitted and it 
is, therefore, more popular than the casino at Lugano where stakes are 
limited by the government and these two games of chance are forbidden, 
being replaced by the more harmless 'boulle'. 

When the tide of war turned in 1944 Switzerland closed her frontiers 
against Mussolini and the Nazis who were still holding northern Italy 
and Campione became isolated. It is said that Campione declared war on 
Switzerland in the hope of being annexed, but little notice was taken 
of that. On the contrary, Switzerland did assist the people in many 
ways, even philatelically. 

Italian stamps were normally used, but with the sealing of the 
frontier no further supplies were available, and an arrangement was made 
wherebythe PTT undertook to supply special stamps to tide over the 
emergency. These stamps were to be used locally within the commune and 
for postage to Switzerland, but as Campione could not join the Universal 
Postal Unio~ they were not to be valid for postage to other countries; 
such mail was to go through the Lugano post office and be franked with 
Swiss stamps. 

Either because the emergency was expected to be of short duration, or 
because an issue of pictorial stamps was contemplated even from the 
beginning, a small printing of the first stamps was deemed sufficient 
to last several months. This consisted of a design based on the coat-of­
arms of Campione, flanked by two smaller shields with the cross of 
Savoy (for Italy) and the inscription 'R.R, FOSTE ITALIANE' at the top 
and 'COMMUNE DI CAMPIONE' below the arms. The stamps were produced by 
Orell-Fuessli of Zftrich (the firm which printed the famous Zdrich '4' 
and '6' in 1843), on chalky paper in sheets of 25, perforated 11i. 

Values and quantities were: Fr.0.05 - 10 000; Fr.0.10 - 40 000; ____. 

HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 47th year No.7 pp 49-56 London July 1993 ISSN 0951-0001 
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Fr.0.20 - 40 000; Fr.0.30 - 5000; Fr.1.00 - 5000. The stamps were issued 
on 20th May 1944 and the plate~ essays, designs etc. were destroyed on 
April 20th, i.e., before the issue of the stamps themselves. 

Interest in the stamps, however, was so intense that the supply was 
quickly exhausted and a new printing became necessary. An 'official 
reprint' was made of the same design, colours and values, but from new 
plates and with a perforation of 11. These were issued on June 23rd 1944, 
in the following quantities: 75 000 each of the 5, 10, 20, & 30 and 
40 000 of the 1Fr. 

The second issue is distinguishable from the first, not only by the 
difference in perforation but also by reason of its less 'finished' 
look, thinner characters and stronger colours. A number of varieties and 
retouches occurred in these two issues which are listed in the Zumstein 
Specialised Catalogue. 

With regard to cancellations a simple double circle obliterator was 
used at first. Although the stamps were officially on sale on May 20th, 
so great was the demand that only a few were actually cancelled - by 
special favour - on this date, and it was not until May 22nd that it was 
possible to send out cancelled correspondence. This cancellation was in 
use for 1 month only, being replaced on ~une 23rd, just prior to the 
issue of the second printing, by a larger cancellation, bearing in the 
centre the outline of the church at Campione. Stamps of the first issue 
can be found with this second cancellation, especially the 10 & 20 of 
which there were a greater number than the other values. 

Meanwhile designs had been prepared for a very attractive seven-value 
pictorial issue, depicting not only views of Campione, but also the 
Basilica of Bergamo, the Dome of Modena and the Scala tomb at Verona. 
The contract for the printing of these new stamps was given to the firm 
of Courvoisier SA, and they w'ere produced in photogravure, on chalky 
paper with red and blue fibres, in sheets of 20 stamps, perforation 11i. 
Values ~ere 5, 10, 20, 30, 40, 60 and 1Fr. The stamps were issued on 
September 7th 1944 and remained valid for postage until 31st May 1952. 

Mail for Italy now uses Italian stamps which are postmarked in Campione, 
while mail for other countries uses either Italian or Swiss stamps. In 
the latter case the mail is forwarded unfranked to Lugano where it is 
cancelled by the normal Swiss postmark. 

Although by reason of their limited use these stamps must be regarded 
as a semi-local issue, nevertheless they did fulfill a definitive postal 
requirement until the re-establishment of official contact with Italy at 
the end of the war, and deserve inclusion in any Swiss collection. 
(This article has been reprinted, by request, from the Helvetia Bulletin 
of November 1956.) 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following fairs: 17 July Reading; 18 July Milton 
Keynes; 24 July Basingstoke; 25 July Tonbridge; 8 Aug ~ifokingham. 
See Press for details of venues. Your want lists still required. 
I am still buying almost anything philatelically Swiss. I can 
supply your accessories at good discount prices, try me. 
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THE HISTORIC SIMPLON PASS AND THE TUNNEL by Edith M Faulstich 

The issuance of stamps by two countries and the international flavour 
of a great meeting between two dignitaries from Switzerland and Italy, 
to honour the 50th anniversary of the Simplon tunnel puts it literally 
into the modern news. But the tunnel was built in a pass which dates to 
antiquity and that pass is a backdrop for the stories of stage coach 
travel, mule runs, and many tales of joy and sorrow. Let us look back 
and recall some of the history of the Simplon on this anniversary year 
of the famous tunnel. 

The Romans are said to have developed, about 196 AD an antique mule 
track into a road across the Simplon between Italy and Switzerland. In 
the 11th century pilgrims travelled over the pass, and in 1275 Pope 
Gregorius X used it to go to Lausanne for the inauguration of the 
cathedral. Stamps of Italy, of the Pope, of the Lausanne cathedral, can 
give visual charm to this early phase. Even one featuring the Romans 
might be added. 

As time went on the Simplon Pass became more and more an important 
link for international trade - especially after Kaspar von Stockalper, 
a citizen of Valais obtained authorization - in 1634 - from the City 
of Milan to transport goods between Italy and Switzerland. Many appro­
priate stamps will point up this phase. 

As early as January 1st 1640 an ordinary messenger started with 
letters every Wednesday from Geneva to Milan by way of the Simplon. The 
journey could be made in 8 days. In 1698 - and in fact during the whole 
18th century following, the Bernese mails of Beat Fischer likewise 
followed this route. 

But little traffic was noted in the history books after the death of 
von Stockalper until May of 1800, when Napoleon used the Simplon as a 
passage for his soldiers and guns, as they made their way to Italy. 

In September of 1805 the Simplon route was opened to carriages. In 
August 1808, at the express wish of Napoleon, a stage coach - or 'extra 
poste' drawn by horses was established between St. Gingolph and Domo­
dossola. Passengers could journey at an officially fixed rate under the 
care of experienced postillions. The vehicles as well as the necessary 
horses were furnished by the travellers - or by the postmasters. 
Thirteen relays were organised along this regular route. 

During the same period the authorities of the Valais granted to the 
'Campagnie des Postes et Diligence', consisting of four citizens of 
that Canton, the right to establish on the road in question, a regular 
mail or stage coach. That is, to this day, a service of travelling 
carriages of fixed rates and hours. 

As the result of service established in 1807, the road from St. 
Gingolph to Domodossola was abolished in order to protect the new enter­
prise against harmful competition. In other parts of Valais however, it 
continued to function. Finally in 1809 the two services were united. In 
turn they became amalgamated with the 'poste aux lettres' which had been 
entrusted to three private citizens since 1803. In 1816 the authorized 
mail service of Valais agents yielded their right to maintain a postal 
service to the 'R'gie des Postes' of the Canton of Vaud. 

An inspector of the Postes et Diligences appointed by the Council in 
Valais watched over the proper functioning of the service. He wore a 
bright uniform and a three-cornered hat trimmed with a black cockade. 
The postillions in charge of the stage coach wore a red jacket with a 
white· cape and trimmings as well as a badge with the coat of arms of 
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the Republic. So much associated data could be added to make a collection, 
relating to the Simplon, one of historic and philatelic interest that 
it amazes me even as I set down these lines. In addition to a wide variety 
of stamps, there are covers with all kinds of charming markings to tell 
this story, there are the various timetables and tickets, the scenic 
views and the bits of historic write-ups. 

The rules and regulations of the horse-drawn coaches published in-.1817 
and 1840 provided for the use of Sedan chairs on the road over the Simplon. 
At the beginning of the 19th century a plain open carriage of the so­
called 'German style' started twice a week from Lausanne to Valais and 
the Simplon. In 1809 the post coach was provided with a cover and finally 
in 1825 a stage coach left Lausanne three times a week carrying up to 
five passengers. They spent a night at Saint Maurice, at Brigue and at 
Domodossola, reaching Milan on the fourth day. 

The postillions were forbidden to smoke or drink without consent of 
the travellers and of the conductor. As early as 1845 a daily service 
over the Simplon was established; moreover they started to run specially 
rapid 'express coaches' about this time. 

So travel over the Simplon progressed and history was being made in 
one way or another when in 1898 a giant tunnel was started. Actual 
building operations started simultaneously from the north and south 
sides of the Alps. It was called the 'piercing of the Simplon' and on 
February 24th 1905 the telegraphed news reached the world that the 
tunnel had been pierced to the length of 12.5 miles in the early hours 
of that morning! Formal opening took place in the spring of 1906. 

This, the 50th anniversary of that 1906 event has caused both Italy 
and Switserland to issue stamps to mark the completion of the Simplon 
Tunnel. A variety has been reported on the Swiss issue which shows a 
retouch of the green background between the tunnel and the top of the 
tower. 

The ancient pass over the Alps with its mule track which grew into 
a 150 year old 25 foot wide military road, now boasts of a gigantic 
tunnel. The 12 mile stretch was lengthened in 1921 when another was 
opened. Now a third is under discussion! If it materializes it will 
pass beneath Mont Blanc. · 

On May 17th 1956, Presidents Giovanni Gronchi of Italy and Markus 
Feldman of Switzerland met in Milan. There were 21-gun salutes to 
celebrate the event. The official festivities culminated in a cele­
bration and a banquet in historic Brigue, in the upper Rhone valley. 

Truly 1956 has brought us stamps to recall the past, especially the 
past in its relation to postal history. 

(Reprinted from the Helvetia Bulletin of July 1956, by request.) 

GLEANINGS FROM THE AUCTION CATALOGUES sent in by members 
32 SWITZERLAND 1904 EXHIBITION QUALITY COLOUR 
TRIALS of the 40c Standing Helvetia design, with a stunning series 
of 12 different shades or colours In pristine imP-erf blocks of 4 on 
ungummed paper, giving a staggering 48 COLOUR TRIALS. 
Magnificent. 

Estimate £600 
1043 1900/ /Ii Exceplional lot of 71 stamps on original Schaubek leaves inc many diffirnlt defins. Mainly 

f/u inc UPU. Kneeling Helvetias IO 3fr, 1910p/dues,'14 high vals & ovpts, cat £140. £40 

1048 /933 Sc Grt'en & IOc Blu+ Tell & Son as vert pairon grilled paper f/u. Scarce. £32 
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PTT Library and Documentation+ Central Library 
of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies 
Most philatelists wish to know more about their stamps than can be learnt from 
catalogues. For this purpose they need to have access to the relevant books and 
periodicals. 
That is why, on the basis of an agreement signed in 1944, the PTT makes available to 
the members of the Union of Swiss Philatelic Societies its extensive literature and 
collection of documents on philately and postal history. The service is provided free of 
charge, but the Union contributes to the cost of new acquisitions. 
The Philatelic Collection, most of which is in German, French or English, can be roughly 
divided into the following categories: 

- Books and brochures 
- Periodicals 
- Catalogues (latest editions cannot be borrowed) 
- Auction catalogues (a selection) 
- Aerophilatelic literature from the Dr Paganini collection 
- Official Post Office publications 
- Historical records. 

Thematically arranged material is shown at large philatelic exhibitions if possible. The 
Central Library has no stamp collection, however. 

Using the Central Library: 

- Literature 

- Documentation 

Monographs and periodicals can be borrowed free of charge. 
provided they are not unique copies or particularly valuable 
documents. Lending service to other countries is available 
only over a public library accepting inter-library borrowing 
requests. 

The Centrat Library keeps reference lists of important articles 
from periodicals. Only a limited amount of research can be 
done to answer enquiries. To avoid delays. philatelists are 
advised to do their own research at the Library in Berne. 
using its reference lists and documents. 

- Catalogues and lists For economic reasons. no general· catalogues are produced. 
but it is possible to print out bibliographies. In addition, a list 
of the year's new acquisitions can be purchased at cost price. 

PTT 

'i.? PTT Library and Documentation 
Viktoriastrasse 21. CH-3030 Berne 

Open: . 
Monday-Friday: 8.30-11.15 a.m./2.00-4.30 p.m. 

Members of the Society who are visiting Bern this summer may also 
.wish to visit the PTT Library to further their research into some 
aspect of Swiss philately or postal history. A visit to the PTT 
Museum should also prove of great interest. Non-philatelic members 
of the family can always walk along the river bank and visit the 
bear pits, the home of Mary Plain, to those who remember the books. 
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ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY LIBRARY 

The following books have been donated by Mr Adriano Gervasi of Bern. 

Du- und die Briefmarken - T Allenspach no date G 100g 
Cancelling Machine PTT Model - PTT no date G F E 100g 
Tour of Switzerland in the footsteps of 

Sherlock Holmes 1968 
Emmision et Fabrication des timbres-poste - UPU 1974 
Phosphoreszierende Pigmente als Erkennungsmittel 

ftlr die automatische Briefsortierung - PTT 1963 
Swiss Postal Districts Map - Kummerly & Frey 1984 
Souvenir Book of Switzerland 1961 
Courvoisier Impresores no date 
Die Schweizerische Papierindustrie 1949 
PTT Booklets: ZUrich(G); Basel(G); St.Gallen(G); 

Geneva (E); Luzern(G); Lausanne (F); 
Lugano(I); Bern(G). 

Histoire de la Principaute de Monaco par ses 
Timbres-Foste - H Chiavassa 

I Dirigibili Zeppelin - M Onofri 
LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin - M Orofri 
Stamps tell the story of the Republic of China 
Post, Philately e Olympism (Vol. 1) 
100 Jahre Fernsprecher in Deutechland 
I Francobolli Dello Stato Della Citta del 

1955 
1960 
1958 
1975 
1984 
1977 

Vaticanno 1929-1976 1977 
Archiv fUr deutsche Postgeschichte, Heft 1 1983 
Archiv ftl.r deutsche Postgeschichte, Sonderheft 1984 
L'automobile nel Francobollo 1978 
Postgeschichte am Niederrhein 1981 
Postgeschichtliche Blltter Hamburg 1976, 1977, 1978 G 
100 Jahre Telegraphenamt Hamburg 1968 
Le Telecomunicazion nel Francobollo - G Angiolino 1984 

Other additions to the Society Library 

Catalogue of the Municipal Philatelic Library 
of the City o! Munich 

La Poste en Suisse - A Wyss 
Die Soldatenmarken der Schweiz - Sulser 

1914/1918 & 1939/1945 
Gene Kelly's Fiscal Catalogue, Vol. 4 
Philatelic Literature Review 4/90, 1/91, 2/91 
Our Post - PTT 
1890-1990, 100 Jahre Verband Schweizerische 

Philatelisten Vereine 
Der Gotthard Postwagen - A 
Schweizerischen Ganzsachen 

Fulger 
Sa.mmler Verein 

1990 
1987 

1990 
1991 

no date 

1990 
1990 

Bibliothek 1991 
Exhibition Catalogue Swiss Place Names PTT Museum 1991 

E 
F 

100g 
500g 

G F 50g 
G F I 100g 

G F I E 450g 
I 750g 
G 1.2kg 

each 50g 

F 

F 250g 
I 250g 
I 150g 
E 200g 
E 400g 
G 600g 

I 500g 
G 500g 
G 600g 
I 400g 
G 250g 

each 250g 
G 500g 
I 2.5kg 

G 250g 
F 2.0kg 

G 800g 
E 200g 
E ea. 100g 
E 100g 

G F 250g 
G 350g 

G 100g 
G F E 100g 

Since this li.st was prepared other books have been added to the Library. 
In some cases these have been mentioned in the Did You Know column. 
It is always worth writing to the Hon. Librarian if you have a query as 
there are indexes to the Newsletter and to Tell which may provide a 
new direction for your researches. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that the PTT, as part of the 150 years Swiss stamps celebrations, 
has run a complex philatelic competition for classic stamps valued at 
45 000 Sfr. After visiting dozens of POs during 4 weeks it became clear 
that the same two stamps were missing from everyones collection. Now 
the PTT have had to admit, on TV, that only 2% of the 1 million sets of 
sheets distributed had the two missing 'stamps', so that 98% of the 
contestants still cannot even qualify for the main draw. Taking the 
easy way out the PTT blame the English firm which devised the schemet 
- that not only in Russia can one be rehabilitated today, but also in 
Basel, where the City Council has just rescinded the arrest order issued 
for their official doctor, Paracelsus, in 1528. That would have made a 
nice special cancellation to go with the current 60c stamp issued 500 
years after his birth. 
- that I find the two Europa stamps not very exciting. The PTT said in 
their sales literature that Mario Botta, the well-known Swiss architect, 
had designed the stamps. As the NZZ said he had designed the buildings 
shown, and no word about the stamps, I asked the PTT who was right. The 
official answer: "that it is obvious that he designed both the buildings 
and stamps". I don't think it is clear at all, why tell half the story 
in their otherwise excellent brochure. The 60c stamp shows a house in 
Villeurbanne, France. This turns out to be a district of Lyon! 
- that the 1993 issue of the PLZ (postcode) booklets, alphabetical and 
numerical, is still not available. They are free, but to cover postage 
and packing, send me a UK postal order for £1, or 2.20Sfr in stamps if 
you want the pair; in July I expect. 
- that there is a very interesting exhibition in the PTT Museum on 
Postal Coaches. I think all possible types are on show, and an inter­
esting book to go with it. Tuesday to Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and the 
entrance costs 2Sfr, or 1Sfr for OAPs (or in military uniform). 
- that I visited the exhibition in the PTT Museum on the rejected 
designs for the controversial '150 Years Swiss Stamps'. Of those sub­
mitted by the class mates of the winner I found none better, but among 
those submitted by other artists there were two trios I found to have 
been more classic in their approach, and therefore more acceptable to 
collectors. But that is only my opinion, in a minefield of conflicting 
views and opinions. 
- that the PTT is cutting back on the 
now this year the number is to be cut 
now be done automatically in the MLOs 
on the way. 

TPOs. In 1982 there were 500 staff 
from 400 to 360. More sorting can 
in the main centres, instead of 

- that in the March issue I showed the projected 
cancel to be used in Germany on 1.3.93 to 
commemorate 150 Years Swiss Stamps, but the 
cancel actually used is shown here, an 
improvement. 
- that a bit late I have 
found an interesting cancel 
and stamp from Uruguay of 
1991. The white cross ia 
a bit small, but can 
be forgiven. 

• oiJSSElDORp-7 " 

~~~ 10 Jahre ~ ~ ~ Arge Schweiz ~ 
~ ~1£1 '~ 
;J l/JJ ~.. -1.-3.1993 ~ 
'2 l. ~ 

~ 1'.iU lahre Briefmarken ~ 
~~ auf dern lonlinenl ~ 

'.f'rtool?r 4000 .,_'l/,ss\~ 
--..:..____--
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Up-date of the Razorblade cancels notified to Mrs Bidmead and from 
the list given in the Newsletter for July 1991 - keep looking please. 

Types - as per the index of Towns and dates 
(NB Basel .03 is different from Bern .03.) 

TOWN No .01 No .02 No .03 No .04 No .05 

on covers, cards etc. 
Aarau 32 3 3 
Basel 6 1 2 
Bellinzona 2 2 
Bern 7 5 5 3 5 
Chur 1 1 4 1 
Gen eve 9 8 1 18 17 
Lausanne, .01 37 33 3 3 

II .01A 11 
Luzern 42 9 3 12 6 
Neuchitel 12 1 1 
St. Gallen 6 -4 8 1 
Zfirich 8 1 1 1 1 2 

Now available, the new 

No .06 

8 

Total 

38 
9 
4 

25 
16 
53 
87 

72 
14 
19 
38 

375 

ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTE~STEIN CA'rALOGUE 199 J 
in full colour, 512 pages. the official catalogue of the 
SBVH, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. 'The philatelic 
reference book for young and old' in the NEW 'Libretto'­
binding (thread stitched, opening flat) 

sFr. 20.--
Still going strong: 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1990/91 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English sFr. 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 tj-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, with supplement of new 
editions and price modifications for Vol. 1. CEPT issues and address 
list of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. sFr. 51.-­
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe. Address list of A.I.E.P. 
members. sFr. 56.--
All prices without postage~ 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L catalogue sFr. 7.30 

A new ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE CATALOGUE 
published at the end of November 1992. 

Europe, one volume sFr. 12.10 
Vol. 1 (a-i) 1992/93 will be 

For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: Vera Trinder Ltd, 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (Giro) 
BERN 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE. propr. Hartsch & Co., P 0 Box, CH-30CO BERN 7, 
Switzerland or Telephone:(031) 22 22 15, or FAX (031) 21 23 26. 

_,,___ _____ -· .... ·---- _____ ., ___ , __ ... 
Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 

n-r.U n----~~ ........ ....,.; """ (fin; r>ni::>!:::d:P-r>) T.tn - - r.hi ~hester GB 
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POSTAGE DUES - LUZERN SHOWS THE WAY? by M Rutherf oord 

Recently I came across three postcards sent from Italy to the same 
address in Luzern, all under franked, dated 1977/78. To find a place 
for the new red postage due mark was impossible so slips of thin paper 
50 x 40 mm were carefully stuck on the edge of the card, so that every 
word of the text could be read, after the red mark was applied, by 
lifting up the slip. (The paper slip has been outlined for clarity.) 

Note the three wavy lines on the Italian 100 lire stamp, these have 
been applied by the PTT in Luzern. The Italian PO had been so busy 
applying their 'T' mark that they had forgotten to cancel the stamp. 
Today it is hardly likely that the PO at either end would bother at all. 

&:/. 
f ~) T 83 - Ed. Sicilia Folkl 
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As a result of the mention in the Did You Know column in the May issue 
of the Newsletter that our member Bernard Hoddinott had discovered that 
two TPOs were to be withdrawn, the Swiss Society of Cancellation 
Collectors drew up a list of the current TPOs in service and their 
cancellations. The list shows the private railway network where TPOs 
are operating whose postmarks show the route travelled. Yet again we 
must thank Michael Rutherfoord and the SVP for this information. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Route travelled by the T.P.O. Items intended for postmarking can be sent to 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

the following offices: 

Bahnposten. die auf dem Netz der Schweizerischen I 
Bundesbahnen verkehren I 

I 
Ambulants circulant sur le reseau des chemins de fer I 
federaux I 

I Bahnpostamt 

Ambulanti chi circolano sulla rete delle Ferrovie I 
federali I 

I 
T.P.O.s operating on the Federal Railways network I 

I 
Martigny - Le Chable I Office postal 

Mon¥"ux - Zweisimmen . I Office postal 

Vallorbe - Le Brassus I Office postal 

Brig - Zermatt I Post amt 

Brig - Oberwald (Stempel/timbre -FURKABAHN" I Postamt 

Bello/Postmark) I 
Thun - Burgdorf I Postamt 

Ramsei - Huttwil I Post amt 

Burgdorf - Langnau I Postamt 

Bern - Schwarzenburg I Bahnpostamt 

Spiez - Zweisimmen I Post amt 

Langenthal - Wolhusen I Post amt 

Luzern - Engelberg I Bahnpostamt 

Luga no - Ponte Tresa I Ufficio postale 

Rapperswil SG - Goldau I Postamt 

Chur - St.Moritz I 
Chur - Davos I 
St.Moritz - Scuol I Bahnpostamt 

Chur -Disentis I 
St.Moritz - Campocologno I 
Wil SG - Kreuzlingen I Post amt 

Gossau SG - Appenzell I Postamt 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

3000 Bern 

1920 Martigny 1 

1820 Montreux 1 

1337 Vallorbe 

3900 Brig 

3900 Brig 

3400 Burgdorf 1 

3400 Burgdorf 1 

3400 Burgdorf 1 

3000 Bern 

3700 Spiez 

4900 Langenthal 

6000 Luzern 

6900 Lugano 3 

8640 Rapperswil SG 

7000 Chur 

9500 Wil SG 

9100 Herisau 1 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

The NEW small ZUMSTEIN will be available soon - price to be confirmed. 
Orders are being taken; despatch as soon as available - POST FREEt 
Meet me at the following Fairs: 8 August, Wokingham; 21 August, Oxford; 
5 September, Milton Keynes; see press for details of venues. 
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Postmarks employed in the travelling post offices (T.P.O.s) on the Swiss private 
railway network 

1 2 3 

5 6 7 

9 10 11 

13 14 15 

17 18 

"People at Work' definitive series 
The 'People at Work' series is continued with a 5franc issue replacing the most frequently 
used stamp in the Evangelists series. This measure, which has been taken not least in the 
collectors' interest, will ensure that supplies of the special-fibre paper used for the other 
two high values are sufficient for the foreseeable future, thus obviating the need for a 
change of paper. 
All the stamps in the series are designed by Walter Haettenschweiler, Zug, and steel 
engraved by Pierre Schopfer, La Chaux (Cossonay). 

Fr. 5. - Cheesemaker 
Cheese is Switzerland's most imponant dairy product. In fact, some 50 percent of the 
country's milk production is used for the manufacture of a wide range of cheeses. The 
cheesemaker monitors and controls every stage of the manufacturing and ripening processes 
with the aid of his expen knowledge and a range of natural substances. This calls for 
o~ro1Jonj- nnmPTC nf nhcPrv:>tlOTI an interest in science and technology, and manual skills. 

4 

8 

12 

16 

Designer 

Walter Haettenschweikr, 
Zug 

Engraver 

Pierre Schopfer, 
La Chaux (Cossonay) 

Printing 

Recess/offset 
by PTT Stamp 
Printing Office, Bern 

Size: 
29 x24 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
6 sheets of 50 stamps 
(recess only) 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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The following article has been reproduced from the December 1969 issue 
of the Newsletter. This article, and others to come, have been requested 
by members. If you have any requests for articles to be repeated then 
please let the Hon. Editor know. There is, at present, nothing left in 
the file of new articles, researches or queries. Can you help? ..... 

POSTAL TERMS FOUND ON SWISS CANCELLATIONS 
1iND THEIR MEANING . . . By Felix G~z 

Sol".le tino n.co sevoro.l cmquirios woro roccivocl ns to the sii:;nifico.nce of 
certain abbrovintions - or at· tines s1>cllocl riut toms - on Swiss circuln.r date 
eta.ops of very ln.rge roei:ma.l head post offices. In i:;oin;:, through several 
thoust111d r·.Jstm1rks, tho f:)llowing terns wore f~und, and there are given below 
alpha.i:Jeticn.lly such t<Crns, together with their rJ'.1st likely tr:lllsln.tion. Only 
ln.rge Post Offices fe:'.1.ture such irmer-rli visionn.l identificn.'done:, while tertls 
appor>.ring at the bott0n of CA..'1Colb.tiuns of branch offices of lo.rge cities 
signify only th .. ~ nn.no 0f the branch. These sub-divisicm'11 rmrkincrs appear as 
en.rly n.s 1870 in sr,uo inst.ri.nces. S0vor'1.l nen.n the snr.1e thing, but ntl\)' be 
J.oscribvd in diff0rent terns. 

il.crop'.)rt 
. lmn ... 1.hno 

Anna.hr.leont 
Arrivee Mess. 
Aufcrabe 
Auscrabe 
Autoclienst 
Avio.tion 

Bclmhof 
Bahnposto.nt 

Brie font 
Bricfo 
Brief & Gcld-

posta.nt 
Brief annl.lhne 
Briofaufi:.;n.be 
Brf. Dist. 
Brf. Auscnbo 
Brf. Expod. 
Briefpoet 
Brioftrtle;er 
Briefvorsand 

Co.sos 
Checkont 
Checkb (Uro) 
Check:b.K. 
Consign.Lett. 
c~.msii;n Mess. 
Contr·.1le 
Coli::i 

Depot Colis 
Dc::'"t Lett. 
Depot CFF 
Distribution 
Druck & ~Jerz. 

Eilc,ienst 
EilzUGtellg. 
Eilvcrsand 
Eilsch::i.lter 
Eil - & Tel. 

zust. 
Exp(editicm) 
fur. Lett 

Expr, ot TolGtr. 

F;Jhrpostausg,) 
FP Aufg. ) 
Frlhrpost 
Fact. Lett. 
Facteur(s) 
Fijchor 
F•.!rr.10 Post:.i. 
Fil(io.lo) 
Flw_;;.'l::i.tz 
'W11lD"7i··,~+. 

1.irport 
Receiving (window) 
Receiving stati•m 
Inconinp, nnils 
P0sting cif ••• 
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Works of Art by Swiss Women 
As regular subscribers will be aware, our new stamp policy emphasizes closed special 
series, with only a minimum of commemorative issues. After the Bridges and Circus 
themes of recent years, the 1993 autumn set is devoted to Works of Art by Swiss Women. 
This enables us to do justice to two frequently voiced demands, to feature more art 
and redress the balance of the sexes on postage stamps. The artists and their works were 
selected in collaboration with the Federal Office for Culture and the museums concerned. 

• Emma Kunz, practitioner of traditional medicine, researcher and artist, was born in Brittnau, 
Canton Aargau, the daughter of poor handloom weavers, on 23 May 1892. In 1911 she went 
penniless to America but soon returned, disillusioned, to her home village. She began work as 
a knitter in 1912, later becoming a housekeeper. 
Even as a child, Emma Kunz had attracted attention because of her clairvoyant powers. 
She took up radiesthesia, or medical dowsing, in I933 and explored the questions of life 
and their spiritual interrelationships. Her knowledge thus acquired of the use of energetic 
and spiritual forces gave her powers of healing. In 1942 Emma Kunz discovered the 
«AION A» healing stone in the old Roman quarries of Wiirenlos. She also developed a large 
number of herbal remedies in her laboratory. 
The most striking testimony to her work are her large, strictly geometrical pictures 
which grew out of her search for knowledge. Standing in front of her drawing board, her 
mind concentrated on a given question, Emma Kunz would swing her pendulum over 
the graph paper. The movements of the pendulum told her where dots had to be placed, so 
the drawing developed out of a series of reference points. She then used the pendulum 
to determine where the lines had to go and put them straight down on the paper. She now 
started to connect up the dots. She knew exactly which colours to use and how strong to 
make the lines, because each line, be it thin, medium or thick, hatched or stippled, each 
colour, each shape, had an exact meaning in this woman's understanding of the world. 
Emma Kunz explained her work like this: «Composition and shape as measure, rhythm, 
symbol and transformation of number and principle.» She died at Waldstatt, Appenzell, in 
1963. 
The stamp features «Work No 095» by Emma Kunz. It dates from 1943 and is the property 
of the Emma Kunz Centre at Wiirenlos (Switzerland). 

• Alo"ise Corbaz was born at Lausanne in 1886. Her father's alleged brutality and frequent 
drunkenness did not prevent her from showing considerable affection for him. She left 
Switzerland in 1911, taking on a variety of posts as primary-school teacher and governess. 
In one of these, working for the court chaplain of Kaiser Wilhelm II at Potsdam, she fell 
violently in love with the Kaiser - but her religious scruples and inferiority complex 
compelled her to live out her love solely but all the more vibrantly in her imagination. The 
war drove her back to Lausanne. There she displayed religious, pacifistic and humanitarian 
feelings of such intensity that in 1918 she was committed to the Cery psychiatric hospital 
above her home town. From 1920 to her death in 1964 she lived in a Cery outstation at Gimel 
on Lake Geneva. 
Aloise took up painting in the first years of her committal, but it was not until I936 that 
Professor Hans Steck, the then director of the hospital, together with Dr Jacqueline Porret­
Forel and Dr Alfred Bader, started to collect her works, most of which are now in the Collec­
tion d'Art Brut at Lausanne. 
The portraits that AloYse created with coloured pencils and chalks on large sheets of white 
paper served as supports for the creatures of her fantasy. Through the fairytale world of her 
imagination there moves a mysterious female figure, adorned with erotic and plant elements, 
which projects a sense of both nobility and grace. This figure is also the subject of numerous 
writings of great poetic intensity and quality. 
The ~~amp s~?WS the work «Grande Canta trice Lilas Goergens» in the Collection d'Art Brut. 

• Meret Oppenheim was born in Berlin-Charlottenburg on 6 October I913 and grew up in 
the Bernese Jura, South Germany and Basie. In 1931, encouraged by two Basie artists, she 
decided to become a painter. The next year she moved to Paris and studied at the Academie de 
la grande Chaumiere. Contacts with Alberto Giacometti and Hans Arp paved the way to her 
first exhibition with other surrealists at the Salon des Surindependants. 
In I937 Meret Oppenheim returned to Basie, where she attended the school of applied arts 
for two years. This was followed by a protracted existential and artistic crisis which lasted till 
the mid-fifties. In 1945 she met Wolfgang La Roche. In 1948 the two moved to Bern, where 
they were married a year later. 
The nineteen-sixties and seventies were marked by frequent exhibitions of Oppenheim's 
works, and public interest in the artist grew after she received the City of Basie Art Award 
in 1975 and Berlin's top art prize in 1982. At the award-giving ceremony in Basie she 
delivered a widely noted address setting out her views on the problem of women artists. 
Meret Oppenheim died in Basle on 15 November I985. 
The I-franc stamp shows the painting 'Under the Rain Cloud' (1961-64). It belongs to the 
Bern Art Museum as part of the Hermann and Margrit Rupf Foundation (1992 Copyright 
Pro Litteris, Zurich). 

O Sophie Taeuber was born at Davos on 19 January 1889, the daughter of a pharmacist. Her 
father died in 1·891, and in I896 mother and child moved to Trogen, where Sophie spent her 
childhood. After her mother's death she went to live at St Gallen, where she began her studies 
at the school of applied arts. This was followed by about three years at the teaching and 
experimental workshop for applied and free art in Munich, interrupted by a stint at the 
Hamburg applied-arts school. After completing her studies in 1915, Sophie Taeuber settled 
in Zurich. where she met and later married Hans Arp. The two collaborated on works 
typified by geometric designs. From 19I6to1929 she taught fabric design at the Zurich school 
of applied arts while at the same time working as a dancer and staging productions at 
a puppet theatre. She later moved to France, where her interests also took in interior 
decorating and magazine publishing. Sophie Taeuber-Arp died of carbon-dioxide poisoning 
on 13 January 1943 on a visit to Zurich. 
The work shown on the stamp, entitled «Quatre espaces a bandes horizontales», was created 
in 1932 and is now on display at the Bern Art Museum as part of the Anne-Marie and Victor 
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Helio Courvoisier SA, 
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Gene Kelly's Catalog of the Fiscal Stamps of the Kantone and 
Gemeinden of Switzerland - five volumes to date. 

Member Gene Kelly's Catalog was reviewed in a recent issue of the 
Philatelic Literature Review of the APRL as follows: 

This is an exceptionally detailed publication series, with a high 
degree of reliability and should be welcomed by anyone interested in 
the state and municipal revenues of Switzerland. Kelly has not only 
the advantage of being on the ground in Switzerland where such issues 
are more readily available, he also did what few others in this field 
bothered to do - which was to search intensively for documentation on 
the appropriate revenue laws, printing contracts and delivery recards, 
public announcements and official correspondence, in many instances 
b~ correspondence and/or lengthy visits to municipal offices and 
archives. He shares his knowledge in the catalogues and in the period­
ical journal which he also publishes. Certainly what he produces rests 
on the most solid foundation of documentation ever brought to Swiss 
cantonal and municipal fiscals. These volumes will do a better job 
than anything else around and should not be overlooked. 

FIRST MEETINGS OF THE NEW SEASON - put them in your diary now. 
Northern - September 11th Members' Displays. 
London - October 13th Letter 'H', all Members. 
Sussex - November 13th Letters 'N & 0', all Members. 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR READERS OF THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 

"Swiss stamps on thin transparent oily paper". (This so-called "war paper" 
was reserved in case Switzerland was forced into war. In 1948 the stamps 
were distributed without previous notice.) 

202y.1.11 * 5c blue-green (Pilatus) no gum 
257 .1.09 G 10c orange-brown (Chillon) 
286 .1.10 9 10c green (Chillon) 
K32y.1.09 * 5c blue-green (Pilatus) no gum 
S53y.1.09 * 5c blue-green (Pilatus) no gum 

K32y.1.09 ** 5c blue-green (Pilatus) 
K35y.1 .09 ** 20c red (San Salvatore) 
S53y.1.09 ** 5c blue-green (Pilatus) 
S56y.1.09 ** 20c red (San Salvatore) 

Fr. 65.-
Fr. 150.-
Fr. 175. -
Fr. 600.-
Fr. 600.-

Fr. 1200.-
Fr. 1250.-
Fr. 1200.-
Fr. 1250.-

DII 47y.1.01 ** 5c blue-green (Pilatus) Officiel Fr.200.-
DV 24 • 1 • 09 ** 10c green (Chillon) BIE Fr • 225.-

Offered on a "first come - first served" basis (only a few items available) 

Write to ZUMSTEIN+ CIE. P 0 Box, CH-3000 BERN 7, Switzerland NOW, or 
telephone 010 41 31 22 22 15, or FAX 010 41 31 21 23 26 until the 9th 
of September, then phone 010 41 31 312 00 55; FAX 010 41 31 312 23 26. 
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DID YOU KNOW? by M Rutherfoord 

- that as I write this in mid-July it is 4°0 colder than it was in 
January! If this goes on we will have the Pro Patria stamps for Xmas, 
and the Pro Juventute for the 1st of August! 
- that the published sales of the above stamps showed a reduction, but 
because of the greater surcharge the net profit is still larger than 
before. The total stamps printed are 714 m, dropped from 757 m; PTT 
497 m and Courvoisier 217 m. Nevertheless the WIFAG SSR3 printing 
machine has been taken out of service by the PTT leaving them with 
only the newest, the electronically-controlled Goebel. The co-oper­
ation with Courvoi.sier proceeds apace, but their last machine will 
not be moved from Bern. 
- that the number of philatelic subscribers for new issues has dropped 

·from 194 647 to 192 129, with more than a third outside Switzerland. 
- that according to Markus Seitz of Luzern, the ATM specialist, the 
PTT will introduce a new 'picture' and/or paper this year for the 
Swiss Frama machines, and there might be a special 'stamp' in 1995 on 
the occasion of the Exhibition in Basel for 150 years Basel Dove. 
- that there are now 1200 Frama machines in service in Switzerland, 
all with the 10-button selector; i.e., the remaining old 4-button type 
have all been retro-fitted, as they say. Now another 800 have been 
ordered by the PTT. The old handle type, for 10c and 50c stamps, are 
being steadily withdrawn as they are not sufficiently 'vandal proof'. 
However, not everyone can operate these 10-button machines easily, 
and they can be jammed with foreign coins, not usually by accident. 
- that the term 'Phantom PO' has been given, by the SVP, to those 
places whj_ch have a :pictorial K-cancel but no PO as such. The new Rigi 
cancels triggered this off, but before this there was the PTT Museum, 
the Luzern Transport Museum and others. Now we have one for the Olympic 
Museum in Lausanne, K 1373, used uniquely in an MPO on the first day. 
- that another 'first off' is the cachet 'St. Galler Kinderfest 1993' 
used with the St. Gallen Philatelic Bureau date stamp (K 1135). This 
procession is always subject to the weather, and in previous years had 
often caused confusion because the allocated MPO was not available 
due to a postponement, so this year's solution is a neat way out. 
- that another first is the use of orange for a PTT label, and is 
rather special. It is to be used by the sender of a parcel if he knows 
that the recipient will fetch it from his :FO Box at the weekend, if 
not there is trouble they tell me. Parcels are not usually distributed 
at the weekends, not even to box holders, hence the label for this new 
service, at no extra cost. Used examples will be rare • 

.r(~ St.Galler 
~ ... ~ Kinderfest 
/{~ 1993 

Musee Olympique Olympisches Museum 
Olympic Museum Lausanne 
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FESTIVAL 

MU~~UE 
MONTREUX 

VEVEY 

4.15. SEPT. 1993 ·•I 
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BRIEFllARKEN­
AUSSTELLUNG 

GILDE ST. GABRIEL 

Some of the 
recent flag 
cancels. 
Do members 
want more of 
these to be 
published? 

The PTT no longer number K-cancels; the SVP have continued the numbering. 
Members who want these numbers publishi·ng periodically in the Newsletter 
should write to the Hon. Editor as soon as possible, please. 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelj_c 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction. 

SFr.52.50 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. SFr.56.--
The postage is not included in these prices! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONJX)N WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN+ CIE., Prpr. Hertsch +Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 

--~- ___ !~'.! ... E!J:C?,n~.- E~~-~.~ .J~,?~1:':, .. ~ .. ~J.!,~2 ... -:.'"'0)_lL,ll,?_m<?,9..._?,?.L."!.B.?C .=.~'"'°-. 3 ,1 ( ~ ~ 2 .!3 2 6 -----
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No. 9 S E P T E M B E R 1 9 9 3 47th year 

SWISS PRIMER by Felix Ganz (First published in 'Tell', January 1983) 

Pro Patria (literally FOR THE FATHERLAND) issues (with surtax) 
The background of these stamps is best understood by knowing that they 
are issued in advance of Switzerland's National holiday (Bundesfeier, 
fete nationale) of 1st August. Centuries ago, fires on mountain tops 
were used as a means of signalling important information. The Swiss 
custom of lighting fires, on 1st August, on every hill, mountain, alp, 
and even city plaza is said to commemorate the lighting of fires back 
towards the end of the 13th century, when the central Swiss cantons' 
inhabitants burned the Austrian oppressors' castles and signalled their 
respective successes to each other. 

Unofficial. privately-made picture postcards with the 'Bundesfeier' 
or 'Fete nationale' legends are known as early as 1901. They are col­
lected eagerly as earliest forerunners. In 1910, the national f~te 
committee, a private body founded for the double purpose of celebrating 
national day properly, as well as helping a variety of organizations 
dedicated to care for the poor, the handicapped, the disabled, the sick, 
and others (and occasionally even lending a hand to conserve or preserve 
special Swiss customs and/or landmarks) received permission to produce 
the first semi-official postal card, with imprinted postage stamp, 
which was sold at Swiss post offices, with a surcharge that went to the 
fete committee. 

Until 1937 a total of 85 basic f~te postal cards were produced, with 
a variety of surcharges. Most were for domestic use, but a few bear 
airmail or foreign postage rate stamps. Most designs, by Swiss artists 
commissioned by the foundation, depict Swiss scenes, often with a f3te 
day motif. Steadily decreasing sales of the cards, the success of the 
Pro Juventute stamps, and then the zero bottom interest of philatelists 
for postal stationery items, provoked the committee to change its 
'pitch'. While unstamped picture postcards continued to be produced 
until 1960 (they are collected either unused, or used with a matching 
Pro Patria stamp) the main attention was now given to Pro Patria stamps. 
In 1938 and 1939 there was one each, with pictures of historic places; 
in 1940 (first real World War II year) there were four, plus the famous 
souvenir sheet, plus a re-drawn stamp, plus a major colour variety of 
the 20c. Since then the number of Pro Patria stamps has varied from t> 
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two to five per year, with a few souvenir sheets occasionally thrown in. 
The stamps are sold at all Swiss post offices, currently for a period 

of about 6 months. Since 1964 all Pro Patria stamps have remained valid 
indefinitely for postage, while earlier issues were demonetized. (This 
often explains why used stamps of these earlier issues are higher priced 
in catalogues than the mint ones.) 

The stamps depict Swiss landscapes, famous Swiss personalities, his­
toric and modern artworks, coins, castles and other subjects. 

When Switzerland celebrated the centenary of the Zurich stamps in 1943 
the PTT issued a fine treatise on the development of the post during 
that period. This was translated into English by our Member F J Rosenthal 
of the USA and published in an abridged version in the Newsletter in 1969. 
In view of the 150 Years of Swiss stamps several members asked if it 
could be reproduced again. 

00 YEARS Cf swrss STAMPS 1243-00 
Published by the General Direktion PTT, Bern, translated by P-.J. Rosenthal 

CANTONAL STAMPS 

The postage stamp in its contemporary form was first introduced in Britain. 
In 1837, Rowland Hill, then a school-teacher, but later to occupy a leading 
position in the l3ri tish postal service - published an essay on postal ref·:irm, 
in which he proposed the introduction of a considerable reduction in the tariff 
for letters, which should amount to one penny, regardless of eistances involved, 
and furthermore, that the tariff in future should no longer be paid by the 
recipient, but by the sender in the form of stamps affixed to the covers. His 
extraordinary suggestions caused a great sensation, but found such vigorous 
support among the public that an official study coumission was established. 
On January 10, 1840, new tariffs of l penny for letters up to ~ ounce and 
2 pence up to l ounce were introduced, and on Hay 11 1840 the first stair.ps 
with the portrait of the young Queen Victoria were put on sale - an innovation 
gradually adopted by postal administrations the world over. 

ln Switzerland, during the 1840s, the postal system was the exclusive 
business of the Cantons, but only 15 carried it on at their own risk; others 
had contracts, either partly or entirely, with larger cantonal postal admin­
istrations - one Canton (Schaffhausen) even to a private person - while Appenzell 
did not even exercise its prerogative at ell. 

Each Canton determined the tariff according to its own views, collecting 
them not only for postal deliveries within its own terTitory, but also for 
letters which were merely forwarded across its terTitory. Thus postage was 
expensive and in view of the variety of tariffs and differing Cantonal coinage, 
could not be calculated in advance for circulation within Switzerland. An 
attempt was made to arrive at uniform tariffs and lower rates by means of 
cantonal compacts, but never succeecled in a decisive fashion. Js..S a result the 
postage was generally collected from the recipient. lt was even re8arded as 
impolite to pay the postage on a letter, since it suggested that the recipient 
was unable to pay. Sometimes, however, other reasons prevailed, for in a 
letter, written in 1805, Parson Schweizer of Zurich wrote to a friend in 
Murten: "Only the hope that the letters will be delivered sooner and more 
reliably, is res;:>onsible for my not paying the postage." 

Zurich, as the first Canton and at the same time the first postal admi~ist· 
ration of the European continent, encourage~ by the experience gained in 
Britain, introduced prepayment of postage by me.ens of stamps. At the end of 
February 1843, the local newspapers and the Cantonal gazette issued the 
following announcement: 

"Beginning on March l, 1843, letters, pamphlets etc. which are tc 
be forwarded by the local post, may be franked on being posted by means of 
tokens or stamp labels {4 Rappen) which will be issued by the postal administ­
ration. Furthermore, such tokens {6 Rappen) will be issued for Cantonal ~ 
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circulation, whereby plain letters, i.e. weighing less than 1 L8th, will be 
fully prepaid without further postage for delivery to their final destination. 
They will not be valid outside the Cantonal territory. These postage tokens 
will be issued in any number age.inst cash payment of the amount by all post.el 
offices of the Canton, in Zurich by the delivery office. They will be 
moistened on the reverse side and ~'"ill be affixed to the address of the letter 
in such a manner as not to cover up the writing. 11 

The so-called Zurich 4 and Zurich 6 (Fig.l) 
remarkably resemble, both in size and design, the 
first British stamps. They were printec by the 
firm of Orell FUssli ~ Co. in Zurich by means of 
lithoeraphy on paper with a netw::>rk of fine vertical 

Fig. l•and horiz~ntal red lines. Of cou~se, no-one could 
------ forsee the great advantages which the use of p-:>stage 

sta..ilpS ;.ras to br!ng in the course of tine; n<:ver~heless it is surprising t:iet 
conte."!lporary chroniclers did not fine th.is fur.da..-:i.ental ir.no'\•&tio:-. worth :::i.ention­
ing and that the press of Zurich and Wicterthur did not take a position either 
fer or against it. 

The stamps, which were later called 1Frankozettel 1 , then 'Frier...arken 1 , and 
for the first time 'Frar.kromarken' in a circular of the Swiss Festal Administration 
dated April 5, 1850, apparently found rapid acceptance with the public, but were 
used almost exclusively for payment of postage on letters weighing up to 1 Loth 
(15.6 g.). ln only a few isolated cases were several stamps used for heavier 
weights. For registered letters it was mainly the letter postage which was paid 
for by stamps, whereas the registration fee was mostly charged by the post office. 
The stamps were uniformly cancelled by rosette postmarks, with Zurich using red 
colour, and the other post offices almost exclusively using black stamping ink. 
The town mark or date mark appeared besioe it. 

On October 1, 1843 Geneva issued its own postage. The originator, Prof. de 
Candolle, reported at a meeting of the Grand Council with enthusiasm on the 
remarkable success which Britain and Zurich had experienced with the introduction 
of postage stamps. He was of the opinion that prepayment of postage was justi­
fied since letters were written much more in the interest of, or for the pleasure 
of the letter writer than for the profit of the recipient. lf everyone was able 
to post letters prepaid in mailboxes which coulcl be placed in all parts of a town, 
instead of having to visit the post office, then surely the greater number would 
be prepaid and as 8 result many more letters would be entrusted to the mails for 
delivery rather than to messengers or travellers. 

The first stamp of Geneva, known as 1Doppelgenf 1 ('Double Geneva') (Fig. 2) 
consists of two connected stamps of 5 c. each, intended singly as local postage. 
·connected they bear the inscription 'Port cantonal' in the upper frame. To the 
great regret of the postal administration, which had aimed at the simplification 
of the service, the stamps did not meet with the desired success. ln order to 
stimulate public interest in prepayment of postage, from March 1, 1844, the half 
stamp was sold at 4 c., and the whole stamp at 8 instead of 10 c., while the 
postage for unstamped letters remained unchanged. From then on there was a 
slow increase in the use of stamps. Nevertheless, at the end of the year there 
were only about 5400 pieces, i.e. approximately 9% of all posted documents 
destined for within the Canton, which were stamped in this manner. 

• 
I 
I 

As a further inducement postage within the 
entire Canton was uniformly reduced to 5 c. on 1st 
April 1845, necessitating the issue of new stamps 
with the inscription 'Port cantonal' (Fig. 3). 
Although marked 15 c.' it was also sold at 4c. 

Fig. 2 ln 1847 the stamp appeared in a slightly changed Fig. 3 

design and later on in dark-green instead of yellowish-green paper. Letters 
from other Cantons, not destined for Geneva or Carouge, were subject to a 
surcharge of 5 c. 

ln February 1846 envelopes in three different sizes were issued, with 
imprinted 5 c. stamps. But most users of the mails preferred to fold their 
letters as heretofore, in a suitable manner, to close them with a label or a 
seal, and then to write the address on the letter itself. Thus the turnover 



Page 68 HELVETIA NEWSLETTER September 1993 

of envelopes remained very low and in order to use U? the supply, in 1849, the 
cut-out stamps were permitted use as postage. 

The third and last Canton, Basel-Stadt (city), issued stamps on 1 July 1845 
which, in the first official notice of 30th June, were presented 
to the public as small labels - 'Frankozettelchen' - and were sold 
at a price of 5 Batzen (50 Rp.) for each 20 pieces. This was 
what is known to-day, even among non-collectors, as the famous 
'Basler Tiubchen' - Basle Dove (Fig. 4), which was engcaved in 
copper after a design of the architect Berry and was produced in 
Frankfurt a.M., as the first three-colour embossed printed stamp 
in the world. A single stamp of 2~ Rp. covered the postage up 
to a weight of 1 Loth within the city. Heavier letters and those 

Fig. 4 

sent to or from the three outer boroughs required the affixing of two stamps in 
the upper left corner, while Zurich utilised the left lower corner and Geneva 
provided a free choice of any one of the four corners. 

ST.! ... -..PS OF THE 'I'?.A!-<S ITlON PE~. TOD 

The Federal Constitution cf Se?te.~be~ 12, 1848, in Article 33, declared 
the postal system to be a matter of State throu;:;hout the territory of the S'll>"iss 
Confederation. The extent of the postal prerogative was not circumscribed in 
the Constitution. On the other hand, the Confederation was bound to maintain 
the postal cotIIIll.lnications in the various cantonal territories with the aame 
conveniences as heretofore; to determine the rates throughout the Confederation 
according to equal and, as far as possible, reasonable rules, and to compensate 
the cantons for the loss of postal revenues on a yearly basis. From January 1, 
1849, the postal system was pn:visionally administered by the previous author­
ities on behalf of the Confederation. Only after the Statute of May 25, 1849 
had determined the organization of the postal system, providing a central 
administration in Bern and eleven postal district administrations, was the 
Federal Postal Administration enabled to assume its functions on August 1, 1849. 
As for the users of the mails, the unification of the postal system came as a 
welcome relief, when on October 1, 1G49, the law on postal rates came into effect. 
lt established uniform postal rates for letters throughout Switzerland which 
were staggered according to distances (4 postal zones) and weighta Post 
off ices were to note down the postage received on the back of letters when they 
were posted, or to note on the front .. in rec1 ink - the amount to be collected 
from the recipient on delivery. 

Within the cantons of Basel, Geneva and Zurich, the cantonal stamps retained 
their validity for the present. On the basis of the law on postal retes, which 
permitted a local mail for larger communities with reduced rates for stamped 
letters, the postal district administrations were empowered on January 18, 1840, 
to introduce stamps for the reduced rates of local circulation. 

According to the new circumstances, the postal district administration of 
Geneva had already in 1849 replaced stamps with the cantonal arms with those .• ,!.l I • • 1. I ' i 

I I ' 
! I 1 ' I i l 

' 
Figs. 5 ~ 6 

showing the Federal cross. However, since Geneva 
was the sole canton with French coinage (with l. 43 
centimes being equivalent to the Swiss r~ppen which 
circulated in many of the cantons), the new local 
postage ~tamp read 4 Cts instead of 2~ Rp. (Fig. 5) 
and on January 22, 1850, it was replaced by a stamp 
of similar design of a value of 5 Cts. The former 
stamp, however, could still be used at the same 
value. A little later, when in other postal districts the first Federal stamps 
of 2~ Rp. were already in use, Geneva issued another stamp of 5 c., (Fig. 7) 

an adaptation of the Federal design but using its own currency. 

~.i. In March 1850, the postal district of Zurich, which in addition 
~ : to the cantons of Zurich, Schaffhausen and Thurgau, also included 
't . i the canton of Zug, prepared its own stamps at 2lj Rp. ij 
~ 1 (Fig. 8) for use in Zurich, Winterthur, Richters\l."11, 1.,.... _ _. 

·::= . .:::.·: __ . Wlidenswil, Schaffhauaen, Frauenfeld and Zug. However, ! 
Fig. 8 they were not used, as intended, only for local mail, 

but of ten also for the mailing of otheT letters within 
the postal district. c:> Fig. 7 
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In the canton of Basel-Stadt the 1Easel Dove' stamps, valued 
at 2~ Rp. were still in occasional use. l further issue wasdeemed un:lecessary; 
the local users of the mails did net become reconciled to postage stamps, and 
it was even considered unfashionable to receive franked letters. The remaining 
eight postal district administrations alee did not excercise their privilege to 
issue stamps for local mail. 
FEDEFJ..L POSTAGE STAMPS 

In a ootice, dated April 5, 1850, a..~nouncement wes made of the issue of the 
first Federal stamps. At first this consisted of a 
2~ Rp. stamp for use in t.lie more important places, which 
had been granted a local mail at reduced rates for 
stamped letters. For the German language areas stamps 
with the inscription 10RTSPOST 1 were provided and for the 
French-speaking regions the inscription 1 POSTE LOCALE' 
(Figs. 9 ~ 10). However, both sta.~?S were in use in all 
language areas. 

In Berne, the lithographer Durhei.m had difficulty in 
printing e sufficiently c:-.::t:i.nu,:;us su;::;ly cf Ste.::!ps, er.c 
or.ly on October 1, 1850 was he able tc issue twc furthe:­
velues: the colourful Rayon star.ips of 5 Rp. (Fig.11) 
for letters up to ~ Leth within the first rayon (~ostal 
zon~) and 10 Rp. (Fig. 12) for t.~e second zone. For 
higher rates several such stamps were to be aff h:ed. 

:111~\' ... ; ~ ~· 

"' -

,:=~ ~_igs~3 9

13
0. __ 10 _ 

. t;..~- ----
;~ - -

10 

Fig. 11 Fig. 12 

Except for use in localities of the frontier regions, they were not valid for 
foreign countries. Production by means of three-coloured lithography was very 
time-consuming and expensive; thus the value of the 5 !',,p. appeared from February 
1851 only in two-colour printing. On the other hand the yellow colour of the 
10 Rp. stamps was unsuitable for this. 

Although all domestic letter mail was to be provided with stamps from 
October l, 1850, and although stamps could &lso be used for foreign mailings 
from January l, 1852 on, this means of franking mail was slow to come into use. 
In 1856 only 25% of domestic mail was stamped, and in 1860 only 33% H~wever, 
when the 1862 law on postal rates brought an increase of 5 Rp. for unstamped 
letters, the situation changed rapidly, and by 1863 the percentage rose to 68. 

In the beginning some difficulties arose from the lack of unifonnity in the 
currency system. Thus, in Geneva, stamps of 5 ~. were sold for 8 cts, and 
those of 10 Rp. for 15 cts. On January l, 1852 the reform of the currency led 
to the required uniformity, since for all Switzerland a uniform currency based 
on the French system of coinage was introduced, ·which is still in use today. 
According to the standard of currency the postal rates had to be re-determined, 
and, at the same time, on January l, 1652, neu postage stamps were to be issued. 
Thus the post offices had to deliver up their entire sup~ly of stamps on 
December 25, 1851. 

However, for a number of reasons, the printing of the contemplated new 
stamps was delayed so severely, that during January 1352 the former stamps of 
5 cS. 10 Rp. were issued again without change, in connection with which the 
indication of value was to be regarded as that of the new currency. ln adjust­
ment to the new rates which went into affect at the aame time (providing for 3 
instead of 4 postal zones), a new stamp was ~ut on sale for the third zone, 
produced by one-colour lithography, with values of 15 Itp. and 15 cts. (Fig. 13) 
Since the public unexpectedly got used rather quickly 
to the new currency, further printings showed only the 
value of Rp. On the other hand the value numerals 
were subsequently printed somewhat larger. 

For the new issue of stamps which had been in Fig. 13 
preparation since 1851, the postal authorities chose 
in place of the lithographic process, the more 
efficient and cheaper process of typography. ln doin~ so embossed printing was 
put to use, inasmuch as this processr-ermits the ernbossed work to appear 
prominently and this is a good protection against counterfeiting, The zonal 
indications were made superfluous, because t."le stamps were now accepted for the 
entire postal traffic. The value was indicated in all of the t.~ree national languages., 
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For the star.:ip design, the artist was provided, .!llill alia, with the 
following guiding principles: 11All countries have e.-nployeC: the design which 
adorns their silver coins, whether the portrait of the i(j_ng or of the Queen, 
the German eagle, etc. On the other hand, for a Republic the national symbol 
is suitable, some beautiful feminine figure with a corresponding coat-of-ann.s." 
Thus, the set of stamps which appeared on September 15, 1854, bore as its all• 
e~orical figure, that of 'Helvetia' which from this date onward, in a variety 

cf styles, decorated some of the st&nIJS witJ1out interruption for 
80 years (Fig. 14) 

The preparatory work, as well as the printing of the first 
issue, was executed by t.11e University Press Weiss in Munich on 
white paper which was also in use for the Bavarian stamps. As 
protection against counterfeiting the paper was interlaced with 

Fig. 14 silken threads in such a fashion that every stamp received a thread. 

In the autumn of 1854 the Federal Mint in Berne, ~"'11.ich in the meantime hac 
been provided with the necessary equi?ment, took charge of the printing of the 
stamps. The paper was provided in the sa.,~e finish by the Papermill an der Sihl 
in Zurich. During 1655-1857 every st.amp Yal ue 'Was ;?re~cr€-c with a difforen t 

colour thread; however this proved to be too complicated and too expensive. 
The stamp values furnished from Munich 5, 10, 15, & 40 Rp. - were later 
supplemented by values of 2 & 20 Rp. & 1 Fr. On July 1, 1862 the rate for 
printed matter to Italy was set at 3 Rp. Since a 3 Rp. stamp did not exist 
at the time, half a 2 Rp. was provisionally affixed next to a whole one. 
This expedient, however, lasted for only 3 months. The use of other 
bisected stamps was never officially permitted. (To be continued.) 

The Postal Stationery Society has been formed. The next meeting is 
on 25th September at the YWCA, Great RusseJ1Street, London WC1 at 
12 noon when there will be a display of South Africa, an auction and 
an AGM. Details from the Secretary Mr D Taylor Smith, 23 Britannia 
Road, Norwich NR1 4HP. 

~s Ale Kline said in his 'Stamp Collector's Manual' of 1862 "I shall 
e P eased to ! • • give any informati·on th ' . at lays in my power b t 

persons wishing for a reply must enclose a postage stamp f ' u 
purpose". Members writing to Officers of the Society or that 
bear this in mind please, to help reduce costs. are asked to 

To have a better understanding of the rates charged for the post over 
the years a relationship has to be found with a common item still in 
use today. Can any economist suggest something suitable? 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Now that the holidays are nearly over, consideration can be given to 
filling those gaps in your collection. Perhaps I can help, your want 
list will receive my personal attention. Meet me at the following 
Fairs: 18 September, Thatcham; 25 September, Basingstoke; 3 October, 
Hatfield. See the Press for details of the venues. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that I have won one of the 2000 supplementary prizes, a good rucksack, 
in the great PTT Stamp Album Competition (see July DYK) by sending in 
ten entries, without the infamous pair. The PTT added these prizes at 
the last minute, when the unfairness of their main draw was made clear 
to them. I also got nine useful FDCs for the tries. 
- that for SFr 29.80 you can obtain from the SBB/CFF a Ji" computer 
disk with their whole train and ship timetable, but excluding, so far, 
postal coaches and mountain cable cars. It gives instant connections, 
on your PC, between any two stations, including costs, time taken for 
up to five changes. 
- that recently I had the chance to examine nearly 2000 stamped covers 
used in April and May. Almost a third of the stamps were damaged or 
poorly cancelled. Of the 115 (60c or 80c) 150 Years of Swiss Stamps 
found, 69 were stuck on horizontally. Of the few stamps stuck on 
upside down, practically all were the 10c cow. Only one cover did not 
have the postcode in the address. Less than 10% were A mail. 
- that as the A mail has not reached the expected 20%, i.e., only 17% 
generally, another rise in rates is to come, unless the position 
improves soon. 
- that on the 30th July another stretch of the rejuvenated Furka­
Oberalp line, from Realp to the old tunnel, was re-opened with the 
'virgin' SLM 1913, ex-Vietnam, steam loco 'Furkahorn'. In 1996 the 
whole of the old route from Realp to Gletsch to Oberwald should be in 
weekend service with five steam locos. 
- that Volume 6 of Gene Kelly's "Fiscal Stamps of Switzerland" is in 
preparation, so any examples from the Canton of Aargau should be sent 
to him at: Zelgstrasse 7, CH-8253 Diessenhofen. 
- that a comprehensive, well-illustrated booklet, 94 A5 pages in 
German, has been published by the Stamp Collectors Club of Liestal on 
the Post and Aviation History of the Basel Region, and of Liestal in 
particular, home of Oscar Bider and others. 
- that the PTT have a number of very fine posters left over from the 
1991 issue of the four Pioneer Aviators. Write for a free copy while 
they last (Philatelie, CH-3030 Bern). 
- that they.also have a booklet in English issued at that time showing 
methods of stamp production and printing using illustrations from ~he 
above issue. 
- that Weggis was (is?) one of the most popular resorts,for British 
holidaymakers and thousands of picture postcards were sent home. The 
SVP are studying the machine cancels used from 1965 to 1974, the small 
22 mm diameter 'Weggis' die, have Members any? The illustration below 
shows one of the slogans used. 
- that the famous Unspunnen stone (Z. No. 655) was stolen on 3rd June 
1984 by Jura 'Freedom Fighters', but a copy has now been made for the 
September 1993 games and festivities near Interlaken. The record throw 
of this 83.5 kg stone is only 3.93 m, excluding it from Olympic status. 
See the illustrations of the current slogan cancel on the back of the 
Newsletter last month and ,~TER~ 

the special cancel which ~~00 ~~ 
has been produced for the · ~ 
1993 Festival and in use i ~ 

di .. 
on the 4th & 5th September. 1;,~ ~J:,· 

"ll~N 4.f~·<:; 
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No Member has yet expressed 
an interest in having the 
numbers of the K-cancels 
published in the Newsletter. 
Could it be that Members 
do not collect K-cancels? 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 

--------- year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
:z.J'llSbein reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto' -

-.-.. ~-~-.. ~-x-ac __ cli_w_Ml_S_~--: binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--

.. lachbeuabera: Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 

~~"'C.'°';:f~:~;g4} All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction. 

SFr.52.50 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. S~r.56.--
The postage is not included in these prices! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATAIDGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, IDNDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN+ CIE., Prpr. Hertech +Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone.~umbers frs>.!!!...2.:9.93 - OlJL.312 SJO 5,?; Fax: 031/312 23 26 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printed by RPM Reprographics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 
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LATE USE OF DEFINITIVES - A Query from Mrs V Davis 

I recently acquired three postcards published in France showing a view 
of the paquebot 'Paris' and of the First Class Lounge and First Class 
Smoking Room - certainly not Swiss postcards. However, each card bears 
a square label advertising the Exposition Philatelique Nationale, 
Geneve GEPH 17-26 Sept. 1943. The cards have the special cancel (Pen S329 
Journee Suisse du Timbre 6 XII 42 and are franked with: 10c Tell head 
No. 126/II issued 1914; Tell Boy 2c and )c Nos 117/8 issuea 1909; Tell 
Boy 3c No. 118 issued 1909 and 2c No. 123 issued 1910. 

This is a very late use of these stamps which were withdrawn, 40 years 
after issue, on the 31st December 1942. Did the sender have these early 
issues in his possession and decide to use them before the end of their 
validity, or did he buy them from a dealer, or even from the post office? 
We may never know. 

Numerous valu.es were invalidated on 31st December 1942 including: 
all Helvetia with sword 1908-1940; Tell Boy 1908-1930; Tell head 1914-
1930; High values 3, 5, 10fr, 1914-1930; Shield with cross 1924-1940; 
first small Landscape issue 1934; certain other non-definitives. Have 
members any other late use of definitives of this period? 

i.~onsie11r 

..... 1 B ... 1 .• 1 ... y o:: er 
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IOC>YEl-\RS cJ.9/VISS STAMF:S lbtl3-1943 
Translated by F. J. Rosonthal Part II 

Seated Helvetia perforated. This second issue of the seated Helvetia, 
printed like its predecessor by enbossed 

typography, nay , in nore than one way, be regarded as the first modern postnge 
stanp. lm innovation was prir:i.arily tho perforntion of the strunp edges, which 
on the one hand conclusively solved the problen of separation, nnd on the other 

served as an effective protection against counterfeits. A further 
protection was provided for the first tine by a control nark, 
similar to the r.1odern watermark, which \fnS inprossed into the sheet 
of paper in the paper mill in the sh'].pe of n Swiss cross encircled 
by a double oval. These protective mensures, while they nade use 
of the expensive silk thread paper unnecessa~·, were not sufficient 
in the long run. As a further protective measure gra.nite paper 
was substituted in 1881 for the white paper. The stamp fornat Fig.15 wns nevlly designed as well. It is worthy of note that the solution 

arrived at has been retained to this date without substantial changes. (Fig.15) 

The new stamp design is charncterised by a conplete change in the inscrip­
tions. The troublesome tri-lingual value designntion was replaced by the 
conspicuous indication of value by me.:..ns of boldly forr.ied nur:iarals. For the 
firat time there appears on the postage star.ips the linguistically neutral 
countrJ designation 1 Helveti~ 1 • The reprosent~tion of the Helvetia is based 
on the coin design of the tine. It does not l.'l.y cln.ir.1 to rui.y artistic merit, 
but is sinply regarded as a decorative design which represents the country's 
sovereignty rui.d which supplements the utilitarian inscriptions. The issue 
of 1862 undoubtedly represents a considerable advance in the production of 
postage stampo. The production was undertaken by the Federal Mint at Borne. 

~ Cross of the Confederation with Nwnerals. This \7as a decidedly 
utilitarian design, 

doninated biJ the requirements of postal technology; aesthetically unassuming, 
sober in design, appropriate in configurotion (Fig. 16). Enclosed strongly 

by a well-pIDportioned ornamental fro.me, the components of the 
design - inscription scroll, cross o.nd value numeral - merge into 
a harmonious whole. Destined for tho lower values which were to 
be produced in lnrge numbers, these sta.rnps were produced by moans 
of the efficient typography, o. circumstnnce which the design 
tokes into account. 

Fig. 16 Protection ag::i.inst counterfeiting and fraud remn.ined o. InD.jor 
problen of the stamp printers. Thus, it wo.s found necesSn.rJ to prepare the 
colours for the now stamps in such a fashion that any attempt to wash off the 
cancellntion fror:i used stn.mps Yrould destroy n.lso the colour printing nnd there-, 
with the sta.np itself. 

In 1904 preparations began for the first stomp booklets. In 1908 tho 
SQ-called 1Kehrdruckbogen 1 (or t~te-beche) sheets were prep::u'ed for these book­
lets, in which the fourth vertical row remained blank, while in the eighth, 
ninth nnd ten th rm7S the sto.r.1ps were printed upside dorm (inverted). When 
the sheets were separated into sinele le.ives of six star.ips each, sufficient 
mn.rgin reLk~incd for stapling, ::uid all stamps reappeared in their normal position. 

Up to 1906 these sta.-:ips \7erc printed by St!.!mpfli & Co. in Berne, there­
after in the new Federal Mint. 

~· Standing H~lvctin. For this issue (Fig. 17) copperplate 
printing was utilized for the first 

time for Swiss stamps. Although this oethod had :::.lready proved 
its usefulness for strunps and had denonstr~ted its aesthetic 
qualities with the first stamps of the world, it did not prevnil 
in tho r:io.nufacture of stamps inasmuch as it w:::.s technic11lly Fig. 17 
difficult and correspondingly ex-pensive. The producers had to contend with 
difficulties which \7ere partly c.ccounted for by the £:.:.ct that up to 1900 
printing was done by mec.ns of a hand press. Since tho printing plates had to 
be inl:ed by hand, corrections, known ns 'retouching', were frequently called 

for and a.s- the c~pper wore doWn rapidiY.--d.;J:i.ng -ptinting !!lailY differences in 
colour shading a:ose, as well as other pecr.ili~ities. These were subse~.iently 
to becooe of gre~t interest to philatelists. t:=-
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This issue gives evidence of a certain con:teupora.ry stylistic trend - often 
found in foreign sta.nps of tho day - r1hich divides the design into nn ova.l 
centrepiece, intended for the pictorial design, o.nd a decorative fr::1.I!l.G intended 
for the inscriptions. The representation of Helvetia, here a.go.in ba.sed on a 
reproduction of the coinn.ge syrabol, showa no ner1 characteristic comp;JXed to the 
forner conceptions. 

Up to 1886 these stanps r1ere printed by the firm of MUllha.upt & Sohn, and 
thereafter until 1906 by Ma.:x: Gira.rdet, both in Bern; gunttlng and perforation 
were undertaken by the Federal Mint. 

In 1905 the pro-;ious controlrn::i.rks uere replaced by u proper waterr:ia.rk, 
impressed into the moist pnper; this consisted of Sniss crosses evenly. 
distributed a.cross the sheet of stamps. 

1:2Ql. Willi.:i.n Tell's son .'.1Ild bust of Helvetia. These sta.nps, chosen as the 
result of a. competition, n.re 

cha.ra.cterized by a. depa.rture from conventione.l limitations und by artistic 
creativity. The sto..nm depictin~ Tel1 1 s son, the work of the well-known S\viss 
painter Albert Welti ll862-1912) :rn:::i.into.ins in the first type (Fig.18), the 
style of 'frru.J.ed' stamp, a.s in the issues of 1854, while in the second design 
(Fig. 21), the frnne reverts to its use as a border and the enlarged space then 
allows for a better ::i.rra.ngenent of the picture a.nd denomina.tion. Changes of 
script o.nd re-design of the cross-be~, whose bow-string first appeo.rod in front 
of the stock (Fig. 21), later behind the stock (Fig. 23) led to the crea.tion of 
three states of the second foro which n.re k.~0\7n to phila.telists a.s Types I, 
II :md III. 

Fig.18 Fig.19 Fig. 20 Fig.21 Fig. 22 Fig. 23 

Tha.t which go.ve Welti 1 s stutlp its specio.l chara.cteristics \7o.S the choice 
of motive. It wa.s to be "a. living r.iotive fr..:>n our own history"·, in other 
words, o. picture that wo.s to el!lbody a. genuine Suiss national feeling. i\nd who 
would deny this chara.cterietic to Tell's son? However, neither the conception 
nor its execution we~ given proper due by the public. On the contrary, the 
starn:p was subjected to such extensive criticism tha.t the artist, who had just 
returned to his homel3nd after a stay of mn.ny yeo.rs in Munich, wo.s deeply 
insulted; it provoked hin to create the woll-1"..nown etching, ''The Return Home", 
which shows scorn and hunour. Unfort'l.Ula.tely he did not live to enjoy the 
sa.tisfaction of seeing that his creation did yeoman service for the Swiss 
ma.ils for oore tha..~ 25 years. 

The half-length portrait of Helvetia, designed by the painter and sculptor, 
Cho.rles 1 1Epla.ttcnier (~"'ig. 19) is striking evidence of the tendency to regard 
the stnnp picture cs a work of a.rt. Accordingly the ~otive is represented in 
an entirely nov:;)l vm.y; instea.d of the fern.er nore ornar.iental representa.tion, 
it is seen here as a. living picture with empha.tic bearing, ~ven though it is 
not quite free of the effect of being posed. 

This otn.mp in its turn d.J.d not re:ceive o. friendly reception. Thus the 
a.lpine landscape which is oodestly indicated in the background caused agitated 
criticism. The a.rtist had little success in co.rrying out the ta.sk of simpli­
fying the design and a.t the so.me tine rcpreoenting the gla.cio.l landscape more 
effectively, ·so the socond attempt (Fig. 22) \7a.S also unsn.tisfo.ctory o.nd wa.s 
given up after a. few yuars. 

1908. Sea.ted Helvetin with S~ord. This stoop, which vms to replace the issue 
of tho Sto.nding Helvetia (Fi.ti• 20), also 

a. creation of Charles L1Eplattenier, reprosents, with its contemporaries, Tell's 
son end the half-length portra.it of Helvetia., the beginning of o. new era. in the 
art of tho Swiss postage st:imp, finding expression not only in the entirely new 
conception of the design, but also in the first use of the ~ore modern two­
colour typographic process. The excellent coCTposition on o. flnt surfa.ce, the 
functional insertion of the inscription, cs \7cll o.s the bca.utiful printing, 
; ilrni+.; f'v +.his issue n.s n. sunorb examnle of tho graphic art in stomps. t:::::=-
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1914 Wilhelm Tell - bust portrait. This strunp, designed by 
n.ichard Kissling, the 

creator of the Tell statue in Altdorf (Fig. 24), enjoys the repu­
tation of being one of the most popular stamps. The picture, in 
addition to a strict understanding of the graphic art in stamps, 
shows good treatment of surface and space. The formerly used 
white paper was unsuitable for this issue. The Federal Mint, 
therefore, chose for the first time a beige tinted paper, which 
resulted in a harmonious colouration as a \lhole. Fig. 24 

·1914. High values - Copperplate engravi;m. The increasing use of strun."Js 
called for higher denominations, 

since the letter rates were already covered. The postal administration, there­
fore, decided to issue new values of 5 ~ 10 Francs. By the use of copperplate 
engraving they, as well as a new 3 Fr. strunp, were to be protected against 
counterfeiting and were to receive special attention aesthetically. The 
designs for all three stamps were created by the Swiss illustrator, Eugene 
Grasset, who resided in Paris; the 3 and 10 Fr. values were engraved by 
J. Sprenger, the 5 Fr. value by A. Durkhard~ Since the Federal Mint was 
not equipped for this type of engraving, the production of the stamps uas 
entrusted to the Federal Topographic Office. The choice of this method of 
printing, as well as the large format now made it possible to comply with 
repeated public requests for stamps with landscapes. 

The 3 Fr. Value (Fie.25) represents the character­
istic view of the Uythen landscape as seen from the south. 
The engraving uas most careful1ly carried out, vi th clear 
detail. The beautiful scene, together with the symbolic 
laurel-entwined fasces, the Swiss arms adorned with alpine 
roses, and the graceful scroll, make this a most notable 
stamp. 

Fi~. 25 The second form of the Mythen stamp, was designed by tI-
painter E. Cardinaux and engraved by J. Sprenger in 1931 
(Fig. 30), is characterized by a more objective conception, 
in that it foregoes decorative additions and inst·ead 
expresses the design in a larzer and simpler fashion, 
adjusting them cleverly to the landscape, which in itself 
receives ri complete tran&>rmation. The craggy character 
of the Mythen is here clearly delineated. The pleasing 

Fir,. 30 'effect of the design is enhanced by the well-considered 
border, whi~h in essence corresponds to a picture frame. · 

The 5 Fr. stamp (Fig.26) which sh0\·1s the landscape of the Urnersee within 
a border, represents a true rendering of the fruniliar Ruetli meadow; the postal 
symbols also appear in a pleasing and appropriate manner. 

Fig. 26 Fie. 29 Fig. 27 

A comparison of the first fonn of this stamp uith the later revision, 
undertaken by J. Sprenger (Fig. 29), makes it possible to understand the 
significance of the engraver's art in the interpretation of a design, It 
demonstrates that t.~e second form is a technical as well as a graphic improve­
ment over the first, despite the e:x:cellent properties of the latter, 

The design of the 10 Fr. value, showing the Jungfrau as seen from the Bern 
side (Fig. 27), was a happy combination of landscape picture with a symbolic 
figurative representation. The composition is bold and the engraving excellent. 
The Helvetic motive here is· most attractive and departs altogether from former 
conceptions. This proud ncrnese girl is a well-chosen symbol of the spirit 
of liberty, a worthy descendent of the heroines of Fraubrunnen (5. March 1798) 

+n 'ho nn'l"I+.; "1"111An 
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NORTHERN GROUP - The Northern Group held its first meeting in Leeds on 
the 11th September and, as usual, it was devoted to short displays and 
new acquisitions. The following members contributed to an interesting 
first meeting: 
Mrs Davis - A fine display of covers and cards with a military theme. 
Mrs Nell - Blocks of four, both on and off cover. 
Mr Eastwood - Publicity stamps. 
Mr Cairns - A superb range of cards showing type 2 TPOs from 1870-1910. 
Mr Proctor - A display of covers with the 1943 stamps and miniature 

sheet commemorating the first Zftrich issue of 1843. 
Mr Hope - A display illustrating the different types of publicity cancels 
Mr Hoyle - Perforated Sitting ~elvetia on cover, and new acquisitions. 

SPECIAL STAMP FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF LUZ3RN'S KAPELL BRIDGE 

As you may have heard, the PTT wants to contribute towards the cost 
of reconstructing Luzern's Kapell Bridge, which was partly destroyed 
by fire in mid August. An 80c+20c semi-postal stamp has been issued 
for this purpose. It is based on the design of the 75c stamp issued in 
1960 as part of the architectural heritage series and features a partial 
view of the 14th century covered bridge and its octagonal water tower. 
If revenue from the sale of this stamp should exceed requirements, the 
remainder will go into a fund for the preservation of Switzerland's 
architectural heritage. There were no special first day postmarks. On 
the first day of issue the postmark shown here was used to cancel items. 

Sale 
Advance sale 
Validity 
Value 
Colours 
Size 
Designer 
Printing 
Paper 
Cylinder content 

from 7 September to 30 November 1993 
none 
unlimited, from 7 September 1993 
80c+2oc 
orange, dark red 
24 x 29mm: picture, 21 x 26mm 
Hans Hartmann, Koniz nr Bern (t) 
offset by PTT Stamp Printing Works, Bern 
white, fluorescent, matt gummed 
4 sheets of 50 stamps 

The following item appeared in the 'Postal Label Bulletin' of August 
1978. Herr Walter Huber of Basel, now deceased, was a member of the SVP 
and a leading R-label specialist. Here are some of the errors he found 
on registration labels with the correct spelling below each label. 

R ="a·2r ... 6467 Haldi b. Sehattendorf 
' R - - -

490 101 - - -
Aj;no Briefanna.hme Scha.ti_dorf 

~· ..... - -- --· ... -
3000 Bern 31 3000 Bern 5 Hoili!len 

R R 
Freudenbergptatz I 

009 • - ~3.Q .. 9JJ 4_ 
Freudenber~rplatz Holligen 01?!,nil 

[~:~~::~~i.:J 
Hirs'chwiese.!! V illa~-B:ra.ma:rd Sa.icourl 
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Aitnual GeJteral Meeting 
In accordance with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on WEDNESDAY, November 10th 1993 at 
6.30 p.m. prompt at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St., London WC2. 

AGENDA 

1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on November 11th 1992 and 
published in the Helvetia Phil. Soc. Newsletter of December 1992 

2 Matters arising from the Minutes 
3 Chairman's Address 
4 Hon. Secretary's Report 
5 Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts 
6 Hon. Packet Secretary's Report 
7 Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee for 1993/4 
8 Motions and Resolutions 
9 Any Other Business 

NOMINATIONS 

Nominations for the Election of Officers and Members of the Committee, 
i.e., Chairman,_Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, and (not 
exceeding} TWELVE Members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary IN WRITING to reach him not later than Monday 8th November 1993. 

RESOLUTIONS 

Any member desiring to move a Resolution or Motion at the Annual General 
Meeting must give notice IN WRITING, enclosing the text of the resol­
ution, to the Hon. Secretary NOT less than 14 days before the ~nnual 
General Meeting. 

September 25th 1993 
R A Hoyle Hon. Secretary 
C P Mistely Chairman 

All Members who can are asked to attend this meeting, when they have 
the opportunity to criticise the running of the Society and to put 
forward suggestions for future policy. 

The AGM will be followed by an Auction. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

I shall be at the following Fairs this month:- 16th READING, 
23rd SITTINGBOURNE, 30th BRENTWOOD, 31st COLCHESTER - the last two 

are Federation events - come and see me for those missing items. 
Accessories of all kinds are available at discount prices and of 
course POST FREE. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherfoord 

- that due to negligence (?) the famous 14th century wooden bridge in 
Luzern was partly burnt down in the early hours of the 18th August. 
The watch tower was undamaged, but 63 of the triangular paintings were 
lost. On the 26th August the PTT began offset printing of 10 million 
red versions of the old 1960 blue recess-printed stamp showing the 
tower, but for 80 + 20c for the rebuilding of the bridge by 1994. The 
last extensive refurbishing was in 1968/9. 
- that for the 1987 floods 50 + 50c stamp 20 million were printed, but 
only 8.278 million were sold. So the 25 000 red stamps sold on the day 
of issue, 7.9.93, in Luzern is a good omen for record sales until the 
30th November when they will be withdrawn, also from Philatelic offices. 
- that the classic book by Mirabaud and Reuterskiold 'Swiss Stamps 
1843-1862' has been reprinted as a facsimile of the 1898 Paris edition, 
but the illustrations are in colour. In German, 295 pages, SFr.240.­
until the 30th October, then SFr.300-. For the specialist. 
- that the 1994 Mftller catalogue has appeared with several new features. 
All main varieties are shown enlarged in colour, as are all illustrations 
for Switzerland, UN Geneve, Liechtenstein. First Day cancels also shown. 
- that on the 2nd November 1993 new ATM paper will be introduced with 
a security printing in green, showing the outline of Switzerland, ac­
cording to Markus Seitz. The new labels will only be available on this 
day in the eleven Postal Region HPOs. He reports that 2050 machines are 
in use today, and a further 750 will follow. His new 1994 catalogue is 
now out, in German, for SFr.24.-. 
- that the London auction house of Phillips are handling the extensive 
all-world TPO collection of our deceased Member, Roy Christian. 
- that the 'Schweizer Briefmarken-Bourse' has, after 8 years, appeared 
in a new format. It costs SFr.47.- inland and SFr.55.- foreign per 
annum, but as usual advertisments are free. 
- that according to the latest PTT statistics every Swiss inhabitant 
receives 532 letters per year against only 293 in GB. For parcels the 
figures are 33 and 7.3! In Switzerland the number of registered parcels 
has dropped by 13%. The figure for R-letters is not given but the fall 
is probably greater. 
- that when Napoleon took over Switzerland in 1798 he created the 
Bernese Oberland as a separate Canton, but when in 1803 he gave most 
powers back to the Federation of Swiss Cantons Bern retook their 
southern part. This did not please the Oberlanders, so the Unspunnen 
Games were created. So successful were they that they were repeated in 
1805, but then not again until 1905. 
- that the Swiss engraver and canceller supplier G'filler in Hftttikon (ZH) 
made 964 cancellers for the British Army, from about December 1887 until 
July 1915. See the illustration below. I would be glad to have more 
information on these cancellers which must have had an interesting life, 
and, in addition, were the first digit-reel cancellers in the UK. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

London 14th October Letter 'G', all members. 
11th November, AGM and Auction. 

Leeds 7th November, Railways, D Ripley. 

Sussex 14th November, letters 'G, H&I' all members. 
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K-CANCEL 

UP-DATE 

ASSEMILEE DES PRESIDENTS 

TRAMELAN 16.10.91 

SCHWEIZERISCHER 
~ 1843-
--u-C7 1993 
APOTHEKERVEREIN 

SOCIETE SUISSE 
1843-
1993 

MACIE 

Pour utiliser la 
•radio+ t616vision 
ii \IOUS falt ••• 
uie autorisation • 
le no 113 vous renseigne • 

October 1993 

El 
WADENSWIL .. ZORICHSEE 

Le• 1111ultlpl•• Mlon• ..... 
FOIRE DE GENEVE 
41' SALON DES AITS ~NAGEIS 
10· 21 ......... ,. 1992 

INT. OLD TIME 
UAZZ MEETING! 
5./6.n.NOV. BIEUBIENNE 

/7-20· 0-
~.::::>o .. o • 
Q.oJOURl'!U o 
'>MOl'IDW.l 
Of IAPOSTf 
90CTOBRE 

For the few members who collect these cancels 
we will try to arrange for someone to collate 
the numbers from the SVP. The list will be 
published 'as and when', perhaps each year. 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZER.LA.ND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto•-
binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--

Still in great demand 
ZuMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT 

----.,-"~-=-=-~.--~-----~-- address list of A.I.E.P. members. English 
issues and 
introduction. 

SFr.52.50 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. 
The postage is not included in these prices1 

SFr.56.--

Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue SFr. 7.30 
Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 

A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATAIDGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, IDNIX>N WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. · 
ZUMSTEIN+ CIE., Prpr. Hertsch +Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New pl!one numbers from ,9.9.93 - .£>11./312 00 5,,?; Fax: 031/312 23 26 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
- •. ~ .. ~~, ...,. __________ ..... ..; __ frn ... ..:~l..,.,~+,.,,.., T+~ ('f1',;,.,,},oc:o+o,.. r..~ 
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FIRST AFRICA FLIGHT • • • UPDATEt by D Cairns 

Following my article, "By Air or By Sea", which appeared in the News­
letter in July 1992, I have received correspondence from readers, some 
of whom are not members of Helvetia, concerning mail sent as far as 
Alexandria on Walter Mittelholzer's First Africa Flight in December 1926. 

In the main this has referred to the second query posed in the article 
asking whether any records were kept of mail first routed to Alexandria 
then f orw~rded to other destinations rather than being immediately 
returned to the sender, usually in Switzerland. As far as I am aware, 
the answer is still "No", but I have been furnished with details of 
some 27 items which went beyond the Egyptian city. Of this number all 
but three were for addresses in East or South Africa, some-being regis­
tered, others were not, some bore receiving marks, others didn't. 
There appears to be no general pattern to this except that all carried 
the Alexandria receiving mark dated "13.DE.26", none with that of the 
following day as suggested in the Luftpost Handbuch as a possible 
alternative. Most interesting of the African items were two covers, one 
to the island of Zanzibar, the other to Livingstone, Northern Rhodesia, 
the present day Zambia. ·:rhe former carries a Mombasa transit mark dated 
the 2nd January 1927, then a receiving mark for Zanzibar 2 days later 
on the 4th. It was then sent back to Switzerland but, owing to mis­
direction, travelled a most circuitous route not arriving in Ztlrich 
until the 15th March. The cover to Livingstone, a truly commercial one, 
arrived there on the 14th January 1927. It was suggested in the notes 
which my correspondent received when he obtained the cover that it was 
forwarded to Livingstone by rail and road. Perhaps an "Africa Collector" 
could confirm whether this was feasible, but I would have thought that 
mail boat to Beira and then overland would have been the easier route. 
All the other items to South Africa where a receiving mark was shown, 
indicate that delivery was made between the 10th and 14th January 1927. 

The other three items to which I referred earlier were all addressed 
to Stephen H Smith in Calcutta who, at that time, was Secretary of the 
Aero-Philatelic Club of India. I made mention of one of these items in 
my original article, but another correspondent sent me details of the 
other two. One, a registered letter had the Port Said transit mark 
"16.XII.26 4.45 A.M." and the Calcutta eds "3 JAN.27.2 P.M.". The other 
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was an unregistered post card on which Stephen Smith had written that it 
was received on the 27th December 1926! Why was there a week's difference 
between the dates of receipt, particularly when one would assume that 
the registered item should have priority over non-registered mail. 

Finally a word about the Alexandria receiving marks. From the infor­
mation I have been able to gather, it would appear that four different 
types of canceller were used on the mail from Switzerland. The first 
three, displaying 'R.10', 'R.2' or 'R.3', were used as far as I can see, 
on registered items of mail, while the fourth with 'K' in the lower 
segment, was applied to all other items. But within Type 1, different 
time figu.res have been noted after the year figures '26' • I would still 
like to hear from others who may have knowledge of "First Africa Flight" 
items which were carried to destinations beyond Alexandria, particularly 
should they carry other transit or receiving marks. 

Type 1. 

(Diam. 26mm.) 

f .luE2S. l .. ~ 

~tlORIA/ . . . ./ 
~~/ 

Type 2. 

(Diam. 28mm.) 

Type 3. 

(Diam. 29mm.) 

Type 4. 

(Diam. 30mm.) 

100 YEARS OF SWISS STAMPS 1843-1943 translated by F J Rosenthal, Part III 

1924 Ooat of Arms - To provide stamps for payment of postage 
on domestic parcels, the rates for which 

came into effect on July 1 ·, 1925, new stamps of 90 Rp., 1 • 20, 
l.So and 2 Fr. were prepared in t...~ree-colourea-typcgrapby and were 
issued on October lt 1924 (Fig.28). These stamps, designed by 
the Geneva painte-'t, Louis Salzmann, strongly resemble the first Fig. 28 
Feperal stamps in arrangement, colouring and especially in the choice of the 
Swiss coat-of-arms as the centerpiece. They were ~11 suited to their postal 
purpose. The manufacture was undertaken by the 2ostage stamp printers in &em.. 

K>RE RECENT POSTAGE STAMPS. 

After a public competition was held in 1932 for stamp designs, the demand 
f>r stamps with landscapes as substitutes for Tell's son and Tell•s portrait, 
g~ew ever str-onger. The postal administration could not refuse these wishes, 
vhi'ch emanated especially chiefly from those enga,ged in tourism. On July 2, 
1934, seven landscape stamps with new designsware issued as follows: 3 Rp. 
olive, Staubbach in the Lauterbr~nnen valley; 5 Rp. green, Pilatus anc Lake 
of 'Lucerne; 10 Rp. violet, Chillon Castle and the Dents du Midi; 15 Rp. 
orange, Rhone Glacier with Grimselstrasse; 20 Rp. red, Val Leventina with 
G:>tthard railway; 25 Rp. brown, Gorge of the Via Mala with bridge; and 30 Rp. 
blue, the Rheinfall at Neuhausen (Figs. 31-37). The seven landscape motives 

•

.. ·11·· ... i .. - ·m-~-~;··-~ ; .. £. ·E 
. . . --

~ . . ·~... '.i;.::'.:'.~ 
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.... ... t,,.. - - . . . 

......... ~~· . 
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- . 

........... li'Mlil .. 

Figs. 31 ·37 
were not intended to publicize various regions, but were meant to represent 
typical Swiss scenes and travel routes: valleys and lakes framed by mountains, 
glaciers, gorges, waterfalls, mountain highways a::i.d alpine railroads. The t:::> 
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artist, Eugen Jordi, who received the commission for this, not easy task, 
achieved, with the means at his disposal, a good result from the point of view 
of &tamp technique, in spite of much criticism. It must be taken into consider• 
ation that the process of typography - as utilized in the printing of stamp5 
could make use only of line-etched designs. It was obvious that for a small 
format such as this the drawing had to show a severe simplification of form and 
suppression of detail. An innovation was the use of a separate picture for 
each denomination. The numeral no longer appeared uniformatly placed, but 
was fitted into the design of each landscape. These staffit>s were printed on 
white, lightly lined paper, with watermark, and red and blue fibres. 

With the passage of time the necessity to replace the outmoded technical 
equipment of the stamp presses became more urgent, for certain machines and some 
of the plant had served for more than 30 end 50 years. A more efficient and 
more economical method of printing was called for. In the sumner of 1936 rot..,'"'­
gravure was adopted. This changeover required that from this date all stamp 
issues had to be changed without delay and had to be manufactured by this new 
method of printing. 

'l'ne :t:irst set printed by steel 
engraving were the 9 denominations of 3 to 
40 Rp. stamps (Figs. 38-46), issued on 
2 November, 1936; mostly utilizing the 
same motives as those of the 1934 issue, 
although in new composition and exploiting 
the r.ef inements of steel engraving. 
Corresponding to the monetary system of 

Figs. 38-46 copper and nickel coinage, this series was 
expanded by two further values: the yellol-,•green 35 r..p. (Fig.45) with a view of 

_Klus near Balsthal in the Jura and the grey 40 Rp. (Fig.46) with the Seealp lake 
and SJ!ntis. To give a uniform appearance, value indications and the inscription 
were located at the bottom. The designs and origin.al engravings were the creat• 
ions of t..~e engraver Karl Bickel of ~alenstadtberg. 

The now smll l®dscc.j_)o stc.n:;_)s, issuod in 1936, were printed on \7hitc, 
unnottled paper without un.torn...'1.rk. As paper 11ithout a.n clli-:tlxturo of fibers 
or watcrrm.rk could be utilizoc.1, it wa.s ::i.dvnntn.ge01.~s to obtn.in n. supply fron 
t>m different sup1)liers. Thus, the printers 11ere given the opportunity to g8.in 
e:xi)orionce for the future on printing technology, especially n.s one n...'Ulufn.ctur­
cr provided p~per \'rl.th grilled gui~, while the other provided a snoothor,h~rder 

. . gun. 

The grn.phic~.lly interesting notif of the 20 R~. stc.n:p (Fig.35) 
with its view of the LevontinD., in \7hich rn.ilr.xi.d nnd highway seek 
to ovorcone the difference in altitude of the valley by noo.ns of 
gigantic l~;o1s, clid not c.1_)~oc.l to tho public at lnrge. 'When the 
coni)lotion of the S(;)ries by r.10MS of high-vc.lue stoel-cngrc.ved 
stn..'":'.ps was undertaken, the occc.sion wc.s token to issue, on Sept-. 
enbcr 17th, 1938, c. 20 Rp. stC'Dp with :;.riuthor Ticineso ln.ndsc~pe.· 
In tho new scene of th0 church of Cc.sta.gnola. a.nd Monte Sen Sn.lvn.t-

Fi5. 35 · uro on 1...1.ke Lugr.no, the sunny chc..rr1.cter and scom.c 
chc.rm of southorn S\1itzerln.nd cro •1ell 0xprcss0d (Fig.42). 

It •ms tra.ditionn.l to ret6.fa for tho thrco so-c2.lled high 
vo.lue: stonps tho b.rgo horizont::i.1 fornr..t, o.nd inc.snuch as now stool 
engro:vings were needed, .it wns decided to chn.ngo unly t:1e ootivcs. 
During n. conpetition, in \lhich 8 o.rtists pa.rticiriutcd, only 2 of :iiu.Jllo .. IN.,.._.,...11111 
then dc.1.rod to undertoke tho difficult tc::.sk, boctmso historicc.l 
notivos wore desired for thi3 sorios. The stool ongrnvcr, K::i.rl Bickel, Fig.42 
won first priz'J o.ncl roceivocl tho conr.rl.03iol"l for tho stc.r.il.)S 1 execution, chose ~ 
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Fig. 48 Fig. 49 Fig. 50 

tho f'ollmdng 
designs: 3 Fr. 
(Fig. 48) tho 
to.ki.l'lg of. tho 
Oa.th a.t tho 
f'orn.1.tion of' 
tho f'i:cst 
Conf'cdo.rato 
League. 5 F.r. 
(Fig .49), the 

nonoro.blo scene of' tho Diet of' Stroi.s, a.t .which the pco:::>lo wore urgocl to stey 
united a.nd. on tho 10 Fr. , tho a.rt ist portreys tho donocra.t ic pri vilogo of' S'11i ss 
citizens, :Voting o.t tho ba.llot bo:x:. Tho colours rmro da.rk rod-brmm, slc.te 
blue end dnrk olive-green rc::>pcctively. Those throe vc.luos appoc.red on 
Septcnbe.r 17th, '1938. .h,o.r their nnnuf'a.cturo a. g:rnnito sa.i'ety p::i.pc.r mth .rod 
a.nd blo.ck fibers n...'1.d a. liB]:lt yellow tone wo.s utilized. To the surprise of 
the pa.1.,0.r nnnuf'o.cturo.rs ruid tho stn.ff of' tho printing plant, this st1..i'ety pc.j?or 
used f'o.r tho first tir.10, uc.s found to be very light-sensitive and ns a. result 
underwent n. greenish diocolora.tion, nA only i7hon e:rJ?osod to sunlight but oven 
in storage.. lu'ter tho supply WM e:x:ha.ustod it uc.s nocess::i.cy to rcnovo this 
disa.dvnn.to.ge o.nd to utilize a non-fa.ding yellow tonoc.l sto.op p;..1por. 

To be continued. 
I Al "'8tli tNI!!':.-.• "~··· t,£1 ·-~£--.--~--- . ~ ~ -·--- ._ .. , .. ·- "I -·· .... - S •. I. ----·~· w~ 3£ .•. ~ ... - . . . .., - ..• z: __ ... - .. ... . . •. • . . . . . .• -- -· ..... 

Our member in Western Australia, Geoff Holden, must have known that J: 
am having a few 'slow news days' and sent a report of the Australian 
National Stamp Exhibition WAPEX '93 held in the port city of Freemantle. 
The exhibition was held to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 
Philatelic Society of Western Australia, and the centenary of the dis­
covery of gold in the State. The show attracted competitive entries from 
the United States, France, Indonesia, New Zealand and, of course, a 
large number from all Australian StatesG The show was held over 5 days 
and attracted good crowds which were swelled by support from schools as 
well. Geoff's own entry was five frames of 15 sheets of the Standing 
Helvetia series and for his efforts he received a Large Silver , missing 
a Vermeil by just one point. Another entry of interest to members was 
five frames of Liechtenstein by Harald Linty of New Zealand covering the 
period 1758-1945; this gained a Silver medal. 

Geoff wishes all members well and hopes that we have a good philatelic 
season this winter. 

EXCHANGE PACKET 

DON'T FORGET ...... BOOKLETS ARE REQUIRED UPTO CHRISTMAS 

AND ........ . 

An instance has just accured where the booklets were forwarded in 

very flimsy wrappers. 

BEFORE SENDING/PASSING ON THE EXCHANGE PACKET, 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE BOOKLETS ARE ENCLOSED IN A 

STRONG PLASTIC BAG & STRONG OUTER ENVELOPE/WRAPPER 
(A strong bag is provided from the start of the circuit) 
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1993 PRO JUVENTUTE STAMPS 
The current 1991-94 series of Pro Juventute stamps is devoted to the theme 'Woods -Part of 
the Child's World' and is intended to help increase awareness of the crucial importance of our 
endangered woodlands for life on earth. 
Woodland Plants were chosen as the theme for the 1993 Pro Juventute stamps, with one 
value reserved for a Christmas subject as in the previous year. Designed once again by 
Bernadette Bal tis, Zumikon, the stamps show large lifelike representations of the plants on a 
pastel ground. 
Ten percent of the premium on these stamps is earmarked for national child, youth and 
family welfare work. The remainder helps to finance Pro Juventute's many and varied tasks. 

60+30 c. Christmas wreath The artist chose a subject for the Christmas stamp which 
is in perfect keeping with the rest of the series: a braided, beribboned Christmas wreath. 
The circle and ring, with their age-old symbolic and mythical connotations, gave rise 
to various kinds of wreath for all sorts of occasions, including Christmas and Advent. The 
Christmas wreath is made up mainly of woodland plants such as holly, ivy, mistletoe and, 
of co~urse, pine twig~'------
60+ 30 c. Male fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) 80+40 c. Guelder rose (Viburnum opulus) 
The ferns we know today are but the sur- This shrub is a member of the family 
vivors of a very old and much larger group of Caprifoliaceae, which also includes the 
plants some of which grew to the size of honeysuckle and elder. It can be recognized 
large thick-trunked trees. The male fem is at blossom time by its white, umbelliferous 
the commonest species in our regions. Its inflorescence and at fruiting time by its red 
fronds, initially curled up, generally develop berries. Its leaves generally have 3-5 well­
as «crosiers» and grow as much as 1 metre defined dentate lobes. It thrives mainly in 
(39 inches) long. The male fem was widely damp woodlands and nutritious limey soils 
used to get rid of vermin and is for that but also likes river banks and watermeadows. 
reason often known by evocative local names The inedible scarlet berries are known as 
such as fleawort, bugwort or beetlebane. snake, toad or henberries, among many other 
The roots contain phloroglucinol compounds names. 
which are hostile to entozoa (intestinal 
worms) and were therefore employed as 
anthelmintics in folk medicine. The male fern 
is common in shady woods from lowland to 
high-altitude regions and flourishes best in 
moderately damp, highly nutritious forest 
soils. 

NEW SWISS ATM PAPER 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
28x33.4 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mar gummed 
Designer 

Bernadette Bal tis, 
Zumikon 
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100+50 c. Mnium punctatum 
Mnium punctatum is a member of the leafy 
mosses which, unlike the liverworts, are 
formed into a stem and leaves and hence 
count as higher mosses. This spotted variety 
consists of tough green plants, 5-10 cm 
(2-4 inches) high, with small linguiform or 
inversely ovate leaves. It thrives on wet, 
moderately acid soils, on rotten wood and 
in headwater bogs from lowlands to the 
tree line. Like all mosses, it needs very 
little light and thrives even in deepest 
shade. 

Michael Rutherfoord reports that the PTT have just announced that on 
the 2nd November 1993 new paper will be introduced at eleven regional 
HPOs. The fluorescent paper has a new security overprint, in green, 
showing a tiny map of Switzerland, about 21 times. Half of them are 
upside-down to discourage "accidental" reversing of the paper roll (see 
the illustration). The reddish frame and value remain as before. 

After the first day the new paper will be used in the 2000-odd ma-. 
chines as and when the old, yellow, paper runs out. Another 750 machines 
are on order, and all Swiss FRAMAs now have the 12-button arrangement 
for all values, type FE 1712. 

The FDCs will have a 'button set' of three values, 60, 80 & 100c. 
The inland B rate is 60c and the A 80c; European B rate is also 80c 
and the A rate is 100c (in pence 29, 38 & 48!). 

The new paper will, as before, be split into five rolls, 40mm wide, 
of about 1460 labels each, 32,5mm high. 



Page 86 HELVETIA NEWSLETTER November 1993 

NORTHERN GROUP - Definitives from 1960 was the subject of the display 
given by Mrs Davis in Leeds on the 2nd October. In her introduction she 
said that she liked to collect commercially used covers showing the 
correct postal usage of the stamps, but that in many cases they were 
extremely difficult to find. 

She began with the 1961 Evangelists, showing some fine commercially 
used covers, and followed with the Architectural Monuments, Regional 
Landscapes, Folk Customs, Mail Transport and others, concluding with the 
recent stamps for 1st and 2nd class mail. Her display included maximum 
cards, first day covers, PTT Christmas cards, booklets, and examples 
of Frama labels both on and off cover. 

A most attractive and colourful display of Switzerland's most recent 
definitive issues with a superb range of commercially used covers & cards. 

RAH 
CAMPIONE d'ITALIA a note from LE Stiles 
Referring to the article on Campione d'It~lia by Mrs Rawnsley reprinted 
in the July Newsletter, in 19S7 the lady was spending a holiday in 
Lugano and I asked her to post a couple of envelopes to me from Campione 
- one with a Swiss stamp and one with an Italian stamp with the result 
shown below. The cover with the Italian stamp took 2 days longer to reach 
me - presumably it had to go via Milan. 

INFORMATION PLEASE for our member Mr A H T Clayton. He recently bought 
a non-philatelic ppc which had been posted in Geneva on 12th May 1913, 
because it bore a mixed franking of Sc Tell Boy (12S type II) and 2c 
Cross & Numeral (80). Having done so he wondered why the sender had 
affixed 7c in stamps instead of Sc. The card was addressed to Biasca, 
Tessin and was of the divided back type, with a message of more than 
five w~rds on the address side. Does anyone know if 7c was a special 
rate to the Canton Ticino, or was the extra 2c to cover the longer 
message, or was it a case of overfranking? (I hope not.) 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

This month you can catch up with me at the following Fairs:-
13th OXFORD, 14th WOKINGHAM, 20th HARROW, 27th BASINGSTOKE and 
28th TONBRIDGE.I still need more modern used Swiss ma.terial, almost 
anything and everything over the last two years - a regular supplier 
would be most welcome and beneficial to us both. 
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Did you know? M Rutherf oord 

- that the excellent set 'Works of Art by Swis:s Women' (see August HNL) 
is remarkable not only because three of the four are the first square 
stamps issued by Switzerland, but also because the PTT tried to get 
away from the older conventional 'head and shoulders' used before, say 
for the 1951 Johanna Spyri, and to correct the imbalance towards women 
on Swiss stamps and to show what they did. The designer, Bernadette 
Baltis, helped select the works most suitable for stamp reproduction, 
successfully too. The PTT mentioned at the launching ceremony that the 
reproduction fees demanded also affected the decisions! 
- that Mrs Baltis also designe·i the 1992 & 1993 PJ sets in a most satis­
factory way; she also did the 1990 50c 'Farmer', but has now decided to 
drop stamp design, pity. She received about SFr.18 000 per set of four 
stamps. Too low say other artists. 
- that at this ceremony, partly in the Emma Kunz Centre in Wftrenlos, 
the PTT Director announced a change in stamp issuing policy. Instead of 
a rash of new values at each rate change they intend to have only all 
10c steps to 90c, then all franc values 1 to an un-stated top value, 
perhaps 6, so that with only two stamps any rate can be had, at all 
times. This will aid production and stock-holding, and is no doubt 
affected by the large number of SFS in service at parcel and letter 
counters, nearly 1200. 
- that during a trip round the largest Swiss PO, Zftrich Sihlpost, we 
were told, and partially shown, that one of the Japanese CFC machines 
is fitted with the original Austrian Schrack barcode reader for A & B 
segregation, while the other is now fitted with a Swiss system of ident­
ifying each stamp ~Y optically/electronically determining its average 
grey tone, and so reading the total value of up to four stamps per cover 
If these tests are successful it means that no more stamps will be 
issued with barcodes, and that, perhaps, a world-beater system will 
obviate the necessity of having lumenescent materials in stamps for 
facing as well as for segrating A, B, foreign and other mail. However, 
the percentage of letters with stamps is low, below 20% and falling, 
therefore there is less justifaction for expensive machines. Lets see. 
- that Charles LaBlonde, our member in Boston USA, should get a medal 
from the PTT. On his latest trip round the outlying POs of Canton 
Geneve his request for cancels for collection purposes on white cards 
initiated thorough cleaning of the counter cancellers, often by the 
boss himself. I could hardly believe my eyes! 
- that a PO in Ztlrich has had, on its own initiative, a jigsaw puzzle 
made of the Zftri-NABA block, 110 pieces; SFr.11 _from-_ Philatelic Bureaux. 
- that the new exhibition in the PTT Museum is devoted to F..ans Hartmann 
(1913-1991) the Bernese graphic artist who designed many Swiss stamps; 
the 1973 Architecture definitives come to mind. From 20.10.93 - 6.2.94. 
- that after a bit more looking I found that Gftller delivered 1566 
cancellers (not 964 as I reported last month) to the British Army! 
Does anyone know the up-to-date address of the 'Forces Postal History 
Society' Secretary? -------------------=----... .-~--·--.,,..._._...-. uu a.w~wa. • 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
Sussex Group, 13th November, Letters 'N & 0' - all members. 
Northern Group 4th December, Chairman's Display (in the Boardroom). 
London Group, 8th December, The Committee Entertains. 

Don't forget to reserve the 9th April for the Seminar in Chippenham. 
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FiX den Empfang \/On . 4.1.1117 MUSEE O'ARTETD'HISTOIRE 
Radio + Femsehen FRl80URG 

benOtigen Sie •• e. .a.I.&.. ... L ~ ... ~ II .. 
eine Bewilligung ""'"' ~ ~ ""' ni.oa. 
Tel 113 gibt Auskuift • e 3.10.1993-s.01.11194 
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radio + tele'lislone 

=orizzazione•• • • 
I tel 113 v'llforma • • e • 

~ff 20.NOVEllBEA ~ • TAG e De'R RECHTE 
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4.1.1121 

4.1.1122 
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1111:13 ... .._ ...... 

du 19 oct. 1993---, 

VIVE l' EAU I au 17 jan. 1994 

MUSEUM DE GENEVE 

WINTERTHURER 

ME SSE 
26.Nov.-5.Dez.1993 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 

in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 
reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-

. binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--

Still in great demand 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT issues and 
address list of A.I.E.P. members. English introduction. 

SFr.52.50 
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 
All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of £ormer eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. SFf.56.--
The postage is not included in these prices! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATAIDGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, IDNIDN WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. · 
ZUMSTEIN+ CIE., Prpr. Hertsch +Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New phone numbers £rom 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26 

..,..._....._~-· ~-,,~-~..--::.,~.,,...._,....,.,..,, .................... _,.,,,~.,..,.~""'-"'":l~.,,....*""" __ ~~~~:._~.-1'.-- . . 
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No. 12 D E C E U B E R 1 9 9 3 47th year 

MINUTES of' the FORTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of' the 
HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY held at the Victory Servi-.;.es Club, 
Seymour Street, London W2 on WEDNESDAY 10th NOVEMBER 1993 
at 6048 p.m. 

1) Apologies for absence were received from: Mrs HoAo Lee, 
Mr R.A. Hoyle, Mr P. Hobbs, Mr R. Hafner, Mrs w. Lamble, 
Mr D. Dawson, Mr J. Harben and Mr L.Eo Stiles. 

2) Minutes of' the previous Annual General Meeting held on 
Wednesday 11th November 1992 and published in the "Helvetia 
Newsletter" dated December 1992 were taken as reado Their 
adoption was proposed by Mr F. Pickard, seconded by Mr B.Lo 
Hoddinot and carried unanimously. 

3) There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

4) Chairman's Address: The death of' Mrs Rawnsley earlier in the 
year had been a grievous loss to the Societyo An era had ended. 
The Society's programmes for the London, Northern and Sussex 
Groups had gone well. The Chairman felt that the highlight for 
the London Group had been the magnificent display given by the 
Pre:··ident in December. The Society was fortunate to have a 
leading philatelist who took such an interest in the Society 
as its President and indeed in the quality of' the Officers 
who served the Society. The work of' the Secretary, Treasurer, 
Packet Secretary and Newsletter Editor kept the Society going_ 
and it would be the poorer without a Librarian to manage its 
library. The Vice-Chairman and Immediate Past Chairman also 
carried out many ex-curricula dutiesoThanks were also given to 
Mr R.S. Johnson for arranging the London programme and to 
Mrs M. Bidmead for providng the reports for the Newsletter.[ 
It had to be remembered that the Society was National and it 
might soon be time to consider the formation of' groups in 
other parts of the country to supplement the present ones. 
Membership of' the Society was still relatively healthy but 
its age profile was increasing and new younger members were 
needed. The Chairman concluded with a plea to members to 
make known any requests for subjects to be dealt with at 
meetings and in the Newsletter, preferably providing articles 
for the latter. 

IBLV PHIL SOC N3WSL 4 7th year :fo. 12 pp 89-96 London Dec. 199.) l::):::i_N U':i? l -uuu 1 
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5J The Hon. Secretary's Report was read out by the Chairman: 

Living in Halifax it is difficult for me to give a detailed report but 
I hope that all members have enjoyed the meetings and those wto are 
unable to attend have found much of interest in the News Letters. 

The death of Mrs Rawnsley in January has I know overshadowed the year. 
She has since the society was formed done an enormous arr.aunt of work 
both as secretary and editor of the News Letter and I know she will be 
missed by everyone and particularly her ~any friends at London meetings. 

The Northern Group have again had an enjoyable year with some most 
interesting displays. Our average attendance of about 10 is sl::..ghtly down 
and with the death of ~iss Solly the group has lost one of its longest 
serving and best known philatelists. 

Finally I would like to say how much I have enjoyed the last 12 months 
and would like to thank everyone for their support and particularly the 
officers for the hard work they have put in over the year. 

6) Hon. Treasurer's Report: Copies of the audited accoun~s 
were circulated to members in advance of the meeting. 

The Treasurer reports that for the financial year to 31st August 1993, there was an 
excess of expenditure over income amounting to £55.81. 

There has been 20 new members to the Society, but the membership has dropped by 40 
overall, the main effect being the number of American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
members not renewing subscriptions for the year. This was reflected in a reduction 
of subscription income. The production costs of the book ''Transit Marks of 
Switzerland" against the sales income shows a deficit of £61. 73, but this 
includes two copies for the Society library and one for the late Mrs. Rawnsley. The 
deficit will be partly offset by the sale of the last copy. There has been a better 
year for the exchange packet, a small increase in the hiring of rooms for meetings 
and reduction in the production and postage for the Newsletter. 

In essence by disregarding the costs/sales of the book, a one off event, the 
accounts for the year would show the income and expenditure almost balancing. 

Coming to the next year, 1993 - 1994, two events have already impacted upon the 
financial stability of the Society. The production costs of the newsletter have 
increased and on 1st November 1993 the Post Office increased its postal rates. In 
hard terms the cost of the newsletter has increased by 60p per copy per year, and 
whilst the UK members may consider a postage increase of 1 p per month to be small, 
the postal increases have had a tremendous effect on overseas mail. The postage for 
each newsletter to Switzerland (Europe) hasJncreased by Sp per month, and for 
the rest of the world by over 40p per month. In conjunction with Mr. Hubbard and 
Col. LaBlonde, I have tried to mitigate this increase. In future the Society will 
send all USA copies to one address for forwarding via internal US mail. However it 
still means an increase in costs for printing and dispatching the newsletter. 

The Treasurer therefore must propose that subscriptions, which were not changed 
last year, are increased for 1994 as follows: 

UK by £1 £8 Europe by £2 £10 Rest of World by £2 

I would like to thank Mr. Ward, who is not a member of the Society for carrying out 
the audit of the Society's accounts for the last year. and would thank Mrs. Bidmead 
for finding such a capable auditor. 

There was a brief discussion on the new postage rates 
and it was confirmed that all copies of the Newsletter 
including the overseas ones were being sent at the m~st 
economical rate possible. The suggestion of a bi-monthly 
newsletter was discounted as the Newsletter was the only 
tangible link many members had with the Society and it 
was therefore important that this be maintained on a monthly 
basis. Adoption of the Society's Accounts for the year 1992/93 

£11 
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and of the Hon. Treasurer's Report was proposed by Mr R.~. 
Johnson, who congratulated the Treasurer on his work, and 
seconded by Mr D. Houtris. This was carried unanimously. 
The Chairman called for a separate votP. to approve the 
increases in subscription. Th~s was prcp,osed by Mr G. Hubbard, 
seconded by Mr D. Slate and carried unanimously. 

7) Hon. Packet Secretary's Report: 

1992/1993 

147 Booklets were submitted, 18% fewer than 1991/1992. The total value was 
£8, 784.65, 2% lower than 1991 /1992. 

Sales amounted to £3,903.37 - 44.43% of total value. This figure is slightly better than 
the last 13 years average of 42.95%. 22 Packets were circulated and no packets were lost. 

N.B. Without the generous donations towards last years lost packet of £57.50 
and the TSB interest of £85.38, the balance sheet would be in a very poor 
state of health. 

1993/1994 

118 Booklets have been received, with a total value of £9,414.01. This is an increase 
on the same period last year of £3,379 (increase of £950 last year). 
There are now 144 members on the circulation list, an increase of 3 on last year. 

11 packets are in circulation. 
Due to a shortage of cheaper booklets; so far this year I have had to reduce the number 
in each packet to 8. 
More booklets are urgently required and in particular, cheaper booklets would be most 
welcome. It is very difficult making a selection of 8 or even 10 when really 3/4 booklets 
would be sufficient price wise. Booklets can be sent up to Christmas. 
Without the large donations and with interest rates lower this year, the balance sheet will 
be greatly reduced. 
INSURANCE 

Due to the fact that no packets were lost last year, I was able to negotiate a new rate of 
3.10% as apposed to 3.70%. However, the £25 excess for any claims remains. 

Acknowledging a plea from Mr F. Pickard for some cheaper booklets, 
the Packet Secretary stated that most of the material he had 
received was in the higher price range, going as high as £300/£400 
per book and he would like to have some lower priced material at, 
say, £20/£50 per book to provide a more evenly balanced despatch 
as there was an insurance limit on the value of each despatch. 
Mr J.A. Cordingley congratulated the Packet Secretary on his good 
work and adoption of his report was carried unanimously. 

8) Election of Officers and Committee for 1993/94: No new nominations 
had been received and with the existing members willing to serve 
again, the following were unanimously elected en bloc: 

Chairman: Mr C.P. Mistely 
Vice-Chairman: Mr G. Hubbard 
Hon. Secretary: Mr R.A. Hoyle 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr M.J. Kuriger 
Hon. Packet Secretary: Mr D.M. Slate 
Newsletter Editor: Mr P. Hobbs 
Librarian: Mr R. Hafner 

Immediate Past Chairman: 
Mr F. Pickard 

Committee: 
London: Mr D. Houtris 

Mr R.S. Johnson 
Northern: Mr R.A. Hoyle 

Mr D. Cairns 
West: Mrs W. Lamble 
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9) The Honouring of Prominent Deceased Society Members: The 
Chairman felt that something should be devised to enable that 
those who had contributed to the development of the Society 
in their lifetimes, should not be forgotten after they had 
departed. Some had been commemorated by special awards but 
the Chairman believed the limit for these had been reached. 
He was particularly anxious to honour Mrs Rawnsley and 
suggested that it might be appropriate to call the Society's 
Library after her. After a brief discussion, Mr F. Pickard 
proposed that the Society Library be renamed "The Helvetia 
Philatelic Society Edythe Rawnsley Library." This proposal 
was seconded by Mr Houtris and carried unanimously. 
The Chairman suggested that th&t the Society should produce 
a Roll of Honour for prominent deceased members and this 
should cover all concerned from the Society's foundation. 
After a lengthy discussion during which Mr M. Hewson 
expressed unease on the proposal, a proposal from Mr Pickard 
that the Committee should re-examine this matter was unanimously 
agreed. 

10) The Association of British Philatelic Societies: The Chairman 
repofted on the proposal to replace the defunct Brit~sh Philatelic 
Federation with this new body. The Society had been requested 
to comment on the BPF and the Society had sent a very critical 
letter with suggestions for improvements. The Chairman was 
pleased to note that several of these suggestions had been 
incorporated in the proposals for the new body. He had 
requested Mr Pickard to monitor these proposals in view of 
his experience with the BPF. Mr Pickard agreed that the new 
proposals were a great improvement but there were still a 
number of details to be sorted outo The subscription for the 
Society was likely to be slightly higher than that for the BPF. 
Mr Pickard proposed that it should be left to the Committee 
finally to decide whether or not the Society should join the 
new body, once these details had been finalised. This was 
second~d ~Y Mr M. Hewson and carried unanimously. 

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Proposed Specialist Societies' EYent, Coventry, May 1995 
The Chairman reported that he had corresponded with the Secretary 
of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain concerning 
the above event, originally due to be held in 1994 but now 
rescheduled for the following year. He was concerned that 
the arrangements were still vague and any possible benefit to 
the Helvetia Society was not yet clear. There would also be 
the problem of arranging for members in the Midlands to take 
care of on the spot duties immediately prior to the event and 
on the day. After a short discussion, it was agreed that the 
Chairman should continue the correspondence and obtain more 
precise details about what was to be arranged. 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 7.48 p.m. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Wishing all my customers and members of the Helvetia Philatelic Society 
a Happy Christmas and an even better Wew Year. :F1or those of you still a 
little shy to try somebody new just give me a chance for stamps used and 
unmounted - singles as well as sets - also covers from Airmails to UPUs. 
I am still buying most items. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS!!! NOW: 

DUE 1st JANUARY 1994 UK £8 

EUROPE £10 

REST OF WORLD£11 
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Why the increase?? 

See the 

Treasurer's report 

It is reported that two Swiss Hanomag 500 cc cars, dating back to 1925, 
had their wood and wicker bodies rebuilt in the West Country before 
being shipped back to Switzerland to compete in the 10 mile Klausen 
Pass Race this summer. See page 64 of the Newsletter for the cancel. 

American Helvetia Philatelic Society 

As happened last year, the Society is able to collect subcriptions for membership of 
the American Helvetia Philatelic Society. This Society issues a bi-monthly 
publication and will allow you be in contact with more Swiss collectors. 

Membership for this year for British members is £20.00 and to take advantage of 
this, subscriptions can be sent to our Treasurer, whose address is at the top of the 
Newsletter. 

Merry Christ1nas 
froJn all at 

Six Tyning End 

H.L.KATCHER 

AND THE STAFF OF THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD 

TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING ALL 

HELVETIA MEMBERS 

A JOYOUS FESTIVE SEASON AND A HEALTHY AND 

PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 
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LONDON MEETING of 13th October 1993 - The Chairman welcomed 13 members 
and 2 visitors to the first meeting of the 1993/4 season. Apologies had 
been received from Messrs Hewson, Houtris and Pickard. The Chairman 
appealed for any members having reasonable access to Acton, to take part 
in a visit to the Acton PS on 21st March 1994. So to the meeting for 
the evening. Six members produced material for the letter H although one 
had worked on the letter G - but could produce four cards which could be 
used for H also. All eschewed the obvious Helvetia, and Eric Lienhard 
began the evening~_s exercises in ingenuity with: Hospital stamps of 
Geneve, places beginning with H, Holes in stamps (perfins), going Hell 
for leather (Rocket stamps), and Hotel stamps. G Allen had us marvelling 
again at his artistic and calligraphic talents in Historical battles, 
festivals, monun:ents and personages. D Slate gave us Hotels on postcards. 
B L Hoddinott showed Horse drawn diligences, Half - a bisect stamp, and 
Humour on Swiss army postcards. Mrs M Bid.mead had Handstamps on pre-
stamp covers other than the place of origin: Trop Tard, Zu Spat, Na Abg, 
PP, PD, TV, and many others (with apologies to F Pickard who gave her 
the idea). We wondered which way Claude Mistely works on assembling 
such entries as his. I noted at least 30, all had stamp illustrations 
including: Helpful Helvetia, Helping Hand (flood relief), Hardwork, 
Harvest, Hound, Houses, Half sheet, Handsets, Horrors (recent stamps), 
Heroes of the Homeland and many others, Geoff Hubbard gave a comprehensive 
vote of thanks. M 0 B 
NORTHERN GROUP - At the meeting of Northern Group members in Leeds on 
November 5th Mr Gilchrist presented a 374 sheet (yes 374) study of the 
5cgreen Tell Boy and its postal usage. He explained and illustrated with 
colour photographs the various types and papers, and described his re­
searches to establish the earliest dates of use showing examples with 
cancellations before the published dates of first use. He continued with 
covers and cards showing the various types, mixed and multiple frankings, 
covers with postage dues, used on military and internment mail, with TPO 
station and steamer cancellations, and various types of labels. 

He followed with a complete collection of the stamp in tete-beche and 
se tenant combinations, Kocher stamps, and postcards depicting postage 
stamps. He explained that the most prolific use of the stamp was on 
postal stationery, his display including newspaper wrappers, Bundesfeier 
cards, money receipt forms, semi-official cards, 1914 Bern National 
Exhibition envelopes, private stationery and wrappers, private money 
orders and postcards. 

He concluded his display with a large selection of covers and cards 
showing the stamp in multiples and in combination with other stamp 
issues to all parts of the world as far away as Fiji. A most informative 
and enjoyable afternoon and I am sure all members would have been sur­
prised at the variety and extent of the postal usage of this stamp. 

RAH 
FOOTBALL SPECIAL STAMP Ni.ARKING THE 1994 WORLD CUP - see DYK opposite 
Switzerland's football fans are jubilant. Following_.,_,_..rTW.,......._. ....... _..._..._.. 
the Swiss team's qualification for the 1994 World 
Cup finals in the USA in 1994, the PTT is issuing 
a special stamp next March to highlight the event. 
Designed by Hermann Schelbert from Olten, it shows 
a typical match scene illustrating the dynamics 
of this tough and fast sport. At the same time, 
attention is drawn to the 1995 centenary of 
Switzerland's Football Association. 
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Did you know? by M Rutherf oord 

- that within minutes of the 4:0 win over Latvia A Ogi, the Federal 
President, announced at the ground in front of the TV cameras that next 
year a special stamp would be issued. He held up a large draft of a 
fairly attractive 80c special stamp to spur on the Swiss team in the USA. 
'rhe fact that he is also head of the Post and Railways Dept. helped. 
- that from the beginning of November 211 post offices in the St. Gallen 
region will sell, on an experimental basis, newspapers and magazines, a 
start toward privatisation? I guess a hot summer means ice cream as well. 
- that against the fashion, the PTT has stated that it does not intend 
to sell self-adhesive stamps as this would increase the amount of paper 
lying around - the backing paper has to be disposed of somehow. 
- that at the Presidents Conference of the VSPhV the present main three 
officers gave notice for 1994. It will be difficult to find a new Chief 
President as dynamic as the present holder, Peter Christen. 
- that the Germans are the best foreign subscribers to the Philatelic 
Bureau in Bern, no less than 36 000, followed by the French with only 
7000, then Italians, Dutch and Austrians. At least the number of Japan­
ese has jumped from 130 to 132. 
- that Zumstein has admitted that the relatively large number of printing 
errors in the 1993/4 'small catalogue' were due to insufficient time for 
checking due to a new computer software system. 
- that the three books chosen for this year's prizes by the "Fund" are: 
the 3-volume study of the Postal History of Obwalden by Georg Landau; 
Dr R Hug for his satirical "Hobby oder was"; and the Swiss Aerophila­
telic Society for their Handbook, editor Roland Kohl. Well done. 
- that at the recent Schwarzenbach Auction in Zftrich a Sumerian clay 
tablet of c.2000 BC went for SFr.1800-; a nice object to have, but 
rather tricky to mount. 
- that the present PTT Museum exhibition for Hru:s Hartmann of Bern is 
in two parts. The first, arranged by his daughter, covers the whole 
breadth of 50-odd years of outstanding graphic art work in all fields. 
The second part, on the lower floor, covers his philatelic work. Not 
only did he do almost 60 first class stamps starting with the 10c 
'Gardens in Luzern' (Z 316) in 1954, all the architectural series of 
1960 and 1974, to the final USA/Switzerland dual issue of 1991, and 
many special cancellations and FD covers too. The best after Bickel. 
Well worth a visit. 
- that since the latest TPO list was published in the August Newsletter 
I have been writing to the various railways concerned for cancels, with 
the result that two can be removed as of 23rd May 1993. 'Spiez- Zwei­
simmen-Spiez' as the rPo now comes from Bern direct and uses a standard 
SBB 'Bahnpost-Ambulant',and 'Thun-Burgdorf-Thun'. I noticed that the 
latter is not even mentioned in the Zumstein-Mftller booklet, and this 
has led the SVP to consider introducing a new type '86 V', i.e., as 
86 o but with arabic months. Any comments? Help would also be needed to 
fix realistic periods of use for 86 0 and V. 

~SUL411 .,1.GE.l&t:;/:... ~\'\NPos 
~ ~z:¢--.sf,'\ ~ 

~ * <:::- <c_\ « it 

28.10.820005 ~27.10.8?-352~ :;-5.10.93 126~ 
> ~ ? ~ ~ ~ 

~~~ ~~*~ ~s;:::::z~ 
~DN-s1t' 6'41-fNPcs' ~A'ilfiB'i.~'\) 

* 28. 10.9119322 a * 

FD? LD? FD? LD' FD? FD? 
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3706 Leissigen 
4514 Lommiswil 
8193 Eglisau 
8455 Rildlingen 
1337 Vallorbe 
6513 Monte Carasso 
1616 Attalens 
6410 Rigi* 
4917 Melchnau 
3864 Guttannen 
6540 Castaneda 

December 1993 

K 1360 
K 1361 
K285b 
K 1362 
K 1363 
K 1364 
K 1365 
K 1366 
K 1367 
K 1368 
K 1369 
K 1370 
K 1371 
K 1372 
K685b 
K 1373 
K 1374 
K 1375 
K 1376 
K 1377 
K 1378 
K 1379 
K 1380 
K 1381 

6262 Langnau b. Reiden 
5606 Dintikon 

I Marchl993 
1 Marchl993 
I Marchl993 
I April 1993 
3 April 1993 
24 April 1993 
I May 1993 
l May 1993 
5 May 1993 
10 May 1993 
24 May 1993 
12 June 1993 
12 June 1993 
21 June 1993 
21 June 1993 
23 June 1993 
1 Aug l993 
28 Aug 1993 
1 Sept 1993 
3 Sept 1993 
6 Sept 1993 
9 Sept 1993 
II Sept 1993 
II Sept 1993 
20 Sept 1993 

8775 Luchsingen-H!tzingen 
3978 Venthone 

* Applied in Goldau 
** Applied in Kriens 

K-cancel list opposite reproduced 
from 'Tell' , the AHPS magazine. 

Now available - the NEW 

1000 Lausanne 
60 IO Pilatus* • 
4447 Kanerkinden 
1993 Veysonnaz 
2864 Soulce 
8508 Homburg 
6415 Arth 
4913 Bannwil 
4402 Frankendorf 
8963 Kindhausen 

. , ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN CATALOGUE 1994 
in full colour, 512 pages. The official catalogue of the 
SBHV, complete with all stamps issued to the end of this 
year. Introduction in German and French. "The philatelic 

ZU1'lSbein reference book for young and old" in the NEW 'Libretto'-
., •. {-.:~.- ,, Lc2 binding (thread stitched, opening flat). SFr.22.--
1- '""~,,,,~: ·.aflMIZf: 

t_ ~an~ ~~~iEi: ::;~i:e=PE Vol. 1 (a-i) 1993 
J~;:~'iixt''--_ -m4i -All countries from Andorra to Italy, CEPT 
t"' '- """'!'""'"'!.'!'!!- address list of A.I.E.P. members. English 

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE Vol. 2 (j-z) 1991/92 

issues and 
introduction. 

SFr.52.50 

All countries from Yugoslavia to Cyprus, CEPT issues and address list 
of A.I.E.P. members. Introduction in English. SFr.51.--
ZUMSTEIN EASTERN EUROPE Vol. 3 1992 
All countries of former eastern Europe, address list of 
A.I.E.P. members. SFr.56.--
The postage is not included in these prices! 
Postage second class recorded delivery: S/L Catalogue SFr. 7.30 

Europe, one volume SFr.12.10 
A new Zumstein Western Europe Catalogue, Volume 2 (j-z) 1994 
will come out at the end of 1993. 
For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to your local stamp dealer or 
to our agent in Great Britain: VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, 
Strand, LONDON WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN please use our postal account (GIROBANK) 
Bern 30-334-1 for pre-payments, thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN+ CIE., Prpr. Hertsch +Co., PO Box, CH-3000 BERN 7 Switzerland 
New ~hone numbers from 9.9.93 - 031/312 00 55; Fax: 031/312 23 26 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
_. , .... --· _ _ ____ , _ _! __ /nl-.Z-1-.--~--\ T~.:1 nl-...:-1---~-- ,..n 
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