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THAT SPECIAL FLIGHT COVER - Zftrich-Tientsin M Rutherfoord 

To round off the story in the October 1994 Newsletter Charles LaBlonde 
sent two covers from his archive, one with the special red cancel in 
French and the other in Romansh, Nos 141 & 143. I also came across the 
fourth one, in Italian, No. 142. Regarding the rates we have: 

'Italian' cover, Bellinzona to Orselina s.Locarno shows the usual 
for inland flights. The Fr 1.- covers the 20c needed with 80c to 
the Red Cross and the National Fund. 
'Romansh' cover, Samedan to Venice, the Fr 1.- covers the foreign 
land mail rate of 30c. Only 70c to the funds. 
'French' cover, Geneve to Ottawa, the Fr 1.30 is for the flight 
(including 30c for the seamail to Canada) and 30c for registration, 
again only 70c for the funds. (Cover ex Ed Walton.) 

Perhaps the PTT paid the full 80c per cover to the funds, and recovered 
their 'loss' of 10c on the foreign mail where the letter rate was only 
10c. 

H:SLV I'HIL SOC N:ZWSL 49th year No.1 pp 1-8 London Jan.1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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POSTKARTE CARTE POSTALE CARTOLINA POSTALE 
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Perhaps someone can explain to your Editor why there are so many 
different Feldpost cancels used on these covers; 11, 22, 23, 30, 37? 
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THE DEVELOPW.LENT OF THE ORDINARY POSTMARKS 1914-1964 by F Molenaar 
5. Group 3, type II (continued from page 82, November 1994) 

The first type corresponds with the groups 141A, 141B & 173A, and 
the second type with groups 144A, 144B, 145 & 173B in the AW. Groups 
173A & B have ornaments - so-called fleurons. If the cancel had a 
cross at the bottom, it was natural not to erase the hatching in the 
upper segment to replace it with another cross. (There was one ex­
ception to this - the cancel of Gandria, see illustration 70.) The 
hatching was thus either left in place or removed, either at the same 
time or later. The upper segment remained empty. If there was sub­
sidiary information in the lower ring such as (Aargau), :Briefexped­
ition, Station etc. there was no reason to apply the circular strictly 
and to replace the hatching with a cross in the upper segment. The 
fleurons remained or were replaced by stars which increased the 
variety. Finally new types contributed to the variety, namely with 
three stars below, one star below, with nothing below and two stars 
at the sides. 

If you look closely at illustrations 50 to 71 you find 23 main types 
and three varieties. Except for group 1 - II there is a clear spread. 
Only the cancel in illustration 64 is common, while a few others such 
as illustrations 50, 50a, 51, 56, 57, 59, 61, 62, 63 & 67 are some­
what scarce. As I said earlier the cancels mentioned here appeared 
first some time after tte circular of 1914. But it was not until 1927 
that this type began to come into use. These cancels go on until 1967. 
I have Knoblisbtlhl 24.II.1967. 

5. Untypical cancels 
Almost all cancels in the period 
1914 to 1964 are either old 
cancels which remained in use, 
or new cancels as mentioned 
above. It must be said that many 
of these 'old' cancels remained 
in use unaltered for decades. 
The 'new' cancels have, as ex­
plained, a PK number in the 
lower segment. Figure 4 gives a 
summary of a few scarce cancels 
which do not belong to the 
groups noted above but show a 
relationship with them an;d 
which were introduced at the 
same time as those described. 
They are reproduced smaller 
than actual and mostly dravm 
from the study by Dr Ganz and 
from Der Poststempelsammler 6/92. 
Figure 4 is divided into three 
parts: cancels where the PK 
number is not in the proper 
place, such as in the upper 
segment or below the outer ring; 
c2.Ilcels where the PK number does 
not appear (if it was ever 
+nP~P): finally cancels where r-:---

New Lists Available 
Stamp Collectors' Treasure Chest No.129 

SWITZERLAND 
Fully illustrated offer of fine Swiss stamps in­
cluding sections on Classics, Sitting & Standing 
Helvetias, standard issues, Charities, K,Z and S, 
Airs, Officials, Dues & Franks, Telegraphs, Hotels, 
and also a 5-page listing of covers. 
FREE for the asking (postage appreciated). 

STANDARD PRICE-LIST SWITZERLAND 
This long-awaited handy booklet covers all issues 
with both Zumstein and S.Gibbons numbers, with 
prices for ** U/M, * Mint and Used, in GB £. It 
also includes some collecting hints and a few 
background notes and will be a valuable guide to 
collecors. It covers all but the most specialised 
sections of Switzerland, incl. UN Geneva issues, 
up to early 1995. 
PRICE £1 (+25p postage) refundable on first order. 

Leo Baresch Ltd. (PTS) 
MAIL: P.0.Box 791, HASSOCKS, West Sussex 
BN6 8PT. Tel & Fax: (01273) 845501. 
SHOP: 
110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Sq.,(opposite 
Coliseum) LONDON WC2N 4AZ. (0171)240 1963 
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the lower segment shows a small letter (character) or a capital or 
a cross. It is not the intention to show in the illustrations all the 
cancels in use in the period 1914-1964. The 'Geneve' cancels wit~ LET 
or LETT in the lower segment have been left out on purpose as they do 
not appear in the Swiss PTT documentation and there is a strong sus­
picion that they all stem from before 1914. 

Bibliography 
Alfred Barmettler, Poststellen in Kanton Uri, date unknown (about 1974). 
Felix Ganz, Die gew8hnlichen schweizerischen Orts-Datumrundstempel des 

Zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts (ohne Postleitzahl); Versuch einer Typologie, 
Sondernummer 'Der Poststempelsammler, Narch 1992. 

Karl Gebert, Die Poststempel des Kantons Graubtinden 1850-1965.(1976). 
Karl Gebert, Die Poststempel der Bezirke Ober- und Neutoggenburg (1977). 
Eduard Greminger, Die Entwicklung des Poststempels in den letzten 

hundert Jahren, Postzeitschrift 1949 No. 6. 
Documentation der Schweizerischen PTT. 
Various articles in 'Der Poststempelsammler, Nos 5/91, 2/92, 6/92, 7/92. 
Group 3 - II 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE ZUMSTEIN POSTAL STATIONERY CATALOGUE, published 1994 
by Zumstein & Cie at SFr.17.50. Obtainable from Vera Trinder at £10-. 

The Foreword states that since the original issue in 19e4 printing 
methods have changed and, therefore, a new issue would have to be 
completely reset. The Publisher hopes the Supplement will bridge the 
gap in issues. The Supplement contains 39 pages, of which 19 are price 
alterations with the remaining 20 pages (single-sided presumably to 
allow insertion in the original publication) covering new issues. R S J 

. ~~~· '. ··-~, ":;. -.~-.:·:~:;-<::1ifi: 
~~,~Ji.-~.·-.<~ HULFSFELDPOST No. 11 28.SEP.1914 

("'~~,.~~--' .. _, .f.At'· ·~ Bob Joru:son has recent~y o?tained an Offic~a~ printed 
~- ''if.fi/~~,:,~~:~.~'. cover with a cancellation in the usual position, bottom 
;~ ~1,.~·,~· ,~;:?N_::-.,~f: left, for a 'Htllfsfeldpost' and asks what its function 
{!_~- ·,·~·;:.~~\No:"-\./' .... ;g, was. He wonders if it relates to a subsidiary office, 
~$&}~:: .. :"· - -~- · '.:.·0:~7 and if so what type? How many Htilfsfeldpost offices are 
'.-~>?":·.-:P· · ·. 0 1 ;'.:-:,~ :~·: there? 
;_ ··.Oi .i; ·~:.Ylll. r4-. · - 2500. 
~ .... _.,,. .- .,., '. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
~ortheit'n Group "4th Feb. Annual Competition 
London meeting 8th Feb. My favourite Swiss town/area, all members. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
{VALID TO THE END OF JANUARY 1995) 

I CAN SUPPLY MOST SWISS STAMPS MINT 

FROM A VERY FINE COLLECTION 
STRUBEL, SITIING HELVETIA, STANDING HELVETIA, GENERAL ISSUES, AIR 

MAILS, MINIATURE SHEETS, PRO JUVENTUTE, PRO PATRIA, INTERNATIONAL 
OFFICES 

ALL AT 15°/o BELOW MY NORMAL PRICE 
WANTS LISTS PLEASE 

COVERS COVERS COVERS 
I CAN OFFER A WIDE RANGE OF COVERS 

INCLUDING MOST ASPECTS OF SWISS COLLECTING 
LET ME KNOW YOUR PARTICULAR INTEREST AND 

I WILL BE HAPPY TO SEND A SELECTION ON APPROVAL 

P.O. BOX 15, HARROGATE, NORTH YORKSHIRE SL1 1JB 
TEL. 01423 523152 IAN GILCHRIST, IG STAMPS FAX 01423 564210 
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MEETING REPORTS - Northern Group - Publicity Postmarks was the subject 
of an extensive display given by Mr D Hope to Northern Group members 
on 3rd December. Mr Hope began by talking about the early forerwmers 
which gave the heights on the cancellations and he showed examples for 
Eismeer and the Niessen. He then described and displayed the different 
types of X cancellations, showing the many changes which have occurred 
over the years including single circles (which allowed more room for 
the design), the first postcodes (under the place name) and later types 
with the code preceeding the place name, changes to Arabic numbers, 
changes of code and design etc. 

Other types shown included examples of cancellations in use at differ­
ent times of the year (eg summer and winter), places such as the Burgen­
stock which used a K-cancellation only in summer, places with no post 
office but still having a cancellation (eg Pilatus), examples in the 
Romansh language, Jubilee cancellations, nearby places with the same 
design, Liechtenstein, and Bern Museum cancellations. His display was 
most beautifully written up and presented and illustrated with covers, 
postcards and photographs. R A H 

On 14th December thirteen members met at the Victory Services Club for a LONDON 
MEETING devoted to the topic of Railway Stamps and Covers. Claude Mistely prefaced the first 
display with the comment that he had thought that it would be quite easy to produce an 
adundance of material. Nevertheless when he had started to assemble his material it had turned 
out to be surprisingly difficult to produce a coherent collection. 
Members however produced a good variety. There were 1PO covers with associated postcards 
showing trains, stations and routes. There were railway stamps produced by the SBB both in 
used form and as specimen, proof sheets and blocks. There were bills of lading and freight letter 
forms showing the use of railway stamps. For your correspondent there were very specific 
highlights: stamps from the Jura Industrial Railway Company, two covers from Budapest and 
Yugoslavia representing Swiss guarded train mail, and a cancelled to order cover from Huttwil 
with four different designs of railway cancellations. Some material relating to the transport of 
mail round Lake Lucern, some for the Furka Oberland Railway, and one member showing Toy 
Post Office stamps and card with AMBULANT postmarks, provided even more variety. 
The meeting was deemed to have been a great success and the member who had suggested the 
subiect to be congratulated. JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Ta: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following Fairs this month. 7 Jan. CHINGFORD. 
22 Jan. HATFIELD. 28 Jan. DERBY. 29 Jan. TUNBRIDGE WELLS. Two for 
your Diary - 4 Feb. SURBITON and 5 Feb. MILTON KEY~ES. As always 
see Press for details or write or phone. Your wantl1sts are still 
receiving my very careful attention. 

DID YOU KNOW - figures 1 - 5 
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Did you know? Michael Rutherfoord 

- that during the investigation into that 'Tiefenbach' letter (Jan '94) 
several members found a 'Tiefenbach' on the Furka Pass, and a cancel 
was shown (1iay '94, p34). Apparently this PO was in a restaurant on 
the pass, as a recent newspaper report says that it has burnt down, 
but had been unused for years. 
- that only the annual 'Escalade' festivities in Geneva had an KPO 
cachet this year; is this the last? In 1602 the Savoyard tried to take 
Geneva by storm, but were defeated after violent street fighting 
during the night of 11-12th December (see Z No. 598). 
- that a commemorative plaque has been erected to A Yersin in his 
home town of Rougemont, 100 years after he discovered the cause of 
plague, in Hong Kong. In 1971 he was shown on Z No. 498. According to 
the NZZ he has also been portrayed on a 1945 French Indo-China stamp. 
- that the third Sport stamp of 1992 sold only 4.06m; the first in 
1986 sold 13m, and the second in 1989 5.6m, so that the PTT and the 
Sports organisations have decided not to continue with a 3-year cycle; 
perhaps in 1996 with the Olympic Games and the Swiss Federal Gymnastics. 
- that the new K-cancel for Oberkulm gives the date of its founding 
(ie first mention in writing) as MCCXCV. Roman numerals are seldom 
used, the only other K-cancel I have found is of Staufen (K 616, 1974) 
which mentions 'XV cent. stained glass windows'. Perhaps there are more. 
- that as far as I can see the Zumstein Specialised Catalogue does not 
mention coil stamps unless they have a number on the back (ie every 
fifth stamp), or have a join where they have been laid up by hand from 
counter sheets. However, to satisfy bulk mailers the PTT has produced 
rolls of 10 000 stamps, and these I have always(?) mentioned here. 
The 40c 3scalade and the 50c Postman come to mind. Now I see that the 
45c Ship mail, Z No. 737, can also be bought from some dealers in 
strips of eleven. This is the proof that the stamps come from coils 
and not from sheets having a width of only ten stamps. These stamps 
on cover are usually torn and miscut. The Specialised should list them. 
- that this popular 45c rate for 50g letters in bulk from 3000 to 
50 000 will change on the 1st January 1995 to 48c. Will the junk 
mailers go back to the old 50c rolls? It will be interesting to see. 
- that the PTT sells at airports and some Philatelic Counters an un­
listed attractive booklet in English and Japanese for SFr.22.-. It 
contains mainly mint farmyard stamps. 
- that in 1992 the 'Societe Philatelique de Nyon' produced a compre­
hensive booklet on the cancellations of the region. Unfortunately, as 
is usual, such important publications are kept virtually secret until 
discovered by accident. Another example is a booklet for Chateau-
d 'Oex and environs, also in 1992, both in French. From Zumstein, Bern. 
- that for some reason the PTT have replaced all cancellers with 
'Bern 1 Annahme' on 5th December with 'Bern 1 Schanzenpost Schalter', 
see figures 1 & 2. Schalter, ie counter, is something quite new. 
About 60 cancellers have been replaced and include hand rollers and PP, 
see figures 3, 4 & 5. 'Briefversand' cancellers on machines have not 
been changed. Figures 1 - 5 are at the bottom of the facing page. 
- that sales of the compendium.of the 92 articles written by the late 
Felix Ganz on Swiss cancels are going well. 
Copies are available from: Dick Hall, ARPS Secretary, PO Box 666, 
Manhattan Beach CA 90266, USA. Enclose a cheque or money order for 
US$ 15.75 made payable to 'ARPS' (this includes postage to GB). 
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from p 75, October 1994) 

Inscription: 
Designer: 
Printing: 
Printing Machine: 
Paper: 
Sheet Size: 
Sheet Content: 

Pane Numbers: 
Printing Dates on Sheets: 
Sheet Control Numbers: 
Sheet Inscription: 

FISH DESIGN 

None 
Karl Bickel 

===--=~~ ~. -

-~- -_~ ~ 
-~ =- - -

-- ~ - 0 

~J.b;·":_ \. =­. ~~-.~~~ 

Recess and Recess/Photogravure Combined 
SSR I 
Ordinary and Phosphor Coated 
50 ( 5 horizontal rows x 1 0 vertical rows) 
Recess - Fish facing left 16 
Recess/Photogravure - Fish facing left 1 B 
Recess/Photogravure - Fish facing right 16 
1 and 2 have been seen 
See below 
Sheets seen have numbers 
None 

Printing Dates on Sheet: 

1936 RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE - ORDINARY PAPER - WHITE GLOSS GUM 

200 
201 
202 

Fish Facing Left: Red - Brown Recess 
Fish Facing Left: Red - Brown Recess & Blue - Green Photogravure 
Fish Facing Right: Red - Brown Recess & Blue - Green Photogravure 

VARIETIES: 
No. 201 a Without Green Background (only the Red - Brown on the print) 
No. 201 b With Green Etched Background only 
No. 202a Without Green Background (only the Red - Brown on the print) 
No. 202b With Green Etched Background only 

Unknown (not seen) 
Unknown (not seen) 
Unknown (not seen) 

1936 RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE - PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER (SOME FAINT DIAGONAL 
LINES) - CREAMISH GUM 

210 
211 
212 

Fish Facing Left: Brown Recess 
Fish Facing Left: Brown Recess & Green Photogravure 
Fish Facing Right: Brown Recess & Green Photogravure 

VARIETIES: 
No. 212a Without Green Etched Background (only the brown on the print) 

CANCELLED ON ENVELOPES: 

No Dates on Sheet 
No Dates on Sheet 
No Dates on Sheet 

No. 212a On an envelope cancelled 11 BERN 1 BRIEFVERSAND 16-17 10.IV 1962 11 

No. 210 & 212a On an envelope cancelled" BERN 1 BRIEFVERSAND 5-6 20.111 1962" 

Publis!led by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Cree.~ t 3ri ~ai:; 
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Endangered 
indigenous species 
Some 200 species of flora and fauna are cur­
rently threatened by extinction in Western Eu­
rope. Forests, wetlands and the oceans are 
gradually dying. Apres nous le deluge? It could 
be that disaster is closer than we think. And it's 
all our fault! 

What we need is an integrated approach. We 
can no longer avoid giving thought to compli­
cated and often interrelated bioloqical systems. 

Indigenous species which are at risk, like the 
beaver. map butterfly, green tree frog and lit­
tle owl, are part of the heritage of Noah's Ark. 

Endangered species cannot be saved by spe­
cial protection campaigns if their habitat is de­
stroyed. So safeguarding Nature as a whole 
with its rich biodiversity has top priority. we 
have a duty to resolutely take up the cause of 
a future which is worth living. 

The series of stamps designed by Sibylle Erni, 
Lucerne, shows four endangered indigenous 
species; the white background is a conscious 
reference to their threatened habitat. 

European beaver 
(Castor fiber) 

The shape of its body and its lifestyle have made 
the beaver famous. As early as 400 BC. Hip­
pocrates referred to castoreum, a perineal 
gland secretion with a strong odour derived 
from beavers, which was alleged to have mi­
raculous healing powers. According to Father 
Charleroix. a Jesuit writing in 1754, the beaver 
is "wholly fish, with respect to its tail". so ea­
ting beaver meat during periods of fasting was 
justifiable. However, by the end of the 19th 
century, the beaver had been almost com­
pletely wiped out in Europe because it was 
hunted for its fur. 

Weighing up to 30 kg, the beaver is Europe's 
largest rodent. With its powerful, orange­
coloured incisors. which continue to grow 
throughout its life, it fells trees and shrubs for 
both food and shelter. Beaver lodges consisting 
of up to 700 metres of dams and canals are 
unique in the animal world. Beavers are con­
summate swimmers and divers, remaining sub­
merged for up to 15 minutes and even mating 
underwater The beaver's younq are born in 

F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 5 49th year 

NEW ISSUES from the PTT on 7th March 

May in litters of one to four hairy kits whose 
eyes are already open. 

The destruction of waterscapes and intensive 
use of river banks and lake shores by Man spelt 
disaster for the beaver, although some 200 are 
now living in Switzerland once again. 

It is to be hoped that the water-slapping sound 
of the beaver's flat, leathery, scaly tail, which it 
uses as a propeller and to warn its fellows, is 
back in Switzerland to stay! 

Map butterfly 
(Araschnia levana) 

It takes a perfectionist to transform the egg into 
the butterfly! When the map butterfly female 
has found the right nettle leaf, it piles up its 
eggs with their lengthwise ribbing on the un­
derside of the leaf, creating characteristic 
strands of eggs. The black larvae live in groups 
and protect themselves against hungry preda­
tors with their short spines. Adult caterpillars 
are found in May/June and again in August/ 
September. They spend the winter suspended 
in a chrysalis. The butterfly features what is 
called seasonal dimorphism: the spring gene­
ration of butterflies have yellow-brown upper 
wing surfaces. while the summer ones are 
black. Both types have the characteristic pale 
mesh-like map pattern on the underside of 
their wings. These butterflies are powerful fliers 
and obtain their nectar from thistles and um­
belliferae blossoms. Their eggs are laid ex­
clusively on nettles bordering damp, shady 
woodland paths. on the edge of woods and in 
wooded meadows. Because the map buttPr-

fly's habitat, like that of most butterflies, has 
been drastically reduced, its numbers are fall­
ing off at an alarming rate. Decisive action is 
needed to prevent this charming, attractive 
species from disappearing altogether. 

Green tree frog 
(Hyla arboreal 

"If you've got a green tree frog house, give 1t 
to the rag-and-bone man. Give the ladder to 
your sister for her dolls' house". For centuries, 
the green tree frog was regarded as the 
weather sage in the jam jar, though in actual 

fact, it merely climbed the ladder in search of 
cooler air at the top ... 

The only species of green tree frog found in 
Switzerland has many fascinating characteris­
tics, and is the virtuoso singer among the in­
digenous frog amphibians. Thanks to the vocal 
pouch in its throat (the pouch is almost as large 
as the frog's body when fully expanded), its call 

carries for miles. When the female has picked 
her star singer-cum-mate. she lays clumps of 
up to 1000 eggs in the spawning pond. If 
the mating mood, humidity or temperature 
changes. the frogs can also vary their colour 
from green, through grey to blackish-brown 
These expert climbers also have special sucker­
like adhesive disks which secrete a sticky 
substance on their finger and toe tips. 

The green tree frog is seriously threatened and 
has become extinct in 9 cantons in recent years. 
It currently inhabits only about 250 locations 
Without wetlands, it doesn't stand a chance, 
despite being a protected species since 1966. t: 

B:EL\T FHIL SOC 'N~WSL 49th year No. 2 pp 9-15 London Feb. 1995 ISSN 0951 -0001 
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Little owl 
(Athene noctua) 

The little owl is one of the oldest known spe­
cies of owl, and the ancient Greeks were al­
ready familiar with this bird of prey. In Athens, 
it was regarded as the favourite bird of Pallas 
Athene, goddess of the city, hence her name 
as part of its scientific tag "Athene noctua". 

To meet its food requirements of 50 - 80 gr 
per day, it does most of its hunting at dusk or 

daybreak. It has an undulating, highly agile 
flight pattern. The little owl weighs about 200 
gr and does not prey on large animals but feeds 
chiefly on beetles, grasshoppers, frogs. and 
toads, reptiles, small mammals and sometimes 
small birds. While the male hunts for food, the 
female hatches out its clutch of three to five 
eggs in tree hollows, piles of stones or bur­
rows in 28 days. Only a tiny percentage of the 
birds live to the maximum age of 18. 

The little owl is very much at risk: its choice of 
nesting places is becoming more and more re­
stricted as is its supply of suitable insect food. 
As a result, there are now fewer than 100 pairs 
of little owls in Switzerland. Will this bird with 
its sulphur-yellow eyes soon join the ranks of 
species which have become extinct in Switzer­
land? 

Texts by Dr M. Muller, Dahlholzli Zoo, Bern 

Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La Chaux-de-Fonds 

Size: 
28.6 x 39.2 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper: 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 

Special stamps 
1995 

Centenary of 

Eidgenfasischer 
Schwin_g,rverband 
1895'-1995 ,. 60 
Chur 95 ,, 

~, ~ 

~. ' 

\ §_,\, 
! ~- / 

HELVETIA 

the Swiss Wrestling 
Association 

Zurich and Bern are the cradles of the Swiss 
Wrestling Federation. Its formation was sug­
gested by a physical training instructor, J J. 
Muller, when he presided at the 1.894 national 
wrestling festival in Zurich. The idea .became 
reality a year later, when the Federation was 
founded at the Cafe Born in Bern. 

Since its beginnings the Federation has been 
growing steadily. When 1t celebrated its 50th 
anniversary in Bern in 1945, shortly after the 
end of the Second World War, it had 24,000 
members. In the meantime its membership has 
swollen to 49,000. An ancient and trad1t1onal 
sport, Swiss wrestling continues to give 
pleasure to an increasing number of adherents. 

The Centenary National Wrestling and Alpine 
Herdsmen's Festival will be staged in Chur on 
19 and 20 August 1995. 

The stamp design by Rudolf Mirer: Zernez, 
shows a typical wrestling scene. Variations ~f 
this design are also used for the festivals 

Centenary of the Swiss 
Association of Producers 
and Distributors 
of Electricity (VSE) 

The Swiss Association of Producers and Distri­
butors of Electricity (VSE) was founded in Aarau 
on 19 May 1895, JUSt as electricity was begin­
ning to be used and generated more extensi­
vely in Switzerland. When it was set up, the 16-
member Association included "just about all 
the power stations". Now, it has 470 members 
from the private, semi-private and public sec­
tors (including local authority power stations). 
Suppliers affil-iated to the Association pro­
duce over 90% of Switzerland's electricity, 
60% of which is de-rived from hydroelectric, 
38% from nuclear and 2% from fossil-fuelled 
power stations. 

The Association's primary purpose is to pro­
mote and secure a reliable supply of electricity 
in Switzerland. This also involves providing 
members with advice, coordinating common 
efforts and dealing with economic, operation­
al, technical and other matters. Participation in 
drafting the relevant federal and cantonal leg­
islation and drawing up technical directives and 
regulations is another major activity. The Asso­
ciation's tasks include organizing seminars, 
courses and discussion meetings for the elec­
tricity companies' 20 ,000 employees as well as 
public relations and contacts with related 
Swiss, foreign and international institutions. 

Schweizer 
Elektriz:itat 
Electricite 
Suisse 
Elet:-ridta 
Sviz:z:era 
1895-1995 

The stamp design by Georg Staehelin, Otten­
bach, features a purely typographical repre­
sentation making symbolic use of the colours 
blue and yellow. Blue stands for water power 
as the major source of electrical energy, and 
yellow for lighting as one of the uses of elec­
tricity. 

Centenary of the 
Swiss News Agency 
(SNA) 
For the past 100 years the Swiss News Agency 
(SNA) has been operating a service in the na­
tion's three official languages forthe media and 
other subscribers. With a staff of some 120 
journalists, it covers Switzerland's political, eco­
nomic, social and cultural life and also pro­
vides its customers with world news which it 
receives from international news agencies. The 
SNA is a limited company, the capital being 
owned by its print and electronic media custo­
mers. 

The SNA's output is non-judgmental and ob­
jective. The agency is ideologically and politi­
cally independent and neutral. It confines its-

elf to facts and figures, also otfer in9 its ~uo­
scribers investigative and background reports 
in addition to the news service. 

In its national news gathering and distribution 
operations the SNA is served by its own jour­
nalists based in 15 regional bureaux, as well as 
a large number of correspondents. It also en­
sures an exchange of information between re­
gions, thus helping to promote federalism. Ab­
road, it has an office at the European Union 
headquarters in B'.~s.sels and correspondents in 

The agency's subscribers include all the major 
media, private industry, associations and fed­
eral and cantonal authorities. In its selection 
and editing of news, the agency bears in mind 
the wide variety of its subscribers and their 
needs, faithfully providing an overall context 
without imposing its own views. 

The stamp design by Peter Scholl, Vevey, sym­
bolizes the SNA's varied responsibilities with re­
gard to press, radio and television: activities 
which provide a bridge between the country's 
different cultures and language regions. 

SOth Anniversary 
of the United Nations 
(UN) 

The United Nations was established in 1945 as 
an organization intended to span the globe, its 
foremost aim being to guarantee peace by 
means of collective security. The United Nati­
ons Charter embodying this ideal of peace was 
unanimously adopted by the founder confe­
rence of 50 States on 25 June 1945 and sig­
ned the next day. It came into force on 24 Oc­
tober 1945, and this date has been celebrated 
as United Nations Day ever since. On 24 Octo­
ber 1995, the organization will be 50 years old. 

The UN has undergone tremendous changes 
since 1945. Its ranks have swelled to 184 
states and numerous special organizations and 
speci~lized agencies deal with tasks in the frelds 
of development, economic, sooal and human­
itarian issues as well as human rights. With the 
end of the Cold War and the breaking down 
of rigid East-West fronts, the UN can now tack­
le its chief task of maintaining international 
peace and security. Thus, the UN has achieved 
its objective of universality, not JUSt 1n the geo­
graphical but also in the factual sense. 

Today, Switzerland is one of the few countries 
which chooses not to JOin the United Nations. 
On the other hand, it is represented in virtual­
ly all the UN's special organizations and spe­
cialized agencies, and quite a number of these 
institutions are based in Geneva. 

With its flag-coloured letters, the design by Rolf 
Zollig, Winterthur, symbolizes the universality 
of the UN and the peaceful union of the inter­
national community. 

. \\ 
U N 0 , 

{ ~{) 0 :_ 
~-J ~ Printing 

Rotogravure; 
Helio Courvoisier SA, 
La C haux-de-Fonds 

Size 
25.7 x 36 mm and 
36 x 25.7 mm 

Cylinder 
circumference: 
2 sheets of 50 stamps 

Paper 
white, fluorescent; 
mat gummed 
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The AmateWL Collectoti Ltd. 
P.O. Box 242, London N2 OYZ, England 

Phone; 0181 348 0296, Fax: 0181 347 8397 

MAKE A DATE 
WITH US AT 

SPRING 

You will find us on 

Beautiful material (suitable for "all pockets") and friendly people await you - and 
we are always willing to help with credit terms if that helps you acquire something 
"you can't live without". 

AND, OF COURSE, AS ALWAYS THERE WILL BE THE COLLECTIONS BARGAINS! 

YOUR COMPLIMENTARY TICKET IS ENCLOSED 

FEBRUARY 28 - MARCH 5 

The show opens at noon on 1st Day, 10.30 all other days and closes 7p.m. daily (March 5 at 5p.m.) 

BOTH HALLS, Royal Horticultural Society 
Greycoat Street & Vincent Square, London S. W.1. 

ti. t(No"'~ 
O)"':> 950 JAHRE' ~ 

Cb -1.-Z. 95--9 c.: 

If you have forgotten to pay 
your subscription there will 
be a cross in this space. 

·:rhe Society has a Giro account 
No. 14 365 8301 

Don't miss April 22nd 
Ring Ylendy Larnble on 
01803 86 'JO 41 for details. 
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UNDERCOVER llAIL - further items and information from Ian Gilchrist 

Over the past few years I have found a number of covers and cards re­
lated to Helena Lttbke mentioned in the articles in the Newsletter by 
Geoff Hubbard (July 1994) and Charles LaBlonde (August 1994). In date 
order these are: A postal stationery card sent from Lausanne 2, 9.IV.35 
to her at Riant-Bosson, Morges. Two postcards from Budapest, 21st Oct.40 
& 13th Nov.40 to 3 ch. de la Joliette, Lausanne. Next are two cards from 
Dtlrrenroth, 2nd May 42 and 24th Aug.42 to her at Case 1711, Poste St. 
Fran~ois, Lausanne. There is no indication that they come from the in­
ternment camp there but one shows a picture of the Gasthof zum Kreuz 
which I believe was used by internees. Then there is a postcard from 
the Albergo del Sole, Ascona on 9.VI.42, again to case 1711 and with 
a Swiss censor mark '375'. Another postcard from Budapest, 26.IV.43 to 
case 1711. The only one I have seen from France, from a Pole in the 
Hotel Zristol, Aix-les-Bains, 21.I.45 with the unusual French censor 
mark LYY. Another connection with Morges is a letter sent from there on 
24.IX.45 to her at Pension Drybourgh, Rue du Midi 15, Lausanne; could 
this be from her mother? From Bern on 27.IX.45 came a letter this time 
to Pension Dryborog(?) with room number 205 added and possibly the name 
of the sender written across the corner by Helena Lttbke. Lastly a card 
sent from Geneva, 4.VII.47 to her Aunt Kate in Colorado. Perhaps this 
information raises more questions than it answers and as Geoff Hubbard 
and Charles LaBlonde say "can anybody else help?". 

It is, of course, also possible to find undercover mail coming into 
Switzerland from other countries. It is well known that PO Box 260 
London was for the Polish Army. The first cover shown was sent by a 
Edward Zan, GPO London EC1, PO Box 260/39 as a Registered Letter from 

When in London ... 

VISIT OUR SHOP! 
A "must" for all Swiss collectors is a call at our 
shop only 50 yds. from Trafalgar Sq. Post Office. 
There we can show you all our stocks of Swiss 
stamps, covers, lots, specialities etc. and you are 
most welcome to just sit and browse. Opening 
Times: Mon.-Fri.: 10.30am-6pm, Sat.: 10am-3pm. 
CLOSED STAMPEX WEEK.See us on Stand 62! 

ST AND ARD PRICE-LIST SWITZERLAND 

This long-awaited handy booklet covers all iss~es 
with both Zumstein and S.Gibbons numbers, with 
prices for** U/M, * Mint ~d U~ed, in GB £. It 
also includes some collecting hints and a few 
background notes and will be a valuable guide to 
collecors. It covers all but the most specialised 
sections of Switzerland, incl. UN Geneva issues, 
up to early 1995. 
PRICE £1 (+25p postage) refundable on first order. 

Leo Baresch Ltd. (PTS) 
MAIL: P.O.Box 791, HASSOCKS, West Sussex 
BN6 8PT. Tel & Fax: (01273) 845501. 
SHOP: 
110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Sq.,(opposite 
Coliseum) LONDON WC2N 4AZ. (0171)240 1963 

Victoria St., SW11 to Matzingen 
Internment Camp. UK censor 790, 
German censor in Paris and Swiss 
Internment censor tape and 376. 
At some point the orange Zivil­
post label was added and it is 
backstamped Tu:ttnchenbuchsee 
17.VI.43. Is this where the 
Swiss censorship was carried 
out? The second cover was sent 
from PO Box 260/80 to Herlisau. 
Interesting~y there is no camp 
listed for Eerlisau. The town 
of despatch has been obliterated 
by a black cancel but the date 
13 Jan(?) is there. UK PC 90 
tape and Swiss tape and No. 331. 
Finally a cover from Geneva 
17.IV.42 to a S/Lieutenant 
aviateur ;';1arcel Sirault c/o the 
Belgian Embassy London. UK 
censor 6338 and redirections. 
Was this undercover mail to 
a Belgian serving with the RAF? 

Look through your covers and 
see what you have on these items. 
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Are there records 
in Switzerland of 
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the camps? 

What is known about 
these 'killer' 
cancels and their 

in wartime? 
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MEETING REPORTS - At the Northern Group meeting on January 7th Mr Hoyle 
gave a talk and display on the Swiss Bildpostkarten. He described the 
many types of cards which fitted into this theme and displayed over 250 
sheets showing examples of cards in complete sets and strips of the 'z' 
numbers or 'typewriter strips'. He also described and commented on his 
recent visit to GABRA III at Burgdorf. RAH 

Members are reminded that the NORTHERN GROUP MEETING on March 4th is to 
be a display of FISCALS by Fred Pickard. Any Helvetia members are wel­
come to attend and if anyone requires information they can contact Tony 
Hoyle at the address on the title page. 

London meeting of March 8th is a display by the President. 
Sussex group meeting on March 18th, Letters 'V' & 'W' - all members. 

1996 is the 50th year of publication of the Helvetia Philatelic Society 
Newsletter. It would seem appropriate to redesign the title page ready 
for the next 50 years! Bearing in mind that the Editorial office does 
not have access to anything more modern than the machine being used 
at the moment can any member, or members, submit ideas for the new 
title page? These will be studied by the Committee to choose the most 
suitable. Get thinking about it now and send your efforts to the Editor. 
There will be some suitable recompense for the one we use. 

January 11th found thirteen members and two visitors meeting at the Victory Services Club for a 
LONDON MEETING entitled Switzerland 1930 - 1939. The initial feeling expressed by our 
Chairman Claude Mistely that this was a particularly rich period for Swiss postal material was 
amply demonstrated by the wealth of the displays. Only six members were able to show 
material within the time available and to mention one or two items might just give some flavour 
of the meeting. For instance, to supplement his display one member brought along an official 
handbook to the 1939 National Exhibition that he remembers visiting! Another provided a 
permit, cancelled with definitive stamps, to bring a car into the Ticino at Madonna di Ponte, 
whilst a third produced a cover with three of the Aarau Stamp Exhibition miniature sheets 
attached. There was a 1935 cover shot up in a rocket by Gerhard Zucker from the deck of the 
yacht M.S. Silberheil on Lake Bodensee. There was a considerable number of Zeppelin cards and 
examples of the many different postal stationery cards in use during the period. There were 
landscape issues of both 1934and1936 well represented with complete panes and stamps 
produced for booklets. The development from recess to rotogravure printing that took place 
within the 1930s was fully described by Fred Pickard who illustrated this using these landscape 
designs and the 1938 League of Nations issue. To see such clear examples of re-entries and the 
broken column on the Palace of Nations building was a revelation. For all concerned this was 
another splendid evening. JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 
NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

I shall be at the following Fa:rs for you to view my very good 
stoC'J::. 11 Feb. GFEENFORD. 12 Feb. \VC1KINGHAM. 18 Feb. TEJ:.TCHAM. 
19 Fet. HA?LOW. 25 Feb. SITTJNGB0DRNE. 26 Feb. LEICESTEF. 
5 ME,r. LETCHWORTH and 11 Mar Leytonstone F. 2 .. Annual e';ent .:=<t the 
Christchurch Hall, Wanstead. 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that a book published in 1978 has just turned up in the PTT Library 
(BID) on the postal history of Klosters and the Pr~ttigau, by Eans 
Minsch, 221 pages in German with illustrations. 
- that a publicity machine slogan is being used in Sion 1 for an event 
that may never happen! The Valais, or Wallis, is trying to get the 
Winter Olympics for 2002. The slogan shows text in French, German, 
English and what is called 'New-German', that is an English word 
"supporter" is used as if it is German. There are hundreds of such 
words in common use today. 
- that Jann Etter has again published his annual analysis of all Swiss 
and UN Geneva postmarks, showing no increase over 1993, namely 173. 
- that the SVPS has published in their December 1994 bulletin a list 
of 237 places which have used, or are still using, the 'Black R' Regis­
tration labels, type 7. There are certainly more, have you any? 
- that due to global warming short blue trousers will be issued, 
optionally, to postmen in summer. Girls have had split skirts since 1992. 
- that Heiner Dil.rst has just published a 50-page brochure on the his­
tory of the business franking machines, 1884 to 1928, in German. 
- that when a 50c stamp is used for the bulk mailing of 3000 - 50 000 
pieces, instead of the required 48c, the PTT repay the 2c difference. 
- that with the new rates from 1st January 1995 the rules for the 
cheaper foreign 'book post' have been tightened up, to exclude all 
PTT publications on new rates etc. 
- that, to me, only the Swiss wrestling 60c stamp, of the set of four 
commemoratives, is worth the paper it is printed on. 
- that Liec~tenstein will no longer issue 'Service' or 'Official' 
stamps when current stocks are used up. First issued in 1932, their 
abolishment is now a belated step in the right direction. 
- that the Brienz-Rothorn Bahn has had such success with its old-timer 
steam engine - with diesel oil fuel - that another has been ordered 
from SLM, who have also orders for three from Austria. 
- that the PTT has decided that 1616 Post Offices (of 3688) are not 
profitable, therefore about 500 will be incorporated into the village 
shop, a la England. We will see how this revolutionary idea works out. 
On the 1st of June a dozen will go on trial, they will be offering 
more services than the present 'Postannahmestellen'. 
- that no VAT will be charged on Philatelic Bureau items, they will 
absorb the 6t% tax. 
- that for the new issues of 7th March 1995 two FD cancels will be 
used, and that one of them breaks all tradition by breaking the outer 
circle, to give more freedom for the Basel Dove. A neat idea. 
- that the controversial 60c Stop Aids stamp was sold out, in sheet 
form, in 2 months, unprecedented. 

(Continued from the next page) and then the place is cut off by snow 
until early May. We posted ourselves a card and the Manager applied 
the new Hotel cachet for us. After some refreshments we walked back 
to Bristen in the 2 ho~rs promised by the signpost. 

Such a visit to ~aderanerthal is so well worth while for those who 
take tceir cars and can find the energy; because the life style in 
the valley must be much as it has always been, except that the mod 
cons have reached up the valley to as far as where the year round 
homesteads reach. :rhe summer pastures and the way of life are ageless. 
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BACK AND BEYOND BEYOND Derek and Ruth Dawson 
A trip to the newly re-opened Berg Hotel in the Maderanerthal, 
Home of the Hotel Postage Stamps, 1864 - 1883 

My wife and I have been collecting Hotel Post now for some time and our 
main interest has been in those hotels who used the stamps between 1864 
and 1883 and made a charge, and after 1883 how their stamps changed to 
meet the regulations of the Federal Post Office. On our visits to Swit­
zerland we have made an effort to visit the places and see for ourselves 
the problems faced by these hoteliers in getting their mail into the 
Federal system. We have been to the Stoos a number of times and to the 
Rigi, but this year ventured further, and as the old Alpenklub in the 
Maderanerthal had been renovated we decided to explore it. 

We ~eaded towards the Gotthard on the motorway and the mountains all 
around loomed larger and larger and very forbidding. Amsteg, the small 
village right at the bottom of the range, is almost enclosed and we had 
to get off the motorway and find the way from Amsteg to Bristen. The 
moment we turned on to the Bristen road we were going uphill with a 
vengeance. The road is good but narrow with countless hairpin bends, 
through tunnels and with odd places to move into as and when someone 
comes the other way. There is a metal rail all the way up the outside 
edge which is only a little reassuring as the drops are considerable 
and I was pleased to just concentrate on the driving. The Postbus goes 
up and down this road and it would have been very uncomfortable indeed 
to have met it. At the village of Bristen we stopped at the 'Alpenblick' 
to ask the way and to have a drink before going on. We were told it was 
a 2-hour hard walk up to the hotel, but if we were lucky we might get 
a lift to within at-hour walk. We were lucky! The landlord told us we 
were the first English he had seen for a long time and as Ruth ex­
plained the 'Hotel Post' and why we were there, everyone became so 
helpful in seeing that we got on our way. 

The Landrover boun~ed up the seven-foot wide track, round hairpin 
bends that made one quite queasy seeing the drops into the tumbling 
river with waterfalls from every direction. The valley widened out as 
we went up and the pastures were lush with small farm houses used only 
in the summer by the cowmen who look after the herds and make alpine 
cheese. Some of the houses were built into the mountain side with rocks 
at the back in case of avalanche, in which case the snow is sliced each 
side of the roof before it gets to it. Quite ingenious! After a hair­
raising ride, not for the faint-hearted by any means, we were dropped 
off to walk the rest of the way. 

The Hotel is well within the tree-line, but built on a plateau which 
overlooks the valley, and up and beyond rise the mountains; there is a 
lake further up and a glacier (to be explored later). We were given a 
full tour of the hotel by the Uanager and it has been renovated with 
care to retain its old magic. There are no carpets and all the boards 
are cut from the local trees and slot together rather than laid in 
strips. The old furniture is, I would guess, much as it was. There is 
no running water in any of the rooms, guests get a jug of water and a 
bowl just as granny used to have. This place takes one straight back to 
the end of the 19th century and very little can have changed. We under­
stand mules used to bring visitors up from A.msteg but everyone had to 
walk the last bit; there is no other way. The Hotel is a big hit with the 
Swiss and they are very busy. They close in October as winter closes in < 
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850 YEARS OF VILLNACHERN, K 1301 Helvetia Newsletter June 1991, p 48 

An article published in the Aargauer Tagblatt on 12th July 1991, and 
reported in the SVP Journal, reveals some of the undercurrents sur­
rounding the issue of a new K-canceller for Villnachern. 

After more than 100 years of interruption the village had again pro­
duced a wine harvest which was to be tasted on the 9th September 1991. 
To celebrate the occasion the local societies ordered a publicity can­
cellation from the PTT and it was first used on the 22nd June 1991. 

The commune of Villnachern is more a part of Schi:.nznach Dorf and 
the Schenkenbergertal although it is actually in the Aar valley. This 
is why the canceller stated 'Wine village in the Schenkenbergertal'. 
The announcement of the cancel in the official PTT Gazette aroused no 
comment, and it was only when the cancel was used that the wine society 
of Schinzach Dorf protested about the text, which it considered was 
incorrect and misleading. They raised the matter before the Trade Tri­
bunal of Aarau to ask that the text be changed. When they came before 

the judge the parties finally adopted a compromise whereby the commune 
of Villnachern agreed to modify the canceller on the understanding that 
they could continue to use the existing one until November when the 
new one would be available. 

As.a result of the publicity a historian of the region discovered 
that Villnachern formed part of the ancient district of Schenkenberg. 
By replacing 'tal' with 'amt' the following could appear on the pub­
licity canceller; 'Wine village in 
the Schenkenbergeramt'. It appears 
though that this solution was not 
accepted. This neighbourhood dis­
pute gave some local jokers the 
idea of erecting notices at the 
boundary of Schinznach Dorf an­
nouncing the frontier between it 
and the Schenkenberg valley. No 
doubt customs officers would make 
sure Villnachern wine would not 
enter the Valley of Schenkenberg. 

HELV PHIL SOC NEWSL 49th yearlNo.3fPP 17-24fLondo~ Mar.1995IIS_~ ___ 09?1-0001 
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A SHORT STORY OF SWISS AEROPHILATELY by Alexander S Newall, FRPS L 

Before starting on my subject, permit me to say a few words about our 
hobby. It took 10 years to find an acceptable way to define aerophil­
ately. The first version was offered in Britain in 1981. It was attacked, 
defended, altered at a number of discussions and seminars and then adopted 
by FISA in 1986. It was finally accepted unanimously by FIP's Aerophil­
atelic Commission in Tokyo in 1991. 

"Aerophilately represents the study of the development of airmail ser­
vices and collection of documents pertinent to such development. Stamps 
and postal stationery issued specifically for use on airmail form an 
intrinsic part of such documentation." 'Pertinent' means relative, 
apposite, something belonging to, enlarging. It was chosen to give us a 
guide to what collecting airmails is about. The conscious inclusion of 
airmail stamp collecting in the definition reaffirms that Aerophilately 
has its roots both in Postal History and in Stamp Collecting. 

If you get hold of a number of flown covers or some airport dedication 
souvenirs or even a motley collection of airmail stamps, you will be on 
your way to becoming a collector of flown covers, souvenirs or stamps. 
If, however, you do study the documents before you and the l.iterature 
describing their background, purpose and the role they may have played 
in the development of airmail services, you are indeed an aerophilatelist. 

The difference between the two is similar to that between a man who 
shops for vegetables at the market and the chef de cuisine who makes 
them into a dish. True aerophilatelic material therefore can be any­
thing you wish to collect as long as you can set it out in such a way 
that a judge or an onlooker must agree that your collection illustrates 
a definite chapter in the epic of the development of airmail services. 

I am glad that the task given me today is to talk about, and to illus­
trate aerophilately of Switzerland, this being a country among the first 
to put modern aviation to practical use and it was among the pioneers 
of every kind of airmail services ever since. At the beginning of the 
20th century this small country, which even today has a population 
smaller than that of London, was poor. With no mineral resources, two­
thirds of it covered by mountains, it was surrounded by three empires, 
which by the second decade were given to an armament race and to the 
development of aviation in preparation for war. In France every week 
saw an aviation day in a different city. In Italy an enthusiastic poet 
flew around the country trying to rouse the patriotic spirit of its 
people. And Germany was going bananas on its Zeppelins. 

Opinion in Switzerland was divided about aviation. One faction claimed 
that their country was much too poor to spend fortunes on building aero­
planes. That the country's terrain did not at all lend itself to flying 
and that starting an air force may upset their powerful neighbours. The 
other pointed out that the cost of a flying machine amounts to less than 
that of a decent horse and carriage. That just because some parts of 
Switzerland are so difficult to get to, aeroplanes would prove not only 
useful but necessary. The threat of a potential displeasure of powerful 
neighbours was answered by a statement of 'The principle of armed 
neutrality' which proved the salvation to the small neutral community. 

A small group of aviators, under the leadership of one Oskar Bider, 
travelled around the country showing people that man could fly. They 
chose a field near a town, surrounded it with a rope and invited people 
to pay 50c and watch the show. The frugal Swiss stood around the roped­
n~~ area. watched the show and saved 50c. Until they came to Basel. ~ 
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The local committee printed 10 000 vignettes, and after suitable ar­
rangement with the postal authority, promised to fly postcards franked 
with the 50c vignette and a 5c official stamp. They sold over 5000 and 
the venue proved a great success. Seventeen such demonstrations were 
planned. Fifteen did actually take place. So started the first Swiss 
airmail service which lasted throughout 1913 and is referred to today 
as the pioneer period. 

By the end of the year, the Government became converted to the idea 
and it reached the decision to form a national air force, arm it and 
then stay very strictly neutral. With this in mind, they put the val­
iant aviators in Uniform, created an air squadron and their activities 
became secret till the end of the war. In 1919 Switzerland had over 
100 aircraft (most of them built in Switzerland) and a suitably 
trained personnel based in Dubendorf near Z'flrich and in the Italian 
Canton of Ticino. 

The man in charge of the· .Dubendorf Squadron was one Major Isler 
whose duty was to send a daily report to the capital, Bern. Since his 
squadron had to complete a number of flying hours every day, the good 
major decided to fly his reports to the capital and, since most spare 
parts of his craft were made in Lausanne, he included also this city 
in the itinerary of his pilots. 

Ths Swiss postal authorities watched the development and decided to 
make the service official. They over-printed a regular 50c stamp of 
the 1909 issue with the emblem of the Swiss Air Force and announced 
the opening of the first regular Swiss airmail service on the route 
Ztlrich-Bern-Lausanne, a route which actually started on 30th April 
1919. Just to show how respectful the Swiss are of the law when Major 
Isler sent a letter to his wife by one of the planes under his com­
mand, he did not forget to put on the prescribed postage. In September 
the route was extended to Geneva. The enterprise, however, did not 
prove a success. Only some 23 000 covers were carried in the 6 months 
of its existence. 

In the 1920s Germany's economy was in great trouble and its currency 
started to lose value daily. Quickest possible communications between 
Switzerland and Germany became almost essential for any business to be 
transacted between the two major trading partners. Airmail seemed to 
be the obvious answer but German planes were forbidden by the Treaty 
of Versailles to fly abroad. 

The Swiss Post Office took this time a 30c stamp of the 1909 series 
and over-printed it as the 50c a year before. Swiss mail franked with 
this stamp was taken from Basel by motorcycle to Basel's German suburb 
Lorrach and thence flown by a German Airline 'Balug' (Die Badische 
Luftverkehrsgesellschaft) to Frankfurt. For political and other reasons 
the service which really started on 14th November 1920, ended on 3rd 
January 1921. I have never seen a first day cover but do have one of 
the 15th November. 

From now a number of Swiss private airlines (Ad.Astra, Air Lausanne, 
Balair) shared the development of Swiss airmails with foreign ones. 
Significant was the opening of the route London-Paris-Basel-Z'flrich by 
the British airline Handley Page Transport in 1923. It was intended 
to break the Italian monopoly on the British route to India. 

By 1923 the Swiss postal authority found it necessary to issue the 
first Swiss airmail stamp series. With numerous changes of paper, 
colour and a galaxy of over-prints, this lasted until 1941. By 1944 
most of the mail was carried by air and airmail surcharge was ended. ~ 
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The pragmatic Swiss made o'ne' last airmail issue and Swissair celebrated 
25 years of Swiss airmail service by a special flight Zttrich- Geneva­
ZUrich on the 29th September 1944. The series shows how the Swiss avi­
ation matured from the home-made Haefeli to the Dutch Fokker to Lockheed's 
Orion and finally the Douglas DC3. 

I have said before that Swiss took part in many other airmail services. 
They were a 'contract' States for the German Zeppelin, Catapult and DOX. 
They also joined early the Colombian SCADTA project. 

Swiss aerophilately has another distinction. The Swiss Airmail Society 
has just published the new catalogue of Swiss Airmail Services. It 
belon.gs to the finest and most exhaustive publications of its kind. It 
costs some $40 and it's worth every cent. 
(This lecture was given at Chicago Aerophilately 1992 and at the Seminar 
in Chippenham in April 1994.) 

TRANSIT MARKS OF SWITZERLAND - a query from Ken Symonds 

I recently bought an Entire Letter written in Neufchatel-en-Suisse in 
1782 and addressed to the wine merchants Schroder & Sch!ler in Bordeaux. 
It has 'fra.nco Pontarlier' in manuscript, which has been heavily crossed 
out (at the relay station?) and a straight-line 'PONTARLIER' cancel 
applied in black. The charge to Bordeaux, to be recovered from the re­
cipient, in manuscript as usual. 

This antedates by 25 years the use of 'marques d'entre' by French 
Exchange Offices given as 1807 in Mrs Rawnsley's excellent book on the 
Transit Marks of Switzerland. 

I wonder if any other member has come across an earlier use by any of 
the French relay stations? 

As a result of the query on page 13 of the February issue of the News­
letter Mr K W Varlow writes to say that 107 was a squadron number and 
formed part of Bomber Command. At the time of the letter to Marcel 
Sirault 107 were stationed at Great Massingham, Norfolk and flying 
Douglas Bostons. Now who can add to this information? Someone out there 
must know more about this subject, after all it is only a little more 
than 50 years ago, recent in Postal History terms! 
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AUTOMOBILE POSTMARKS by Bryan Proctor 
In the June 1992 issue of the Helvetia Newsletter Mr Adriano Gervasi wrote an article on 
the Swiss Mobile Post Offices 1937 to 1 ~87. 

After reading this article it stirred me into trying to collect copies of the outstanding 
postmarks that I did not have. At a stamp fair in March 1994 I managed to get three that I 
needed. On returning home I checked them against Mr Gervasi's article, to find that the date 
on my copy of the Italian postmark was a lot earlier than that stated in the article as shown 
below. 

i: VT7I ic/ . .:: 
-- 0 - .. • ..,, '-'-' 

··1 ur. -.1 

loVIII.1950 

.RTE 
-~-/~ 

Qi~~~Q~ CARTOLINA POSTALE 

I know that the copy on the postcard that I have has not been through the post, but never the 
less I feel that the strike is genuine and implies that the canceller must have existed. This 
means that the number 1 canceller should follow closely onto the+ canceller ie 19. lV.1939 
and not 15.Vll 1.1946. 

Can anybody throw more light on to my find ? 

Annual Competition This is being held this year on Wednesday 
April 12th at 6.45 p.m. in the Victory Services Club. 

The competition, in two sections, is open to all members, one entry 
in each section. If you are not able to take your entry yourself send 
it by post to the Chairman, to arrive by Monday 10th April. Judging 
will be by popular vote as usual, by all those present so that every­
one can gain some experience of judging. 
HELVETIA SILVER CUP - Entries of twelve sheets can be of any postage 
stamps, charity issues, airmail, specials, postage dues, officials, 
miniature sheets, flown covers, or anything except postal history. 
Thematic entries will be judged as part of the Cup Competition. The 
Cup is awarded annually, to be returned by competition night. If won 
three times in succession by the same member it shall become his or 
her property and the Committee shall provide a new cup for the next 
year. 
MOORE TROPHY - Entries of twelve sheets on any aspect of ~ostal 
History. Awarded annually; to be returned by competition night. 

Let us see a good number of entries. If you are not competing then 
turn up and help judge, you are sure to learn something. 

There will follow a discussion of the programme for next season. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
March 18th Sussex Group Letters V & W - all members. 
April 1st Northern Group AGM and Auction. 
April 22nd Seminar at Chippenham. If you have not booked up for this 

then contact Mrs W Lamble £2..!: on 01803 86 60 41 or write 
to her at 14 Brooklands, Totnes, Devon TQ9 5AR. 
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MEETING REPORTS 

It was Annual Competition Day for Northern Group members in Leeds on 
the 4th of February and an entry of 14 for the various sections was, 
as usual, decided by popular vote of the members present. 

The overall winner and winner of the Highsted Cup was Mr D Cairns 
with an entry entitled 'The South American Airmail Service(f,. Second, 
and winner of the Moore Bowl was Mr D .Ripley with 'Geneva Postal History'. 

RAH 

On February 8th twelve members gathered at the Victory Services Club for the LONDON 
MEETING listed as 'My Favourite Swiss Town/Area' when any member could display appropriate 
sections from their collections. The subject proved so popular that only six could show material. 
Reminiscing over his early years our prominent Swiss born member showed an outstanding 
collection of cards often with associated stamps. There were postcards with views from 
photographs taken by a relative, ephemera associated with the Bodensee - Toggenburg railway 
instigated by another family member, and a wealth of material associated with Degersheim. 
Visits to the Jungfraujoch had resulted in another member presenting a fascinating collection of 
cards, stamps and cancellations which was beautifully displayed. It contained several cards 
showing interesting cancellations: one showing both the Jungfrau and Mt Fuji clearly produced 
for the Japanese visitors who throng to the location; another for the Station Eismeer. A member's 
stay of several months during 1954 in a Davos sanatorium,on the NHS,stimulated an intriguing 
display of cards, stationery reply cards, a page of 'visitor tax' stamps, and even a shooting medal! 
Perhaps inevitably the Chateau de Chillon featured, but this time with an extensive display of 
postcards some showing the castle before roof repairs and a significant number showing interior 
views. Lucerne with its famous bridge and the city of Bern provided other. subjects for us all to 
enjoy. Producing a great deal of discussion, this was a highly successful meeting- quite a change 
from those that are of a highly specialized philatelic nature. JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following fairs: 12th March Dunstable; 18th March 
Chingford; 26th March Tonbridge; 1st April Greenford; 2nd April 
Hatfield; 8th April Surbiton; 9th April Letchworth. 
I shall be at Chippenham on the 22nd April with a full stock but if 
you have any particular requirements let me know in advance to avoid 
+.1-.,... ..,.,,ol-, I 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that Biel 1 has had the latest type of coding and sorting instal­
lation put into service in November 1994 following several weeks of 
trials; Basel 2 is also being up-dated. In these two places, and in 
Geneva, a new method of printing the operator's personal number has 
been applied. AEG of Constance very often try out their new systems 
in Switzerland before introducing them to other, bigger, customers. 
- that Felix Winterstein is having his collection of postcards and 
other official documents presented in the PTT Museum from 7th March to 
28th May 1995. This ties up with the money order used as the illus­
tration on the special postcard for the GABRA exhibition. Certainly 
well worth a visit. 
- that it is becoming very noticeable that an increasing number of 
stamps are being damaged as the degree of.mechanisation rises. If a 
stamp is not perfectly stuck down a corner will be torn off. The new 
PVA gum is easily washed off by enthusiastic licking, and then a pro­
truding corner is scrubbed off as the cover whizzes through the ma­
chinery. Will this affect the price of used stamps in future? 
- that at the recent Art and Antiques show in Zftrich Corinphila showed 
a Blue Mauritius, flown in from its private owner in Hamburg. Several 
other dealers showed special stamp::collections once again. A good 
idea to interest the general public, and others, in this way. 
- that according to usually reliable sources rumour has it that the 
very successful graphic artist from Zftrich has designed the block for 
the Basler Taube 95 exhibition, namely Bernadette Baltis, I am sure it 
will be popular. Don't forget - 17th to 25th June. 
- that once again Gottfried Honegger of 8716 Schmerikon has produced a 
wonderful catalogue of Swiss classic stamps. He includes a valuable 
list of letters sent during 1850-51 from senders' cance1lation to des­
tination. Without trying to be complete he says how useful a computer 
is for such work, which is, in any case, never finished. Four pages in 
chronological order; hundreds of full-colour illustrations. Order direct. 
- that according to Markus Seitz of Luzern there will be the first 
special ATM for the Basel 95 exhibition. Five Frama vending machines 
will be in service, and labels will be on sale only during the exhibition 
- that he also reports that experiments are advanced to produce a decent 
picture, and the value will be printed in black. It would not be poss­
ible to use the new paper with red value marks, and vice versa. We will 
see what it looks like, but when? 
- that I have been asked to explain the military cancellation 'Htufs­
feldpost'. This is just the old way of spelling 'Hilfs •• ', meaning 
auxiliary field post office, i.e., when the normal units were over­
loaded, say during manoeuvres. Figure 1 shows a rare cancel, recently 
discovered, and figure 2 shows a French language equivalent. 
- that something curious has happened in Liechtenstein, a new type of 
bar-coded R-label, see figure 3. This would be type 9. Figure 4 shows 
the 'old' type 8. Is this a one-off?, or only in Liechtenstein, or will 
it spread into Switzerland? Please let the Editor know if you see one. 

348 9485 Nendeln 

R l~if illl~lllll R 1111111111111111111111111111111111ii1111111 
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from p 8, January 1995) 

LARGE DAVID 

Inscription: 
Designer: 
Printing: 
Printing Machine: 
Paper: 
Sheet Size: 
Pane Numbers: 
Printing Dates on Sheets: 
Sheet Control Numbers: 

Sheet Inscription: 

SPECIMEN HG CSA 010 
H. Gaudard (On P.T.T. Staff) 
Photogravure and Recess/Photogravure Combined 
SSA I 
Phosphor Coated (with Violet Fibres) and Phosphor Coated 
25 ( 5 horizontal rows x 5 vertical rows) 
1 to 4 have been seen 
See below 
221 & 233 sheets seen have numbers. 
222, 230, 231, 232 & 234 no numbers on sheets seen. 
220 unknown (not seen) 
None 

Printing Dates on Sheet: 

19?? PHOTOGRAVURE - PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER (WITH VIOLET FIBRES) - BROWN GUM 

220 
221 
222 

Brown 
Green 
Lake 

Unknown ( not seen) 
No Dates on Sheet 
No Dates on Sheet 

1964 RECESS/PHOTOGRAVURE - PHOSPHOR COATED PAPER - BROWNISH GUM 

230 
231 
232 
233 
234 

Recess Photorgavure 

Brownish - Purple (Shades) Light Blue 26 XI 64 & 27 XI 64 
Green Yellow 24 XI 64 & 26 XI 64 
Bright Blue Yellow 24 XI 64 & 25 XI 64 
Dark Blue Yellow No Dates on Sheet 
Brown Light Blue 

VARIETIES: 
No. 230a Misplaced Blue (Blue going into top white border) 
No. 230b Misplaced Blue ( Blue going into bottom white border) 
No. 231 a Misplaced Yellow (Yellow going into top white border) 
No. 232a Misplaced Yellow (Yellow going into bottom white border) 

27 XI 64 

No. 232b Block from left corner with three printing dates: 24 xr 64 (very faint), 25 XI 64 (faint) and 
24 XI 64 (bold) 

No. 233a Misplaced Yellow (Yellow going into bottom white border) 
No. 233b Misplaced Yellow (Yellow going into the 010 at the top left corner) 
No. 234a Misplaced Blue (Blue going into the bottom white border) 

CANCELLED ON ENVELOPE: 
No. 233 On an envelope cancelled" BERN 1 BRIEFVERSAND 5-6 20.111 1962" 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
n--1 ... 1-_..;:i ....... P"DM PoT'l .... ,....,. .... ~T'll·dn~ (0.Y.df"hP~t:P'r') T.+.n_. 0.hif'hP~+.?T" en~ 
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No. 4 A P R I L 1 9 9 5 49th year 

THE 'HOUSE OF STAMPS' IMITATIONS OF SWITZERLAND by Robson Lowe 

There are imitations of most of the classics so we start with the 
Cantonal issues. 
ZURICH - There is an imitation of the Esslinger essay with the year 
date 18 and 43 in the lower corners. Not having seen an original, I 
can only comment that the 4 is smaller than the numeral in the issued 
design. In the issued 4 rappen (probably type III), there are two flaws 
in the frame line below the R of ZURICH, and one below the C; the ~ in 
Taxe is larger than the ~ and ~· The Essinger essay for the 6 rappen 
does not have the year in the lower corner but the 6 is larger than the 
issued 6. The issued stamp (probably type 2) has a flaw in the upper 
frame above the R and in the lower frame below the last ~ of Cantonal. 
Both values were produced with horizontal and vertical red lines in 
the background. The stamps were offered unused, used and on cover, but 
we have only seen them unused. 

The 1850 transitional 2! rappen black and red was originally typo­
graphed and the imitation is photolitho on thick paper. There are 
breaks in the frame lines, to the left and right of the upper R, and 
below the dot after ORTSPOST. The upper frame appears retouched with 
a pimple-like swelling above i· 

In the records there are three Zftrich datestamps, the first is too 
weak to illustrate but is 22.4.43, the others are dated 14 NOV 5 and 

EDITION '85 

Brief20.1 
,,Baseler Tliubchen" 21/2 Rappen mit Kleeblattstempel und Ortsstempel 95,-

H:SLV PHIL SOC rrn;'.'SL 49th year No .4 pp 25-32 London Apr.1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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19 NOV 52 and were presumably used for used examples of the transition 
2i rappen, which we have not seen. There is also a ROHRPOST 10cts 
ZURICH handstamp for the use of the pneumatic post. 
GEW-EVA ~ The Double Geneva 5c+5c was imitated on two different papers, 
a dull yellow-green which we have seen only unused, and a light yellow­
green which we have seen only used. Pairs are often cut the wrong way 
but there are several constant flaws that make identification easy. In 
the top label, there is a break in the top frame over the 0 of .l.Q.; 
there is a gash in the left side of the P of PORT, breaks in the frame 
above RT and nine breaks above CANTONAL. There are several flaws in 
the thick lower frame lines and in the lower right corner of the left 
stamps, the thick lower frame does not join the right vertical. Pairs 
cut the wrong way, i.e., the right half on the left, are found on 
fronts addressed 'Monsieur Nicodeme de Flue, Chevallier de l'ordre 
Royale et Militaire, a Sachsleu, Canton d'Unterwalde'; the stamps are 
cancelled with the red rosette of Basel, and the red GENEVE 25/MARS/50/8fS 
datestamp applied at the lower left of the front. 

The 1845 small Eagle 5c and the 1847 large Eagle 5c (iri both colours) 
were also imitated but we have only seen illustrations. In the small 
Eagle there appears to be a major break in the thin inner frame line 
below £ of ~' and a small break below the last ~ of Cantonal. In the 
large Eagle, there appear to be breaks in the thin inner frame left 
and right under the Q of ~' and two pointed indentations in the top 
of the thick outer frame below the al of Cantonal. 

The 1849 cut-out from the 5c envelope was imitated and we have only 

(Less V.A. T. on Stamps!) 
Recently introduced new VAT rules enable us to gradually change over 
to a system whereby VAT is only charged on our gross profit margin, 
not on the entire selling price of stamps and covers. 
Although this Margin Scheme in conjunction with the Global Ac­
counting Scheme is voluntary and involves yet more paperwork for us, 
we have decided to introduce the new systems with immediate effect, in 
order to pass on the benefits of less tax to our customers. Initially the 
savings are small, but we want you to celebrate with us by offering 
customers in the UK and the EU an immediate 

1 Oo/o DISCOUNT 
on all our philatelic stock, excluding only accessories, commission 
goods and (because of currency devaluation) 1985-1995 issues. This 
offer will run until 30th June 1995, when new, lower prices should 
generally be available. Exports outside the EU: 15% discount! 

Grab this opportunity and hurry to our shop, where one of 
the finest Swiss/Liechtenstein stocks is available for you to 
browse and buy, or write to our Hassocks office with details 
of your collecting area(s) for offers. 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
SHOP: 110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Sq., 

London WC2N 4AZ, (10.30-6, Sat.10-3) 
OFFICE: P.0.Box 791, HASSOCKS, WSX. BN6 BPZ 

(Tel.!Fax: (01273) 845501) 

seen this used on piece, cancelled 
in black GENEVE 16 JANV 50/48 or in 
pink GENEVE 11 FEVR 50/10fM. The one 
constant flaw noted is a break in 
the inner thin frame opposite the 
stop after Geneve. 

The transitional 1849 4c and 1850 
5c were both imitated, unused on 
buff paper and used on front on 
white paper. Identifying flaws on 
the 4c are the break in the head of 
the S of PO STE and in the 0 of 10 CALE; 
the 5c has the same flaws and there 
is also a break and a nick out of 
the base of the 2· The two values 
used together on front are tied 
with the red GENEVE 25 MARS 50/sts 
and the address is 'Monsieur Bachelin 
Neuchatel'. 

The so-called Neuchatel 5c which 
was issued in August 1850, was imi­
tated twice, first as a proof with­
out the red cross, and secondly 
complete. The stamp was offered used, 
on piece and on front, but we have 
only seen the imitation unused. 
Such flaws as there are are minor; 
there is a nick out of the upper 
right corner of the thick outer 
frame; there is a break in the t:::> 
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thin inner frame opposite the E of LOCALE; there are breaks in the O 
of POSTE at top and below, and the base of the S; the 0 of LOCALE is 
broken at top and at base, and the base of the C is broken. 

In the records of cancellations there is the illustrated impression 
of the Geneva rosette (why did they use the Basel type?), three date­
stamps for GENEVE - 2 JUIN 49 SiM, 11 FEVR 50 10if,1 and 27 NOV 55. There 
is also a boxed GENEVE/D which we have not seen used. 
BASEL - The 'House of Stamps' used the Basel Dove 2t rappen as a trade 
logo. They imitated the proof with green network, the issued stamp 
unused, used on piece and in a block of four on front. The only constant 
flaws are four dots just above the lower curved frame below the P of 
POST, left and right of the O, and below the serif of the B of BASEL. - - -The front bearing the block of four is addressed 'Monsieur Alexandre 
Patry, a la Gradelle, Commune de Cologny'. A single on cover exists 
to the same address. 

In the record of cancellations there is a faint impression of a 
circular type with Basel in script type, the double circle eds BASEL 
4 N6V 1845, the Basel rosette and an unreadable oval with the cross 
in the centre and BASEL at the foot. 
THE FEDERAL ISSUES - the May 1850 ORTS POST 2! rappen was imitated 
with and without the cross frame and all these issues were offered un­
used, used, on piece and on front. The identifying flaws are the dots 
on the outer top frame above the POS of POST, the dot on the inside of 
the right thick frame opposite the E• of ~. and the two breaks in the 
diagonal of i· The used example is cancelled BOLL. 

The companion POSTE IDCALE 2t rappen was imitated with and without 
the cross framed. The individual flaws are few. The S of POSTE and the 
0 of LOCALE are both broken at the base, and the large £ in gt is 
broken at the top. 

The 1850 RAYON I 5r was imitated with and without the frame on the 
cross, on both bright and dull blue paper. The only flaw is in the 
thick frame at right, which shows weak:nessess in places and looks 
hand-drawn or retouched. 

The 1850 RA.YON II 10r was only imitated with the framed cross. The 
flaws are a gash halfway up the right side of the O of RA!Q! and the 
right upper serif of l! is broken. There is a dot inside the ~ of 10 
on the inner left, and the E• of ~· is broken at the top. Used on 
front it comes cancelled with the large P.P. addressed to 'Monsieur 
Nicodeme de Flue, Chevallier de l'ordre Royale et Militaire de St 
Louis, Siegneur Landame A Bannereth du Louable Canton d'Unterwalde 
ancien, Baillif du Tharyoire, A Directeur des Sols a Saxlen, Canton 
Unterwalde'. Another front has the 10r used with a pair of the 1851 
5r red & pale blue cancelled BOLL and addressed 'Herrn M H Pugin, 
stad rer techn, Konigliche technische Hochschule, Stuttgart'. 

The 1851 5r red & pale blue was imitated with and without the frame 
on the cross. Both unused and used it comes on buff and on white paper. 
Flaws are few but there are eight breaks in the thin dividing line at 
the top of the stamp, and a bulge on the top of the I after RA.YON. In 
used state, there is a blue dot 1.5mm above the 2· Used on piece it 
is cancelled BOLL or with large P.P. and on cover it is addressed to 
'Freudweiler in Zurich'. In the records there are three different 
sizes of P.P. which are illustrated but only the large one was nor­
mally used. The 1852 III 15 rand 15c were both imitated. In the former 
the o of RAYON is split at the top, and in the latter, there is a 
smudge between the first two II of III. ~ 
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There are four modern reproductions. The first is the rare 1912 Pro 
Juventute 10cmi. carmine with the three children playing and inscribed 
'Un anno di sole'. The distinction is in the ground on which the children 
are playing, which is much more heavily shaded than the original. The 
imitation is found with two different cancellations - AROSA 11.XII.12.17x 
and BA •• WIL(LUZERN) 12.XII.12. 

The 1934 NABA miniature sheet publicising the National Stamp Exhibition 
at Zurich was cleverly imitated. It was available unused and used, and 
in the latter case has the special NABA eds 7.X.34-18. 

The 1940 miniature sheet for the National Fete and Red Cross Fund 
issued on 20 h'Iarch was imitated on cover with the eds of BERN 1 16.VII.40-8, 
registered and addressed to Bern. 

The miniature sheet issued on 20 February 1945 for the War Relief Fund, 
the 3+7frs indigo was cleverly imitated and looks very realistic; it 
has not been seen used. In tiny letters under the stamp is FAUX. 

The 1945 Peace 5fr red-brown issued on 9 May was imitated but instead 
of the fine engraving of the original, this is nearly flat photo­
engraving in dull claret. It was produced in sheets of eight. 

Finally the 1957 LUNABA miniature sheet was imitated used on an un­
addressed cover with the special exhibition datestamp for 29.IX.51-11. 

In my records there are ten illustrations which are shown here but 
have not been seen by me used. There is the straight line VIA DI SVIZZERA, 
the CANTON DE FRIBOURG, the Red Cross oblong of LAUSANNE, a large cir­
cular but weak LUZERN, the script 'Commissaire Ordonnateur en chef 
Mathieu-favier Cy', the negative HOTEL PE~SION RIGI-STAFFEL, the curved 
framed ST. GALLEN 10/10. the eds of UNTERSTRASS 17 AVRIL 1843, a weak 
eds of ZOFINGEN 18 JUIL 1852 and a part strike of the smaller eds for 
10 FEVR.53. Under other countries were found CORRESPONDENCE FRA..~CAISE 
PLACE DE BALE, LAUSA-~NE FOSTE AERIENNE SUISSE 10. VI. 31-13, ST FIDEN 12. 
XII.12.X (?mythical), Canton St. Gallen - Rheineck, and a weak ST. 
MORITZ-DORF 13.VI.12-10, and a framed P.P. 

··------.. 
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YOUR EXCHANGE PACKET 

IN THE LAST 6 MONTHS WE HAVE HAD THE FOLLOWING LOSSES: 

ONE PACKET LOST 

ONE PACKET STOLEN 
(POST OFFICE VAN WAS HIJACKED & WRAPPER ONLY IN RIVER) 

ONE PACKET RECEIVED WITH THREE BOOKS MISSING 
(THE HIGHEST VALUE BOOKS) 

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE FOLLOWING IS ADHERED TO 

OR YOU COULD BE LIABLE 
PACKETS MUST BE IN A STRONG PLASTIC BAG 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS MUST BE ON THE REVERSE 
SEND BY LETTER POST 

RECEIPT OF POSTING MUST BE OBTAINED 

AND REMEMBER: 

NO REFERENCE ON ANY OUTER ENVELOPE TO THE HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

CONTROLMARK II 

;rkzi: ~. '.5 ':-~~'i;~; i'::l B Fff~ i; 'D ~i>o . :>q:Z 
. /)"~ "'?~ - . . 

For easy control mark A & B identification, THIS IS WHAT MOST COLLECTORS HAVE BEEN WAITING 
FOR! We have a limited supp)y of both control marks and offer the pair as follows: 

Single £ 27.00 
Sheet margin Block of Four £112.50 Prices post & Vat inclusive. 

* Corner Block of Four £130.00 
* Corner Block of Ten with official~ £350.00 

notation. 
* Only one available. 

The Amateur Collector Ltd. 
"The Swiss Specialists" 

P.O. Box 242, London, N2 OYZ, England 
APS, PTS, RPSC . PHONE (0181 348 0296) 
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MEETING REPORTS 
It was with great pleasure that Northern Group members welcomed Mr 
Pickard once again on the 4th of March, this time to see his display of 
Swiss Fiscal stamps., 

Mr Pickard explained how he had tried to tell the story behind the 
stamps and documents and their usage; and also how he had developed his 
collection since GAER.A III where part of his collection was on display. 
He also described how the interest in these stamps had increased in 
recent years, and how this had led to the foundation of the Revenue 
Society and also a separate section at exhibitions. 

He displayed a wide range of stamps and documents (never take the 
stamps off the documents) some for specific purposes like timber or 
bicycle licences, while others were issued for a particular region or 
canton, such as Vaud or Bern. Each canton had its own particular charac­
ter· or basic design with the heraldic influence predominating, but he 
also showed other stamps with scenic designs. 

This was indeed a memorable afternoon and all members visiting the 
Seminar in Chippenham on 22nd April will, I know, enjoy his most inter-
esting talk and beautifully presented display. RA H 
On March 8th there were 16 members and a visitor for the LONDON MEETING at the Victory 
Services Club when our President, Mrs A Lee, provided the display for the evening. She 
prefaced her opening remarks by telling us that she preferred stamps to postal history and that 
as we hadn't seen stamps for a long time, that was what we were going to get. 
Beginning with examples of essays, proofs and colour trials, an extensive overview of Standing 
Helvetia stamps was laid out before our very eyes. Most helpfully stamps were displayed by 
value starting with the 20ct issues so that differences in shade, printing and perforation could be 
more easily seen and compared. The quality of material was outstanding with many stamps 
having superb individual cancellations showing both town and date. Of particular interest to 
your note taker was a magnificent 5 x 6 block of the SOct issue showing how the centering varied 
from perfection on the bottom row to anything but,5 rows above. Examples of stamping used 
for bulk postage where the top circular on the pile received all the postage also caught the eye. 
In one case a SOOct postage due stamp had been used in conjunction with Standing Helvetia 
6 x SOct, 1x20ct and Cross and Numeral 1 x lOct and 3 x 2ct. Some considerable discussion took 
place over how varieties and errors occurred with Mrs Lee saying that she was generally only 
interested in varieties that she could see with one magnifying glass and not two or three. 
In his thanks Claude Mistely found that words failed to do justice to what we had seen; this was 
probably the best of this issue in the country, and possibly anywhere - an outstanding collection. 
In reply Mrs Lee said that she enjoyed collecting stamps but that it had taken patience and time 
to get just what she wanted. She sometimes found it difficult to pass over the second rate that .if 
included in a display devalued the best and at home she had a lot of material that had been 
rejected! JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 
NW62JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

22nd April 1995 is our Seminar at Chippenham at which I shall be 
showing you my working collection of Postage Dues. Hopefully those 
with similar interests will be able to see how I have approached 
this difficult subject. Also I shall be bringing fos sale Stamps, 
Covers. PCs - maybe I have something for your Collection! 
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Did you know? M Rutherf oord 

- that the Philatelic Service has just issued the first of a new pub­
lication, in fact so new that I can't find out the English title. This, 
in four separate languages ( D ,F, I ,E·), replaces the old AS booklet on 
each stamp issue, with 20 A4 pages it goes into much greater detail of 
each stamp issue than was previously possible. The first issue covers 
the Basler Taube 95 exhibition block, the two Europa and the four Pro 
Patria stamps as well as the special Junaphilex postcard. The first 
special ATM (Fram.a) stamp is shown and this can only be obtained at 
five machines on the PTT stand during the Basel show from 17th to 25th 
June. The paper and size remain the same - the green maps background. 
- that the PTT sell a large range of so-called 'pins' (as does every 
other organisation), showing postal coaches, places, stamps and other 
things. Now you can have a map of Switzerland divided into the 12 
postal regions (I to XII) for SFr 88- the set of 12, that is if you 
like lapel badges. 
- that the well-known philatelist Paola Vollmeier CPhH (Consilium Phil'­
ateliae Helveticae) has edited a fabulous set of five volumes - total 
weight 28kg - covering the period 1724 to 1849, in which the foreign 
postal agreements are reproduced on A3-size paper, 2334 pages. These 
are held in the Zttrich Cantonal Archives as Ztlrich was the official 
address of the Swiss Federation during the 300 years before the French 
invasion. Only SFr 650-, less postage, for those really interested. 
- that, without comment, the BBZ in its February issue reproduces the 
official quantities of stamps sold from the '92 Sport stamp to the '93 
PJ issue. Dr Jann Etter in the NZZ does comment as follows: although 
the number of stamps sold has dropped, the amount realised from the 
surcharge has risen, for both the PP and PJ. Who can explain why the 
two 60c PP stamps sold 4.5m of the Earring but only 2.7m of the glass 
bottle? There was hardly any difference in the numbers sold of the two 
60c PJ stamps. The special Luzern Kapell Bridge stamp 80+20c reached 
only 1.88m. The third Sport stamp 50+20c reached only 4.07m, it was 
doomed to failure as the letter rate went up to 60c 5 months after issue. 
- that an interesting exhibition was held in the Zttrich Fraumtinsterpost 
during February. John Schneider showed on ten frames more than 300 post­
cards, to celebrate 125 years of Swiss postcards. Virtually all types 
were shown, including private issues. 
- that at the same time the Philatelic Office in the same building 
showed eight frames of children's efforts in designing stamps (a can­
tonal competition), many were excellent, and in nearly all one could 
recognise what the theme was at first glance. No comment! 
- that the PTT have let me know that three named TPO cancels will be 
withdrawn on 28th May, namely Bern-Schwarzenburg, Rapperswil-Goldau, 
and Gossau-Appenzell. This leaves only eight, plus SBB & Rhli.tische Bahn. 
- that the new type of R-label mentioned last time has now been found 
in a number of places in Switzerland, so it looks like this is going 
to be the new Type 9, with lower 'R'. That means that !ype 8 will be 
rare one day, but not as rare as Type 7. 

The special ATM 'stamp' that will 
be available from the Frama machines 
on the PTT stand at the Basler 
Taube 95 exhibition as mentioned 
above in the first item. 

.(HELVETIA'\ 

2'J00801C$ . ' BASLER TAUBE 95 
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NEUFCHATEL en SUISSE to BORDEAUX page 20 of the March Newsletter 

Mrs MO Bid.mead writes that marques d'entrees, but not necessarily so called, 
were being used long before 1807, some giving more information than others. 
F'inance was one of the many factors, loss of money to the very important wine and 
cognac trade through orders said to be lost or delayed in transit. The French Post 
was averse to having to pay charges to transit territories or organisations beyoni 
its borders. In the early days the Guilds of ].;urope and the Merchants had special 
written signs indicating from where the missive had come, final destination and 
what to pay. Tor;ards the end of the 17th century the names of places, country or 
to~n, either in manuscript or a handstamp were marked on the front, ideally towards 
the top, right front of the missive. Then De, de or D' or d' appeared before the 
name, e.g. DE GENEVE, D'Angleterre. These are the origin marks, which developed 
into the 'Marques de Depart' often followed by P.P. (Port Paye) or P.D. (Port Du). 
In P.P. cases the amount of tax paid is marked on the reverse, P.D. the tax to be 
paid is on the front. 

The increase in trade and movement of peoples across frontiers led to the making 
of new, and more, postal treaties between countries, and organisations like the 
Thurn & Tassis of the German States, the Fischer Regime of Switzerland and others. 
It became necessary to establish where the missive had entered the receiving 
country besides where it had come from, to calculate the tax due from the border 
to the final destination. These special locations were called 'Bureaux d 1 Echanges 1 

and they imposed the 'Marques d'Entrees'. This system was spreading during the last 
years of the 18th century, and in some countries is well recorded from 1800. 

To come to the particular cover from Keuchatel to Bordeaux: the 'Franco Pontar­
lier' is not an entry mark. It is an endorsement made by the writer of the letter 
(look at the handwriting) that he has paid the tax as far as Pontarlier (it was 
or became law that postage had to be paid to the outgoing frontier). I think we 
can say that the writer knew the regulations quite well - he was a regular corre­
spondent to Bordeaux - and changed his mind. He either gave the letter to another 
to post in Pontarlier, or made the journey himself, some 25 miles. The handstamp 
PONTARLIEP. was struck there, as an origin mark, and the tax calculated from Pon­
tarlier to Bordeaux. It looks like 40 sous, but the outline is not clear. 

Pontarlier used two handstamps in the period 1756 to 1791, almost identical 
(ref. L Lenain, La Paste de l'Ancienne France). 
Mr Barry Hampton ·writes that while Mrs Rawnsley collected the handstruck entry 
marks between Switzerland and France the Manuscript marks are given in James Van 
der Linden's book on the 'Marques de Passage' which lists the 'fco Pontarlier' 
as the Fischer post from Bern, Neuchatel to France in 1789. 

FOCUS 
on stamps 

THE COLLECTOR'S MAGAZINE 

SWISS PTT 
~~~~~CJ=' 

Philately 

General Directorate of PTT 
Philatelic-Office 
CH-3030 Bern 

The new publication issued by the PTT is available to anyone who cares 
to write to the above address for their names to be put on the mailing 
list, mention that you are a member of the Society. When you get your 
copy you will see why it is no longer practicable to reproduce the New 
Issues news in the Newsletter. Focus on Stamps has been produced in 
English for YOU, make the most of the opportunity and spend just 30p 
on a stamp to get the information you need. 

This will mean that there will be more space available in the News­
letter for your articles and queries. On this subject the barrel is 
·empty so unless you want blank spaces send in your 'scribblings' for 
me to edit, preferably typed though if your writing is like mine. Ed. 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printed by RPM Reprographics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 
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THE R-ONLY LABEL M Rutherfoord 

Often foreign Registered letters are not marked according to the UPU 
rules, i.e., with ball pen scribble in Arabic or Russian script. So 
for a number of years the PTT at the border points of entry would 
stick on a small label, 13 x 18mm, having only an 'R' in red, to make 
the letter more obvious during later handling. 

At first this label was line perforated 10i x 11, then a wider 'R' 
was rouletted, and more recently a smaller sized 'R' was rubber-stamped 
on the offending cover, see figures 1, 2 and 3. 

Now in the PTT Library in Bern (to whom my thanks are due) I dis­
covered three full sheets of the first type, 10 x 10 labels, see 
figure 4, overleaf. The dates of printing are as follows: 
P215c VIII 49 3 000x100 A12 (13x18); P215c V 50 5 000x100 A12 (13x18); 
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P215c V 51 10 000x100. 'l.JVhat has happened to these 1.8 million letters? 
How many printings of the first and second types were made can only be 
guessed at. Such covers are well worth looking for as they are rare in 
my experience. Figure 2 

·.i 
~. 

.., "" 
UNIVERSIDADE DE SAO PAULO 

SULZER TECHNICAL REVIEW 
Dept. 21W, Administratio~ 

8401 Wintertbur 

SWITZERLAND SUI CA 

Recently introduced new VAT rules enable us to gradually change over 
to a system whereby VAT is only charged on our gross profit margin, 
not on the entire selling price of stamps and covers. 
Although this Margin Scheme in conjunction with the Global Ac­
counting Scheme is voluntary and involves yet more paperwork for us, 
we have decided to introduce the new systems with immediate effect, in 
order to pass on the benefits of less tax to our customers. Initially the 
savings are small, but we want you to celebrate with us by offering 
customers in the UK and the EU an immediate 

1 Oo/o DISCOUNT 
on all our philatelic stock, excluding only accessories, commission 
goods and (because of currency devaluation) 1985-1995 issues. This 
offer will run until 30th June 1995, when new, lower prices should 
generally be available. Exports outside the EU: 15% discount! 
Grab this opportunity and hurry to our shop, where one of 
the finest Swiss/Liechtenstein stocks is available for you to 
browse and buy, or write to our Hassocks office with details 
of your collecting area(s) for offers. 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
SHOP: 11 O St. Martin's L.ane, Trafalgar Sq., 

L.ondon WC2N 4AZ, (10.30-6, Sat.10-3) 
OFFICE: PO.Box 791, HASSOCKS, WSx. BN6 BPZ 

(Tel./Fax: (01273) 845501) 
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- -
Figure 3 - part cover 
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MPO QUERY from Brian Proctor, Newsletter No. 3 March 1995, page 21 

Our member in Bern, Adriano Gervasi writes: As the writer of the 
original article about the Swiss Mobile Post Offices, 1937 to 1987, 
and the relative postmarks and cancellations I have investigated the 
information given by Mr Proctor. The MPO No. 1 and the corresponding 
postmark were not used in the Italian speaking part of Switzerland 
between 1939 and 1946, therefore the postmark was not used during that 
time. The first Italian postmark was used from 2 X 1937 to 16 X 1938. 
In the following year a new postmark MPO No. 1 in Italian was prepared 
but never used until 15 VIII 1946. As the Swiss PTT is always ready 
for any eventuality this second canceller had been manufactured in 1939 
but was not used for postal events in the Italian part of Switzerland 
until 1946 (and withdrawn on 1 VIII 1950). As Mr Proctor has this copy 
of the cancellation of MPO No. 1 for 19.IV.39 I can only suggest that 
it was a test or trial to check the new canceller. As it is a very 
clean and careful cancel tcis seems to confirm that it was OTO and 
has not passed through the post. 

Our member in Z~rich writes on this Subject: As this style of post­
mark, with '1' in the lower segment, could not have existed in 1939, 
it must be an incorrectly set date, which is not uncommon with MPOs. 
Occasionally the date was not reset from the previous use. What was 
the cachet used? This would indicate the show or event and can then 
be found in the Zumstein-Pen catalogue, with the correct date. I have 
had confirmation from Dr Balimann that it must be a fake date, or it 
was perhaps an error which was not destroyed. M Rutherfoord 

Now Mr Proctor tell us all, is there a cachet on the card? Ed. 

LAST MEETING OF THE SEASON - London May 10th, Odds and Ends, queries 
and bits and pieces - All members. 

MIDPEX an exhibition and stamp fair for National/Specialist Societies 
is being held on Saturday 10th June 1995 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled, Cromwell Lane, Tile Hill, 
COVENTRY. The Society is participating in this event and will have a 
meeting point there for all members who attend. There will be displays 
as well as over 30 dealers at this unique first time event. If it is 
of help to members going by car the six-figure map reference of the 
Centre is 275 775, near an electricty pylon and Tile Hill Station. 
If coming from the south or north it is on the west side of Coventry 
off the A 45 ring road for about 2 miles. For further information you 
can contact Mervyn Benford, Cloudshill Cottage, Shutford, Banbury OX156PQ 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O.BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

B¥ now those members who made up booklets for the Exchange Packet 
will have the empty books returned. Some of you will want to make 
up new books - some may wish to sell off and I am buying to 
reJ?lenish 1!1Y depleted stocks. I will pay half of your marked 
price to give you cash and to save you from re-making books. 
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getmoretbr 
your ,money 

This is Good News for all inland clients 
making purchases from us! Although the 
new Regulations are difficult and very 

May 1995 

time consuming to administer, we have 
decided to cut right across the "red tape" 
and level out the pluses and minuses. This 
results in a saving of over 8% on your Stamp 
purchases. (Books are unaffected). So now, 
instead of deducting 25% from Dollar prices 
to arrive at VAT inclusive £ prices 

YOU DEDUCT 33~% (i.e. one third). 
That's more stamps for your money so more 
gaps can be filled! 

CREDIT 
FACILITIES 
AVAll"DLE 

RPSC H.L. KATCHER PTS APS 

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD 
P.O. BOX NO. 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, ENGLAND 

Phone: 0181 348 0296 Fax: 0181 347 8397 
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SWISS 
HOTEL POSTS 

RIGI 
KALT BAO 

A Book about the Postal History 

and development of Swiss Tourism 

in remote regions of the Alps 
recalling the romantic era of the 

years between 1864 and 1900. 
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This most specialised and authoritative study was researched and written 

by Dr. MARCEL KOTTELAT 
who died so very prematurely in the Autumn of 1994. 

The linen-bound book with protective cover comprises 200 pages, size approx. 
H" x W" with 114 colour and 22 black and white illustraions. It deals 
generally with the definition of the Hotel Posts, the need of the Hotel Industry 
in remote regions to provide a personal service to the Tourist. It further deals 
with Postal Regulations and the philatelic side and how this turnea in-to publicity 
for tne Hotels giving this Service. 

The second part of the book is in Catalogue form, giving much hitherto unknown 
and unrecorded information. 

A BOOK WHICH WILL NOT BE SURPASSED FOR DECADES~ IF EVER. 
It belongs into the library of every serious Swiss Philatelist. 

The linen-bound edition will be available from early June at £120.00 (Inland post free) 
Overseas $190.00 seamail post free. (Add $10.00 for Airmail delivery). 

There will also be a fully leather-bound gold embossed edition limited to 50 copies 
at £210.00 post free inland and $335.00 overseas (by Airmail). 

PUBLISHED BY ZUMSTEIN & Co. BERNE. 

ORDER FROM 

RPSC H.L. KATCHER PTS APS 

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD 
P.O. BOX 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, ENGLAND 

Phone: (00 44) 181 348 0296 Fax: (oo 44) 181 347 8397 

EXCHANGE PACKET 
DON'T FORGET TO SORT OUT THAT MATERIAL THAT HAS BEEN 

UNTOUCHED FOR YEARS IN THAT OLD SHOE BOX 
AND SEND THE BOOKLETS (BY PIGEON POST?) BEFORE THE END OF JUNE! 
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MEETING REPORTS - The Northern Group held its Annual General Meeting on 
the 1st April at which Mr R .A Hoyle resigned as Secretary, an office he 
has held for 30 years. It is difficult for anyone stepping into his 
shoes, as I have done, to realise just how much work Tony has done 
throughout those years, not only for the Northern Group but for the 
Society as a whole. During my 20 years association with HPS I have 
never known him to miss more than one meeting, and at each session he 
has been meticulous in keeping members informed of events at national 
and local levels. In thanking the retiring Officers for their work 
during the season, Mr I Gilchrist paid special tribute to Mrs Hoyle 
who, although usually unseen by the rest of the members, had supported 
her husband in his interest in 'all things Swiss', as well as provid­
ing us with refreshments month by month. As a token of appreciation, 
Mr Hoyle was presented with a scale model of a Swiss PTT Post Bus, 
(circa 1949), which he can contemplate in his study while awaiting the 
next opportunity to travel on the genuine article! Thank you, Tony, 
you will be a hard act to follow. The 1995/96 season will commence on 
Saturday, 16th September with 'Members Choice'. DC 

Fred Pickard was warmly congratulated on April 12 during the LONDON MEETING in the 
Victory Services Club held on the occasion of the annual competitions. With a display of Essays 
and Proofs of Postage and Revenue Stamps he won the Helvetia Silver Cup and with a collection of 
Swiss Route Marks Fred was awarded the Moore Trophy. This is only the second time in 
members' memory that both competitions have been won by the same member. The evening 
had begun with our President Mrs A Lee warning us to forget our personal tastes in collecting 
and to use a lot of common sense when we evaluated entries. So using the criteria of 
knowledge and study, originality and importance, condition and rarity, and presentation, the 
12 members present collectively decided that Fred's entries were the best. 
Evaluation was far from easy because of the standard of other very fine entries. Mavis 
Bidmead produced a study on Postal Marks of Genroe to 1860 which gained her the second prize 
in the Trophy Competition. Geoff Hubbard was runner-up for the Cup with his entry of 
1924/26 Postage Due Issue - Child with Value Tablet. Other submissions showed, Ambulant 
cancellations on postcards, Suchard & Cie. Nachnahme cards, Federal Railway stamps, stamps 
for the SOth Anniversary of UPU, and Aspects of the 1949 Definitives - all interesting and well 
presented. 
There then followed a discussion on next year's programme. With our President being 
prepared to run a workshop, an evening on mixed frankings, the letter J, and displays on postal 
stationery, the coming year looks to have an fascinating appeal. JAC 

The Seminar at Chippenham on 22nd April was attended by 31 members. 
Mr Geoff Hubbard showed a wonderful lot of Postage Dues which were 
only part of his collection, and kindly provided everyone present with 
a copy of his notes. He was followed by Mr Fred Pickard with his Fiscal 
stamps on documents as shown at GABRA III; this show can only be de­
scribed as outstanding. An excellent lunch with much philatelic conver­
sation preceded Mr Peter Hobbs with his Heinz 57 display which had 
some surprise items. All three are to be congratulated on the quality 
and scarcity of their material. Eleven members brought items for display 
which evoked useful discussion. The Chairman, Mr Claude Mistely, closed 
the meeting with a sincere Vote of Thanks to Mrs Wendy Lamble for organ-
ising such a wonderful day which went all too quickly. K S 

OUR HONORARY PRESIDENT, Tiers Alma Lee, FRPS L, RDP, has been elected to 
the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae, a considerable honour. More 
details of this will be published in a later issue. 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that at last Soldier Stamps are now acceptable at Swiss philatelic 
exhibitions, under section 10 Special Aspects. The first two, created 
by Fred Bieri in June 1915, were purely commemorative, but thereafter 
the money gathered was for social help for the families in financial 
trouble, as the Swiss soldier's pay was only for his tobacco, not for 
his family. This persisted during the Second World War and many famil­
ies were soon in trouble. This is part of the explanation for the flood 
of such stamps, in fact it had to be reduced to nearly zero by the 
military as it had become the main activity for many units in 1942. 
Although having no postal use in any way, genuinely used covers are 
sought after now, and this will increase. 
- that only 153 Swiss postmen were bitten by dogs during 1994, follow­
ing a steady reduction from the 219 cases in 1985. Could it be that 
the postmen are biting back? 
- that a new label has appeared, for 'Arrival Receipt' for registered 
items. In dull orange strips of ten. PTT No.236.03 (133 354) had a 
first print run in May 1994 of 300 000, but only recently have I seen 
one used on cover. Before either 'AR' was stamped in black or a hand­
written 'A' was put before the R label itself. This service costs an 
additional Fr.2.- to the usual Fr.4.- for registration. If the ad­
dressee to sign personally it costs an additional Fr.3.-. Foreign 
letters cost the same (see the figure below). 
- that our active member in Boston USA has won a silver award at the 
March 1995 SCOPEX in Pennsylvania with his 90-sheet exhibit on 'Swiss 
Priority Mail', and a special Modern Postal History award (for phil­
atelic presentation of waste paper basket material). Guess who? 
Charles LaBlonde. 
- that Peter Stierli has published a 120 page book, A4, in German, on 
the History of the Posts of the Suhr Valley, which runs south of Aarau 
to the Aargau cantonal border. Not a part of the country seen by many 
tourists, but he brings alive the story of the tiny villages with the 
history of their postal services from Roman times. All cancels used 
are shown; practically all past and present POs also. Although the 
last coach Schaftland-Aarau is pictured on the 19th of November 1901, 
when the train line opened, there is also a picture of the first 
horse-drawn post coach leaving Schaftland for Staffelbach in 1913. 
This coach ran until 1924. 
- that the new Type 9 R label shown in the March Newsletter on page 23 
has been spotted from Winterthur to Geneve via Bern (seven in total) 
so it looks likely to become universal. Slightly more room is avail­
able for longer place names with the 'R' in the lower position. The 
bar code is part of a world-wide system and consists of: the service 
(e.g., R letter, EMS), three-digit number shown on the label, a five­
digit code number for the place and department, and then CH for Swit­
zerland. The code itself is the same as that used in big stores for jam! 
- that the Type 7 R label, with black 'R' instead of in red has been 
reported only from 247 places to the SVPS, so can be considered the 
rarest of the three new types. Where will be the first place to use 
all three versions? 

Ruckschein R 377 1256 
Troinex 

1111111ll!lll11 !I II! Iii 111111! ! 11 ii !I II Iii 
. Avis de reception 

Awiso di ricevimento 
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60 YEARS AGO - FIRST WINTER AIRlVIAIL IN THE MOUNTAINS OF GRAUBUNDEN 

Our members Mr and :Mrs D Dawson have sent a translation of this article 
from the GraUbunden paper as it enlarges on the listing in the Katcher 
book which Aerophilatelists may find interesting. 

On 10th March 1935 two pilots, Robert Fretz and Rudolf Herzig, carried 
out the first winter airmail flight. In 1934 the Kurverein Arosa bought 
an aircraft, the De Havilland Leopard Moth CH-382 'Arosa', with Robert 
Fretz as its pilot. In order to publicize this event Fretz and Hertzig 
organised the '1st Winter airmail flight in the alps of GraUbunden' on 
the 10th March. The route of the 'Airmail Line' was ZUrich-St. Gallen­
Davos-St. Moritz-Lenzerheide-Arosa-Davos-St. Gallen-ZUrich. 

On this first trip they were unable to land in Arosa due to very high 
winds and the mail had to be thrown from the plane. In all 34 flights 
were made and 19 980 items of mail were carried. 

Our member Derrick Slate asks if any member knows how many of these 
postcards were issued by Suchard? They are in colour and he has Nos 8&11. 

'Die ;,,wei l,iebi ilTl J)a~au. 
:;;@ Langsam. , -I> ~ ~ ==- 1 ~; 

l~@r·Hv I i Ji j5& I V. Ji 1 ?JE3 
1. Irn.- -Aar-_giiu sind 3wei Lie- bi, irt\-
2.Und der jun9 Chna_b 3,gg_tUe eorie :..9e, Und der 

l@sr r v Di~ J#""&I; !. 
1iar-9iiu sind 3wei Lie - bi, die !>iitt-id en-an- ~-re 
jul)!J Cl)nab Z0,9 zue Cl)rie-.9•· wennc!>unnt'!r._ wie·d•r-um I . ::E!! \ :ft::: II ==-~ ® &J & ;i • & 1 ~ a r !' r 1 ;; ''' 
.9.ern,9ern,9er11, die ~iitt-id en-an-\e _gerri. 
-~ei, ~ei, ~ei 1 wenn c9unnt er wie-der-um Rei. 
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J U N E 1 9 9 5 49th year 

:.: Rutherfoord 

In the April '95 issue of the EBZ, Zwnsteins reveal that a reader has 
discovered a modified version of the 5Cc Postman stamp and that they 
recognize this variation and give it the number 738R as it occurs on 
all stamps of the 10 000 rolls issued by the PTT to bulk mailing firms. 
The PTT printing works have explained the error in that when it was 
discovered that all four images on the transfer roller - for recess 
printing - had ttis mark in the 'T' of Helvetia it was removed only 
from the image used for the cylinder for the sheets of stamps, includ­
ing stamps for booklets. ';~nen later ccil stamps were to be printed an 
uncorrected image was used. 

Vlha t the BBZ do es not say is how to find this newly catalogued stamp 
today • ..;.l though the sheet sta'11ps were on sale from 10. 3. 87 there was 
no need to print coil stamps, as there were enough of the old 1970 50c 
Numeral stamps available for the few vending machines lei't in service. 

In 1992, on the 3rd February, the buik rates were increased and t~e 
specialist mailing firms had a need for the 50c in rolls of 10 000. 
They had been able to buy the 25c stamp (facing and cancelling machine) 
in coils from 17.8.87, and the 45c (ship post) from 11 .6.91, all to 
suit the rate of the period. Actually the old 40c Geneve '.'.:scalade stamp 
was also issued in such rolls from 10.3.92. On the 22.4.92, 5 years 
after the sheet stamps, the 50c was issued in rolls with this slight 
error. All four issuing dates of such rolls were commemorated by the 
firm Philswiss with their large FDCs having strips of 11 (sheets had 
10 only) as has been mentioned in the Newsletter from time to time. If 
these firms have any stocks of mint stamps still, or if the PTT have 
any, I rather doubt. 

Since the la test rates rise on 1 •. 1 • 95 there is no longer a 50c rate, 

H2:LV PHIL SOC nz .. ·s1 49th year No. 6 PP 41-48 London June 1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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the 48c rate can be covered by using a 50c stamp, for 3000 to 50 000, 
and the PTT will refund the 2c per cover. 

·:rhi,;se bulk mailing firms usually use a special cancelling machine, 
privately owned, using a special date die, and often a slogan, all in 
black, since this was allowed from October 1984 (see previous page). 
Therefore 99% of these coil stamps have been cancelled with the double­
circle datestamp as shown. This should save time when looking through 
piles of loose used stamps. 

At first these mailing firms, for charities and promotions, would 
chop up sheets of 50 into strips, then apply the stamps by hand. Then 
the rolls of 10 000 stamps became available for the automatic machines 
which fold, insert, close, frank and cancel, then bundle according to 
the postcode. The vast majority of these letters are naturally thrown 
away. It will be interesting to see how the prices for mint and used 
develop over the next few months, at least there will be no blocks of 
four around .. 

The printing cylinder has a circumference of 795mm, which is exactly 
the width of three counter sheets. This means that by utilizing the 
selvedges, exactly 33 stamps will be printed for each rotation, multi­
plied by the number of rows used, either five or ten, I guess, using 
the usual perforating punch, a two-column comb. 

Following your 3ditor's plea for items for your Newsletter our member 
Mr F Smith has a request for INFORMATION ON CAMPIONE. 

·rhe late Mrs Rawnsley produced in 1983 an article for the Newsletter 
titled 'A Short-lived Issue'. The subject was Campione D'Italia, an 
Italian enclave in Switzerland on the shore of Lake Lugano. The enclave 
issued three sets of stamps, the last set being an issue of pictorials. 
My interest is in the 0.20f, 0.60f and the 1.0f values. The 0.20f is 
variously described as 'Church of the Holy Zenone' or 'Church of St 
Zenone', but where is the church and what can readers tell me of its 
history? I believe the design of the 0.60f is taken from the side panel 
of the sarcophagus of Albero I, a member of the Della Scala family. He 
died in 1301, and the Scala or Scaliger family ruled Verona during the 
period 1262-1387. 

This generally fits with Mrs Rawnsley's description of the Scala Tomb 
of Verona, however Gibbons describe it as 'Gravestone to the Grand Mas­
ters of Scala-Verona' which is close, but Zumstein chose 'Adoration of 
the Magi by Giovanni de Campione in the Baptistry at Bergamo'. The 1.0f 
is deecribed by both Gibbons and Zumstein as 'Door of the Basilica of 
Santa Maria Maggiore in Bergamo'. I think the picture shows the rear 
door of the Basilica on the left and to the right is the front of the 
Colleoni Chapel built in 1472-1476 by Giovanni Antonia Amadeo to house 
the Sarcophagi of Bartolemea Colleoni and his daughter Medea. 
Any comments from readers to the Hon. Editor, please. 

WANTED 1967 PTT CHRISTMAS CARDS 
If you do have a spare copy, I would be very pleased to receive same (to complete my set!) 

Derrick Slate. 149 Ware Road, Hertford, Herts, SG13 7EG 

BOOKLETS FOR 1995/96 SEASON WILL BE WELCOME IN 

JUNE AND THEN SEPTEMBER ONWARDS 
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MORE TPO CANCELS ARE WITHDRAWN M Rutherfoord 

In the August 1993 Newsletter the then current TPO cancels were listed 
and illustrated. During 1994 no list was issued by the PTT, as far as 
I know, but one has now been issued for the 28th May 1995, showing 
eight less than in 1993, see below. They say that the following will 
be withdrawn on the 27th May 1g95: Bern-Schwarzenburg-Bern; Rapperswil­
Goldau-Rapperswil; Gossau-Appenzell-Gossau. When I enquired in Bern 
about the other five, I was told that: a) withdrawn on 28th May 1994 -
Vallorbe-Le Brassus; Thun-Burgdorf-Thun; Ramsei-Sumiswald-Huttwil -
b) withdrawn in 1993 - Spiez-Zweisimmen-Spiez; Langenthal-Wolhusen­
Langenthal. They told me that sometimes a TPO is still in service, but 
it's named cancel has been withdrawn, because the service has been 
taken over by the SBB and their plain cancel is then used. An example 
of this is Zweisimmen-Spiez where the TPO goes on to Bern, then travels 
back to Zweisimmen without any unloading at Spiez. Therefore one has 
to be careful when asking for information, as we are interested mainly 
in the cancel. If anyone has otter information from actual strikes. 
please send it to the Hon. Editor. 

Items intended for postmarking can be sent to the following offices: 
1. TPOs operating on the Federal Railways network, Bahnpostamt, Luzern. 
2. Martigny-Le Chable, Office postal 1920 Martigny 1 ~ 
3. Montreux-Zweisimmen, Office postal 1820 Montreux 1 /~~~t-5,~)-
4. Brig-Zermatt, Postamt 3900 Brig /.,l0l'l95·1Bl7-1r 
5. Brig-Oberwald (postmark 'Furkabahn'), Postamt 3900 Brig \ ~·1_·~__, 
6. Burgdorf-Langnau, Postamt 3400-Burgdorf 1 ~~~~~ 
7. Luzern-Engelberg, Bahnpostamt 6000 Luzern 
8. Lugano-Ponte Tresa, Ufficio postale 6900 Lugano 3 

BUYING SWISS ODD STAMPS 
In order to bala nee our stocks, we need few only of 
the following stamps (Zumstein Nos.). We pay 50% of 
our list price (55% for over £10 stamps). Best quality 
only. Payment up to £4 in current 1st class stamps, 
over £4 by cheque. 

MOUNTED MINT • : UNMOUNTED MINT"*: 
80 163y 78 c 188 228-38y 364 
81 164y 101 189 244 365 
82 165y 106 195 245 3f37 
83 16881 111z 197 247 357L 
84 168811 113z 198 249 364 L 
85 188 11 Sz 200 250 3f38 L 
86A+C 189 113y 203y 256 3f39 L 
87A 197 119 203Ay 260x 370 L 
88A 199 122 205y 269 355-63 RL 
89A+8 200 12311 '205Ay 270 394 
OOA+C 205y 138111 201z 271 401 
91A '205Ay 141z 203z 272 418 
938 201z 140y' 203Az 273 424 
94A 203Az 141y 204z 274 427 
96A+8 204z 150 8 206z 288 451 
96A 206z 151 208z 289 489 
97A 208z 154 209z 200 503 
9BA 224 158 215z 297-300 518 
99A 232y 160z 210x 3JO 528 
104 236y 163y 216-8v ~1 AR 699 
106 238y 164y 216-8w ~7 711 
107 244 167AI 216-8x 354 71~ 
111z 250 168AI 220 3'59 USED: 
113Y 251 16881 224 3f31 138111 
140y' 256 168811 225 3f32 164 y 
141y+z 289 185 226 364 355 RL 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
P.0.BOX 791, HASSOCKS, W.SUSSEX, BN6 8PZ 

9. Chur-St. Moritz, Chur-Davos, 
St. Moritz-Scuol, Chur-Disentis, 
St. ~oritz-Campocologno (postmark 
'R&thische Bahn') Bahnpostamt 
7000 Chur 
10. Wil SG-Kreuzlingen, Postamt 
9500 Wil SG. 

\-\ N Po 0/-:N,,. 
* 20.-2 950012 * 

,<'~~ 
~, uRK A" fl..~ 
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RARE STAMPS OF THE WORLD 
We announce with pride that we have been chosen as one of the 15 most 
prestigious Philatelic Houses in the United Kingdom to participate 

in the elite 

RARE STAMPS OF THE WORLD 
Stamp Exhibition July 6 - 8 1995. 

to be held in London's famous CLARIDGE'S HOTEL. 

SEE OUR SUPERB STOCK 
of 

ALSO SEE EXHIBITS OF SOME OF THE RAREST, MOST VALUABLE STAMPS 
AND PHILATELIC MATERIAL EVER SHOWN IN ONE ROOM! THIS EXHIBITION 
PROMISES TO BE THE MOST IMPORTANT PHILATELIC EVENT OF THF. YEAR. 

Entrance fee is £10.00. 
For this you wi11 get the following: 

A supe1~b1y produced Handbook with colour photographs of some 
of the rarest stamps in the world, including items from the 
Royal and Museum Collections. 

See a Swiss Classic Exhibit of mouthwatering items from the 
collection of Jack and Mrs. Luder (Corinphila), which has 
never been shown in public before. 

A £10.00 refund on purchases exceeding £100.00 from our 
stock at the Show (or on orders left with us for execution 
before the end of July). 

RPSC H.L. KATCHER PTS APS 

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LTD 
P.O. BOX 242, LONDON N2 OYZ, ENGLAND 

Phone: 00 44 181 348 0296 Fax: 00 44 181 347 8397 

P.S. Claridge's are offering a special room rate for visitors to the Show, 
depending on number of nights booked. Contact the General Manager, 
Mr. Francois R. Touzin, Tel. (0171) 629 8860, FAX (0171) 499 2210. 

DATES AND TIMES 
THURSDAY 6th July 

FRIDAY 7th July 
SATURDAY 8th July 

12.00 noon - 6.00pm 
10.00am - 8.00pm 
10.00am - 6.00pm 
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A NEW TYPE OF SWISS TPO CANCELLER M Rutherf oord 

When Zumstein published Alfred ~filler's comprehensive catalogue of 
Swiss TFO cancels with named routes in 1977 they did a great service 
to all collectors of railway postal history. However, while using this 
catalogue I have noticed that for many modern cancels a last day of 
use is given, say 1976 for the Rhgtische Bahn (type 86 0.26), which is 
clearly incorrect. 

I thought that another type of cancel was perhaps being used, and 
this was indeed the case for a number of routes, but both were often 
being used at the same time. The second type I had 'discovered' on 
covers, I also found in the PTT Library in Bern, together with ones I 
had not yet seen. These missing ones I then asked for from the railways 
concerned, and so received proof that all 15 cancels shown are (or were) 
in use. They all have the month in arabic figures, which is not given 
for any cancel in the rlftller catalogue, so can be considered a new de­
velopment, a new type which I have provisionally called '86 V'. This 
is also justified in that five of them replace types earlier than 86 O. 

On the Library cards eight have the '16th' crossed out and '23' noted 
in ball pen. I do not think that this is the first day of use, more 
likely the day of issue from Bern. This applies to all 15 shown. 

The table summarises this information. The empty columns are for you 
to write in the dates you have and which, after sending to the Sditor, 
will be collated into an accurate list whict can be presented to 
Zumstein for them to publish as an addition to the Mftller catalogue. 
The SBB has also received a number of cancellers with arabic months, 
but I have not seen any on cover. 

1 2 

~r\NPos 

-~· 
~ {t.-1. 84 000 ~ ...... ...... 
<"" ""' ~s;;:o::::;{~ 

EA'GHB't.~'~ 

6 7 

.. i5. iZ.83 33333 • 
ii' .. 

~.-1. 84 GOO 

.p~~ 

11 12 

3 4 

9 

13 14 

~'\,'.>ULAtv 
~~(' 

• 11.-(839582 ,.. 

5 

10 

15 

(The table of TPO cancellers is overleaf.) 

PACKETS FOR 1995/96 WILL START FROM MID JULY 
r·u cAc-c • cT uc .,.11.1r\\A1 1c vn11 '""' 1 1:2c ntJ 1-1n1 1n4v Min _1111 v1.411~11c:T 
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TPO Cancellers with"Arabic"Months, Type 86 V 

Previous 86 v 
No. Route No. Last day First· day Last day 

l Bahn post * Bern-Schwarzenburg-Bern * 86 0.3 27. 5.95 
2 II * Brig-Zermatt-Brig * 86 0. 7 • -
3 II * Furkabahn * 86 o. 13 - -
4 II * Liestal-Waldenburg-Liestal~60.18· 30. 5.92 
5 Ambulante * Lugano-Ponte Tresa * 86 N.2 - -
6 Luzern-Engelberg-Luzern * Bahnpost * 86 G. 16 82 
7 Bahnpost * Luzern-Engelberg-Luzern * 86 G. 16 - -
8 Ambulant * Martigny-LeCh8ble(VS) * 86 o. 19 - -
9 II * Montreux-Zweisimmen * 86 0.20 - -

10 Bahnpost * Ramsei-Sumiswald-Huttwil * 86 G.20 28. 5.94 
11 II * Rhat. Bahn * 86 0.26 - • 
12 II * Thun-Burgdorf-Thu~ * 86 G.27 22: 5. 93 
13 Ambulant * Vallorbe-Le Brassus * 86 0.34 28. 5.94 
14 Bahn post * Wil-Kreuzlingen-Wil * 86 0.35 - -
TS Ambulant * Yverdon-Ste-Croix * 86 0.38 92 

For 3,4.and 15 there are slight differences - - = still in 
between cancellers service 

The last LONDON MEETING of the season ~as held on May 10 in the Victory Services Club. 
Under the title of, Odds and Ends - queries and bits and pieces , five members of the twelve present 
provided material for examination and comment. 
Some items particularly took the eye of the note taker. Mail travelling on the pneumatic tubes 
is always of interest and two covers were shown, one from Zurich and the other from Bern. 
Other examples with a railway theme included a complete weighing bill from the Chur - Arosa 
railway with associated Rhaetian Railway stamps, and an official SBB card with cancellations of 
Schupfen railway parcel office in blue, a straight line Schupfen, an Ambulant No 12, and a 
Messen receiving mark. 
To highlight the recent correspondence in the Helvetia Newsletter one member extended our 
appreciation of transit marks with an extensive collection of covers that did something to relate 
route marks to destinations. Another small display of stamps, cards and entires depicted the 
Army units that guarded these frontiers in later times. The Swiss National Exhibition of 1914 
was also hig~ghted an~ our attention was drawn to the recent booklet by Schild. JAC 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW62JP 

T«: 071·794 8078 

I am still looking for material especially covers of all kinds, 
early Pre stamp to the latest First Day Covers. Postal Stationery 
both Official and Private together with Bundesfeier cards are 
also wanted. Postcards are also wanted, but only up to about 1920 
and used examples must have the stamps intact. 
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DID YOU KNOW? M Rutherf oord 

- that for the first time, I think, a non-Swiss, at least an Anglo­
Saxon, has been chosen to be a jury member for an International Exhi­
bition, our active member from Boston USA has the honour and the re­
sponsibility for the Balser Taube 95. Congratulations! 
- that in time for this major event, a number of interesting books will 
be published. The most important is 'Der Briefpostverkehr Schweiz­
Ausland', 448 pages in German (also partly in English), 300 coloured 
and 200 black & white illustrations, by Richard Sch!fer, at CHF 265. 
~verything is covered from 1459 to 1907 concerning foreign postage 
rates etc. An absolute must for all serious collectors. 
- that 'Zack 2' for foreign rates will also be issued for CHF 16, but 
from 1875 (UPU) till now. It also contains an update of volume 1, the 
inland rates. A must for everyone. 
- that another 'official' book is 'Basler Taube' on the Basel Dove, in 
four languages, CHF 28,50 with 24 coloured pictures and a facsimile of 
the 15-stamp block, also an exhibition block, authors Jean-Paul Bach 
and Felix Winterstein. All available from Marken MtUler, Basel. 
- that also from this firm comes a book about the famous artist and 
stamp designer Hans Erni of Luzern. With 320 pages, in German, all his 
works, cancels, FDCs, medals and other things are shown, for CHF 85. 
- that Zumstein is publishing a book on the Swiss Hotel Posts by ~arcel 
Kottelat, in German for CHF 190-, 200 pages, with over 100 coloured 
illustrations and 20 odd black & white. 
- that in the April and May issues of the BBZ there is a most inter­
esting and detailed study of the printing of the Basel Dove, by Max 
5ertsch, and Hans Hunziker who died before he could finish his plating 
of the 40-stamp sheets. All known tips are given for practically all 
stamps to be plated correctly. Members with strips or blocks can check 
them and probably help to complete the picture. Reply direct to Zumstein 
- that the April issue of the SBZ is devoted to all possible connections 
between stamps and doves; by various authors. 
- that St Gallen has uprated its letter mechanisation with the acqui­
sition of a new NEC (Japanese) CFC, having a 28mm dia. crown, and also 
on about the 25th April, an improved AEG reader, coder and sorter, 
with eight desks for ILV operation. Apparently Luzern will follow, and 
Aarau will receive new equipment. 
- that the PTT Museum has now become a ':Foundation', to keep it neutral 
during the break-up of the various sections of the PTT. I wonder if 
the Library will follow? 
- that my eye was caught by two machine cancels having a clever twist 
to them. From Lausanne for 100 years of the National Library (in Bern) 
where the '8' and the '9' are run into each other; the same slogan will 
be used in Bern, in German. The other shows the slogan for 100 years of 
the Basel Public Transport System, where the '100' is "hidden" in the 
word 'Joor', which is Basel dialect for 'Jahr', i.e., Year. 
- that the third item I found shows nicely the habit of sticking 
'vertical' stamps incorrectly 'horizontally' on letters. The artists 
should be informed of this practice. 

lnternationale~~l<G 
Htinde Scs 
ll.usste!lung 
st. Gr Hen 1995 
70. und 21. M:ii + 

ll."'' 
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New 'K' cancels 

K 1435 K 1436 K 1437 

K 1439 K 931 a K 24 c K 417 a 

K 559 a K 1440 K 1441 

STOP PRESS 

1; 

Der Ertr;:i.g dieser Marken - :: 

dient zum Ankauf \!On 

flugfa.hrzeugen flir die 

Schweiz. Armee 

Can.any member supply 
information about this 
cheap vignette that 
Mr F Smith purchased 
a few weeks ago? 

SBZ Special Offer 
for experts and enthusiasts -
and for everyone who gets fun 
and pleasure out of philately. 

The SBZ, organ of the Union of 
Swiss Philatelic Societies, is 
the undisputed No. l in the Swiss 
philatelic field. Essential reading 
far collectors of Switzerland, it 
also publishes outstanding re­
ports covering the entire world 
of philately and is a multingual 
magazine printed to extremely 
high quality standards. 
Read the SBZ to make sure you 
miss nothing of value to your 
own collecting interests. 

Our special offers: 
1. Trial subscription 
Four issues of the SBZ for only 
Fr. 10.- (instead of newstand 
price of Fr. 22.-) 
2. Annual subscription 
Take out an annual subscription 
to the SBZ (l l issues) and receive 
three issues free. 

-~ ,. .. 
( 

c· 

•. 

Europe Fr 48-
Gubelstrasse 54 
Postfach, 8050 Zttrich 

In case members have not noticed, the majority of the information in 
this month's Newsletter has been written by one member. As your Hon. 
Editor, I must tell you that unless I receive contributions by the 
20th of June I shall have insufficient material for subsequent issues. 
This is your Newsletter so please share your knowledge or your queries. 
All cor.tributions gratefully received! 

Several months ago I requested suggestions for a new look front page 
to mark 50 years of publication. So far I have received but one •••• 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
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A HOTEL POST FIND F Pickard 

The new book by the late Marcel Kottelat made me look again at the 
few items I had. Finding a used postcard with postage and a hotel 
vignette is something most collectors keep an eye open for at fairs. 

One Saturday afternoon at Stampex such a card appeared out of the 
box of an American dealer. Used in 1956, out of period, it represents 
the only likelihood of my finding one cheaply. The story told by the 
sender is interesting. It is a simple picture postcard showing both 
the hotel and cog railway on one side and the text in a framed box 
'HOTEL RIGI-KULM 1800M'. Postage to the USA was paid by a 25c Land­
scape issue Z.302 and tied to it was the Hotel vignette of the alpine 
rose design in green and red, perf 11i. The slogan cancel from Luzern 2 
dated 26.V.56 tied both items nicely. One can only speculate why it 
was Luzern instead of a post office nearer to Rigi; could it be that 
the sender felt a local office might reject the card with the vignette 
alongside the stamp, or delayed posting it until reaching the city 
with the chance of the card passing through the system undetected. 

In 1952 Zumstein 
priced the vignette 
at 75c. The rate of 
exchange was about 
12 francs to the £. 
So it ·was no real 
sacrifice to use 
the stamp. Would we 
be so ready today 
though to use one 
when there are only 
Fr. 1.80 to the£ 
and the catalogue 
lists the vignette 
at Fr.6.-? 

(Let us see more such 
interesting items 
from members please. Ed.) (Read the text on the card.) 

EE:LV PHIL SOC N:::;JSL 49th year No. 'I pp 49-56 London July 1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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SWISS BOOKSHELF Allan Young 

We H.P.S. members cannot help developing an interest in 
Switzerland itself. Our philately is bound up with the history, 
geography and general culture of the country. Ever since my first 
visit to Switzerland and the start of my collecting in 1982 I 
have been adding books on the country to my bookshelves. If you 
are an Helvetiaphile like myself, you might like to look out for 
these books, which have provided me with much pleasure and 
information. All are in English, but the older ones are out of 
print, so do visit the book fairs. 

Historical and Early Travel 

The Life Story and Real Adventures of the Poor Man of Toggenburg 
by Ulrich Braker. A classic account of a peasant's life in 
the 18th century 

Miss Jemima's Swiss Journal. An account of Thos. Cooks first tour 
of Switzerland in 1863. 

Switzerland in Summer by Douglas Ashby. Another age of tourism -
probably pre-war. Published in 1949 

Switzerland. Ed. by Dore Ogrizek. Maybe for the younger reader, 
interesting illustrations 

Culture and Life Style 

Free and Swiss by Georg Thurer. Cultural development from the 
earliest times. 

George Mikes introduces Switzerland. Collection of sensible 
pieces on different aspects 

What Makes Switzerland Tick'? by Richard Wildblood. Excellent 
concise explanation of modern Switzerland. 

Ticking Along Too. Ed. Dianne Dicks. Entertaining thoughtful 
anecdotal pieces. 

Lend Me Your Alphorn By Eugene Epstein. Same type of collection. 

Pearls of Switzerland Ed. Evelyn Baetes. Colour photographs and 
thought provoking Swiss quotations. 

Transport 

The Jungfrau Region by Ralf Rossberg. Railways in this region, 
lovely pictures, packed with information. 

SwissAir by Lorenz Stucki. The story of the airline. 

The Mountains. 

Scrambles Amongst the Alps by Edward Whymper. The classic account 
of the early mountaineering exploits, including the ascent 
of the Matterhorn. 

The Passage of the Alps by Edward Pyatt. Intriguing history of 
the struggle to get across. 

The Alpine Pass Route by Jonathan Hurdle. A 15 day walking guide 
through the Swiss Alps, from Sargans to Montreux. 
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The Mountain Top 
Alpine Ways. 
Swiss Winter 

All by Frank Smythe. Beautiful monochrome old 
fashioned photographs by a man who loves the 
mountains. 

Miscellaneous 

The Insight Guide to Switzerland. A.P.A. publications, a far 
better then average general guide book. 

The 1:301 000 rail map sold by SBB CFF FFS. Detailed without the 
clutter of roads! 

The Kurnmerley and Frey Atlas Routier with its gazetteer, useful 
for finding those postmark locations. 

Publications by the Union Bank of Switzerland. Statistics and 
economics. 

To this list I would like to add the Baedeker Switzerland, the Blue 
Guide and Cook's Handbook. Now what other books, apart from a complete 
set of the Newsletter, can other members suggest? Ed. 

BOOK REVIEW - LANDESAUSTELLUNG 1914 
This exhibition produced a wide variety of material for the 1914 
exhibition and the authors, George Schild and Hansjorg Fankhauser, are 
to be congratulated upon producing such an excellent book. Profusely 
illustrated, it deals with the official postal stationery, cancellations 
picture postcards and vignettes issued by various sources for the event. 
If you have ever sought a handbook to answer your questions this is 
the one to buy. Published by the Schweizerischen Ganzsachen Sammler 
Verein it appears to be the first in a series of future handbooks 

SWISS DOUBLE PRINTS 
RARELY OFFERED! 

1. LEAGUE OF NATIONS opt on Sc 
1936 "Pilatus" stamp showing a very 
strong re-entry, effectively doubling the 
entire stamp image, making it appear 
much darker. A fine used stamp from 
pos.43 (lower margin still attached), on 
ordinary paper. Zumstein Diii 48y.2.01 
PRICE NET £80. 
2. "OFFICIEL" overprint on 1941 2 fr. 
stamp, again showing a strong re-entry 
resulting in much doubling, especially 
the top frame line. A fine used stamp 
from pos.43, Zumst. 011 63.2. 1, 
cat. Fr. 750.- - PRICE NET £260. 
Available at our 110 St.Martins Lane, London 
WC2 shop, or - on approval - by post from: 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
P.0.BOX 791, HASSOCKS, W.SUSSEX, BN6 8PZ 

Telephone and FAX: (01273) 845501 

that will be produced by this active 
society in Switzerland. Obtainable 
from G Schild, Rainmattstrasse 3, 
CH-3011 BERN for around SFr.25.-. 
A5 size, card covers, 75 pages with 
coloured and black & white illus­
·trations. A copy has been placed in 
our Library for member~use. 

New 'K' cancels 
ACHTUNG - Correction to the numbers 
shown on page 48 last month: 
Mfulnedorf is now K 1440 (was 1441) 
Wislikof en is now K 1441 · (was 1440) 

K 1442 
K 1443 
K 1444 

3661 Uetendorf 
8195 Wasterkingen 
5064 Wittnau 

BE 
ZH 
AG 

29.5.95 
1.6.95 
3.6.95 
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A PHILATELIC DILEMMA J Andrew K Moilliet 

Almost four years ago now my wife and I were lucky enough to have a 
short holiday in Switzerland in a chalet in the French-speaking part of 
the country, in the Canton of Fribourg. We were in Switzerland on the 
1st of August, and very much enjoyed the celebrations to commemorate 
the 700th anniversary of the founding of the Swiss Confederation. 

But for me the real highlight of the holiday was a visit to Geneva, 
where my ancestors used to live two hundred and more years ago. I even 
managed to find the Philatelic Bureau, only a very short time before it 
closed. With only a few minutes to go to closing time I managed (in my 
perfect English, and very poor French) to convince the young lady behind 
the counter (who spoke perfect French, and very little English) that, 
yes, I did want to buy a complete sheet of the then recently-issued 
stamps for the commemoration of the 700th anniversary of the Founding 
of the Swiss Confederation. How I got them back to the chalet in Cresuz 
by public transport, unfolded, I will never understand. 

Why a complete sheet you may ask? Well I can explain. I have, not sur­
prisingly, collected Swiss stamps for many years, and wanted to buy a 
full sheet of these stamps, so I could have singles, pairs, and blocks 
of four, unmounted mint and used. 

I then spent most of the rest of the holiday studying the sheet of 
stamps, trying to work out the best possible way of splitting it up to 
get what I wanted, or as near to it as possible. After one or two 'dummy 
runs' with bits of paper, I finally decided how to do it, and split the 
sheet to my best advantage, hoping that I would be able to collect, or 
buy, the stamps which I knew I still lacked for a full collection. 

But I made one big mistake, not apparent to me at the time. I split 
the sheet in such a way that I have all the stamps, or combinations of 
stamps, that I wanted in unmounted mint condition, with rest to be sent 
through the post to be cancelled, but I never considered the fact that 
stamp dealers who bought the issue would split their stocks in blocks 
of four in the conventional way, thus making it very difficult, if not 
impossible, to collect certain pairs and blocks of four, none of which 
I now have, despite many attempts by me to obtain them. 

I am still short of the following, in good used condition: 
Z 93 (808+807, horizontal pair) 
Z 94 (810+809, horizontal pair) 
Z 97 (809/807, vertical pair) 
Z 98 (810/808, vertical pair) 
block of four ( 808+807 /810+809) j 
block of four (809+810/807+808) with central cancellation 
block of four (810+809/808+807) 

I would be interested to hear from anyone who might be able to let me 
have one of each of the above, at an agreed price. 

COMPETITION SUCCESSES - We understand that Ken Reeves, our member from 
Swansea, won the Airmail Trophy presented by the Aero Philatelic Club 
of London. It takes the form of a copper plate depicting Captain Barnard 
ready to leave on his first Continental Flight in 1919. His display of 
Sitting Helvetias was awarded a Bronze. 

TPO CANCELLERS - page 45 of last month's Newsletter. 
Only one last day has been reported,, for 86 N.2 as 12 XII 80-177, the 
TPO from Lugano to Ponte, Tresa. There are no reports of any of the type 
86 v. Please look at your cancels and report to the Hon. Editor. 
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ILLICIT CORRESPOlJDE~WE BETWEEN OCCUPI3D :BE:LGim.: AND RELATIVES IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 1914-18 F Pickard 

Readers areaware of the way letters were sent during the 1870-71 
Franco-Prussian war when Switzerland was used as a redirecting area. 
The kindness of a collector of Belgian material produced the item below. 
A picture postcard sent from Brussels bearing a surcharged German stamp 
of 10c addressed to Basel. Censorship occured but on arrival a 10c red 
Tell's head was applied and the card forwarded to Swansea. Perhaps 
other members can produce similar items to add to the story of this 
type of~m~a~i~l~·=--~----.,....-~~~~~~------~------------..................... ...._ ..... "a 

THE EXPRESS COACH from Chur to Milan in 36 hours F Pickard 

-von Oiur.~nnl~Jnorj••n um 4 ul1r. 

"VOD. )18'·1wClJ)i,•n!<fa<lruor!ic'num; uhr. . - -

a. 4\" ui~f l 
-in 1\1.-nlanCl. l'llou ta~ a1wn<l mu -'unT. . . .... 
111 Cliur, ~1ittwod1 11l1<'11Cl lllll 7 unr. 

ia,Cfwt:lm~rnuenu OV.l. \\.,·\'111'.n\\~n''\\1,,~t>n.1,oon Ul\ ~.x.~U\.."fc l\r'l 90.1l. 

U\ cA~'I Cnnl\, ~'' !\\eU::Cuunn.n., ~n,111\of•' , t' <)\,HI l\i. .!i\n l.i. li\.(1l\\a.&\C\. 

•)'G.~·i.'~. 

From Chur via Chiavenna 
and Como to Milan in 36 
hours because with these 
connections one has the 
most quick and comfortable 
journey from• Germ~y to 
Italy. 
Carriages by Abys & Bauer 

of Chur 
From Chur to Milan the 
person will be carried 
inclusive meals provided, 
for 30 Rhenisch francs or 
55 French francs. Add 40 
groschen for the postillion 
tips and 25 francs for the 
luggage. 
Departure 
From Chur-Sunday morn. 4 am 
From Milan-Tuesday morn.7 a 
Arrival 
In Milan-Monday eve. 4 pm 
In Chur-Wednesday eve. 7 pm 



Page 54 Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter July 1995 

••• I KNOW A XA?J ','r_qo IJ'.)3S ~ In this case Mr Katcher, of the Amateur 
Collector came up with the answer from the historical section of the 
Airmail catalogue. He explains that they are available in four different 
ways; without overprint front and back; with overprint both front and 
back; overprint front only; overprint back only. The vignette shown last 
month catalogues at Fr.12.-. The Airmail subjects are Fr.80.- and the 
Balloon stamp Fr.125.-. ~.~. ~~~~~ 

The 'cheap' vignette which 
was the subject of the 
query sent in by Mr Smith, 
and shown on the back of 
the May Newsletter, can be 
seen at the right-hand 
end of the second row. 

1913 Zurcher Flugspende-Vignetten fiir die 
Militiiraviatik 1913 

Vig a. mil schwarzem Aufdruck 
"Offiz. Zurcher Flugspendemarke 1913" 
Fig. 25, rucks. Aufdruck Fig. 26 

Vig b. nur vorderseitiger Aufdruck 
Vig c. nur rucks. Aufdruck 
Vig d. ohne jeden Aufdruck 

Vignette mil Luftschiff: siehe Nr 219a 
Bogen zu 4 R. a 3M.= 12 versch. Sujets 

Vig e. Bogen mil Aufdruck wie a 
Vig I. Bogen mil Aufdruck wie b 
Vig g. Bogen mil Aufdruck wie c 
Vig h. Bogen ohne Aufdruck w!e d 
Vig i. Einzelvignette au! gelaufenem Briel oder Karle 

und analog mitgestempelt. Pro Stuck 

STOP PRESS 

....... 

:,. •••• ti 

·~----·-'"' 

After my appeal for items for the Newsletter last month you can see 
what has been produced. If you are to have an August issue then you 
must follow this good example and send in !!!£ll by the 20th of July. 
Then you must keep on doing it every month or there will not be a 

···~ 

50th year of the Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter! I am here as 
the Honorary Editor to edit your contributions. I also type them where 
necessary, paste up the copy, answer queries, help the head gardener 
(alias proofreader), water the seeds of PT 110, collect seeds of PJ 111, 
admire the flowers of PJ 119, and then this winter I might be able to 
look at my stamp collection! Two or three more suggestions have been 
received for the front cover. Are there no layout artists among the 
members? P H 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O.BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU. 
Further to my ad. requesting Club Booklet remainders, I received 
102 all mainly stamps. I am still looking for Postcards with 
identifiable places and used cards must have stamps intact. See 
me at Greenford on the 22nd and Milton Keynes on the 23rd. 
Petersfield on the 29th and Birmingham on the 30th. 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that the first day of the Basler Taube 95 was hectic; queue to get 
in (CHF 6.-), queue to buy covers and cards at Organiser's stand and 
at PTr desks (ten), queue to get the new special Framas (at five ma­
chines, which survived 8 hours each of continuous operation), queue to 
sit down to stick it all together, queue to get an autogram from Bern­
adette Baltis (designer of the block), then - the longest - queue to 
get the correct cancel, over an hour was usual. This was because of 
the FD of the Frama special and that the Berry cancellation was on 
this day only. At times a traditional drum and fife band was playing 
in the same confined space! 
- that despite the general interest in the new Framas there was no pub­
licity at the PTT desks on the material for sale, i.e., the FDCs, mint 
covers, mint and cancelled sets of the three values. They had only the 
conventional stamps on show. 
- that I hope to see something of the exhibits during the next week. 
Of course I met a number of HPS and AHPS members too, and that is most 
important. 
- that the PTT Museum is showing until the 20th August, paintings by 
Renee-Paule Danthine in which a mint stamp plays a key role. Similar 
paintings by the 'Studio Bertschi' were also to be seen in the foyer 
of BT 95, but here the stamps had all been cancelled, appropriately, 
on the finished painting. A new art form, or a new way to collect stamps? 
- that the Swiss Thematic Club has published two books for BT 95, both 
in German; 'Basel im Spiegel der Philatelie' and an additional volume 
to their 'Motiv-Handbuch' which illustrates and describes all Swiss 
stamps up to 1990. The new volume updates to the present. Both books 
are well worth having. 
- that the 'Friends of the Mesocco Railway' (which closed about 20 years 
ago) have made a start to get it running again, at least for special 
trips from Ca~tione to Cama. They have issued an attractive cover and 
card for the first such trip on 3/4th June. 
- that for the first time (I think) the UPU in Bern 15 ran a philatelic 
exhibition from 16-18th May, to commemorate 50 years VE Day, by showing 
stamps and covers arranged by the Russian Federation, White Russia and 
the Ukraine. Pity I missed it, on holiday. 
- that the Postco·.de booklets have been re-issued? the numerical one is 
the same, but the alphabetical now 
includes the distribution code ac­
cording to the streets in the 17 
largest cities only. Previously in 
a separate booklet. Free at POs. 
- that the PTT Philatelic offices are 
now selling some Lighthouse albums. 
Also a beginners tool kit for the 
young collector. 
- that once again the PTT are running 
a 'Best Stamp' competition for 94/95, 
entries at BT 95 by 25th June. 
- that new 'Change of Address' post-_: 
cards, freepost, can be had in sets 
of five, each with a different over­
print design in yellow. 
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The CORDEX Binder 

What to do with and how to access the 
Helvetia Newsletter had been taxing me for 
some time. The answer came as a result of 
doing something for a Railway Society, 
another one of my interests. I distribute for 
them a CORDEX binder. In A4 size with 
stout blue covers, the spine has 18 bonded 
nylon cords which can be stretched by 6 to 
10cm . A magazine can then be 'threaded' 

July 1995 

through a cord so that it runs down the crease of the centre pages. Experimenting with the 
Helvetia Newsletter shows that if issues for three months are stapled together they provide an 
equivalent thickness to a magazine. Staples are placed along the edge about 1 cm from top and 
bottom. Open up the pages half way through the second month and slid onto a cord. The 
staples then hold the pages against the tension of the cord. Four years of Newsletters can then 
be accommodated in a binder-with a couple of spare cords! 
At present the binders are. available to Railway Society members for £8.50 per pair and come 
packed in a box. Postage and packing is charged at 15% per order. As orders to the 
manufacturers consist of 100 binders at a time, a not insubstantial outlay is involved: one that 
our Society could not sustain. The provision of binders to Railway Society members is seen as a 
service and not as a money spinner!. However as long as there is a profit of a few pence per 
binder I see no difficulty in supplying Helvetia members with an item that is on a general sales 
~t . 
Please note that I have only A4 binders so the older and larger foolscap newsletters will not fit. 

J.A.Cordingley, GERS PUBLICATIONS, 57 Ware Road, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 9AB 

FAULHORN POST Derrick Slate 

A.a..."""'•: .. 

~ / Does~~~~~~~ .. ,~~~e. . .~~ 
~~· ,.'!. )- . ··,,,,r .. -.~ 

,.,._ ..• :.-Ee 
' 

I have post cards with donkeys with Gipfel .2683m, Fiescherhorn & Wetterhorn. 
.. ~ 

.. . 
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AN INTERESTING COD QUESTION AND THE ANSWER M Rutherfoord 

Some time ago our President, Mrs Alma Lee, posed to me a harmless­
looking question, which she illustrated with four examples (figs 1 to 4). 
The question was why were only 12c in stamps affixed to the cards when 
quite clearly 15c were mentioned for 'Porto und Spedition' or similar 
wording. During this period, 1.7.1862 to 31.10.1884, the charge for COD 
was 1% of the amount charged, but with a minimum of 10c, plus 2c for 
the Printed Matter card, equals 12c, which was affixed by the dispatch­
ing PO in all cases correctly. 

The demand for 15c seems illogical, but could hardly be an error, as 
the geographical and time spread is too great. I asked a number of 
specialists for their opinion, but without receiving a clear answer, 
until I met Hr. Felix Winterstein at the BT 95 (he had been ill when I 
had written to him earlier). Several persons had pointed me in his 

~~~~~~~~-------------------------------------t direction • . -~~"' ...... ~ ._, ···::--'7":·-:'"""····..,.···-~--,~~~.,..~::·----· . ......,...--········ · ··1··. His explanation is 
~· • ~:,t'.~- .~-~:. •C ·:,.. ~~ '. • ~ ;!°_ ; ,~· l, ~·· ... , 

Expedition des Wochenblattes des Bezirkes Meilen. 
lnad)na~me, .'. 'Fr t'-"Rp. / <'' . 

J::.~tm~il'e~n nnb \}tanratarc ~""' • u . , v 

simple and believable. 
The PO asked for and 
received for their 
services the 12c in 
stamps. The remain­
ing 3c were included 
in the amount asked 
for and which was 
paid over by the 

i recipient, and even-
. tually passed to the 

sender by the PO, they 
were the sender's 
costs for writing out 
the card etc. Most 

!firms, however, 
1 included t~is amount 

in the main cost 
position, others, a ------------------------------------------...J minority' deci a ea to C> 
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make it clear to the recipients what it was costing in detail. It is 
noticeable that the text becomes clearer as time passes, probably due 
to the number of ~ueries. 

Figure 5 shows the clearest way, with the postal and dispatching costs 
cleanly separated. Note that the essential rates had not changed from 
the period mentioned above, but on the 1st February 1915 the Printed 
Matter rate would jump 50% to 3c, after more than 50 years. 

Figure 6 shows the usual method with the 12c only. 

i ALLIA.NCE LI B£RALE ,. 
F.T 

Figure 2 (above) Figure 3 (right) 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 

Figure 6 

SWITZERLAND 
Our new "Stamp Collectors' Treasure Chest" 
No. 138, a fully illustrated list with offers of 
recent additions to our Swiss stock, is now 
ready. Ask for it FREE, if we have not yet sent 
you your copy. Here is one of the items on 
offer from List 138: 

SPECIAL OFFER: 
The rare AIRMAIL 1919/20 30 c. 

PROPELLER OVERPRINT, used with 
Swiss Certificate of Genuineness (SG 

298a, Zumstein Air No. I), Cat. £ 1, 100 
PRICE ONLY £675 (List £950) 

Also still available: 
Our STANDARD PRICE LIST/CATALOGUE, 1850-1995, with SG 
and Zumstein Nos, prices for U/M, mint and used, many special 
sections (Int. Offices, Officials, Tete-Beebe, etc.), plus hints on sorting 
and collecting, price £1, refundable with first order over £10. Please 
send 4 x lst class stamps ( + one for postage). 

Lt:.U t:SAt'\.C.~\.,,M LTD. 
P.0.Box 791. HASSOCKS. W.Sussex BN6 8PZ. 

Tel.& Fax: (01723) 845501 
SHOP: 110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Square. 

London WC2N 4AZ (Tel. 0171 240 1963) 

~cbition bcl3 ,,~intcrt4nrcr ~olf~blattcG. '' 
:·· il(a na~mc iiir !)'nfcrtion in .A£ / ljr. . .. }p_ lRp. 

jtgcbil~rcn - , . ~- .--~·· / .r-' . 

....... ......... ! P A S)r. ID!~~~i,~~'~·~@r[,~ft~agcn,t:i~..,il~rnmd) .. 
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Looking back '°"t ~hEC :rEport of :;eneve )'0 ir. tbE :,e1.slEtter the cor.cluC.3-q:- p~ra­
graph said 'sta~t savi~g no~ for thE next ~ational sho~ and somehoK find time 
to go'. ~ell fortune did allow some of us to visit the Basler ~aube 95 sho~ in 
Basel, held at the Mustermesse. 

Several hundred keen collectors massed outside the entrance at 9 a.m. with the 
music of the Kelody !:.akers jazz bc.nd keeping us entertained. 1~earby were crates 
of doves to be released upon the opening. The City of Basel had entered into the 
spirit by producing a 'hippopotamus' tram for the children. The PTT had arraneed 
something new; instead of paying to enter and then reach the counters they had 
taken over the foyer before the turnstiles, this allowed you to obtain whatever 
cancel or postal souvenir without paying entrance. Inside the many halls had been 
assembled a superb display of material, possibly surpassing Geneve 90. 

The Salon Basler Taube rightly took centre stage celebrating the 150 years 
since the introduction of the 2~t Basle Dove stamp. Assembled was a magnificent 
array of material from the PTT and other archives; the artwork from the 1995 
miniature sheet together with the earlier ideas for the 1945 miniature sheet. 
Among the PTT material was the Basle Dove flaw '~hite mountain' and this will be 
remembered as being for sale at the Amateur Collector some years ago. 

At exhibitions of this quality picKing out the best is not easy and the massive 
quantity of material tends to make one forget the display several frames back! 
For me, the two exhibits by Hans Zweifel were totally absorbing: eight frames of 
material from 1843-1854, and then eight frames of the Tell issues. Exciting was 
the method of display, using double width pages instead of single size, this 
allowed the layout to be much more unusual, particularly when showing large covers 
or sheets. The double sheet was both horizontal and vertical. 

A really terrific exhibit was that by Dr Ralph Soderberg of the IKW issue of 
1918-19: eight frames dealing with the stamps, covers and history of this short­
lived issue. The research was superb and the point made that even if the stamps 
did bear overprints that were not of the official printing, the postage had still 
been paid. Some lovely covers were shown bearing both genuine and other over­
prints passing through the post. A most informative display. 

Among faces seen at the show were those of Tony Hoyle and Ian Gilchrist from 
the Northern Group. Our old friend Adriano Gervasi was there alongside Michael 
Rutherfoord; Chairman Claude Mistely and President Mrs Alma Lee also. 

Our American friends put up a strong showing headed by President E Bergman 
together with Mr & Mrs Harlan Stone. Mrs Cheryl Ganz arranged an evening dinner 
that some of us managed to join. Looking at the total number of 'Swiss only' 
exhibits there were close to 140, with each being from six to eight sheets. 
There was really hardly an area of Swiss collecting not shown, except Fiscals. 
It makes the point that for a maximum show of Swiss material there is only one 
place to go. The dealers' stands were a treasure house. Such was the volume of 
material on sale that time was at a premium in deciding whose boxes were the beE"t 
to search through, and just to show that even in Switzerland a find can be had 
how about a first day cover bearing a pair of 20c Z 211 stamps of the 1938 issu~ 
for just 2 francs! I feel that a normal first day of use is a much better 
postal item than the type that come straight from the PTT. 

The next National show is possibly in 2000, and Yverdon is rumoured as the 
venue, so back to the opening lines of this report 'Start saving now'! 

F Pickard 
Things are improving a little in the Swiss stamp shows. In the Easel show last 
month I found four or five small documents with Kanton Tax stamps. There was 
also a large accumulation of Swiss tax stamps brought to the show by a dealer 
from London, the price was a little on the high side, ONLY £35 000 British. 
I obtained a chair and studied the dealer's stock book, Kanton stamps only, no 
value over 50 rp. There were hundreds of the most common Kanton tax stamps of 
each value. This book was the remainder of the stock of the Basel dealer 
T Breidschmit. I bought over three pounds of the high values from this dealer's 
stock over 10 years ago. The second book was a collection of Kanton tax stamps 
nicely arranged and mounted. There were 15 or 20 stamps that I could have used 
in my collection, but not at the asking price. I attended this exhibition on 
the foartl: d::;,y --and was only the first to view this accumulation. 

Gene Kelly [::::c:~> 
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SUMMER SPECIAL 
These prices apply up to September 15th only 

Superb Mint 

Superb Unmounted 

Fine used 

(Why pay more later?) 

Mint 

MINIATURE SHEETS 

1940 Pro Patria 
1941 Pro Juventute 
1942 BIE Girard 
1960 Pro Patria 

1938 Aarau 
1941 Pro Juventute 
1942 Pro Patria 
1948 Imaba 
1960 Pro Patria 
1959 Nabag 

1945 Bas le Dove 
1959 Nabag 

Usual 
Price 

165.00 
50.00 

100.00 
33.30 

50.00 
80.00 
70.00 
65.00 
32.50 
13.00 

73.50 
12.30 

1934/5 RARE GRILLED PAPER FRANCHISE 

12Bz Superb Mint 
12Bz Unmounted Mint 
14Bz-16Bz Unmounted Mint 

ESSAYS 

176.00 
250.00 

62.50 

1895 Sempach Monument Fr.1 63.00 
Ditto Fr.5 63.00 

REVENUES 

Summer 
Special 

135.00 
40.00 
85.00 
26.50 

40.00 
67.50 
57.50 
52.50 
26.00 
11. 00 

62.50 
10.50 

140.00 
200.00 

30.00! ! 

47.50 
47.50 

The classic Imperf. Basel Police stamps, superb unmounted mint. 
1861, 1863, 1864, 1867, 1868, 1869, 1870, 1874 Each6.65Each 4.50 

All price inclusive of VAT. Orders over £75.00 Post free . 

...... AND AT REGULAR PRICE: 

The beautiful BASEL DOVE BOOK full of colour illustrations of 
Covers, Multiples, Frankings and varieties. 
Unbelievable that it could be produced to sell at such a low 
price. Don't fail to treat yourself! £22.50 Post Free 

THE AMATEUR COLLECTOR LIMITED 
The Swiss Specialists 

P.O. Box 242, London N2 OYZ, ENGLAND 
Tele: 0181 348 0296 Fax: 0181 347 8397 
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A :ORIE.F· LOOK A'l' H.aS:=.E:tt T • .'....u3E 9 5 Clai.:.d.e Kistely 

1'he Basle Dove's 150th anniversary was celebrated. in style \·:ith the splendid 
Basler Taube exhibition. Sadly, the ever-d-windline, E.ng·lish pound is mating Swi t­
zerland prohibitively expensive and my stay had thus to be a short one. I was 
able to go to the Basler Taube on only two days. My first visit was on the opening 
day. I did not see much of the show then as I was catching up with people, being 
particularly delighted to meet Michael Rutherfoord, several members of the AHPS 
and, of course, Fred Pickard. Like Michael, I spent a lot of time getting material 
that ~as only available on the first day: all very hectic but most enjoyable. 

On my second and last visit, three days later, I concentrated on the exhibits: 
the catalogue indicated that there was much of interest. A special room featured 
the choicest examples of the Basle Dove including the famous mint block of 15 
O"Wned by the Swiss PTT, and other multiples used on cover. There were also displays 
on the stamp's designer, Melchior Berri, which included one of the post boxes he 
also designed, again featuring the dove. Other outstanding items in the exhibition 
included lovely displays of the Swiss Cantonal and Rayon issues and a collection 
of immaculate Strubels with mint multiples and used blocks of four! One of our 
American members, Harlan F Stone, had an excellent show of the perforated Sitting 
Helvetia issues including essays and proofs. Another AHPS member, Ralph Soderburg, 
exhibited the best collection of the 1918 Industrielle Kriegswirtshaft official 
issue that I have ever seen, which included examples on cover. The detailed study 
also explained how a rogue employee at the printing works which produced the 
originals did some forged overprints which were almost exact copies because he 
had been able to use type from the original box of founts. Some of the minute 
differences between the genuine and forged overprints were outlined. The Swiss 
aviation exhibits were also outstanding, including some of the early Spelterini 
ballooncards, a fantastic array of pioneer flight material, and beautiful catapult 
mail and Zeppelin covers. 

One of the more attractive aspects of Swiss exhibitions, in my opinion, is their 
admittance of good displays of well-researched relatively common material, which 
are comp~titively judged and which can be related to one's o-wn collection. 
Examples of this at Basler Taube were studies of the Swiss Tell and Tell Boy 
issues, and the 1936, 1941, 1949 and 1960 definitives. Soldier stamps were exhib­
ited in their own right for the first time at a Swiss national exhibition, and 
an outstanding First World War exhibit included examples of Fred Bieri's orig­
inal artwork. 

What is this loudspeaker announcement? The exhibition is closing in 15 minutes? 
There is still so much to see and I have not even been to the Junaphilex part of 
the show. Yes I had not allowed enough time for this cornucopia of Swiss philat­
ely, let alone the foreign exhibits. I did thoroughly enjoy everything I saw 
and count myself fortunate to be one of the few Helvetia members able to be 
there. Let's hope that the pound will buy more Swiss francs by the time of the 
next Swiss National Exhibition so that more of us will be able to go. 

ATTENTION MIDLANDS A.ND SCOTTISH MEMBERS! 

The Society recocnises that many members live too far f'rom the 
present north and south venues to be able to attend meetings. 
In the English Midlands and in Scotland there has been a 
significant increase in ~embership in recent year~. With the 
Society approachine its 50th yeer, consideretion will be given 
to the formation of a Midlands G~oup probably covering Staffs, 
Warwicks and West Midlands and of a Scottish Group f'or the 
Edinburgh and Glasgow areas if enoueh support can be generateC.. 
If you are intereste~, ple~se write in the first instance to the 
Cheirman at the folJ o'·:ing address. Tho!"e midlands members who 
left their prirticul a.rs ·i.;i t!l thP. Chairman et Midpex should not 
writ~ RCein. Ple~se send your details to Mr C P Mistely, 
11 BPech Dene", 15 HollymPoak Ro2d, Chip~tP-ad, Coulsdon, Surrey 
CRS J~A. 
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YOUR EXCEANGE PACKET - The Packet Secretary reminds members that the 
packets are now in circulation and if you are likely to be away then 
make arrangements to divert it to the next recipient. 

Please ensure that packets are forwarded in strong plastic bags anc 
a strong paper outer. Several packets last season were forwarded in a 
flimsy outer and found split open! If possible, use the strong brovm 
parcel tape to seal the package. Put your,name and address on the back 
and get a Certificate of Posting, and send this to the Packet Secretary. 

MIDPEX 1995 - Midpex was held in Coventry on Saturday 10th June and our 
Society was one of the 44 specialist societies participating. Midlands 
member Brian Proctor provided and set up an interesting display of 1900 
UPU, the Tell and Tell Boy and National Festival issues backed by other 
material provided by the Swiss PTT. I arrived on the day with Society 
literature to find all the hard work done and everything beautifully 
organised. There was a good attendance and the specialist societies' 
stands were generally well patronized, although the 33 dealers' stands 
tended to attract the biggest crowds. 

Not all the people attending were dedicated specialist collectors and 
we handed out several membership forms. A few of our midlands members 
visited the stand, but my only disappointment with the event is that 
more did not take the opportunity to meet us. 

Overall, however, it was a successful day and grateful thanks are due 
to Brian Proctor for all his hard work and for his attractive presentation 
of our Society. Claude Mistely 

POSTCARD QUERY from Geoff Hubbard 
Last month we had a query concerning donkeys on postcards and a short 
while ago it was Suchard cards, now I step into the ring with an adver­
tising card for Toblerone. This is numbered 128, are there 127 more 
similar cards? Who printed them? Was it a UK printer in view of the text? 
Answers direct to the Editor please. Answers sent to me will be copied 
and sent to the Editor. 
{No replies have been received on the Suchard or donkey queries. Do 
members not collect Swiss postcards? I do. Ed.} 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard 

Ask everywhere for~ ' 
TOBLER'S'~ TOBLERONE" 

the first patented Swiss Milk Ch· •C•)iate with A::nonds 
and Hvney (6 d per packet1 

EUROSTAMPS Tel: 071·794 8078 

P.O. BOX 940 
LONDON 

NW62JP 

Do you have any Postal Stationery surplus to your own 
requirements? I need some with the pictures on the same side as 
the imprinted stamp value - mint and used are required. Meet me 
at Chinqford on 26 Auaust_ 
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DID YOU KNOW? I.: Rutherf o ord 

- that there were red faces in the PTT officialdom when it was brought 
to their notice (not by me) that on the special one-day cancellation -
17. JUNI 95 - they spelt the name incorrectly, ie, with a 'y' instead 
of an 'i' (see below. On some original drawings, to be seen in a special 
BT 95 Exhibit, they had all been signed 'Berri', proof enough? The 
offi~ial cover had on the rear his story, ie, Berri's. 
- that some of the new red SBB/CFF mainline locos (Type 460) now carry 
massive advertising, unthinkable a decade ago: AGFA films, CIBA (white), 
Danzas (yellow). Also the BLS locos can be seen in their new blue, and 
make a more interesting photo background. Has this anything to do with 
the fact that a number of these locos are not owned by the SBB! To save 
millions, they say, they are leased from an American financing firm, 
also unthinkable a decade ago. 
- that the inland letter rates will apparently go up next year: A-mail 
from 80 to 90c, B-mail 60 to 70c. Date not fixed yet I believe. What 
does it cost the PTT to print all the leaflets, tables, lists etc for 
the multitude of users, internal and external? 
- that from a usually reliable source I have heard that before Christmas 
new ATMs will be issued by Liechtenstein in a really shattering way. 
Watch this space. 
- that in a recent poll of collector's feelings six questions were 
answered with good to nearly perfect ratings for general aspects of the 
Philatelic Bureau service, but the seventh got only 47.9 approval, on 
attractiveness of the stamp designs. 
- that the new combined Swiss and Liechtenstein stamp to be issued on 
the 5.9.95 is actually the same stamp for both countries, as the value 
is the same, 60c. Therefore it is being printed in only one place, the 
PTT Printing Works, attractively in recess and offset. The same coinage 
and postal rates are used in both countries. 
- that the Philatelic Counter in Bern is moving on the 18.9.95 from its 
present place in the UPU building to the main PO Schanzenpost 3000 Bern 1 
The postal address remains 3030 Bern. Geneva has also moved and is now 
on the ground floor, side entrance. 
- that in Winterthur next year (from 28.8.96 to 1.9.96) there will be a 
new type of stamp exhibition - to follow ideas from the north - the 
'Swiss Stamp Open', under the VSPhV. The main part of each exhibit must 
be philatelic items (as now) but the rest can be pictures, maps, cards, 
phone cards, flowers, leaves, etc. Interesting to see how it develops. 
- that Ivan Tillen celebrated his 80th birthday in Geneva recently. We 
met in Bern to visit the PTT Museum. He is nearly as lively as before, 
interested in everything and follows the Newsletter, but buys nothing 
new. We wish him good health in the future. 
- that a new book on the Tessiner Ovals was available at the BT 95, by 
Giorgio Lavater, who also exhibited his Ovals; 73 pages in German for 
CHF 25. Useful for specialists. 
- that also at the B·:r 95 Markus Seitz had his new 
'ATM Schweiz Spezialkatalog 1995' on sale. This 
3rd edition has 84 pages and costs CHF 18. One of 
the best special catalogues. 

\ ' i::.N, 
J~r:::B 
--?>.~~~ 0 "~ ... DIEP ST - ""' Philatelie 

4000 BASEL 

M. BERRY 
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A BUNDESFEIER CARD QUERY from :Srnest Jones. "A coloured, embossed card 

SCllrll!: Tl> •. 
; 

sent to London on 14th July 1901 
is headed '3undesfeier Basel 12 
bis 15 Juli 1901'. Prior to 1909 
was the Bundesf eier sometimes 
celebrated on days other than 
1st August and were such cards 
issued in other years also, and 
perhaps in other towns as well?" 
Why is the 1920 'Athletes' card 
(33) so scarce and priced so high 
when 77 000 were issued? This is 
far more than some airmail cards 
which are seen fairly frequently. 
What happened to this card? 

SCHWEIZER BRIEFMARKEN ZEITUNG - see the note on p 48 in June 
Any members who subscribe to the SBZ as individuals, NOT as part of the 
subscription to a Society affiliated to the VSP, are asked to contact 
the Editor. It would help our Society to join the VSP if we had enough 
members willing to subscribe through our Society. Let me know.!!£.!• Ed. 

The responsesto the suggestions for a Swiss Bookshelf have been numerous. 
Few, if any, on aspects of Swiss philately! These will all be in the 
Newsletter eventually. What I still need are articles to keep us going. 
A member in the USA got up from his sick bed to write an' article and it 
will be in next month. Where are the rest of you? I am still waiting for 
more suggestions for the 50th year front covers. You can lay out your 
pages of stamps for displays and competitions so why not a new front cover? 

Swiss Bookshelf distilled from A Goldingham, B H Harper, C Griffiths, 
K Reeves, L E Stiles, S R MacKenzie and others. 

Tresor de mon pays series by Editions du Griffon, Neuchatel, 1950s, a 
series of 50 page books on various areas of Switzerland. 
Switzerland - its railways and cableways, mountain roads and lake steamers 
by Cecil J Allen, republished as Swiss Travel(?) in the 1970s. 
Murray's Handbook for Travellers in Switzerland 1838 published in the 
Victorian Library series by the Leicester University Press as a facsimile 
about 1970. It mentions Unterseen "There are several pensions here, but 
they are not so good as those of Interlaken; in fact, they are altogether 
inferior establishments chiefly resorted to by Germans and Swiss! " 
La Suisse a vol d'avion/die Schweiz vom flug~ug aus prepared for Swissair 
in 1934(?) with 295 photographs by Walter Mittelholzer, each a real photo 
carefully stuck in place with accompanying text. 

Now the booklet I use most is the Ortsverzeichnis/Liste des localites 
which is the place to look if you don't recognise a cancel. I probably 
use it mo;;-than the small Zumstein or AMCO catalogues. A German/English 
dictionary or the German-English Philatelic Dictionary from the Germany 
Philatelic Society of the USA (try Eurostamps or Vera Trinder) is also 
useful but not complete as can be seen from my additions. Auction cata­
logues are also a source of useful information, but don't they weigh 
heavy, I need to reinforce the floor in the Editorial office! P H 

~ 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
Printed bv RPM Renro~ranhics (Chichester) Ltd., Chichester GB 
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TICINO (German Tessin) by James R Fahs 

Ticino, the southernmost Swiss canton, was recognized when Napoleon 
included Ticino in the 19 cantons he set up as the Confederation Helvetia. 
Ticino got its name from the River Ticino which flows through Lago 
Maggiore southward for 154 miles to merge with the River Po. The Romans 
occupied Ticino from 100 a.d. until 400 a.d. Then Ticino was occupied 
by Goths, Lombards and Franks. In the 15th century Swiss confederates 
took control from the overlordship of the Dukes of Milan, and Ticino 
became an independent canton. 

Because Ticino has large lakes and forested mountains less than 50% 
of Ticino is suitable for agriculture, and the people are dependent 
on the tourist trade. 

The city of Bellinzona was made the capital of Ticino in 1878. The 
city was a strategic centre for many years because it was a junction 
for roads headed south from the Alpine passes of St. Gotthard, San 
Bernadino and Locomango which could be barricaded at Bellinzona. 

The St. Gotthard mountains were accessible only by stage coaches. 
Large commercial shipments were not practicable until a rail tunnel was 
built through the St.Gotthard massif from Andermatt, Uri, to Airolo, 
Ticino, in 1881. A road tunnel, 11 miles long, between Andermatt and 
Airolo made Ticino even more accessible for tourists and commercial 
shipments. One can drive from Zftrich airport to Luga.no in 3 hours, and 
in an additional 30 minutes be in Como, Italy. Hourly express train~ 
from Ztirich stop at Luga.no and continue on to Rome and Milan. 

Because Ticino borders 
on Italy, 86% of the 
people speak Italian and 
are Catholics. In 1989 
my wife and I were in 
Luga.no for 4 days and 
experienced no language 
difficulties in shopping 
or dining. However, I 
have since found that 
Ticino stamp dealers and 
PTT officials expect c:::::> 

HBLV PHIL SOC N31:'lSL 49th year No.9 pp 65-72 London Sept.1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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letters in Italian. VISA card account numbers are accepted as a means of 
making modest-sized purchases. If a dealer does not accept VISA then an 
International Money Order can be used, but it is time consuming. 
Creating a balance with a dealer can help to avoid delays to shipments. 
Postal History - No cantonal Ticino stamps are listed in catalogues. 
Stampless covers are scarce, and those found usually have postmarks from 

-·--·--···---···-·· Bellinzona ( 1862, previous page) 

,~p-:;-r~~) 
~ .. ~ :~~~·~··.,:!~-~" ..... 

and Lugano (1869, left). Other 
unusual finds were a letter of 
June 1866 from 'La Direzione dell' 
Arsenale della Repubblica Cantone 
del Ticino and a cover with the 
oval cancel of Cevio. 

The most scarce and valuable 
philatelic items from Ticino are 
'stamps' from hotels in the alps. 
In the Zumstein Spezialkatalog 

er-.' there are illustrations of Piora­
Tal 1882 labels, one of which has 
a picture of a large hotel and 

the name 'Hotel & Pension Piora Pres Airolo Ct Tessin' on it. Airolo is 
a small town on the lower southside of the St. Gotthard massif and was 
the southern terminal for the coaches which came over from Andermatt. 
The stage coaches were unloaded at Airolo and equipped with fresh horses 
to make the trip over the mountains to -~dermatt. Stable facilities 
for scores of stage coaches and over 100 horses at Airolo and Andermatt 
are now gone. 

When 'Razorblade' postmarks were put in service Bellinzona was one 
of the places chosen and three varieties of this scarce eancel are shown 
in an article which appeared_Jn the Newsletter in 1993. 

SWITZERLAND 

Your Specialists with one of the best stocks -
easily accessible in Central London or by Post! 

POSTAGE DUE RARITIES FOR SALE: 

L 1916 "5" on 3c. surcharge (Zumst 38) 
with variety red obliteration mark and black 
"5" BOTH DOUBLY PRINTED. A most 

unusual variety, unmounted mint, (with light 
adhesion marks), signed Zumstein. £275.00 

2. 1897/1902 500c. The rare TYPE I in 
superb unm.mint marginal comer pair se­
tenant with a type II. Only one per sheet 
exists. Zumstein P22GB l+II, with Swiss 

Certificate. A gem! £ 1,300.00 

These as well as many other fine Swiss items 
available from: 

Air Mail Events - Covers for special 
flights between Swiss cities were 
issued between 1925 and 1930. On the 
next page is shown a cover flown 
from Bellinzona to Zftrich in August 
1927 during a meeting of International 
Flights Organizations. Covers from 
that event are listed on pages 555/6 
of the Zumstein Specialised. 
Also on the next page is a first 
flight cover that was flown when 
Swissair inaugurated a service from 
Locarno to Barcelona in 1940. This 
unusual route was probably established 
to expedite mail going to London and 
the US which might otherwise have 
had to pass through German censor­
ship. Barcelona and Lisbon were used 
in 1940-2 because there were ships 
available for mail to England and 
Pan American Airways flights from 
Lisbon to the US. 

It was possible to have mail from 
Switzerland which was destined for 
the US go to New York on Italian p 
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liners until Italy declared war on the US in December 1941. Theorecti~· 
cally mail from Ticino could have gone to the US on Italian ships. To 
date I have not seen any covers with Ticino postmarks which went by 
that route. 

A major feat in Swiss 
aviation history was Oscar 
Bider's flight over the Alps 
from Bern to Locarno in 1913. 
A souvenir cover was issued 
in 1963 honouring the 50th 
anniversary of Bider's flight. 

Cover from Bellinzona to 
Zftrich in August 1927. i::::--

First Flight cover 
from Locarno to 
Barcelona 10th April 
1940 (and return to 
Lucern?) V 

LIBRiRV ------
, 
; 

Commemorative Stamps and 
Semi-Postals 
Ticino was represented in 
early semi-postal .. stamps 
with the coat of arms on 
PJ 17. Two ladies from 
Ticino appear on PJ 9 & 
PJ 67. Lakeside scenery 
is shown in PJ 49 & Z 215, 
as well as Air 31. The 
Pro Patria issues show 
the tallest steeple in 
Ticino, St. Gottardo on 
PP 20, and a Ticino farm­
house on PP 41. Close 
study of a catalogue will 
find others on this theme. 

At the request of several members the 
following list is of recent additions 
to the Society's Library. All are now 
available for loan from the Librarian 
whose name and address are on the new 
programme cards sent out last month. 

British Postal Rates to Europe 1836-76, G Oxley (E); Die Post, ein Gesch~ft fur 
wen?, T Kloti (G); Transit Marks of Switzerland, E Rawnsley (E); Tell Pere Tell 
Fils, Dr B Morand (F); Beat Fischer von Reichenbach, M Moser (G); Schweizerische 
Orts-Lexikon (1933) A Jacot (G); Motivhandbuch Schweiz, Dr E Schlunegger (G); 
Ortsstempel der Ztircher Aussengemeinden, A Muller (G); Handbuch der Werbedatum-­
stempel Schweiz/Liechtenstein (199.3), G Balimann (F,G); Graubtinden durch die 
Lupe, J Gartmann (G); National Museum of the St Gotthard, Various (E); Cinquant­
enaire de l'Imprimerie des Timbres-Foste des PTT 1930-80, A Flilckiger & M Muller 
(E); Postal Cancellations and Markings in Switzerland, F Ganz (E); Pays d'Enhaut 
Bureaux de Paste Obliterations, L Vuille (F); S·wiss Army Ord.er of Battle 1914-
1918, (G); Landesaustellung 1914, G Schild & H Frankhauser (G). 
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PIONEER FLIGHTS 1913 by Evert Poel. Reprinted, with permission,_from 
Jungfraupost, journal of the 'Studiegroep Zwitserland, Nederland, and 
translated by R S Johnson. 

INTRODUCTION - It is December 1912. Political tensions increase hand over 
hand in Europe. There is an explosive atmosphere at the Swiss borders. An 
emergency landing by a German Zeppelin just over the French/Swiss border 
results in a war panic. The hotel guests flee home. 

This is the climate in which the Swiss government sets up a fund which 
will quickly lead to the establishment of a military air force. The 
'Nationale Flugspende' (Na~ional Air Fund) is born. The air force is, it 
is true, in its infancy, but can become a wholly necessary defence unit. 
From all sides money is collected. The Swiss PTT does its part by stimu­
lating postal flights, by the use of special air stamps and air postcards 
in support of the Nationale Flugspende. In this way 1913 saw 14 flying 
events with a postal input. The Pioneer Flights as they would later be 
called, are born. The organisation of these postal flights is in the 
hands of the local Flugspende committees. 

The National Committee chose the places for AVJATl.Otl .. ~~lUTAIRf 5UISSf 
action. In the end this results in postal flights 
in March in Basel, Bern, Burgdorf and Herisau; 
in April in Aarau and Liestal; in May in Langnau 
and Sion; in June in Biel, Lugano, Lausanne and 
Vevey. (The intended flight at Olten on 5th May, 
with preparation at a late stage, was cancelled 
at the last moment due to an accident to the 
flyer.) After the summer there were more postal 
flights at Solothurn, Grenchen and Laufen. The 
places named are the starting places. The 
'Flight Days' were named after the place the 
flights started. Due to the coming of winter 
and thus frost, two serious accidents with the 

Poste aerienne 

flyers Bider and Borrer occurred and the flights ended in 1913. A few 
meetings were organised in 19J4 (without. the carriage of mail) before 
the First World War broke out in the summer. The young Swiss Air Force 
went directly into active service. The pioneer flights in 1913 form an 
exciting collecting area for the philatelist. The scarcity and rela...;. 
tively primitive character both of the flights and the mail, make sure 
that the postal items have a pioneer character. We intend to continue 
in future issues of Jungfraupost to give the philatelic aspects of 
these pioneer flights; they have much to offer philatelists. 

Pioneer Flight Basel-Liestal on 9th March 1913 

It is near sunset on a cold late winter day as about 4000 (t) people 
have gathered on the 'Gitterli', a military training field in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Liestal. There is excitement as if all were 
conscious of an historic moment. The First Mail Flight in Switzerland! 
And what a flight! To be observed at close quarters and the mail would 
be thrown down in two packets, each of 10 kg. 

Vihile Oskar Bider, the star flyer (already!) , with his brother as a 
passenger, in a Bleriot monoplane flew over low some 20 minutes after 
leaving Basel; he let the packets drop one by one on different places• 
The mail, in total 4800 items, was gathered up by military personnel 
and taken to the post office in Liestal. 

Bider did not land in Liestal but flew, after an extra circuit above~ 
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the 'Gitterli' and applauded by the crowd, direct back the 30 km to 
Basel. The flying events were actually planned for the weekend of 1/2 
March but Bider could not be present then and proposed the 9th of March. 
The idea of a mail flight on the 9th of March was also ascribed to Bider. 

There were two people present on the field near Liestal (one as a 
small boy with his father) who were later to give aerophilately a 
great boost. The youngster was Max Kronstein, later to become the 
leading publicist and personality in the world of pioneer air mail. 
The other was Dr Robert Paganini, who had a great influence on the 
development of aerophilately in Switzerland. Their unique documentary 
collection is now housed in the PTT Museum in Bern. 
Philatelic Specialities - During the week prior to 9th March there 
were flying events (without carriage of mail) by well-known pilots 
such as Maffei and Audemars. There were announcements of the coming 
mail flights and, during the weekend, bands enlivened the festivities. 
At different places in the town there were special cards for sale, 
designed for the occasion, with a surcharge for the Nationale Flug­
spende 1913. They were sold in a folder of three. The 'stamp' produced 

for the mail flight of 
~~~i" .. ffiX·/;flt,.-Jt:?i~rt·~::··<:~~:;'~:'.":\~";5·"':·~~:-.~'<':~"'"':~~··sj 9th March, and approved 

by the postal auth­
orities, was compulsory 
for the Mail by air. 
The remainder of the 
carriage was covered 

· ' by the normal franking 
for letters and cards. 
The 'stamp' is in blue 
on white paper and 
shows a modern air­
craft above an alpine 
panorama at sunrise. 
(Issue 10 000.) The 
text refers to the 
Basler Flugtage 1 ,2 & 

9th March 1913 and carries the legend '1 Schweiz Flugpost' The airmail 
rate was 50c. There are noticeable colour variations in the stamp, but 
in spite of the short preparation time and the simple printing process 
no plate faults are known. The perforating did bring more difficulty. 
This is sometimes badly out of place and there are splendid double 
perforations. There is a scarce proof variety, black on thick paper. 

On the airfield at Basel, the 'Schfttzenmatte', the organising 
committee had set up a postal bureau where the air• stamps and normal 
stamps could be bought. The postal items were then handed in and had 
the special stamp affixed. The violet blue cancel also indicates the 
'First Swiss Airmail' and serves as a cancel for the ordinary franking. 
It is doubtful if the difference between the colours blue and violet 
quoted in the catalogues really exists. It is more a case of shades 
rather than two different cancel colours, depending on the background. 

The postal items from the flight Basel-Liestal are a very collectable 
area, not only for their beauty, diversity and scarcity, but also for 
their historical value. 
Readers should consult the relevant catalogues for illustrations of 
items mentioned in this series of articles. 
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Yet again Louis Vuille has produced a valuable piece of in-depth 
research into the postal history of Switzerland. For anyone who wants 
to know the 'ins and outs' of the postal service between France and 
Switzerland from 1807 to 1880 this is required reading. Fourteen pages 
detailing the French exchange offices, their marks, and the circular 
date stamps - even the reasons why some are in brown! Through the good 
offices of one of our members three copies of this article in the French 
revue 'Les feuilles Marcophiles' are now with the Society Librarian 
and available to members. 

BUNDESFEIER BASEL query last month. A member writes to say that Basel 
joined the Confederation in 1501, and possibly between the 12th and 15th 
July. They could have decided to celebrate their 400th year in the 
Confederation on their own date in 1901 and not on the usual 1st August. 

A member has sent a copy of a cover from Diepoldsau to Hamburg in 1932 
which has the departure eds and an octagonal 'PP' cancel as well as 
a straight line 'PORTO BEZAHLT', which would appear to be surplus to 
the requirements in view of the 'PP'. Is this a Swiss mark? 

The query about the Tobler and Suchard postcards has produced copies 
of ones from Chocolat Cailler, and another Tobler No. 222. There is 
obviously a lot more research to be done in this field, not only from 
the postal history 'side' of the cards. Does any member know of a Swiss 
catalogue that is more up-to-date than the one produced by K!ppeli in 
1985, or the earlier Fildier one? 

Someone else asks about the Bundesfeier card Z 82, Herdsman taking Oath, 
bearing the additional inscription for the Inauguration of the Federal 
Archives in Schwyz. What is the status of this card and how many were 
issued? It does not appear to be overprinted on the original. 

It seems that only two members subscribe to the SBZ. Do the rest of you 
rely on the Newsletter? You can see from this month's issue what two 
members have done to help as far as articles to keep you informed. It 
is still not enough to create a reserve. Is there no one out there who 
is doing original research into something? Are we to become an outlet 
for 'repeats' just like the 'tele'? One answer is to put the illustrations 
in full size, but you get less information that way. 

A member asks how to distinguish the modern gum on Swiss stamps as it 
looks the same as a stamp with no gum. An examination of a mint Frama 
label here showed faint signs of a fingerprint, so be careful! 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

rii!Pl.­
~ ~ 

Your assistance is now required to stock me up with Postal History 
and Postal History Covers. I have not been disappointed in the past 
so please help me this time. I am on holiday from the 5th to the 14th 
of September but you can meet me at Thatcham on the 16th, Woking on 
the 23rd, Dunstable on the 24th and Greenford on the 30th. 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that on the 4th December Liechtenstein will install their first Frama 
ATM dispensers, one at each of 12 POs in the Duchy, but with the sen­
sational new Frama system - tried out in Denmark last year - namely 
with 11 multi-coloured pictures printed one after the other on the roll 
of white paper. The stamp value only is printed on site, in black, not 
in red as before. Small marks electronically control the exact cut-off 
of each stamp. The pictures themselves, of the arms of each of the 11 
commune~, will be released in a month or so. Watch this ~pace. 
- that this brilliant idea opens up all sorts of possibilities. Could 
all the 2500-odd Fram.a dispensers in Switzerland issue stamps with only 
the pictures of that village on them? What would forgers make of it? 
Would collectors be pleased? 
- that at the beginning of August Luzern put it's up-dated letter coding 
and sorting installation back into service, now including the video 
operator's personal number. Only Bern and Lausanne have yet to be up­
dated to ILV level. 
- that more details of the proposed new rates for 1996 are seeping out. 
It seems that the age-old maximum weight for letters of 250g (above 
would be a parcel) is being broken, i.e., letters above 150g will cost 
more. Also covers larger than B5 will cost more too. 
- that the 'Express' and 'EMS' services will be reorganized, meaning 
the loss of 200 jobs (they say) and not likely to be cheaper. 
- that the next exhibition in the PTT Museum in Bern will be based on 
the extensive collection donated last year by Max Keller, 'Pre-Philately 
of Canton Zftrich'. His widow has written out in modern German the 
contents of many of these letters, which go back to the 16th century. 
Sure to be very interesting; from the 29th August to the 12th November. 
- that the 80c value of the new Cinema stamps shows the actress playing 
the part of Anna G~ldin who was not only the last witch to be beheaded 
in Switzerland (Glarus), but also in Europe, namely in 1782. This 
information I gleaned not from the PTT handout, but from the supplemen­
tary volume - issued at the BT 95 - 'Motivhandbuch Schweiz' in which 
all Swiss stamps are described in detail, 1991-1995. 
- that the PTT have announced the winner of the poll-cum-draw run during 
the BT 95 in which all the participants had an equal chance (you did 
not have to tip the most popular stamp) see figures 1 - 4; note that 
No. 2 got a lot of support as a result of many silly articles in papers. 
- that two recent K-cancels are interesting for different reasons. The 
one for Bern Scha:nzenpost documents the move from the historic 'old UPU' 
site to a counter in the HPO (as in Luzern), at least the picture 
remains the same. The Nftrensdorf one shows the small chapel of St. 
Oswald on the old Roman road from Turicum to Vitodurum, in which the 
wall paintings were restored in 1400, but the date of construction is 
not recorded. The FD of the cancel, designed by the postmaster, is the 
Saint's day of Oswald. 'Breite' is the location. ~'\SCH-4~ 

~ ~ 
Q;j ~ 

2 18.-9.95--9 g 
~ PHILATELIE l'I -i 
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If you bought a copy of POSTAL CANCELLATIONS AND MARKINGS IN SWITZERLAND 
by the late Dr Felix Ganz then read the contents of the box below. 

Postal Cancellations and Markings made their appearances at the larger offices. They are 
all of a uniform type <Fig. 1 7) inasmuch as they 

--=i=n=-=S::..w~i:..:t:.:Z::.;e:::.r=la=n=-d=-------'b'"">Y._' 1;;...·.;:;e..;.;h;;..'\:;.... "'"(1"'"'·a_1_L_-91 feature a Swiss cross (in Liechtenstein. the national 
Supplement to Part 47. page 113. coat of arms) (Fig. 18) in the upper semi-circle and 

(Ed. note: The following is information that was below the town's name. and below the date bridge 
inadvertently left out of the above book by Felix Ganz. (always with indication of the hour) there is a 
It is printed here in the hope that it gets disseminated semi-bold. unseriffed P.P. (where normally the postal 
to the many purchasers. If you know of anyone that district number and the canceller's number or let.t.er 
purchased a book, but does not receive TELL. please would be found). 
sent. them a copy of this article.) Large business firms. or mailers of large mailings. 

These first P.P. eds. remained in use well into the may bypass the time-consuming (for the post office) 
1950s. and the dateless octagon is still in use today cancellation of each individual piece of mail; and just 
from ·the tiniest offices. But in the 1920s several as there are mass mailing permits available in the 
newer types came into use, without fleurons (Fig. 5) United States, similar arrangements are in existence 
akin to Fig. 2, or (Fig. 6) akin to Fig. 3. These were in the Swiss and Liechtenstein postal systems. 
followed by types with a Swiss cross between town Thus one may find, especially on bulletins or 
name and date bridge (Fig. 7) as well as by a few magazines. printed together with the periodical"s title. 
isolated types with stars at left and right of the date etc., in a variety of forms, but usually in a rectangle. 
bridge (Fig. 8). Zurich's central office (Zurich 1) also the P.P. and the town name (Fig. 19). Such mail need 
utilized a dateless octagonal device NEXT to the not go through any cancellation process. but is usually 
respective cancellations reading P.P. ZURICH 1. prebundled or sacked (and weighed rather than 
(Fig.9. 2 slightly varying letters; one of them struck counted). 
ON a printed matter rate 3cts. stamp). A similar Other firms and mailers of large quantities of 
Liechtenstein strike is shown in Fig. 10. identical pieces use privately produced rubber stamps 

In the mid-1950s, or thereabouts many smaller 
offices (in Switzerland and Liechtenstein) received 
what is best described as "clip-on" P.P. devices that 
were attachable to those offices' regular eds. (Figs. 
11-14). The initial clip-on type letters were seriffed, 
and the use of this device occurred with a great 
variety of eds. Sometimes one gets the impression that 
in some offices a really old canceller was unearthed 
from some drawer and the P.P. device left on 
permanently. In other offices, (especially where only 
one eds. was available), the P.P. clip was slid on and 
taken off upon demand. 

A newer type of"clip-on" P.P. device has been seen 

F1.g, 18 

(just as there are mailer's permit rubber stamps in this 
country). These devices, of which a number are 
reproduced under Figure 20, are found in almost any 
color as well as size. Most of them are boxed. Some. 
however, imitate the octagonal, neutral device of the 
smallest towns; Others spell out £ORTO ~AGATO, 
~ORT ~AYE, or GEBUHR BEZAHLT ... and as long as 
the post office gets its money upon posting of such a 
large mailing, nobody cares what the P.P. marking 
looks like. Collecting these private marking would be 
quite an. undertaking (of the waste basket type 
collecting because no one seems to be interested in 
keeping these items. 

used together with the new eds. 
(with postal direction number), 
and this seriffed and slightly 
larger bold face type probably 
was issued to the respective 
offices when they exchanged 
their old type eds. for the new. 

BEATENB.ER.G' pp ® :.: _-.: i>.)>~·.::;·. ~--

Flg.19 

numbered ones. Figures 15 and 
16 show two similar examples of FL-S.fSI NEllDELN 
this later type. 

Upon issuance of the regular 
eds. with postal direction 
number the current type of 
"postage prepaid" date strikes 

May 1995 

PP 

P.P. 
4710 Klus 

Glarus 

Fig, 20 
...,C,,...H~U~R=-"'.:.2~1 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

In accordance with the Society's Rules NOTICE is hereby given that the 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on WEDNESDAY 8th November 1995 at 
6.30 p.m. prompt at the _Victory Services Club, Seymour St., London WC2. 

AGENDA 1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9th November 
1994 and published in the Helvetia Philatelic Society News­
letter of December 1994 

2 Matters arising from the Minutes 
3 Chairman's Address 
4 Hon. Secretary's Report 
5 Hon. Treasurer's Report and Statement of Accounts 
6 Hon. Packet Secretary's Report 
7 Election of Officers and Members of the Society's Committee 

for 1995/6 
8 Motions and Resolutions 
9 Any Other Business 

NOMINATIONS 

Nominations for the Election of Officers and Members of the Committee, 
i.e •. , Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, and (not 
exceeding) TWELVE Members of the Committee, should be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary IN WRITING to reach him not later than Monday 6th November 1995 

RESOLUTIONS 

Any member desiring to move a Resolution or Motion 
Meeting must give notice IN WRITING, enclosing the 
ution, to the Hon. Secretary Not less than 14 days 
General Meeting. 29th September 1995 

at the Annual General 
text of the resol­
before the Annual 

R A Hoyle Hon. Secretary 
C P Mistely Chairman 

ALL MEMBERS who can are asked to attend this meeting, when they have 
the opportunity to criticise the running of the Society and to put 
forward suggestions for future policy. 

The AGM will be followed by an AUCTION. 

H:ELV PHIL SOC HEWSL 49th year No.10 PP 73-80 London Oct.1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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In view of the number of queries I have received over the years I felt 
that the following article, from the July 1995 issue of Tell, the Journal 
of the American Helvetia Philatelic Society, should be published here. 
Charles LaBlonde is also a member of our Society and his research is 
particularly important in this field. Any members who have items 
with these marks on them are asked to send photocopies either to the 
Editor or direct to Charles LaBlonde. The more we have the better the 
follow-up research can be and the better our understanding of the postal 
systems of the time. You may have the missing link in your box of cards 
or covers so please look now. 

The Geneva Distribution Numbers 
Finally an Explanation by Charles J. LaBlonde 

Since embarking on my Geneva adventure .. ; ... 
many years ago, I have been fascinated by 
these mysterious numbers that appeared on 
mail addressed t.o Geneva shortly after 1870 
and disappeared again in the mid-1880s. Ques­
tions t.o many experts about these mystery 
numbers generally resulted in the explana­
tion, "Well, these are just the Geneva distribu­
tion numbers for incoming mail." 

. ~ -A Postkarte. /~_· ..... 
'U' Carte postale. - Cartolina postale. (~) 

My problem has always been t.o establish 
exactly what sort of "distribution" was being 
numbered. In an effort t.o answer this, I have 
assembled nearly 200 examples of the num­
bers over the years, then tried t.o analyze the 
patt.ems of the numbers. Herewith a summary 
of my findings: 

The numbers appear in red and black, on 
the front and on the reverse of correspondence, some­
times (rarely) on the stamp, more often on postcards 
than on lett.ers, in both solid and dott.ed versions, gen­
erally not very clear, some numbers much rarer than 
others. 

The red vs. black color of the distribution numbers 
was fairly easy t.o figure out ... all marks before the 
founding of the UPU in 1875 are red and all those af­
ter the UPU are black. Other postal markings follow 
this pattern. But the color sheds no light on the real 
purpose of the numbers. 

FIGURE 2 -14November1884, posted in Geneva 
at 4 PM, received in Carouge at 4 PM, for Delivery 5. 

~7 ·····----··············· ·························-": ································ ... -

FIGURE 1 · 5 December 1881, posted in Geneva at 
6 PM, arrived in Carouge at 6 PM, just in time for 
the last delivery of the day, Delivery 6. 

We should also note in passing that the distribu­
tion numbers on the front or on the reverse seems t.o 
show no patt.em over the years. The same can be said 
for the solid vs. the dott.ed borders ... their appearance 
is random, although the solid borders seem more com­
mon in the early days. 

The overwhelming occurrence on postcards re­
mains a mystery t.o me. 

My att.empts at understanding the purpose of the 
numbers have always been aimed at treating the 
numbers as lett.er carrier routes for delivery of the 

mail within the city. I spent many hours with 
maps, pinpointing the various addresses on the 
mail and trying t.o correlate these locations with 
the distribution numbers. This never proved 
very satisfact.ory, due to many incomplete ad­
dresses (i.e., people's names, but no street names 
or numbers ... at that time in Geneva, everyone 
was known!). My geographic theory of lett.er car­
rier route numbers really fell apart on the day I 
found four postcards t.o the same company, at the 
~ address, with four different distribution 
numbers. 

Recently, with the help of a large lot of Ge­
neva distribution numbers from the Rolli auc­
tion, I began t.o look at the time of day relative 
t.o the numbers. (Continued~) 
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Geneve Distribution Numbers (Cont.) 

This is a problem since very few pieces of the mail 
were backstamped. But, those pieces that had back­
stamps containing the time showed a distinct correla­
tion with the distribution numbers. 

I then examined all the local covers and cards, 
posted in Geneva for Geneva or Carouge, with timed 
cancels, but with no backstamps. Once again, the cor­
relation between posting time and distribution num­
bers was striking. 

Finally I examined letters and cards to Geneva 
from nearby towns (such as Lausanne), towns that 
would have frequent rail connections to Geneva, and 
from which approximate arrival times in Geneva 
could be estimated. 

All three methods, along with the percentages 
noted later, led to a picture of the distribution num­
bers as time of delivery markings. Once again, 
based upon my current holdings, I estimate the mean­
ing of the six distribution numbers as follows: 

1 - Arrival/Delivery before 7 AM 
2 - Arrival/Delivery between 7 AM and 10 AM 
3 - Arrival/Delivery between 10 AM and Noon 
4 - Arrival/Delivery between Noon and 3 PM 
5 - Arrival/Delivery between 3 PM and 5 PM 
6 - Arrival/Delivery after 5 PM. 

Having derived a theory based upon some­
what limited evidence, one must then ask 
whether the theory stands the test of common 
sense. Let's examine that angle briefly. 

I am assuming 6 mail deliveries per day in 
Geneva at that time. This is not unreasonable. 
The evidence points to Delivery 1 as the largest 
and most important, with letters posted in town 
in the evening as well as letters arriving by 
train in the late evening and during the night. 

The theory requires more data to support it. 
I hope to find some information on the railroad 

FIGURE 5 -11January1873, local postcard posted at 
11 AM for Delivery 3 (red, on reverse, shown at right). 

New 'K' cancels 

. - .,,, . < ... ·'!!" .·· 
. ; 

\. 1 
• 

.... , .... - . 1 

FIGURE 3. 13February1872, Geneva local letter 
posted at 5 PM. Delivery 5 (red) on reverse. 

FIGURE 4. 18 October 1884, reply card from Ve­
rona, Italy, to Carouge, arrived 1 PM for Delivery 4. 
Note Ambulant transit mark, 19October10 PM. 

schedules from this era By exanumng the train 
schedules from other Swiss towns to Geneva, other ar­
rival times can be established and compared with the 
distribution numbers. 

(Continued on page 77) 
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The Swiss Specialists 

AUTUMN STAMPEX 1995 
(THE BRITISH PlllLATELIC EXHIBITION) 

10th-15th October 

P. 0. BOX 242 
LONDON, N2 OYZ 
ENGLAND 

0 BOTH HALLS ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY l::lzl.!A:IJIJl.M..a)o;ll~ 
Greycoat Street and Vincent Square, London, S. W.1 

Times of opening 
Tuesday, 10th October 12 noon-7 pm; Wednesday, 11th October 10.30 am-7pm. 

Thursday, 12th October 10.30 am-7 pm; Friday, i3th October 10.30 am-7pm. 
Saturday, 14th October 10.30 am-7 pm; Sunday, 15th October 10.30 am-Spm. 

Come and see us on stand No. 49 
Our superb stock of Swiss Stamps 

wi 11 as usual be avai I able 
for your perusal 

We shall also have some highly 
interesting BARGAIN COLLECTIONS 
on offer - please ask to see them 
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(from page 7 5) 
The table below gives a statistical sum­

mary of the Geneva distribution numbers 
known tome. 

Earliest- 9December1871 
Latest - 17 January 1885 
Red-26% 

Black· 74% 
Front- 76% 

Reverse - 24 % 
Solid- 45% 

Dotted- 55% 
Letters - 7% 

Postcards - 93% 
1 - 37% 2-11 % 
3-18% 4-20% 
5-12% 6-2% 

> 

. r r;t::·. 
[ · 9e.· ·. · Carte-correspondance~· · ~~:.· ..... \ 
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..ldresse. - Indtriuo. . · · · · 
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t· ~'dfr~~ ~ . .-it'. .. .: . ..-..c. ....... ··-·· ~ ·-
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FIGURE 8 - 16 June 1878, postcard to Carouge, 
posted at 9 AM, in time for Delivery 2. 

FIGURE 7 - 6 August 1884 postcard from Territet 
to Carouge, received 7August1884 6 AM, in time 
for the early Delivery 1. 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY 

In the July and Septem­
ber DYK columns mention 
was made of new thematic 
books about Swiss stamps. 
These are now with the 
Editor and will be sent 
on to the Hon. Librarian. 
They contain just the 
information needed to 
write up a Swiss collec­
tion. If they could be 
combined with the Zum­
stein Specialised Cata­
logue, and perhaps then 
broken down into smaller 
volumes, all the infor­
mation we need would be 
there. The effort that 
has gone into producing 
these volumes will ben~ 
efit collectors for many 
years to come. German 
only, but very useful. 

• 

TERRI'rET 

/~fl'-.; 

f . '··"·-· 
. fJ.~::.· . .,, "n ... , 

·~·------~ 

--·A·r.iL..R"'-12.t!~...:..-...... -··---·~··· .. -· 

FIGURE 8 - Letter posted Geneva 29 October 
1878 9 PM, marked for the next day, Delivery 1 
in Sieme, east of Carouge. For some reason Ca­
rouge could not deliver until Delivery 2 (note 
Sieme is a small settlement, out in the coutry) .. 
But the addressee had moved to Geneva. 
Geneva arrival postmark 30 October 1878 4 
PM, Delivery 4. 

Those of you who own mail with a Geneva distri­
bution number, please send me photocopies. I will 
pay for your reproduction and postage costs. 

YET MORE K-CANCELS 
FROM THE PTT 
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Northern Group. 
September is always a "slack" month where attendance is concerned as invariably 
some members are still away on holiday. Nevertheless those who were present 
for the first meeting enjoyed a most entertaining afternoon under the title of 
"Members Choice". Mr. R.A.Hoyle for whom Basler Taube 95 was a first major 
International Philatelic Exhibition gave an enthusiastic description of his impressions, 
with a display of photographs taken, and items purchased at that event. 
Photographs of the Bundesfeier celebration on the 1st August in the village of 
Rickenbach, near Winterthur, was the offering of our Chairman, Mr.P. Vaughan; 
Mr.D.Hope displaying a selection of material - stamps, cards, cancellations and 
airmail covers of the 1939 National Exhibition whilst Mr .D. Whitworth dealt with 
the definitive issues, 1908-30, of Helvetia with Sword, Tell and Tell Boy. Finally, 
there were items of a more unusual nature by Mr.I.Gilchrist, postmarks and other 
types of cancellations by the forger Fournier, plus genuine items from the First 
World War postal stationery, ration cards, etc. 
The next meeting on October 7th will be dealing with the topic of "Censored Mail", 
a warm invitation being offered to any Northern member - or further south for 
that matter - who may not yet have attended one of our meetings. 

D.C. 

QUERIES - this one from our member Mr D A Dixie. He has a Court summons 
which was apparently served by post on a Herr Dreifuss of Rheinf elden 
in 1882, he signed for receiving it. It carries stamps to the value of 
45c (10c & 25c, Z46 & 49 and 10c Z55) all cancelled 26 V 82 X-. Does any 
reader of the Newsletter know how the 45c was decided? Is a fee involved 
in addition to the postage? It would also be interseting to decipher the 
script to know the reason for the summons! D A D 

-~~·-·~ . 

Zastr.11 olle .M .lffl.h 

forie.\lit~r i•t. 

... ~ .... .._ 

Der EmphUJ.ger:, 
,..,.:."' . 

~ .7 

Prop: ~ff Hublxud EUROSTAMPS Ts: 071-794 8078 

P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW62JP 

If you have any money left over after Stampex - come and see me 
at WIMBLEDON on 21st Oct, LEICESTER on 22nd,SITTINGBOURNE on 28th 
& DUNSTABLE on the 29th. I shall be at SWINDON again on 4th 
November. My stock of picture postcards is gradually getting 
bigger for those building a Heimat collection. 
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DID YOU KNOW? M Rutherfoord 

- that according to the Swiss Radio the British Isles are in a state 
of chaos due to the change from lbs to kgs. Of course philatelists 
know that they were in the forefront of this change when, more than 
140 years ago, they accepted that perforations be measured in teeth 
per 2 cm! And kiloware is kiloware whatever it weighs. 
- that the PTT is in trouble, this time for printing the new A-mail 
90c stamp (issue date 28.11.95) before parliament had decided on the 
increases for 1996. A stamp booklet with ten such stamps (with cut 
edges) was shown on the Swiss TV evening news. In spite of many ex­
amples in other countries the PTT refuse to consider 'A' stamps without 
the value shown on them. 
- that at OLMA in St Gallen (12 to 22 October) there will be the usual 
special cancellation, ever:y year different, and the second special 
postcard, both by the same artist, H Schweizer. 
- that George Guignard of Yverdon is about to produce a book on the 
PTT labels, used for a multitude of purposes. A provisional list, with­
out illustrations, is in the PTT Librar:y. As the PTT itself has only 
a sketchy collection, this is a ver:y difficult project, and the pre­
vious attempt by Ed Rtt.ttimann, covering 1882-1943, is long overtaken. 
If anyone has a strange label, or any label with the dated tab attached, 
please send a copy to me, or the Editor, for passing on. 
- that the PTT has put its first double-decker yellow postal coach 
into service, on the popular route St Gallen to Heiden, with 89 seats. 
- that 'Zack', the quarterly magazine for Junior Philatelists, has 
devoted its latest issue to Aids; all stamps issued with this theme 
are discussed in three languages, together with all the medical infor­
mation needed today. A brave and really worthwhile effort. 
- that new issues of the PLZ lists, numerical and alphabetical, were 
available free from about June 1995. Also the OV for 1995 at CHF 3-. 
Order from me, via the Editor. 
- that the PTT-printed Europa stamps of 16.5.95, and the new CH/FL 
stamp of 5.9.95, have no selvedge notes or signs, trimmed off I guess, 
so that identification of individual sheets is not possible. The PTA 
does not help much, it gives some more details, but in the latter case 
leaves out the obvious yellow colour of a ver:y complex stamp. All of 
them, I think, are good. 
- that one can ask "'YVhy does the 180c Telecom 95 stamp not look Swiss?". 
It is because the border is coloured, for the first time, if one does 
not count the beige background of the early PJ stamps. 
- that the canceller for '7551 Vinadi' (Swiss-Austrian frontier) shown, 
had a curious history in that the Vinadi PO had been unused since 1962, 
i.e., before the PLZ system was introduced. This canceller had lain 
unused in nearby Martina for years until, perhaps, a cancel collector 
demanded a strike as it was listed in the PLZ booklets. Only in 1970 
was the Vinadi PO declared officially closed. The previous cancel, 
without PLZ, was issued in 1944 when the old name 'Weinberg' was 
changed to the Romansch 'Vinadi'. Who has a Vinadi cancel without PLZ? 

K·J445 8725 Ernetschwil 

SG 12.6.95 
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K CANCEL UPDATE by Charles J LaBlonde 
This is a follow-up t.o the last list of K cancels which appeared in the Sept.ember 1994 Tell. That list 

included all K numbers for the first half of1994. It also included a mistake (my apologies). The first it.em in the 
list (6313 Menzingen) should have been numbered K 469b. This list will show the rest of the 1994 cancels as 
well as the first half of 1995. 

This year a number of postal codes (PLZ) are changing, many of which affect K cancels. I faxed the PTI' t.o 
ask whether all the affect.ed K cancels would be delivered in their subscription and they assured me that that 
we would get all the changes. This is the reason for taking out a PTI' K cancel subscription. 

Recall that the individual postal districts are still in charge of their own K cancels. The cancels are issued 
without numbers and the Swiss Cancel Collect.or's Society assigns the numbers lat.er. The PTT continues t.o 
make a mess out of the K cancel business. 

K1408 
K1409 
K642b 
K1410 
K1411 
K1412 
K1413 
K1414 
Kl415 
Kl416 
K1417 
K1418 
K1419 
K1420 
K1421 
K1422 
K1423 
K1424 
K1425 
K1426 
K328a 
K1427 
K1428 
K1429 
K1430 
K1431 
K1432 
K537a 
K1433 
K1434 
K106c 
Kl435 
K1436 
K1437 
K1438 
K1439 
K1440 
K 24c 
K417a 
K559a 
K931a 
K1441 
K1442 
K1443 
Kl444 

763 Darst.ett.en 01 Sep 1994 
1958 St-Leonard 09Sep1994 
5626 Hennetschwil 1 7 Sep 1994 
2714 Les Genevez 16Sep1994 
6512 Giubiasco 24Sep1994 
8570 Weinfelden 30Sep1994 
5312 Dottingen 01Oct1994 
2335 Les Bois 15 Oct 1994 
6331 Hiinenberg 31 Oct 1994 
8889 Plons 07 Nov 1994 
8360 Eschlikon TG 11Nov1994 
6287 Aesch LU 28 Nov 1994 
4123 Allschwil 2 24 Nov 1994 
4123 Allschwil 3 24Nov1994 
1800Vevey1 10Dec1994 
8595 Altnau 03Jan1995 
4613 Rickenbach SO 16 Jan 1995 
5034 Suhr 23 Jan 1995 
1227 Carouge GE 01 Feb 1995 
3037 Herrenschwanden 10Feb1995 
8620Wet.zikonZH1 24Feb1995 
4411 Seltisberg 06 Mar 1995 
4413 Buren SO 06Mar1995 
4512 Bellach 06Mar1995 
4 707 Deitingen 06 Mar 1995 
8363 Bichelsee 13Mar1995 
8634 Hombrechtikon 13 Mar 1995 
6078 Lungem 16 Mar 1995 
8524 Uesslingen 03Apr1995 
4554 Et.ziken 10 Apr 1995 
391 7 Kippel 1 O Apr 1995 
9400 Rorschach 27 Apr 1995 
3968 Veyras 29Apr1995 
3781 Turbach 01May1995 
2932 Coeuve 05May1995 
1031 Mex VD 13May1995 
8708 Mannedorf 26 May 1995 
5080 Laufenburg 29 May 1995 
5330 Zurzach 29 May 1995 
5436 Wurenlos 29May1995 
5070 Frick 29 May 1995 
5463 Wislikofen 29 May 1995 
3661 Uet.endorf 29May1995 
8195 Wast.erkingen 01Jun1995 
5064 Wittnau 12 Jun 1995 

A collection of Suchard postcards 
sold for CHF 22 000 recently. 
What have you in your shoeboxes? 

SWITZERLAND 
When you find yourself in London ..... 

·VISIT OUR SHOP! 
We are but a stone's throw from Trafalgar 
Square Post Office, right opposite the Eng­
lish National Opera, the "Coliseum". You 

will alwyas find a welcome in the shop, and 
a chance to browse through all our stocks of 

Swiss (and other) stamps, covers, lots, 
blocks etc. Many new items sell in the shop 
long before they find their way into one of 

our lists of offers. 
Nearest Stations are: BR Charing Cross, Under­

ground: Leicester Sq. or Trafalgar Sq. 
Opening Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 10.30am-6pm. 

Saturday: 10am-3pm. 

ST AMPEX (Oct. 10-15) STAND 62. Hall 2 
During Stampex the shop is CLOSED. 

Visit us instead at the show. Free tickets against 
s.a.e. (not valid Tues.). Shop reopens 16.0ct.12noon 

L..L.'-.J 1J/'"\r\.L.vv11 L.. 1 u. 

P.O.Box 791, HASSOCKS, W.Sussex BN6 8PZ, 
Tel.& Fax: (01273) 845501 

SHOP: 110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Square, 
London WC2N 4AZ (Tel. 01712401963) 

A TOPICAL FISCAL~ 

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Britain 
"Printed bv RPM Renro.Q'ranhics (Chichester) Ltd .. Chichester GB 
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SWISS METER MARKS M Rutherf oord 

These marks are also known as Business Franks, and they are always in 
red, as prescribed by the UPU, and always have 'PP' in the value frame, 
to indicate postage paid. Not only was this method of pre-payment, i.e., 
stampless, designed to simplify office routines, but also to prevent 
(or reduce) pilfering from the stamp box by staff, and thereby replace 
the older, 1870s, perfins. The PO would accept perfin and red-franked 
mail only if handed in by a firm's representative, and would tax such 
letters if dropped into a letter box. -.;< --.;,. . , 

.· ... ,, ... 
. . ' 

EIDGENOSSISCHE.BANK. _j 

<AKTI ENGESELLSC!i"FT> 
Figure 1 ··ZORICH 

--;-'t --~"."·· 

·- .... : .. :..· ~--· ~-· .· ::.- ...... 

' '? 

Two machine suppliers were given concessions in 1922, but only in 1923 
did they come into use, with fixed value dies which had been designed 
for all possible values by the famous engraver Karl Bickel. These had 
to be date stamped by the PTT, it was only a few years later that eds 
dies could be included. See figure 1, above. These early date dies had 
inserts for the day, month and year, not adjustable wheels, figure 2. 
This came in 1929, wi.th an advertis~ng possibility too. Only the. latter 
belonged to the owner of the machine, the dater and the value dies are 
provided by the PTT, and purchased, but belong to the PTT. for ever, and 
may not be changed in any way. 

The value die is always on the right, today the date is the next to 
the left, then the advertising. In the 1930s the adverts were often 
between the value and the dater dies, as well as on the left. See 
figures 3, 4 and 5. _ 

So far four different value dies have been used each having a 'matchin~ 

date die. However, there are numerous variations and combinations. 
These are all shown in the book 'Freistempel-Katalog Schweiz' by Heiner 
Durst, who has spent practically his whole philatelic life on this 
subject alone. At the top of the next page are the main combinations, 

HELV PHIL SOC NE\i-SL 49th year No .1_1 pp 81-88 London Nov .1992 I_~~~ 0_~51 ~0001 
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Type 1 
1923 - c'71 

Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter 

Type 2 
1929 - c'75 

~1~9~ 
-p- ·01·0 . p 
=:i : ' = 
-~HELVETIA~ 

413.9 / 

Type 3 
1936 -

~~;J\lW~ 
== c:::=.. 
p 020 p 

==:I c:=:: 

~HELVETIA~ 
5277 

~~UX·o 
·"<~~ 
-.../ 0 

g 4.Xl.&8 5 
T'1 (/) . c-\\:117" 

* JI. * 

November 1995 

Type 4 
1969 -

The repetition of the machine number (4142 in figure 3) in the lower 
segment of the date die was discontinued in the 1960s to prevent any 
confusion with the PLZ. The 'M' denotes 'meter'. The advertising die is 
sometimes of interest to thematic or heimat collectors, but it is not 
an official PTT cancellation as are the other two. 

~ Figure 2 Figure 3 z~~ 
~ 

...J 4.X.5l 

Figure 4 Figure 5 
~~-----, 

p 0030 p~~ 
= c:= ~-
~ HELVITIA~ 3M 4860 ....._ _____ _ 

~c:?Wl§ 

! 00020 ! 
~HELVETIA~ 

4142 

Swiss franking by machine has six features which are (perhaps?) unique: 
a) Only in Switzerland is payment made to the PO after the letters have 
been sent off, in that every month the meter is read off and entered on 
a card which goes to the local PO which either sends a bill or deducts 
the amount from the £irm's giro account. A visual check by the PO is 
made only every 3 to 4 months. In other countries pre-payment is de­
manded, so that when the credited amount in the machine runs out, it stops. 
b) Because the first machines had no date dies it is still allowed to 
send in ietters which have to be cancelled by the PO. This does help the 
office routine and, say, representatives working away from base. I 
wonder how long this will last, as it is inconvenient to the PO (fig 6&7). 
c) In 1929 a curious code number was introduced, on request. The reason 
was that the firm's address was required on all letters, but in special 
circumstances the sender did not want his name made clear to the PO, 
and neighbours, so instead of using the machine number this special code 
was created. It is preceeded by the postal regional number in Roman 
figures I to XI (as on the cancellers), but the numbers were centrally 
fixed. The highest was about 5500 when this system was discarded in 1985 
when the machine numbering system was decentralised to the postal re­
gions (PK). Examples can be found where one can see that a firm or in­
stitution could use the same code number for all their machines, each 
having it's own number (see figures 8 and 9). 
d) The machine number remains with an owner even when he exchanges an 
_,..:J ---i......:-.- ~-- - ._ _ _.,. __ T'l'\,.,.r1,.,., "..,... o""tTo'lt""l ~n..,.. o1'i.nt:l1c"'Y' m!::ilrc 
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~M~ 
Messinstrumen~e 

Figure 6 4 Figure 7 <I' 

Figure SP Figure 9~ 

das 
SCHWEIZERFABRIKAT 

~ = = p 00.50 p 
= = 
~HELVET1A~ 

10524 
: VIII 3169 : 

~~ 
= = 
p 030 p 
= = 
~HELVETIA~ 

4514 

T.Tachine Nos: 10524, 13328. Code Nos: VIII 3169, VII 4991. PLZ: 8126, 6014 

e) Decentralised ~achine numbers were introduced in steps during 1985/6 
when the old numbering system had reached about 23 300, so that the new 
numbers start at 30 000 (see the table). 
f) As far as I know a further feature is unique to Swiss .Machines, that 
is a symbol or letter can be inserted at will, so to speak, by oper­
ating a lever easily accessible on the machine, and again removed-:.when 
not needed for the next item. This was a * to indicate lower-rate, non­
fast publicity matter etc, as UK 2nd class mail. In use from March 1984 
until January 1991, when it was superseded by the A and B mail. Here 
an 'A' could be inserted to indicate 'fast', i.e., UK 1st class. (10&11) 
If there are any questions, please let the Editor kn.ow. If some 
examples are needed I can probably supply for the cost of the postage. 
Older ones are difficult to find today and can cost quite a lot at 
auction. It is, however, an interesting area of philately and not easy 
to find the specialities. 

TABLE 

PK Centre Nos. 

III Bern 30 000 
v Basel 40 000 
VI Aarau 50 000 
x Chur 55 000 
XI Bellinzona 57 000 
VII Luzern 60 000 
I Gen eve 65 000 
II Lausanne 70 000 
VIII Ztirich 80 000 
IX St.Gallen 90 000 
IX F.L'stn 94 500 

IV Neuchatel 95 000 

v 

Figure 10 

Figure 11 

Available 

10 000 
10 000 

5 000 
2 000 
3 000 
5 000 
5 000 

10 000 
10 000 
4 500 

500 

5 000 

PLZ 

3 •• 
4 •• 
5 •• 
7 •• 
65. 
6 •• 
12. 
1 • • 
8 •• 
9 •• 
948 

/949 
2 •• 

SWITZERLAND 
Soldier Stamps (War Stamps) 

.Issued during the two World W 8IS by units of the Swiss 
aimed militia forces to raise money to relieve hardship in 
soldiers' families and boost morale and patriotism. There are 
over 3000 different stamps, plus min.sheets, imperfs, varieties 
etc., issued by almost any type of unit, from Divisions, Bri­
gades and Regiments down to single Companies, even 
Groups and small Detachements. Although not paying 
postage (forces mail was free) the stamps were sanctioned by 
the P.O. These Soldier Stamps also offer the thematic and 
topical collector a wealth of llllusual material. An excellent 
CATALOOUE by SULSER is available (£40 + p.&p). 

We have been fortunate in buying two nice 
lots of Soldier stamps recently, including a 
good range of the scarcer Min. Sheets and 

lmperfs. For a fully illustrated list (about 30 
pages) send 8 1st class stamps or equivalent 
(refundable with orders over £20). Alterna­
tively state your requirements for our offers, 

or call at our shop to browse and select at 
your leisure. 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
P.0.Box 791, HASSOCKS. W.Sussex BN6 8PZ. 

Tel.& Fax: (01273) 845501 
SHOP: 110 St. Martin's Lane. Trafalgar Square, 

London WC2N 4AZ (Tel. 0171 240 1963) 
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FOCUS on stamps - the free magazine issued by the PTT, in English, is 
just out with the details of the Pro Juventute issues and other new 
stamps. In fUll colour it is a must for any collector, not only of the 
issues of Switzerland. Among the 24 pages this time is an article on 
the birth of a definitive stamp and an interview with the artist of the 
PJ stamps. To get your free copy, four times a year, write now to:· 
PTT General Directorate, Philatelic Office, CH-3030 Bern, Switzerland. 

EXCHANGE PACKET - In 1993/4 there were 250 booklets circulated. This 
time last year there were 157 booklets in the packets. At the moment 
there are only 2/3 of this number. Without more booklets coming in 
before Xmas there will not be many to send out. Only you can help. Sort 
out your stamps, covers and cards and keep Derrick Slate busy! 

Following the query by F Smith on the stamps of Campione in the June 
Newsletter, p 42, a member in the USA has suggested that this is best 
answered by the Office of Strategic Services of the US Government. The 
OSS, as an agency of the US in WW II helped to produce some of the stamps. 

GENEVA DELIVERY MARKS - last month's Newsletter. Only one member has 
found an example of these in his collection! These items have been in 
the packet and elsewhere over the years so please look again to see what 
you may have, even on the backs of covers. Every little helps the research! 

LONDON MEETING December 13th - Letter 'J' - all members. 

NORTHERN GROUP MEETING December 2nd - Favourite Swiss Town or Region, 
all members. 

* * * FOR SALE * * * The following items are available: 
'Strubels' by Hunziker - £20 
'The Postage Stamps of Switzerland by Mirabaud & Reuterskiold (1974) £15 
Zumstein Specialised Catalogue, 1992 - £10 
Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter, September 1963 to date, best offer 
also Uvitec pocket-sized Micro Dual Wavelength UV la.mp with daylight 
viewer (254nm and/or 320/420nm) model 1.1012838 (uses 4AA batteries) £20 
Postage is extra, at cost, on all items. Contact Barry Scarborough at 
62 Highway Road, Thurmaston, Leicester LE4 6FQ or on: 01 162 69 42 57. 

The Organising Committee pf LUPO '95 have conferred a special honour on 
five distinguished personalities of aviation and aero/astro philately. 
Among those to receive the LUPO '95 Gold Medal was our member Alexander 
S Newall. Mr Newall is the Vice-President of the International Feder­
ation of Aero-Philatelic Societies (FISA), long-time Hon. Editor of 
the FISA Bulletin, the author of 'British external Airmails until 1934' 
and 'Fakes and Forgeries of Airmail Stamps'. Our Congratulations. 

NEW FROM THE PTT 

~95 
18.Scl1allhauser llerbslmes!;e 

25.-~1995 

INTERTECH 
BODENSEE 
9.- 11. NOY•t1t!,•r 
5t.Goll•n 
In!. Tecl'lnolo~·emet.se 
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The first LONDON MEETING of the season was held on October 11th in the Victory Services 
Club. Claude Mistely welcomed us all by congratulating Fred Pickard on his award at the 
Autumn Stampex of a Silver Medal for his Revenue Stamp display. He then reminded the 
gathering of fourteen and two visitors that this was to be an evening of instruction. Under the 
title of, Preparing Competition Entries - Members to bring 12-16 Sheets for analysis by the President, 
Mrs Lee was going to examine and comment on sheets that members might enter into national 
competition. Six members were brave enough to display material and have her criticism and 
constructive comment. 
A number of issues was raised and this forms a useful series of reminders and hints which are 
probably best summarised in note form. 
• The first essential was to read the competition rules. 
• The balance of a display was best seen when laid out onto frames - the floor was a poor 

second best. The display must have an overall attractive appearance. Sheets should look 
different. But you must be selective on what you show - with Strubels, for instance, beware 
of stamps too cut into. They were fine for a study but just one sub-standard stamp or cover 
could bring down the whole entry if you were not careful. 

• The first sheet needs to have an introduction which will tell any judge what the display is 
all about. The judge will be an expert in some facet of philately but you must assume they 
know nothing about your exhibit. Don't make the introduction too long so include on this 
first sheet some display material. Don't include too much information throughout the 
display-: judge~ have little time to read it all. For a display at local level discussion can take 
place but that can't happen at national level. 

• Within the write-up be specific - avoid phrases and words such as: could have been used, 
might have been, may have been, possibly, probably. In answer to a member's query, Mrs 
Lee suggested that you said that, 'an item was used for', and wait to be proved wrong! 

• Beware of including too much non-philatelic material. AIR MAIL displays could include 
associated cuttings. Thematics cannot include photographs or illustrations, some small 
drawings perhaps .... What was OK for club display was not for national competition. 

• Mrs Lee believed that the use of HAWID strips had been excluded from competition. The 
trouble was that items moved within them and only the exhibitor could readjust their own 
material. 

• Wrappers were difficult to show nicely and like all material when mounted on coloured 
card only a thin margin needed to show. If stamps overlap the edge then cut the mount 
round the stamp rather than keep the mount rectangular in shape. If necessary refold 
wrappers to make them more even and attractive in appearance - this is a 'shop window'. 

• It is no use displaying two post cards to a sheet, with every sheet looking the same and 
giving the appearance of 'tram lines'. Overlapping material was a good idea but keep 
addresses on view especially if refered to in the write-up e.g. these are to foreign 
<;iestin§lt:ipns. It is always nice to see shades in printing of cards especially when they were 
unused items. Post cards whose cancellations matched the printed illustrations were very 
nice items to include. 

• The 'strongest' items should not be at the end of the display - rather put the best in the 
middle where people tend to look first. (So much for the introduction!- JAC) 

• Displays showing a large number of stamp varieties can be great fun in putting together but 
they don't go very far (in impressing judges). Colour shades on stamps should be shown 
on unused stamps. It was surprising what could be done with soaking in hot or cold water, 
bleach, and soda. When showing shades make the top two the extremes of colour variation. 
Good in depth studies of shades and varieties can be misleading if done on the basis of date 
of postmark. We must also remember that because the paper for the Strubels was hand 
made there was a great deal of difference in thickness even between the top and bottom of 
the same sheet. 

• Mrs Lee thought that it was always nice to see a study on an ordinary stamp but it would 
not get far at exhibition level. It was better to concentrate on a complete issue. (64 sheets to 
do!). Sometimes to increase the number of sheets you could provide examples of 
cancellations e.g. straight line, thimble, dwarf, on a single value. 
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• A display of material 'straight from the catalogue' needed to include all the accepted 
variations in papers and shades etc. It could form the basis of an excellent Club display but 
would be 'too simple' for national competition. 

• With used material clean cancellations with date of use was desirable. Dates nearest the 
date of issue were always to be preferred. Parts of slogans or wavy lines were not 
acceptable. If the display was of a thematic nature then the cancellation must not obliterate 
or detract from the subject matter. 

Mrs Lee then answered a number of member queries and further discussion took place. 

• A write-up- using hand written or typed or computer labels was of no great consequence to 
her. What did matter was that it was readable. 
(Some further member discussion centred on the size of print and that as we got older(!) we 
were generally happier with a larger size of script.) 

• 32 sheets were the minimum for a first exhibit at Stampex. 
• The importance of an exhibit was taken into consideration in judging. Some countries such 

as GB, France were more 'important' than others such as Monaco. There was a hierarchy as 
far as the 'powers that be' were concerned but Mrs Lee had great difficulty in 
understanding what it was! 

• Fred Pickard said that entry into Stampex raised your standards because you looked at 
your material two/three/four times, and then you often saw the mediocrity of what you 
had. Presentation, write-up and arrangement were worth marks during judgement. These 
were up to the individual and they did not cost money to get right. 

In concluding a valuable evening, Mrs Lee reminded us not to spoil a display by including 
inferior material just to increase the number of sheets. However we should be aiming to 
produce about 70 sheets and then reduce these down to 64. Her comments and criticism had 
been made from her own standpoint and experience, and she hoped we would accept them as 
such. Then from a plastic carrier bag she produced some of her own superb material- a study 
of the lOctSitting-Helvetia showing many different postmarks, and asked us to select 12.or 16 
of her sheets. Unfortunately these were not for us to keep! JAC 

·eensored Mail", from and to Switzerland, was the theme for the October meeting of the 
NORTHERN GROUP and a most interesting, absorbing occasion it proved to be. Five 
members, Messrs. D.Ripley, D.Hope, R.E.Bach, I.Gilchrist and M.Procter, contributed a 
total of some 170 items ranging from a letter to Switzerland from South Africa during the 
Boer War, carrying a Pretoria censor strike, to post World War II covers of the American 
Military Occupation of West Germany and Austrian censor marks when under Russian 
Occupation. In between these extremes was to be found, I imagine, examples of virtually 
every kind of censor mark and label applied during both World Wars; from the U.K., 
West Indies, France, Germany, Italy, U.S.A. and Switzerland itself with one unusual item 
of Internment Mail from Australia bearing a censor strike of that country as well as those 
of various European countries through which it passed. Equally varied was the range of 
mail to which the censor had applied his task; private and commercial mail, official 
communications, Red Cross and Internment items as well as the odd piece of Undercover 
Mail. Those of our members who specialize in this aspect of Swiss philately all agree that 
there is still much to discover about some of the marks displayed on censored covers. 
Nevertheless, those of us who professed ignorance of this field came away from the 
meeting much wiser than when we had arrived. D.C. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 940 

LONDON 

NW62JP 

Tel: 071-794 8078 

Meet me at the following Fairs: - 12 Nov. WOKINGHAM, 25 Nov. 
BASINGSTOKE, 26 Nov. TONBRIDGE & 2 Dec. DERBY. Always good stocks 
of stamps, covers and picture postcards. Exchange deals arranged 
if" mrYnt:>v i~ ;n ~hnrt- ~nnnlv 
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Did you know? M Rutherfoord 

- that, contrary to expectations, the PTT have done the right thing and 
and put on sale (at Philatelic counters only) the 'new' postman 50c 
variety - Z No. 738R - singles, mint and CTO, cancelled 5.9.95, and a 
mint strip of eleven. See the June issue of the Newsletter, p41. 
- that there are now definitive stamps on sale from eight series, ex­
cluding Framas, according to the latest PTT Stock List, but I note that 
the present 80c A stamp is not listed. Enquiries were fruitless, there 
seems to be no date for withdrawal from sale, but until the end of the 
year there are sufficient stocks. The same applies to the 60c postcard. 
Don't hesitate to 'fill up' any longer. 
- that the new A and B post stamps and cards no longer have the line 
of square dots along the LH edge (Austrian Schrack system). This, the 
PTT say, is because their image recognition system can sort out the 
Bs from the As. This would imply that fluor is no longer necessary for 
facing the covers before cancellation. 
- that the new stamps for 28.11.95 with the increased rates are being 
publicised with the proviso 'subject to approval by the Federal Council', 
however they say the stamps will be issued in any case, whatever the 
consequences, see last month's Newsletter. 
- that two attractive booklets, with cut edges, will be issued for the 
70c rabbit, on the 22nd of November (advance issue date of main issues), 
and the 90c on the 28th of November. 
- that Zumstein in their 11/95 issue of the BBZ note that for the com­
bined CH/FL 60c stamp issue Vaduz gave their FDCs an·.u:nbalanced view 
of equality. See the illustrations below. 
- that the special, non-philatelic, exhibition in the PTT Museum is on 
'Yellow', ~n all possible ways, historical, chemical, postal, etc. 
A new idea and quite interesting; running until 27th May 1996. 
- that. a new project is under way to sort out and number the green PP 
registered labels, for letters and packets. It seems that the green is 
being replaced by black, but there will not be a further change to bar­
coding, as these labels seldom, if ever, are used for foreign items. 
Any information from members on this subject would be welcome. 
- that a new, attractive pictorial K-cancel is being used for 6999 
Astano (TI) to honour their famous architect, D Trezzini, whom Peter 
the Great took from the Danish king and used to build some of the 
greatest palaces etc. in St Petersburg. He died there (see the figure). 
- that I was shown a poor strike on dark paper of Vinadi, without PLZ, 
but managed to make a tolerable tracing (below), see last month. 
- that the success of the Basler Taube 95 block has passed all expec­
tations and that nearly 2m CHF will flow into the coffers of the Fund 
to promote further efforts. 

'?>9 AST~ ... " 
~Oj 'Vo 

-z 10.95-8 
Architetto 
Domenico Trezzini 

Astono -S. Pietroburgo 
1670 • 1734 

Swiss above, and 
Liechtenstein on 
the right. 



Page 88 Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter November 1995 

JUNGFRAUJOCH 
THE HIGHEST RAILWAY 
STATION IN EUROPE 

~~---*c -. 
Construction started on 27 July 1896 ><'. - -.... 

Adolf Guyer-Zeller was born in 1839 and died 
in 1899, six months after the opening of J 
Eigergletscher Station and two months after 

piercing the first Provisional Wall station 
"Rothstock". (The work was continued by his 
sons and assistants and by the Company that 
he founded.) 

I 

Stations 

Eigergletscher 
Rothstock (provisional) 
Eigerwand 
Eismeer 
Jungfraujoch 

Other Heights 

Hotel, Restaurant and Post Office 
Flag on the Jungfraujoch Plateau 
Meteorology Observatory 
Jungfrau 

174 

Inauguration 

19 Sep 1898 
2 Aug 1899 

28 Jun 1903 
25 Jul 1905 
1Aug1912 

3457m 
3475m 
3572m 
4158m 

;l'unglrraubahn 1IDd E;p. 

Height Above 
Sea Level 

{as per the map) 

2320m 
2520m 
2865m 
3159m 
3454m 

Distance From 
Kleine Scheidegg 

2,0 Km 
2,9 Km 
4,3 Km 
5,7 Km 
9,3 Km 

Note: Some cards/cancels show : 

Eigergletscher as 2323m, 2330m & 2360m 

Rothstock as 2550m 

Eigerwand as 2867m & 2868m 

Eismeer as 3161 m 

Jungfrau as 4166m 

STATION 
ROTHSTOCK 
(provisional) 

Tourist traffic of the Jungfrau Railway during construction: 

4 Tu· ·1-~g· -,r·:-a·::·~~~, ~1-\ 
I 

o.J - ~ U. '·J L<>-'-• •· l 
' ,--------· .. --- ' ' c 18 ', ,;. 19i:i.H ', ~ .: --~uu vu ' ~; l - . .. ,, 

r_Sta t ion :~ -.. ) L-,s: -.:..-:: :-: '-
~ 25~~.') :'.Jl~r. _ __ J 

·~ -

INAUGURATED ON 
2 AUGUST 1899 

DOES ANYONE HAVE 

ANYTHING 

ELSE RELATED TO 

5T ATION ROTHSTOCK ? 

Derrick Slate 

Year 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 
1908 
1909 

1910 

1911 

Station & Number of passengers carried 

Eigergletscher 1966 

Rothstock 43719 
Rothstock 50092 

Rothstock 46220 
Rothstock 48511 
Eigerwand 57167 

Eigerwand 58036 

Eismeer 73333 

Eismeer 75206 

Eismeer 73483 

Eismeer 72388 

Eismeer 67333 

Eismeer 65291 

Eismeer 86067 
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MINUTES of the FORTY - NINTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the HELVETIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
held at 6.50 pm on WEDNESDAY 8th NOVEMBER 1995 at the Victory Services Club, Seymour Street, London, 
with 16 members present and apologies from 5 others. 

The meeting was chaired by Mr. C. Mistely. 

1. The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 9th November 1994 and 
published in the 'Helvetia Newsletter' dated December 1994 were taken as read, and agreed unanimously. 

2. There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

3. In the Chairman's Address Claude Mistely started by giving thanks to the Committee for its services during 
the year. Thanks were also due to Michael Rutherfoord for all the work he had done and continued to do for 
the Society and Bob Johnson for organising the excellent programme for the London Area - the President's 
display providing an exceptional evening. With the Society's Golden Jubilee next year, arrangements were 
in hand for a special cover to be cancelled in Switzerland by the P'IT and then distributed one per member. 
In addition it was hoped that an event in the Midlands would help commemorate the year. Some discussion 
took place concerning; the P'ITs insistence on a 60c stamp being affixed to the commemorative cover and 
the cost of the exercise to the Society funds, and the difficulty in finding a reasonably priced venue for the 
Midland meeting. The report continued in noting an entry in the Assoc. of Phil. Soc. Handbook and in 
Gibbon's Stamp Monthly. There had also been efforts to establish member groups in both the Midlands and 
Central Scotland. The response had been rather limited but efforts would continue to try to cover the 
Midlands. The Society had attended MIDPEX where it had gained useful publicity and had subsequently 
accepted an invitation for the next gathering in 1997. 

4. The Hon. Secretary's Report was read out by the Chairman. 

As members will know this will be my last report. I would first of all like to 
say how much I have enjoyed my work for the Society, and also my 30 years as 
Secretary of the Northern Group, but as some members will know I am having 
problems with my eyeu and this, together with a desire to have a rest, decided 
me to stand dov.n from my two positions. I would like to wish John Cordingley 
(who is already doing the work) my very best wishes for the future. I am sure 
he will do an excellent job for Helvetia and it ~~11 certainly be an advantage 
to have a Sec~etary from London who can also attend meetings. 

The Northern Group have once again had a most enjoyable year with some fine 
displays, the highlight being the visit of Fred Pickard in March with a remark­
able display of Swiss Fiscals. I also extend my best v.ishes to lll.r D Cairns for 
a happy and successful time as the group's new Secretary. l-'lr Cairns is already 
well kn0\\'11. to Helvetia members especially for his many articles about Swissair 
in the iiewsletter. 

tELV PHIL SOC lB'.fSL 49th year ~To .12 pp 89-96 London Dec. 1995 ISSN 0951-0001 
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The Acting Hon. Secretary added: 
''Tony Hoyle has been the Secretary of the Society for very many years and the contact and correspondence 
he has had with members, prospective members, philatelic contacts and others have greatly added to the 
friendliness and success of the Society. His contributions have been very much appreciated and I am sure he 
will be sorely missed at both National and his own local level with the Northern Group. I wish to put on 
record the thanks of the Society for all he has done. 
Over the last few months in the capacity of Acting Secretary I have learnt a great deal about the running of 
the Society. This has only been possible with the help from members, especially Tony and Geoff Hubbard to 
whom I am particularly indebted There have been several enquiries that have resulted in additional 
members, and one particularly interesting series of queries from a collector in the Argentine. I do wonder if 
even all British collectors of Swiss material are aware of the Society. Perhaps over the next year we can all 
help to raise its profile. More members contributing articles and notes to the Newsletter and to national 
magazines could help in this direction. More members being willing to talk to and displaying to local 
Societies would help. I realise that this means giving time to the Society, but the more we can share our 
enthusiasm and knowledge, the more we each gain." 

5. The Hon. Treasurer started his report by circulating an Income and Expenditure Account for the Year to 31st 
August 1995. It was noted that it still had to be audited. 
Expenditure exceeded incoJT\l' for the second year in a row. Subscriptions were down because there were 
fewer overseas members and a larger number of non-renewals than new members. However expenditure 
was lower, partly due to cost!. of newsletters and more advertising. However despite the smaller reserve 
and the possible costs to be incurred by the Golden Jubilee cover, the treasurer recommended that 
subscriptions remain the same for this year. Some discussion resulted but the consensus was that there be 
no increase for 1996 but there would need to be for 1997 and an early notice of this would be needed. The 
timing of the auditing of the accounts was queried. Members were assured that the accounts for the year 
ending 31st August 1994 had been done, but that due to personal circumstances it would be Christmas 
before the current set were audited. 

6. The Hon. Packet Secretary presented his report. 

7. 

8. 

"Exchange Packet Report November 1995 
1994/1995 - 206 booklets were submitted, the same as for 1993/94. The total value was £13310.86 ..... 10% 
increase on 1993/94. Sales amounted to £4647.66 ..... 35% of the total value. The previous 15 years have 
averaged 43%. 27 packets were circulated. 3 packets were lost (£1343.67 Gross) and we had /have a 
"Switcher". Without the donations due to the lost packets, the profit would actually only be £72.07 (not 
£141.07) 

1995/1996 - A dismal picture: so far we have had 112 booklets, with a value of £8168.97. This is £2461.56 
lower than the same period last year, when we had 157 booklets by now. Sales, so far are approximately 
£1400, compared with £2300 last year. 10 packets have been/are in circulation. There are now 127 members 
on the circulation list Booklets, especially of interesting material are urgently needed, before Christmas." 
Discussion emphasised that Packet profits will be greatly down on last year and likely to contribute to a 
larger deficit than before. At members request the Packet Secretary said that: he would reverse the name 
order on the circulation lists for packets distributed after Christmas, he would rename the Exchange Packet 
as Sales Packet. 

Election of Officers and Committee for 1994/95. All members except the Secretary were willing to stand. 
John Cordingley was proposed for Secretary by Claude Mistely, seconded by Geoff Hubbard. Our Librarian 
would be happy for somebody to take over. (considerable storage space is needed) but there were no 
volunteers. No other nominations were received, and the duly elected Committee is: 
Chairman: Mr C.P. Mistely Librarian: 
Vice - Chairman: Mr G. Hubbard Press Officer & ABPS Rep. 
Hon. Secretary: Mr J.A.Cordingley Committee: 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr M.J. Kuriger 
Hon. Packet Secretary: Mr D.M. Slate 
Newsletter Editor: Mr P. Hobbs 

MrR.Hafner 
Mr F. Pickard 
MrD.Cairns 
Mr D. Houtris 
Mr R.S. Johnson 
Mrs W. Lamb le 

Motion from the Chair. Claude Mistely on behalf of the Committee proposed that in recognition of the 
work done for the Society over a number of years Tony Hoyle be made an Honorary Member. This was 
seconded by Fred Pickard and unanimously approved by the meeting. 

9. Edythe Rawnsley Library. The Librarian proposed that the lending fee of lOp per item be scrapped. As this 
was such a nominal sum administratively it was not worth collecting and the effect on the Society finances 
would be negligible. The proposal was accepted. 
Claude Mistely then suggested that the Librarian should have the authority to spend up to £30pa on 
acquisitions without having to ask for Committee approval on eve1!' item. With the reservatio~ that this was 
a maximum figure with no carry over from one year to the next, this was accepted by the meeting. 
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10. Under Any Other Business subscriptions were discussed again. Even in view of the Packet Secretary's 
report, the Treasurer was still of the opinion that they should remain unaltered for 1996. This view was 
accepted by the meeting. 

There being no other business the meeting was declared closed at 7.45pm. 

The LONDON MEETING of the 9th November provided not just the AGM but also an opportunity for an auction 
of Swiss items surplus to members requirements. Geoff Hubbard took the role of the auctioneer. An 
extraordinary range of well over 50 lots was available from packets of stamps, collections of postmarks, forms 
requesting search for lost items, collections of used and unused postcards, a half sheet of unused postage dues 
stamps, to boxes of rubbish to sort through on a rainy day, travelling post office cancellations, mint high values, 
and many others. Although for a number of items there was no bidding despite the efforts of the auctioneer a 
great deal of fun and enjoyment was had by those present. Surprisingly high prices were paid for the 'search 
forms' and some early machine cancellations on complete covers. Prices for items with no reserve were generally 
low and if you were not present you really did miss the opportunity to bid for and acquire some excellent 
bargains. JAC 

A brief background history of the Pro-Juventute Fund was Mrs. V. Davis' introduction to 
her display of the Pro-Juventute issues at the meeting of the NORTHERN GROUP in 
November. Founded in 1912, initially to provide funding for the treatment of tuberculosis 
amongst children, in the eighty three years since its inception, the Fund has become a 
source of benefit to many other aspects relating to the welfare of young people. With the 
exception of 1915, the stamps have been issued annually, usually at the beginning of 
December or during the last week of November when school children participated in the 
sale of the issues. However, prior to 1921, the validity of the stamps on items of mail 
was restricted to Switzerland and a very few neighbouring countries. 

As collectors of Pro-Juventute will be aware, with their variety of designs these stamps 
lend themselves to the thematic approach and this was reflected in the material Mrs. Davis 
displayed. All the issues were in evidence, from an example of the first semi-official issue 
of 1912 right up to the present day stamps, alongwith a number of the PJ booklets or 
panes from these booklets. In addition to the official Pro-Juventute post cards, Mrs. 
Davis had gone to some lengths to find many other illustrated cards which could be 
matched to the motif adopted for a particular issue. PTT sheets were also in evidence with 
the superb cancellation which accompanies such issues. 

Amongst displays of special issues which carry a surcharge, such as Pro-Juventute or Pro­
Patria, there is often a dearth of commercial mail carrying these stamps, for as one 
member remarked "Swiss business men count the rappenl" Therefore it was a pleasure to 
find in this display quite a number of such items, all correctly franked, both to Switzerland 
and countries abroad. 

In thanking Mrs. Davis, Mr. D. Hope commented on how it was possible to build up and 
present a most attractive and interesting display without making too great a demand on 
one's purse, a sentiment which met with unanimous agreement. A most enjoyable 
afternoon! D.C. 

Prop: Geoff Hubbard EUROSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX940 

LONDON 

NW6 2JP 

Tft: 071-794 8078 

MERRY XMAS TO ALL MY FAITHFUL 
CUSTOMERS AS WELL AS THOSE WHO 
HAVE NOT YET CAUGHT UP WITH ME. 
Three more Fairs this month:- Surbiton on the 9th. ,Dunstable on 
the 10th. & Greenford on the 16th. 
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THE STORY OF TICINO and its part in the Swiss Confederation by A S Newall 

Officially Ticino joined the Swiss Confederation in 1803, we shall speak of 
the nature of this later, for the moment however we will consider the 
correctness of this date. 
Ever since the first century of the present millenium the Helvetians of the 
river Rhine were trying to reach the plains of south west Europe. 
They clashed with the Romans under Julius Caesar and retired decimated (58 B.C.) 
Romans became unquestioned rulers of what is today's Switzerland. 
Caesar established two Roman colonies, one in Nyon on the Lake Geneva and 
another at Augst on the Rhine. Ticino turned to be one of Rome's allies and 
its lower part became, like Geneva, romanized. 
For the next 1300 years it was with the rest of Swiss people a subject of the 
european power struggles until two of the three original Swiss cantons Uri and 
Unterwalden decided to increase their domains by conquest. They crossed the 
Gotthard and took control of the summit of the southern road of the pass: 
the Levantina. They intended to continue into the plains of Lombardy but 
were met and repelled by the Duke of Milan. 
Their main purpose however was achieved. Levantina, the valley of the Ticino 
river was subjucated. This happened in 1403, 400 years before the "joining" 
referred to above. 
Again four centuries passed with the Swiss Confederation growing in size, 
strength and influence until religious differences, the echoes of the French 
revolution and internal squabbles at the beginning of the XIXth century placed 
it at the mercy of the French. The French replaced the Confederation by the 
"Helvetic Republic, one and indivisible". only it was'nt, it collapsed almost 
immediately even before the French withdrawal in 1802. 
The following year Bonaparte called Swiss delegates to Paris and "granted" them 
a new constitution. It was a good one, competent and federalist. 
He also added to the thirteen original cantons (this was when the term "canton" 
became official): Vaud, Grisons (retaken from the Austrians),the German speaking 
St.Gall, Aargau and Thurgau and Ticino. That was how the Canton of Ticino joined 
the Swiss. 
The French extracted their price: Geneva and later Neuchatel were incorporated 
into France. After the fall of Napoleon, Geneva and Neuchatel together with 
Valais became again part of the Swiss loose Confederation of sovereign States. 
The scene was set for the "Masterpiece of political discretion and wisdom": 
the Constitution of June 1848, one of the most balanced, reconciling and solid 
achievements of modern politics. 
It transformed a loose Confederation of States into one sovereign Federated 
State with Bern as its Capital. 
One of the first moves of the radicals in control of Bern was the unification 
of the mails and postal services. 
Officially organized postal service in the Canton of Ticino started at the turn 
of the XVIIIth century. 
The first director of the Ticino Postal Services was Pietro Rossi who during 
the Helvetic Federation acted as Administrator of the Postal Services in Lugano. 
He re-organized the services of the Canton by creating eight Post Offices: 
Airolo, Biasca, Bellinzona, Locarno, Lugano and Mendrisio and four Depots: 
Ambri, Dazio Grande, Faido and Giornico (1804). 
The Postal Services of the canton were leased in 1805 for Sfr 6000 a year to 
Zurich who claimed a monopoly of the Gotthard Post since the Middle Ages. 
(Although in 1653 Diego Moreno, a citizen of Lugano, started a service from 
Milano over the Gotthard and got as far as Basel but in 1682 the merchants of 
Zurich forced him to give it up). 
In 1809, after Rossi's resignation, the lease was transfered to the canton of 
Luzern. 

After a period when both Luzern and Zurich competed on the Gotthard route, 
both lessees combined until the new Director Stefano Francini returned the sole 
rights to Zurich (1828 - ~834). . . 
The services of transporting both passengers and mail however deteriorated to 
such a degree that the Canton took them over and placed them under the new 
Director Franchino Rusca (1835). 
Rusca was a soldier who distinguished himself in the Napoleonic wars and acted 
in a most organized and decisive way. 
During the following 14 years he introduced many improvements, amongst th~m 
a much improved "Diligence" service over the Gotthard and Extra Mail service. 
He also put his "Postillions" into much admired uniforms. 
A charming little steamer "Verbano" which carried mail across t~e Lake.Lugano, 
was brought into the postal network and postal contracts were signed with 
Lombardy (1834), Zurich (1834 and 1844), Grabunden, Luzern, Sardinia (1844), 
Austria and StGallen (1847). 



December 1995 Helvetia Philatelic Society Newsletter 

On 30 May 1843 all the Canton's Post Offices were divided into six classes: 
I. (5 Bureaus): Airolo, Bellinzona, Chiasso, Locarno and Lugano. 
II. (3 Bureaus): Biasca, Magadino and Mendrisio. 
III. (10 Bureaus): Ambri, Balerna, Bironico, Bodie, Cadenazzo, Fado, Giornico, 

Melano, Osogna and Taverne. 
IV. (10 Bureaus): Acquarossa, Aquila, Bignasco, Cevio, Dongio, Maggia, 

Malvalia, Olivone, Sernico and Torre. 
V. District collection offices served by foot postmen "Corrieri pedoni". 
VI. Community collection offices. 

The pre-philatelic period in the Canton of Ticino ended in 1850. 
Stamps were introduced on 11 May 1850. 
Between 1803 and 1850 some 136 different cancellation stamps were in use. 

Of special philatelic interest are the 79 oval cancellations of the collecting 
stations in Ticino and four from the Canton of Graubunden (Cama, Lostallo, 
St Vittore and Soazza) introduced in 83 communities of the XIth Postal District 
of the Swiss Federation by Director Fasciola around 1853 and in use until 1897 
(unique cover from Cavergno). 
The XI District covered the Canton of Ticino and Misox (Graubunden). 

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM THE EDITOR AND STAFF 

Many thanks to all our contributors and may 

we have enough to make our 50th year memorable. 

zumsbein 

Now available - the NEW 
ZUMSTEIN SWITZERLAND/LIECHTENSTEIN-CATALOGUE 1996 
in full colour, 536 pages. Complete with all stamps issued to the end of 
this year. Translation of philatelic terms German/English SFR. 23.--

ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, Vol. 1 (A - I) 1995 
All countries from Andorra to Italy SFR . 49.-­
ZUMSTEIN WESTERN EUROPE-CATALOGUE, Vol. 2 (J-Z) 1995 
All countries from Yougoslavia to Cyprus, without Switzerland 

SFR. 49.-­
With CEPT-issues and adress-list of A.1.E.P.-members! 

Also available the lovley book about Postal History and development of 
Swiss Tourism, by Marcel Kottelat "Studie Ober die Schweizerische 
Hotelpost" with 114 illustrations in colour, in german language 

The postage is not included in these prices. 
matter, registered: Switzerland/FL-catalogue 
Europe-catalogue, one volume 
Schweizerische Hotelpost 

SFR. 190.--

Postage by Printed 
SFR. 7.50 
SFR. 10.50 
SFR. 7.50 

For all ZUMSTEIN CATALOGUES please apply to our agent in Great Britain: 
VERA TRINDER Ltd., 38 Bedford Street, Strand, London WC2E 9EU. 
For direct orders to ZUMSTEIN, please use our postal account (Girobank) Berne No. 30-334-1 for 
pre-payments. Thank you. 
ZUMSTEIN & CIE., Propr. Hertsch & Co., P.O.Box, CH-3001 Berne 7, Switzerland 
PhoneNo.01041313120055 FaxNo.01041313122326 
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FORTHCOIIIING MEETINGS 

December 13th, London - Letter 'J' - all members. 
January 6th, ·Northern Group - Surprise Packet, :M Proctor and D Whitworth. 
January 10th, London - Switzerland 1920-1929 - all members. 

SPRING STAMPEX 

This will take place from Wednesday 24th January to Saturday 28th January 
at the new venue of the Business Design Centre, Islington, London. The 
nearest Underground station is Angel. Autumn S·T.AMPEX 1996 will also be 
held at this venue from the 18th to the 22nd of September 1996. 

CORINPHILA will be holding an important Jubilee Auction in Ztl.rich from 
the 2nd to the 9th of March 1996. ·This will include a unique and most 
interesting collection of Swiss Cantonals compiled by Theodore Champion 
in Paris for an important collector between 1901 and 1912. Many of these 
rarities will be offered for the first time at an auction sale. Further 
details from them at: Bellerivestrasse 34, CH-8034 Ztl.rich, Switzerland. 

A ~/IAJOR NEW ADDITION to the Society Library is 'Geschichte des Post -
und Fernmeldemonopols' by E R Hauri. This is a work of over 400 pages, 
A4, not illustrated, and entirely in German. There are sections on 
'Communications and transport in the Middle Ages', ' Post and Postal 
Monopolies with neighbouring countries', 'Postal traffic in Switzerland' 
among others. The book is available for loan, although it weighs nearly 
2 kg so postage costs will be high. Rob Hafner, Hon. Librarian. 

The standard work on SDN and BIT stamps, originally published in French 
by Charles Misteli in 1943, has been translated into English and updated 
by the American Editor of the Journal of United Nations Philatelists, 
Richard Powers. About 80 pages, st x 11 inches, paper back. Further 
information from: S Simpson, 86 Liverpool Road, Ashton in Makerfield, 
Wigan WN4 9LP. Price was estimated at %2 plus postage. 

DZSIGN MUSEUM, Shad Thames, London SE1 has a small exhibition which 
includes Swiss stamps. Running until 11th February 1996, admission £4.50, 
with concessions at £3.50. This includes the main exhibitions. 

~ 
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Did you know? M Rutherf oord 

- that it didn't sink in until a friend drew my attention to the 
article by the discoverer of the new 50c 'hairline in T' stamp in the 
SBZ for June/July '95 (see the June Newsletter). Rolf Wernecke mentions 
not only the coil stamps, but also that he had found it in booklets too. 
The PTT Printing Works explanation did not cover this possibility. He 
shows the hairline was broken in the second issue of these booklets 
(see my article in January 1993). Now Adolf Krl!mer of the very active 
Dtlbendorf Club has found that in the first issue (without the values 
at the top) there are only vestiges of the line, mainly at the bottom. 
I have found this on the FDC of the booklet stamps too. This shows 
that all four pictures on the first transfer roller were used, this is 
the only explanation to me of the increasing size of the hairline as 
time goes on. This also confirms that for the second booklet printing 
a new cylinder was made. 
- that the PTT expect that sales of 70c postcards will drop to only 
6m per year, as they are only used for competitions today. A few years 
ago sales were 10m per year. 
- that perhaps by the time you read this the Federal Council will have 
decided on the new rates for 1996. My guess is that the decision will 
be postponed for a couple of months. 
- that the parcel labels with printed on 3.00 and 3.50 'stamps' have 
not sold well, so will be 'rare' next year. I doubt if they will be 
printed again with the new rates. 
- that,only in 1881 were 'non-smoking' compartments introduced in Swiss 
trains, now in 1997 all regional trains will be 'non-smoking' only, 
following the lead of Zftrich. Worth a special cancel? 
- that in 1996 there will be a fourth Sport stamp, 70 + 30c. 
- that from the 14th November to the 10th March 1996 there is a rather 
special exhibition in the PTT Museum, by Beatrice R8lli (of the auction 
firm in Luzern), 'The Post as Advertising Carrier', the result of 20 
years of careful collecting. All forms are shown, from many countries 
and going back 150 years. When first shown at the WIBRA, in the thematic 
section, it threw the judges into confusion, just as it should. Such 
collections which cut across all conventional lines are sorely needed 
today. Well worth a visit. 
- that you will soon be able to book your next trip up the Orinnco at 
a PTT PO counter, as they plan to open 70 combined counters from March 
next year. 
- that in the PTA for 24.4.95 tests with parcel labels with bar codes 
for the registration details and the recipient's postcode, were an­
nounced, at three POs; Aarau 1 (1.5.95), Zftrich-Mftlligen (2.5.95), and 
Dietikon 1 (15.5.95) see figure 1. In addition on 22.5.95 at Aarau 1 
a self-service machine. This I visited recently, see figure 2. Made by 
IBM it accepts phonecards only for payment. After placing the parcel 
on the scale the normal rate is shown (CHF 3.- is the minimum) then 
registered, express or bulky extras can be selected. All this would be 
18.- minimum, but the phonecard has a maximum of 10.- only. Anyway it 
didn't work, I couldn't get my card back, and it had to be partially 
dismantled to find my receipt! However a new unannounced bar-coded 
label is around for registered parcels, see figure 3, found by Charles 
LeBlonde,all black only. 

Figures 1 , 2 and 3, shown on the left are reduced to 70%. I.:enziken is 100 
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SWISS TRIAL PRINTS by Derrick Slate (continued from p 24, l\~arch 1995) 

SMALL DAVID 

Inscription: SPECI HG CSA 010 
Designer: 
Printing: 

H. Gaudard (On P.T.T. Staff) 
Recess 

Printing Machine: SSA II 
Paper: Ordinary 
Sheet Size: 
Pane Numbers: 

50 ( 5 horizontal rows x 1 0 vertical rows) 
No Numbers on Sheet 

Printing Dates on Sheets: 
Sheet Control Numbers: 
Sheet Inscription: 

See below 
Sheets seen have numbers 
None 

1966 RECESS - ORDINARY PAPER - CREAMISH GUM Printing Dates on Sheet: 

240 Blue 
241 Purple 
242 Brown - Purple (shades) 
243 Green 

VARIETIES: 
No. 242a Ink Marks Across Print 

SWITZERLAND 
Also AUSTRIA + LIECHTENSTEIN: al­

ways plenty of interesting material in stock. 

mula 

LEO BARESCH LTD. 
P.O.Box 791, HASSOCKS, W.Sussex BN6 8PZ, 

Tel.& Fax: (01273) 845501 
SHOP: 110 St. Martin's Lane, Trafalgar Square, 

London WC2N 4AZ (Tel. 0171 240 1963) 

l 

15 II 66 
16 II 66 
1 6 II 66 
16 II 66 

Following recent comments, the 
Editor would like to emphasise 
that neither he nor the Society 
take any responsibility for the 
accuracy of information contained 
in articles sent for inclusion in 
the Newsletter and that any views 
expressed are solely those of the 
author concerned. 
Any articles, queries and other 
contributions are always most 
welcome, typed or handwritten. 
If, however, you are able to 
send typed copy it does help if 
it is on one side of A4 only, 
single spaced and with a line 
length of not more than 7 inches. 
Please remember that photocopies 
of illustrations need to be of a 
quality that will reproduce again 
and may also have to be reduced 
in size. -

Published by the Helvetia Philatelic Society of Great Brit~in 
- L ~ - - I l""l:L. ..: - '\,,.... - - .... - - ' ,. .... ~ 
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